
NLM Citation: Drugs and Lactation Database (LactMed) [Internet]. 
Bethesda (MD): National Library of Medicine (US); 2006-. Xenon. 
[Updated 2018 Dec 3].
Bookshelf URL: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/

Xenon
Revised: December 3, 2018.

CASRN: 7440-63-3

Drug Levels and Effects

Summary of Use during Lactation
Xenon is an inert gas that has ben used for general anesthesia. It was undetectable in breastmilk after extubation 
of the mothers. Breastfeeding can be resumed as soon as the mother has recovered sufficiently from general 
anesthesia to nurse.[1] When a combination of anesthetic agents is used for a procedure, follow the 
recommendations for the most problematic medication used during the procedure.

Drug Levels
Maternal Levels. Two mothers who underwent general anesthesia were given propofol and remifentanil as 
induction agents and rocuronium for intubation. After induction, propofol was stopped and xenon inhalation 
was used to maintain anesthesia for 57 and 59 minutes, respectively. Xenon was undetectable in breastmilk at 0 
and 300 minutes after extubation in both mothers.[2]

Disclaimer: Information presented in this database is not meant as a substitute for professional judgment. You should 
consult your healthcare provider for breastfeeding advice related to your particular situation. The U.S. government does 
not warrant or assume any liability or responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the information on this Site .

https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/substance/134988675


Infant Levels. Relevant published information was not found as of the revision date.

Effects in Breastfed Infants
Four mothers who underwent general anesthesia were given propofol and remifentanil as induction agents and 
rocuronium for intubation. After induction, propofol was stopped and xenon inhalation was used to maintain 
anesthesia for between 57 and 70 minutes. Infants resumed breastfeeding from 1.5 to 5 hours after the end of 
surgery. None of the infants had noticeable symptoms of dizziness or drowsiness. All infants fared well at home 
after their mothers were discharged.[2]

Effects on Lactation and Breastmilk
Relevant published information was not found as of the revision date.
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Substance Identification

Substance Name
Xenon

CAS Registry Number
7440-63-3

Drug Class
Breast Feeding

Lactation

Anesthetics, Inhalation

Elements

Gases
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