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NATIONAL MILESTONES IN SUICIDE PREVENTION

1958: First
suicide prevention
center opens in
Los Angeles,
California.

1976: AAS establishes
crisis center certification
program and certifies its
first crisis center.

Appendix C: Brief History of Suicide Prevention
in the United States

1989: Suicide Awareness
Voices of Education
(SAVE) holds its first
national suicide

awareness memorial in
St. Paul, Minnesota.

1989: U.S.
Department of Health
and Human Services
(HHS) publishes
Report of the
Secretary’s Task Force

1967: National
Institute of Mental
Health (NIMH) 1971: The
establishes Center journal Suicide
for Studies of and Life

Suicide Prevention. ;’;;ejlz%’;i”g on Youth Suicide.
publishes its 1989: AAS holds its

first issue. first “Healing After
Suicide” conference.
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1987: American
1973: NIMH publishes Foundation for
Suicide Prevention in Suicide Prevention
. 1968: First national the 70s. (AFSP) founded.
1960: International E—
L conference on
Association for o .
. . suicidology held in
Suicide Prevention Chicago. llinois
founded. 80, )
1968: American
Association of
Suicidology (AAS)
founded.
1990: SAVE is
incorporated.

Suicide prevention efforts in the United States started in the 1950s, through the pioneering efforts of
a small group of dedicated clinicians interested in better understanding suicide and its prevention.
These early efforts were expanded upon in the 1980s with the support and passion of individuals who
had been bereaved by a suicide loss. With limited funding and formal organization, these individuals
and their grassroots organizations set out to place suicide on the national agenda. Their combined
efforts over time culminated with the release of the 2001 National Strategy for Suicide Prevention.

These dedicated advocates, organizations, and communities have remained at the forefront of suicide

prevention activities nationwide.
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2010: National Action
Alliance for Suicide
Prevention established.

2010: SPRC and SPAN
USA/AFSP publish
Charting the Future of
Suicide Prevention: A
2010 Progress Review of
the National Strategy and

1997: The Jason
Foundation, Inc.
is founded.

1997: Organization
for Attempters and
Survivors of Suicide
in Interfaith Services
(OASSIS) founded.

2001: Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) funds national crisis line.

2001: HHS publishes National

1997: Congress - )
Strategy for Suicide Prevention.

passes S. Res. 84
and H. Res. 212
recognizing suicide

—_— as a national 1999: First National P t
1992: Centers for problem; CDC Survivors of Suicide |2005'hSA"¥‘|H_SA | Recommendations for the
Disease Control establishes Day held. aunches Nationa Decade Ahead.

and Prevention
(CDC) publishes
Youth Suicide

National Center for
Injury Prevention
and Control.

1999: National
Hopeline Network

Suicide Prevention
Lifeline (800-273-
TALK/8255).

2007: Joshua Omvig
Veterans Suicide

(1-800-SUICIDE)
launched.

1999: HHS
publishes The
Surgeon General’s
Call to Action to
Prevent Suicide.

1999: National
Council for Suicide
Prevention
established.

Prevention
Programs: A
Resource Guide.

Prevention Act signed
into law.

2007: The Veterans
Suicide Prevention
Hotline founded.

2003: President’s
New Freedom
Commission on
Mental Health
publishes Achieving
the Promise:
Transforming Mental
Health Care in
America.

1995: Lifekeeper
Foundation
founded.
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2007: Joint Commission
publishes Patient Safety
Goals on Suicide, making
suicide prevention one of
its standards for
accreditation.
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1998: The Trevor
Project founded.

1998: National
Organization for
People of Color

2009: U.S.
Department of
Defense (DoD)
establishes Task
Force on the

2004: Garrett
Lee Smith
Memorial Act
signed into law
creating the

1894: Yellow Against Suicide state, tribal, and Prevention of
Ribbon Suicide founded campus suicide Suicide by
Prevention ’ Members of the

prevention grant

1998: SPAN USA programs.

and CDC partner to
host the Reno

Program founded. Armed Forces.

Consensus 2008: Mental
Development Health Parity and
Conference. Addiction Equity Act

2002: SAMHSA signed into law.

establishes national

1998: CDC funds
Suicide Prevention

Research Center at Suicide Prevention 2011: The
ici i i Department of
1996: Suicide University of Resource Center Dofonss

Nevada.

Prevention Advocacy
Network USA (SPAN
USA) founded.

Foundation Reducing Suicide: A 3\?0& Fe(;jeral (DSPO).

2)996:'W§rld Heéalth founded. National Imperative. Onorsllj?cgidgou[)

rganization an ) .
Urﬁte(IjZN;tions 1996: CDC qullshes gggr?sog\fiitls 2002: The first Out Prevention
o reenin 5 e Ko W i
gf \_SC;JIIC_/de:f " Americans Interfaith L

uidelines for the ' Conference on
Formulation and 1996: U.S. Air Force Religion and 2012: National
Implementation of  suyicide prevention Suicide. Strategy for Suicide

National Strategies.

initiative launched.

2000: The Jed
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(SPRC).

2002: Institute of
Medicine releases

establishes the
Defense Suicide
Prevention office

Prevention revised.






