SUMMER BOLSTER



SUMMER BOLSTER

Finished Dimensions: A square 40" table cloth holds a single or double comforter

hen the warm months arrive, transform your winter down comforter into a plush
V\/summer bolster. The bolster doubles as welcome storage that’s attractive enough
to be out on display, and it makes a fabulous pillow for reading in bed or lounging on in
the hammock. What a wonderful solution when space is at a premium! This bolster is a
great way to display a favorite piece of vintage fabric; just make sure it’s sturdy enough to
handle the stress when you stuff the blanket inside. (Some older textiles can be too
brittle and fragile for everyday use, while others are quite sturdy.) Larger pieces of
antique textiles come in the form of bed sheets, coverlets, and tablecloths. They are easy
to track down at flea markets and offer a wealth of different styles to choose from.

SUPPLIES
40" x 40" piece of fabric

Make the Bolster

1 Fold the fabric in half with the right sides facing. Sew the long
side opposite the fold with a /2" seam allowance. Press the seams

. . : - > 2 yards of twill tape or ribbon
open and stitch both sides down with a small zigzag stitch.
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2 Create a drawstring channel on both open ends
by folding the fabric over 2" and pressing. Fold 2"
a second time and press again. Sew in place at the
bottom of the fold and stitch a second seam 1"
from the top edge of the fold. Topstitch the edge,
as well.

3 Turn the piece right side out. Use your seam
ripper to open the seam in the drawstring channel.
Stitch back and forth several times below and
above the opening to reinforce the opening. Do
this for both channels.
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STEP 3

4 Thread the ribbon or twill tape through the
channels with a safety pin. Fold the raw ends of the
ribbon or tape over twice and stitch to finish the
ends.

5 Cinch one side shut and tie with a bow. Stuff
your comforter into the open side and cinch and
tie it, as well. Toss this fluffy pillow onto your bed,
grab a good read, and settle in for pure comfort
and relaxation.

M@} Instead of using an old textile, you can
create interest with any favortie fabric on hand.
See the techniques in Chapters 1 and 2 for full
instructions on how to

e Add several rows of tiny raw-edged ruffles
several inches below and parallel to the
drawstring channels

e Incorporate pencil pleats in any direction

desired

e Stencil a printed pattern on solid fabric
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