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People keep saying “like a movie,” “like a book,” “like a war zone,”
and I keep thinking: No, not at all like a movie or a book - that’s no
computer-generated image, because you can’t see any wash or blur
in the background. This is what it really looks like when an actual
plane filled with actual human beings and loaded with jet fuel hits a
skyscraper. This is the truth. Certainly, it seems to me that the idea
of an enormous intelligence breakdown is ludicrous; again, this was
not like a book, not like a movie; this was men armed with nothing
but knives and box cutters relying on simple speed to keep people
off balance long enough to accomplish their goals. In the case of the
plane that crashed in Pennsylvania, they failed. With the other three,
however, they succeeded quite nicely. Cost of weaponry? Based on
what we know now, less than $100.

 

This qualifies them as cut-rate, low-tech, stealth guerrillas flying well
under the radar of American intelligence. We must realize this and
grasp an even more difficult truth: although it is comforting to have a
bogyman, and every child’s party needs a paper donkey to pin the
tail on, this Osama bin Laden fellow may not have been the guy
responsible. It wouldn’t hurt to remember that the boys who shot up
Columbine High School planned to finish their day by hijacking a
jetliner and flying it into - yes, that’s right - the World Trade Center.
Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris weren’t exactly rocket scientists, and
the guys who did this didn’t have to be either. All you had to be was
willing to die, and these guys were. It could happen again. And now
that crazos the world over see that it’s possible to get 72 hours of
uninterrupted air time on a budget, it will almost certainly happen
again.

 

September 23, 2001


	Start

