
 

Arguments from Harm 

I. POSITIVE vs NEGATIVE DUTIES. 

 

II. THOMAS POGGE’S ARGUMENT FROM HARM.  

A. WE HARM THE GLOBAL POOR BY ACTIVELY COOPERATING IN 

IMPOSING AN INSTITUTIONAL ORDER THAT HARMS THEM.  

1. PRIVILEGES ENABLING RULERS TO HARM THE POOR. 

a. THE INTERNATIONAL RESOURCE PRIVILEGE. 

b. THE INTERNATIONAL BORROWING PRIVILEGE. 

2. TRADE BARRIERS. 

3. REGULATIONS ON MEDICINE.  

B. IF WE HARM THE GLOBAL POOR IN THIS WAY, THEN WE HAVE A 

DUTY TO:  

1. STOP ACTIVELY COOPERATING IN IMPOSING SUCH AN 

INSTITUTIONAL ORDER  

   or 

2. DO OUR FAIR SHARE TO PROTECT THE VICTIMS OF THIS 

INSTITUTIONAL ORDER OR TO SUPPORT REFORMS TO IT. 

C. THEREFORE, WE HAVE SUCH A DUTY.  

 

III. REFORMS. 

A. GLOBAL RESOURCES DIVIDEND. 

B. HEALTH IMPACT FUND.   

 

IV. OBJECTIONS TO POGGE. 

A. RESPONSIBILITY OBJECTION. (David Miller) 

B. DECENT-COUNTRIES OBJECTION. (David Miller) 

C. HARMING OBJECTION. (Ser-Min Shei) 

D. COOPERATION OBJECTION. (me) 
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