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DEATH TRARP: Pupils risk falling into the river while rushing to school because of the precarious state of the foot-
bridge, thus parents have demanded that Phemba Primary School be relocated to Dvokolwako across the Mbuluzi
River. (Pic: Zwelihle Sukati)
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News

By Bodwa Mbingo

released as an insignificant change
the issue of acquiring visas for Emaswati
to Mainland China, Business Eswatini
has urged govemment to be proac-
tive on the matter.

The organisation wants the matter
solved once and for all as trade, be it
cross-border or international, is the
lifeblood of the Eswatini nation.

Officer (CEO) E Nathie Dlamini yes-
terday urged govemment to careful-
ly study the situation and understand
it correctly so as to ease any misun-
derstanding on the matter.

This comes in the aftermath of ris-

reports that Mainland China has banned
local businesspeople and all citizens
from visiting that country. But the
prime minister has rebuffed such infor-
mation saying Emaswati are not banned
from visiting or trading with the
People’s Republic of China as earli-
er reported.

He explained that application pro-
cedures for visas to travel to China
have been altered for Emaswati and
that the only visa centre where Emaswati
should apply for a visa to visit China

hile the Prime Minister
WAmbrose Dlamini may
' have allayed fears and

Business Eswatini Chief Executive

ing anxiety emanating from recent

is at the Chinese Embassy in Pretoria
not at the embassy in Sandton or else-
where in South Africa.

The Times of Eswatini reported on
Wednesday that China had denied
Eswatini businesspeople visas to tray-
el to the Asian country to stock up on
merchandise.

It was reported that previously, local
businesspeople have had no chal-
lenges going to purchase merchan-
dise in China, but there were fears
that things had now changed.

Shocked

Business Eswatini highlighted that
they were shocked at the manner in
which the issue has come up as it
appeared as if it was coming from
social media, making it hard for them
to understand it. He said because of
this they have been downplaying it.

“However, there later appeared some
clement of truth on the matter and it
surprises us what has changed all of
a sudden to make the situation diffi-
cult for local businesspeople. We’re
currently in the dark and still coming
to terms with the situation. When
something like this happens, one has
to carefully study to comprehend it
and then come up with a strategy to
tackle it.

At the moment we are not sure of
what to make of the situation except
that it is an obstacle to the local busi-

BUSINESS ESWATINI URGES GOVT
TO BE PROACTIVE ON CHINA ISSUE

nesspeople. After diagnosing it, we
will act and if the situation is above
us we will report it to our superiors,”
commented Dlamini.

The CEO further expressed hope
that government would do all in its
power to work on the issue accord-
ingly and speedily.

It should be noted that China is the
country’s second largest trading part-
ner after South Africa, as confirmed
by Minister of Commerce, Industry
and Trade Manqoba Khumalo recent-
ly.

Khumalo, on the other hand, also
saw the need to engage stakeholders
in the business sector so that they
could also make their submissions on
the matter to find a solution. He said
if the country did not do anything
about the situation, small and medi-
um enterprises (SMEs) as well as big
businesses could suffer huge losses
owing to the magnitude of the trade
relations with China.

According to the latest notification
by the Chinese government, starting
from January 10, 2020, visa applica-
tion of Eswatini citizens to Mainland
China will be processed by the Chinese
Embassy in South Africa. At the same
time, the Chinese visa application ser-
vice centre and other Chinese diplo-
matic missions will not accept the
applications any more.

Newly-weds ordered

By Botiwa Mbingo

newly-wed couple of
AMahhashini past Mankayane

in the Manzini region has been
ordered to vacate a homestead they
call their matrimonial home.

This is after a conclusion that it
belonged to the man’s former wife
before she passed away four years
ago.

David Maphevu Dlamini and his
wife Vumile, nee Nkonyane, were
this week told by the Mankayane

B )

to vacate ex-wife’s homestead
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SR A boss blasts
By Bodwa Mhingo

' swatini Revenue Authority
(SRA) has blasted the
Southem Affican Customs

Union (SACU) Secretariat for

not being bold enough in tack-

ling issues of regional integra-
tion bordering on trade legisla-
tion amongst its members.

SRA Commissioner General
Dumisani Masilela yesterday
declared that as an organisation
they were growingly being frus-
trated by the slow processes that
unfold within this customs union.
This was during the overview
exercise of the SACU Preferred
Trader Programme at the Royal
Villas in Ezulwini yesterday.

He noted that SACU was not
up to speed in ensuring that mem-
ber countries give up their sov-
ereignty in part to allow free
trade across borders. He observed
that as things stand, SACU is
not behaving as the oldest cus-
toms union in the continent as
processes continue to take long
to be implemented.

A bold Masilela also noted that
the region’s counterparts in East
Africa were now far ahead of

the SACU pool because of how
countries interact amongst each
other. He said since in East Aftica
there was now a single legisla-
tion that guides imports and
exports amongst those countries,
SACU needs to be bold to also
make this happen in the region.

SACU S« cretariat

“Wehave, fo.  longtime, been
piloting a syster | where we would
only declare or = across the bor-

der. We delivc: d the technical

aspect of this vwhich was the con-

figuring of the svstem to accom-
modate us and our neighbours
South Africa.

When we were ready to launch
this we were told that we were
legally not able to implement it.
We took care of the legalities
and after some time when we
thought we were home and dry.
the lawyers camie up again and
said we now needed bilateral
agreements. My observation is
thatthe SACU Secretariat is not
bold enough to tackle such sit-
uations,” noted Masilela.

He said SACU was not will-
ing to drag all its member states
along in the updating of legis-
lation so as to tackle issues of
regional integration.

The purpose of yesterday’s
process was to raise awareness
on the SACU Preferred Trader
Programme to partner and sup-
port the member states in rais-
ing awareness on the National
Preferred Trader Programmes.

It was also to share with stake-
holders some aspects of future
AEQ programme in SACU

Regional Preferred Trader
Programme is a bid to improve
facilitation for compliant traders
using common acereditation

standards between customs admin-
istrations in SACU.

Dlamini and his wife

National Court that they should not
continue to occupy the homestead as
this is against the Eswatini customs
and traditions. It is common knowl-
edge that according to Eswatini cus-
toms and traditions, a man after the
death of his wife is not allowed to
bring in another wife into the matri-
monial home he shared with his deceased
wife. g

The couple learnt this the hard way
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Kol Kai Bulding,

VACATE: (Left to Right) David Maphevu

Vumile, nee Nkonyane, during their wedding ceremony.

(Courtesy pics)

as the National Court President Luke
Mavimbela and his assistant Samson
Ncongwane took their time school-
ing them about the country’s culture
and customs and how taboo their act
to reside at the homestead in question

1S.
This comes after the couple defied

o Eswalini Observer .

azi Plaza 5
Mbabane, Lilunga Hot BGPL.

) 2404 4437, 2404 4436, 24049600
24049797, 24040706

HORFICES | {IEMANINI OFFCES
oppasite Shoprite, Office No.3 Makhaya i

Siwe Diaminl 76003500, T6£2A7 1083 papains gy 1 o0 Ofce No.25
Celk 76700678, 7946 0377

Emat:

s Cell: 7612 4758,/ 7944 0385 Fax: 25057220  Celk 7643 6549, 7946 0358

allowed to take another wife and pro-

their home after their mother died.  ceed to live with her at the homestead
Dlamini Junior had requested the inter-  he used to share with their late moth-

all odds and proceeded with their white ~ vention of the court to also stop his er.
wedding a fortnight ago despiteacourt  father from possibly selling part of  In handing down judgment, the court
order that had been delivered tothem  the family cattle and further possibly  told the couple to swiftly vacate the
by police officers during their wed-  paying lobolato his new in-laws using  homestead and fry to look for anoth-
ding ceremony. The court order sought ~ the same cattle. er area they can call their home and
to address a complaint by Bonginkhosi ~ During the court’s initial sitting, raise their children. On the other hand,
Dlamini, the groom’s son, that his Bonginkhosi complained that, by tra-  the late wife's children have been

father had chased him and his other

dition and custom, his father was not
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'EMASWATI NOT

Stories by Sirwe Diamini

hension emanating from recent
reports that Mainland China has
banned local businesspeople and all
citizens from visiting that country,
Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo
Dlamini has refuted such. He said

In the aftermath of growing appre-

Emaswati are not banned from vis-.

iting or trading with the People’s
Republic of China as earlier report-
ed.

Dlamini was speaking at the clos-
ing of the 2020 Cabinet retreat at the
Pigg’s Peak Hotel yesterday.

Dlamini said there was a lot of mis-
information in the media about Eswatini
and the People’s Republic of China,
hence he needed to repeat his previ-
ous statements on behalf of govern-
ment.

BANNED FROM CHINA'

NOT BANNED: Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo Dlamini
addressing the gathering at the Pigg’s Peak Hotel yesterday

(Pics: Sizwe Dlamini)

“May I seize this opportunity to
address the current misinformation

about visa applications for Emaswati
wishing to visit the People’s Republic

of China. Government had issued a
statement about the aforementioned
issue through the ministry of foreign
affairs and international cooperation
last week but that statement seems
to have been ignored, hence I will
repeat the statement. Application
procedures for visas to travel to China
have been altered for Emaswati.
Causes for this alteration are yet to
be disclosed.
Visa
As a result, the only visa centre
where Emaswati should apply for a
visa to visit China is at the Chinese
Embassy in Pretoria not af the embassy
in Sandton or elsewhere in the Republic
of South Africa (RSA),” he said.
Dlamini added that the People’s
Republic of China reserved the right
to execute its public mandate the way
it sees fit without fear or favour or

prejudice. “I discourage all specu-
lative positions that have been adopt-
ed and floated as the reasons that
have caused this change in proce-
dure to visa applications. Let us all
remember that every sovereign nation
reserves the right to execute its pub-
lic mandate the way it sees fit with-
out fear or favour or prejudice. The
goyemment remains committed to
serve the citizens of Eswatini and
maintain an active interest in the
aforementioned matter,” he added.

POINTS TO NOTE

@ Foreign citizens must obtain a
visa before entry into China, with
the exception of visa-free entry based
on relevant agreements or regula-

tions.

@ Foreign citizens that fall into cat-
egories of Article 22 of the Exit and
Entry Law of the People’s Republic
of China are qualified to apply for
port visas from visa-issuing author-
ities entrusted by the ministry of pub-
lic security at a port of entry approved
toissue port visas by the State Couneil.

@ Eswatini is not featured in the
list of Agreements on Mutual Visa
exemption between the People’s
Republic of China and foreign coun-
tres.

ALL EARS: Minister’s with their principal secretaries listening attentively.

5 000 jobs, free government
laptops for Emaswati

have already been identified

Dlamini added that 2020 would
be the year of the small and medi-
um business enterprises (SMEs).

effective.
between the private and public sector because

Unemployment decreases as GDP projected to improve by 100%

| ile speaking at the
W/ 2020 Cabinet retreat,
the prime minister said

There shouldn’t be a difference

we are all working towards a similar goal of

the Eswatini Gross Domestic - “The year 2020, is themed the

rime Minister Dlamini
Palso said 5 000 jobs were
‘coming and government
would start rolling out the ‘one
laptop per child project’.
Dlamini said government was
ready to present 20 rural schools
with laptops for pupils in 2020.
“Information communication
technology (ICT) is a key focus
area for government as it pro-
vides a viable vehicle to drive
economic transformation.

In 2019 we rolled-out inter-
net connectivity to 116 urban
and rural secondary and high
schools. Through the ministry
of ICT, we also delivered con-
nectivity to 14 Tinkhundla cen-
tres and 40 health facilities.

In 2020, government will
start rolling out the ‘one lap-
top per child project’.

A total of 20 rural schools

and will receive 45 laptops each
from government,” he said.
Dlamini added that dairy
farming was expected to cre-
ate 5 000 jobs.
Boosting
“Government is also inten-
tionally boosting milk pro-
duction for self-sufficiency and
export purposes to boost busi-
ness growth and job creation.
The construction of a milk pro-
cessing plant has been com-
pleted and an operator engaged.
This has also triggered other
local milk producing compa-
nies to expand their facilities.
Dairy production is expected
to create 5 000 jobs at full imple-
mentation. Also, a scorecard
will be introduced in April 2020
to measure the performance of
ministers and principal secre-

Product had grown by 100 per
cent and unemployment in the
kingdom would decrease slight-
ly.

He said the unemployment rate
in Eswatini stood at 23 per cent

year of SMEs. Focus is on SME
- development, especially creating
‘business access to finance and
markets, and empowering the youth
and women with entrepreneurial
skills. Government will mtently

and it was projected to reduce  build strong relations with the pri-

slightly t022.10 per cent in 2020.
“We have improved relations
with major trade partners such as
South Africa, India, Taiwan and
signed a cooperation agreement
with Singapore. All of this has
allowed the kingdom’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth
in 2020 to increase by 100 per cent
10 2.6 per cent.This is an improve-
mentas in 2019 the GDP stood at
1.3 per cent,” he said.

taries. The scorecards will give the
prime minister and deputy prime min-

vaie sector, providing the enabling

environment o ensure 1S sustained
growth to enhance job creation
and innovation. For 2020 we will
be launching a new state and busi-
ness model known as State Business
Relations (SBR) to ensure regu-
lar, open, structured, timely and
detailed information exchange
between the state and business.
We expect the business sector to
commit to this model for it to be

ister an oversight of what ministries
are reporting to Parliament,” he added.

improving the lives of Emaswati, and we
believe the SBR will remove clutter and any
vacuum between state and | busmess”beacﬂed.

3.6 Hectare
Farm at
Malkerns

E5.5 million
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OUR VIEW: Business Eswatini CEO E. Nathie
Dilamini delivering his organisation’s perspective
during the SACU Preferred Trader Programme
Overview meeting at Royal Villas yesterday.

|
OVERVIEW: |
SRA's
Precious
Chauya
making her
presentation
on regulatory
compliance 1 - § /
collaboration R . ‘ . e i A i
and trade P e o : ——— e -
facilitation. TOP TABLE: SACU Secretariat's Marcel Ratsiu, SRA Director Customs Operational Policy Precious
Chauya, EIPA Executive Manager Trade Promotion Bongani Ntshangase and SRA Commissioner

General Dumisani Masilela in a light moment as they listen to speeches. /

LISTEN'UP:
A section of
the meeting's
attendants i
listening !'
attentively fo
the day's

Approvad by the Eswatinl Higher Education Council (SHEC)
ENROLLMENT IN PROGRESS

* ACCOUNMTIMNG AND FINANCE
* HUMAN REEOURCES DEVELOPMENT

ENPOLL FOR ANY

COURSE AND GET
255 BURSARY!

FIND USAT e | FIMAY ASK: Eswatini Sugar Association's Xolani Ngcamphalala posing a question.
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CAINT RETREAT 2020 AT PIGG'S PEAK HOTEL

;,,

iy ST

LONG ROAD AHEAD: Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo Dlamini cushioned by membe

rs of his Cabinet and principal secretaries after charting the way
forward for the current year at the Pigg’s Peak Hotel yesterday.

eporters were taken through a  into the boot of his car by amob thathad  bolted away. The group below accompa-
RrLa.re treat of gunslinging outside  promised to sell him dagga. The buyer  nied the buyer on the left and the road
uve on Wednesday when the  survived after the Saturday Observer leads to the bushes where the transaction

man on the right was kidnapped and shoved  reporters’ car arrived at the sceneand they ~ was to be sealed. (Pies: Zwelihile Sukati)

VACANGY: FARN SUPERVISUR ‘

ACAT Lilima Swaziland, a local Christian NGO based in Mbabane and involved in
rural development is looking for a suitable person for the FARM SUPERVISOR
position which must be filled as soon as possible. =
The position requires a well experienced person with farm aperations,
ﬁ-‘ production as well as management of farm workers for proper planning,
. production and marketing of all farm produce under minimum supervisien. The
position reportstothe Operations Manager

]

Key responsibilities of the job are:

Plan and implement farm production and marketing activities
Monitoring of all farm activities where ACAT is involved

Farm Assets maintenance & control

Supervision of all farm staff to ensure maximum performance
Participate in Farm Budget preparation and their controi

Qualifications: A Diploma in Agriculture or equivalent with proven experience
at a supervisory level in a farm position is a must for this pesition.

. Please email full application and CV to: The National Director. ACAT Lilima
| Swaziland

Email: secretary@acat.org:sz; and cc emdlamini@acat.org.sz J
)

if you do not hear from us a week after the closing date, please consider your
application unsuccessful.

Closing date: 30" January, 2020

e T e T T ey = . CTE

Lusiba Educational Assistance Programme (LEAP)

YOUR CHILD DESERVES THE BEST

GET AN EDUCATIONAL LOAN OF UP TO E50 000.

Getting your child the best education shouldn't be out of reach. With the

Lusiba Educational Assistance Programme (LEAP) from Nedbank, you can
now afford to give your children the future you have always wanted for them. |
Apply for the Nedbank LEAP and get a loan of up to E50 000 to pay for
tuition, registration, books, boarding or residence and more.

To apply visit any Nedbank branch or call 24608 1000.

www.nedbank.co.sz

see money differently

L . ‘:L



habiso Hlophe left no word

I unsaid in court when he
insisted that he escaped

from custody because the arrest-
ing officer did not handcuff him.

“I did not run away because I
wanted to but I was tempted. The
officers were simply not paying
attention to me. We went around
town with no handcuffs and also
without any close supervision,”
said Hlophe.

He argued that had the police
paid attention to him and did not
go gallivanting in town he would
have not been tempted to make
a run for it.

Hlophe was said to have run
away from the custody of police
at Mbabane magistrates guard
house sometime in July 2019 to
be apprehended on September
16,2019.

Relating the details to the court
was Constable Mhlaba Fakudze
who was the officer in charge of
the criminal. “We were by the
guard house. There were three

handcuffed because we were from
the courtroom and awaiting a car
to take them to Mbabane police
station,” testified Fakudze.

When he was finally appre-
hended Hlophe was said to have
fought the officers and resisted
arrest. What surprised the court
was that during his first appear-
ance he pleaded not guilty to the
count and told the court that he
did not run away.

During his last appearance he
changed tune and said he indeed
escaped but he did so because he
was not handcuffed or that the
officers maintained vigilance on
him.

“I’m pleading guilty to the count
of escaping. I do understand that
I’m confusing the court but now
I’m saying I did indeed,” said
Hlophe.

The magistrate then wamed him
against confusing the court and
advised him to stick to his story
and not go around beating about
with information. He was sen-
tenced to a year in jail or E4000
fine.

‘I SELL DAGGA YOUR WORSHIP’

ter when it was time for the

accused to be cross exam-
ined when the magistrate asked
what he did for a living and he
bluntly responded that he sold
dagga.

“Your worship I sell drugs for
a living, it is what I do and how
I'm able to rent and make means
of getting by.” confessed Hlophe.

I[ was utter shock and laugh-

CAVUMIS A e

PUBLIC NOTICE

BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL
YEAR 2020/2021

Notice is hereby issued that the
Council has passed the Budget
Estimates for the year 2020/2021
in terms of Section 91(2) of the

‘Urban Government Act No.8 of
1969. The estimates are now
opened for Public Inspection free
of charge during normal working
hours (08; 00hrs to 16; 45hrs) from
the 22" to 30" January 2020 at

the Town Board Offices

Manzi Mthupha
Town Clerk

This irked the magistrate and he
had to stop and ask the accused if
he meant what he was saying and
if he knew the implications.

“Hlophe we are lawyers here
and adults we will not be made to
look stupid by you.

Do you understand the impli-
cation of what you just said tous
right now, that is a different case
on its own,” said the magistrate.

P. . Bax 6 Lavumisa 5410 Swaziland
Tel: (+268) 2304 6014 Fax={+268) 2304 6204
Cell; (+268) 7602 4523 / 7602 3953

Email; th@swaxi.net
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I WAS RUNNING AWAY - — _.
_Lwas RONNING AWAY — Tagchers, snakes roommates
Stories iy Delisa Thwala of the convicts and they were not = ’

Stories Iy Twelihle Sulkati = L.

ops, there is a snake on my
stoop!

Well, that has seemingly become usual
for teachers of Phemba Primary School
across Mbuluzi River on the other side
of the Dvokolwako hamlet, who find
themselves sharing their rooms with
snakes due to the appalling condition -
of the school and teachers’ quarters.

Phemba Primary is a mission school.

But the last straw was when a huge
python was found having slithered into
the isolated teachers’ quarters which is
nestled in between overgrown grass
and vegetation.

There is the nearby Mbuluzi River
and a thick forest to and from the small
dusty town of Luve.

The school itself resembles an aban-
doned village with dilapidated struc-  yUGE: The python that was killed after it was found at the
tures. It llaspmlfm windows, anddoors.  gaanhars? quarters.

Teachers live in one room houses at
the quarters which are in a terrible con-
dition, Most of the teachers are females.

Some doors have holes, big enough

for rodents and big snakes to enter.  weather. Speaking to some of the teach-
Other rooms have broken glass win-  ers at the school the educators bitterly
dows which expose occupants to bad  complained about the state of affairs at

Teachers hands not so clean — school grantee &5 o v vl

eachers of Phemba  formance thatled toparents  ers do notapply themselves contribution to the school.”

I Primary School pulling out their children in their work,” Shongwe He mdxfpareutsseesuch

stand accused of  from the school in the first ~ said, adding it was a first pmrperformanceﬂaeywﬂl

equally contributing to the  place. after so:many years for the. withdraw their children from

bad condition that theiinsti-  “Youcan’thaveaclassof school to have a merit in 1€ school and that means

tution has founditself in. 19 pupils and fail to pro-  last year’s examination. even Iesse_r ﬁmdxng smee
Giving commentonbehalf  duce a single merit pass or hy the school is depeadenr on
ofthe school, Musa Shongwe,  a first class. “That is why they don’t &overmment with the -ﬁee
the school’s grantee, said it That on its own goes fo  raise some of these things  Prmary education pro-

was the teachers’ poorper-  show that even the teach-  when I meet them because  SF80H¢-

',Z‘ 2, “;(: ST % e} ) B A
SIHHOBHO: A door to one of the teachers’ hous-
es at Phemba Primary School.

school’s entrance.
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at dilapidated quarters

the school and their living conditions.

“This 1s a crisis!” lamented one of the teach-
ers, speaking on condition of anonymity as no
one is mandated to speak to the media.

One teacher claimed she got the shock of her
life when she discovered a snake in her one

room.
Attempts tokill the snake, which was described

as a black mamba, were futile as it escaped
through a hole at the bottom of the door.

They also complained about their safety at the
school as it was situated in a remote and isolat-
ed area. When they have to go to the nearby
shops they have to use a footbridge, which they
described as dangerous.

“Salahlwa tsine kulesikolwa,” complained one
of the teachers, meaning they were forsaken at
school. They said because of the bad condition
of the school and its surroundings parents were
pulling their children out in numbers

Their fear has been increased after one of the
staffers was allegedly attacked by thugs on the
way to the school from crossing the bridge some
time ago. The thugs are said to have appeared
from the nearby forest as he crossed the bridge.

“They demanded money but I was lucky to
escape and outpaced them as it was already get-
ting dark,” said the male staffer.

The school’s grantee, Musa Shongwe, con-
curred with the teachers on the deteriorating
school and other challenges facing the institu-
tion. Shongwe, however, said he had not been
made aware about the python found at teach-
ers’ residence.

He said a lack of funding, amongst other things,
was a cause for this. It was agreed with parents
that the school be relocated as it was isolated
from the rest of the community in the area.

“As a school, we did our part and all traditional

protocol in following the kukhonta custom was
adhered to and we got the land. However, we
have been reluctant to pay the agreed upon sum
of E250 for the construction of the school,” the
school’s grantee said in an interview with this
publication.

He, however, denied claims that the school
committee was never formally introduced to the
teachers adding that he has regular meetings
with the teachers but no one comes out to raise
the issues they are complaining about.

School grantee says sex,
more sex at teachers’ quarters

sa mission institution teachers of Phembe

Primary School are not allowed to have

visitors of the opposite sex at the teacher
quarters.

However, Shongwe, opened a can of worms
in an interview with this publication. Shongwe
said some of the female change men through-
out the week.

“They lock men in their houses for the whole
week and when do you expect them to find the
time to prepare and apply themselves in their
work,” he wondered.

“Some change men throughout the week and

this is a serious cause for concern. How then
can they confribute positively to the school’s
performance for parents to enrol and keep their
children at the school?” he wondered.

Shongwe also said the school’s poor perfor-
mance, which leads to its deteriorating condi-
tions, was due to the calibre of teachers it attracts.
“We don’t have quality teachers coming to the
school and maybe once it has been relocated we
can be in a position to retain and attract quality
teachers.” Shongwe also said the previous head
teacher was too soft on the teachers, which cre-
ated a culture of laxity in their dutics.

l ‘is _~ i i ! 7";'%;

SLAUGHTERHOUSE: The teachers’ quarters where educators complain

about it deteriorating condition.

Govt to blame for giving parents authority over schools

“For example, we found a

sionaries and sourcing funding

Pupils fall into river from
footbridge on way to school

hocking as it may sound ey VS P
S a Grade IT pupil fell from
several metres from the
footbridge to the river, while
crossing the river to the school.

Tn fact, two young pupilshave

in the recent past almost lost
their lives as a result of miss-
ing their footing as the way-
bridge has big gaps from wormn
out and missing planks along
its walkway.

One pupil was lucky enough
to have been trapped by his
upper body from falling into
the river below.

Case

This was not the case for the
other pupil who missed a step
and fell to the rocks in the river.

“He was found unconscious
by those who were following
him and they raised an alarm.
Old as we are, as teachers, we
are scared of that bridge and
have been promised countless
times that it was going to be

CROSS OVER: The footbridge where at least
two pupils fell off, one who was lucky not to
have fallen to the river.

ernment when it decided to

give communities authori-
ty over schools, according to
Shongwe.

He said by government doing
50, little did she know that the
very same parents would fail
to contribute to the schools
smooth running.

It was a let-down by gov-

place in the heart of the com-
munity where there will be no
river to cross but alas, less than
20 parents paid the agreed upon
E250 for its construction,”
Shongwe pointed out.
Ago

He said it was not so long ago

when schools were run by mis-

was easy. “Government’s con-
tribution to the school as far
less and even if 200 pupils
enrolled it counts for nothing.

That is why the school will
have shattered and unrepaired
windows, broken doors and
overgrown vegetation because
of poor maintenance.”

fixed but nothing has hap-
pened,” some of the teachers
complained about the safety
of pupils on their way to and
from school, as well as their
own.
As the bridge is still ina very

bad condition and schools were

about to open some parents

who are tired of the excuses
decided to patch it up them-

as a school. Two children have -
fallen offit and we agreed with

selves and filled the gapsalong  parents to have the school relo-
walkway. cated to the other side of the
Shongwe, saidhe alsohadto  river,” Shongwe concurred.
personally fix the bridgehim-  Residents feel their children
self some time agobecauseof  have to pay the price for get-
its dangerous condifion. Ting an education with fisking,
“Wealso don'thke he'bndpe  their ives on a daily basis.

3. CDC-RFA-GH20-2027- Support Government of the Wingdom of Eswatint (GHet) to Provide
Comprehensive, Quality Assured Care, Treatment and Prevention HIN/TB Services o Achieve
and Sustain Epidemic Controlunder the President's Emergency Plan for ADS Relief (PERPEAR)

CDC Eswatini regrets that we cannot respond directl

F)pporturlity Announcements (FOAs). To assure that all interested parties have:
information, questions and answers are managed thro

individual FOAson httg:[fwww.grans.gov fordetailson

CENTEES Fom DiscASE”
CONTROL ANWD PREVENTION

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE US CENTERS 8§
FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION (CDC), &

UNDER PEPFAR

The United States s proud to be supporting Eswatiniin its fight against HIV/AIDS and TB.

CDC-Eswatini is pleased to announce five new funding opportunities available through the United
States' President's Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR):

1. CDC-RFA-GH20-2025-Strengthening National Epidemiologicand Research Capacity to Trackthe
HIV/TB Epidemic and Improve Health Outcomes in the Kingdom of Eswatini under the
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

2. CDC-RFA-GH20-2026- Strengthening the Delivery of Quality HIV/TB Laboratory Services at all -
Levels Including Quality Management Systems, Equipment, and Laboratory Network
Optimization for Efficient Patient Management in the Kingdom of Eswatini under the President’s
Emergency Plan foraids Relief ( PEPFAR). Sl A

4. CDC-RFA-GH20-2028- Coordination and Strengthening of the Kingdom of Eswatini Ministry of
Health's HIV and TB Programs under the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)

5. CDC-RFA-GH20-2029- Strengthening of the Kingdom of Eswatini's Voluntary Medical Male
Circumcision (VMMC) program under the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)

To apply for these funding opportunities, please go to http://www.grants.gov. You can go to the
"search grants" tab, and under the basic search criteria "keywords" you can type in the CDC-REA
number thatyou are interested in viewing.

vy to questions regarding thes Funding

ugh a centralized M'P!ease see the

who to contactif®

wial access to

veany questions.
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‘| BEAT HER UP FOR HIDING MY ARV

By Delisa Thwala

n agitated woman got more than she

Abarga'med for when she hid antiretrovi-
ral drugs from her lover.

This was heard when Sipho Mdluli pleaded
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TO THE SCHOOLS:
BRING A SAMPLE SO WE
CAN MANUFACTURE FOR YOU
THE BEST QUALITY AT THE BEST PRICE.

guilty at the magistrates court and admitted to
beating up his baby momma for taking his pills
and hiding them from him.

“Your Worship I’'m guilty of the charge. I did

hit Zanele Dlamini becaase she purposefully
took my pills and hid them yet she knew very

- bring the uniforms for branding.
m%mmwnmm
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"PRESS STATEMENT

Clarification on Misleading Report

The Ministry of Commerce Industry and Trade wishes to respond to an article
published in the Times of Eswatini on Friday the 24" January 2020 under the
headline "We should engage Chinese Govt' China Shuts Door to All
Emaswati. The Ministry wishes to make the following clarifications:

1. Areporter from the Times called and asked me about Government's position
with regards to assisting business people that are affected by the new visa

procedures from Mainland China.

. My response was that Government will engage business people with the view
of understanding how such a move affects them and we will look into solutions

together.

. Itshould be noted that Government's position on the matter had already been

communicated through a Statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and as such, we are bound by that collective position.

. No decision has been taken to engage Mainland China. Such a decision can
only be taken after extensive consuitations.

. As a Minister responsible for business development and growth in the
Kingdom of Eswatini, my only interest is the business position of the Kingdom
which should in no way, however, be in contrast with the political position of

the Kingdom.

. 1wish to, therefore, reiterate that my Mmlstry remains committed to providing

Support to @

Il businesses operating in the Kingdom, be it Micro Small and

Medium Enterprises or Large Enterprises, in order for them to thrive.

Released by:
enator Mangoba B. Khumalo
Minister for Commerce, Indusiry and Trade
ol 24" January 2020

well I take the lifesaving drugs every day,” con-
fessed Mdluli.

The accused is said to have hit his lover with
two slaps, fists all over her face and head while
she was at her place of abode in Hilltep, Zone
4. Upon arrival at Zanele’s homestead, hé is said

to have pushed open the door and locked it from:
the inside, that is when he started hitting Zanele
with open slaps on her face. When narrating the
incident to the court, Zanele said she did not
know the bone of contention butall she did was
to stand still while her baby daddy hit her.

“When he came in the house, he found me
speaking to a mechanic. The moment he shoved
himselfin everyone scampered, he then locked
the door, thereafter he started hitting me. After
some time, I do not know what happened but I
felt something on my hand and that is when I
forcefully pushed him and went for the door,”
explained a close to tears Zanele.

“She knew what else she did, she also went
to my residential home to start a squabble with
my other lover, who is also the mother of my
kids,” revealed Mdluli.

In her defence, Zanele said they always got
into arguments with Mdluli and he always hit
her based on information he got from outsiders,

which he then used as leverage to hit her.
But this time around, she decided enough was
enough and reported him to the police.
“T suftered a blistered mouth and my Ieft eye
was damaged. I could not see properly. I had to
go to the hospital after opening the case with the
police at Mbabane Police Station.” closed Zanele.
After hearing both sides of the story, themag-
istrate then postponed the case to Febuary 17,
where a number of witnesses will be bronght in
to verify some of the testimonies brought by
both parties. Prior to the case taking off, Mdluli
disclosed that he was not feeling well, howev-
er the magistrate would not accept his plea based
on his word of mouth. The magistrate respond-
ed by telling the accused that the court cannot
halt hearing the matter because of a person who
claims to be sick,
“Clarify to the court what kind of sickness you
are suffering from, we take sickness very seri-
ously but also we cannot stop the session just
because you are feeling a light headache, some
sicknesses are excusable,” clarified the magis-
trate.
Mdluli then told the court that he had a slight
stomach ache due to depression but preferred
to follow the court’s pmnounuernems

By Khetsiwe Khumalo

s we draw closer to the International
AEpiIepsy Day, which is commemorat-

ed worldwide, one has to ask themselves
if the disorder is given sufficient attention by
the ministry of health.

This was in actual fact sentiments of those with
epilepsy in the country. The sources who wished
not to be said the ministry gave priority to other
diseases such that within the ministry there were
advocates of certain communicable diseases
against others such as epilepsy. They, therefore,
feel abandoned and neglected.

The affected persons said this after noting that
other illnesses are even able to get funding from
international organisations because the ministry
goes out of their way to write letters requesting

for financial assistance.

The solutions to these problems, according to
the affected persons, are too complex to be solved
by the Eswatini Epilepsy Organisation (EEQ)
alone. They further disclosed that the subven-
tion of E1 million that goes to the organisation
is not enough because the number of people with
epilepsy increases every other day and that their
medication is expensive.

They said information about the disease, includ-
ing the myths and superstitions surrounding it;
the social and cultural stigma that attach to the
disease, and inadequate performance of health
system in the country reduced the chances of
reducing the numbers of people with epilepsy.

Comparing themselves to other affected per-
sons living with certain illnesses, they said they
noted that given the attention, some of those suf-
fering from similar diseases managed to reduce

the number of pills they take in a day.

People with epilepsy thanked organisations
that have helped donate to their cause and fur-
ther asked companies to lend a helping hand in
supportmg epileptic patients smce drugs were

expensive.
They further asked the rmmsn'y of health to

also prioritise their organisation.

The Eswatini Epilepsy Organisation (EEQ)
Director, Mbusomuni Mahlalela could not com-
ment and directed queries to the ministry.

“We will be commemorating the International
Epilepsy Day nextmonth. Asdone in previous
years, we will be hosting yet another Yellow
Epilepsy Charity Half Marathon, which will
start as early as 6am at the King Mswati I
International Airport on the 16th of February,”
said Mahlalela. :

Minister of Health Lizzie Nkosi stated that the
epilepsy organisation is subvented with E1 mil-
lion each year.

“Subventions have not been increased forany
recipients due to financial constraints,” said
Nkosi.
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postolic Faith Mission
AChurch in Nhlambeni, cur-

rently led by Pastor Russell
Dlamini of the National Disaster
Management Agency (NDMA),
is facing challenges as founding
members are divided over the lead-
ership. Pastor Russell, however,
rubbishes any allegations of a rift.

Whilst some members have accept-
ed the new leadership of Pastor
Russell, some still believe they
must be led by the most senior
founding leader Pastor Simelane.
At the centre of the breakup is a
pre-school whereby Pastor Simelane
packed what he believed belonged
to him and left. The pre-school is
an extension of the church busi-
ness.

The aggrieved members allege
that Pastor Simelane has contin-
ued to suffer as a faction of the
members orchestrate that he be
sidelined in all matters involving
the pre-school. This has earned
Pastor Simelane some sympathis-
ers.

Some of the senior members allege
that the new faction of youngsters
is out to destroy the founding father
by taking over everything he has
worked hard for over the years.
They claim the pre-school has divid-
ed the church.

“If they can destroy the integri-
ty of the founding father then that
is bad for the church as an institu-
tion. Just because he has not been
fighting them they are now destroy-
ing everything that he started. They
have taken the church from him,
now they want the pre-school which
generated income for the church,”
alleged the source.

A letter dated August 8, 2019,
from the new faction to the senior
pastor demands to be handed oper-
ations and general management of
the local pre-school.

“The Church Board of the
Nhlambeni AFM would like to
humbly advise Pastor Simelane
that the board met to consider the
operations and management of the
pre-school operated under the name

P S
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APOSTOLIC'S PASTOR
RUSSELL IN CHURCH FIG

READY Playf‘ eld ready for the preschool and sunday school. ‘

P A L

of the local assembly within church
premises,” reads the letter.

The letter continued to make
demands, “after numerous delib-
erations on the pre-school opera-
tions and management it was decid-
ed that from 01 January 2020, the
church board resumes full opera-
tions and management of the pre-
school. The National Executive
Committee has been advised and
is aware of the decision taken by
the church board,” continued the
letter.

The letter, whilst making such
demands, continues to plead with
the pastor, “the church board humbly
requests for an appropriate date
and time when the pastor, S. Simelane,
would be available at the local
preschool to meet with the church
board and discuss the handover
process’. Church Secretary Samuel
Tsela had this to say: “T think issues
of the church are better answered
by the church pastor.”

When Tsela was probed if the
pastor was the one who ordered
him to write the letter to the found-
ing father of the church, he changed
tune, saying “the letter was writ-
ten by the whole leadership, not
me but we were in a meeting and
it was resolved that we compileit.”
When he was further probed if the
founding pastor was present at the
meeting, he said the pastor was
excused. He could not confirm
whether Pastor Simelane was still

IN DISPUTE: Repamted Preschool at Nhlambeni at
the centre of controversy-

part of the church he founded. It
has been reported that the senior
pastor has now established a home
in Madonsa.

Tsela further denied that there

was any leadership squabble in
their church, claiming he was not
privy to information to the effect
how Pastor Simelane left. He also
could not explain how the new led-
ership came to claim operations
and management of the pre-school

when the founder had not handed
it over to anyone.

“We were following the policies

on assets of the church, which allow
us to take over the pre-school since
Pastor Simelane is no longer an
active member. There are chal-
lenges that were a cause for con-
cem regarding the pre-school where
property was being vandalised and
NO ONe Was repairing or maintain-
ing the structure.” added Tsela.

He went on to disclose that the

funds for the pre-school were not
accounted for and no one was aware
how much was being made from
the pre-school.

Asked why the pre-school had to
contribute to running of the church
when it was a private entity of the
founding pastor, Tsela said that
was why they wanted to rectify the
issue and take over the operations
and management of the pre-school.

“] think you better talk to the chair-
person,” pleaded Tsela. The chair-

person was called but never respond-

ed to calls, sending text he would
call later. After a while when he
was called he never responded to
the calls from the Saturday Observer.

Pastor Simelane confirmed knowl-

edge of the letter and its contents,
asking how it was leaked to reporters.
He said he was not in the business
of talking ill or behind the back of
other people.

“Feel fiee to contact the church
and I guess they are in a better posi-
tion to answer on the issue. I'have

nothing to say unless [ know the
origin of the letter. I can only con-
firm knowledge of the letter but
will not say anything on it,” said
Simelane.

He further shared that he would

not like to be drawn on the issues

of the church through the media,
saying members know where to
find him and calling him would be
ideal so that they can iron out any
issues.

About the pre-school. he said he
only visited the church to take his
equipment to avoid any petty talks.
He said he started the pre-school
to assist the community.

“In respect of the community [
decided to avoid petty talks, I just
took my equipment at the school.

This is something I did in peace to
avoid involving the community
leadership in challenges they do
not even need as I khonta-ed for
the pre-school.” said Simelane.

TROUBLED: The Apostolic Faith Mission Church
Nhlambeni branch

“What wrangle,
everything’s
fine here’

urrent Nhlambeni A postolic Faith

Mission leader; Pastor Russell Dlamimi

sounded astonished about the state
of affairs at his church, reii rating that they
had no issues that merit media interest.

“There is nothing extra-c rdinary on the

issue, we are just in negotiations with Pastor
Simelane to have the pre-school run under
the church for safety of th: children, and
parents to also know the church is behind
the pre-school project,” said Pastor Dlamini.

Dlamini further shared that the church

planned to expand and have the pre-school
in a proper and bigger professional struc-
ture that would be child-friendly.

He said the church was currently engaged
in structural expansion projects that would
also include the pre-school to ensure the
safety of the children.

Parents must know that the pre-school is
indeed under the church.

Things to know
about Apostolic
Faith Mission

he Apostolic Faith Mission
l- (AFM) is a classical pentecostal
church established in May 1908,
mfluenced by the April \O06 Azusa
Street Revival inLos Angeles.

It was also born two years before
the Edinburgh World Missionary
Conference.

Between then and now, the AFM
followed a lone mission and evange-
lism journey outside the World
Missionary conferences and that on
World Mission and Evangelism.

Racist

Although the AFM expanded from
South Africa to six continents, its
growth was encumbered by racist and
colonial WHVES of' mission and

evangelism.

Its first wave of missions was led by
Indigenous South Africans at the
Revival in Doornfontein and those
from the neighbouring countries who
worked in mines in SA.

The second wave included organ-
ised missions by white South Africans,
who unfortunately had to pull back
from Southern African countries

because of intensified struggles for
liberation.

The third wave was by local con-
ed hubs for Mis-

smnsafops?aiczﬁc countries (India and
Pakistan).

The fourth wave was by Zimbabweans
who left their country because of dif-
ficult economic conditions.

The isolation of the black church-
es in South Africa based on the influ-
ence of apartheid policies allowed
black members to develop their own
local ecumenical perspectives, which
enabled them to have a broader under-
standing of mission and evangelism.

This helped the church to move into
the ecumenical world.
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Stories by Ackel Zwane

young man of Mpofu near
ABuhtcm‘ in the Hhohho region
died a gruesome death last week
Tuesday when a mob of nine residents,
including an armed soldier, allegedly
pounced on him, battered his head with
a pick handle and a volley of bottles
before leaving him for death in the sug-
arcane fields at Sidvwashini. One of
these, still on the run, is alleged to be
an armed soldier based at Buhleni who
Jomed the impi with his ﬁJlly—Ioaded
service firearm.
Sources say it all began when
Mapoyipoyi Dumisa Ndzabandzaba,
20, the deceased, approached his half
cousins to enquire about the theft of
his dagga hidden in the fields. That was
late in the afiernoon on his return from
the hammer mill where he had been
sent by his mother. His mother Cham’kile
Ndzabandzaba said Mapoyipoyi left
shortly thereafter to buy airtime at a
kiosk not very far from his home. The
mother said she heard noises that her
son was being attacked deep in the sug-
arcane fields, where he was assaulted
extensively by the mob comprising his
half cousins. It later transpired that some
of the attackers actually accused
Mapoyipoyi of being the one who also
invaded their fields and stole their pre-
vious harvest. Cham’kile says the mob
resurfaced after 6pm from the sugar-
cane fields after having completed their
mission. A neighbour came to alert
Cham’kile that her son was left for
dead, in fact he was not moving. It was
not until three hours later that the
deceased’s young brother joined the
mother to search for him. By then it
was raining heavily and it was diffi-
cult to manoeuvre the cane. “When we
found him I shook him but he was
breathing with extreme difficulty. He
had also been in the cold a very long
time after the beating. We called police
emergency number 999 who later called

8 HELD FOR KILLIN
MAN OVER DAGGA

...armed soldier on the run

GRIEWNG Cham'kﬂe Ndzabandzaba. (r) LATE Mapoy:poy:
Durnisa Ndzabandzaba.

the Buhleni police. We took him to
Mkhuzweni Health Centre where he
was transferred to Pige’s Peak Government
Hospital and later Mbabane Government
Hospital, where he finally succumbed
to death.” Cham’kile, the grieving
widow, demands answers, especially
after it had been rumoured that the sus-
pects had been granted E5 000 bail
each when her son finally died. She
now relives the death of her husband
back on 2010, who died in a car acci-
dent and she was left with this son to
keep the fires burning in the household,
but now he is gone, killed by relatives
over marijuana. Chief Police Public
Relations Officer Superintendent Phindile
Vilakati confirmed the incident, say-
ing the suspects had now been charged
with murder and also with assault with
intent to cause grievous bodily harm
in that another of their victims survived.
With the dire economic situation in
Eswatini most people supplement their

meagre incomes by dealing in mari-

juana. The unemployed have taken it
up as full ime employment, bringing
home new lifestyles but the drop debate
to legalise the herb and its near free

movement in South Africa and Lesotho
has plummeted the price. After hours
of scrambling over rugged mountain
terrain, Eswatini's drug squad finally

found what they're looking for: a secret

field packed with some of the world's
strongest dagga. As early as 2012 Dagga
News reported that prized for its poten-
cy across the world, ‘Swazi Gold’ is
grown in the remote northern moun-
tains of this tiny African kingdom., then
smuggled into neighbouring South
Africa and on to Europe and North
America. Police in impoverished Eswatini
say that despite dousing acres of tow-
ering plants with deadly insecticides,
they are losing the war on dagga to dirt-
poor peasants bent on protecting their
most lucrative crop.

Arrest warrant out for on
the run soldier Matfonsi

n Monday, an arrest war-

rant was issued by the

Pigg's Peak Magistrate’s
court for the arrest of Mpheme
Matfonsi, who is employed by
the Umbutfo Eswatini Defence
Force based in Matsapha.

His colleagues say he is a reg-
ular at Phoeweni Barracks. He
is being sought for the charge of
murder as he was ‘duly sum-
moned to appear before the court
of the Pigg’s Peak Magistrate at
900am in the forenoon on a charge
of murder and failed to appear

as aforesaid.” Further down the
warrant of apprehension it is stat-
ed that “these therefore, in His
Majesty’s name, to command

you that immediately upon sight
hereof you arrest and bring the

said accused or cause him/her to

be arrested and brought before

the said court to be dealt with

according to law.”

On Count | accused number 1
to 7 are charged with the offence
of murder. In that upon or about
the 13th of January, 2020 and
at or near Sidvwashini area in
the Hhohho region, the said
accused persons either one orall
of them acting jointly and in fur-

therance of a common purpose
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did wrongfully, unlawfully and
intentionally kill one Dumsani
Ndzabandzaba , whois 20 years,
of Sidvwashini by assaulting him
with fists and kicks and several
times all over the body and fur-
ther assaulted him with a beer
bottle once on the head and there-
by commit the crime of murder.
On Count 2, accused number
Ito 7 are charged with the offence
of assault with intent to cause
grievous bodily harm. [n that
upon or about the 13th January,

2020 and at or near Sidvwashini

in the Hhohho region, the said
accused persons either one or
both of them acting jointly in fir-
therance of'acommon purpose,
did wrongfully, unlawfully and
intentionally assault one Sifiso
Maphanga with open hands and
fists several times all over the
body with the intention of caus-
ing him grievous bodily harm
and thus did contravene the said
Act.

The seven are: Nkululeko
Ndzabandzaba, Senzo Mkhwanazi,
Jacob Ndzabandzaba, Amos
Masango, Zakhele Mngometul,
Malungisa Mathonsi and
Mahawukela Matsebula all under
Chief Dzeliwe of Sidvwashini.
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Samr ay Ohserver Reporters

action-packed movie when reporters

from this publication witnessed —

first hand — a car hijacking attempt by

armed thugs.
The incident played itself out on Tuesday.
One young man is lucky to be alive
and he has his stars to thank for the arrival
of the Saturday Observer team, who
were travellingalong the Luve —
KaKhuphuka gravel road on other assign-
ments. As the team drove along, a few
kilometres from the small dusty town
of Luve, attention was drawn to a man
who was being wrestled into the boot
of a Mazda by some men, one of whom
was armed with a pistol and pointing
at him.

m—?'hg;ndmna played itself out in broad
daylight and it was gathered that cars
drive passed that route once in a while.
However, another car had just past by

It was like watching a Hollywood

and the squabble happened afler it but
only to find that the Eswatini Observer
team was to pass follow soon.

Upon seeing the Saturday Observer
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Movie style gun—tottmg over dagga at Luve

ALMOST: The lucky man who was almost robbed and kid-
napped watches as the thugs get away.

car approaching their distance, they let
go of the manand took to their heels. A
stone’s throw away was their getaway
car, which sped off immediately as they

all got inside. The man. with a blood-

ed hand from what he later explained
was a cut from a hunting knife that was
carried by one ofthe criminals, screamed
to the team to give chase as they had
already robbed them of their cellphones.
He was in the company of a friend
when the thugs struck.
Having picked what had been hap-
pemng, the news feam fried (o pursue
the getaway car to note the licence plate
numbers, but it proved a bit too risky as
the one of the men dangled a pistol
through twindow as a sign to back off.

When the team made a stop to the
almost kidnapped man in the hijacking
attempt, the survivor said they were led
to the secluded hilly side of the location
by the thugs, who kept on calling them
for what the news team then gathered
to be a proposed dagga deal.

“They were driving a car with a Botswana
number plate and they claimed to have
gotmy number from someone I knew,”
said the obviously traumatised young
lad, whose identity will be kept confi-
dential to this publication.

Speaking in confidence to the team,
they narrated how they thought this was
going to be a good dagga deal.

They said the culprits kept directing
them to this side of town and just when
they did meet for talks, they changed

tune. “They werenot interested in any
dagga deal but our ear, cellphones and
money. They had already taken the cell-
phones and thelr nfention was now o
bundle us in the boot, drive us 1o wher-
ever and dumpus or kil us there.” said
one of survivors with a bleeding hand.

He said he was cut by one of the thugs’
knife, as he tried to avoid being stabbed
while being pushed out of the car before
the other drew a gun.

It could not be established on the exact
number of criminals as others were in
the gateway car. “Had it not been fur
your approaching car, the worsaseuld

have happened'to us W other
one was threatenmg gull the rigger
e iately notified of
ierobbery by the armed
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VENDORS, TAXIMEN PUSH

PEDESTRIA

edestrians have become the lat-
Pest victims of vendors and taxi-

men in Mbabane who are forc-
ing them out of sidewalks into the busy
roads.

Fruit and vegetable vendors line up
their wares on the pavement blocking
the passageway from pedestrians who
are their sources of income as they come
to buy before the start of the working
day. §

Further down along the line of ven-
dors adjacent to the bus rank are a group
of taxis whose drivers block the entrance
into the bus rank by stopping everyone
to advertise that they have transport.

A vendor, said the space is congested
and they can hardly package orunpack
their wares for display.

This involves unwrapping huge bags
of vegetables such as cabbages while
on other days vendors bring the cargo
of bales of used clothing for sale all shar-
ing the limited space.

“No pedestrian has been hit by a car,
people are always on the lookout they
know it’s in the city and that we sell
here. Where do you think we can get
the people to buy from us if we were
not based here. The bus rank was built
for us to make a living, we pay licence
fees,” said a somewhat hot-under-the-
collar vendor.

But a random brief interview of main-
ly commuters during the rush hour
revealed that things could be done bet-
ter than having to duck fast cars, espe-
cially kombis and buses rushing to offload
and reload at the bus rank. Others felt
the vendors and taximen have begun
behaving like kombi conductors who
are short of grabbing people passing by
to sell their business.

In the bustling city of Maputo in near-
by Mozambique, the municipality there
is relocating all vendors ‘plying their
trade on walkways and other inappro-
priate places’ from the central business
district (CBD) to stalls and shops in var-
ious municipal markets.

At least that city has provided sever-
al municipal markets as opposed to
Mbabane with only one surrounded by
a few kiosks that also double up as repair
shops or tailoring cabins.

Although there was no immediate
response from the municipal council
regarding specific questions on the sub-
ject matter, in its Intergrated Development
Plan 2019-2024 in addressing social
inequality in the municipality, in a bid
to ensure sustainable development, it
promises to take more than the con-
ventional approaches of socio-economic
development focusing on household
and community dynamics, including
legal and justice issues, but will focus
on the causal relationship between social
inequality and equitability.

“To this end, focus will be on improv-
ing the socipeconomic status of indi-
viduals and families through creating
employment opportunities for residents
of Mbabane.

“This will be a function of stimulat-
ing business activity and growth from
within the city before effort is directed
at attracting business to Mbabane, and

keep them through creating the right

™

BUSINESS: Vendors have little or no consideration for those
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using the walkway, they mind their own business. (Pics:

Zwelihle Sukati)

i

Effort will be directed at supp;)rting
local entrepreneurs, especially business
startups for the youth, and SMMEs

NO THOROUGHFARE: Both vendors (L) and taxii
pedestrians are forced out of way.

= -

& , pro-
viding shelter and improving the Mbabane
CBD market for it to match the desired
City standards so that entrepreneurs

OUT OF WALKWAYS

NO WE’RE TO WALK: A pediestrian is forced to leave

ol
-

the walkway to vegetables while she risks being run

over by cars.

imen block the way by competing for business and do not care that

would make the money they can
make from the market.
Furthermore, the municipality says
programmes to be implemented
include youth entrepreneurship (in-
school and out-of-school), setting
up proper shelters for street ven-
dors, upgrading the Mbabane Market,
attracting businesses to locate in
Mbabane, and actually remain in
Mbabane, fostering an enabling pol-
icy environment for job creation
and poverty alleviation, encourage
businesses to operate beyond Spm,
provide incentives for local busi-

STOREROOM: Fruits and vegetables warehoused on
the pathway for pedestrians in Mbabane.

ness in council’s procurement. and
ensure business opportunities for
communities.

All of the above will be in addi-
tion to the provision of basic ser-
vices to the communities in order
to ensure a broad coverage of all
basic and important socio-economic
development approach. The city
will-also consider industries that
could be strategic to locate in Mbabane
given the city’s strategic location
in order to facilitate the establish-
ment or attraction of existing busi-
nesses in such industries.
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GOOD RAINS BAD F

Stories by Botwa Mbingo

he next three months will proye ago-
I nising for a family of two adult siblings
with disabilities and residing in a dilap-
idated six-roomed stick and mud house at
Mangwaneni location in Pigg’s Peak, where
poverty thrives.

While the forecasted weather pattern show-
ing that the country will continue to receive
good rains until May this year comes as pleas-
ant news to most Eswatini farmers, such
spells gloom for this helpless family.

Banele ‘Smaras’ Khumalo (44), who got
injured while at work back in 2002 and as a
consequence lost both his hands, lives with
his elder sister, Ntombizile Mitsetfwa, who is
also disabled, having been born with the dis-
ability.

They live with the latter’s six grandchildren
in the dilapidated house. All they draw on to
put food on the table are their government dis-
ability grants of E540 each that they get every
three months. Ntombizile, despite her disabili-
ty, has been forced to supplement this with a
meagre allowance of E350 she makes for
looking after a neighbour’s child.

Every time it rains, misery grips this house-
hold due to excessively leaking roofs, glaring-
ly damaged walls that show the outside of the
house and the fact that their house is slowly,
but surely crumbling. For now they just live
on wing and prayer hoping to see the next day
before they are declared without shelter.

“We literally have to stand up until morning
during rainy nights and the situation is wors-
ened by the fact that my brother can no longer
use his hands to fix the house. Over the years,
we have watched the house crumble bit by bit
and we are just helpless,” says Ntombizile in

[l

HELP: Khumalo, with a disability inside their falling house.

a sad tone.

According to a report released by the
Eswatini Meteorological Services, there is a
generally increased chance of normal-to-
above-normal rains for the last half of the sea-
son, from January to March.

However, the department further revealed
that, temperatures are expected to relatively
remain warm during the day with occasional
cold episodes.

The report further states that rainfall was
expected to be relatively normal throughout
the country, with a chance of above normal in
most parts. During February, March and
April, there will be a chance of normal to
above normal rainfall over most areas within
the region. Meanwhile, in March, April and
May, normal to above normal rains will con-
tinue to be received over most parts of the
regions.

This, therefore, sends shivers down the spine
of this needy family.

As if that is not enough, they also stand to
lose the plot the house is situated on as the
Pigg’s Peak Town Council says they are in
outstanding rates payment of close to E28
000, confirmed Ntombizile.

Their situation is so dire that they are ready
to accept any kind of assistance from the pub-
lic. The family also urges the area’s Member
of Parliament (MP) and Minister of
Agriculture Jabulani ‘Buy Cash’ Mabuza to
assist obtain aid for them.

“As things are, we can even hardly put food
on the table, while also sending the children to
school. We ask members of the public to be
sympathetic to our plight and come to our res-
cue in any way they can,” Ntombizile further
pleaded.

The family’s situation seems to undermine a

Family sees light at end of tunnel

as disability grants increase

ollowing the good news
ch]ivercd by the office

of the deputy prime min-
ister pertaining to an increase
in government disability and
elderly grants going forward,
this is the only thing that has
lifted the needy family’s spir-
1is.

On November 13, 2019, Prime
Minister Ambrose Mandvulo
Dlamini announced what could
be described as music to the
ears of the elderly and people

with disabilities that their grant ~ disabilities.
would increase by E100 as of ~ The disability grants would
this month. He said beneficia-  increase from E180 to E280
ries of the elderly grants would ~ per month.
be paid ES00 per month, start-  In a press release this week,
ing this month. Deputy Prime Minister’s Office
Grant Principal Secretary (PS)
He mentioned the grant was  Makhosini Mndawe announced
previously E400 permonthand  that the distribution of the grants
this was a way of effectinga  commenced yesterday, bring-
cost of living adjustment. ing some excitement to the ben-
Dlamini said the adjustment  eficiaries, including the impoy-
would also come withanincrease ~ erished family based in Pigg’s
in the grants paid to people with ~ Peak.

OR FAMILY OF DISABLED

5

FALLING: This is the outside of the dilapidated house
Banele ‘Smaras’ Khumalo, his elder sister Ntombizile Mtsetfwa and her six§

grandchildren at Mangwaneni in Pigg’s Peak. (Pics: Bodwa Mbingo)
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number of the United Nations (UN)
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
including:

GOAL 1: No Poverty.

GOAL 2: Zero Hunger.

GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation.

In September 2015, the UN General
Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development that includes 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Building, on the principle of ‘leaving no one
behind’, the new Agenda emphasises a holis-
tic approach to achieving sustainable develop-
ment for all.

The SDGs also explicitly include disability
and persons with disabilities 11 times.

Disability is referenced in multiple parts of
the SDGs, specifically in the parts related to
education, growth and employment, inequali-

ty, accessibility of human settlements, as well
as data collection and the monitoring of the
SDGs.

Although, the word “disability’ is not cited
directly in all the gpals, the goals are indeed
relevant to ensure the inclusion and develop-
ment of persons with disabilities.

#Envision2030 will work to promote the
mainstreaming of disability and the imple-
mentation of the SDGs throughout its 15-year
lifespan with objectives to:

* Raise awareness of the 2030 Agenda and
the achievement of the SDGs for persons with
disabilities;

* Promote an active dialogue among stake-
holders on the SDGs with a view to create a

better world for persons with disabilities; and
= Establish an ongoing live web resource on
each SDG and disability.

National Maize Corporation (Pty) Ltd

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF SUPPLIERS FOR |
GOODS, WORKS AND SERVICES - NMC PRQ 2020/2022 |

The National Maize Corporation (NMC) Pty Ltd invites all eligible and
qualified local and international firms including those owned by youth, |

{ Women and persons with disability to submit applications for prequalification §

| for general categories of supply of goods, works and services. The |
pre-qualification documents may be inspected and collected from the
reception area at NMC Head Office located at 11* Street Matsapha Industrial |
Sites, Matsapha, during working hours or downloaded from ESPPRA |
website www.sppra.co.sz or NMC website at www nme co.<r |

.1 All applications should be, marked PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR EACH
CATEGORY WITH THE DESCRIPTION AND PREQUALICATION
' NUMBER NMC PRQ XXXXXXXX” and should be submitted on a soft {
i3 copy ina COMPACT DASC (CD) on PUE version. Applicarions must 4
-"-1 be enclosed in a sealed envelope and deposited in the Tender Box situated |
A} at NMC at the latest by 4:00pm, SAST, on the 7* February 2020. Late
11 applications and applications received by telegram, facsimile or email will

not be considered.

Requests for clarification, must be in writing, addressed, via email, to | |
procurementi@nme.co.s2 NMC will strive to promptly respond in writing __
via e-mail to any requests for clarification up until close of business on |

 the 5" February 2020.

Sl (+268) 2STR 7412

&, infoa I T I
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By Delisa Thwala

ekelweni High School is
reportedly insisting on charg-
ing parents top-up fees despite

a blanket ban by the ministry of edu-
cafionuntil a school obtains approval,
Most pupils are alleged to have report-
ed for lessons but were turned back
by authorities because they had not
paid the top up fees.

Guardians for male pupils in Form
One and Form Three confirmed that
the learners were expected to pay E3
490 and E4 385, respectively, as top-
up fees.

Both guardians alleged that author-
ities demanded that they pay but
would rather not be put on the spot-
light regarding the matter because
they felt it was better to just pay than
be drawn into the fray relating to top-
up fees.

In particular Coli Thwala from the
welfare department did not want the
issue about school and top-up fees
mentioned in the story.

“Yes, the top-up fees are there and
they are wanted by the school. We
do not want to offend people, most-
ly the school because we do not want
this to put us in bad books. We do

INSISTS

DEFIANT MBEKELWENI HIGH
N TOP-UP FEES

_dn

TOP-UP FEES: Mbekelweni High School pupils.

not want the learners kicked out of
school because of this story,” said

Thwala.
Refused
When the school’s secretary was
called she refused to comment and
said she did not know anything. I

do not know anything, there is noth-
ing to say,” she said at the same time
refusing with her identity.

The deputy prime minister’s office
referred all questions to the Director
of Social Welfare, Moses Dlamini,
who said they were working on the

matter.

“We would love to immediately
help these children.

The DPM has asked for all their
details so that we make means to help

them.
“We will take this matter up with

" not do that,” concluded the school
committee member.

the ministry of educ:tion as soon as
possible,” said Dlarini.

Minister of Education and Training
Lady Howard-Mabiza said the last
she heard of a sim. r issue was a
long time ago. “I do ot think some-
thing like this still exi: +, we last heard
of it in the 2017 circuilar. I will have
to check with the RE()’s office,” said
Mabuza. REQ is Regional Education

Office.

A senior teacher whio was randomly
asked from another chool, Mbuso
Tfiwala, said schools 1+ longer request-
ed top up fees because such was ‘
banned by the minis' v of education.

“] teach at Ngcina Frimary Sehool
and we do not charge top-up fees.

Schools can make requests if they
want to apply top up fees,” said Tfiwala.

A member of the school commit-
tee who did not want to named said
as a committee, they were aware of
the top-up fees issue.

“Yes, this is a real issue with
Mbekelweni as parents are made to

pay top-up fees.

On Tuesday when schools apened
some pupils missed class as they did
not have the required fees,” confirmed
the school committee member. She
said they could not even negotiate
with the administrator who is new in
the position.

“The previous administrator allowed
friendly payment terms. A lot of par-
ents tried to negotiate to pay in instal-

ments but with the new administra-
tion in charge of the school they can-

ESWATINI CORRUPTION WORSENS BY DAY

By Botwa Mhingo
The country’s state of corruption

has worsened in the latest

Corruption Perception Index
(CPI) 0f 2019 released by Transparency
International (TI), an international
non-governmental organisation based
in Berlin, this week.

According to the report, Eswatini
ranks 113 out of 180 countries and
scored 34 out of a possible 100. The
score of 34 puts the country in the area
of corrupt to highly corrupt accord-
ing to the CPI scale and shared this
score with other countries, including
the Philippines, Zambia, Nepal, El
Salvador and Kazakhstan.

Similar to previous years, the data
shows that despite some progress, a
majority of countries are still failing

to tackle public sector corruption effec-
tively. Across the region, it shows that
money is used to win elections, con-
solidate power and further personal
interests. Although the African Union
Convention on Preventing and
Combatting Corruption has provisions
to prevent corruption and encourage
transparency in campaign financing,
implementation is weak.

This year’s CPI reveals that a major-
ity of countries are showing little to
no improvement in tackling corrup-

tion,

CPI uses a scale of zero to 100 to
rank nations, where zero is highly cor-
rupt and 100 is very clean. In 2018,
Eswatini scored 38 and in 2017 it
scored 37, The index ranks 180 cour-
tries and territories by their perceived

levels of public sector corruption
according to experts and business-
people. '

To end corruption and restore trust
in politics, Transparency International
recommended to countries, including
Eswatini, that it is imperative to pre-
vent opportunities for political cor-
ruption and to foster the integrity of
political systems.

“This year, our research highlights
the relationship between politics, money
and corruption. Keeping big money
out of politics is essential to ensuring
political decision-making serves the
public interest and curbing opportu-
nities for corrupt deals. Countries that
perform well on the CPI have strong
enforcement of campaign finance reg-
ulations,” reads the report in part.

According to the report, the top coun-
tries are New Zealand and Denmark,
with scores of 87 each, followed by

Finland (86), Singapore (85), Sweden
(85) and Switzerland (85).

The bottom countries are Somalia,
South Sudan and Syria with scores of’
9, 12 and 13, respectively. These coun-
tries are closely followed by Yemen
(15), Venezuela (16), Sudan (16),
Equatorial Guinea (16) and Afghanistan
(16).

Eastern Europe and Central Asia is
the second-lowest performing region
on the CPI, with an average score of
35

This year’s analysis also shows cor-
ruption is more pervasive in countries
where big money flows freely into
electoral campaigns and where gov-
ernments listen only to the voices of

wealthy or well-connected individu-
als.

More than two-thirds of countries
scored below 50 on this year’s CPL
with an average score of just 43.

In the last eight years, only 22 coun-
tries significantly improved their CPT
scores, including Greece, Guyana and
Estonia. In the same period, 21 coun-
tries significantly decreased their scores,
including Canada, Australia and
Nicaragua. In the remaining 137 coun-
tries, the levels of corruption show lit-
tle to no change.

This year, Western Europe and the
EU is the highest scoring region with
an average of 66/100, while Sub-
Saharan Africa is the lowest scoring
region with 32 points. Both regions
have kept an unchanged average since

last year.

Sub-Saharan Africa’s performance
paints a bleak picture of inaction against
corruption. With a score of 66, the
Seychelles eamns the highest mark in
the region, followed by Botswana (61),
Cabo Verde (58), Rwanda (53) and

Mauritius (52). At the bottom of the

index are Somalia (9), South Sudan

(12), Sudan (16) and Equatorial Guinea
(16).

While the Seychelles struggles with
issues of money laundering, which is
not measured by the CPI, several anti-
corruption laws, including a recent
access fo information law, and a newly
established anti-corruption commis-
sion have helped strengthen the coun-
try’s anti-corruption framework. In
addition, despite some restrictions,
dialogue between civil society and

government occurs through a nation-
al civil society platform.

Significant improvers since 2012,
Cote d’Ivoire (35) and Senegal (45)
still have much work to'de. The polit-
ical will demonstrated by the leaders
of both countries, which saw a num-
ber of key legal, policy and institu-
tional reforms implemented in their
early days in office, has been on a
backslide since 2016.

MANAGE CONFLICT OF
INTEREST
Governments should reduce the risk
of undue influence in policy-making
by tightening controls over financial
and other interests of government offi-
cials. Govemments should also address
‘revolving doors,’ establish cooling-
off periods for former officials and
ensure rules are properly enforced and
sanctioned.

CONTROL POLITICAL
FINANCING
In order to prevent excessive money
and influence in politics, governments
should improve and properly enforce
campaign finance regulations. Political
parties should also disclose their sources
ofincome, assets and loans, and gov-
emments should empower oversight
agencies with stronger mandates and
appropriate resources,

STRENGTHEN ELECTORAL
INTEGRITY

For democracy to be effective against

corruption, governments must ensure

that elections are free and fair. Preventing

and sanctioning vote-buying and mis-

information campaigns are essenfial
to rebuilding trust in government and
ensuring that citizens use their vote to
punish corrupt politicians.

REGULATE LOBBYING
ACTIVITIES
Governments should promote open
and meaningful access to decision-
making and consult a wider range of
groups, beyond well-resourced lob-
byists and a few private interests.
Lobbying activities should be public
and easily accessible.

TACKLE PREFERENTIAL
TREATMENT
Governments should create mecha-
nisms to ensure that service delivery
and public resource allocation are not
driven by personal connections or are
biased towards special interest groups
at the expense of the overall public
good.

Govemnments should protect civil
liberties and political rights, includ-
ing freedom of speech, expression and
association. Governments should
engage civil society and protect citi-
zens, activists, whistleblowers and
journalists in monitoring and expos-
ing corruption.

REINFORCE CHECKS AND
BALANCES
Govemments must promiote the sep-
aration of powers, strengthen judicial
independence and preserve checks
and balances.
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INDIA DELIVERS FIRST 1CC IN AFRICA,
NEW ESWATINI PARLY BUILDING NEXT

By Boriwa Mbingo

hings are already looking up
I following India President

Ramnath Kovind’s visit to the
country in 2018, where he promised
that his country would assist Eswatini
constructanew spacious Parliament
after that country delivered another
one of its promises in the continent
this week.

India on Tuesday inaugurated the
first ever convention made by if in
Africa with Foreign Minister S.
Jaishankar inaugurating the Mahatma
Gandhi International Convention
Centre (MGICC) in Western African
state of Niger as part of its outreach
to the continent.

According to the Economic Times,
plans are still in place for that coun-
try to also set up the Parliament build-
ing in the country along the Lobamba
— Lozitha road.

It should be noted that already in
April 2018, the President of India
Kovind and then Prime Minister
Bamnabas Sibusiso Dlamini unveiled
the about E290 million (US$20 mil-
lion) Royal Science and Technology
Innovation Park in Phocweni. The
park was constructed by a leading
Noida-based Engineering Procurement
and Construction (EPC) Company -
Angelique International Limited (AIL)
and was financed by the Government
of India under bilateral cooperation
in assisting the Eswatini govermnment’s
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) through the use of informa-
tion technology.

It is reported that the MGICC was
jointly inaugurated by President of
Niger Mahamadou Issoufou on 21
January. MGICC is the first centre
to be established in Africa by India
under grant assistance. The Centre

...First convention centre made by India in Africa launched as Delhi enters China's turf

r [
:
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NEW BUILDING: Parliament building.

honours the memory of Mahatma
Gandhi, whose 150" independencs
anniversary was observed in 2019.

The establishment of the centre is
a landmark for Niger-India friend-
ship, as also a symbol of India’s firm
commitment towards Africa. The
fourth edition of the India-Africa
summit will be held in Delhi later
this year, '

Spacious
The Convention Centre has been

designed as a spacious, modern and
eco-friendly facility, including a 2
000 capacity Plenary Hall, to witness
high-level and wide-ranging partic-
ipation from African Union (AU)
Member States and other high level
Conventions. The construction of
MGICC was completed in record
time despite several logistical and
technical challenges.

During his stay in Niamey, Jaishankar
also called on Prime Minister of Niger
Brigi Rafini and held discussions on

a wide range of bilateral, regional
and global issues with his counter-
part Kalla Ankourao, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and
Regional Integration of Niger.

India and Niger relations have
expanded significantly in the recent
years. India has provided Lines of

Credit worth US$96.54 million to
Niger for projects in transport, elec-
trification, solar energy and potable
drinking water.
Outreach
Several hundreds of officials from

Niger have utilised India’s capacity
building training programmes under
ITEC programme. India has also
extended US$15 million grant assis-
tance to Niger in support of organ-
ising the African Union (AU) sum-
mit held in Niamey on 7-8 July, last
year.

India, for the first time as part of its
capacity building outreach for the
developing world, has embarked on

Neither of these 21 countries have
world class convention centres where
they can host sub-regional or Pan-
African political Summits and mega
business meets.

Building convention centres have
s0 far been forte of China in South
Asia — Bangladesh and Sn Lanka -
and elsewhere which had reaped them

economic and political benefits.

India enjoys enormous goodwill in
Africabased on its training modules

a unique initiative to build conven-
tion centres across 21 African coun-
tries, an exercise that was hitherto
considered a success story for China.
Beginning with Niger, India is on
amission mode to set up a conven-
fion centre enabling Niamey (capi-
tal city) to host the African Union

and scholarships for African nation-
als. Besides Indian business enter-
prises are expanding footprints in the
continent. But this is the first occa-
sion that India is embarking on infra-
structure building initiative based on
sustained high-level focus given to
the continent by the Modi Government.
In fact, this is the first such Indian
exercise to build convention centres
in any part of the globe.

In the past India has created a
Presidential Palace in Ghana, Parliament
in Ghana besides the Parliament build-
ing in Afghanistan while also in the
process of setting up the Parliament
building in the country.

Delhi’s suggestion to name the con-
vention centres under Mahatma Gandhi
was accepfed notwithstanding the
fact he is not a national figure of those
countries. However, Mahatma Ganhhi
enjoys iconic stafus in Africa and this

enabled acceptance of Modi gov-
ernment’s suggestion.
These centres will follow \ocal cus-

Summit in 2019, Unlike the model
followed by Africa’s ofher partners,
India’s initiative is demand driven

upon request from its partners in con-

tinent, persons familiar with the process

1OTNS, TROUITeMEnts and architechug-
al designs.
While Indian firms will build the
convention centres, land for the same
will be allotted by the local govern-
ments. The ventures are also expect-

indicated with the process.

Besides Niger, convention centres  ed (o create local employment through

will be set up by India on a priority
basis in eight other Aftican nations
— Uganda, Zambia, Malawi, Gambia,
Burkina Faso, Togo, Gabon and
Libera upon request of these coun-
tries, ET has learnt. This will be fol-
lowed by such grand centres in 12
other African nations. It has been
learnt that the project work is in full
swing in Niger.

sub-contracts.

Meanwhile, in March 2018, India
announced plans of opening a diplo-
matic mission in the country. The
Asian country has plans to open up
to 18 missions in the continent and
the move seen as a major boost to
India-Africa relations, will increase
the number of Indian missions in
Affrica from 29 to 47.

Anti-diabetes campaigners reach out to those lazy bones

By Khetsiwe Khumalo

ith efforts to reduce a dia-

betic generation in the coun-

try, the Director of Diabetes
Organisation, Dumsile Mavuso, has
revealed that they want to engage
teenagers in an effort to raise aware-
ness and in getting them to exercise
and eat right.

Mavuso said they would engage 40
schools, 10 in each region, in their
mission to make teenagers growing
up conscious to the deadly but large-
ly preventable disease. She said their
biggest mission was to make chil-
dren refrain from spending all their
time watching television, playing
with their cell phones and opening
the fridge a lot. '

“If parents are willing to help us
make their children refrain from their
usual lazy schedule, they can contact
us at the office and we can help get
them active by making them exer-

cise after school or during the week-
end.” said Mavuso.

She further said they would bring
backall those games they themselves
played growing up which, would
keep the teenagers active and healthy.

Mavyuso said they had targeted pupils
after discovering that the rate of dia-
betic or obese was rising among the
younger age group of children. She

added times had changed, what made

them immune to the disease during
their times was that they were very
active growing up and ate healthy
foods, unlike the youth now that eat

a lot of junk and sit on the couches

with eithertheir phones or television

remotes.

Mavuso explained that they were
doing this to save the youth because
once one was diagnosed with dia-
betics, the possibilities of living by
injection was highly possible.

“The plan is to start with the ones
who have been diagnosed with dia-
betics at home, We will, with their

permission, visit their homes and see
the way they live and eat, then from
there we will go to their schools to
make the teachers, pupils and par-
ents aware of further risks,” said
Mavuso.

Mavuso further said they were also
looking to engage parents in having
the children be with them during

school holidays. She said they would

£o into depth with teaching diag-
nosed diabetic teens on how to be
independent and survival tactics for
when their parents are away or when
they get an attack.
Confident

“We won’tend in just playing games
with them, we will teach them on
how to eat healthy and make them
understand that this disease does not
choose, it can affect us all in our dif-
ferent age groups but we can dodge
the disease by all getting active,” said

Mavuso.

With the help of inspectors assigned
in the different regions, colleges and

DIABETES CANT

LS WE PROVIN

T PES OF ACTAVITIES

(=

NABETES CAMP

The diabetes organisation campaign in more details.
These are some of the activities the youth will partake in
when they join the campaign.

universities will also be reached and
Mavuso said she was quite confident
that they would reach everyone includ-
ing churches in their mission to teach
and raise awareness of diabetics.
“In all of our efforts we just ask that
companies to assist in donating mate-
rial that can be used to help the youth

getactive, “requested Mavuso.

251 . we reach

Dr. Okellas """-"-‘l' did not answer

to ans
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Stories by Zwelihle Sukati

peak of a bad start back to
S school!

Five school going children kicked
off the beginning of this year’s
school calendar on a sad note when
all the family’s food was reduced
to ashes by a mystery fire that con-
sumedeverything. They had no
option but to go to school, and bed
on an empty stomach.

One of the children is a Grade IT
primary school going pupil. The
children live with their elderly
grandparents in the isolated and

Gogo Mariah Tfwala, 74, strug-
gled to fight back tears as she nar-
rated how the kitchen hut (lidlad-
la) caught a mysterious fire from
the ‘sky” on Monday night. For
her it was an attack by the mysti-
cal fire of fubane that erupts spo-
radically without being provoked.

The Grade II pupil, according to
gogo Tfwala, was abandoned by
the parents when she was just a
year old and they never show face.
One of the grandchild has both
parents deceased.

“I don’t

rural community of KaKhuphuka. -

He said that was when he con-
cluded that the hut was on fire and
the two elderly couple stepped out
to the night to raise an alarm.

Gogo Tfwala said she had never
seen such strange fire in all her life.

“The fire was from the rooftop
and consuming the house all the
way down, like someone just climbed
to the rooftop and lit it there,” she
pointed out.

The elderly couple said the weath-
er was just normal to suggest the
hut could have been struck by light-
ning. “We only cook once a day,
during midmorning hours to say
that maybe there was fire that we
had not put out when prepared to
go to sleep.”

By the time neighbours respond-
ed to the alarm raised there was
nothing that could be saved from
inside as the thatched roofing col-
lapsed inside, burning everything.

The only thing that could be saved
was the other thatched house next
to it which had caught the fire. Next
day children had to go to school.

There was absolutely nothing to
prepare for the five grandchildren,
some of whom have both parents
deceased. “These girls (pointing
. at the children)

know whether
they are still

because none | . 4
ofthe parents | « §
cometo check |* g
on her or to
offer support,”
she said in a
shaky voice
and tearydur-
ing an inter- |
view. ;

When this
publication |
paid a visit to
the hemestead

school and  mealie-meal.
brewing maru-

la to rake in some income to mit-
igate the situation.

The old woman led us to the
impoverished family’s burnt kitchen
hut, which was still smoking from
the ashes of what once food and
other household utensils.

Were it not for the quick response
by neighbours during the night the
damage could have been worse as
the other hut next to it had also
| caught the fire.

and had gone to our J;cspect;ve
rooms to sleep. All ofasudden my
husband noticed a strong light
through the window and I quick-
ly concluded that light was prob-
ably coming from a car.”

She said now that it was the maru-
la season customers do come to
buy the exotic brew as it is one
opportunity in the season to make
a few bucks.

“However, as I paid much atten-
tion through the window I noticed
that the light was glowing even
stronger and that it was from kitchen
et 9P ke Ams vl

and further explained.

on Tuesday, ULELE ETIKO: Gogo Mariah
the grownup Tfwala shows what was left
girls were in one of the pots that had a
already from portion of some of the

“We had all retired for the night

1are all my
responsibility.
I couldn’t help
cry when the
young prima—

chlid com-
plamed of
" hunger in the
morning and
| there was noth-
| ing I could give
them, nothing,”
gogo Tfwala
B said, as she
o wiped tears off
= her eyes.
She said as the
day went by,
out of hunger
herself, she
went through
the burnt pots
with ashes of what was once mealie-
meal and beans. “Thad no choice
but chew on the ashes of the burnt
left over porridge that was in one
of the pots, before I could throw
it all away.” Mkhiweni Member
of Parliament Michael Masuku
says he could only go so far with
assistance but continues to scout
around, extending his hands to
business as well as humanitarian

organisations or individuals, espe-
cially those of ﬁmh to assist.

.-~

We had al remed fﬂr the
night and had gone to our
respective rooms to sleep.
Al of a sudden my husband
noticed a strong light through
the window and I quickly
concluded that light was
probably coming from a car

MYSTERY FIRE BURNS SCHOOL CHILDREN 5 FOOD 10 ASHES

SOS Gogo Manab waala shows the burnt kitchen hut, which left her family and school-going ’
grandchfldren with nothmg to eat. (Pics; Zwelihle Sukat:)

S,
SEASON: The children were found brewmg marula to make some income in order to have

something to eat during school days.

REMAINS: This is what was left from the pots and all the food that was in the kitchen hut.

FAMILY PLEADS FOR HELP

he Tﬁavafa family pleads for
any form of assistance, espe-
cially with food of whatever
quantity, from those with willing hearts.
In an interview with this publication
on the elderly gogo and mikinai/Tfivala
said they even had the strength to talk
because one neighbour had given them
a handful of mealie-meal in dish to
prepare soft porridge. Question was
what were the children going to eat
upon return from school. Another
challenge the family has is that even
if they can receive food donations
from neighbours, who are most equal-
ly as needy, how they were going to
cook because all pots and plats were
burnt beyond repairability. “T am left

HELP: Mkhulu Amos Tfwala with gogo Mariah Tfwala as
they narrate their sad ordeal.

with a huge challenge, especially with
the children,” gogo Tfwala said. When
queried further about the fire, she said  the fire. “No one has any clue.”

even the Fire and emergency per-
sonnel were equally puzzled about
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HHOHHO REGION FUNDRAISES FOR IMPLEMENTATION
OF CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAMMES

i1s always looking for and implement-
ing innovative measures that are aimed
at fighting the scourge of crime in the coun-

T he Royal Eswatini Police Service (REPS)

To this end, the Hhohho Crime Prevention
Unit last week Thursday launched a golf tour-
nament which is aimed at raising funds for
regional crime fighting programmes, The launch
was graced by the presence of Minister of
Sports, Culture and Youth Affairs Harris
Madze Bulunga who applauded the Police
Service for the initiative stating that it is for a
greater cause considering that crime has neg-
ative effects. The gala dinner was preceded by
the golftournament where independent golfers
and those from the REPS competed for dif-
ferent prizes. Bulunga revealed that even though
it is common knowledge that the mandate of
the Police Service is fighting crime, it is also
the collective responsibility of Emaswati to
strive for a crime free and healthy society. The
theme of the tournament was ‘Healthy and
United Against Crime’ which summarises the
Police Service’s resolve to engage an approach
which is aimed at deterring crime and crimi-
nal behaviour by partnering with different
stakeholders and communities through sports.

Communities

The funds which will be raised thmugh the -

annual golf tournament will be directed to the
engagement and mobilisation of communities
to try and contain the resurgence of contem-
porary crimes such as copper theft and pas-
sion killings. They will also be channelled
towards conducting workshops on the SODV
Act and Accident Prevention Programmes.
Bulunga said as a ministry, they are extreme-
ly delighted to see the REPS partnering with
sports to achieve such a noble goal.

He stated that the partnership between the
police and sports will undoubtedly change the
country’s environment and help in the com-
bating of crime in the different communities
in Eswatini, Bulunga said as the ministry man-
dated to look atter youth issues, they are extreme-

GUEST: Minister of Sports,Culture & Youth Affairs
Harries ‘Madze’ Bulunga making his remarks during

the fundraising gala dinner.

ly delighted to see the Police Service joining
in to help government combat the challenge
of unemployment facing young people. He
said it is through collective efforts that Eswatini
will be able to achieve goals as a country. He
noted that for the sustainability of the crime
prevention programmes, it is key that the
fundraising tournament is held annually.
Future
Bulunga stated that sports people in their dif-
ferent roles, be it club level, association level
or even at ministry level have a responsibili-
ty for the creation of a better country not just
for this generation but for future generations
as well. He said he was hopeful that the part-
nership between the REPS and Golf Union
will inspire many others to find ways in which
they can do more to create a better Eswatini
for all citizens. He expressed his sincere appre-
ciation to the Police Service on behalf of the
ministry, for the outstanding and consistent
support in maintaining order during sporting
activities, particularly football. He said the
safety of all spectators is paramount in the

REMARKS: National Commissioner’s representative
Deputy National Commissioner Freeman Mdiuli

addressing the gathering.

development and growth of any sport. Bulunga
thanked REPS and expressed his hope that

strength to strength.

Deputy National Commissioner - Freeman

Mdluli who was representing the National

Commissioner of Police explained the vision

behind the tournament. He said the funds will

not only be invested in crime prevention, but
they will be further extended to the promotion
of Police involvement in sports and youth
empowerment activities.

He expressed the organisation’s gratitude to
the sponsors who contributed to the suceess
of the whole event from the tournament to the

gala dinner.

Mdluli said REPS was apprecmnve of the
kind gesture as the event was in accordance
with the organisation’s aspiration of attaining
a crime and accident free society. He thanked
all the sponsors who contributed with their
resources towards supporting the tournament
which included independent golfers. The golf
tournament which was held in Ezulwini had

about B0 golfers parficipating and among hem
wasthe Minster of Commerce, Indusiry and
such a relationship will continue to grow from  Trade Mangoba Khumalo who sad the gov-

ernment was impressed with the initiative as
it was evident that the REPS was vigorously

working towards a crime free society.

11

Through collective efforts
Eswatini will be able to

achieve goals as a country

fors ustainabhility of the
crime prevention pro-

grammes, it is key that the

fundraising tournament is
held annually.

ENTERTAINMENT: REPS cultural troop prowded entertainment during

the event.
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The coronavirus
attacks cells in'the
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A1rp0rts arourid the
world taking precautions

UBAI - Airports around
D the world have begun tak-

ing precautions to deal
with an anticipated influx of Chinese
tourists taking Lunar New Year
holidays, just as the outbreak of
a pneumonia-like virus in China
has prompted officials there to
take drastic measures to prevent
its spread.

Dubai International Airport, the
world's busiest for international
travel, announced on Thursday
that, following government guid-

THINGS WE KNOW ABOUT THE DEADLY CORONAVIRUS

UHAN-It emerged yester-
Wday that the deadly new
virus spreading across

Asia is far more contagious than pre-
viously thought and someone who is
infected can spread it with just a sim-
ple cough or a sneeze, scientists say.
Eighteen people with the virus are
now confirmed to have died and
more than 800 have been infected in
 at least 10 countries. But experts pre-
dict the true number of people with
the disease could be as many as
10,000 as they warn it may kill as
many as two in 100 cases. Here's
what we know so far:
What is the Wuhan coronavirus?
A coronavirus is a type of virus
which can cause illness in animals
and people: It is an RNA virus (RNA
is a type of genetic material called
ribonucleic acid), which means it
breaks into cells inside the host of the
virus and uses them to reproduce
itself, )
This coronavirus from Wuhan is
one which has never been seen
before this outbreak. It is currently
named 2019-nCoV, and does not
have a more detailed name because
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SUAFRICANS N Tt

TO FEAR FROM CORONAVIRUS

[ ORT ELIZABETH - The min-
_ istry of health says that it has

measures in place to detect,

| manage and contain any cases of Novel

Coronavirus should it come to South

| Affica.

Assuring South Africans that there

3 || was nothing to fear, the ministry said
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ance, all passengers arriving on -‘
direct flights from China will |
receive thermal screening at the
gate upon arrival and be provid- %
ed with informational brochures.

The screening at the airport ,
home to Emirates airline, will be ‘.
conducted at secured, closed gates 1
by teams from the Dubai Health f
Authority and the Airport Medical |
Center, Dubai Airports saidina |
statement provided to The |
Associated Press. f
Daily Mail

so little is known about it. Dr Helena
Maier, from the Pirbright Institute,
said: “Coronaviruses are a family of
viruses that infect a wide range of
different species including humans,
cattle, pigs, chickens, dogs, cats and
wild animals. “Until this new coron-
avirus was identified, there were only
six different coronaviruses known to
infect humans. Four of these cause a
mild common cold-type illness, but
since 2002 there has been the emer-
gence of two new coronaviruses that
can infect humans and result in more
severe disease (Severe acute respira-
tory syndrome (SARS) and Middle
East respiratory syndrome (MERS)
coronaviruses). “‘Coronaviruses are
known to be able to occasionally
jump from one species to another and
that is what happened in the case of
SARS, MERS and the new coron-
avirus. The animal origin of the new
coronavirus is not yet known.”

The first human cases were publicly
reported from the Chinese city of
Wuhan, where approximately 11mil-
lion people live, three weeks ago
after medics first started seeing cases
in December.

| | in a statement on Thursday that no

cases had been reported so far.

"Port health professionals routinely
conducts temperature screening for
all international travellers.

"However, due to the current risk of
importation of inadvertent cases of
2019-nCoV from Wuhan City, China,

| Port Health authorities have enhanced
| surveillance of all travellers from Asia,
| especially China.

"Fortunately, OR Tambo International

| Airport is the only port of entry for all
| flights from Asia," the ministry said.

It said that the provinces had acti-

. vated outbreak response teams and
| were on high alert to detect and man-

age inadvertent cases that may arrive

in the country.

The ministry said that there were no
restrictions on travel to China, adding
that the World Health Organisation
had also not recommended any restric-
tion on travel or trade.

However, the Health Department
advised those travelling to Wuhan,
China to avoid contact with animals
and encouraged good hand hygiene
practice, as well as cough etiquette to
reduce the risk of infection with res-
piratory Viruses.

Meanwhile the Chinese Government

said yesterday that the new coron-
avirus has killed 25 people in China
and infected more than 800.

China's National Health Commission
said 830 cases had been confirmedso
farand 25 people had died as of Thursday.
Most of the cases are in the central
Chinese city of Wuhan, where the
virus is believed to have originated
late last year.

Non-fatal cases have been found in
at least seven other countries.
ANA and Reuters

Death toll leaps to 26 in China with more than 800 infected

ENEVA-World Health
Organisation officials think

it's 'too early’ to call the coro-

| navirus outbreak an intemational emer-

gency, they said in Thursday’s press
conference.

Their long-awaited decision comes
as the SARS-like virus continues to
spread, killing 26, mostly in Wuhan,
one in a second province in China, and
sickened over 800 globally is a pub-
lic health emergency of international
concern (PHEIC).

Officials said Thursday that 'now is

‘ not the time' based on the limited glob-

Where does the virus come from?

Nobody knows for sure.
Coronaviruses in general tend to
originate in animals — the similar
SARS and MERS viruses are
believed to have originated in civet
cats and camels, respectively.

The first cases of the virus in Wuhan
came from people visiting or working
in a live animal market m the city, which
has since been closed down for inves-

tigation.

Although the market is officially a
seafood market, other dead and living
animals were being sold there, includ-
ing wolf cubs, salamanders, snakes,
peacocks, porcupines and camel meat.
Bats are a prime suspect —researchers
at the Chinese Academy of Sciences
said recently.

Why are health experts so worried

about it?

Experts say the international com-
munity is concerned about the virus
because so little is known about it
and it appears to be spreading quick-
ly. It is similar to SARS, which
infected 8 000 people and killed
near]y 800 in an outbreak in Asia in
2003, in that itisa type of coron-

al spread of the virus called 2019-nCoV
and the isolation of deaths to China.

“Nothing could be further from the
truth.”

Dr Ghebreyesos - refemed (o mos-
ly as Dr Tedros - said that he stands
ready to reconvene the emergency
committee - yet again, after the group
was unable to reach a decision on
Wednesday - to call a PHEIC if nec-
essary. For the time being, professor
Diddiet Houssin, the meeting's chair,
said that the number of cases abroad
is still fairly limited and the efforts
being made in China are, for now, suf~

But they said an emergency could
still be declared a PHEIC if the out-
break continues to spread.

1t comes on the heels of the Chinese

government announcing that it was

locking down Wuhan, the city of 11

million people and the epicenter of the

outbreak.

“This should not be taken as a sign
that we don't think the outrbreak is
serious, or that we are not taking 1t seri-

ously, said WHO Director-General  ficient to keep the outbreak relatively
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. contained. Daily Mail

It is believed to travel in the saliva
and therefore close contact, kissing
and sharing cuflery or utensils are
risky. Because it infects the lungs, it
is also likely present in droplets peo-

avirus which infects humans' lungs.
Another reason for concern is that
nobody has any immunity to the
virus because they've never encoun-
tered it before. This means it may be

able to cause more damage than ple cough up which, when inhaled,
viruses we come across often, like can infect the next person.
the flu or common cold. Originally, people were thought to

Speaking at a briefing yesterday,
Oxford University Professor, Dr
Peter Horby, said: Novel viruses can
spread much faster through the popu-
lation than viruses which circulate all
the time because we have no immu-
nity to them. “Most seasonal flu
viruses have a case fatality rate of
less than 1 in 1,000 people. Here
we're talking about a virus where we
don’t understand fully the severity
spectrum but it’s possible the case
fatality rate could be as high as two
per cent.”

If the death rate is truly two per
cent, that means two out of every 100
patients who get it will die.

How does the virus spread?

The illness may spread between
people just through coughs and
sneezes, making it an extremely con-

tagious infection.

e catching it from a live animal mar-

ket in Wihan city. But cases soon
began to emerge in people who had
never been there, which forced
medics to realise it was spreading
from person to person.

There is now evidence that if can
spread third hand — to someone from
a person who caught it from another
person.

What does the virus do to you?

What are the symptoms?
Once someone has caught the virus
it may take between two and 14 days
for them to show any symptoms.

If and when they do, typical signs
include a munny nose, a cough, sore
throat and a fever (high temperature).
The vast majority of patients —at
least 97 per cent, based on available

data — will recover from these with-
out any issues or medical help.
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ESWATINI PUTTING SYSTEMS
TO DETECT CORONAVIRUS

swatini’s contingency plan on
Ethe wide spread of the coron-

avirus is being oiled to ensure the
virus is detected early.

Health officials said the virus might
have been widespread in one district but
it was detected in other countries. Eswatini
wants to ensure that the country is ready
anytime.

The ministry of health is working on
going full scale in ensuring that the ports
of entry are able to detect any anom-
alies in people coming into the coun-
try.

Epidemiologist Nhlanhla Nhlabatsi

said the ministry was working on all i

mechanisms to protect citizens and every-
one in the country with the guidance of
the World Health Organisation (WHO).

Nhlabatsi further shared that the coro-
navirus in China had been declared by
WHO, not a public health emergency
of international concern. Nhlabatsi said
normally when a condition is declared
a public health emergency, WHO then
gives directions on its management.

“Coronavirus is more like common
cold and requires the usual standard pre-
cautions of human hygiene; wash hands
regularly, cover mouth and nose when
coughing and present to a health facil-
ity for supportive care,” warned Nhlabatsi.

He also stated that even though not
declared as an emergency of global con-
cern yet, the status could change any-
time. He said the national focal point of
International Health Regulations (THR)
Eswatini would have a preparedness
session on Monday with WHO.

Nhlanhla further shared that their pre-
pared plan also included the ministry of
agriculture, as the virus had links to ani-
mals and the ministry responsible would
be working together with the health min-
istry in forming a strong front, should
there be any eventualities.

Nhlabatsi said they were aware that
the virus was still in China but in some
countries it had been detected, the coun-
try could not just sit and assume it would
not reach the country.

The virus, which has infected almost
a thousand people around the world,
hundreds still mostly to be infected is
said to be a mysterious new disease.
Eswatini as a global community with
migration of people throughout the world
is within reach within a few hours, safe-
ty cannot be guaranteed. The virus which
quickly reached the US but with glob-
al alertness the effected person was
quickly identified.

The never-seen-before virus, detect-
ed in the Chinese city of Wuhan, has
claimed almost a hundred lives and

infected hundreds of Chinese citizens
with a pneumonia-like illness, accord-
ing to China's National Health Commission.
The virus was first reported to the World
Health Organisation on December 31,
2019 and has been under investigation
since then. Chinese scientists have linked
the disease to a family of viruses known
as corona viruses, the family as the dead-
ly SARS and MERS viruses.

Scientists have yet to fully understand
how destructive the new virus known
as 2019-nCoV, might be. Researchers
and investigators are just beginning to

@ The virus, which has infected almost a thousand
people around the world, hundreds still mostly to be
infected is said to be a mysterious new disease.
Eswatini as a global community with migration of
people throughout the world and within reach within
a few hours, safety cannot be guaranteed. The virus
which quickly reached the US but with global
alertness the effected person was qwckly ldentlﬁed

understand where it originated, how it's
transmitted, how far it has spread and
what its symptoms look like.

As of yesterday, case numbers have

skyrocketed closer to 1 000 in China
and abroad. Chinese authorities also
confirmed that health workers had been
infected with the virus, suggesting that
it has achieved human-to-human trans-
mission. As a result, authorities are tak-
ing steps to guard against its spread. The
situation is rapidly evolving, Chinese
authorities shared, ‘we've collated every-
thing we know about the mystery virus,
what's next for researchers and some of
the steps you can take to reduce your
risk’.

What is a coronavirus?

Coronaviruses belong to a family of
viruses known as Coronaviridae and
look like spiked rings under an electron
microscope. They are so named because
of these spikes, which form a halo around
their viral envelope.

Coronaviruses contain a strand of RNA
within their envelope and cannot repro-
duce without getting inside living cells
and hijacking the machinery found with-
in. The spikes on their viral envelope
help them bind to cells, which gives
them a way in. It's like blasting the door
open with C4.

Once inside they turn the cell into a
virus factory, using its molecular con-
veyor belt to produce more viruses which

are then shipped out. The virus proge-

ny infect another cell and the cycle starts

anew.

Typically, these types of viruses are
found in animals ranging from livestock
to household pets and wildlife such as
bats. When they make the jump to
humans, they can cause fever, respira-
tory illness and inflammation in the
lungs. In immunocompromised indi-
viduals, such as the elderly orthose with
HIV-AIDS, such viruses can cause severe
respiratory illness.

Extremely pathogenic coronayviruses
were behind SARS (severe acute res-
piratory syndrome) and MERS (Middle
East respiratory syndrome) and were

easily transmitted from human to human.
SARS, which showed up in the early

2000s, infected more than 8 000 peo-

ple and resulted in nearly 800 deaths.
MERS, which appeared in the early

2010s, infected almost2 500 people and

led to more than 850 deaths.

Where did the virus come from?

The virus appears to have originated

in the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market

in Wuhan, a Chinese city of over 11
million people about 650 miles south
of Beijing. The market sells fish, as well
as a panoply of other animal meats.
However, it's still unknown whether it
emerged from an animal species like
SARS and MERS did.

Markets have been implicated in the
origin and spread of viral diseases in
past epidemics, and a large majority of
the confirmed cases seen so far had been
to the Huanan Seafood marketplace in
recent weeks. The market seems like
an integral piece of the puzzle, but
researchers will need to conduct a range
of experiments and tests to confirm the
virus' origin.

"Testing of animals in the Wuhan area,
including sampling from the markets,
will provide more information," said
Raina Maclntyre, a head of the biose-
curity research program at the University
of New South Wales' Kirby Institute.

On Wednesday, a report in the jour-

nal of medical virology by a team of

Chinese researchers suggested snakes

were the most probable wildlife animal

reservoir for 2019-nCoV. The work
examined the genetic code of the virus
and compared it with two types of snakes,
the many-banded krait and the Chinese
cobra.

The research demonstrated the snakes'
genetic shared the most similarity to the

virus. Other animals known to be sold

atthe Huanan market (marmota, hedge-
hogs, bats and birds) were also analyzed
-- but did not show the same level of
genetic likeness.

Another study refuted these claims
suggesting 2019-nCoV was harboured
by bats.

Police remember those
fallen among the ranks

* Stories by Sicelo Maziya

i ore and more, including
5 Mthe security services, are
- tuming to God for redemp-

tion in their many afflictions and
tribulations, this time around the
police yesterday held a prayer in
remembrance of officers who died
due to different reasons, including
ailments and suicide.

The prayer meeting was held at
the Police Academy in Matsapha.
They prayed for God to take prece-
dence in whatever they do in the
line of duty. They recounted how

they endured countless challenges,
such as losing officers to different
ailments and to suicides, something
that had just begun to rear its ugly
head in the service.

One suicide was successful while
another failed.

Police were under attack at one
of their police stations and by grace
no one was killed when the crimi-
nals opened fire.

The police academy prayer was,

therefore dedicated to thank the
heavens and ask God for protec-
tion as they carry on their mandate,

said a communiqué from the com-
munications desk.

...and SNAT rushes to
God at start of new year

eanwhile, Swaziland
MNaﬁonal Association of
Teacher (SNAT), the union

of teachers this week issued their
statement and they confirmed yes-
terday confirmed that all roads lead
to the SNAT Centre.

SNAT Secretary General Sikelela
Dlamini said today’s prayer ses-
sion was nothing but asking “for
God’s divine intervention as they
start the new year.”

Dlamini confirmed that the prayer
session would continue as sched-

uled today.

He shared that all systems were
in place and their national prayer
session would now act as the only
key to open other doors they have
failed to open.

Dlamini said they organised the
prayer session because they believed
anything that had been sent “to the
spiritual realm of the Lord Almighty

will be answered”.
He said as per their statement, the
national prayer sessionwould start
at \0am.
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pots are already in place

for catering in preparation for the official opening of
Parliament which is schedule on January 31. (Pics:

Sibling plants knife into
brother at drinking spree, dies

By Sicelo Maziya

when the deceased brother decid-

ed to open his knife ready to stab
his deceased brother as he never

lassified as one of the spine
‘ chilling incident 1in
Meaphozini, Lobamba , after
a drinking spree a man stabbed his
- brother to death right in front of
- other patrons.
. The siblings are said to have been
drinking the night away with friends
. at Mcaphozini at different drinking
homes. News of the killing quick-
ly spread like wildfire after the broth-
er was confirmed dead at the scene.
The drinking spree is alleged to
have been as a result of'a small loan
secured by the deceased.
Itis said when the small altercation
of the two brothers started, it was

not thought to be so serious even |
-

-

i

gVen Tan away because 1t was not
that serious,
Witnesses said the brother charged
towards the deceased, who was not
even running away, thinking he was
Just joking. He then planted the knife
info his brother and watched him
drop dead. Witnesses said police
were called to the scene at around
midnight and they retrieved the life-
less body.
Chief Police Informatiopgfd
Communication Office#C0)
Superintendent Phi Vilakati
confirmed that Lobamba
was stabbad® 9e4th at midnight
and e ed dead upon reach.
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APPOINTS: Commissioner
General LaMakhosini
Phindile Dlamini making
her remarks.

he Commissioner General of

I His Majesty’s Correctional

Services, LaMakhosini Phindile

Dlamini has appointed new com-

mitees to head the department’s dif-

ferent sporting disciplines and recre-
ation activities.

This was during an event held at
the Correctional Staff College on
Tuesday and the appointments were
effective immediately. The event
was attended by senior officers, mem-
bers of the outgoing executive and
other officers. Dlamini firstly announced
a new Sports and Recreation
Committee, which is the mother body
governing all the other committees.
These committees include that of
Green Mamba Football Club, Green
Mamba Ladies Soccer team, Netball,
Volleyball, Darts, Athletics, Shooting
team, Aerobics and Pool. There is
also the Choir, Culture, as well as
Sibhaca and Ingadla committees.

Sports and recreation activities play
a huge role in the rehabilitation of
inmates within the correctional ser-
vices as they effect positive behay-
ioural change and act as a unifying
force amongst them. Sports also help
in curbing stress, revitalise a person
and improve physical fitness. Over
the years, the department has worked
towards the development of various
sporting activities to cater for the
diverse needs of offenders. Officers
and inmates alike have used this

SPORTS: HMCS Sports and Recreation Committee.
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opportunity in taking part in the dif-
ferent sports so as to boost their health,
as well as creating a good and har-
monious working environment amongst
themselves and offenders.
Speaking during the event, the
Commissioner General said the
department was currently working
on some frameworks for the differ-
ent sporting codes. She then thanked
the outgoing executive for the good
work they have been doing over the
past years. Addressing officers on
the day, Dlamini explained that she
regarded them as role models for the
new executive. She said they had the
duty to emulate the good work done
by their predecessors.
Dlamini said that a new executive

WINNERS: Green Mamba Committee.
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had to be put in place because some
of the current members had to con-
centrate more on office duties &
some had occupied senior positions
which required them to be more hands
on when it comes to office work. She
also urged them to make a smooth
hand over and work hand in hand
with the executive committee to uplift
the department’s sports and recre-
ation activities.

The Commissioner General then
appealed for a good working rela-
tionship from the new executive. “T
am expecting to see team players
and leaders through sports,’ she added
while asking for transparency and

accountability from all the commit-

£1)

COMGEN APPOINTS NEW SPORTS
AND RECREATION COMMITTEES

The newly appointed Green Mamba
Football Club Chairperson; Chief
Assistant Commissioner Davies
Zwane, who spoke on behalf of the
newly-appointed members, thanked
the Commuissioner General for believ-

ing m them.

He said most people were doubt-
ful of the fact that a woman can be
a good leader even in sports. But the
Commissioner General has shown
that from the time she assumed office.
Through her leadership, the depart-

ment has been successful in differ-
ent sporting and recreation activi-
ties. Zwane also said this was a good
chance for the new members to show
what they were capable of.

He appealed to the different sport-
ing codes to work together and sup-
port each other.

He said as such, the Green Mamba
executive committee for instance,
must support the netball team dur-
ing their games. This applies to all
the other codes and it would garner
more support for the teams during
their games and activities. He then
passed his vote of thanks to the out-
going executive for their good ser-
vice to the department’s sports and
recreation activities. “These sport-
ing disciplines wouldn’t be so suc-
cessful without your efforts. Please
continue working with us. We would
be looking up to you for guidance
and advice going forward,” he added.

THANKS: Green Mamba
Chairperson Chief Assistant
Commissioner Davies 'Puma’

Zwane speaking on behalf of
the new committees.

THE SPORTS AND
RECREATION COMMITTEE

Chairperson: Deputy Commissioner General Mr. Cyri Maseko
Treasurer: Senior Assistant Commissioner Ms. Zodwa Maseko
Member: Assistant Commissioner Mr, Jethro Ndzingane

PRO: Senior Superintendant Mrs, Gugulethu Diamini
Ex-Officio Member: Senior Superintendent Mr. Dan Mavuso
Secretary: Warder Cadet Mpendulo Ngwenya

GREEN MAMBA FOOTBALL CLUB EXECUTIVE
Chairperson: Chief Assistant Commissioner Mr. Davies Zwane
Vice Chairperson: Senior Superintendent Mr. Mndeni Simelana
CEQ: Senior: Superintendent Mr. Mandia Sibiya

Manager: Superintendent Mr. Abraham Maseko

Vice Manager: Sergeant Bheki Nkambule

Treasurer: Sergeant Pelros Fakudze

Member: Assistant Commissioner Mr. Trevor Mabuzag

GREEN MAMBA LADIES SOCCER TEAM
Chairperson: Superntendent MS. Sandzisle Simelane
Manager: Warder Sicelo Wazuko

Secretary: Wardress Nondumiso Mithembu
Treasurer: Sergeant Takhona Nxumalo

NETBALL

Chairperson: Assstant Superintendent Mr. Themba Mbuli

Vice Chalmperson/Secretary: Assistant Superintendent Mr. Robert
Fakudze
Treasurer: Assistant Superntendent Ms. Jabu Tfumbatsi
Manager: Sergeant Mduduzi Nhlabatsi

Vice Manager: Sergeant Sithembiso Dlamini

Member: Sergeant Mondli Mkhatshwa

Member: Wardress Khelsiwe Neongwane

VOLLEYBALL ‘
Chairperson: Assistant Superintendent Mr. Clifiord Ngomane

DARTS
Chalperson: Assistant Superintendant Mr. Melusi Nkambule
Treasurer: Wardress Ziyanda Shabalala

ATHLETICS
Chairperson: Superintendent Mr. Masiza Nishangase
Secretary: Assistant Superintendent Mr. Cosmo Diamini
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Treasurer: Wardress Nopbila Dismin/

SHOOTING TEAM

Chairperson: Superntendent Mr. Robed Garma.
Secretary: Sergeant Wandle Kunene
Treasurer: Wardress Neflie Myeni

RECREATION, ARTS & CULTURE COMMITTEE-MAIN CONBATTEE
Culturai Activities Overseer: Assistant Comimissioner MS. Futhi
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here is so much hype about the release

I of runaway truck driver Sanele May
that killed 24 people back in 2013 near
Durban. May has been so celebrated that he

has become a legend, a virtual hero, a house- |

hold name that will remain perennial in both
our archives and the back of our minds.

But at this time we should at least be parad-
ing the employer that forced May to drive a
faulty truck knowing very well it did not have
brakes. These are the villains who have 24 lives
to their credit with of course May as the accom-
plice. If May returns to drive in our roads we
are still yet to see how this will be. It will be
because he has served his time, he has sud-
denly become clean of all his culpable murder
or murders, it remains to be seen.

Come to think of it, if May were to take chil-
dren from a kindergarten down Malagwane or
Mehlwabovu death traps, who would agree?
Would any of us board any vehicle knowing
May is behind the wheel? :

May is, however, able to convert the wrath
of many to sympathy because his victims’ rel-
atives sided with him, saying there was noth-
ing he could have done after the employer
made him drive an unroadworthy vehicle.
Intriguingly on his maiden assignment boom!
24 lives gone. His articulated truck raked a car
before ramming into four fully laden kombis.
The aftermath was a bloodbath of bleeding
human bodies and flattened vehicles. One rel-
ative of a deceased victim Steven Mokautle
was quoted saying “my heart is also sore for
him (May). The company that employed him
should be punished, not the driver.” His moth-
et perished in one of the kombis.

Thembisa Nompula lost her sister
Nombifuthi.“But we can’t blame the driver.
Everyone needs a job and he was in a difficult
position. I don’t think he could have told his
boss he doesn’t want to drive an unroadwor-
thy truck.” Joseph Dlamini’s brothers —
Sibonelo, 30, and Simon, 25 — died instantly.
“Nothing can bring them back but 1 want

answers from the truck company. They let this
happen.” Dlamini said the growing support and
sympathy for May on social networks were
justified. “I feel sorry for him. He didn’t do this
deliberately. We will hear his side in court but
when will we hear the company’s side?”
May survived the cruel charge of murder of
the 24 and had the counts changed to 24 cul-
pable homicide charges. He got 15 years plus
a year for an immigration misdemeanor and
four traffic related offences. “The effective sen-
tence is one of eight years and 10 months. With
good behaviour that could be r@duced by a third
or more,” said Judge Kate Pillay, when sen-
tencing May, adding that she believed May

IF SANELE MAY RETURNS

BEHIND THE WHEEL

*...May admitted he knew his driving permit papers were not legitimate and he had mis-
represented to his employer Sagekal Logistics that they were valid. It also emerged from
the plea agreement, read into the record by his advocate Louis Barnard, that May had
failed an initial driving test with the company two weeks prior to his employment.”
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was remorseful and had “demonstrated con-
trition for his actions.”

May admitted he knew his driving permit
papers were not legitimate and he had misrep-
resented to his employer Sagekal Logistics that
they were valid. It also emerged from the plea
agreement, read into the record by his advo-
cate Louis Bamard, that May had failed an ini-
tial driving test with the company two weeks
prior to his employment. Here is a fake driver
who presents to his employer false driver’s
licences and also a person who failed his first
test, making us to sympathise with him because
of the river of tears that flowed in court for the
admiration of both judges and the gallery.

Donations

There is also something that softens the pub-
lic heart, the social media campaign that has
managed to attract loads of donations for May;
1 did not hear of a similar campaign for May’s
victims. May’s friends mobilized lots of money
for him and his bills and probably for a not so
harsh retun back at Mahlalini.

Having entered info a plea agreement with
the state, Gregory Govender, the owner of
Sagekal Logistics,got away with E25 000 fine.

On the exact opposite end of the stick is
Sagekal Logistics, the transport company that
trusted quack driver May that he would check
the vehicle before driving off and plunging it
into 24 innocent lives, taking them with the
truck.

However, two years after the Sanele May
tragic drama debtors of Sagekal Logistics
obtained a E1 million judgment against the
transport company to have its assets auctioned
to pay debt owed to Wozani Berg Gasoline, a
South Coast company.

Buy after all has been said and done May has
served his time and therefore must find peace
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with himself. Six years after the ploughing into
a crowd of loved ones, relatives of the 24 dead
might have found closure by this time. But it
would be ridiculous to get May back behind
the wheel and hitting it to the car on road
before the road safety authorities are certain
that he is safe and clean fo drive. We have wit-
nessed many accidents resulting not
just from faulty vehicles but from
inexperienced drivers who mis-
represent themselves all in the
name of struggling to find
employment and take care
of their families. The
expense however is dia-
metrically costly in that
it is possible to kill 24
people on the same
day because the dri-
ver has not passed
any test and is not
licenced at all, if
anything
helshe uses
fake
papers.
Because

tion in Eswatini it is easy to obtain a driver’s
licence, as easy as getting a loaf of bread over
the counter. The ease with which people are
able to obtain vehicles from the floods of scrap
metals from Asia, this contributes immensely
to the causes of road accidents. There is no
need to persecute May because the courts

__ found him guilty and sentenced him both

. for the death of the 24 people and for
wrong papers. Now it is probably to
take a leaf from his book of errors
and protect the public from
drivers of his league.

of high
levels /
o f
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Dealing with Diabetes
WITH: Nomalungelo Ginindza

Diabetes
Eswatinl PR

QUOTE
Issues like obesity do, as you well know, have a
knock-on effect to diabetes. So we all are better
off if we invest early in prevention.
= Jacinda Ardern

Columns & Opinion

FOR CORRESPONDENGE, CONTACT;
e-mail us on: diabetesswazi
CELL: 7607 1889 TEL: 2505 3487

teenager. Y ou might be worried they won't

look after their diabetes as well as you do,
which could make them unwell both in the short
and long term.

If your child has just been diagnosed, your wor-
ries could be different: you’ll both be learning
about diabetes and you may feel guilty that you
don’t know everything in order to help.

But there are no hard or fast rules when it comes
to bringing up a teenager with diabetes — regard-
less of how long they have been diagnosed.
Diabetes doesn’t mean your child can’t behave
like any other teenager. But there are some extra
things to consider. If you want to get this message
through, good communication is vital:

Sometirnes it can be hard to relate to your

Pick your time

There’s no point trying to have a conversation
with your teen when one of you is rushing off
somewhere. Make sure you’ve got the time to talk
about things fully — it’s really hard to stop and
start this kind of conversation.

Pick your moods

Trying to talk to your teen about alcohol when
you’re cross with them for coming in drunk just
isn’t going to work. Wait until you're calm and
can discuss things rationally. Likewise, don’t try
and approach your teen when they’re in a mood.
They re not going to be open to discussion or
COMPromise.

Pick your argument

According to American Diabetes Association,
a great tirade about everything your teen’s doing
‘wrong’ is unlikely to make them change. If
you’re worried about a lot of aspects of their
behaviour, it might be worth discussing the ones
you’re most concerned about first, and coming
back to others at a later date.

Pick your approach

Sitting your teen down to a face-to-face con-
versation might be so daunting for them that they
clam up and don’t give you honest answers. Try
bringing things up gently when you’re doing
something together, e.g. going for a walk or cook-
ing a meal. This can be particularly useful if
you're talking about those embarrassing things
like sex and contraception. It can be easier for
your teen to open up when they don’t have to look
you in the face.

Pick your allies

It might feel hurtful, but sometimes you’re not
the best person to talk to your teen. They might
feel more comfortable with a favourite aunt, uncle
or family friend. If you go for this approach, make
sure you're all clear on what information is shared
with who, so you don’t feel left out of the dis-
cussion, but your teen doesn’t feel there’s been
any ‘tale telling’.

Pick your resources

Make sure you’ve got more information that you
can give to your teen, e.g. if you're going to talk
about sex, have information on contraception
handy, or look it up on an appropriate website.

Until recently almost all children and teenagers

with diabetes had type 1, but now younger peo-
ple are getting type 2 diabetes due to the increas-
ing prevalence of childhood obesity.

Children or teenagers who have recently been
diagnosed with diabetes may strug_gl_e with their
emotional reactions to their condition and the
reactions of others, and may have concerns about

going back to school.

Diabetes and

-
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A child and their family will need a period of
adjustment after diabetes is diagnosed. They must
establish a routine for blood glucose monitoring
and insulin injecting, learn how to count carbo-
hydrates, see diabetes health professionals regu-
larly and cope with fluctuating blood glucose lev-
els. New challenges may arise as a child moves
through different life stages.

Reactions to a diagnosis of diabetes

A child or teenager newly diagnosed with dia-
betes will have a range of reactions and emotions.
Common reactions experienced by children and
their parents include shock, denial, anger, sad-
ness, fear and guilt. These feelings usually sub-
side with time and appropriate support.

Common responses to a diagnosis of diabetes
include:

e anxiety about the condition

o fear of needles and multiple injections

o a feeling of being overwhelmed by injecting

and other tasks that need to be performed daily

o frustration over fluctuating blood glucose lev-
els

o feeling ‘different’

o fear of experiencing hypoglycemia (low blood
glucose — potential symptoms include dizziness
and fainting) in public

e cmbarrassment about their diabetes and their
friends’ possible negative reactions

Difficulty coping with'the emotional reaction of
family members.

The period immediately after being diagnosed
with diabetes can be challenging. Emotional sup-
port offered by fiiends, family and the diabetes
healthcare team can be very helpful during this
time and can improve the way children or
teenagers cope with their diabetes.

Children and teenagers
coping with diabetes

Living with and managing diabetes every day
can be a struggle. Children are commonly con-

cerned about: .
o feeling like they are a burden on the family

4
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e being treated differently or delicately, as if they
are ‘sick’
e coping with constant parental questions about
their diet, how they are feeling and whether or not
they have taken their insulin
Getting extra attention from parents or others,
which may cause jealousy among other siblings.
It’s normal for children or adolescents to feel
sad, angry and fed up with their diabetes at times.
Afterall, diabetes is a lifelong condition and there
is currently no cure, so the tasks and skills need-
ed to manage it must be continued over a life-
time. If children struggle with their diabetes man-
agement due to feeling depressed, anxious or
overwhelmed, it is important to seek help from
their diabetes healthcare team. A social worker or
psychologist can help. In some cases, the involve-
ment of a psychiatrist may be necessary.

Many parents are understandably concerned
when their child starts or returns to school after
being diagnosed with diabetes. However, schools

are responsible for all children’s safety while at

school, and should ensure that relevant teachers
and school staff understand diabetes and what
needs to take place to support the child with dia-
betes during the school day (including extracur-
ricular activities).

Parents must make sure that the school is given
appropriate information and resources needed to
support theirchild’s management of diabetes dur-
ing school hours and activities.

Some important points (especially for parents
of children with diabetes) about management of
diabetes at school are:

o A school must have a medical conditions pol-
icy in place.

e A school must be provided with a diabetes
management and action plan developed by your
child’s diabetes educator. The plan must clearly
outline the details of your child’s diabetes man-
agement during school hours. The plan should
include management of hypoglycemia and hyper-
glycemia, exercise, dietary needs, your child’s
insulin regimen and emergency contact details.

e Separate and distinct management or action
plans need to be developed for school camps.
Parents should request these from your child’s

diabetes educator well ahead of time.

o Excursions during a normal school day but off-
campus should use the action and management
plans relevant for the school day. It is important
to make sure all necessary diabetes care supplies
are taken on the excursion with your child.

o Consider using a ‘communication book’ or
other method to inform your child’s teacher of’
any important diabetes-related issues. The teacher
can alsouse the book to report any diabetes-relat-
ed concerns or occurrences back to the child’s
family or carer.

o Inform your child’s physical education (PE)
teacher about diabetes. Physical activity can cause
a drop in blood glucose levels, and it is important
that the teacher can recognise and treat hypo-
glycemia.

e Encourage your child to tell their friends (at
least, their best friends) about diabetes.

Reducingrisk for teen

Encourage your child to avoid aleohol or drink
it only in moderation. If your child is going to
drink alcohol, suggest that they:
ebe with someone who knows they have dia-
betes, and understands the signs of hypoglycemia
and how to treat it
e eat some carbohydrate food before drinking
alcohol and every couple of hours while they are
out, then before going to sleep
e alternate between alcoholic and non-aleoholic
drinks
e choose low-alcohol drinks in preference to
those with low carbohydrates
e carry hypoglycemia treatment and testing sup-
plies at all times
o check blood glucose levels, especially before
bed, and continue to monitor them the next day
to detect hypoglycemia
Discuss risk reduction with their docter or dia-
betes educator beforehand in regards to insulin
adjustment, especially if they are likely to under-
take a lot of physical activity, suchas dancing.
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WITH NOKWANDA SIBANDZE

ﬁ sweapproach the end of January we

continue to celebratelocal talentand
entertainment. ‘
Life and Entertainment continues to serve
you with everything entertnemnt and with
that said, lets get into it.
On pages 2-3, we have a vibrant young and
upcoming artist who goes by the name
Mongezi Simelane. '

Opera singer shares his experiences and

how he started singing at a very young age.
Read through and get to know him and
what he does better.On L&E guide, we give
you the lowdown on her your life on track.
While on Try the tend, you will find the per-
fect way to choose the right swimwear for
this swimming season. Read through and
get tips and tricks on how to find the right
cut, shape and colour for you and maybe
someone you know.On pages 4-5 we talk
to one of kind siblings who are both purs-
ing music careers. Madoda and Nompendulo
Nsibandze made their debut on The Spotlight
competition where they both made an impres-
sion.The siblings made as far as the finals
and believe it or not are still working towards
their dreams. With almost similar goals,
they talk about how lucky they are to gave
each other as they both go for what they
love. The two also share their experiences,
nowbeing in tiqe music industry of Eswatini.
They admit that having each other as com-
petition was healthy and helped them in
building and growing each other. Read
through and get to know the two better and
we are sure you will be inspired by their
story. We hope thatyou will enjoy this issue
and be inspired by the young people fea-
tured this week.

Till next week it was, enjoy and do not for-

get to follow our social media pages. -
Enjoy!

YOUNG &<L>JPCOMING

MAOMNELET]

IN A WORLD OF OPERA

pera is
e
mate art
form. It
h a s
singing

music, drama, dance, emotion and
story.”
In today’s Young and
Upcoming we talk about
Opera Tenor Soloist
Mongezi Simelane who
goes by the name ‘Poco A
Poco’. He was bom and bred
in Madonsa, Manzini and com-
pleted at Hillside High School.
According to Simelane he is not
Jjust a musician but also enjoys
being in front of the camera too as
well.

*-'*-%&%ﬁ}*_

“All thanks to Tkhayalethu Production
headed by CeCeboy Photography, Vincent
Vilakati who always makes sure [ look
extra good on my snaps.” he says.

His love of music began in primary
school while doing his Grade Six at
Kwalusen Central Primary in Matsapha.

“Mr Howard Mbingo spotted as the

school was the talent while doing ran-

dom auditions in our class having Choral

Music activity for the first time ever.

And carried in to Hillside High School

where Mr Mangaliso Mamba and Mr

Wandile Dlamini further nurtured this

talent to greater heights,” he says.

Simelane began singing in sole com-
petitions in 2013 in Form Two in the
same year he was approached to sing at
Harmonious Chorus Choir and was there
as an Alto singer .

l
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& Owning different

»

ts swimming season and what’s bet-
ter than owning a beautiful body-cling-
ing swimwear; and not only one, yes
it is very in style to own a number of
different swimwear.

It also helps with the pictures.

A good bathing suit feels just like love at first
sight, and we couldn’t agree more. However,
when it comes to finding a swimsuit, there are
just so many options out there that it can be dif-
ficult to know what to look forand how to decide
which is the right one for you.

With pools all around the country, it is imper-
ative to have different swimsuits.

There are a couple of things to look out for
when choosing swimwear. According to Teen
Vouge, these are things to lookout for when buy-
ing swimwear.

sm weéar

First and foremost, always try the bathing suit
on first before buying, if you can because some-
times it looks better on the hanger than on your
body. Here’s but one non-negotiable consider-

ation when it comes to swimwear; don’t even
think about buying a swimsuit if it doesn’t fit or
can’t be altered. If it’s not working for you, move
on.
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HOW TO STICK

He says this was the best for two years  perform during The World Choir
ofhis life as he then joined the Mighty ~ Camp in April in the United States , TO i OUR DE CISION
Royal Eswatini Police todate where he

still being nurtured as their tenor soloist
and Tutti.

which lasts for a whole month,
I find it is a great bridging
course for my career as it

tisreally funnyhowmost homework as soon as you get
Music hasitake’a major.part of will SiE ST doorsin people cannot stick to  home. To prevent distraction,
Silnltelaqe’s er'inhte'sm]ilsf:fl‘ﬁu;;;igi;z SAa;“:“ can side,” he their decisions. You would pla;)ce items li}]lce your Pla};Stz}ti(l:)]n,
aoreome onin ; ; ol be surprised to leam about  tablet, or phone out of sight.
a ?Iaﬁcagggp/_?}mfa performer i?is ;: wasﬁ?:lﬁne i?;sct;f = \ é the number of people that ~ Designate a space for complet-
witiiTe Altua Teaors Slgtoup Whic = B 1 c | fail to see through anything they ing your homework and be sure
started in2014. He says he currently ~Emaswati on the B e | decid Sl it ot i
eddings, parties, and for-  importance of opera = T ! Y sLlucon: atyouhave all of your supp
perlfon?nsfatw | ﬁmgst;p 4 music and study- : ';;3 \ \ f I am hundred per cent one of  to make getting homework done
HZ;’::,) alsoour:ir';]a the ngw(l))rrl ts'érmed Sesory  ing music as 111)!3 2 . those, butifyouaretoo, thenthis  a success by keeping only your
Academy headed by the beautiful South  anything one is 2. X | guide is deﬁrﬁt‘el_y i:or you. First  textbooks, pencils, and notebooks
Korean Dahyun Sarah Suk, have had  passionate about, \ g : \ and foremost it is mmportant to on your desk.
a number of performances alongside  one has to study - , make reasonable decisions. For .
her as a duet. You can find us at Two  forit. %‘_‘L instance, something everyone EATAT REGULAR INTERVALS
Sticks with friends Zibuke Matimela By Setsabile 5y makes every year, New Year
who sings bass, Lindokuhle Mdluliwho ~ Nkambule 3L Resolutions. You should ensure  Keep your blood sugar and ener-

sings tenor and with Bheki Sydney
Manana,” he says.

For the future the opera singer has a
lot planned. He say as music is his pas-
sion, he wants to be the bestin my field
he says he intend to study music.

“T am focussing more on itand hav-
ing being invited to come take part and

J

that you can meet your goal, and
do not rush to meet the goal but
take your time to ensure you exe-
cute it perfectly.

Itis also important to write down
| Yourdecision on a paper and place
| itwhere you will see it every day
| inthatway you will be remind-
| edabout what you want to achieve.
But here are detailed steps to help
you stick to your decisions.

gy levels steady by eating healthy
meals and snacks throughout the
day. Choose foods that provide
a slow release of energy, like
whole grains.

Some researchers think that
willpower uses up glucose. This
could explain why people make
more questionable decisions when

they’re hungry.

Snacks are a great way to keep
energy up between meals. Go for
healthy but convenient choices
like apples, cheese sticks, or a

MIAKE A STEP-BY-STEP PLAN

tant to pay attention to how you feel
when you try a bathing suit on. You
know when a bikini is right because it
catches your eye right away, you can
look in the mirror and feel confident
and happy in it.

You want to make sure your bikini
holds up to washing for more than a
couple of uses in the ocean or pool. A

friend of mine after purchasing a few
customes simply because they looked
cute, she found that they broke or tore
very easily and weren’t made to last,
Though, when it comes to price, she
buys what she can afford. “Don’t break
the bank to buy a cute bikini.
By Nokwanda Sibandze

Write down a list of specific
action steps you can take to fol-
low through on your decision.
Then make a timeframe for when

you’ll take each step.

For instance, if you’ve decided
to go back to college. your action
steps might include finishing your
application and sending your tran-
scripts by the application dead-
line.

Get rid of things that interfere
with your follow-through. If you
know that certain things tend to
distract or tempt you, get rid of
them. Replace them with things
that will help you stick to your
decision.

For example, if you have set a
goal to complete your homework
everyday, prioritise doing your

handful of nuts.

It’s harder to stick to a course

ofaction when you're tired. over-
worked, and grouchy. Avoid this
by getting enough sleep and pac-
ing yourselfas you work. Aim to
get seven to nine hours of sleep
every night, and take shart breaks
atregular intervals during the day.

Practice good sleep hygiene by

shutting down electronics at least
an hour before bed. Do some-
thing relaxing, like taking a warm
bath or shower or listenin g to
soothing music. Shut off al] the
lights in your room and lower the
temperature to slegp most com-
fortably.

By Nokwanda Sibandze

(additional information fFom

Wiki How)
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showed strength and resilience.
about them, they took ~ Nompendulo was the sweet but pow-
the country by storm  erful singer and her brother the charmer
when they bothentered  and lyricist. Making it far in the com-
one of the biggesttal-  petition did not only allow the two to
ent search competitions in the coun-  win the hearts of Emaswati but it also
_ try. made them bag amazing gigs for them-
. Madoda and Nompendulo Nsibandze ~ selves.
| were definitely a great fittothecom- ~ The two have not only joined the
. petition. Not only did they make it  winner Nsika and Eswatini’s rapper
. through to the finals but left a mark  Illa Penboy as MTN Ambassadors
. and are still going strong even after  but they have also been signed under
. the competition. one of music stables in the country.
The siblings both auditioned in ~ We caught up with the siblings to
. Manzini and they were among the  find out more about them and where
first group to audition for The Spotlight.  they see themselves in the industry.
Throughout the competition they both : g

@ Thesiblings both
“auditioned in Manzini and

they were among the first

group to audition for The
Spotlight. Throughout the
competition they both showed
strength and resilience.
Nompendulo was the sweet
but powerful singer and her
brother the charmer and lyri-
cist.




‘I would be definitely dropping a single soon
and there may just be an album sometime . i
later in the year. Maximizing on performances
and give people the chance to get to know

Aliah,"

THE WORLD’S FIREBALL-
NOMPENDULO |

eing the younger sibling

Nompendulo also known

as Aliah, has everything

one needs to be a super-

star. She won the judges
and fans hearts with her style of cloth-
ing and of course her voice.

After the competition, she says the
journey has been somewhat over-
whelming and exciting, a bitter sweet
experience.

Now being in the industry, she believes
everything she thought the industry
would be was indeed true. “Most of my
expectations of the industry have been
spot on so far. One thing I did notice is

Spotlight was like the Grade Seven of
life and life after the competition is like
being in Form One, at the bottom of the
food chain and only hard work and time
will determine whether you make it to
the top or not, she said.

With everything she has learnt,
Nompendulo says her goal is to become
an international household name and a
force to be reckoned with, through the
music she makes.

She says pursuing the same career as
her brother feels very normal.

“It feels like every other day of our
lives. It definitely feels good tobe doing
something like this with a best friend.
There’s also healthy pressure going on,
seeing what he does pushes me {0 do
better.” she said.

She says they help each other by giv-
ing positive criticism where it’s due,

#

motivating each other when

one feels low and throwing

in a bit of pressure just for
that little push in the right
direction.

So far the industry has been
treating her very well as she
admitted to having not had any
challenges so far. However she
says the only thing she has felt
was just pressure and nothing
else but pressure.

With the industry just putting
pressure on her, Nompendulo
is definitely ready for the world.
She says she would be drop-
ping a single soon.

“]-will be definitely be drop-
ping a single soon and there |
may just be an album some-
time later in the year.

Maximising on performances
and give people the chance
to get to know Aliah,” she |
said. She added one stage
she would like to perform
on in the country is on the |
MTN Bushfire stage while
intemnationally, she would def-
initely go for Coachella.

“T aspire to be one of the greatest per-
formers and music makers there have
ever been in the country, potentially out
of the continent even. And as I've men-
tioned earlier, being an international
household name is what it's all about,”
she added.
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Giving the world ‘Oxygen’

r Oxygen,

says the jour-

ney since the

competition

has been

something he has been looking
forward to.

“As a performer, I would love

to work more on my craft so that

I bring the best of Oxygen to the

people each time I'm given the
opportunities, of course,” he says.

One of his goals is to be a life
changing artist with his music and
performances. He says he also
wants to inspire people, young
and old, that they can do what
they set their minds to and become
the best at what they do.

Being with his sister in the indus-
try is interesting for Madoda. “To
have grown up together in a musi-
cal family, it’s always been about
how we can help each other be
better. So now that we are here,
T'm proud of us both that we have

erown into the artists we are today.

Obviously there’s some ways to
go but its fun for me,” he says.

“During the competition, we
would help each other to pin-point
what we could improve in our

craft. We apply that even now.
Where we can help each other,
we do exactly that. It’snota com-
petition between us and working
together beats working alone or
against each other,”

However, unlike his sister Madoda
has faced a few challenges in the
industry. “The challenges are just
balancing time for different things.
I always need to be away from
home because there’s always work
that needs to be done. It’s good
and I enjoy it.”

His 2020 plans are to get better
at what he does, constantly. They

also include growth which he
deems as important when one is
an artist. “Without that, people
will get bored quickly. So, good
music, great live experiences and
Monday Night Thoughts are just
some of the things I have planned.”

He says going in, he expected
the industry to be full of oppor-
tunities and without judgement.
“So far, it has been that person-
ally. I always have it in my mind
that if T can be part of an indus-
try that is better for the listeners,
the creatives and everybody
involved, I would be very happy
and it would be an achievement,”

His goal is not too different from
his sister’s as he also wants to be
one of the best exports from Eswatini

to the world.
“It would be amazing to
represent the country
= % like that,” he closed.
el B):’ Nokwanda
A Sibandze

B
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LAHARA THRILLED BY
'SONGSTRESSES WIT
GUITARS' CONCERT

i OHANNESBURG
j— - Sensational local
o } ferale guitarists will
team up in celebrating

Affican women through nusic.

Songstress Zahara, Msaki and Berita
will share the stage for the first time
at Emperors Palace in Kempton Park

in Johannesburg on February 15.

Zahara who signed a resident deal
with Emperors Palace last year is look-
ing forward to the "night of the girls".

Bom Bulelwa Mkutukana, Zahara

believes the concert will encourage
female musicians in general to sup-
port and love each other.

“I look forward to sharing the stage
with both Msaki and Berita. I have
absolute respect for them and regard
them as my little sisters.”

“This is just a celebration of music
with guitar girls. We are just going to
have fun while entertaining the audi-
ence.”

The award-winning music star who
broke into the music scene with her
timeless anthem Loliwe explained
that the upcoming performance was
not part of her residency that she has
with the entertainment place. “This is

Jjusta performance and it is not part of
my residency. My residency which
will feature many artists will start offi-
cially in April.” Msaki has established
herselfas the voice of the current gen-
eration, and her composing abilities
shines in hits like fmfama Ziyabona,
Ungazilibali and Nal ithemba among
others.

Sowetan

e

o - Mo\
| \

LN = 1

WENDY WILLIAMS DIDN'T BREAK GIRL, CODE WITH NENE

' violate girl code by shar-
ing NeNe Leake's plans to
leave 'Real Housewives' and
says she's sitting on an even bigger
NeNe bombshell.
As you know, Wendy is getting tons
of backlash for sharing on her talk
show NeNe's private texts talking about
bolting from '"RHOA' NeNe even
chided Wendy for blabbing.
However, after Nene aired her feel-
ings on Twitter our sources say she
and Wendy spoke about what hap-
pened.
The Iadies chopped it up about Wendy's
TV segment and came to an agree-
ment which is that NeNe's most

OLLY-
H WOOD - Juice
WRLD died

TLANTA -
Wendy Williams
/ ays she didn't

important secret remained under wraps.
So, bottom line is they're still the clos-
est of friends. Our sources say Wendy
felt, and convinced NeNe, the
'Housewives' news was hardly a big
cup o' tea to spill. As for that "HUGE

from an accidental overdose accord-
ing to the Cook County Medical
Erarnet.
The M Es office says i found oxy-
codone and codeine In s system and
determined he died from toxic \evels
of those drugs.

TMZ broke the story that Juice WRLD

died in early December following a
drug bust at Midway Airport in Chicago.

Witnesses believed the rapper had swal-

lowed a bunch of Percocet pills in an
attempt to hide them from the feds. He
ultimately suffered seizures, which
proved fatal. :

We should note oxycodone is the
main active ingredient in Percocet.
Juice often rapped and talked about
abusing lean aka codeine cough syrup.

So, the presence of codeine in his sys-
tem adds up.
As we reported, after Juice WRLD's
death his mother, Carmella Wallace,
told us her son had "battled with pre-
seription drug dependency." She told
us her hope was that Juice's openness

t" on NeNe's shoulders to which

wel
Wendy referred on her show? We're
told WW is taking a vow of silence
on that one until NeNe's ready to reveal
that. In other words Wendy can fol-
low girl code. TMZ

Juice WRLD died from accidental OD of Oxycodone, Codeine

about his struggles would help others
dealing with the same issues.
The feds also found 70 pounds of
weed in multiple vacuum-sealed bags
inside luggage from the private jet. But,
as wereported ... it doesn't appear any-
one will be charged for the weed. THMZ

. OHANNESBURG -
' The BVSM (Backing
Vocealists and Session
Musicians) awards founded by
Yvonne Chaka Chaka are mak-
ing a comeback for a third install-
ment after hitting a snag last year.
The awards that shine the spot-
light on backing vocalists and
session musicians, who have for
along time been cast aside, will
A\ be staged on March 15 at the
. Soweto Theatre in Jabulani,

0 Soweto.
A crop of musicians to be

| period between 1996
| and 2000. _
( "I'm truly delight- &
| edthatthe BVSM /
‘ awards are back
| this year. It's a
| project close
| to my heart 4,
\ because it's 8
~ rooting for (@

in the music {8
industry," @&

S

Yvonne Chaka Chaka's backing
vocalists awards make a return

Chaka Chaka said.

The winners this year will receive
R5 000 cash. Anadditional R20
000 will be deposited in an endow-
ment policy that the winner can
only cash in no less than five
years. This is done in an effort

to make sure that
musicians don't
die penniless.

Sowetan
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almost became one big

Glenda stan account on

Monday after sis made a return

to popular SABC1 soapie Skeem
Saam.

Kwaito must have thought he

had left his ex in 2019, but the

| ghost of relationships past came

| backto haunt him this week when

! Glenda came to visit his parents.

|

1

|

l JOHANNESBURG Twitter

Of course, his parents were happy
to see her. In fact, Ma Ntuli was
[ over the moon.
- Remember how the streets want-
| edtocall Uyajola's Jub Jub to sort
out Kwaito when he cheated on
Glenda last year? Remember how
Glenda turmed down a huge inter-
national scholarship just so she
could be closer to Kwaito, only
to find out dude was also dating
his “friend”, Lizzy?

Well, karma was staring him 4,
| straight in the eyes. %
1 While Kwaito was sweating
| at the meeting, Glenda was glow-

ing real bright and leaving every-
\ one blinded with her beauty.

Over on social media, the streets 4 :

. were deep in their feels, with
some predicting flames and /
others praying for Kwaito.

Actress Nozipho Langa
has. a warning for anyone
trying to break into the

\ industry: talent alone won't
get you anywhere,

' Run, Kwaito! 'Skeem Saam’s' Glenda
1S 1n town, visiting your parents

The star, who plays the role of
Glenda on popular soapie Skeem
Saam told TshisaLIVE that she
has seen how many aspiring per-
formers fall flat because they did-
n't put in the hardwork or have
enough knowledge about the indus-

try

ere is only so much you can
do without an education of how
things work. You need to have
knowledge behind that and work
hard. Talent will only get you so
far. The things that works for me
is prayer and planning.
. It is also broaden-
\ ing your knowl-
\ cdge in every-
thing you do
and putting
yourselfout
& there."
Times
Live




SPIES IN DISGUISE

PG | 1H 53MIN | ANIMATION, ACTION, ADVENTURE

When Ihe world's best spy is tumed inlo & pigeon, he must rely on his nerdy tech off-
cer fo save the world.

DIRECTOR: Nick Bruno, Troy Quane

WRITER: Brad Copaland (screenplay by), Lioyd Taylor (screnpiay by)
STARS: Karen Gillan, Rachel Brosnahan, Will Smith

b St
QUEEN & SLIM (2019) BIRDS OF PREY (2020)
R|2H 12MIN | DRAMA | 27 NOVEMBER 2019 R| 1H49MIN | ACTION, ADVENTURE, CRIME | 7 FEBRUARY 2020 (USA)
A couple's first date takes an unexpecled tum when a police officer pulls them over. After spiitiing with the Joker, Harley Quinn joins superheroes Black Canary, Huntress
DIRECTOR: Melina Matsoukas

h and Renee Montoya fo save a young girf from an evil crime lord.
WRITERS: Lena Waithe (screenplay by), James Frey (story by) DIRECTOR: Cathy Yan
STARS: Daniel Kaluuya, Jodie Tumer-Smith, Bokeem Woodbine WRITER: Christina Hodson

STARS: Margot Robbie, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Jumee Smalistt-Bell

TV Shows (Series)

"NEXT IN FASHION

PREMIERE DATE: JANUARY 29

Project Rurtway fans, this is fikely going o be your next big dosession.
The compelifion sefies features 18 designers who face off in various fash-
ion challenges in hopes of impressing judges Elizabeth Stewart, Eva
Chen, and others. Even better, Queer Eye's Tan France and world-

SONG OF THE WEEK

Dua Lipa
- Don’t Start Now |

(intro]
Ifyou don't wanna see me

[Verse 1]
Did a full 180, crazy
Thinking bout the way | was
Did the heartbreak change me? Maybe
But look at where | ended up
I'mall good already
So moved on, it's scary
I'm not where you left me at all, so

[Pre-Chorus]
If you don't wanna see me dancing with somebody
If you wanna believe that anything could stopme

renowned model Alexa Chung co-host the new shaw.

[Chorus]
: Don't show up, don't come out
Q;; Don't start caring about me now
5 Walk away, you know how
¥ i Don' start caring about me now
[/ ] [Verse 2]
"ﬂ"’WﬂaB WE Enn v' Aren't you the guy who tried fo
Hurt me with the word "goodbye™?
3 Though it took some time to survive you
PREMIERE DATE: TBA(SOMETIMEINMAY)  PREMIERE DATE: TBA Ml e
. ok : : So moved on, it's scary
Glee co-creator Ryan Murphy descried Hollywood as *a love letier o i Academy Award-winring La La Land direcior Damien Chazele at I'm not where you left me 2t all, so
the golden age of Tinsetiown” set n the 1940 — in other words, think i paim, you know s going to be good ... especilly if you're a fan of
Humphrey Bogatt, John Wayne, Jean Harlow, Lucile Ball, and Vivien i The contemporary drama takes place in a Pari club and cen-
ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ%@g&e plat 3‘“‘;;";“&;‘;:""‘“ ters around Elict Udo (André Holland), a jazz pianist from New York Cty [Pre-Chorus]
Pope and David C Pgmmaamj ﬂ\eg Hollvwa EWJE H. whois forced to grow up when his 15-year-oid daughter shows up o his

the series looks at "Hollywood and the sex industry, and how absolutely
everything has changed and nathing has changed.”

dlub unannounced.

Book Review

ANN

NAPOLITANC

BY ANN NAPOLITANO

in Ann Napolitano's Dear Edward, a 12-year-old boy is the sole sur-
vivor of a plane crash and must putthe pieces of his life back togeth-
er whle dealing with media fascination and overwhelming fame.
Nanoltano weaves Edward's devastating post-crash experience with
heart-pounding chapters set during the final hours and minutes of
the flight. Though there's so much tragedy and loss in this novel,
there s also a lot of hope.

HOME THINGS ARENCT
MEANMT TO DE SHARFD = 8

BY MEGAN ANGELO

Debut author Megan Angelo skewers social media and celebri-
fy cuifure in her debut dystopian novel, Followers. In altemating
chapters, we follow New York City celebrity blogger Orlain 2015
as she conspires to make her roommate Floss famous—and
enjoy the perks that go along with that. In 2051, Mariow is a gov-
emment-controlled:celebrity who lives her life for public con-
sumption and corporate sponsorship. How these women are cor-
nected will keep you completely enraptured from start to finish.
This is sure to be one of the biggest books of the winter.

TOPICS OF CONVERSATION

BY MIRANDA POPKEY

Inthis perceptive, biting debut novel that's perfect for Sally Rooney
fans, readers follow an unnamed narrator over two decades of her
Iife via conversations she has with other women about desire, rela- -4
tionships, sex, and motherhood. There's much to relate to and dogear

in this slim book.

If you don't wanna see me dancing with somebody
If you wanna believe that anything could stop me
(Don't, don't, don't)

[Chorus]
~ Don'tshow up, don't come out
Don't start caring about:me now
Walk away, you know how
Don‘tstartmmg'abwtmel;ow(‘ﬂwtmenaw.boui
me,

[Bridge]
Up, up
Don't come out, out, out

Don't shaw up, up, up
Don't start now (Ch)

Up, up
Don't come out, out

I'm not where you left me at all, so

[Pre-Chorus]
If you don't wanna see me dancing with somebody
If you wanna befieve that anything could stop me

[Chorus]
Don't show up (Don't show up), don't come out (Don't
come out)
Don't start caring about me now (Bout me now)
Walk away (Walk away), you know how (Your know
how)
Don't start caring about me now (Sa)-

[Outro]
Up,up
Don't come out, out, aut
Don't shaw up, up, up
Walk away, walk away (So)
Up, up
Don't come out; out, out
Don't show up, up, up
Walk away, walk away, oh



CRERT AWADODANA -
GOSPEL FESTIVAL

@ ALL NATIONS CHURCH

r BB 4 :

The Great Amadodana choir performir-rg during their gospel music festival at All Nations
Christian Church in Ezulwini recently. The festival was attended by a number of gospel : > 2 s E
music lovers and groups from as far as South Africa to support the local group. (Pics: Simon :;,’fffsrf}at f‘m adodana group members in action during -3
, val. :

Shabangu) : : o

et 4N

Amadodana Movement Music Association PRO who
is also a former MP Mduduzi DIamini and Brian
Shabangu from Ford were also also at the event.

i L .‘.
|| ' B ¥
| FERmR | A

Sikiza enjying the music rendered by one of the
groups on the night.

; | Shiabani Nxumalo flanked by Great Amadodana mem-  Lungile Magagula AKA Sgagu

A section f All Nations Church in Zion Choir cap- !;:rs S"amkehso Nxumalo and choir leader Samkelo Semalangeni and Siphesihle

tured during their performance. S Nxumalo AKA Sihlabani directing
proceedings of the event.
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Columns & Opinion

QUOTE
Whenever a man has cast a longing eye on

offices, a rottenness begins in his conduct.
= Thomas jeffersonm

arents who suffer the loss of a child
¥ under the age of 18 will be entitled to
two weeks’ statutory paid leave from

worl, the government has announced.

The new legal right, coming into force from
April, is the most generous offer on parental
bereavement pay and leave in the world, said
ministers.

The regulations will be known as Jack’s Law,
in memory of Jack Herd, whose mother Lucy
has been campaigning on the issue since her
23-month-old son Jack drowned in a pond in
2010.

She found out the law only allowed Jack’s
father three days off work to grieve, one of
which had to be the funeral.

Business Secretary Andrea Leadsom said:
“There can be few worse experiences in life
thanithe loss of a child and I am proud that this
government is delivering Jack’s Law, making
us the first country in the word to do so.

“When it takes effect, Jack’s Law will be a
fitting testament to the tireless efforts of Lucy
Herd, alongside many charities, to give parents

greater support.”

Lucy Herd said: “In the immediate afiermath
of'achild dying, parents have to cope with their
own loss. the grief of their wider family, includ-
ing other children, as well as a vast amount of
administrative paperwork and other arrange-
ments.

‘A sudden or accidental death may require a
post-mortem or inquest, there is a funeral to
arrange and there are many other organisations i
to contact, from schools to benefit offices.

“When I started this campaign 10 years ago

affer the death of my son Jack, I always hoped
that a positive change would happen in his
EMOTrY.

“Knowing that nearly 10 years of campaign-
ing has helped create Jack’s Law is the most
wonderful feeling, but it is bittersweet at the
same time.’

Parents will be able to take the leave as either
a single block of two weeks, or as two separate
blocks of one week each taken at different times
across the first year after their child’s death.

Shadow Business Secretary Rebecca Long-
Bailey said: “Labour has supported the proposal
for parental bereavement leave from its incep-
tion, and we welcome this announcement.

* As set out in our Workers’ Rights Manifesto,
Labour is calling for bereavement leave for
those who have lost a close family member.”

Matthew Percival of the CBI said: “The loss
of any child is unimaginably difficult. Offering
this flexibility to bereaved parents is something
businesses absolutely welcome. Giving time
for families to grieve without the worry of

what’s going on at work is fundamental.”

Mike Cherry, Chairman of the Federation of
Small Businesses, said: ‘We’ve engaged with

the Government to ensure Jack’s Law works
for both employees and small businesses, mak-
ing it a day one right as it absolutely should be.

‘It would be fantastic to see this legislation
improved even further with the creation of a
parental bereavement allowance for the self-
employed.”

Susan Clews, Chief Executive of the
Conciliation Service Acas, said: ‘This new legal
right will allow eligible working parents paid
time off to help them grieve and will help
employers who manage staff that are experi-
encing the distressing loss of a loved one.’

When 1 first entered Parliament nearly a
decade ago, it was with one ambition in mind:
to make life better for people across the UK -
and particularly, for families.

And in my role as Business Secretary, [ have

aunches

‘Jack’s Law’

...to give bereaved parents two paid weeks off work if they lose a child under the age of 18

the enormous privilege of hearing a wide vari-
ety of people’s views and considering concerns
raised about where the law doesn’t go far
enough.

The right to paid leave in the terrible case of
stillbirth or death of a child is one such impor-
tant issue.

There can be few more devastating experi-
ences in life than losing a child. I can only imag-
ine the trauma and pain of such a loss. And if
such a tragedy happens, the last thing that par-
ents should have to worry about is going to
work.

While most employers treat bereaved parents
with consideration and compassion, and there
is already a legal duty for employers to allow
reasonable time off for emergencies involving
a dependant, there is no specific legal right to
time off following the death of a child.

Gap
This is an inexcusable gap in the law, and one
that affects thousands of families every year.
And I am proud to say that it is changing,
thanks to the amazing work of Lucy Herd and
my colleagues, Will Quince and Kevin
Hollinrake.

In 2010, Lucy’s 23-month-old son, Jack, trag-
ically died. While struggling with her grief,
Lucy discovered that her then-husband could
only take three days paid leave off work —one
of which had to be for the funeral —to cope with
the death. Tn 2013, Lucy initiated the Jack’s
Rainbow campaign, to change the law around
parental bereavement in the workplace.

1 had the huge pleasure of meeting Lucy this
week, together with my Conservative colleague
Kevin Hollinrake, the MP for Thirsk and
Malton, who sponsored the Parental
Bereavement (Leave and Pay) Bill through
Parliament with the Government’s support,

paving the way for the legislation being laid
today.

So today, with thanks to the amazing work of
Lucy and numerous charities including the
National Bereavement Alliance, Sands and the
Lullaby Trust, we will put this new legislation
before parliament. In memory of Lucy’s son,
we have named it Jack’s Law.

Jack’s Law will provide a new legal right to
aminimum of two weeks off work for parents
after the death of a child. At two weeks, it will
be the most generous law of its kind in the
world. It will apply to parents who suffer a still-
birth, or the death of a child before the age of
18.

The death of a child is difficult to speak of.
But there are around 7 500 child deaths every
year: of which 3 000 are stillbirths. Relative to
the rest of the world, these numbers are low —
but that will of course be immaterial to a griev-

ing parent. :
Charity

Earlier this week, I was lucky to visit Sands

— the stillbirth and neonatal death charity. In
their headquarters in London, I met bereaved
parents and heard what Jack’s Law meant to
them. While some had had very supportive
employers, others had not. And they all agreed
that by enacting this law, we are not only ensur-
ing a statutory minimum leave, but acknowl-
edging that when there is such a tragedy,
employers need to provide adequate support.
Anyone who has experienced grief will know
that it is not a linear process. It affects people
differently, at different times. Jack’s Law will
allow bereaved parents to use their period of
leave flexibly. Parents will be able to take
bereavement leave as either a single block of
two weeks, or as two separate weeks taken at
different times across the first year after their

child’s death. This will enable parents to match
their leave to the times they need it most —
which could be in the early days, or over the
first anniversary — or both.

But I want employers to see Jack’s Law as a
statutory minimum standard, not the goal - and
I urge them to go further to support bereaved
parents in any way that they can. Sands them-
selves offer training to provide employers with
the knowledge that they need to support griev-
ing staff — but the parents I met were clear that
the worst approach is to stay silent. Many had
been abandoned by friends that simply could-
n’t find the words to say, and so said nothing
atall.

Sands advocate that in the case of a bereave-
ment, employers should be parent-led in their
approach. Some parents prefer their colleagues
to be informed before they return to work — oth-
ers prefer to have that conversation themselves.

The UK already has some of the strongest
workplace rights in the world to help parents.
We have laws on flexible working, shared
parental leave and maternity, paternity and
adoptive parental rights.

As Business Secretary, I am determined to go
further.

We will shortly bring forward the
Employment Bill, bringing in the right to leave
for unpaid carers, extending redundancy pro-
tections to prevent pregnancy and maternity
discrimination and allowing working parents
of babies who go into neonatal care to take
extended leave.

My ambition is for the UK to be the best place
in the world to work and to grow a business.
That sometimes means tackling difficultissues
— but it will build a sustainable working envi-
ronment we can all be proud of.

(Daily Mail)
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The ultimate purpose of economics, of course, is to
understand and promote the enhancement of well-
being.

‘= Ben Bernanke

ECONOMICS TODAY
WITH: George Choongwa

ne of the most inhibiting factors to the
Osuccess of most entrepreneurs in
Affican is lack of discipline.

With regards to talent and skill acquired either
formally or informally acquired, these indi-
viduals are able to produce competitive goods
and services. We see most of the Afican entre-
preneurs in both formal and informal sectors
where they are engaged in doing various activ-

ities such as tailoring, carpentry and other
income generating activities starting well, but
due to poor management of discipline, they
soon fall off the business arena with nothing to
show. However, we have seen a total contrast
of things with these enfrepreneurs, some
because of discipline, start small, but bacuse
they are very focused in doing their things,
would soon make it in life and achieve even
bigger things. Good examples on the African
scenery include: Aliko Dangote from Nigeria,
Hakainde Hichilema from Zambia, Fomba
| Trawally from Liberia, Bethlehem Tilahun
Alemu from Ethiopia, Adii Pienaar from
| South Africa, Patrick Ngowi from Tanzania,
| Fred Deegbe from Ghana. The list is endless.
Others, after making a fortune in their busi-
nesses, soon lose focus, they engage in luxuri-
ous lifestyles with high level of spending. Some
get themselves in polygamous acts where fam-
ily squabbles and cranky relations tear their
businesses to nothing. All this boils down to

discipline.

Defining discipline

Though there is no one true definition of dis-
cipline in general and business in particular, it
can still be related to the ability to remain effec-
| tive and constant in achieving a given goal.
| This would also mean that discipline can be
| defined as the absence of compromise.

| Characteristics of discipline in business

African entrepreneurs’ level of discipline can
| be characterised by some of the following traits
| namely; hardworking, stable mindset, patience,

| punctuality, resourcefulness, and accountabil-

they remain stable no matter the situation at
hand. Think of the famous Nigerian business
people, they remain focused on the results and
not the circumstances they found themselves
of. All what matters to them is the profit and
nothing else. Hence, they are known to be very
aggressive with whatever they did. Remember
that everything being success or failure beings
o and ends with the mindset which is the man-
; ner of seeing things around you.

!
|
| _Hardworﬂng_

Patience

Most disciplined people are very hard work-
ing people. They aim at achieving the intend-
ed goals of the business. They stay focused on

the goal and are not easily disturbed with any-
thing that comes along which was not business,
| In this regard, one of the things that make them
- succeed is that of not being able to remain sat-

Business is never the same every time espe-
cially in Africa were the economic fluctuations
were an order the day. Things would at times

get really bad and discoursing to continue with
business, but disciplined entrepreneurs always
remained focused and resilient, hence their lev-

]
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business or life of an entrepreneur. The point
in this is that since most of them were involved
in informal businesses which were also high-
ly competitive, the issue of time management
would just mean everything. Most of the
African entrepreneurs were not very prudent
with the issue of time management and how it
had the potential to impact their businesses.
Despite aiming to supply the commodities on
demand, most of them did not do it on the prin-
ciple of punctuality. One of the reasons to such
kind of vice is that time has never been appre-
ciated in Aftica.

However, some entrepreneurs in Africa have
achieved much through the element of punc-
tuality. They remain disciplined and commit-
ted to their goals in business and with time

combined with other factors, they attained the
intended goals of their businesses. They never

els of patience was ever high. They understand  procrastinate, but always did their jobs on time

' isfied with the demands of an average life. In

this manner, they put in to the work extra hours

with pleasure, just to have things done. In this
way, the issue of being efficient and effective

| comes first n everything they do.

Stable mindset

that business success Is not static, but a process.
Disciplined entrepreneurs are always con-
vinced that discipline is the greatest virtue that
no one can afford to lose. However, these dis-
ciplined entrepreneurs don’t stop pushing and
hustling apart from being patient with the sit-
uation. They understand that patience was only
a virtue, but things were to continue moving.

‘The other feature of a disciplined entrepre-

neur is the issues of having a stable and posi-

tive mindset. Most disciplined entrepreneurs
are very mindful with the thoughts that cross
their minds, Therefore, the way they looked at

In other words, this would also mean hard
working while they remain hopeful that things
will get better one day. This spirit, has seen

many entrepreneurs in Africa to remain hope-
ful. One business man once said, itis very nor-

mal to run the entire business on hope some
times. Only hope!

Punctuality

things about their businesses and those things
that surround them is mainly in a more pro-
ductive and rewarding manner. They always
aim at developing a positive attitude about
them. All what they think aboutis success and
failure does not exist in their minds. Hence,

and within the limits of time. This has been

seen in the manner they handled their busi-

nesses like: opening on time always and clos-

ing at a given time. They remain constant with

business regards of holidays, weather, and other
socioeconomic factors. They just remain con-
stant with doing things at all times.

Resourceful

Since most of these people know what they
want out of business, African entrepreneurs are
very resourceful. Since most of their survival
is dependent on support they received from

family members in terms of activities like ris-

ing of capital and provision of human work-
force. The disciplined entreprencurs will
always remain resourceful as they mainly aim

Punctuality can mean everything in African  at getting information about a given product
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that was on market demand. In this manner,
the element and issue of getting the right prod-
uct and service for the right market is well
demonstrated. However, the challenge in
understanding that most of them were not
involved in primary production of these goods
but retailing where they found themselves and
middlemen in trade.

Accountable

Despite being a critical element in the defin-

ition of discipline, Most of the African entre-
preneurs never embraced the blame when
things went wrong. Unlike disciplined people
who always refrain from blaming others for the
bad outcome of things, but take up the blame
themselves if they were responsible, Most
African entrepreneurs blamed their respective
governments for the failure and mischief of
their businesses. Instead of being creative and
innovative about the situation, these entrepre-
neurs in African mainly remain stuck with the
situation at their disposal.

This is one of the contributing factors why
most of the African entrepreneurs remain unac-
countable with various socioeconomic vices
such as corruption, climate change, and pover-
ty, and tax returns just to mention a few of
them.

Conclusion

Afficans achieved their business goals along-
§1dq other factors, besides the central one which
is discipline.

Hence, get discipline and be a winner as an
entrepreneur!
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“There are people in the world so hungry, that God IIIESHIIIT.BEIGIM.
F;;::f;:::ﬂ::;:eéscgtact cannot appear to them except in the form of bread.” EIIHIS!IY
- Meahatma Gandhi -
Ministry of Agriculture Home
Economics Section

Garlic is a herb that is grown around the

world. It is related to enion, lecks, scal-

lion, shallot and chives. Garlic is a
popular ingredient in cooking due to its strong
smell and delicious taste.

In foods and beverages, fresh garlic, garlic
powder and garlic oil are used to add flavour.
Throughout history, garlic has beenused to treat
bronchitis, hypertension (high blood pressure),
TB (tuberculosis), liver disorders, dysentery,
flatulence, colic, intestinal worms, rheumatism,
(_:[iabetes and fevers. Garlic is very easy to
include in your diet. It complements most
savory dishes, particularly soups, sauces, dress-
ings and more. The strong taste of garlic can
also add a punch to otherwise bland recipes.
Garlic comes in several forms, from whole
cloves and smooth pastes to powders and sup-
plements like garlic extract and garlic oil.
However, keep in mind that there are some
downsides to garlic. such as bad breath and
allergic reactions. Garlic is incredibly nutri-
tiqus. One clove (3 grams) of raw garlic con-

tains:
Manganese: Two per cent ofthe Daily Value
(DV)

Vitamin B6: Two per cent of the DV

Vitamin C: One per cent of the DV

Selenium: One per cent of the DV

Fiber: 0.06 grams

Decent amounts of calcium, copper. potassi-
um, phosphorus, iron and vitamin B1. This
comes with 4.5 calories, 0.2 grams of protein
and 1 gram of carbohydrates. Garlic also con-

Health benefits
of garlic

Lains aace amounts of various other nutrients.
In fact, it contains a little bit of almost every-
thing you need.

Garlic Combats Sickness, Including the
Commeon Cold

Adding garlic to your diet may be worth try-
ing if you often get colds. Garlic helps prevent
and reduce the severity of common illnesses
like the flu and common cold. Garlic is known
to boost the function of the immune system.

The Active Compounds in Garlic Reduces
Blood Pressure

Cardiovascular diseases like heart attacks and
strokes are the world’s biggest killers. High
blood pressure or hypertension is one of the
most important drivers of these diseases. Garlic
reduces blood pressure in people with high
blood pressure.

Garlic Improves Cholesterol Levels,
Which May Lower the Risk of Heart Disease
High triglyceride levels are another known
risk factor for heart disease, but garlic seems to
have no significant effects on triglyceride lev-
els. Garlic reduces total and LDL cholesterol,
particularly in those who have high cholesterol.
HDL cholesterol and triglycerides do not seem
to be affected.

Garlic Contains Antioxidants That Help
Prevent Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia

Oxidative damage from free radicals con-
tributes to the aging process. Garlic contains
antioxidants that support the body’s protective
mechanisms against oxidative damage. High
doses of garlic are known to increase antioxi-
dant enzymes in humans, as well as signifi-
cantly reduce oxidative stress in those with high
blood pressure. The combined effects on reduc-
ing cholesterol and blood pressure, as well as
the antioxidant properties, may reduce the risk

of common brain diseases like Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia. Garlic contains antioxidants
that protect against cell damage and aging.

Eating Garlic May Help Detoxify Heavy
Metals in the Body

Sulfur compounds in garlic are known to pro-
tect against organ damage from heavy metal
toxicity. They also reduce many clinical signs
of toxicity, including headaches and blood pres-
sure.

Garlic May Improve Bone Health
Foods like garlic and onions may also have
beneficial effects on osteoarthritis. Garlic
appears to have some benefits for bone health
by increasing estrogen levels in females, but
more human studies are needed.

When taken orally: When taken by mouth,
garlic can cause bad breath, a burning sensa-
tion in the mouth or stomach, heartburn, gas,
nausea, vomiting, body odour or diarrhea.
These side effects are often worse with Taw gar-

lic. Garlic may also increase the risk of bleed-

ing. There have been reports of bleeding after
surgery in people who have taken garlic.

When applied to the skin: When applied to

73

the skin, garlic might cause severe skin irrita-
tion or damage that is similar to a burn. Raw
garlic might cause severe skin irritation when
it is applied to the skin. :

Bleeding disorder: Garlic, especially fresh
garlic, might increase the risk of bleeding, If
you have a bleeding disorder or are taking
blood-thinning medications, talk to your doc-
tor before increasing your garlic intake.

Diabetes: Garlic can lower blood sugar. In
theory, taking garlic might make blood sugar
too low in people with diabetes.

Stomach or digestion problems: Garlic can
irritate the gastrointestinal (GI) tract. Use with
caution if you have stomach or digestion prob-
lems.

Low blood pressure: Garlic can lower blood
pressure. In theory, taking garlic might make
blood pressure become too low in people with
low blood pressure.

Surgery: Garlic might prolong bleeding and
interfere with blood pressure. Garlic might also
lower blood sugar levels. Stop taking garlic at

Jeast two weeks before a scheduled surgery.

Caution

Garlic’s health benefits are plenty, but don’t

*

add too much to your diet too quickly.
Overdoing it can cause discomfort, including
upset stomach, bloating, diarrhea, bad breath
and body odor.

You may also get a stinging feeling on the
skin if you handle significant amounts of fresh
and dried garlic. To avoid garlic-induced skin
lesions, wear kitchen gloves.

On rare occasions, garlic supplements can
cause headaches, fatigue, appetite loss, muscle
aches, dizziness and allergic reactions such as
asthma attacks or skin rashes.

If you take blood thinners, taking a garlic sup-
plement can increase the medication’s effect,
making it even harder for your blood to clot.

Maximise the garlic

While you can steep chopped garlic in hot
water to make tea, covering the taste with
honey, taking advantage of garlic’s benefits is
a little complicated. Heating it or putting it in
a recipe can change its pH balance.

The enzymes from the allicin need a few min-
utes to start working, so letit sit after you mince,
crush or chop it.

You’ll get the most benefit from raw garlic.
But if you choose to cook it, don’t heat it above
140°F. Higher temperatures kill the allicin, so
add garlic to your recipes when you're almost
done cooking.
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whether a lap-pet oran outdoor guard dog
— the reward will be a warm and won-
derfull emotional experience.

Dogs and humans have evolved through
generations of symbiosis to have close, lov-
ing relationships. Anyone who denies this is
doir::g themselves and their dog a huge dis-
service.

Dogs teach us many life lessons. Here are
some.

1. Looks can be deceiving.

The ugliest mutt is as loving and protective
as a breed specimen. Don’t judge a book by
its cover; a special being can be hiding inside
any body.Humans, foo.

Lo Valuable lessons dogs teach us

2. Allow firesh air and wind in your face

whenever possible.

Dogs truly do know how to live in the
moment. Take every opportunity to enjoy the
outdoors — a walk among spring flowers in
Malolotja, the smell of the earth after rain in
your garden, the feel of a breeze on your skin
on a warm day. Like a dog, be excited for this
moment, all the time.

3. Beloyal. :
5. You are never too old to play. 7. Stretch frequently.
1f only we could all be the person our dogs 4 i short, so have fun and stop taking ~ Dogs often stretch. Stretching is one of the

think we are. No matier your circumstances, . . . A
your dog’ s opinion of you will never change. ef‘;ms%?g?:ﬁgag%em elways ceadylll best eXEiciics D RTEvEntinjuLy;

When you think you?ve lost everythingzyour 8. Avoid biting when growling will do.
L:i‘fgq;;;tﬁbe dthereaﬁlrﬂﬁ?f I?i‘g’t?fand adxti}]ua_— 6. When loved ones come home, always  Stand up for yourself; but no need to be
b o taucesazb;?; Cnasityouortelr  oreet them. unnecessarily aggressive or harmful. As dogs
£¢- One of the best parts of the day is the huge  do, always warn someone if you are feeling

= , welcome your dog meets you with when you  aggressive to let them get out of the way.
;)‘ Dog’t ,ttry L behs; m;lthu;g yau-re mtc'i arrive home after work. He makes you feel
W ogds ?{‘ care ‘;t cmer olgs Lhml. and - joved and special. Let those you love always 9. Forgive.
EYICUIIVcare NS anyOlias =D O know how happy you are to see them. Nearly every dog has been hurt in some way
you. Be yourself.

by a careless or ignorant human, but they
quickly forgive. Don’t hold grudges, even if
someone hurt you; you have the choice to for-

give.

10. Show compassion.
Your dog will be the first to cuddle and com-
fort you when you are upsct. Take every

opportunity to be kind.

11. Trust your instincts.

Trust your initial instincts of a situation or
person, before you let the mental chatter in
your mind tell you you’re wrong. Your gut
instinct is usually correct.

12. Things don‘t matter.

A dog can have the best time with an old
worn out ball. You can find joy in small
things. Don’t obsess over material things.

13. Go for walks everyday.

Dogs are never too tired or too old fora walk.
Walks are great for physical and mental health.
Take your dog and yourself for a walk every
day even if you don’t feel like it.

14. Love unconditionally.

Love yourself, your friends, your children,
your family, your job, your community and
most of all love nature, which gives us every-
thing.

15. Get lots of rest.

Dogs nap on and off for 12-14 hours out of
24. Sleep reinvigorates the brain. We should
always get adequate rest.

- = Product testing for quality assurance

5w AR SHA costs due to claims. formance was assured before the product was dis-
tributed then you stand a better chance to win if

Customer Confidence - Supplying safe and  the matter is taken to court. But what if you had
quality product to consumers or retailers will  nothing as proof that you made sure that your prod-
Eswat"" increase consumer confidence on that brand. Asa  uct was safe to use before dispatch? Your compa-
supplier you can have the best product, innovative  ny could even shoulder false claims and end up

s’a’"’ar ds ﬂ"”"” "v marketing and even a great network but without ~making huge losses by paying out ridiculous
the consumer trust, the product will not move in  claims.
the shelves. Consumers are not likely to buy a  Local traders or retailers need to make good
o the manufetiurer to the end user we Product t{rat proveq to be harmﬁy' or that did not choices_w_h:en looking for suppliers. It is also their
all have a role to play in ensuring that only liveto thgrexpecr&uons the first time they bought responmbrl;ly to ma'ke sure that they supply. the
high quality and safe products are manu- it, they will not even recommend it to anyoneelse.  final user witha quality and safe product. Retailers

factured, sold and used. >
e 5 Product recall - By testing the product before
We 2l have fhe responsibility of promoting the i sty g o - ‘

1t is our responsibility as

produchion and use of Wmeh quality products hat = 2 -
ot (o nationa) and intermational siendards,  PHet Will avai® product recalls due o e consumers to make sure that
Product testimg is one of the significant quality IHES AR P pe O e onSor 20 QESIIECRLO D0
assurance toos that can be used 10 ensure product unsafe for the c‘;msu;\er. The supph:}::’ m&l‘;}fc able we h\lY and use pIOdllﬂtS that
; to prevent product from getting to the shelf if the f d ali
quality and safety. : , are of good quality and are
1t is the responsibility of a supplier and manu- t;_?t t:z‘;“s Show it e tm.gh t'be Gelpe i safe. If a mother goes to
facturer 1o produce quality and safe products. This =P uct. Once a consumer is disappointed with 9 a
b ey mAking sure it e tayate. t‘n:;:1 quality ?1: safety of a product, it is very diffi- supermarket to buy food for
: S ; i i 4 ot
rial used when manufacmm}g is of good quality (’;'orte Efam i'i:“f;g::&?iui?:mrf;}t 1stsﬂ;$re her house, it is her responsi-
and only reputable raw material suppliers are used. o Do thﬂan . 1p M iy < ;p s bility to buy quali d
It is important for manufacturers to always man- reaching the shelves through product testing. st Y T ty and safe
; - ucts to m
age t-he q ual 1ty Oft‘pe prociurCt mﬁihgzﬁit:e p:g_ False claims - By testing your product as a man- IS'he feeds her £ . .su.re .ﬂlit
duction line. Testmgr Y pn benefit the %1 P e ufacturer you protect yourself from consumers ex amﬂY with
cessing and before ¢ et ah who may claim to have been harmed by using your safe food.

2 2 . On- 5 .
as inCreasing cusiomer o product thus demanding compensation. If you

; . cuch
er in many ways Suc ; i :
duct recalls and reducing proof that the product was tested and con-

fidence, reducing pro

are encouraged to have a clear criteria and proce-
dures on how they choose their suppliers. Where
necessary they should also conduct supplier audits
to ensure that the product they get from supplier
is manufactured in a good environment and the
integrity of the product is maintained during man-
ufacturing. The retailer must demand proof from
the supplier that the product is safe and of good
quality and this could be in a form of a Certificate
of Analysis (COA) or Certificate of Compliance
(COC).

It is our responsibility as consumers to make sure
that we buy and use products that are of good qual-
ity and are safe. Ifa mother goes to a supermarket
to buy food for her house, it is her responsibility
to buy quality and safe products to make sure that
she feeds her family with safe food. If as con-
sumers we would make sure that we only buy
quality products, suppliers will be compelled to
produce quality products. The power rests on our
shoulders as consumers, the more we support sub-
standard goods the more they are going to flood
the market.

At SWASA we facilitate the testing of products
by engaging accredited laboratories in the coun-
try or in neighbouring countries to conduct testing

for clients. We can test a wide range of products
both to international and nationally recognised
standards. After receiving your test report,
SWASA will assist with the interpretation of the
test results according to national and internation-
al stf'mda:ds. Furthermore, we facilitate the cali-
bration of precision instruments, gauges and sci-
entific apparatus,
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Untipping The Societal stop putting in the same effort to keep you,
Scales as they did to win you.”
= Unknowsn

WITH: Dumisa Dlamini

othing inspires a woman than their
Ndesire to get the best from a man what-

ever they think he has or can give, to
inflict the worst of pain unto him but not so
keen to give the best they can to him not unless
it is meant to get her as much in return.

For the three conditions all which are a
springboard for women to manipulate men,
which they almost always do and get away
with, they would introduce the trap in a very
sophisticated catch phrase, “We need to talk.”
No man in his right mind would not and
shouldn’t be intimidated by his phraseology
because it comes laden and pregnant with bad
news, trouble nesilungulela nje lesitakuh-
waya shengarsi sidliso lucubo bwaso. It is a
well calculated statement, first, to capture your
atfention to the effect that even if besewnd-
lalela khashane naye, youwill think of ways
and means of getting in touch with her instant-
ly. Or if familiarity with her has bred contempt

in such a manner that you no longer take her
seriously. “We need to talk, “will bring a man
to order in the quickest way possible, unless
he has never cared for the woman anyway.
Your good old wife will also use this catch
phrase so that she gets your attention over mat-
ters she has always been meaning and willing
to discuss with you and you have always been
elusive.

Look, Scales will tell you this much that even

a woman lemsomarnge and not yet your girl-

friend becomes very dangerous when she

sends you the “”"We need to talk, “statement.
She has considered your proposal at length
alongside her personal problems and love
mess she is in. Nyalo ke sowufuna kutilahla
inyandzana kuwe and wants to gauge if you
will be ready for the challenge. 1f you actual-

1y get 1o talk together as she would have nti-
mated, you will shocked kutsi tintfombatana
tinenkinga long, wide and high as the
Drakensberg Mountains. You will find out
she has three children, with different paterni-
ty, she is working only as a cheap labourer and
that she is single parent fifsi ke sewute sikhat-
si sekuediala. In all this talk she wants you to
commit and she will laden you with all her
troubles. A gentleman fool will listen through
and even promise to take part in the mess but
skelem siva ngendlebe yinye nje and will
instantly cut communication immediately after
that conversation. Scales would advise that it
would be wise for any man, never to honour
the invitation that the two of you need to talk.

Itis a wide pond wherein the kind of fish you

will hook up are trouble, expenses, complica-

tions and at the end of the day you will dis-
cover that vele nje ufuna timbasha noma lija-
ha lelicinile etimbasheni and she is less wor-
ried about this concept of love. She would
have tried it with everyone else and wants you
as a scrubbing brush to wipe all the mess other
three legged creatures have caused her.

This catch phrase is however popular with a
woman who is your girlfriend and Scales sup-
poses men know for sure now that ungeke nje
wbe wedvwa entfombini yakho, nilintsantana
nje sibili and she keeps weighing her options
on each of you. When it is your turn that she
invites you that you two need to talk, she may
be considering one of the others better than
you and eager to cut you off. But hey, she
could be pregnant and always wanted it. Now
she wants to let you know and see how much
you love that. Mtsetfwa waseTimbutini an
extremely married evangelist got a lady preg-

nant. He got the message, “We need to talk”,

QUOTE

“Relationships end too soon because people

Columns & Opinion

Women’s, ‘we need

to talk, ever pregnant
- with bad news

whilst he was enjoying supper with his fami-
ly wavele wacela kuyolala instantly because
he knew the phrase didn’t mean well. The
other woman wanted to commit abortion and
was preparing Nyambose for timbasha for a
smooth and neat operation.

In other situations your wife
will indicate the need to talk
because she has weighed her
options away from you. She
wants separation or divorce.
In the series of fights, tiffs and
cheating sprees she has never
been this calm. The moment,
she approaches you with com-
' posure and utter the words, “We

need to talk”, hamba uyofsen-
ga emaCurtains because she
will leave with every stitch of
clothing in the house.

Having made providence of same he was fur-
ther asked to give her money for psychologi-
cal counselling because, “Iyangihlupha lent-
fo nangingedvwa.”she claimed. On the other
hand the gentleman would not resist anything

because a lot would go wrong if the issue were
to come to the fore. On another serious tone,
the invite could mean that she is pregnant by

another man. She is not then supposed to be
seen with you or any other man other than the
intimated dad lest the latter denies paternity
after discovering that all along sisi was a foot-
ball team coach.

In the stillness of a drive with his wife
Mcimbi Malindzisa noticed that his wife was
somehow quiet for the past week. The situa-
tion was playing itself the same way in the car.
He asked her if she was alright and she said
she was. However, just before disembarking
from the car, she gave him a fixed stare and
said, “We need to talk yebabe waKhubekile.”

Tests

Believe Scales, the gentleman did not have
an easy day at work. For the first time he called
his wife throughout the day and she insisted
kufuna bakhulume ekhaya and they did.

She told the man she had gone for a med-
ical check-up wherein a series of medical tests
were recommended and carried out on her.
She was discovered that sewunawo lombkhuh-
lane lomkhulu loyindzaba yelive lonkhe. She
then started to cry hysterically. The declara-
tion and the crying were indicators who the
culprit was. Now you can affirm with Scales
that this is no simple statement.

In other situations your wife will indicate
the need to talk because she has weighed her
options away from you. She wants separation
or divorce.

In the series of fights, tiffs and cheating
sprees she has never been this calm. The
moment, she approaches you with composure

and utter the words, “We need to talk™, hamba
uyotsenga emaCurtains because she will leave
with every stitch of clothing in the house.
Lomnantiso Matsenjwa had a serious talk with
her pastor who was worried she was getting
over the cliff and no wedding bells where
heard. She was a good, beautiful and fairly
educated girl  adlalwa  kweskelm
FkwakaGulwako nje posing as a boyfriend and
future husband. The pastor suggested she
opens up to umzalwane Nehemiahwho was
gentleman also but failing to attract a good
partner. Holy Fire erupted between the two
and they prayed strongly and it appeared they
had chemistry for each other.

The woman called her not-so-committed
boyfriend and told him they needed to talk. He
was, like all men, agitated at the message. He
tried to coax the content of the talk over the
phone to no avail. When they finally met, she
told him it was over and she was moving on
in life.

Of course she had counted all his sins one
by one, some of which were things and peo-
ple the boyfriend was never aware she knew
about.

The moment your women be she a girl-
friend, fiancé or wife demands that you talk,
you should know she is pregnant with trouble
for you, kute lokutakuba mnnadzi boetie. 1t
is either uganile, ugugudlele or wants out of
the relationship because she strongly believes
kufanele uve ngaye!
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It is health that is real wealth and not
pieces of gold and silver.
~-Mahatma Gandhi

P ——

]

4 Q&As on Beginning HIV Treatment

Congratulations, you made a courageous step to test for HIV and to know your status! If your test reflected positive, it is important that you begin HIV
treatment immediately, regardless of your CD4 count. Here are four common questions and answers about initiating HIV treatment.

1. Who will benefit
from treatment?

baby (if pregnant), and your loved ones
who wish to see you live longer! Com-
mencement of treatment for HIV early
can enable you to be a productive con-
tributor to your family and society with-
out experiencing the negative effects that
come with being sick from HIV infection
symptoms.

We would like to hear from you. Contact us for your feedback or question.
Cailt 1212 for free and follow us on social media.

2. When can
I start treatment?

3. What is ART?

What are the benefits of ART?

Everyone — you, your partner(s), your Immediately! Once you test positive for Antiretroviral therapy (ART) is the treat- Visit New Start or Litsemba Letfu Men’s

ment taken for those infected with HIV. It

has several benefits, such as:

e Slows the process of HIV progression.

» Reduces chances of getting sicknesses
from HIV.

HIV, speak your health care provider
about starting treatment as soon as pos-
sible. It is normal to feel that you are not
ready — maybe even scared — for treat-
ment on the same

day or day after, » Helps people living with HIV have a
BUtH TS o near-normal life expectancy.

important to e Reduces the chances of transmitting HIV
Tl to children and sexual partners (if you

completely adhere to treatment),
because the virus is suppressed.

e Improves your health, even when and if
you already feel healthy.

e Helps you learn ways to disclose your
status to partners, spouses, and family

members.
Litsemba Letfu
Got it? Get it
New start Swaziland

it is best to start
treatment as
soon as possible
in order to have
a healthier and
longer-lasting life.

4. Where can
| start treatment?

Clinic in Matsapha, both at Big Tree
Complex; laMvelase clinic in Manzini;
or go to your nearest health facility to
access other free health services, such
as HIV testing/counselling/treatment.

‘ LITSEMBA
LETFU
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Crane and Valerie Edwards

mother by kicking and punching her before

she allegedly smothered them to death.

Rachel Henry, 22. was charged on Tuesday with
three counts of murder after the bodies of her chil-
dren - aged three, one and seven months - were
found inside their Phoenix, Arizona home.
Police said her two elder children tried to fight
her off in the moments before they were all smoth-
ered.

Henry allegedly told police that she started with
her one-year-old daughter by holding her hands

over the girl’s nose and mouth until she stopped
moving on Monday night.
The girl was initially kicking out at her mother
while she was being smothered.

Her three-year-old brother was screaming ‘no’
as he watched his Iittle sister die and repeatedly
tried to punch his mother to no avail.

Tlenty told police that she left the girl’s body at
theback of the house and chased her son around
uniit two relatives - including the children’s father
and another adult relative - arrived at the proper-
ty. She caught the boy and took him upstairs on
the pretense of putting him to bed as the relatives
sat in the living room.
Investigators say the boy pinched and scratched
s mother but was unable to save himself.

She then went to find her seven-month-old
daughter, gave her a botfle to feed on until she fell
asleep, then smothered her as well, authorities say.

Henry said she sung lullabies to all three chil-

while they were dying.
dr;f?e then propped all three bodies on the couch

s if they were sleeping’. Police were called to
éap 2

Two toddlers tried to fight back against their

Rachel Henry, 22, was charged on
Tuesday with three counts of murder
after the bodies of her children - aged

three, one and seven months - were
found inside their Phoenix, Arizona
home.

the property some time later to reports of unspec-
ified ‘trouble’.
Officers said they were called by one of Henry’s
relatives.
Authorities offered no possible motive for the
killings but court records cited one of the other
adults in the house as having told police that Henry

“Toddlers tried to fight back’

... by kicking and punching their ‘meth-addict’ mother, 22, as she
‘smothered her three children to death while singing them lullabies’

‘had a methamphetamine addiction and had been
acting strangg the past several days’.

It was also reported earlier on Tuesday that the
children had previously been removed from their
family home because Henry’s alleged addic-
tion. A representative from the Maricopa County
Attorney’s Office said late Tuesday that Henry
apparently admitted to having a history of addic-

. tion to methamphetamine and that her children
. were previously removed from her care, accord-
* ing to AZ Central.

Authorities said the alleged drug abuse likely

occurred in Oklahoma because the Arizona
Department of Child Safety said it had no previ-
ous contacts with Henry.

The family moved to Arizona over the summer

from Oklahoma.

Video shot by AZ Family showed Henry dressed
in a white Hazmat suit with her hands restrained
behind her back, being brought to the 4th Avenue
Jail, where she is being held without bond.

Henry said nothing in response to questions from
reporters asking her to address her children’s
deaths.

Those who knew Henry while she lived in the
town of Prague, Oklahoma, said she was a pleas-
ant woman who they trusted to look after their own
children.

Anthony Repsher, whose wife Tiffani Hardy fea-
tures in photos with Henry, said he had known her
for around six years.

: Speaking ;o Fox10, he said Henry would be the

ast person he would sus i

chilgren. PeCtlofhannmg berowi

“As amatter of fact, she’d even babysit my chil-

dren. I've never noticed any kind of depression or

anger or hostility towards children oranyone else.’

Henry initially claimed an illness may have been
a factor because the youngsters had been sick ear-
lier in the night.

According to reports, officers first received an
‘unknown trouble call” from one of the parents
and when police arrived at the home, they were
greeted by three adults.

The 30-year-old father and a 49-year-old rela-
tive identified in redacted court records as the
homeowner and an aunt were also taken in for
questioning.

A neighbor told local reporters he went outside
after hearing a helicopter above the residential
area,

David Ware said the property where the children
were found included a landscaping business or

plant nursery, with trucks often coming in and out.

He told AZ Central: ‘I’ve always just assumed
it was an active business. I’ve never seen children

on the property.’

Ware said that ‘cops went frantic’ at the scene,
adding: ‘I freak out, you panic. You want to make
sure there’s not a present danger to your children.’

Sgt Fortune described the scene that first respon-
ders found as ‘very difficult’,

First responders who tried to save the children’s
lives were sent home early after the traumatic
event.

The family lives in a neighborhood with old
homes of wood or stucco, where a white Spanish-
style church graces a corner.

But there is new construction going up all
around, with a golf course and several housing
developments of single-family homes priced at
more than $500,000. Court records showed that
Henry is being held in lieu of bail of $3million.

It was not immediately clear if Henry had an

attorney. Her next court date is scheduled for
January 31,
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PATRICE MOTSEPE TELLS DONALD TRUMP!

Foc us on

January 25, 2020

Your Daily Mzansi News

'AFRICA LOVES AMERICA,

. AFRICA LOVES YOU'

RETORIA - Billionaire busi-
P nessman Patrice Motsepe reck-

ons that Africa loves US President
Donald Trump. However, it appears

Twitter users disagree.

America to do well. We want you

dowell. The success of America is the
suecess of the rest of the world," Motsepe

told Trump.

Trump thanked Motsepe and said

that he did'a great job.

But many South A fricans didn't seem
impressed. Some took to social media

to share their views.
News24

The mining mogul was caught on
camera addressing Trump at the World
Economic Forum in Davos this week.

"Aftica loves America. Africa loves

you. It's very, very important. We want

TSI

;

to

Patrice Motsepe doing everything he can
to make sure Africa is never |nvoﬁ'ed in
World War 3! | stan????

— IPP2202777227?
2PP272227222?22272722 (@unclescrooch)
January 24, 2020

Disclaimer: the views of Mr Patrice
Motsepe on Africa loving Donald Trump
are his, and his alone

— Mahlodi (@legale Mabhlodi) January

LOVE?: US President Donald Trump with FIFA President
Gianni Infantino and billionaire businessman Patrice Motsepe.
2—-0 Ndisha Makhari {@ndisha) January 23,

24,2020
Motsege is not operating in our level
Buys, this guy is international and under-
stand business and politics more than us
and trump combined, thats why he is
wealthy.
You need brains to understand what
Motsepe is doing, a man is way intelligent
gu%_ just watch and learn

habisom &@Thablsolﬁ?llsal)
January 24, 202
Meet Mr Patrice Motsepe, Africa’s
Spokesperson.

Suspended PSA union leaders fight back, threaten to sue

ers of the Public Servants Association

of South Africa (PSA) are threat-

ening to sue their own union after three

of thern were served with precaution-
ary suspension letters last week,

On Tuesday last week, PSA board
members took a decision to place its
General Manager Tvan Fredericks; his
deputy Tahir Maepa and Labour Rela-
tions officer Thami Makhuzeni on sus-

pension pending an oufcome of an inter-
nal forensic investigation.

Announcing the board decision, PSA

President Lufine Mulaudzi said their
decision came in the wake of a Labour
Court judgment in favour of the recent-
ly elected PSA board afier three of its

JOHANNESB URG - Senior lead-

structures’ chairpersons challenged the
outcome of the elective congress held
in September last year.*In remaining
steadfast to the values of accountabili-
ty, transparency and good governance,
the PSA board met on December 11 to
initiate an independent investigation
mnto the alleged nregular appointment
of a legal firm by PSA that represent-
ed three of its structures/chairperson at
the Labour Court.

“This precautionary suspension is in
no way an implication of guilt on the
part of the suspended employees but to
allow for this investigation to be con-
ducted in an environment which is free
from interference and/or possibility of
evidence being withheld or tampered

PR

Ramaphosa warned to speed up
implementation of Party Funding Bill

APE TOWN — My Vote Counts,
acivil society organisation, has
warned President Cyril
Ramaphosa to speed up the implemen-
tation of the Political Party Funding Bill.

The organisation said it would not
allow the president to continue to delay
the implementation of the law as the
local government polls were around the
comer.

My Vote Counts Spokesperson Sheilan
Clarke said they have been waiting for
a year for Ramaphosa to gazette the law
and implement it. The new law forces
parties to disclose their funders.

Clarke said with next year’s elections
fast approaching, Ramaphosa had to

move fast. She said if the president failed
to act now, they would consider a num-
ber of options, including taking him to
court.

“We vote for the party who will uphold
the constitution and not abuse their pow-
ers. If there is any chance that a party is
being influenced by a wealthy business
person or a foreign entity, we have the
right to know.

"We have the right to protect our state
institutions against the rot of corruption
that has been plaguing South Africa of
late and this is because of the lack of
laws regulating political party funding,”
Clarke said.

Political Bureau

with,” Mulaudzi said.

On Sunday, however, three suspend-
ed leaders served Mulaudzi with a let-
ter of demand in which they wanted to
be reinstated to their jobs.

A letter writien by their attorney -
Mickey Mienyana of Mfenyana Attomeys

Inc - read: “None of our clients were
party to the litigation in which the law
firm (name withheld) is alleged to have
been irregularly appointed. None of the

PSA financial resources were utilised

to the benefit of the law firm by our
clients in the litigation. The law firm
has had no working relationship with
the PSA since 2018 to date. In essence,
the said litigation has nothing whatso-
ever to do with our clients.” She said
the suspension of the three was “incon-
sistent with the principles of natural jus-
tice and as contained in the disciplinary
code of the PSA”.

She gave the PSA until Monday to
reinstate her clients but Mulaudzi reject-
ed theirrequest, saying: “They are free
to go to court and we will defend our
decision there.”

Political Bureau

With or without Zuma and
the Guptas, the State Capture
Commission will go on

APE TOWN - Deputy
‘ Chief Justice Raymond

Zondo on Thursday said
the State Capture commission would
continue with or without another
appearance by former President
Jacob Zuma, or members of the
Gupta family.

“Whether or not the commission
of inquiry into State Capture ends
up hearing from former president
Jacob Zuma or members of the
Gupta family implicated in the evi-
dence of witnesses who have appeared
before it, the show will go on and
it will conclude its work without
their input,” he said.

Zondo was providing the media
with an update on the commission’s
application to the Gauteng High
Court for a finther exten-
sion of’its lifespan,
in Johannesburg,

1 5af g

February,/
with an
application
for extension

Pretoria High Court.
Zondo also said the deadline
for opposing the application had
passed, and to his knowledge, the
court had not received a single one.
If extended, the commission would
continue to hear evidence until year
end; if not granted, the commission
would be unable to make findings.
Since inception in 2018, the com-
mission has heard evidence from
over 150 witnesses, with over 27
000 pages of transcripts filed.
Once Zondo's findings have been
submitted to President Cyril
Ramaphosa, it will be the presi-
dent's prerogative to decide if the
full report is made public or a redact-
ed version is released.
- Zondo said the credibility of the

commission remained intact, with
his legal and investigation teams
working hard. “They are not per-
fect, nobody is perfect, I'm not per-
fect, but they are very dedicated.”

Refusing to be drawn on his views
for the reasons forwarded by for-
mer president Jacob Zuma over his
non-availability to give evidence,
and objecting to a recent applica-
tion to summons him, Zondo said
he was not in a position to com-
ment.

“It would be important for the
commission to get what he knows,
but if ultimately he doesn’t appear,
the commission would wrap-up its
work on the basis of what other wit-
nesses have said.

Last year, Justice Minister Ronald
Lamola said plans to extra-
dite the Gupta broth-
ers were being put

Established in early
2018, the inquiry was ini-

tially meant to last for six months,
as per the recommendations of for-
mer public protector Thuli Madonsela,
but Zondo applied for an extension
of another year.

His motivation at the time, he said,
was based on the scope of the terms
of reference and the issues the com-
mission was tasked with probing.

Since the public hearings began
in August 2018, however, Zondo's
view of the scope of work his team
has to undertake has changed sig-
nificantly.

“Corruption is very deep in our
society, there is a lot of corruption,
even with what the commission has
seen, it is the tip of the iceberg.”

African News Agency

Moja Love forced to halt Mampintsha, Babes Wodumo reality show

OHANNESBURG -

' Controversial couple

Mampintsha and Babes

Wodumo have stopped the airing
of their reality show.

The Ggom musicians approached
the court at the eleventh hour on
Thursday. This forced Moja Love
channel to stop the screening of
the show about the couple's lives.

The reality show called Tmpilo
was supposed to be screened last
night. After posting a video on
social media of the artists involved

in a dispute there was backlash.
Some people accused the show
of promoting violence.

- S . -
STOPPED: Mampintsha and Babes Wodumo.

Mampintsha took to Instagram
to say he has considered concerns
raised. The couple's relationship
has been in the spotlight follow-
ing allegations of abuse.

A video of Mampintsha assault-
ing Babes went viral on social
media last year. She laid an assault
charge against him, but later with-
drew it. eNCA
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APUTO—At least28 peo- |
‘ ple have been killed and |
more than 58 800 affect-

ed in the Iatest floods to hit the dis-

{ aster-prone Mozambique:

| Some 66 people have been injured

’ during the crisis affecting regions still

| recovering from the Cylones Idai and

Kenneth early last year.
The Cabo Delgado, Sofala and Zambezia
provinces are the hardest-hit but Gaza,
Manica, Maputo, Nampula, Niassa
and Tete are also affected.

J More than [0200 houses have been

damaged or destroyed. including 2
589 completely shattered, and at least
47 schools have been affected.
In Zambezia, the province with the
highest number of people affected,
flooding since the beginning of 2020
has damaged infrastructure, destroyed
crops and led to displacement.

30 000 PEOPLE HIT BY FRESH
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currently flooded, less than two months
before the planned harvest.

In Cabo Delgado, the United Nations
for the Coordination of Humanitarian

FLOODS IN MOZAMBIQUE
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Affairs, is concerned the crisis may
heighten the needs of the estimated
60 000 people displaced or affected
by violence in the province since
October 2017. ZimEye

Legislature approves bumper retirement package for Pierre Nkurunziz

VRUNDI-Burund fawmakers
have approved \egistation that
will hand outgoing president,
Pierre Nkurunziza a handsome retire-
ment package that includes a one-time
payment of one billion Burundian fiancs,
(8530 000/ 480 000 euros).

Nkurunziza is set to leave the presi-
dency after the May 2020 elections, and
his ruling CNDD-FDD party will select
its candidate for the polls on Sunday.

The former rebel leader who has led

Burundi sinee 2005, threw the East
Adffrican country into chaos in 2015 when
he ran for a disputed third term that some
called unconstitutionally. He, howev-
er, said he would not run again when
his current term expires this year, despite
anew constitution in 2018, adopted by
referendum, allowing him to do so.

Some of the perks Nkurunziza is set
{o receive when he retires include;

A luxury villa built with public finds
in the location of his choice within five
years. A one-off allocation of one bil-
lion Burundian francs ($530 000)

3

>

lawmaker. The title of ‘supreme leader”’
will also be bestowed upon the 55-year
old leader. Jean Claude Karerwa Ndenzako,
a spokesman for the presidency, tweet-
ed that the Cabinet took the decision to

make President Pierre Nkurunziza
‘Paramount Leader, Champion of
Patriotism and Leadership Core.”

Lofiy titles have been given to Nkunmziza ~ group of politicians does not have the

E | i\ == S = 3
RETIRED: Outgoing President, Pierre Nkurunziza.

The legislation, adopted with 98 votes
forand two against, differentiates between
former heads of state elected via uni-
versal suffrage — of which Nkurunziza
is the only candidate — and those who
came to power via peace deal or mili-
tary coup. “A president who came to

power via the simple consensus of a

GRACE MUGABE ACCUSED OF ILLE-

GALLY ACQUIRING LAND

ARARE - Former

Zimbabwean First Lady

Grace Mugabe is among at
least 132 people accused of alleged-
ly dealing illegally in state land.

An audit report into sales of state

land in Harare, which was con-
ducted by a commission of inquiry
led by Supreme Court judge Tendai
Uchena, recommended that former
President Robert Mugabe's wife
Grace be prosecuted along with
many others.
The inquiry investigated the acqui-
sition and sale of state land in the
city and other urban areas since
2005. Other prominent figures rec-
ommended for investigation include
former local government minister
Ignatius Chombo, secretary in the
same ministry George Mlilo, for-
mer minister Nyasha Chikwinya,
businessman and president of the
Confederation of Southern African

Football Associations Philip
Chiyangwa and former legislator
Shadreck Mashayamombe.
Zimbabwe Anti-Corruption
Commission (ZACC) Chairperson
Loice Matanda-Moyo said on
Thursday that the commission had
received a copy of the audit report
and that investigations would start
soon.
"We hope investigations will start
on Monday after we have agreed
on the cases that ZACC and the
police will be investigating," she
said.
The former First Lady is accused
of grabbing stands at a farm north
of the city and transferring owner-
ship into names of her relatives with-
out payment. She said all stands
improperly acquired by Mugabe,
Chombo and some local govern-
ment officials at the farm must be
recovered. AFP

Banker linked to Isabel dos
Santos found dead in Lisbon

ISBON - Angola's bil-
Llionaire Isabel dos Santos
and the daughter of for-
mer President of Angola Jose
Eduardo dos Santos has been
charged with money: launder-
ing and fraud as one of the five
suspects in the case was found
dead.
An international arrest war-
rant could be issued for Dos
Santos as officials in the capi-
tal, Luanda, move to try and
bring her home to face trial for
allegedly looting the country's
coffers. Angolan prosecutors
launched a bid today to have
the billionairess and other sus-
pects return home for ques-
tioning, One of five named sus-
pects, Nuno Ribeiro da Cunha,
a Portuguese banker identified
at the weekend in the 'Luanda
Leaks', has been found dead in
Lisbon, police in the country
said.

oil firm to build her personal
fortune, estimated at $2.1 bil-
lion.

Dos Santos is said to have got
access to deals involving dia-
monds, oil and telecoms when
her father was president.

The 46-year-old, who was bom
in Baku, Azerbaijan, has lived
outside Angola since her father
ended his 38-year rule in 2017
and is now believed to mostly
spend time in London, Lisbon
and Dubai. Dubbed Affica's
richest woman and known as
'the princess', Dos Santos is
accused of using her father's
backing to plunder state money
from the oil-rich but poor south-
ern African country and mov-
ing the money abroad with the
help of Western firms.

Investigations into Dos Santos's
18-month tenure as Sonangol
head from June 2016 were opened
after her successor Carlos

Benefits equivalent to those of aserv-  before. In 2018 the ruling party called  same regard as one who was democra- Documents leaked this week  Saturnino raised the alarm about
ing vice-president for seven years afier  him “the eternal supreme guide,” a  tically elected,” Justice Minister Aimee- alleged that Dos Santos, plun- ‘irregular money transfers' and
he steps down description mocked by some of the pres- ~ Laurentine Kanyana told the national dered Angola's funds during her  other dodgy procedures.
A lifetime salary equal to that of a  ident’s critics. assembly. AFP stewardship of the state-owned ~ News24
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mg— eria remands ex-minister in ~ Fresh dlashes in key G Africa Scientists ate voice of Ancient Baby still missing as woman, 18, appears
: Gl seanits Republic town Egyptian priest in court onﬂadnappmg't:ha'rgfa‘pea

~ cuskody over oil scandal

CAIRO - Two armed groups who last year

CAIRO-A mummified Ancient Egyptian priest

JOHANNESBURG-Two-month-old Kwahlelo

aformer justice minister accused of corruption
i custody pending a bail hearing Mohammed

- who appeared in the high court in the
on's capital Abuja has been charged overa
$1.3 billion dsilar oil scandal mvolving intemational
majors Shell and Eni. Adoke was arrested last
month on arrival from the United Arab Emirates
where he had been detained on a Nigerian
warrant in connection with one of the West

African state's bigga‘;t-evercormpﬁon scandals.”
AFP

joined an agreement aimed at bringing peace
to the Central African Republic have clashed
ina key northeastemn town, the UN said."The
Deputy Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary General, Denise Brown, has
gone to the area to assess the situation,” the
Spokesperson for the UN peacekeeping mission
Minusca, Vladimir Monteiro, told AFP.The
fighting broke out on Monday in Birao, a trading
town located near the Sudan berder, and continued
on Tuesday.DPA

has "spoken'" from beyond the grave thanks to
scientists who were able to recreate his
voice.Nesyamun worked as a priest and scribe
during the politically volatile reign of pharaoh
Ramses XI.
He has lay silent for 3.000 years, but researchers
have now shed light on what he may have
sout:}dcd lik:j:. Experts created a 3-D printed
version of his vocal tract after the mummy’s
remains were given a CT scan,
The Standard

Tiwane, who was snatched in Cape Town, has
yet to be found as his alleged kidnapper made
her second appearance in court. :
Karal_ao Vivian Tau, 18, applied for bail in the
Bellville Magistrate's Court, confirmed Regional
Na}tional Prosecuting Authority Spokesperson
Eric Ntabaza]i}a.He said Tau, who faces a charge
of kidnapping, would remain in custody until
hernext appearance on Monday as her application
was postponed.

The Standard
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HARRY, MEGHAN'S ATTEMPT
TO TRADEMARK SUSSEX

ORONTO-Harry and
T Meghan’s attempt to trade-

mark their Sussex Royal brand
has been blocked after a complaint
from a man in Australia.

The pair are keen to use the name to
launch their foundation and make
money from branded goods includ-
ing hoodies and postcards. The Queen
has yet to decide whether they can still
use the “royal” part of their name -
which could be worth billions. And
now they face a legal battle after an
Aussie doctor launched a legal oppo-
sition to the trademark. Documents at
the Government’s Intellectual Property
Office show that a formal ‘notice of
threatened opposition’ has been reg-
istered, this week. The notice was sent
on Tuesday and means Harry and
Meghan could have to shell out in

lawyers fees and other costs to get the
right to use the name in the UK. Afier
registering a trademark, there is a peri-
odof “opposition’, when anyone against
1is use is first allowed to make this
known and has the effect of extend-
ing the time before the trademark can
be used. 1t gives opponents the time
1 mounta case agamst its use, although

ROYAL NAME BLOCKED

NO WAYS: Harry and Meghan.

they may decide not to object.

The period of opposition for Harry
and Meghan’s application was due to
end on February 20, but that period is

now extended until at least March 20.
The opposition was filed by Benjamin
Worcester of Victoria, Australia, who
is believed to have worked as a doc-
tor in the NHS in London from 2011
to 2014 and studied medicine at
University College London. It is not
known why he filed the opposition.
Lee Curtis, a chartered trademark attor-
ney and parmer at specialist law firm

HGF, said “Filing a notice of threat-
ened opposition is relatively easy and
can be done online for free. “The fil-
ing of a formal notice of opposition is
much more involyed. “Right now, the
threatened opposition delays the progress
of the Sussex Royal application by at
least one month, but ifa formal oppo-
sition is ultimately mounted, this will
mnvolve the payment of an opposition
fee, the drafting of formal grounds of
opposition and the filing of evidence
and legal submissions in support of
the opposition. The Sun

Julian Assange's lawyers demand more time |

ONDON -Julian Assange's

l lawyer today complained

about lack of access to the
Wikileaks founder at the maximum-
security Belmarsh Prison.

The 48-year-old is wanted in the
US for allegedly conspiring with
army intelligence analyst Chelsea
Manning to expose military secrets
between January and May 2010.

Assange appeared via videolink
at Westminster Magistrates' Court
yesterday wearing a black suit, defi-
antly saluting his supporters by rais-
ing his fist above his head.

It also emerged that the hearing to

decide whether Assange canbe extra-

dited from Britain to the US will be

not finishing until June.

The Australian is being held at the J

maximum-security jail in

Thamesmead, South East London |

and was transported from his cell
early this moming.

Edward Fitzgerald QC, for Assange,
said instructing solicitors had con-
tinued to work 'night and day' over
Christmas.

But he added: “We've had great
difficulties in getting into Belmarsh
to take instructions from Mr Assange
and to discuss the evidence with

‘him.”

Mr Fitzgerald continued: “We sim-
ply cannot get in as we require to
see Mr Assange and to take his
instruction.”” News24

f

"You can't trust this President'

ASHINGTON - House
impeachment managers
continued their hours-

long arguments for removing President
Donald Trump on Thursday, with
no indication that they have moved
any Republicans to their side.

Two-thirds of the 100-member
chamber are required to agree to
remove a president from office. The

Senate is controlled by Trump's

Republican party, meaning the most

likely outcome is acquittal.

House Impeachment Manager
Jerry Nadler began on Thursday by
laying out a constitutional argument
that proving Trump committed a
specific crime is not the only basis
for him to be impeached.

Impeachment can alsa be used for
presidents who "act as if they are
above the law" Nadler argued, con-
tradicting the White House's claim
that a criminal act is required.

Democrats say Trump's removal
is necessary to protect the country's
democracy, while Republicans have
blasted the move as a partisan attempt
to undermine the November pres-
idential elections.

"We have an election in nine months
where the American people can

Judge President Trump themselves,"
Senator Bill Cassidy said Thursday
on Fox News.

The impeachment managers are
now two-thirds of the way through
their arguments for removing Trump

and were expected to conclude yes-

terday.

Democrats hope they can con-
vince at least four Republican sen-
ators to switch sides in order to gar-
ner a majority to vote in favour of
introducing new witnesses and other
evidence to the trial.

The vote on witnesses is likely to
take place next week, in line with
trial rules.

While Democrats say the current
evidence is already "overwhelm-
ing," they also say key White House
officials - including former nation-

al security advisor John Bolton -
could provide valuable testimony
on Trump's actions nvolving Ukraine.

The Democrat-appointed impeach-
ment managers argue that Trump
abused his power by withholding
a White House meeting and near-

ly 400m Dollars in military aid in

a bid to pressure Kiev into investi-
gating his political rival, Joe Biden.

Trump then used his presidential

powers to cover up his wrongdo-
ing by blocking lawmakers' access
to key documents and witnesses,
Democrats say. "You know you
can't trust this president to do what's
right for this country. You can trust
he will do what's right for Donald
Trump," Adam Schiff, the lead
impeachment manager, said Thursday.

"Ifyou find him guilty, you must
find that he should be removed.
Because [what is] right matters and
the truth matters, otherwise we are
lost," Schiff added. AP

Put refugees ahead of climate change discussions

AVOS-The plight of refugees
across the world is often swept
under the carpet as global
focus is diverted to other international
challenges, particularly climate change.
This is according to the winner of the
2017 International Children’s Peace
Prize, 19-year-old Mohamad Al Jounde,
who was speaking at this year's World
Economic Forum (WEF) meeting in
Davos, Switzerland.
“Of course we have been discussing
a lot about climate change, it is such
a crucial issue nowadays especially
in the World Economic Forum. [The
WEF] has a lot of emphasis on it. As
a refugee, there is a really important
issue when we work with climate

change, which is that I cannot demand
refugees to care about climate change
— they have to get education first,”
said the former Syrian refugee, who
also won MTV’s Generation Change
Award in 2018.

“It is concerning that all the empha-
sis is on climate change — from busi-
ness to government— people are for-
getting refugees in the sense that they
are forgetting the struggles that refugees
face like finding education, like find-
ing work. You cannot solve climate
change if you can’t solve those prob-
lems first because refugees make a
huge part of the population around

Mohamad is one of the teenage "change-
makers'" making waves at Davos 2020.
According to the WEF, Mohamad
grew up in Syria but fled to Lebanon
when life became too dangerous at
home. Like thousands of other refugee
children in the country, he couldn’t
£o to school, so he set out to support
children in the same situation. Together
with his family, then 12-year-old
Mohamad built a school ina refugee
camp where 200 children now access
their right to an education.

Mohamad, who has now moved to
Sweden, helps children to heal, learn
and have fun with games and pho-

split into two, with the second half

us bo llmlt visas for pregnant women

Washington - US President Donald Trump
opened a new front in his battle against
immigration on Thursday, barring the issuing
of visas to pregnant women seeking to enter
the United States for so-called "birth tourism".
Inannouncing the move, which took effecton
Fnday the White House said foreigners were
using the visas "to secure automatic and
permanent American citizenship for their
children by giving birth on American soil"."

AFP

Queen, pulls out of her annual visit

LONDON - The Queen has pulled out of her
annual visit to the branch of the Women's
Institute in Norfolk yesterday because she 'is
not feeling up to it."Her Majesty was unable
to attend the meeting, which she goes to every
year at West Newton village hall, as part of
her winter stay at Sandringham.The indefatigable
93-year-old monarch joins the WI ladies for
tea and cake, then listens to a speech, which
was made this year by BBC Newsreader Huw
Edwards.

. BRIEFS e

'Doomsday Clock' closest to midnight

WASHINGTON - The keepers of the Doomsday
Clock moved the symbolic countdown to global
disaster to the closest point to midnight in its
73-year history, citing “existential danger”
from nuclear war and climate change.The
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, which was
founded after the creation of the atomic bomb

in World War II and focuses on the greatest -

threats to human survival, said it moved the
clock from two minutes to midnight to 100
seconds to midnight - a 20-second advance.
DPA

the world and we could lift themup  tography.
to a certain socio-economic level ...”  Afirican News Agency
Transgender soldler foroed to Ieave

SEOUL - South Korea's first known transgender
soldier pleaded to be allowed to continue
serving after the military decided to discharge
her for undergoing gender reassignment surgery It
was the first time in South Korea that an active-
duty member has been referred to a military
panel to determine whether to end his or her
service due to a sex reassignment operation.South
Korea prohibits transgender people from joining
the military but has no specific laws on what
to do with those who have sex reassignment
operations during their time in service.DPA
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Clients are advised to please check their
adverts on the first publication day, for
we will not be held responsible for any
errors after the first day of publication. If
it happens that you note any errors,
please call 2404 3807 / 8671 immediately
and it will be corrected as soon as
possible. Failure to adhere to these
terms, we assume no financial
responsibility Thanking you in advance
for we assure satisfactory services.
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Sonile Olga
Vilakati

| Friends and

Relatives of SONILE
| DLGA VILAKATI are
informed that she
has joined the
Heavenly Kingdom.
May the following
families be
particularly be
informed: baka
Mavimbela, baka

|

1
!

Magagula nebaka
Vilakati. She will be
buried

Sigcineni/Enceka on
the 25/02/2020

| (Saturday) after a

|

\l night vigil on Eriday.

/ ,: Announcement by
f,h:ssonPhrﬂer v [kalekelela

| | Vilakati on behalf of ‘1

! the family.

J‘

R/N 173648 Dx24/01/20
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OUR CONDOLENCESTO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE LOST
THEIR LOVED ONES

Grace Ntombie
Langwenya ula Diamini

Betty Christinah
Masilela

Vinah Siphitsi
Mamba

Ntombikayise Josephine
Dlamini (la Nkambule)

Fana Samson
Ngengelenkenke Dlamini

Khangezile Sylvia
Simelane

Nelisiwe Nonhlanhla
Simelane

Kwatiswa baka
Sihlongonyane
eMbekelweni
nebaka Dlamini
eTinyonini
emangcongeco  kutsi
Grace Ntombie
Langwenya ula
Diamini akasekho
emhlabeni.l
memorial service
inga lesihlanu
mhlaka 24/01/2020
nga 2pm esontfweni
ekuthuleni
eMbekelweni
(eWeseli) bese
kuyalindzelwa

Kwatiswa tihlobo
nemndeni wa Betty
Christinah Masilela
kutsi akasekho
emhlabeni.Ufihlwa
ekhakhakhe ka
Lomahasha
embokojweni
ngemgcibelo emva
kwemlindzelo
ngalesihlanu.Simem
etelo sikhishwa ngu
Rachel Mkhabela
sikoniwakhe.

/ntsambama

ekhaya.lnkonzo
| yekumungcwaba
\'\ca\a nga 04:30
| ekuseni ekhaya
Simemetelo
i sikhishwa ngu AS

Langwenya babetala

1
! wakhe.
i 1

\

aba Nonhlanhla
Catherine

\ Relatives and friends

of Kaba Nonhlanhla
Catherlne are

I notified of her

| demise.

Memorial
serwce will be held at
Edwaienl High School
at 2:00pm on Friday
.She will be laid to

|| restonSaturday 25th

of January 2020 at

|l her matrimonial

home in Mahlalini.

|| Announcement by
|| her husband Xaba
| Themba on behalf of
|| thefamily.

Relatives and friends
of Vinah Siphitsi
Mamba an ex
Employee of Good
Sherpard Mission
Hospital are notified
of her sudden death.
She will be laid to rest
on Saturday morning
25 January 2020 after
a night vigil at
Sithobelweni.(Emkh
ats i n i)

Announcement by
herfamily.

Simphiwe Nonhlanhia
Tiwala

Kwatiswa tihlobo
nemndei nebangani
ba Simphiwe
Nonhlanhla Tfwala
kutsi akasekho
emhlabeni,
Utawufihlwa
ngelisontfo mhlaka
26 Jan 2020 ekhaya
kubo kaBhekinkhosi
e k u s e n i
emvakwemlindzelo.K
ucelwa belibandla
lakhe batochuba
umsebenti.
Simemetelo
sikhishwa ngu
Lobamba Tfwala
egamenilemndeni.

Kwatiswa tihlobo
nebangani ba
Ntombikayise
Josephine Dlamini (la
Nkambule) kutsi
akasekho embhlabeni
.Kwatiswa bakubo ka
Nkambule nebe
khabonina ka
Magagula.
Umlindzelo unga
lesihlanu mhlaka
24/01/2020
angcwatjwe
ngemgcibelo
25/01/2020 ekhaya
kakhe ku Mpaka.
Simemetelo
sikhishwa ngumyeni
wakhe Reverend
Msombuluko

Monday Dlamini.

Kwatiswa tihlobo
nebangani ba Fana
S a m s o n
Ngengelenkenke
Dlamini kutsi
akasekho emhlabeni.
Utawufihlwa
ngemgcibelo ekhaya
lakhe e Luve
elLutfotja. Kwatiswa
baka Ndwandwe ka
Bhenkosi,baka
Ndwandwe
eMdumezulu, baka
Malambe e

ekhakhakhe nema
L angen.
ekutsimuleni.Simem
etelo sikhishwa
ngumnakabo Tili
Dilika Dlamini.

10B
13:15

Though He
slay me,
yet will | hope
in him;

1 will surely

defend rﬁy ways to
his face.

The LORD is close to the
broken-hearted; He
rescues those whose
spirits are crushed.

It's almost unbearable

when so much hope tirns
in deep sorrow wishing
you much strength

Kwatiswa tihlobo
nebangani ba
Khangezile Sylvia
Simelane kutsi
sosishiyile
emhlabeni.
Utawufihlwa ekhaya
kubo Elulakeni
(Kamngayi),
umlindzelo
ungalesihlanu
24/01/2020 afihlwe
ngegcibelo ekuseni
(25/01/2020).
Simemetelo
sikhishwa
ngumndeniwakhe.

Kwatiswa tihlobo
nemndeni nebangani
ba Nelisiwe
Nonhlanhla
Simelane lobekatiwa
nge kutsi ngu Kappa,
kutsi sewusishiyile
emhlabeni,
umlindzelo
ungalesihlanu,
ufihlwa ngemgcibelo
ekhaya kamKhoki
eSiphofaneni,
simemetelo
sikhishwa ngu Make
wakhe lomkhulu
Phumzile Gwebu
egamenilemndeni.

Our

Deepest

GCondolences
Death is only a bridge

towards eternal life
with God. Certainly
Heaven is rejoicing
for another soul has

finally reached

his true home.

Welcome to the most trusted funeral service provider in Eswatini.
Serving dll families with dignity, honour and respect

Our Services:
- State of the Art Mortuary
- Dignified Funeral Procession
- Cremation

- Body Repatriation

- Flower Arrangements
- in-house Chapel
- Tombstones
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ONDON - Conor
MeGregor's conversation
with Donald Cerrone's grand-

mother has been revealed after a
touching embrace between the pair
went viral following the Irishman's
triumphant return to the octagon.
The UFC star returned after 15
months out of action in emphatic
style as he brutally knocked out vet-
eran Cerrone inside the first 40 sec-
onds of the fight in Las Vegas last
weekend.

And fans have been given an insight
into the immediate aftermath of the
contest with behind-the-scenes
footage from inside the octagon.

The video, titled UFC 246: The
Thrilland Agony' shows the imme-
diate reaction of the respective fight-
er's corners, with McGregor's camp
in jubilation while Cerrone's team
are sat dumbstruck by the brutal
manner of their fighter's defeat.

UFC President Dana White mouths
‘holy prase*®s giiort affer watching
his prized asset demolish Cowboy

RESPECT: Conor McGregor

HAVE SO MUCH RESPECT FOR YOU

I'm serious.” i

White then enters the dressing
room to congratulate the former
lightweightand featherweight cham-
pion.

“You won't hear aword out of me
about not fighting at 170 pounds
again. Now I'l shut up!' The McGregor
team then exclaim 'The King is
back!" before drinking the Irishman's
Proper 12 whiskey.

Given the nature of McGregor's
win, fans are growing excited as to
who the Notorious will fight next.
A rematch with arch nemesis Khabib
Nurmagomedov has been mooted,
with White seemingly keen on that
match up. Should McGregor wish
to continue fighting in the welter-
weight division, a showdown with
Jorge Masvidal would be extreme-

at the T Mobile Arena. McGregor
goes to console his opponent and
says: “I love you Donald. Those
shoulder shots broke it [his nose]
eh?”

Shortly after his interview with

Joe Rogan inside the octagon
McGregor goes to hug Cerrone's
grandmother, Jerry.

He says: “I have respect for you,
so much respect for you. You raised
ahell of a boy. You should be proud,

2

ly popular among fans, with the 34-
year-old holding the 'Baddest M***%*
FeR title after beating Nate Diaz.
A trilogy fight with Diaz is also an
option for McGregor.

Daily Mail

Khabib o

AS VEGAS - Khabib Nur-
magomedov has agreed to
box Floyd Mayweather - but
only if the ring legend competes in
one round of MMA.
Nurmagomedov was called out by
the retired 42 -year-old boxing leg-
end affer a mocked up poster of the

Pair was posted online.

Mayweather also appeared to con-
firm his interest in a rematch with

Conor McGregor. who he beatina
2017 money-spinning boxing bout.

Nurmagomedoy has his own busi-
ness to settle with The Notorious,
but only after he defends his UFC
lightweight title against Tony Ferguson
in April.

But the Russian’s father Abdulmanap
threw a spanner in the works as he
claimed the unbeaten Russian could
fight Mayweather after Ferguson -
in a modified fight with 11 rounds

August, when

TLAN - Romela Lukaku
has revealed how Antonio
Conte gave him a dressing-
down in front of the whole Inter Milan
team after he played poorly in their
Champions League home draw with
Slavia Prague earlier this season.
The Belgian striker had only been at
the club for just over a month, having
signed from Manchester United in

of boxing and one round of MMA.

Nurmagomedov will also seek the
training of Vasiliy Lomachenko’s
dad and trainer Anatoly as well as
heavvweight icon Mike Tyson.

Abdulmanap told TACC:
"Mayweather has statistics on fights
of 50 wins and zero losses, he is the

greatest in boxing,

“He wants to fight with the same
champion who did not lose a single
fight, Khabib, everything is fine, but

_now we have Tony Ferguson on the
line.

“We said a long time ago: let us
finish with Tony, after that we will
work with the team of Ukrainian
boxer Vasily Lomachenko for six
months, then there will be a boxing
fight.

“We offer any day anywhere, with

only one condition - 11 rounds in
boxing and one in mixed martial

Slavia Prague were denied a famous
victory at the San Siro when Nicolo
Barellanetted in the dying embers of

the match to secure a point for Conte's
men. Lukaku had played the full 90
minutes, but Inter boss Conte was left
incensed by his performance, and did-
n't hold back in making his feelings
known.
“The manager, he tells it straight to

he was on the wrong  yourface if you're doing well or wrong,”

end of a tongue-lashing from Conte.  Lukaku told Sky Sports.
Peter Olayinka looked to have scored “Tremember one of my first Champions
the winner justafter the hourmark but  League games against Slavia Prague
e 3

arts. “We will stand 11 rounds against
the best boxer, so why not go one
round according to the rules of MMA

F &=

ers to fight Floyd Mayweather

after Tony."
The Sun

when 1 played really bad - like I was
trash that day - and I really got it from
him in front of the whole team.

“It had never really happened to me
[in my career]. It had never happened.

“He was telling me that [ was real- | i
ly trash and that he would take me off |
gﬁer five minutes if T would have done
it again.

“He just gave me that - he stepped
on my confidence but it woke me up
at the same time. He does it to every-
body, it doesn't matter who you are. |
Everybody is equal.” Daily Muil

with us? But all things will happen

| concems, the Rossoneri _—
! could be offloading

| a replace-

" the USA due to his father, is

ONDON - Premiership Rugby Chlefs
could facea grilling from MPs over their
handling of the Saracens salary cap cri-
sis later this year amid growing concerns about
rt’s governance.
th’?"ﬁg%igitil, Culture, Media and Sport Select
Committee want to summon PRL officials toa
hearing when they reconvenc 1n the spring,
which could bring more embarrassmf:'nt for the
heleaguered organisation whose dominant L:lub
were sensationally kicked out of the top flight
heir rivals last week.
b)(()i]anomer dramatic day which saw PRL belat-
edly publish a redacted report into Saracens’
multiple salary cap breaches, Damian Collins

MP, who is seeking re-election as chairman of

the DCMS Select Committee next week, tpid

Sportsmail: “It’s a real mess and is something

I’m sure the committee will want to look at.

The 103-page report, which has been locked
away at Twickenham since November, made
excruciating reading for Saracens, who are con-
demned for a ‘continuing, flagrant and reckless
failure’ to comply with the Premiership’s salary
cap by a three-man independent panel.

The report details a series of breaches such as
illicit payments to England stars Marg Itoje,
Billy and Mako Vunipola and Richard
Wigglesworth, whose names have been redact-
ed. Intriguingly there is no mention of Owen
Farrell despite his business venture with Saracens
owner Nigel Wray, Faz Investments Limited.

His absence from the report is believed to be
because his status as amarquee player puts him
outside salary cap restrictions.

Wray issued a grovelling apology to Saracens
on Thursday night and PRL could soon be in
the dock themselves as many questions remain
unanswered, not least the process which has led
to the champions accepting they will be rele-
gated before completing their fixtures this sea-
son.

Collins added: “It raises serious issues about
govemnance in rugby. Saracens have been called
out and punished, but why was it allowed to
come to this?

“And who has determined the punishment—
PRL or the clubs? These are issues the com-
mittee would like to get to the bottom of.”

Sports Mail

AC Milan keen to raid
England's lower leagues
TLAN - AC Milan keen to raid
MEngland‘s lower leagues for a full-
back as Serie A giants eye sensational

swoop for Wigan youngster Antonee Robinson.
Due to Financial Fair Play

lefi-back Ricardo £
Rodriguez to
Fenerbahce
and chasing

ment.

A n d|
Wigan's for- |
mer Everton
full-back
Antonee
Robinson, who \_
was born in Milton 4
Keynes but plays for

on their radar.
The 22-year-old only joined Wigan in the sum-

~mer after his contract expired at the Premier

League club.

_ Milan spotted Robinson ina sweep of emerg-
Ing talent and think he has the talent to play for
their side in the Italian elite,

Milan have also identified Nottingham Forest's
Matt Cash as a target, having also looked at
Derby's Jayden Bogle.

Daily Mail
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REVEALS Vnce McMahon

ONDON - Kurt Angle went into
Lthe WWE Hall of Fame in2017

as one of the most popular wrestlers
of'his generation.

But it wasn’t always like that. For
much of his in-ring career, the American
Hero was a heel.

He was jeered so much that his entrance
music became famous for the *YOU
SUCK!” chants worked into it by every
live crowd.

When Angle debuted in WWF two
vears after winning Olympic gold, fans

sl booed him becanse he was yet to
prove himself to them inside the squared

criele.

JOHANNESBURG - The worst-
kept secret in the Springbok rugby
was confirmed on Friday when
Jacques Nienaber was named

head coach. Erasmus the captain. Melntosh (33%); Kitch

Nienaber replaces Rassie Erasnus, When Erasmus became coach  Christie (100%), Andre
who stepped down as national  of the Free State Cheetahs, he  Markgraaff (61%), Carel
coach after South Africa’s Rugby  appointed Nienaber as strength  du Plessis (37%), Nick

World Cup triumph to focus
instead on his director of rugby
position.

Nienaber had been the team’s
defensive coach for the past two
seasons under Erasmus. Erasmus
and Nienaber have a long histo-
ry, having first met in the army

ONDON -Chris

and conditioning coach, with the
latter later shifting his focus to
the team’s defensive structures.

Nienaber followed Erasmus to

ANGLE REVEAI.S WHAT MCMAHON TOLD
HIM WHEN HE DEBUTED IN 1998

Plus, previous reports that he saw
professional wrestling as “beneath him’
didn’t help and thus begun a long run

as a heel.

Speaking ahead of WWE's move to
BT Sport, Angle opened up about the
reaction to his debut and what Vince
McMahon told him when he first arrived

in the company.

“I didn’t mind [the boos]. I didn’t
know, but Vince knew that the fans
wouldn’t accept me,” he exclusively

told GIVEMESPORT.

“He told me they're a very harsh group
of fans and you have to prove yourself
to them and as a professional wrestler,

readmission in 1992.

The 13 previous coaches
were (with victory %o): John
Williams (20%), lan

BOLD Kurt Angle

[ hadn’t done that yet.”

“You want the fans to either cheer you
orboo you. If they do nothing they don’t
care about you. It was good I started as
a heel and spent most of my career as
one. I enjoyed it.”

Of course, during his career, Angle
had plenty of face turns too and he
mentioned how much easier life is when

the WWE fans respect you.

“Being a face is always good. Your
popularity rises, you make more money,
sell more merchandise. Being a face is
always a better pick but I enjoyed both
of them.”

DPA

Nienaber named new Springbok coach &=

before crossing paths at the
University of the Free State’s
Shimlas team where Nienaber
was the physiotherapist and

Mallett (71%), Harry {55 S

Viljoen (53%), Rudolf
Straeuli (52%), Jake White
(67%), Peter de Villiers

the Stormers and also to Munster  (62%), Heyneke Meyer (67%0),
in Ireland, before starting at the  Allister Coetzee (47%) and
Springboks in 2018. Nienaberis ~ Rassie Erasmus (65%).

the 14th Springbok coach since  Sports24

Chns Eubank Jr has thousands of pounds of belongmgs

FEubank Ir has had
A his hexurious Brighton
mansion broken into 18 months
affer inviting eriminals to try
and get past his nine CCTV
cameras and home security
system.

Eubank Jr, 30, warned any
potential burglars that target-
ing his mansion would be
unwise and made a subtle
threat he would use a base-
ball bat to stop them in a video
back in2018.

However. the boxer revealed
that his mansion was burgled

ing seven pairs of Louboutin

HOUSE: Eubank Jr .'et MTV Cribs into his house last year and

showed off his shoe collection.
Eubank Jr posted videos of
the mess leftover in his man-

Senior, said that the two men,
who were seen roaming around

the carly | fThursday  shoesand his boxing gloves, ) _ _ ‘
:'?lnn(;lﬁ: :ﬁ;?\:::x?mmg hom?e after they failed tospotadia- ~ sion on social media and  his house on CCTV footage,
{0 find it had been ransacked.  mond-encrusted watch hid- showed that the thieves had  also left behind a Dolce &
The middleweight boxer den inside a jacket which he  gained access by smashing ~ Gabanna jacket worth £2 000
mocked the ‘little rats’ who  claimed is worth *100 times”  through his back w1rt3c}0w ~and an lPa(iigaegougst qmcr
more than anything else they Eubank, the son of former  expensive, p possessions.

ol g dads ot PO stole. world champion boxer Chris ~ DPA

worth of belongings, includ-

Pieters takes early lead

UBAI — Belgian Thomas
Pieters carded a five-under-

par 67 in difficult condi-

tions to open up a one-shot lead

after the opening round of the Dubai
Desert Classic.

Narrowed fairways and extreme-

ly fast greens combined with blus-

tery conditions meant only 29 play-
ers finished under par at Emirates
Golf Club.

Starting on the back nine, Pieters

dropped three shots on his 10th
and 11th holes butrecovered with
three straight birdies to finish one-

shot clear of American David
Lipsky.

“T’ve been working on my putting
real hard and [ just hope to see
some progress,” he said. “There
was nothing easy about today, but

at Dubai Desert Classic

[ found 14 greens, which is always
nice in these kind of conditions.
“You don’t know what to expect
(at the start of the season), even
though you’ve put the work in.
That competitive mind-set some-
times takes a while to kick in. But
today was, I think, one of my bet-

ter rounds of the year.”

Mixed
Early starter Lipsky mixed five

birdies with a sole bogey, while
defending champion Bryson
DeChambeau was in a group at
two-under.

After lifting his 25th European
Tour title in Abu Dhabi last week-
end, England’s Lee Westwood had
a day to forget as he finished with
a disappointing round of 78.

Reuters '

Conor McGregor handed £50k

‘Performance of the Night’ bonus

ONDON - Conor McGregor
was awarded a £50,000

bonus by UFC President

Dana White after the “Notorious’

defeated Donald Cerrone in his

return to the Octagon.

The former two-weight champi-
on dismantled his oppenent in just
40 seconds in his first bout since
October 2018.

And after his stunning comeback,
MecGregor was selected as one of
five fighters to receive a perfor-
mance of the night bonus.

The outspoken Irishman was pic-
tured being handed the money in
person by White on Instagram, with
the two sharing a drink following

the 31-year-old’s demolition of

Cerrone in Las Vegas.

UFC Chief White was snapped
taking out the hefty stack of notes
and giving it to McGregor.

McGregor’s base fee for over-
coming the 51-fight veteran at UFC
246 is reportedly US$3million,
although the star claimed that he
expects to walk away with USS80mil-
lion instead after his first victory
in three years. The returning

McGregor was found in devastat-
ing form from the very first bell
and sealed an early finish against
Cerrone.

The heavy favourite shattered the
American’s nose within the open-
ing few seconds of the welterweight
showdown, and then landed an
inch-perfect head kick square on
the jaw of Cerrone.

McGregor ensured victory after

a flurry of punches prompted an
early stoppage, which fuelled spec-
ulation surrounding a potential
highly-anticipated bout with BMF
title holder Jorge Masvidal.

The Irish fighter has made his
desire clear for a trilogy scrap with
Nate Diaz, with the pair sharing
unfinished business after claiming
a victory apiece.

Drew Dober was also arecipicnt
of a performance bonus after his
win against Nasrat Hagparast, and
Diego Ferreira was rewarded after
submitting Anthony Pettis.

Brian Kelleher and Alekei Oleinik
were the other fighters who saw
their paychecks boosted.

Sports Mail



I ONDON - Former Liverpool
star Jason McAteer has sug-
gested he wouldn’t be sur-

prised if Jurgen Klopp decides to walk

away from the club in the next 18

months.

The Reds boss penned a contract
extension that runs until 2024 in
December, with the club appearing
destined to lift the Premier League
trophy at the end of this season.

But despite the top flight giants’ suc-
cess, McAteer sensationally claimed

Klopp could step away sooner than

expected because of the day-to-day

demands of the role.

After Liverpool’s hard-fought vic-
tory against Wolves on Thursday, the
runaway table toppers can clinch the
league title with just nine more wins.

But Klopp was hesitant to be drawn
into questions focused on how close

just think there’s bumout.
“The passion he puts
into it, the effort he puts
into it, it’s all the time.
“T’ve been on tour with
them before, he can’t
move. He can’t go out
the hotel, he’s meet-
ing potential partners,
he’s going to dinners,
they’re putting things _~.
on, it’s constant.”
Daily Mail

his side are to glory, and McAteer
even believes that the pressure of
aftempting to deliver for an expectant
fan base could see the German depart
in the summer 0f2021. The ex-mid-
fielder told beIN Sports: “He has a
team around him, Melwood is locked
down, you can’t get into it. It’s the
hub. “No [I wouldn’t be surprised if
he walks away]. It wouldn’t surprise
me, it wouldn’t surprise me at all. 1

ONDON - Manchester
l United sent their players
on a spa day at a luxury
resort on Thursday — the mom-
ing after they were booed off the
pitch at Old Trafford.
The United squad turned up at
The Mere Golf Resort & Spa in
the wake of Wednesday night’s
dire 2-0 defeat to Burnley that saw
angry fans also turn onthe club’s
‘merarchy.
s the same exchasive Cheshire
Tereat where 272 Instagram mod-
els stayed earlier this month before
allegedly joining Manchester City
players in a ‘Bunga Bunga style’
. party.

United are understood to have
booked their team’s warm-down
session before the Burnley game
and decided to stick to their plans
despite one of their worst perfor-
mances in recent years.

Some fans will be shocked to
learn that the players were being

TREATED

pampered afier suffering their third
defeat in four league games and
losing at home to Burnley for the
first time in more than halfa cen-

NITED FLOPS

tury. United are also setto goon by Nemanja Matic, before cap-  abehind-closed-doors game against
awarm-weather trainingcamp in  tain Harry Maguire and the rest  Liverpool Under-21s at Carrington.
Marbella during the winter break  of the team went in. Daily Mail

SPA DAY

next month.

Assistant manager Michael Carrick
was first into the spa at 10.40am
on Thursday — closely followed

The players not involved on
Wednesday night — including
Eric Bailly, Angel Gomes, Tahith
Chong and James Garner — had

‘Inter Milan schedule medical for Eriksen on Monday’
b

ONDON - Barcelona have

Tottenham are keen to recoup any
made a surprise late enquiry — money they can for the midfielder

| PREMIERSHIP

down inadispute with England
players over payments they are

Man U make shock
enquiry for Leicester
flop Islam Slimani

ONDON - Manchester United have

I enquired about the possibility of sign-

ing Leicester flop Islam Slimani on loan,
but have been told it will cost them a £4 mil-
lion fee.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is desperately search-
ing for a new striker following Marcus Rashford’s
long-term injury and Anthony Martial’s topsy-
turvy form.

United have just seven days to bolster their
forward line and now Solskjaer has been forced
into trying to sign Slimani.

Slimani, who scored just eight Premier League
goals in 35 appearances for Leicester, remains
on the books at the King Power Stadium but
has been on loan at Monaco this season.

He was previously shipped out on loan to
Newecastle, where he failed to score in four
appearances, and Fenerbahce.

The 31-year-old Algerian has had to make do
with a substitute role at the Ligue 1 side in recent
weeks, but he is now being considered by United.

Leicester have told the Red Devils that they
would have to pay a £4m fee just to sign him
on Joan until the end of the season.

Slimani has scored seven goals in 14 appear-
ances for Monaco this season, but his Premier
League numbers were nowhere near as impres-
sive. Solskjaer is desperate to land a new for-

ward after Rashford was ruled out for around
two months with a double stress fracture in his
lower back. Sports Mail

FA back down on dispute with England players

|
! l ONDON - The FA have backed

and Nick Pope are among those who
won their first caps during that period,
although not all of them objected to the

about Tottenham midfield-  rather than see him disappear for
er Christian Eriksen. nothing.
Talks have been ongoing with  Jose Mourinho has used Eriksen
Inter Milan over a £17.5million  sporadically since taking the helm

transterwith the ltalians still to agree - but has never been under any illu-

structure of the deal.
Barcelona, who were
initially interested in
taking Ertksen on a free ,‘
in the summer, have now
entered the fray to sign
o s month. 3
The Danish playmalker is
oulof contract innorth Iondon
this summer and has been keen
on leaving this month.
Eriksen has made 27 appear-
ances for Spurs so far this season
but scored only three times during
a urbulent campaign for the 2019
Champions League finalists.

Inter have already confirmed the
loan arrival of Chelsea wing-back
Victor Moses during the January

transfer window.

sion that the player is likely to leave.
The transter window is closing in

eight days so any business will
have to be conducted swifily.

Sports Mail
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due for international appearances.
The governing body had been refus-
ing to pay fees relating to commercial
activities undertaken by recently capped
players who have not signed up to the
agreement with 1966 Entertainment,
which the FA want to terminate.

But Sportsmail has been told that offi-
cials have had a change of heart and are
prepared to make payments worth tens
of thousands of pounds per game.

The long-running stand-off stems from
the F{\‘s desire to bring all their spon-
sorship activities in-house and cancel a
deal with long-term partners 1966, whose
contract has another 10 years to run.

A number of England players who
have been called up for the first time by

Gareth Southgate since 2018 wereunwit-

tingly dragged into the dispute. a
rejected the FA’s request EJ si;g;sut]l;eg
a separate commercial dea].
Jadon Sancho, Callum Hudson-Odoi
Trent Alexander—Amold, Declan Ricé

FA’s terms so some have been paid.
Those who did refuse to sign up to a
new in-house commercial deal did so
on the grounds that they did not want to
isolate themselves from the rest of the
squad.

The issue is largely being handled by
the players’ intermediaries and there is
no suggestion that it has led to problems
within Southgate’s squad. Senior play-
ers, including Harry Kane and Jordan

‘Henderson, have been consulted.

The FA have yet to resolve a related
dispute over the structure of the new
deal and are planning to meet a delega-
tion of agents, ahead of England’s
European Championship warm-up match-
es against Italy and Denmark at Wembley
in March, Under their most recent pro-
posal, made last year, the FA are under-
stood to have offered more guaranteed
income than the players are getting under
their arrangement with 1966, but small-
er bonus payments. The Sun
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ONDON - The January trans-
fer window: is entesing its final

week apdmanagers are scram-
bling wath their chairmen to get those
#inal deals over the line.

Some managers need fresh faces to
stave off the threat of relegation; and
for others it is a case of finding a dia-
mond in the rough to help achieve a
European finish. Sportsmail looks at
what each club needs, who could be
moved on and who they are targeting
inthe final seven days of the 2020 win-
ter window.

(Mrsemal K J |
What they need: Centre back, left-
back, midfielder

Who do they like: Dayot Upamecano
(RB Leipzig), Pau Torres (Villarreal),
Glen Kamara (Rangers), Adrien Rabiot
(Juventus), Mykola Matviyenko (Shakhtar
Donetsk), Layvin Kurzawa (PSG),
Boubakary Soumare (Lille), Djene
Dakonam (Getafe), Bruno Guimaraes
(Athletico Paranaense)

Who could go: No one

Who’s arrived: No one

Whe’s left: Emile Smith Rowe
(Huddersfield Town, loan), Konstantinos
Mavropanes (Nuremburg, loan), Ben
Sheaf (Doncaster Rovers, loan), Tyreece

John-Jules (Lincoln City, loan). Deyan

lliev (Jagiellonia Bialystok, loan)
Budget: £30m
Mikel Arteta has only just got his feet
wnder the tble atthe Emirates Stadium
but will still be keen to make his own
imprmton the squad ollowing a tough
few weeks in the hotseat.
Shoring up a shaky back-line willbe

a priority in the final seven days, with

Layvin Kurzawa and Djene Dakonam

being'mooted as likely options.

Astonvilla |

What they need: Winger, full back

Who do they like: Josh Maja
(Bordeaux), Said Benrahma (Brentford),
Glen Kamara (Rangers), Marcus Tavemier
(Middlesbrough), Omar Elabdellaoui
(Olympiacos), Sam McCallum
(Coventry), Olivier Giroud (Chelsea),
Serhou Guirassy (Amiens), Islam
Slimani (Leicester), Christian Benteke
(Crystal Palace)

Who could go: James Chester

Who’s arrived: Mbwana Samatta
(Genk, £10m), Danny Drinkwater
(Chelsea, loan), Pep Reina (AC Milan,
loan), Louie Barry (Barcelona, £3m)

Whe's left: Jonathan Kodija (Al-

Gharafam undisclosed), Easah Suliman

(Vitoria SC, undisclosed), Andre Green

(Charlton Athletic, loan), Lovre Kalinic
(Toulouse, loan)

Budget: Aficra busy summer, Villa
would prefer loans

Aston Villa have been one of the most
active sides in the transfer window and
it is for good reason.

Dean Smith’s side currently find them-
selves in a relegation battle and have
already lost £22m summer signing
Welsey and goalkeeper Tom Heaton
to serious injury.

However, the arrivals of Mbwana
Samatta, Danny Drinkwater and Pepe
Reina are sure to put Villa in a better
position for the final four months of
the season.

Fournemonti

~ ONE WEEK TO GO UNTIL
THE WINDOW SLAMS SHUT

What they need: [ eft-back, centre-

back, centre midfield, winger
Who do they like: Joe Rodon (Swansea
City), James McCarthy (Crystal Palace),
Karlan Grant (Huddersfield Town),
Jarrod Bowen (Hull), Bertrand Traore
(Lyon), Jacob Bruun Larsen (Borussia
Dortmund), Danny Rose (Tottenham)
Who could go: Nathan Ake, Emerson
Hyndman, Ryan Fraser, Andrew Surman
Who’s arrived: No one
Who’s left: Asmir Begovic (AC
Milan, loan)
Budget: £30m
Perhaps the best bit of business
Boumemouth can do in the next week

is to keep hold of in-demand centre *

back Nathan Ake.

Eddie Howe’s side find themselves
in the thick of a relegation battle and
need freshening up across the park.

The Cherries are also targeting a move
for ex-Chelsea forward Bertrand Traore
in the hope of sprucing things up in

attack.

What they need: Full back, forward
Who do they like: James Tavernier
(Rangers), Kyle Walker-Peters
(Totienham), Emil Bohinen (Stabaek),
Sebastian Andersson (Union Berlin),
Moussa Konate (Amiens), Jamie
Hamilton (Hamilton Academical),
Fedor Chalov (CSKA Moscow), Serhou
Guirassy (Amiens)
Who could go: Ben White, Shane
Duffy, Lewis Dunk, Glenn Murray
Who's arrived: No one
Who's feft: Anders Dreyer (Midtjylland,
undisclosed), Max Sanders (AFC
Wimbledon, loan), James Tilley (Grimsby
Town, undisclosed), Tudor Baluta
(ADO Den Haag, loan)
Budget: £20m
[t’s been an extremely quiet month
for Brighton so far and it doesn’t look
like there will be much movement in
or out of the Amex Stadium. Graham
Potter has worked his magic in his first
season in the Premier League and has
got his squad playing with smiles on
their faces, but the former Swansea
boss is keen to add new players if an

Brightomn

¥

opportunity arises.

Ciurniey [~

What they need: Centre back, mid-
fielder, striker
Who do they like: Josh Maja
(Bordeaux), Jayden Bogle (Derby),
James McCarthy (Crystal Palace), Jamie
Hamilton (Hamilton Academical),
Adrien Tameze (Nice), Josh Brownhill
(Bristol City), Joe Allen (Stoke), Dael
Fry (Middlesbrough)
Who could go: Ben Gibson, Matej
Vydra, Dwight McNeil, Nahki Wells
Who’s arrived: No one
Who’s left: Danny Drinkwater (Chelsea,
end of loan), Christian N'Guessan
(Oldham Athletic, loan), Adam Phillips
(Morecambe, loan), Ryan Cooney
(Morecambe, loan), Scott Wilson (Blyth
Spartans, loan), Will Harris (Warrington
Town, loan), Tunde Bayode (Curzon
Ashton, loan), Anthony Glennon
(Grimsby Town, loan), Josh Benson
(Grimsby Town, loan)
Budget: £25m
Sean Dyche does not need to spend
his way out of trouble after recent wins
over Leicester and Manchester United.
However, after sending Drinkwater
back to Chelsea, the former Watford
boss is on the lookout for a new cen-

tral midfielder for the second half of

the campaign.

EZEOE

What they need: Full-back, centre-
back, centre forward, winger
Who do they like: Timo Wemer (RB
Leipzig), Moussa Dembele (Lyon),
Wilfiied Zaha (Crystal Palace), Richarlison
(Everton), Jadon Sancho (Borussia
Dortmund), Ben White (Brighton),
Nathan Ake (Bournemouth), Jonjoe
Kenny (Everton), Edinson Cavani
(PSG), Alex Telles (Porto), Boubakary
Soumare (Lille), Kays Ruiz-Atil (PSG)
Who eould go: Olivier Giroud, Michy
Batshuayi, Emerson, Marcos Alonso,
Pedro, Ross Barkley
Who’s arrived: No one
Who's left: Danny Drinkwater (Aston
Villa, loan), Marc Guehi (Swansea,

@ Here's who every Premier League club wants

loan), Conor Gallagher (Swansea, loan),
Victor Moses (Inter Milan, loan), Jamal
Blackman (Bristol Rovers, loan)
Budget: £125m
With Chelsea no longer under a trans-
fer ban, everyone thought Frank Lampard
would get stuck into the transfer mar-
ket this month. However, it’s been quiet
at Stamford Bridge until now, with five
players leaving the club and no new
arrivals. Tammy Abraham hobbled off
in the draw with Arsenal on Wednesday,
which is likely to accelerate Lampard’s
search for a striker. Edinson Cavani is
the one he wants.

trystal Patace h ol

What they need: Winger, right-back

Who do they like: Nathan Ferguson
(West Brom), Kyle Walker Peters
(Tottenham), James Tavemier (Rangers),
Josh Maja (Bordeaux), Odsonne Edouard
(Celtic), Dwight McNeil (Burnley),
Michy Batshuayi (Chelsea), Nemanja
Nikolic (Chicago Fire), Yannick Carrasco
(Dalian Yifang)

Who could go: James McCarthy,
Connor Wickham

Who’s arrived: Scott Banks (Dundee
United, undisclosed), Cenk Tosun
(Everton, loan)

Who’s left: Sam Woods (Hamilton,
loan), Victor Camarasa (Real Betis,
end of loan)

Budget: £30m plus sales revenue

Roy Hodgson has remained upbeat

on Crystal Palace’s prospects of keep-
ing star man Wilfried Zaha and it would
take a huge offer to prise him away this
month. The Eagles signed Everton
striker Cenk Tosun ona six-month loan
and the move is already paying off,
with the Turkish forward having found
the back of the net in his first start for
the club against Manchester City.

Palace still want another winger and
are in talks with Chinese club Dalian
Yifang over a deal for Belgium star
Yannick Carrasco.

Eyerton 8 -

What they need: Centre-back, cen-
tre midfield

[ UPDATES

Who do they like: Ruben Dias, Ferro
(Benfica), Joe Rodon (Swansea), Adrien
Rabiot (Juventus), James Rodriguez
(Real Madrid), Kyle Walker-Peters
(Tottenham), Everton (Gremio), Matias
Vecino (Inter), Emre Can (Juventus),
Allan (Napoli), Pierre Hojbjerg
(Southampton)

Who could go: Oumar Niasse, Jonjoe
Kenny

Who's arrived: Jarrad Branthwaite
(Carlisle United, £1m)

Who’s left: Cenk Tosun (Crystal
Palace, loan), Kieran Dowell (Wigan
Athletic, loan), Callum Connolly
(Fleetwood Town, loan)

Budget: £49m

‘While new boss Carlo Ancelotti has
played down the idea of adding to the
current squad, it wouldn’t be crazy to
expect a couple of signings before the
window slams shut. The Italian could
make full use of his Serie A connec-
tions to bring in Napoli midfielder Allan
and Inter Milan’s Matias Vecino, but
whether the Toffees can get the deals
done remains to be seen.

 Leicester City (S5 .

What they need: Centre-back, for-
ward

Who do they like: Jannik Vestergaard
(Southampton), Ben White (Brighton),
James Tarkowski (Bumley), Aurelio
Buta (Royal Antwerp), Jarrod Bowen

(Hull), Karlan Grant (Huddersfield
Town), Sam McCallum (Coventry),
Serhou Guirassy (Amiens)
‘Who could go: Daniel Amartey, Filip
Benkovic (loan), Islam Slimani (loan)
Who’s arrived: No one

Who's left: Andy King (Huddersfield,
loan), Raul Uche (Real Valladolid,
undisclosed), George Thomas (ADO
Den Haag, loan)

Budget: £60m - but they may save
it until the summer.

Despite beating West Ham in mid-
week, Leicester’s brilliant start to the
season slowed with a couple of defeats
early in 2020. Brendan Rodgers is on
the lookout for new players to ensure
they finish inside the top four, with
competition for Jamie Vardy at the top
of his wishlist.

Clveraoal P

What they need: Left-back, mid-
field, forward

Who do they like: Ben White
(Brighton), Ferran Torres (Valencia),
Jude Bellingham (Birmingham City),
Sam McCallum (Coventry), Max Clark
(Vitesse), Boubakary Soumare (Lille),
Sandro Tonali (Brescia), Kai Havertz
(Bayer Leverkusen)

‘Who could go: Curtis Jones, Caoimhin
Kelleher (on loan)

Who’s arrived: Takumi Minamino
(Red Bull Salzburg, £7.3m)

Who's left: Rhian Brewster (Swansea
City, loan), Herbie Kane (Hull City,
loan), Nathaniel Phillips (Stuttgart,
loan), Isaac Christie-Davies (Cercle
Brugge, loan), Allan Rodrigues de
Souza (Atletico Mineiro, undisclosed),
Daniel Atherton (Marine, loan)

Budget: £50m - but they are likely
to save it until the summer

Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp was
quick out of the blocks when it was
announced the club had agreed a deal
with Red Bull Salzburg for Takumi
Minamino at the start of the window.
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await PSL duo?

RETORIA - The Premier Soccer League

P have confirmed that the prosecutor has

charged two Bidvest Wits players for
alleged assault of a match official.
Wits goalkeeper Ricardo Goss and midfield-
er Sameehg Doutie are set to face the music fol-
lowing their recent actions inan ABSA Premiership
match against Cape Town City last Saturday.
Goss and Doutie are both thought to have
shoved referee Masixole Bambiso following
the awarding ofa penalty to The Citizens in the
60th minute, after which a protest ensued.
Goss was subsequently shown a yellow card,
while Doutie walked away scot-free from the
scene. However, the League’s prosecutor Nande
Becker will now take retrospective action.

Given the charges of misconduct, if found
guilty of assault, The Clever Boys duo could
face a minimum sanction of a six-month ban in
accordance with rule 57.2.1.2 of the NSL
Handbook - similar to that of City midfielder
Mpho Makola last year.

But should they be found guilty of unsporting
behaviour, a lesser sentence of a minimum four-
match ban will be handed down - as was the
case with Makola, who took the initial sentence
on review to SAFA.

A monetary fine is also expected to be hand-

ed down to both players and the club, which
may be suspended.

CHIEFS NEW
SIGNING STILL
RESTRAINED

OHANNESBURG - Kaizer Chiefs sup-
Jporters will have to continue holding
their breath to see new signing Anthony
Alkumu make his club debut.
Akumu’s arrival at
Naturena was confimed
early last week on a
free transfer after
leaving ZESCO
United at the end
of December last
year.
The Kenya inter-
national midfielder
had been training

HIGHLANDS SET RECORD

OHANNESBURG -
JHighlands Park have com-
mented on the speculation
linking the club with Orlando Pirates
assistant coach Rhulani Mokwena,
after the Siya crew had been informed
that the club is looking at adding
the tactician to their technical team.
Mokwena is still under contract
with Pirates, though it is believed
that he could be leaving the Soweto
giants at the end of the season as
he plots the next step in his career,
and most likely as a head coach.

With that in mind, the crew had
been informed that the Lions of the
North, who have struggled with a
loss of form in recent times, are said
to be considering bringing Mokwena
on board as a potential addition to
their technical team.

However, Highlands co-chairman
Brad Kaftel denied rumours link-
ing Mokwena with the club.

“That’s definitely not true, it’s
false — 100% false. We've got a
contract with Owen da Gama that

runs until the end of next season,
in 2021, Kaftel told the Siya crew.

“The truth is we are in eighth place
(Highlands are currently ninth on
the log, one point behind eighth-
placed Golden Arrows).

We have had a few bad results, 1
accept that, but bottom line in foot-
ball is that you are not going to win
every game. There will be some
bad results. We've had some good
results and got to a cup (MTNBS)
final. We did well against SuperSport
in the cup final and we had chances.
So, we are fully behind Owen da
Gama and we’ve got a very close
relationship.

“This is now his (Da Gama’s)
third season, he’s done very well
for us. When he took over our team
we were in the NFD and had just

\V

lost two (games) in a row. We were
languishing in the NFD and he took
us and got us promoted. Last sea-
son, he got us to the top eight and
this season we've got to a cup final.
We don’t see why we should change

-
- L

the coach and bring someone else.
We are fully committed,” the club
boss added. ““It’s just rumours, we
haven’t made contact with any other
coach. I put my head on the Bible,

I've not head a discussion with any

other coach, we haven’t signed any

other coach, we haven’t had a meet-

ing with any other coach.”
Soccer Laduma

‘ RETORIA - Pitso
Mosimane explained that
Mamelodi Sundowns still
' have to fight for the league title
_ even with the odds against them.
* | Mosimane was awarded the
ABSA Premiership award for
December and although in Angola,
the Sundowns head coach made
sure to express his gratitude to
everyone involved.

Speaking to the Premier Soccer
League, Mosimane revealed how
important it is to continue their
fight on all fronts, especially for

" the number one spot on the ABSA

Y Premiership log.

“Our match on Saturday is a
must-win, of course, sometimes
you want to and you might not
but you have to fight to win to
stay at the top of the log in the

B

CAF Champions League,” he
said.

“We also have to fight for the
league title in South Africa, even
though the odds are against us
and it will be difficult forus now
because of a lot of different pro-
grammes that we are involved
in.

“We are in the Champions
League and in the PSL, now it
will be the Nedbank Cup, we’ve
been doing the same thing, espe-
cially in December when it includ-
ed the Telkom Knockout Cup
and managing Stellenbosch, man-
aging AmaZulu and all those
games that you had played, isa
hectic programme. But we are
humbled and appreciate that we
have been recognised,” Mosimane
added. Soccer Laduma

Another change of coach in Limpopo?

' LIMPOPO - The axe could swing  pressure to deliver and things are

not looking good,” says the source.

with his new club gy d SWIL
fora wihile priorto i again in the ABSA Premiership
Chiefs releasing ] [ : C
Gligngian Janies getting fired if results don’t go his
Kotei, who had fo make way soon. chkOt.}.ccv)m has been
iniithicin foreign reliably told that things are not lok-
e ing good for Cavin Johnson at Black
Qunke Leopards despite a good perfor-

&/ with another coach in danger of  Leopards official Bery Ramunenyiwa

denied the club is already thinking

~ of letting Johnson go. “We don’t

know about those talks, we are still
happy with the coach,”” he says.
“We are playing well, we just

Butthe 27-year-old seemsunlikely 10 make
s ddoutwhen ArmaidnosivistGolden Amrows
m Duarban this afiemoon (15130), with no fur-
fher updates coming from the Department of
Home Affairs.

KickOff com has learnt that there had been
system issues at the public service office, result-
ing in the delay to the issuing of Akumu’s
work permit.

This has also been the case for Baroka new

coach Dylan Kerr, who was announced by his
club more than three weeks ago.
‘Teddy’, as Alkumu is known, could even-
tually get his first run in The Glamour Boys
colours when they I
their Nedbank Cup

on February 7.

sext host Royal Eag[qs in
opener at FNB Stadium

mance against Kaizer Chiefs last  need that winto getout of that posi-

weekend. tion and he knows his mandate.”
According to our source, If Johnson gets fired it will be the

| the coach might lose - second time this season after he
his job if the was fired at AmaZulu just five

team fails
to col- 2
liect

games into the season following a
poor run that has seen Usuthu still
struggling to recover. Leopards

7

[ 4 maxi-  invested heavily in big-name play-
y mum ers during the off-season and had

points in  high hopes for the campaign but

their next  find themselves at the wrong end

few match-  of the table, having already fired
es. Lionel Soccoia and watched Luc

“Cavin Eymaelleave for Young Africans
Johnsonisunder  in Tanzania.

We have to fight for the league - Pitsojisiileleziilsee

defence must
step up

OHANNESBURG - The sooner
JOrlando Pirates fix their defensive

issues, the readier they’ll be to com-
pete on all fronts in domestic football.

There has been a breath of fresh air that
has hung over the Parktown-based team
in the last two months following the arrival
of coach Josef Zinnabuer, who has led the
team to 13 points out of 15. The Buccaneers
achieved that feat in impressive fashion,
scoring 12 goals in five matches, while
striker Gabadinho Mhango contributed a
whopping eight goals in that tally, hence
he currently leads the league’s scoring
charts with 12 goals.

Itis safe to say Zinnbauer has found the
team’s mojo up front. However, Pirates’
leaky defence, which has conceded four
goals and kept only one clean sheet in
those five outings, should be a source of
concern for the German.

However, that won’t be an easy fix, espe-
cially with the issue having persisted for

the last 18 months.

After all, if you recall, it was defensive

blunders that ensured Pirates lost the
Premiership title to Mamelodi Sundowns
last season, despite being top of the table
until the penultimate round of matches.
And instead of the club addressing those
defensive issues with quality signings dur-
ing the pre-season transfer window, they
went on to acquire midfielders, something
that saw then interim coach Rhulani
Mokswena chopping and changing his
engine room - as they conceded 16 goals
in 'l matches.

Nonetheless, having Pirates transformed
from a team that floated in the botiom half
of l'he log standings to a side that’s com-
peting fora top three finish in recent weeks,
thf:re’s ample of belief from the Ghost that
Zinnbauer could actually make the Bucs
run like a well-oiled machine once again.
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F edérer survives incredible
fifth set tie break

ELBOURNE - A
' remarkable day at the
ustralian Open that

spilled into the weekend ended with
Roger Federer dramatically avoid-
ing the same fate as some of the
women's top names.

The 38-year-old Swiss, born 49
days apart from Serena Williams,
survived his third round encounter
by beating the host nation's John
Millman 6-4, 6-7, 4-6, 6-4. 7-6 in
four hours and three minutes.

With the time approaching lam
it came down to a sudden death
first-to-ten ticbreak which Millman
began fearlessly thanks to a stun-
ning series of passing shots that had
the Rod Laver Arena on his feet.

Federer was entitled to feel his
age as they whizzed past but from
4-8 down his opponent began to
miss and he ran off six points to
make a fourth round appointment
with hungary's Marton Fucsovics.

Memories were Kindled of the sti-

fling night at the 2018 US Open

when the same player knocked him

out. The heat was not anissue this
time, but Federer unusually lacked
the ideas to work out the aggres-
sive baselmer from Queensland
ranked 47 in the world.

The unrelenting Millman would
not lie down until the pressure got
to him at the end, leaving Federer
relieved. “Oh God it was tough,
John played a great match, he's a
great fighter,' said Federer.

“I had to stay focussed, he kept
on coming up with the goods. The
demons are always there, what a
match. He did a great job keeping
me on the back foot.”

The match capped a dramatic day
in' Melbourne as both Williams and
defending champion Naomi Osaka
were bundled out.

Williams was beaten by Chinese

No 1 Wang Qiang while Osaka was
knocked out by American teenage
sensation Coco Gauff. AFP

WILLIAMS IS KNOCKED OUT

ELBOURNE - When Serena
Williams won her first title
as a parent earlier this month
in Auckland everything looked set up

for her to do an Antipodean double at.

the Australian Open.

So the blow was all the more shatter-
ing yesterday when she failed to reach
even the second week of the season's
first Grand Slam, beaten 6-4 6-7 7-5 by

Chinese No. I Qiang Wang, the 27th
seed for the tournament.

The same player had won just one
game when she played Williams in the
US Open quarter-final back in September,
another event she was strongly favoured

to win.

The 38-year-old American now looks
increasingly unlikely to win that elu-
sive 24th Major as the years tick by, and
the changing of the guard in women's
tennis becomes more apparent.

Outside Roland Garros, which is her
weakest suit given the requirements of
clay. going out of the third round here
was Williams' worst result at a Major
since Wimbledon 2014, when she lost
at the same stage.

Williams blamed herself afterwards,
saying: T just made far too many errors
to be a professional athlete today.”

She insisted that she can still win big
again, and added; “I definitely do believe
that or I wouldn't be on tour. I don't play

just to have fun. To lose is really not
fun, to play to lose, personally. I seem
to do well the last two slams of the year.

“I have won them all several times.

Each one is definitely an opportunity

for me to go out there and win. It's not
even about the slams, it's about just me
playing good tennis, and I didn't do that
today.

“That is more disappointing. So it's
not even about the win, it's just more
about I'm better than that.”

“She served well. I didn't return like
Serena. If we were just honest with our-
selves, it's all on my shoulders. I lost
that match.”

Williams also maintained, although
her demeanour did notreally back it up,
that defeats still sting the same as they
used to: T am just a better actress. I'm
no happier than I was 10 years ago. |

Just have to pretend like I don't want to
punch the wall, but in reality I do.”
The legs are not quite as willing as

ELBOURNE - Australia's
view of Nick Kyrgios con-
tinues to be transformed by

his deeds both on and off the court.

He is into the third round of the
Australian Open, registering sky high
TV viewing figures across the nation,
packing out stadiums and having
crowds hang on his every word.

The enfant terrible remains on course
for a colossal fourth-round match
against Rafael Nadal, who he play-
fully mimicked in the course of a four-
set victory over Frenchman Gilles
Simon.

The Australian now plays powerful

COCOMANIA STRIKES AGAIN'

ELBOURNE -
: Coco Gauff scored
a sensational win

over defending charmpion Naomi
Osaka at the Australian Open
on aday that felt like there was
an abrupt changing of the guard.

With Serena Williams hav-
ing bowed out just a few hours
earlier, her 15-year-old heir
apparent stepped up to upseta
clearly rattled Osaka 6-3, 6-4
in just 67 minutes.

Serving with penetration and
covering the court with incred-
ible agility, Gauff played with
amazing poise to take advan-
tage of 30 unforced emrors from

 the No. 3 seed.

The Rod Laver Arena wit-

@CocoGauffhas knocked out

nessed something completely  defending champion Naomi
different to New York's Arthur ~ Osaka to book her place in the

Ashe Stadium at the US Open,
where the teenager won just
three games, and ended up hav-
ing to be comforted by her con-
queror. This time Osaka was
apparently unnerved by the
youth of her opponent and was
broken for 3-5 with her back-
hand especially awry.

Gauff has clearly improved
since last summer, but could
also be grateful for the amount
of gifis that came her way.

"Two years ago, I lost in the
first round at juniors and now
I'm here!"? 15-year-old

Kyfgios apologises to his team

Russian Karen Khachanov, but it is
his effort in leading the efforts of ath-
letes to raise money for victims of
bushfires still raging in the country
that has most caused the reassessment
among his compatriots.

“It's a good feeling,” he said of his
charity campaign during his on-court
interview. I woke up this morning
and there were fires close to Canberra,
it's tough, but the whole tennis world
is behind it now.”

There was yet another reminder of
the climate issue in the scenes at
Melbourne Park on Thursday, where
play on the outside courts was severe-

N LOSES: Serena Williams. |

they were, and the athletic Wang just
about held herself together to fight off
the inevitable Williams comeback.

On the eve of the Chinese New Year
she had taken the first set in 45 minutes
and then broke for 3-2 in the second,
only for the American to dig deep into
herself and pull things round when Wang
served for the match at 5-5.

As the tiebreak was secured 7-2 it
looked like Wang had missed her chance,
but she refused to back down in a des-
perately tight deciding set which went
with serve right until the end at 6-5. It
was then that Wang edged ahead to 40-
15 against the Williams serve, only for
her arm to turn to lead and make two
unforced errors.

Daily Mail

ly delayed.

Deposits of brown sludge had to be
power-hosed off the courts afier vicious
winds had whipped up desert dust and
come down, mixed into overnight
downpours.

Already in the past 10 days Mother
Nature has delivered to this city bib-
lical rainfalls, hailstones the size of
ping pong balls and smoky haze blovw -
ing in from the fires.

Andy Murray is not here, but the
spirit of him barracking his own court-
side support box lives on in Kyrgios,
who in a further sign of maturity spoke
later of how much he regretted that
tendency.

Daily Mail

fourth round in Melbourne 77
She broke for 5-3 in the first
setand then just needed to keep
her poise as her opponent's
game collapsed in a heap by
the end.

“What is my life? Oh my gosh,
Twao years ago [ lost first round
in juniors, and now I'm here.
This is crazy,” said Gauff, who
is still doing schoolwaork online.

“ was just telling myself one
point at a time and keep fight-

ing because you never know
what happens on this court.”
Daily Mail

MEN'S SINGLES

(2) Novak Djokovic bt. Yoshihito Nishioka: 6-3, 6-2, 6-2

(14) Diego Schwarizman bt. (24) Dusan Lajovic: 8-2, 63, 7.6 (7)
Marton Fucsovics bt: Tommy Paut. 6-1, 6-1, 64

Marin Cilc bt. (8) Roberto Bautista Agut:6-7 (3), 64, 6:0, 57, 63
Tennys Sandgren bl. Sam Querrey: 6-4, 6-4, 6-4

(32) Milos Raonic bt. (6) Stefanos Tsilsipas: 7-5, 64, 7-6/2)

WOMEN'S SINGLES

(1) Ashleigh Barty bt. (29) Elena Rybakina: 6-3, 6-2

(27) Wang Qiang bL. (8) Serena Williams: 64, 6-7 (2), 7-5
(7) Petra Kvilova bt. {25) Ekaterina Alexandrova: 6-1, 62
(22) Maria Sakkari bt, (10) Madison Keys: 64, 64
Ons Jabeur bt. Caroline Wozniacki: 7-5, 3-6,7-5
(8) Alison Riske bt. Julia Goarges: 1.6, 7-6(4), 6-2
Coco Gauff bt (3) Naomi Osaka: 6-3, 64
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SOCCER —The MTN Premier League | -

returns to action this afternoon with a
bumper action following a two week
break.

WILL PIRATES ADD
WOES TO MALANTI?

Malanti Chiefs vs Milling Hotspurs
(2pm, Meavuso Sports Centre)

On-form side Moneni Pirates will be looking
to add more woes to Malanti Chiefs when the
two sides face each other this afternoon at
Mavuso Sports Centre.
Sitting at position four with 25 points, the ‘Sea
Robbers® will be aiming to collect maximum
points by beating the struggling opposition that
is languishing at the bottom of the table with
nine points. The hub outfit will enter the match
with their spirit high after they advanced to the
semi-finals of the Ingwenyama Cup last week-
end Congolese striker Fabrice Mopina is expect-
ed to lead the attacking forays in this encounter.
He will be not alone, as he is expected to be
assisted by youngster, Lizwe Zwane.
However, the Manzini-based outfit must thread
carefully as they will be up against Malanti
Chiefs who are rooted at the bottom of the log R SRS gete. , £ : d
ii‘égl%%i ZE&T;EJ;&%:&%&E%;;Z?&E once again likely to deploy pint size midfield-  log when they take on struggling side Manzini

experience of Thokozani Diamini to torment <t Niabulo Thwala in the belly of the park to Sea Birds this afternoon at Somhl‘olo National LEOPARD?

the opposition defence with his flourishing tal- play the holding role, while Mcolisi Mkhontfo ~ Stadium. The last time the. two sides metina  Ailling Hospurs vs Royal Leopard

ent. The national Under 20 player is maturing 1s expected to bang in the important goals. league match Buffaloes easily won by 3-0,and  (4:05pm, Somhlolo Nfzt{'onal Stadium)

like wine and he has established himselfas one ~ Green Mamba surely the Phocweni-based outfit will contin-  Unpredictable side Milling Hotspurs are ready

ue from where they left off. The trio of Alie  to take on ‘Ingwemabalabala’ by the horns at

] Coach: Caleb Ngwenya
o Captain: Banele Dlamini Matse, Sandile *Saviola’ Gamedze and  Spmhlolo National Stadium when the clock
Moneni Pirates Key players: Njabulo Thwala, Musa Dlamini, Fanelo’Order’ Mamba will be running theshow  strikes at 4:05pm. The rookies have already
Coach: Geina’ Magiyane’ Dlamini Mthunzi Mkhontfo this afternoon. On the other hand, Manzini Sea made their intentions clear th;it they in the
Captain: Menzi “Magawugawy’ Simelane Match winner: Mcolisi Mkhontfo Birds will have to d:splay_/a gallan_t perfonnanqe Premier Leggue tostay after beating the dgfen?].
Ky Playerss i B N uilo Sheriwe, to outsmart the army side and improve their  ing champions Green Mamba and hold the big
Sifiso “Mkhelele’ Mdluli Manzini Wanderers position on the log standings. guns in th_e likes of Mbabane S\'wallows. and
Match Winner: Fabrice Mopina Coach: Nyanga ‘Crooks’ Hlophe Moneni Pirates during their previous outings.
Captain: Sihle Mkhonta Young Buffaloes It is such games of magnitude whereby the new
Malanti Chiefs Key players: Mike Dombo, Jose Machado, Coach.: Dominic Kunene kids on the block rise to the occasion. Players
Coach: Christopher Tembo Mpendulo Ngidi Captain: Nhlanhla Gwebu __ likeLungelo Nyoni and Linda Mbuli enjoy the
Captain: Siyabonga Nkambule Match winner: Johnson Mensah Key players: ?hwa Dla{mm, Fanelo ‘Order’  big stage. Royal Leopard, on the other hand
Key Players: Innocent Jere, Zweli Fakudze, Mamba, Wandile ‘Skosh’ Shabangu will want to separate men from boys.
FindokuhleBalidze _ Match winner: Alie Matse The Edwin Matsebula led boys will come out
Match Winner: Thokozani Dlamini with their guns blazing so that they close the
Sea Birds gap at the top.
Manzini Sea Birds vs Young Bufjfaloes Coach: Anthony Mdluli Royal Leopard
(2pm Somhlolo National Stadium) Captain: Sibusiso Dlamini Coach: Edwin Matsebula
Key players: Ndumiso Shongwe, Thembumenzi ~ Captain: Machawe Dlamini
i Army side Young Buffaloes will undoubtedly ~ Mayisela, Colani ‘Chocco’ Sibandze Key players: Sifiso Matse, Muzi Dlamini, Berry
Manzint Wanderers vs Green Mamba aim to stretch their lead-at the summit of the ~ Match winner: Wandile Nhleko Steenkamp
(% pm, Mavuso Sports Cenire) , r AT ¥ - . : Match winner: Fanelo Tsabedze
Hub giants Manzini Wanderers will be look- Milling Hotspurs
ing to redeem themselves this afiernoon after Coach: Clement ‘King Clay’ Mdluli
Captain: Linda Mbuli

a shocking exit in the Ingwenyama Cup.
The team coach, Nyanga ‘Crooks” Hlophe will
‘oe pinming s hopes ani\s midfielders m the
§ kes o Mipendulo™Neadi and Flosseson “Kante® |
Abboudou, to carry the day for him and possi-

Key Players: Futhi Gama, Lungelo Nyoni ,
Samkeliso Mhlanga
Match Winner: Lwazi Bhembe.

MTN Premier League log

bly complete a double over the same team by
3-1 during the first round encounter . xg:m_auﬁ] P W D L GFGAGDPts
Ghanaian striker Johnson Mensah is likely ‘ Mba?jgne S?vgﬁzw g :2 ;1 3 ] g: g 3135
going to cause problems for the shaky position Royal Leopard O W e }g gg
backline upfront alongside Mike Dombo in _GMonen{ﬂ Piraéss 47 43 19127 25
piro : fFeri i sreen Mamba 146 26 20119 20
| order to bring joy to their long suffering sup Mbabane Highlanders 14 3 9 2 9 g 1 18
¢ porters. A = DenverSundowns 14 4 5 5 1317 4 17
j The hub giants will be meeting a tough side in Manzini Wanderers 14 4 4 6 17 24 7 1g
| Green Mamba. The defending champions are :_4;;1{'1% ;;otspu,s 112 g g g o
| : : , ' - 1625 -9 15
| slowly but surely re discovering their old form Mhlume Peacemakers 14 3 4 7 13 17 .4 13
| that made them win the league last season. g;ifisrﬁ " :ﬁ g : 7 1322 -9 13
: i Ngwer Black Swallows 10 15 33 -1810
f Omﬂona]SeIstmmwfcafeb gwenya MalantiChiefs 14 3 ¢ 11 9 23 -149
J The

-
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By Mbutsi Motsa
{Guest writer)

s you read this article this
Amoming, we will be at the
tough Barberton MTB race.
The past three weekends in prepara-
tion for this race we rode, firstly, from
Mangzini to Mphembekati, Mkhulamini,
~ Malhiyaduma and back, Next from
Malkems to Mhlambanyaisi and \ast
one fron Phoeweni to Dwaleni Farm
Lodge via Nhiambeni. A big num-
ber of locals have always participat-
ed in the Barberton race over the
years. A good number of Newcom
Wheels and Forever Cycling Club
eyclists are doing this year’s race.

MIXED FEELINGS OVER
2020 CALENDAR

The 2020 calendar has been received
with mixed feelings due to the absence
of two prominent races, namely
Mafutseni Road Race and MTN
Khemani.

Please note that the two races are
sponsored by two corporate compa-
nies and until agreements are in place,
no dates can be issued. I can safely
say that the Mafutseni race is on 24
May. You will recall that we made
anundertaking that the race will take
mmore than one day from this year.

We are surely working on that. | have

also been assured that the MTN
Khemani refumns to Mankayane this
year t0o.

The first race of the season is the
exciting individual time trial that
resumes and ends at Phocweni Barracks,
This one was won by MTIN Khemani’s
Muzi Shabangu during last year’s

edition Judging by the way he is
training, he looks set to defend it.

‘We cannot rule out the likes of Sihle
Dlamini and Geina Banda. T take it
they have recovered from the Siteki
shock. '

I'will also be battling it out with the
Madalas in the quest to clinch my

category win. To perform well in a
time trial, one has to learn to pace
well and it comes with experience.
If you come out too fast you will blow.
out and ultimately lose more time
than what you gained. According to
Lance Armstrong, if you can sprint
at the end of a time trial, you did not

go hard enough.

It is important to assimilate this type
of racing during training because it
demands more from your body as
opposed to group riding where you
can even draft and be paced. Here, it
is you alone against the clock.

The pinnacle of South African
cycling, The Cape Town Tour also
known as The Cape Argus, is on this
year on 8§ March and as always a good
number of locals participate in this
race, especially Malkerns Cycling
club and Inyatsi Cycling Club.

This is the time to make prepara-
tions for this tough 110km race. I
recall well how I suffered that one
time I participated in this race many
years ago.

It was very unfortunate on the last
edition where due to extreme winds,
the race had to be cancelled.

Now imagine the more than 30 000
cyclists from all over the world whose
preps went to waste. We hope for the
best weather this year.

I will be resuming with profiling
the local cycling clubs so that the
newcomers can align themselves with
the right clubs that best suit their
requirements. Club principals; here
is your chance to market your teams
or clubs for membership.

GOD LUCK TO
KUSEKHAY A
CYCLING CLUB

Good luck and safe travel to
Kusekhaya Cycling Club who will
be racing at The Fast one race in
Gauteng tomorrow.
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@ Manchester United could make a sur- :

prise move to Te-sign Boca Juniors' 35-

year-old Argentina forward Carlos Tevez.

(Tuttosport)

@ Tottenham Hotspur
have agreed a 20m euro
(£16.8m) deal with Inter
Milan to sell midfielder
Christian Eriksen, 27.
(Sempreinier.com)
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@ However, Barcelona have made an
enquiry about signing Denmark interna-

tional Eriksen this month.
(Sky Sports)

@ Liverpool are interested in signing Real
Madrid midfielder Isco, 27, although the
La Liga giants want about 70m euros
(£59m) for the Spain international. :
(El Desmargue - in Spanish)

@® Arsenal's Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang, 30, is open to a move to
Barcelona. :
(Mundo Deportivo - in Spanish)

@ Meanwhile, the Gunners are favouriies
1o sien France midficlder Thomas 1 emar,
24 ftom Afletico Madnd.
(Express)

i @ Chelsea have reopened talks with Lyon

overadeal to sign French
striker Moussa Dembele,
23, this month in case
they miss out on Paris
St-Germain's Edinson
Cavani, 32.
(Sun)

® Manchester United are also consider-
g a move for Uruguay forward Cavani |

this month.
(Telegraph)

® Manchester United's move for Bruno

Fernandes is off because they refuse to
meet Sporting Lisbon's £68m asking price -
for the 25-year-old Portugal midfielder.  ;
(Mail) : r
@ United remain keen to sign Leicester
City’s England midfielder James Maddison, .. ¢
23, (Star) e

High School pupil made the com-
ments during the prize presentation
held at Build It Mbabane Branch on

@ Southampton's 24 -year-old Denmark
midfielder Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg is Everton

Ancelotti ia. i Tuesday.
SsnCarloiigesiois opiintstic Malhsndnozledwithhis ilis s
get ingthe 201872019 edition of the devel-
Sy opment competition, where he played

@ Chelsea are set to miss out on Dynamo
Zagyeb's Spain winger Dani Olmo, 21.
(Express)

® The Blues and Barcelona are chasing |

AITASSIN 5 21-year-old Swiss lefi-back
A\Mﬁm\gom :
(Blick - in German)

hakhtar Donetsk are asking for £30m
f:ogi]ArsenaI for Ukraine defender Mykola
Matviyenko, 23.
(Shy Sports)

By Jongile Kubha

YCLING - Three local

cycling teams NewComm

Wheels, 4ver Cycling and
Kusekhaya Cycling Club will be
taking part in the Barberton XCM
2020 Mountain Bike Race and
The Mid Vaal Fast One Cycle
Challenge.
/ NewComm Wheels and 4ver

Cyeling Clubs will be both com-
peting in the Barberton MTB race
this morning whilst Ekhaya
Kusekhaya Cycling Club will join
the Mid Vaal Fast One Cycle in
| Gauteng. NewComm Wheels

Principal Mbusi Motsa and
Kusekhaya Principal Mduduzi
Kaudi both confirmed the trips
when contacted yesterday.
Kaudi said they were looking
forward to the annual road races.
“The race is one of the fastest
in the region and is a good tester
of fitness coming from the holi-
day season. The team will be made
up of thirteen (13) cyclists which
comprises of Four Women. The

l

CYCLIN

most exciting about this race is
that we have a couple of mem-
bers who will be doing their first
international race and are really
looking forward to it.” Kaudi Said.
Invitations

The relationship that Kusekhaya
is having with international organ-
isers cannot go unnoticed as they
continue getting invitations to

READY: Cyclists during a recnt race.

PET

international races. “This year
promises to be a good year for
development, and we will be doing

a lot to make sure that more women
and children take up the sport and
anyone interested can email
cycling@kusekhaya.com to get
more information.” Kaudi added

4Eever Cycling club principal
Clint McNamara , who said they

THREE LOCAL TEAMS FOR SA
ITIONS

were sending a team of give cyclists
to the annual international moun-
tain bike challenge. “We are head-
ing to Barberton tomorrow mom-
ing for the MTB race and we are
sending a strong team compris-
ing of William Kelly Sihawu
Dlamini, myselfand two young-
sters in Malik McNamara and
Makepeace Bailey,” he said.

1

By longile Kuba

ARATE - Ashihara
\  Eswatini will hold the Sheba
reast Hike involving the
local community and the associa-
tion members as part of their team’s
building exercise.

This was revealed by Eswatini
Ashihara President Sensei Abdul
Khaaliq Dlamini, who said the event
was important in building relations
between the association and the
nation.

IWANT TO PLAY
* ByJongile iha

OCCER - Build It E10 000
Sbursaiy winner and National
Championships Player of the
Tournament Andiswa Malaza says
he wants to play in Europe.
The 13-year-old Lobamba Lomdzala

for Matsapha pick team.
“Firstly, lam very grateful for get-
ting the chance to play and for being
awarded the prize by Build It. My
dream is to continue playing foot-
ball after school and hopefully go to
Europe and find a team there,” he
said.
He further said the bursary would
help his family in that his parents
could now use the money intended
for him to help his siblings, who also
need new items for school.
Andiswa’s father Robert Malaza
thanked Build Tt as well as the Eswatini

IN EUROPE

“We will have our hike this week-
end at Sheba Breast as part of com-

munity work and team building
exercise.

“The hike also encourages par-

ents and pupils to spend time togeth-
er bonding and falls under our stu-
dent-parent sessions that we have
now and again.” he said.

Dlamini further said they chose

Sheba’s Breast as it is one of the
strenuous hiking trails, which will
help push all the participants.

“We are building our student’s
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Ashihara Eswatini to hold Sheba Breast Hike

self-confidence and want them to
develop a never say die mentality,
which is what the hike will do. The
hike will also help keep all fami-
lies present fit and active some-
thing we have been advocating to
all our members,” he said.

The hike is expected to start at
7am and it will cost about E40 for
anyone interested in being part of
the walk. Dlamini encouraged all
those coming to get there as early
as possible to ensure they started
on time.

—BUILD IT WINNER

ALL SMILES: Build It Mbabane Branc
Manager Eugene Mayer, Build It U13 National player
of the tournament Andiswa next to his father Robert
Malaza and EFA’s Bhekisisa Mkhonta during the prize
presentation at Build it Mbabane branch recently.
(Pic: Jongile Xuba)
Football Association for their gen-
€rous gesture,

Support

Build It Mbabane Branch Assistant
Manager Eugene Mayer said as a
company they felt it was important
to support this initiative as it keeps
_the youth out of trouble

“This was our 16th edition and we

Sl PR
h Assistant

are happy that it went well once again
and congratulate Andiswa for his
acl’u_evement. We fully intend sup-
porting the initiative, which will help
give the youngsters more options
apart from just school,” he said.
Malaza was the second recipient

ofthe E10000 bursary after Mangaliso
Dube won the first installment.

Draw for
Night Pool
Tournament
today

By Melusi Miotsa

OOL - The draw for the
inaugural Manzini Regional
All Night Pool Tounament
will be conducted this morning at

Manzini Pool Club.

The much-awaited inaugural
tournament is billed for tonight at
Manzini Club starting from 10am
and it will come to an end tomor-
row morning. The champion will
walk away with E2 000.

The tournament Coordinator,
Vusi Masilela confirmed the draw
and urged the registered players
to keep time. “We shall be con-
ducting a draw at 9 a.m. and we
urge pool players to keep time so

that we can finish the entire pro-
ceedings on time , “he said

Masilela added that over 48 pool
players had registered for the tour-
nament.

Masilela said they would also
host their end of year party on the
same day, which will be graced
by some Members of Parliament.
Meanwhile, Eddie Mkhonta will
be crowned 2019 Black Ball Open
Pool Singles tomorrow after he
finished the league with 72 points.

Mkhonta will take home E3 500,
trophy and medal. Runner up, Flag
Nxumalo will walk away with
E2000 while third place finisher
Sifiso Dlamini will be presented
with E1500 and a bronze medal.
The league was sponsored by Solo
Investment to a tune of E15 000.
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‘FASH’, ABAH ON TRANS

OCCER - Hub giants
Manzini Wanderers have
placed top striker Mianufikile
‘Fash’ Ndzimandze on transfer.
The fomserMbabane Highlanders
andMbabane Swallows player has
been offloaded alongside
Cameroonian siriker Laurent Abah
following his two weeks absence
from the team.

Other players who have been
shown the exit are former Royal
Leopard winger John ‘Juries’ Gama
and Nathie Mkhonta.

Meanwhile, Green Mamba devel-
opment product Mthobisi Vilakati
has also parted ways with the team
after tendering his resignation recent-
ly.

Abah, who joined Manzini
Wanderers from Moneni Pirates
during at the beginning of the sea-

tutelage of Nyanga ‘Crooks’ Hlophe.
The team’s Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) Sandile “Ntofo’ Dlamini
gontirmed the developments and
thanked the players for their ser-
vices,

‘It’s true that we have offloaded
the players. We thank them for
their services and wish them good
luck in their future endeavours,”
he said.

Dlamini added that they were
working around the clock to sign
new players before the registration
window closes. Ndzimandze sound-
ed shocked when called about the

transfer. He said he wasn’t aware
of the issue.

“That’s news to me, No one
informed me about the transfer, I
am just hearing this for the first
time,” he said.

The ‘Weslians’ recently com-
pleted the signing of former Mbabane
Swallows and Jomo Cosmos defend-

$E:wuﬁtﬁt:.;- X
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CONFIRMED: Manzini Wanderers Chief Execuive
Officer Sandile ‘Ntofo’ Dlamini.

er Stanley Umukoro. - Wanderers
will take on Green Mamba today

at the Mavuso Sports Centre in an
MTN Premier League match.

son, saw less game time under the

MOVES ON: Takesure ht]rangwﬂ
Chiyangwi dumps
Peacemakers for

Ngezi Platinum
BY Melusi Mioisa

OCCER - Mhlume Peacemakers
SZimbabwean born coach Takesure
Chirangwi is set to join Ngezi Platinum

Stars.
Ngezi Platinum is a team owned by Jeremiah
Gasteni competing in the Zimbabwean top

flight league.

According to classified information from -

Zimbabwe, Chiyangwi has reunited with for-
mer Mhlume Peacemakers coach Rodwelll
Dhiakama who is in charge of Platinum.

Chiyangwi has been conspicuously missing
from Mhlume Peacemakers in the second

round of the MTN League. In fact, he didn’t

return to the team after the festive holidays.
Stand-in coach Siphiwo Nxumalo is keep-
ing the fires burning in the absence of the
Zimbabwean born coach.

When sought for comment, Peacemakers
Public Relations Officer (PRO) Bheka Magagula
said as far as they were concerned their coach
is indisposed and would return once he fully
TeCOVETS.

“1 will treat this as a rumour. Our coach is
on sick leave and we released him to recover
from home. He will come back once he fully
recovers,” he said. Peacemakers will wel-
come Tambuti FC tomorrow at Tambankulu

Stadium in the MTN Premier League with-
out the services of the coach.

The sugar belt side is currently perched at
position 11 with 13 points in the log stand-
ngs.

'-—-——--_-—-—--—-————---—----—-—-n—l———------——1

it MTN looking to grow sponsorshlp packages-

I
' By Jongile uba
PORTS - MTN
Eswatini looking at
improving its sponsor-
ship packages for all sporting
codes under its banner as they
want to improve Eswatini
Sport.
This was revealed by MTN
I Eswatini Acting Chief Executive
1 Officer (CEO) Sibusiso Nhleko
l during the launch of the
#WeareGoudTogeﬁ’xer cam-
l paign at Mahlalekhukwini
! House in Ezulwini yesterday.
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WE ARE GOOD: MTN Eswatini acting CEO
Sibusiso Nhleko making his remarks as Senior
Manager Consumer Meshack Maseko listens
during the launch of the #WeareGoodTogether
campaign at Mahlalekhukwini House in
Ezulwini yesterday. (Pic: Jongile Xuba).

: MTN currently sponsor the

I Premier League and National

: First Division leagues, Eswatini

i National Basketball League

I' (ENBL), GolfMonthly Masters

: and Khemani Cycling Club.

I ‘“Thesesporting codesmake : :

I usall ‘Good Together’ in the job creation avenue, which

: sense that they are gender 1OW enablesmany to put food

I inclusive. on the table. :

} However, participation In2013 they parmered with

§ remains low and westrongly ~ Khemani Cycling Club and

I believe that a little push, in this partnership gave birth to

: the form of sponsorship, will  the first MTN Khemani Road

i help improve participation,” Classic in September of that

: D b Generated

. Inthe 15 years, MTN :

= have oog:"s;oute()l’ about E43 ~ Funds generated are direct-
ed to care points where the

I million to date, making ita

?

race is held and to also sup-
port Mankayane Government
Hospital. Nhleko further out-
lined MTN Eswatini’s con-
tribution to the growth of arts
and sports, noting that togeth-
er with their partners, they
gradually arrived at the con-
clusion that it may just be the
greatest love of all times and
were looking forward to the
continued partnership.
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Birds reject
Palma

Stories by Melusi Miotsa

OCCER - Capital city giants Mbabane
Swallows have reportedly rejected
central defender Mandla Palma.

This comes after the former Sihlangu play-
erreturned to the team recently after he part-
ed ways with hub giants. Manzini Wanderers.

The 2017/18 MTN Player of the Year was
also on the verge of signing for ABC Motsepe
outfit Mbombela City recently. However,
the deal collapsed at the 1 1% hour.

A source close to the matter asserted that
the towering defender failed to impress the
Swallows technical bench headed by Zambian
mentor Honour Janza.

“The technical team decided not to sign
the player due to his low work rate, hence
they released him,” said the source.

Swallows Head of Marketing and
Communications Officer Manqoba Mabuza
said the team would soon call a press con-
ference to address issues of players.

The strong defender’s career was hampered
by a recurring injury in the past season.

This emanated from 2018 while doing duty
for Mbabane Swallows in the Champions
League against Desportivo Agosto where
Swallows won 2-1.

..BIRDS TO
RELEASE FOUR
PLAYERS

OCCER — Mbabane Swallows are
S set to off-load four players before the
January window closes.

The players are, namely strong defender
Siboniso Ndzabandzaba, winger William
Kunene, goalkeeper Ntokozo Shabangu and
left back Sakhile Shongwe.

The former Tambuti FC player
Ndzabandzaba joined the red and white
glamour side during the beginning of last
season.

On the other hand, the red and white glam-
our side is working around the clock to sign
former Mbombela United goalkeeper Sandile
‘Nkomishi’ Ginindza, Allen Mabuza and
left back Sanele Mkhweli.

Swallows Manqoba Mabuza said all now
signings would be announced at a press con-
ference soon when reached for comment.

Swallows will face Denver Sundowns
tomorrow at Somhlolo National Stadium in
the MTN Premier league. ;
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Pg;‘fd‘fg’*é:ob;ifﬁifﬁé’? SuperSport thump resurgent Chippa

SiperSport United o

sive 3-0 win over Chippa Umted at  goalkeeper Veli Mothwa.
the Lucas Moripe Stadium lastnight.  The Chilli Boys also came close

m&ensmn ﬂmgs\de_ Tham

é charges finally Mothwa.
kthrough with five
minutes remammg ofthe first stan-

SupérSport.carved out the first  zaafter they were awarded a penal-
chance of the match in the ninth  ty for a handball inside the area,
k

minute after Luke Fleurs headed a  Bradley Grob|
free-kick at the far post back to the  bi
dangerous area but Gabuza's out-

3 zmtcbed shotwas saved by Chippa  the far corner.

YOUR DEDICATED SPORTS FEED

U‘

I

SuperSport were forceful inattack  air to Mokoena's cross alone at the
coming from the break and they near-

Matsatsantsa made four changes, to breaking the deadlockinthe 26th 1y doubled their lead on the hour--
ummmmmmm ‘minute &omé\a setﬁ@xem as Sandile malkemergupmked on_.st Gabum

Mothwa flat-footed at the 1 ear post
SupetSport made it 3-0 wi
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far post and guided a
header to the back
ofa gaping net.
Sipho Mbule
but his free header was saved by came close to
making it 4-0
However, Grobler eventually made £ 0
it 2-0 for the hosts and grabbed his  Matsatsantsa
brace with a powerful low strike  with seven min-
from the edge of the box that caught utes remaining
with a dipping
_ strike from range that
‘minutes remaining after Fleurs beat ~ was tipped over the barby
the offside trap and Moﬂwva inthe  Mothwa,

published in this news, .
Paper enjoys copyright protection and is reserved for the exclusive use of Eswatini Observer

Chidi Kwem had a chance to net
a consolation goal in the last five
minutes after going clear in the cen-
tre of the box but he guided a low
shot wide, one-on-one with

SuperSport goalkeeper Ronwen
Williams.

Norman Mapeza's men
were offered a chance to
get the consolation after
ﬂleywereawamdapem]
ty in stoppage time for a
handball inside the hox
but Boikanyo Komane could
not capitalise, as his spot-
kick was saved by Williams as
the hosts held on for a 3-0 victory.
Soccer Laduma




