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SUNSET GLOW: Sandile Khumalo and Pile Nxumalo enjoy the after sunset glow at Sibebe Resort, where they had
gone to enjoy their Christmas lunch. SEE MORE CHRISTMAS PICTURES INSIDE. (Pic: Simon Shabangu) PAGE 7
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78 NEW BORN BABIES o cramares

CUBAN PM

{ National News

...Her Majesty Indlovukazi
ON HRIS I M gives them 60packs Of - gy srriso pLAMINE
disposable nappies Mbabane

STORIES BY NOKUZOLA THWALA
Mankayane

AT least 78 babies were born in
the country’s hospitals on Christmas
Day.

These babies will grow sharing
their birthday with Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, that’s why they are spe-
cial.

As per the norm in the past few
years, more girls were bom than
boys. Out of the 78, 45 were girls
and 33 were boys.

Last year, a total of 55 babies were
born. Mbabane Government Hos-
pital recorded the highest number
of births.

This was revealed by Deputy
Director of Health Services Rejoice
Nkambule yesterday. She was part
of the minister of health’s entourage
when she toured Mankayane
Government Hospital on Christmas
Day. The Minister of Health Lizzy

N

ward during a tour of the

Mankayane Government Hospital
on Christmas day. Five babies
had been delivered at this point.

(Pics: Nokuzola Thwala)

Nkosi was also in the company of
Dr. Gcinile Buthelezi, the hospi-
tal’s Senior Medical Officer Dr.
Mbuso Dlamini, doctor responsi-
ble for the children’s ward Dr. Yamile

TOURING: Minister of Health
Lizzy Nkosi with the ministry’s
Tony Maseko enter the maternity

Sibakhile Mnisi.

Padilla Torres and other senior gov-
emment officials.

Nkosi visited the maternity, chil-
dren’s, male, females and TB male
wards, amongst others, in the hos-

MY MIRACLES: Makhosazane Nkambule from
Ndlinilembi admiring her twins Sibahle and

pital. The minister disclosed that it
was the first time she conducted a
tour at the hospital, noting it was
well built for a good purpose, well
ventilated and lovely in general.

INDLOVUKAZI, FNB GIFTS
FOR NEW MOTHERS

HER Majesty the Queen
Mother Indlovukazi gave
60 packs of disposable nap-
pies to 12 new born baby
mothers.

The minister said with the
nappies, they had initially
targeted Lubombo and
Shiselweni regions. Two
weeks ago they gave moth-
ers at Sulutane the dispos-
ables from Her Majesty.

“The disposable nappies
that were distributed today
were left then. We decided
to give them to the new moth-
ers and it is always a good
thing for them,” she said.
Nkosi added that as they

entered the hospital, they

Different forms of birth for twins

IN a rare situation, twins
of different genders born

were lucky to experience  three hours apart were given
and welcome a child being  pirth to differently.
delivered. She also said they The first one Sibakhile Mnisi

%?Vflgu;iﬂallu;?'g:nﬁom the a5 born naturally in the
a.nug disirigﬂted thesggngg 3m0rnjn%,;1 ke weég;:glg
02kg. twin sister
mothers, double portionfor oo pom througsh -
the mother who gave bIth  section justafer 10am weigh-
 These bags have'starter m’%’hzéﬁgger Makhosazane
gxk ;Iothes for new born Nkambule from Ndlinilembi
chaisogaveﬂnseto ; said as much as parents were
ers who gave delivered on psyched up for twins, th(‘:y
Monday and Tuesday. We =t fote hoy f.md a girl
wish them all a merry & Kypeod siosonby
el e S.he said sheha§ twins in her
> side of the family.

ter.

She, however, said she
dreamt that the other would
be a boy but the father of the
babies dismissed her. She
said all her children were
December babies.

“I dreamt that I had given
birth to twins but the other
had both genitals and the
female genitalia disappeared
and he had a penis. When I
told Mnisi, he instantly dis-
missed me.

The scan showed that there
was a girl and the other was
hidden. The father works at
Phutfumani in Matsapha.
Weird enough, all my chil-
dren were born between

December 21, 23 and 25.
Their father was born on
December 21,” elaborated
Nkambule.

The mother added that the
names were given by the
father but she never asked
what he meant by them.

Meanwhile, a baby with a
peculiar name was also born

" on the day.

Thafalethu Maseko’s moth-
er Cebile Shabangu said she
didn’t really understand what
the name meant as it was
given by the father. Her lit-
tle understanding of the name
was; ‘our territory” or ‘our

boundary’.

Mentally challenged gives birth to sixth child

- A visibly mentally challenged  Fakudze was due for a bilat-
woman gave birth to her sixth  eral tubal litigation (BTL) on
child on Christmas Day at the same day.

Mankayane Government Hos-  Tubal litigation is a surgical
pital. procedure for female sterilisa-
Tholakele Fakudze gave birth  tion in which the fallopian tubes

to a healthy baby boy Bandile

are permanently blocked or

Name of Facility

Total number of babies

Mbabane Government Hospital

20 (12 girls, 8 boys)

RFM Hospital

18 (10 girls , 8 boys)

Hlathikulu Government Hospital

11 (8 girls, 3 boys)

Mankayane Government Hospital

11 (7 girls, 4 boys)

Good Shepherd Hospital

6 (1 girl, 5 boys)

Pigg's Peak Government Hospital

5/(3 girls, 2 boys)

PRIME Minister Ambrose Mandvulo
Dlamini has congratulated the newly -
appointed Cuban Prime Minister Manuel
Marrero Cruz

He was named prime minister for a five
year term by President Miguel Diaz-Canelon
on December 21, under the new constitu-
tional provisions, and was approved unan-
imously by the National Assembly to serve
the same day.

In a statement issued on Monday by the
ministry of foreign affairs and intemnational
cooperation, Dlamini presented his com-
pliments to the Embassy of the Republic
of Cuba in Pretoria and was honoutred {o
request the embassy to transmit the con-
gratulatory message to the president and
the government of the Republic of Cuba
on the appointment of the prime minister.

“His Majesty King Mswati I, Her Majesty
the Queen Mother, the government and the
people of the Kingdom of Eswatini express
their sincere and heartfelt congratulations
on the appointment of the prime minister
of the Republic of Cuba,” he said.

He said in joining the people of the Republic
of Cuba on the happy occasion, he expressed
their firm belief that the cordial relations
which have always existed between the
two countries would continue to be enhanced
and strengthened in years to come for the
mutual benefit of the two nations and peo-
ple.

He also offered the prime minister his
highest considerations and best wishes for
his continued health as well as peace and
prosperity for the people of the Republic
of Cuba. He added that the ministry of for-
eign affairs and international cooperation
availed itself to renew to the Republic of
Cuba the assurances and highest consid-
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STORIES BY STARSKY MEHONTH
Nhlangano
i TSR . Sl

A mob of about 20 individuals brutally
murdered two Mamba brothers, Muzi (31)
and Mxolisi (29) of Letindze, KaNkonjwa,
by hacking, stabbing and further stoning
them to death on Christmas Eve.

Letindze is a community between Sithobelweni
and Ngudzeni Constituencies, which is part-
ly in the Lubombo and Shiselweni regions.

Itis alleged that spears, axes, bush-knives,
knives and stones used in the incident were
collected from the scene as exhibits by
Sithobelweni police.

The two brothers were dragged out of their
home on Tuesday aftemoon by the enraged
mob which took tums assaulting them in what
was a_never been before witnessed incident
in the community. It isalleged that it all start-
ed when one of thedeceased persons, Mxolisi
attacked another resident at a funeral three
weeks ago whom hestabbed around the arm.

This incident was amicably resolved by the
warring parﬁes‘thoughiis“"h that it was not

...family still shocked, nine
suspects arrested

even reported to the police.

However, Mxolisi reportedly threatened to
assault the same resident when they were in
a watering hole (shebeen); something that is
suspected to have enraged the community.

Upon invading the Mamba homestead, the
angry mob found only the deceased brothers.

“Kube bawutfola wonkhe umndeni waka-
Mamba, ngabe kuvalwe ngelihlahla,” one of
our sources said.

Others said one of the deceased, though
unconscious, was dragged to a sports field
where they continued to assault him with all
sorts of objects.

“We are not sure what motivated the killings
or if it has anything to do with the threats
uttered by the deceased (Mxolisi) in his drunk-
en stupor, “said an impeccable source.

Chief Police Information and Communications
Officer, Superintendent Phindile Vilakati con-
firmed the incident, adding that nine suspects
had already been arrested and would appear
in court Soo1.
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SURE W}IY SONS KHJLED = Wea:esadbmmﬂ:ewoﬁd
THE membmjifthe (Babe lomkhulu) of the o Iargehrs 3 flmviﬁ.glq:
deceased brothers ar¢ deoeaseﬁc}imig::}saﬁmﬂy-fﬂy %’:;tewaz aaﬁmilyve no”said.MambB-' v

- their sons  were still asking themselves LR
l::.lfekk?lsletg why thESs as towhat the two had done Thgwﬂﬁwﬁmrm

The tyo btherswerekiled  tonecessitate such gmuesome o S ‘would be taken 0

to 20peo-  murder. - .
g{e a ggll?;f cmseat,othe‘ﬂ!;l’e"?; “We are still baffled as we pathologists today.

Family appeals for financial help

_pasaideven though  will meet for all these logistics.
ON the Oﬂlﬂ' h’"d’g:f::famﬂy todecide  We appeal to anyone who can help, asina-
they were still t0 €% 50 oy were request-  urfo.

the date of the fun€ras = = oo the funer-
ing for help from anyo gy ;
al expenses. e fun

“Weare yettodecide ?;mgﬁ ?::
once we are done with £

Coffins and food; we can appreciate what-
ever donation from those willing to assist us,”
said Mamba. _

Mamba can be reached at 7813 2312.

mob behaving in this manner |

“Don’t touch political activists’

STORIES BY SIFISO NHLABATSI
High Court

HIGH Court Judge Nkosinathi
Maseko has ordered that no
action should be taken against
political activists.

This is while the court is still
dealing with the issue of the
legality of the search warrants
which were used to seize the
documents and electronic gad-
gets belonging to the activists.

Judge Maseko made this order
on Christmas Eve after the polit-
ical activists approached the
High Court where they chal-
lenged the legality of the search
warrants used against them.

Sibongile Mazibuko, Wandile
Dludlu, Jan Sithole and Musa
Nkambule have since, through
their attorney Thulani Maseko,
approached the High Court to
seek for redress in the issue.

Justice Maseko said he was
now dealing with the matter

Political activi

FOLLOWING the issuing of
search warrants which saw
items belonging to political
activists being confiscated by
the police, have since
approached the High Court
to seek for redress.

The four made an urgent appli-
cation at the High Court on
Christmas Eve. They were rep-
resented by senior lawyer Thulani
Maseko.

The matter appeared before
Judge Nkosinathi Maseko.
Representing the crown was
Deputy Attorney General Mbuso
Simelane.

The political activists want
the search warrants issued against
them set aside as they argue
that this is because they do not

- comply with the requirements

of Section 46 of the Criminal
Procedure and Evidence Act,
1938 (the Act) as read with

- Section 22 of the Constitution,

Act No. 001 of 2005.

The political activists also
sought for an order directing
police to hand back the docu-
ments and electronic gadgets
including cellphones and lap-
tops, taken from them during
the raids conducted at their

- homesteads by the police.

The applicants submitted that
they have been deprived of their
mobile cellular phones, laptops
gmd tablets and other electron-
1€ gadgets rendering their lives

. disorganised, yet electronic gad-

gets are vital instruments in
modern societies as these are
used not only for communi-
;:nagnf] purposes but for bank-
, Mone

e Yy transfers and pay-

Maseko further submitted that
this is a busy time of the year
and depriving the political
actvists the use of their gad-
EE1S means they may not be
able to execyte certain trans-

where the applicants are chal-

lenging the warrants and the

very same search warrants which

will result to their arrest.
Stated

The judge stated that he does
not want to see a situation where-
by political activists are arrest-
ed while the matter is pending.

“What guarantee are we giv-
ing to the nation that once peo-
ple are in court trying to enforce
their rights in the meantime
they are arrested?

Why can’t the court process-
es be finished first,” Judge
Maseko stated.

He said he will not allow a
situation whereby individuals
come to court and then the next
day they are arrested on the
very same allegations which
they made before court and
have not been answered by gov-
ernment.

In their submissions the appli-
cants indicated that given the
haste with which the searches

were conducted there is a like-
lihood that the police intend
arresting them for crime save
for expressing themselves on
the governance of the country-

The applicants indicated that
the police seek to use the infor-
mation obtained from the gac!-
gets to develop the basis of their
arrest and detention.

They said the police were
likely to formulate criminal
charges and haul them before
a court of law on the basis of
information unlaw fully obtained.

The applicants stated that once
they are charged, their right to
a presumption of innocence as
guaranteed in Section 21 (2) (a)
of the Constitution will be
infiinged as they will be charged
with criminal offences that have
no basis in law given the unlaw-
fulness of the search warrants.

The matter will be argued
before court on 8 January before
the same Judge.

Investigations started months back
now at 95% complete - Crown

THE investigations that
led to the seizure of items
belonging to political
activists started some
months back.

This was revealed by the
Crown, which is represent-
ed by Assistant Deputy
Attorney General Mbuso
Simelane in the matter that
is now at the High Court.
Simelane indicated that if
anything will be found by
the police on the seized
items, it will just be five per
cent of what the police
already have.

He said it would just be a
drop in the ocean. Simelane
argued that whatever crime
is alleged to be committed
by the applicants, it would
continue abated if they are

actions as they see fit and expe-
dient. The applicants stated
that in this modern world of
technology they have been great-
ly inconvenienced by the seizure
of their cellphones and other
electronic gadgets.
Important

They said these are important
in the running and managing
their daily lives, including bank-
ing facilities.

The attorney stated that the
search warrants are an aberra-
tion of the rule of law in that
they amount to a continuation
and perpetuation ofan l_mlaw.
ful act as they fall outside the
ambit of Section 46 and there-
fore constitute a violation of
Qection 22 of the Constitution
which guarantees the rights to
privacy. _

Maseko argued that the police
intend to use whatever infor-
mation they may find in the

let free. The Crown informed
the court that they do not
know what next move the
applicants are planning.

Simelane stated that the
applicants ccme to court
claiming that they are PUDE-
MO presidents and secre-
taries, which are prosecribed
entities in the country.

He said the very same indi-
viduals were claiming that
they will do whatever pleas-
es them and the courts must
not do anything to them.

Justice Maseko indicated
thathe has a problem because
on one hand the matter is
‘before court and the infor-
‘mation at his disposal is that
the search warrants might
result into arrest without
warrant. -

political activists gadgets to
mstjmtf: criminal proceedings,
yet the information would have
bee_m unlawfully and unconsti-
tutmng]ly obtained. Maseko
suprplﬁed that the political
activists are susceptible to unlaw-
g;ls‘;agd malicious prosecution
on evidence uni

obtained. e

He added that if the matter is
not heard urgently and the over-
ly broad search warrants remain
ul l‘iﬁe‘:t’ the applicants are at
gzta?rt; %emg Prosecuted and

€d on the bhagj
unlawfi] Process, e
Coming

Maseko said the 1y gh Co

was justified in Coming to :11-2
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Food, laughter, love at Lugogoon Day

BY ANDILE DLAMINI

s

IT was a Christmas filled with food, laugh-
ter and love at the Lugogo Sun Christmas
lunch on Wednesday.

Families filled the Ilanga Restaurant to cel-
ebrate the birth of Christ in buffet style.

The hotel also had a raffle draw for the
families who came for the lunch. The prizes
included dinner and lunch vouchers from
Lugogo Sun Hotel and the Royal Swazi
Hotel, skin care products and other surprise
gifts that were not visible as they were
wrapped. The families came all out to cel-
ebrate this day, with others saying that they
specifically came to Lugogo because they

love the food that the hotel serves on this ;g pye THREE OF US: Dineo Mogathusi came

special day. The hotel staff was also Christmas ; ] . L o posing for th
ready as they came dressed for the day in Ut to have lunch with her sons T hando and TIS THE SEASON: Staff from Lugogo posing for the
Christmas attire. Ngcebo Matsebula. camera during the Christmas lunch.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Themba Xaba spen
er's birthday, Sibongile Xaba.

- -
FAMILY TIME: Peter, Nikiwe, Mayibongwe and ' with his wife Pati .
Nosmilo Nxumalo posing for our lenses during the DESSERT: The cake that the hotel had wiie Patience, son Bandzile and daugh-

by ter Simlindile Wi
i baked for its ts. ere also th d,'fﬁmok time to
lunch b3 guests. pose for [ : ere ana Lot
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TIBIYO TAKA NGWANE
Lomawa House, Lozithehlezi P. 0. BOX 181, Kwaluseni M201 Tel: +266 2510 1390 Fax: 268 1399/1306
A NATION IN PROGRESS

TIBIYO TAKA NGWANE RELEASES 50TH ANNIVERSARY

COMMEMORATIVE PUBLICATION

Lozitha - Tibiyo Taka Ngwane has released a publication documenting its 50-year history. The book
was commissioned by the organisation to trace its formative years leading to its present day.

The organisation's Managing Director Dr Absalom Themba Dlamini said the publication would shed
light on the historical narrative of Tibiyo Taka Ngwane, particularly how it had evolved to be a
profitable, sustainable entity that supported the nation's cultural, social, educational and economic
development programmes. It highlights the challenges and achievements it has faced in pursuing its
mandate in the face of changing social and economic landscapes. “Tibiyo Taka Ngwane was
established in 1968 with a mandate to support the nation, which was at its early stages of its
independence, ensuring in particular, that the new nation was self-sufficient economically, remained
peaceful, retained its cultural identity and was socially stable,” said Dr Dlamini.

The content of the publication was well researched and compiled, and facts were verified with
relevant authorities, assured Dr Dlamini, adding that the documentation of such information was
important in assisting the organisation and the nation to reflect on how far it had come as well as
proposals on how it would position itself for the future. He thanked His Majesty Ingwenyama for
commissioning and supporting the documentation and publication of the organisation's history. “We
thank His Majesty Ingwenyama and Her Majesty Indlovukazi for their continued guidance and
support, and we remain inspired by their vision of ensuring that Tibiyo Taka Ngwane's performance
is measured against its contribution to the development agenda of the Kingdom of Eswatini,” he
said. He also thanked the organisation's Main Committee for supporting and participating in the

compilation of the publication.

Dr Dlamini paid tribute to companies, organisations and individuals who supported the publication.
“We are extremely humbled by the companies that sent messages of support and g_oodwill to the
organisation. On behalf of Tibiyo Taka Ngwane, may I convey our deepest appreciation for your
support and your continued partnership with the organisation. | would also like thank individuals and
organisations who shared their valuable m§tltutloqal memory with our editorial team. Among these
are business associates, former Prime Minister Prince Mabandla, Prince Mhlambanyatsi as well as
leaders of past Imbali and Lutsango LwakaNgwane. Your contribution was highly appreciated ang

valued,” he concluded.

ect was led by Dr Dlamini himself working with a team from his organisation. Dy Mike
a was the lead researcher and compiler. The Managing Director thanked him and his team
gent work in collecting and vernfy:pg lnformatnon. Copies of the publication will be
tegic distribution points and public information centres.

The proj
Matsebul :
for doing a dili
available atstra

Dr Absalom Themba Dlamini
MANAGING DIRECTOR

| DOC20796
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Neighbours plead
for help for ailing
Mkhulu (76)

BY BONGUMUSAH SIMELANE
Mbabane

AN elderly man from Mpholi in Manzini
is pleading with the public to help rebuild
his dilapidated house.

The elderly man, Bacondzile Khumalo, who
is 76 years old, stays alone and is a sickly per-
son. His neighbours in support have also
appealed on his behalf to help in rebulding
the house for Khumalo.

One of the residents of Mpholi, who com-
mented on condition of anonymity, said the
old man’s situation worsens day-by-day.

He said there were times where Khumalo
would go to bed on an empty stomach.

What worries the residents most is that
Khumalo still has relatives and some of them
work.

“This is very sad and as neighbours we
think it’s high time we mobilise resources to
help Khumalo because we cannot sit back
and watch.” he said.

On another note, it transpired that Khumalo
was once offered help by one of his relatives
who was discouraged by some family mem-
bers after insiuating that he was bragging
about his money. :

Contribute

The family members said he should not con- -

struct the house as they would contribute
equally and build him one.

“That’s when we noted that there were a lot
of problems between the old man and his fam-
ily members,” said the resident.

He said when he visited Khumalo a‘cou-

 ple of days ago, he found that he only hada - _

vetkoek which Khumalo said was from the
previous week and there was nothing else to
eat.

He said the house was in a terrible state such
that the roof leaks and the walls make it easy
for lizards and mice to gain entry into the
house.

The resident further said the old man need-
ed attention as he was a sickly person. He
said Khumalo also needed a wheelchair as
the one he used was now damaged.

He then pleaded with anyone who may have
assistance of any sort to help the old man.

GHRISTMAS MONTH
FROM 11 DEC 2019 - 15 JAN 2020

KEMLONG INVESTMENT (Pry) LTD €69

SPECIALISING IN: TYRE AND RINS AT WHOLESALE PRICES.
WE D0: TYRES FITTING, WHEEL BALANCING & PUNCTURE REPAY

SPECIAL!!! SPECIAL!!

175/65 R 14 NEW = E 380 EACH SET OF

10 NCH- E250 Up
12 iCH e E50 0P 10
18 0 E1B0 UP
10 0R: o E 230 UP
] [ DRS—
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[Wmﬂt tires also available from E 100 up (a sizes)
Location: plot 710, Tamboti Road Matsapha, Behind Matsapha

Police station opposite Crane feeds fam services.

FREE FITTING
We open: Monday-Saturday, from 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
Sunday & public hoidays from 3,00 am-2:00pm

VICTORY FOR LOBAMBEA
FIRE-FIGHTERS

BY NONDUDUZO KUNENE
Mbabane

AFTER weeks of unrest partic-
ularly at Lobamba Fire Station,
there has been a major reshuf-
fle of senior officers at the National
Fire and Emergency Services.

Shortly before Christmas Day,
the National Fire and Emergency
Service announced a major reshuf-
fle of senior officers effective next
month.

In a letter signed by Denis Khumalo
on behalf of the national fire chief
officer the reshuffle was aimed at
improving services.

“Their posting is with effect from
13 January 2020,” he said.

The reshuffle came as a ray of
sunshine for Lobamba fire-fight-
ers. It comes a month after they
delivered a petition to the Chief
Fire-Fighter Jabulani Ndzimandze,
where they listed a number of griev-
ances including calling for the
removal of Thamsanga Mndzebele
as Lobamba Station Manager. They
also cited horrible working condi-
tions at the station.

Following several communica-

. tions with Ndzimandze the officers

had opted to lock.down Lobamba
Fire Station if serious actions that
included the removal of Ndzimandze

were not of the defo-
i ent- liating
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mOVCd to Offcne Jeremiah Z. mn‘w bom eadyionters 10 Pag's Peak Fro dﬂ'ﬂaﬂds Of
Matsapha A the petition
EY issrae fon chi FRE s that was
Prevention. A Des handed to
From January him by the
13, 2020 workers on
Lobamba November
Fire Station will be managed by 5.
Douglas Mkhaliphi from Matsapha ~ National Union of Public Service
Fire Prevention. & Allied Workers (NAPSAWU)
Charles Mhlanga from the Royal ~ shop steward Vusi Mkhonta in an
Wing hasalso beenadded to Lobamba  interview confirmed the reshuffle.
Fire Station. “They have upgraded Lobamba
- In total, nine fire senior officers  Station to be under the supervision
across stations were affected by the  of Senior Station Officer Charles
reshuffle. Mhlanga who was based at the
The reshuffle brought hope to. , Royal Wing,” he said.
Lobamba fire-fighters as well as- -~ Mkhonta applauded the reshuf-
all the other fire stations because fle ashe said it proved beyond rea-

sonable doubt that Mndzebele had
failed the Lobamba station and to
be a team player.

“Moreover, this is a clear sign that
the officers did not have a vendet-
ta against Mndzebele.”

The shop steward added that they
had no hard feelings for Mndzebele
as they still loved and respected
him as their boss but from a dis-
tance. “We would like to thank our
union, NAPSAWU for the support
they have given to us,” he said.

He also thanked all the fire-fight-
ers from Lobamba, Siteld, Pigg’s
Peak, Mbabane and all those indi-
viduals who supported themas they
communicated their grievances.

Moreover, this is
a clear sign that
the officers did not
have a vendetta
against Modzebel

COURT STOPS PIGG’S PEAK HOTEL STRIKE

THE Industrial Court of Eswatini
has stopped a proposed strike
action by Pigg’s Peak Hotel staff
over a 13th cheque and freebies.

The employees had intended to
down tools, starting on Christmas
Eve and subsequent days. The hotel
through its attorney Sikhumbuzo
Simelane stated that the workers’
contemplated strike action was
unlawful because the workers had
not reported the dispute to CMAC
nor had there been compliance with
the Industrial Relations Act 2000.

The hotel management stated that
the Industrial Relations Act states
that there has to be proper proce-
dure followed before employees
engage in a strike action. The hotel
alleged that what the employees
wanted to do was unlawful and
would have constituted a wild-cat
strike action.

The hotel through its attorneys
argued that festive holidays, espe-
cially from 24 to 31 were the busiest
days of the year.

" The hotel submitted that the employ-
ees who had threatened to strike
were very key in the day-to-day
services of guests and if they engaged
in a strike, then there would have
been serious disruption in the oper-
ations of the hotel business.

"[‘hB court ]'ssllw an inter im inter-

dict stating that the hotel had a clear
right to engage all its employees to
report for duty and to work on

Christmas Eve and Christmas day -

and any other subsequent date there-
after. The court indicated that the
employees have legally binding
employment contracts with the hotel
which must not be violated.
Simelane submitted that the con-
tracts have legal rights and oblig-
ations. ““The respondents have issued
anotice in which they say they will
infringe the applicants’ aforesaid
right and therefore applicant is enti-

tled to an interdict,” part of the
papers submitted in court read
The court was informed that there
Wwas a reasonable apprehension of
irreparable harm and prejudice that
the hotel would suffer if the employ-
ees would not be interdicteq agd
rz-::l,lt::ined from engaging in the
strike action because
ol vould
The court further added
would be no prejudice ut)ha bteﬁ;:rfe
fered by the w.orkers if ime!'dicte(;
ﬁ'o?n proceeding with their strike
action.

It was stated that in any event fhe
issues the workers were complaining
about could be resolved through

dialoguein the workplace andalso
throughdispute resolution mecha-
nisms provided by labour laws of
the country- ‘

The hotel through its lawyers
claimed that it had no other safis-
factory omam to apply
for an inferim interdict in court
because CMAC isnow closedand
also because CMAC woulq not
have the power 10 issue and infer-
dict even if it was still opened.
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BY SIFISO DLAMINI
Mbabane

TWO people lost their lives on the
country’s roads over the Christmas
period.

Chief Police Information and
Communications Officer Superintendent
Phindile Vilakati confirmed that there
were two fatal road traffic accident
reported over the past 48 hours,

She said on Christmas Eve at 1945
hours, a 16-year-old male lost his life
after he was knocked down by a car.

She said the accident occurred along

Two killed on theroad on
Xmas, one commits suicide

Matsapha/Lozitha public road on the
Mbabane lane at Mfabantfu, when a
Mazda Demio sedan driven by a 36-
year-old man of Siphocosini knocked
down the 16-year-old teenager of
Madlenya. She said the pedestrian sus-
tained serious head injuries and was
rushed to Raleigh Fitkin Memorial
(RFM) Hospital, where he was certi-
fied dead on arrival. She said the other
accident occurred on Christmas Day at
2230 hours along Mnyokane/Maguga
public road at KaNcesi. She saida VW
Golf 5 sedan driven by a 30-year-old
man of Mnyokane lost control and
knocked guardrails, overtumned sever-

al times and fell into a valley. A 21-
year-old man of Mnyokane who was a
passenger sustained serious injuries all
over the body and was rushed to Mbabane

Government Hospital, where he was
certified dead on arrival. She said the
driver was admitted at Pigg’s Peak
Government Hospital after complain-
ing of pain all over the body. On anoth-
ernote, a man ended his life on Christmas
Day after committing suicide. She said
on Wednesday at 0745 hours, a 38-year
-old man of Lavumisa died while under-
going treatment at Mhlume Clinic after
he ingested brake fluid while at Mhlume
Hlanganani South.

BY SIBUSISO DLAMINI AND
NONDUDUZO0 KUNENE
Hbabane -

IT turned out a quieter day at the coun-
try’s busiest border post, Ngwenya as
not many travellers were coming in or
out of the country on Tuesday.

When a team from this publication vis-
ited the border gate after lunch, less than
20 travellers were getting their documents
checked and there weren’t any long queues
as per the norm around the same time dur-
ing the festive season: One Nkosi fami-
ly from South Africa who were heading
out of the country expressed their delight
at how fast the process was this time
around.

“To be honest, we wanted to be out first
thing in the moming mostly because there’s
usually a long queue and delays during
the festive, but this year it was none of
that.

You saw us walking in there and we
were all done in Jess than 15 minutes and
that’s commendable. It was also the very
same thing when we came in, SO what-
ever the govenment did, it’s really work-
ing because we’ll be able to get to Gauteng
before it gets too dark.

Eswatini is home forus because we have
family down in Malkems and we spend
our holidays with them. We have been
sight-seeing for the past week and unfor-
tunately this time, our visit has been cut
short due to the fact that my wife has to
report for work,” said Jackson Nkosi.

8 pr. Tsai Yuan
Chun attending
to an elderly

| woman

during the
outreach
service at }
" | Mhlambanyats’.

Tatwan Medical Mission serves
260 at Mhlambanyatsi constituency

BY BONGUMUSH SIMELANE
Mbabane

many senior citizens complained
of blurred vision and they may pos-
sibly be suffering from cataract,
which is a degenerative lens dis-

THE Taiwan Medical Mission ease that is common with the elder-
treated 260 community mem- ly. Usually patients with cataract
bers from Mhlambanyatsi may suffer from photophobia, pro-
Constituency during an outreach  gressive nearsightedness or loss of

service at Mlindazwe High last  distance vision and eventually loss

When asked on the places that he and
his family had visited this year, he said
they headed down to Siphofaneni for two
lodges they hadn’t seen before.

“We task our family locally with check-
ing for spots throughout the year that we
can then check out together in the festive.

This time, we went down to Lubombo
region at Siphofaneni for Wendy’s Lodge
where we enjoyed ourselves fully,” he
said. Meanwhile, nothing was out of the
ordinary in the second busiest border date
in the country, Lavumisa, which was also
not busy as in previous years.

At the time the border was visited posts
from noon till 1500 hours, only a few peo-
ple went through the immigration process
on both ends. Notably, a few tourists used
the border. Most individuals who were
interviewed were heading home as they
work in South Africa, mostly in KwaZulu-
Natal. In addition, most of the travellers

- even then were manageable and nothing

cited that they were early to beat the queues
which are normally longer after noon but
that was not the case this time around.
The short queues were also welcomed
by the immigration staff as well as the
travellers. This is because they said it
made their work easy and less stressful.
However, the officers were not relaxed
as they indicated that the numbers nor-
mally escalated from 1700 hours. That
seemed not to be the case as the queues

out of the ordinary happened on both sides
of the border post. Worth mentioning -,
every counter at the border had an offi-
cer which was ready to serve travellers
coming in and out of the country. This
was testimony to what the ministry of
home affairs communicated at the begin-
ning of the festive season that they have

Saturday.

A total of 11 doctors from Taiwan
Medical Mission held the outreach  includes age, smoking, diabetes
service, which saw 130 females, mellitus, sunlight exposure and

free medication.
During the service, Dr. Tsai Yuan  outreach under Mhlambanyatsi
Chun mentioned thatapupil came  Inkhundla. The location was rec-
with an ear discharge problemand ommended by the Member of
hearing impairment. After exam- Parliament Petros Mavimbela.
ining the minor’s ear with an oto-
scope they discovered a turbid tionto Taiwan Mission for the ser-
eardrum, which is likely to be an  vices rendered and said in the near
acute ofitis media. This is aninfec-  future, the mission may have anoth-
tion that occurs behind the eardrum.  er outreach service at Lundzi.
“Most of the otitis media may be
treated without antibiotic treatment - many communities that need the
but the prevention for further ofi- medical assistance. “It is important
tis media should not be overlooked. ~ for us to hold outreach services in
To prevent recurrent of the ofifis  the rural areas as the mission under-
media, parents should maintain . stands that it may be difficult for
environmental hygiene for chil- community members, especially
dren, washing hands and toys fre-  the elderly to seek medical atten-
quently, and prevent flu infection, tion,” he said.
choose breast-feeding during infan-
cy and also prevent smoking,”said  Mission is planning to hold six out-
beefed up staff to endure smooth opera-  Chun.

of vision as lens opacity develops.
He said risk factors of cataract

SMOOTH: : : :
81 males and 49 pupils treated. long-term use of corticosteroid.
The only ; 0
Uoteiat The outreach team included spe-  Thus, it is important to have good
g = cialists in pediatrician, orthopedic, lifestyle habits and control of blood
avunusg general medicine, urologist and  sugar.
Border Post neurosurgeon from Taiwan Medical ~ He wamned the patients not to for-
o Tuesday. Mission and volunteers from Southem ~ get to wear sunglasses to protect
(Pic: Afiica Nazarene University (SANU).  eyes from sunlight exposure.
Nonduduzo The outreach provided physical ~ He went on to say that it was a
Kunene ) check-up, disease consultationand  pleasure for the Taiwan Medical

Mission to conduct the medical

Mavimbela expressed apprecia-

Mavimbela said there were still

In 2020, the Taiwan Medical

reach services in different con-

tions. Dr. Hsieh, Shang-Jung noted that ~ stituencies.

Stay away from crime, Chief Milotshwa II tells subjects

BY BONGUMUSH SIMELANE

CHIEF Milotshwa 1I 0”_(”"
Liba in the Shiselweni region
has urged his subjects 0 StY
away from crime. :
The chief was speaking éuﬂtflg
the end of year meeting Witl (¢
inner council and his Subjects
held at Ka-Liba Royal Kraal o1
Sunday. :
He said it was very Womy'’&
tosee a lot of young pﬁUPle from
the chiefdom involved in €M™
inal activities. :
He noted that this was letting
down the efforts of the author-
ties and the society as 2 W1% ?é
in making sure that the area 1
crime free,
He stated that it has been 82902
that young people involved 1

criminal activities such as theft
and rustling,

The chiefmentioned that there
is a need to come up with solu-
tions to address such issues in
the area. “We are going to find
itdifficult to attain His Majesty’s
Vision 2022 if such things are
still hard to solve, so I call upon
everyone to frown upon any crim-
inal activity,” he said.

He went on to say as a com-
munity, they would do all in their
power to see the lives of the young
people being transformed.

Dlamini called upon all reli-
gious leaders to work hand-in-
hand with the authorities in com-
ing up with solutions that will
see the area transformed spiri-
tually, socially and economical-
ly.

He added that the issue of rustling
in the area was increasing at an

alarming rate. He said the resi-
dents need to champion the fight
against these crimes.

The chicf stated that if this act
continues without being addressed,
it could stall the development of
the area and it is currently drag-
ging down the name of the chl‘ef—
dom as it appears that those behind
all the nefarious acts are from
the area.

He further called for peace and
unity among the residents say-
ing nothing will ever be achieved
without the two.

He said if there is peace, progress
in every aspect of life is inevitable
and that is what is recommend-
ed.

“Without peace there is noth-
ing we can do or even achieve
50 it will be very wise for all of
us to be each other’s keeper at
all times,” he said.

LIQUOR NOTICE

Itis lyereby notified for general information that
the Liquor Licensing Board will hold its sitting to
hear the following applications at the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Trade Conference
Roomon the 13 JANUARY starting at 09.00am.

Region HHOHHO

1. SENELISO C. SILINDZA, P. O. Box 1309
RENEWAL of a WINE AND MALT

Liquor Licence situated at NGWENYA

known as
SUMMERTIME WINE & MALT.

Any person who wishes to lodge an objection
to the above-mentioned application may do
so with the Secretary of the Liquor Licensing
Board in writing, sending a copy to the
applicant by registered mail to reach him/her
at least ten days hefore the sitting of the

Board,

SECRETARY LIQUOR LICENSING BOARD
P.O. BOX 451
MBABANE

s B 7612 3834

WARRANT OF EXECUTION |
AGAINST MOVABLE PROPERTY |

PSS SRR P e

HELD AT MANZINI 3

In the matter between: CASE NO: 919/2019
ELLEN FUTHI MAS

L Lalzy PLAINTIFF
RICHARDN MAGISHA DEFENDANT :'
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE is hereby given t

of execution issuscﬂ)y me!fgﬁrf_‘fg:t to a warrany

in the above matter, the y, Nourable Court |
will be sold by public auctig?.eg;" ,a,:“"med D'ODeFt;'t ‘
Courtforthe istrict of Manzinj_ 8 MeSsenger of |

VENUE: Manzini Magj
TIME: 11:0 gistrate Court ¢
DATE 0am ar Park

Friday 27th December 294 i

1. Mazda Verissa
Colour silver pre
Registration PSD 213 Cm

Dated at Manzini on thj
X IS 19th Dece,
Mmbey 2019

Bongani Zikalaja
essenger of court

—

Rm139719
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BY SIFISO NHLABRTSI
Mbabane

-

MEMBERS of the public, espe-
cially those buying food in bulk for
stokvels, have been urged to be
careful when purchasing in large
quantities from shops.

This follows a discovery that some
shop owners fiddle with expiry dates
for spoiled food items that should be
taken out of the shelves.

Information gathered is that some
shop owners go as far as replacing
the original expiry date in food items

|
i

HEALTHSCAR

...as shop owners fiddle with expiry dates

with an extended one. Some of those
who have fallen prey to these antics
are those who were buying food in
bulks for stokvels.

Manzini is where this illegal prac-
tice has been found to be rife. This
has led to Manzini Municipal Council
Public Relations Officer Mathokoza
Thwala to sending out a stern warn-
ing to members of the public.

Thwala said consumers should thor-
oughly check food labels for dates of
expiry before buying items this fes-
tive.

He said council had since intensi-
fied health inspections in shops around

BRING TH =
WHOLE (REW!

FULL DECK PLATTER SERVES 5
i Bring the'whole crew!!
e R

%

¥
v

town. He said during these inspec-

tions bakkie loads of expired and other

not-fit-for-consumption food items
were removed from the shelves.

Thwala said the health inspection
operation is still on-going. Pointing
out to some of the shocking discov-
eries made by council during the oper-
ation, Thwala said some shop own-
ers fiddled with the expiry date while
others covered it with an extended
one.

“That's an illegal practice,” Thwala
stated.

In one food item, two expiry dates
were found which indicates that the
item had long expired while another
expiry date which was on top of the
original one indicated that the item
will expire on December 31, 2020.

The Municipal Council of Manzini
has since pleaded with consumers not
to buy expired food stuff no matter
the price discount. “Always check
the expiry date. Don't buy if the date
has been scratched or replaced,”
Thwala stated.

Meanwhile, consumers have been
wamned to look out for blown, leak-
ing, dented and rusted tins. These,
according to Thwala, must be avoid-
ed at all costs.

Those who will be shopping in town
were urged to be always on the look-
out for the food establishment's grade.
Thwala said shops with Grade A and
B labels were quite safe to buy from

FIDDLED: A food item with a forged expiry date extended

fo 2020.

while Grade C is not so bad but requires
caution.

He said shops with Grade D were
a danger zone.

Thwala added that as a municipal-
ity they have worked so hard with
regard to grading of shops. He said
they used to have up to Grade F but
recently phased out Grades E and F.
“We've actually wamed the business

sector that even Grade D will not be
tolerated in our city in the near firfure,”
Thwala stated.

The municipality public relations
officer stated that they conduct rou-
tine inspections throughout the year.
He said they decided to friple the ener-
gy during this time of the year because
they have realised that most crime
elements usually double the rate of

Assault case leads police to stumble on 10.8kg dagga
B? SIZWE DLAMINI of dagg.a -at his homestead near After receiving the phone call, Pigg’s
. , Pigg’s Peak Nsangwini on Sunday. Peak police raced o the scene and locat-
' ' Ocean Baskst Gables. | =5 sy nitially, thepolice whomade the dis-  ed Dlamini at his homestead.
‘ " Bzulwini only, e covery were responding to a distress  When the police gained access to the
W o:glgml‘azg g ~ POLICE who were initially investi- call received from Geinile Mhlanga, homestead they started to interview
i contaot 211" 1520176026203 goirieee ‘ gating a man for an assault case ended who claimed that she had been assault-  Dlamini pertaining tothe alleged assault
. . ' up busting him for possession of 10.8kg  ed by Melusi Dlamini. incident. However, during the interview

Dlamini led the police to a secluded
room near his bedroom. This action
proved costly as when the police entered
the room they were overcome by a very
strong smell of dagga. This led to the
police enquiring aboutthe banned sub-
stance and ended up amresting Dlamini
after finding the daggeconcealed inside
three large refuse bags. After making
the arrest, Dlaminiappeared at the Pigg’s
Peak Magistrate’s Court with police
officer Sandile Dlamini who gave the
aforementioned details. The case was
then referred to the High Court of Eswatini
by Pigg’s Peak Magistrate Sibonelo
Dlamini for purposes of bail applica-
tion due to the size of the dagga found
in his possession.

THE FESTIVES
IT'S FAM TIME

5 PIECE CHICKEN, 4 ZINGER WINGS AND L
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such illegal acts during this time of the year.

Those who come across food items that are
unfit for human consumption have been urged
to contact town coungi.

The number for those who want to report the-
spoiled food items found in shops is 2508 5034,
2508 5037 or Council's 24/7 Call Centre (800
2004/2505 7000), '

The Municipal Council of Mbabane has also
sent outa wamning to consumers. A message from
the communications office warned consumers
against purchasing of unsound or unsafe food
commodities.

The message stated that this is a time where
shoppers buy impulsively in bulk without pay-
ing much attention to the condition of the food
items. ; -

“Members of the public are therefore cautioned
to be on the lookout for any defects on food
items,” part of the message from Mbabane
Municipality reads,

Usual procedure dictates that non-complying
food premises are served with notices to rectify
the short comings. In cases where expired or
unsound food is found in shops, the food is seized
and sanitary disposed at the landfill.

The ministry of commerce industry and trade
when drawn for comment on this issue indicat-
ed that the municipalities have their own regu-
lations on how they deal with such offenders.
Ministry of Commerce Communications Officer
Thabile Mdluli said in urban areas town coun-
cils have their own health inspectors while in the
rural areas government provides health inspec-
tors.
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OVC, elderly enjoy Christmas
lunch at Gogo Nde Orphanage

BY BONGUMUSA SIMELANE
Mbabane

GOGO Nde Orphanage brought
smiles to over 130 elderly and
orphaned and vulnerable children
(OVC) during Christmas Day.

The orphanage, which is situated
at Ka-Zenzile in Hlatikulu, saw the
elderly and OVC having a Christmas
lunch courtesy of Philani Maswati’s
Donate-A-Can campaign where the
‘orphanage was one of the beneficia-
ries. Speaking shortly after the
Christmas lunch, Tsabile Simelane,
famously known as Gogo Nde, said
it was very humbling to see the less
priviledged in the community enjoy-
ing Christmas like everyone.

She said the orphanage usually hosts
Christmas lunches every year for the
less priviledged in the area and this
year was the biggest lunch they ever
had due to the many pole who sup-
ported the cause.

Simelane added that it is not only
the Donate-A-Can campaign that
supported them but it was also God
Never Fails Ministries’ Bishop N.D
Nhlapho who pumped in E15 000
towards the Christmas lunch. Nhlapho
made the donation during Divine
Ministries’ Gala Dinner recently,
where he was the guest speaker.

She said over 100 orphaned and
vulnerable children came to enjoy
Christmas at the orphanage and about

~ 30 elderly were also treated to the

best meal.
“We have been very blessed this

.~‘ —41‘4"‘

CHRISTMAS TIME: Some of the orphans at Gogo Nde's [ |

year as we have more than enough
food for our beneficiaries and I hope
they also enjoyed their meals,” she
added.

Simelane went on to say they also
donated food parcels to four fami-
lies from Ka-Zenzile and Hlatikulu.
She said these were families that were
mostly in need of the food parcels
were assisted courtesy of Philani

Maswati Charity Organisation through !

the campaign.

“Among the four families is one |

that is dependent on an elderly woman
who stays with her grandchildren and

the other is headed by a widow who

stays with her three children and she
is a sickly person,” Simelane said.

Among the donors who made the |
day brighter for the OVC was one |
Mavimbela family which is origi- :
nally from Eswatini but has since
relocated to South Africa. The fam- |
ily also brought some food stuffs and

was even present during the lunch.

Gogo Nde voiced her deepest appre- :

ciation to all those who believe in her
vison with the orphanage. She said
it is not that she wants to be famous

but she was all about caring for the

needy. Simelane further stated that
her vision about the orphanage is to
see it having its own premises to

house a vocational training centre,a |
créche, soup kitchen and a home for

the elderly.

“I would like to urge the nationand |
other companies to emulate the spir- |
it of Philani Maswati Charity |
Organisation because there isnoway |
we can beat poverty without collab-

oration,” she said.

e
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Orphanage during their Christmas lunch at KaZenzile.
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Woman fined E500 for false
birth certificate particulars

BY VUYILE DLAMINI
Mbabane Magistrates Court

A woman desperate to have her
birth certificate handled in a
y manner was arrested after
she submitted false information.
Thuli Nkonyane (50) of Mahlanya
was alleged to have submitted incor-
rect or false documents when she
made an application for her birth
certificate. According to court
records, Nkonyane was found guilty
of having contravened the
Identification Order of 1998 when
she, on April 9 at the ministry of
home affairs in Mbabane, gave out
incorrect particulars for birth to an
immigration officer.
Nkonyane did this knowing that

the particulars were false and mis-
leading and in doing so for the pur- |
pose of obtaining the birth certifi- |

cate.

employment.

Magistrate Sifiso Vilakati sentenced

her to serve five months in prison,
with the option to pay a fine of |

E500.

In her mitigation before the court, |
Nkonyane stated that her husband |
was unemployed and she needed !
the birth certificate in order to seek

) FQOCUS on DD cases “5

XMAS DD OFFENDERS

TAKE ONE TOO MANY

STORIES BY BONGIWE DLAMINI
Manzini

D

AFTER enjoying Christmas Day fes-
tivities, several road traffic offend-
ers confessed to have taken one too
many drinks.

This was an excuse put forward by
some of the road traffic offenders who
appeared before Magistrate Xolile
Nxumalo at the Manzini Magistrate’s
Court yesterday. One of these offend-
ers, Kukhanya Dlamini, who was arrest-

ed yesterday while at Kwaluseni, told
the court that he found himself indulging
in more alcohol than necessary as he
got too thirsty.

Dlamini was arrested for driving while
under the influence of alcohol. His alco-
hol content was 1.15mg/l.

In mitigation, Dlamini told the court
that, “Bengitsi ngehlisa koma kani sen-
gitotsatsa kakhulu kwatise kutsi
belunguKhismusi ngayitolo.”

Another offender, Thembinkosi Ndlela,
who was arrested on Christmas Day
along the Police Academy in Matsapha,

p[eaded for the court’s leniency when
meting out sentence.

He said breaking the law was not his
intention as he was only trying to quench
his thirst after a good Christmas meal.
Ndlela’s alcohol specimen reading was
0.42mg/l.

<Bengitsi ngehlisa emafutsa enyama
fani sengephula umiserfo,” he said.

Dlamini and Ndlela were sentenced
to 12 months imprisonment with an
option of E1 700 fine and six months
imprisonment with an option of E800
fine, respectively.

I’d rather walk next time - DD offender

AFTER finding himself before the
court of law, a drunk driver swore
never to risk it by asking for a lift
from equally intoxicated people.
Mandisa Dlamini was before Magistrate

i Nxumalo on a charge of driving while

intoxicated.

He was arrested on Christmas Day
near Checkers in Manzini while driving
a Toyota vehicle with registration num-
ber SSD 320 CM. His alcohol speci-
men reading was 1.22mg/l, exceeding
the legal limit of 0.38mg/1.

In addition to this charge, Dlamini was
also charged for stopping in the middle
of the road, blocking other road users
from accessing the public road freely.

In mitigation, Dlamini told the court
that he is not usually keen on driving
but on this day, he was forced to get

. behind the wheel as the people from

whom he had asked for a lift were intox-

‘Choose your ride.
Drink. Drive. Go to Jail.

.

icated. He said he was forced to drive
because he felt the need to take over
from the initial driver because he was
too drunk.

“I promise that the same mistake won’t

b

happen again. Instead, I'd rather walk
than ask for a ride from drunk motorists,”
he said. Dlamini was sentenced to 15
months imprisonment with an option
of E2 200 fine.

Offender pleads guilty after denying charges

A road traffic offender startled the
court when he vehemently denied the
charges levelled against him but plead-
ed guilty at the same time.

Bongani Shongwe faced three counts
of contravening the Road Traffic Act
0f2007, with the first one being that of
driving while under the influence of
alcohol.

According to his charge sheet, Shongwe
was amrested on Christmas Day at Ngwane
Park while driving a VW sedan with
registration number HSD 119 CH.

He was suspected to have driven this
vehicle while intoxicated.

His second charge was for refusing to
have his breath specimen reading taken
by a traffic police officer. Additionally,
he was also charged for failing to com-

: . ply with instructions by the same offi-

“Your Worship, my husband’s |
unemploymenthas putusinabad |
space and I was desperate to pro-
vide for our family. I submitted the
false records to speed up the process
when applying for the birth cer- |
tificate,” Nkonyane stated. After |
hearing her mitigation, presiding

cer. When asked of his plea to the afore-
mentioned charges, Shongwe denied
that he was intoxicated when driving
his car.

However, he pleaded guilty to the
chfnge. Regarding the first count, Shongwe
said he was not drunk since he had never
taken alcohol in his life.

For the second count, he conceded
that he had refused to have his breath
specimen taken due to that he was not
comfortable about the breathalyser that

- OTHER OFFENDERS

1. Sipho Nhlabatsi

2. Njabulo Magagula

3. Mduduzi Methula .

4, Lukhetfo Dlamini

5. Thando Monde Bhembe
6. Linda Petros Diamini

7. Petros Chisuko Zimala
8. Angel Nxumalo

9: Muzi Mamba

10. Meluleki Thwala

11. Sifiso Diamini

12. Mbangiseni Mavimbela
13. Bheki Wilson Dlamini
14. Thobile Makhubu

15. Celumusa Zwakele Dlamini

-

the officer wanted_h]m to uée. Inthls
regard, Shongwe said he refused becayge
tf;;mmmysaaweﬂwdw have been

8 months imprisonment/ E1 200 fine
12 months imprisonment/ E1 400 fine
8 months imprisonment/ E1 400 fine
8 months imprisonment/ E1000 fine
12 months imprisonment/ E1 600 fine
14 months imprisonment/ E1 800 fine
12 months imprisonment/ E1 100 fine
10 months imprisonment/ E1 400 fine
12 months imprisonment/ 1000 fine
10 months imprisonment/ E1 200 fine
10 months imprisonment/ E1 400 fine
10 months imprisonment/ E1 200 fine
12 months imprisonment/ 1 500 fine
12 months imprisonment/ E1 700 fine
18 months imprisonment/ E2 600 fine

On the countof failing to comply with
instructions by he police officer, Shongwe
said he did nothear of any instructions
by the officer. When given an oppor
tunity to mitigate, Shongwe apologmd
for the offences though he said he was

not sure of them. .
“Ayidle itishivele Nkhost yenkantolo

noma ngingawati kahle lamacala,” he
said. e

He was sentenced to 20 months impns-
onnez:;swithm option of E3 000 fine
for his offences.
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SA woman, 2 others
nabbed for DD on
Christmas Day

STORIES BY VUYILE DLAMINI
Mbabane Magistrates Conrt

WHILE many people celebrated Christmas
with friends and families, others spent the
day behind bars after being nabbed by traf-
fic police officers for drink-driving.

In what may be deemed as the quietest day
in law enforcement history, only three motorists
were arrested for having been found driving
while under the influence of alcohol on Christmas
Day.

The three were said to have appeared before
Principal Magistrate Fikile Nhlabatsi yester-
day, where it was ascertained that the three
motorists were nabbed in Ezulwini, with none
making an appearance from Mbabane.

39-year-old Sive Dlamini of Bhunya was
arrested on Christmas Day at Lobamba along
the MR103 Public Road, where he was charged
with drink driving after he was found driving
a BMW sedan while under the influence of an
intoxicating substance,

When a breathalyser test was conducted on
him, Dlamini was found to have an alcohol
reading of 0.87mgl. In his mitigation, Dlamini
pleaded with the court to be lenient in his sen-
tencing as he promised never to commit the
offence again.

After hearing his mitigation, Dlamini was sen-
tenced to serve 18 months in prison, with the
option to pay a fine of E1 800.

Later on that evening at around 2340 hours,
Lobamba traffic police officers also arrested
39-year-old Madoda Masuku of Mbabane who
had been driving while under the influence of
alcohol.

Masuku was nabbed at Ezulwini while dri-
ving a Mazda station wagon sedan. When a
breathalyser was administered on him, he was
found to have a blood alcohol content reading
of 0.67 mg/l.

Masuku told the court that he regretted hav-
ing committed the offence, especially because
he had to spend time behind bars rather than
spend time with his family on Christmas Day.

Principal Magistrate Fikile Nhlabatsi sen-
tenced him to serve 16 months in prison, with
the option to pay a fine of E1 600.

A South African national and the only female
to be nabbed for drink-driving on Christmas
Day, Erica Cassamo(30) claimed that she was
currently unemp loyed and pleaded for a lighter

sentence.
“Y our Worship, I am a first offender and I

honestly did not think thatmy stay inlthe coun-
would turn out in this manner. Lam cur-

rently unemplo } : -
ing with you to be lenient with my sentence,

Cassamo pleaded. =~ .

After hearing her mitigation, the court sen-
tenced Cassamo to payaﬁne of El 590 Eu'ld in
default of payment, Ve 15 months in prison.

No Mbabane offenders, well

done — Principal Magistrate
i . cipal Magistrate Fikile
N Pr:::?ipEmaswati, specifi-

Nhlabatsi commendet !
cally the Mbabane residents for being well

behaved this Christmas:

After only three drink-drivers apped I before
the court on Thursday tbei'UdFCﬁImgiﬁce;
expressed her content @t [IEoWIIITIDELS O

Of’fenders. st is not every day that ‘“’e come to
court and there are 0 fev.V dnnk-fdnt‘il\?és S::EOI’C
the court, especially dui™ ﬂ]'?j eis were ;a.? r;l
It is visible that Mbaban® oy cndherf:d to t‘izl'
behaved today, or rather they a te that oog
traffic laws. Journalists: L el]g’ th
behaviour should be'jGttz(ijddmwl -

jubilant judicial officer®

ESWATINI % GOVERNMENT

GENERAL NOTICE

THE URBAN GOVERNMENT (ACT NO. 8 OF 1969)

INTENT TO EXTEND THE BOUNDARIES OF MALKERNS TOWN TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN PROPERTIES,
NOTICE 2019 (Under Section 4)

In exercise of the powers canferred by Section 4 of the Urban Government Act, 1969, the Minister of Housing and Urban Development issues the following Notice

Citation and commencement

1y (1) This Notice may be cited as | Intent to Extend the Boundaries of Malkerns Town to Incorporate Certain Properties, Notice 2019.

2) This Notice shall come into force on the date of publication in the Government Gazette.

Notice of intent to extend the boundaries

ble properties

2, The general public is notified that the Minister of Housing and Urban Development intends to alter/axtend the boundaries of Malkerns Town to incorporate the immova
listed in the 2™ schedule as shown in the map in the 1% schedule in terms of Section 4 of the Urban Government Act, 1969.

Public representations

3. Members of the public who intend to make submissions or objections on the extension of the Malkerns Town Boundaries to incorporate certain properties into the town may doso
within 30 days of the first publication of this notice.

Submissions
4. All written submisslons to be addressed to-

MAP - SCHEDULE 1

The Principal Secretary

Ministry of Housing and Urban Development
P.O. Box 1832
MBABANE

SCHEDUILE 2
Portion 5 Farm No. 865

Portion 38 (a portion of 10) Farm No. 1270

Portion 39 of Farm 1270

Portion 49 of Farm 65

Portion 1 Farm No.B74

Remainder 6 (a portion of portion 4) Farm No.1159
Portion 16 of Farm 1159

Portion 17 of Farm 1159

Portion 18 of Farm 1159

Portion 26 (a portion of portion 25) Farm No.632
Remainder of Farm No. 1067

Portion 1 Farm No. 1068

Farm No. 1068 situate in the District of Manzini,
Swaziland:

Portion 10 Farm No. 1098 situate in the District of
Manzini, Swaziland;

Portion 37 of Farm 1098

Portion 39 of Farm 1098

Portion 4 Farm No. 632 situate in the District of
Manzini, Swaziland;
Portion 34 (a portion of 5 Farm No. 1098
Portion 1 Farm No. 863 situate in the District of
Manzini, Swaziland;

Portion 3 Farm No. 66 situate in the District of
Manzini, Swaziland;
Portion 10 (a portion of portion 2) Farm No. 695
Portion 4 (a portion of portion 3) Farm No. 132
Portion 19 (a portion of portion 8) Farm No. 132
Portion 20 (a portion of portion 8) Farm No. 132
Remainder 8 of Farm No. 132

Portion 5 (a portion of portion 3) Farm No. 132
Portion 7 (a portion of portion 3) Farm No. 132
Farm No. 1150 situate in the District of Manzini,
Swaziland; : .

Remainder 6 of Farm 1098

Remainder of Farm 1201

Portion 27 of Farm 1098

Remainder 8 of Farm No. 1098

Portion 30 Farm No.120

Portion 27 Farm No.120

Portion 23 Farm No.120

Remaining Extent of Farm No. 935

Remaining Extent of Portion 2 Farm No. 1098
Portion 47 of Farm 1098

Lot 9 Jacaranda

Lot 10 Jacaranda

Portion 57 Farm No. 873

Reminder 26 of Farm No.873

Portion 44 of Farm No. 1098

Portion 43 of Farm No. 1098

Portion 12 of Farm 132

Portion 15 (a portion of portion 2) of Farm No. 13>
Remainder of Portion 15 Farm No. 1185
Portion 3 Farm No. 935

Portion 32 (a portion of portion 5) Farm No. 1008
Remainder 5 of Farm 1098

F120R2

F120/3

Portion 3 of Farm 640

Portion 2 of Farm 640

Farm No. 1203

Portion 31 Farm No. 632

Remainder 25 of Farm 632

Portion 11 of Farm No. 728 Portion 32 OF Farm 632
Portion 12 of Farm No. 728 Portion 33 OF Farm 632
Portion 13 of Farm No. 728 Remainder © of Farm No. 1098
Portion 14 of Farm No. 728 Portion 36 Farm No. 1098
Portion 15 of Farm No. 728 Portion 41 Farm No. 1098
Portion 14 of Farm No. 670 Portion 42 Farm No. 1098

Portion of Farm No. 670
Portion 2 Farm No. 874
Portion 3 Farm No. 874
Portion 4 Farm No. 874
Remainder of Farm 874
Remainder Extent of Portion 6 Farm No. 1098
Portion 20 of Farm 1098
Portion 17 of Farm 1098
Portion 18 of Farm 1098
Portion 7 of Farm 1098

Remaining Extent of Portion 19 Farm No. 15
Portion 33 (a portion of portion 5) Farm, No =0
Portion 3 Farm No. 865 - 1095
Portion 11 of Farm No.1098 \
Portion 13 of Farm No.1098

Portion 12 of Farm No.R65

Portion 11 of Farm No. 865
Portion 10 of Farm No.865

Remainder 4 of Farm 865
Remainder of Farm No. 1159

PRINCE SIMELANE (HRH)
MINISTER FOR HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Doc: 20860
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BRAND NEW TYRES

196R1EC
195/60R16
188/T0R14
188/66R14
176/65R14
208/40R1T
TEOR16
2B5/70R16
235/80R16
AT8/TOR13
225/40R18
235/36R19
255/56R18

. CHRISTMAS _

WIHES QU
MERRY

£860.00
EB80,00
EEGE0.00
EGED.00
E630.00
EG00.00
E1600.00
E1260.00
EB00.00
E480.00
ET760.00
£900.00
E1400.00

RIMS AVAILABLE
14 INCH -
COMBO from
E2800,00 up.

20/ INCH

All 12 inch Sizes E200.00
All 13 inch Sizes E250.00
All 14 inch Sizes E300.00
All 15 inch Sizes E330.00
All 16 inch Sizes E350.00
All 17 inch Sizes E380,00
All 18 inch Sizes E400.00
All 19 inch Sizes From E500.00
Truck Tyres

12R22.5 E2300.00
11R22.5 E2300.00

205/80R225  E2300.00 FREE

10.00R20 E£2200.00 el
9.00R20 E2200.00 FITTING

NHLANGANO
Ceil 755 73%
Patysical Adress. Pt 171, St Gecrges Sirvet,
Nt thy Nhlangans Elecicl Saks.

e Stiettie reee Moy

MATSAPHA
Tol =258} 2518 87490 (Al (+268) 16724700
Phyceal Adeesy K}u;;'\.mmmwommm

wmmmmm Tyres Brewery biatsapha Next 1o S4B Restaurant
E D 5o 50 Met=e  Eoe w;m:-_-u-n-:r

EXPRESSION DF INTEBEST

Are you a Support Group (SG) of PLHIV? Currently engaged in a programme that will
improve livelihoods of PLHIV and communities around the SG? Have interest in
contributing to the countries vision of ending AIDS? Then this s for you.

A small grant for PLHIV livelihoods has been established in November 2019, Each SG
may apply for funds not exceeding E30,000 to support initiatives within the National
Strategic Framework on HIV and AIDS2018-2023 and geared to contribute to vision of
ending AIDS. You are invited to submit an Expression of Interest to be considered for
qualification for the programme.

Name of Support Group:

Community:

Area of focus for SG: CK
In no more than 3 paragraphs explain the programme to be lhlIM 4 f‘M TLL LATE £100 GETS ,‘
supported by the grant = sy
Results to be achieved by the programme.

Send your Expression of Interest to Regional
info@nercha.org.s 2 Successful applications will

Closing date is 22 January 2020

2R &

COMMUNITIES MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

HIV and AIDS offices or email it to
be contactedin January 2020.
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HARD AT WORK: Ingaja came in numbers dunng the weeding of Royal fields at Majumba on

Christmas Eve. (Pics: Umbutfo Maphepheni)

ON DUTY:
Prince Sibhimbi
and Umbutfo
Khokhamanyeva
Kunene doing
their part.
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SUNVALLEY Bitiks

FOW MOKD IRTO PLEASE IH!i y

SUN VALLEY BLUES @ EZULWINI

S NOW QP
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nnve

SUNDAYS, FAMILY DAY FROM 10 AM
el ]?‘.“H‘:
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UMGUBHO: Lacwebetelako sing and dancing at Majumba. WINNING TEM
The Central Banik of Eswatini wishes to appoint a suitable
candidate for the following pesition:
(5 ESTATE ASSISTANT OFFICER

APPLICATION
DEADLINE

e
1= (5

ATILUDLE MAJAHA: Lacwebetelako doing their part.
= e = EFE

ORDER: A police officer making
sure that the young boys do a per-

fect job.

ESWATINIELECTRICTy
COMPL\N‘ (E=r

Kindly note that there will be power interruptions on our electricity lines due to routine maintenance as per the following shedl =
e;

BY (DEPOT): .

Thelaton |
20w ABC e S5

29 Dec ‘ ha T 7 Avialio thority Office and Staff Houses, Mgenule Bar, Barracks, Flying | GIS and RMU Installaion————
WW-

ABC Tnstallaion————————
B SR e e e
s .m,

Maintenance —4:00p.m.

Rouline Mantenancs ——————
e Mainienance T'U—a‘—“'_——-i?a—p‘;;-—-

Routine Maintenance
g S e | 00 = a0
8:30am, = 42009_'“'

v .. Dismanting
: £RE Rouline Maienans

e R THER-E st;: % = | S0 Soae—
Photographer Uﬂ"f*’“’T S
Mtfwalo'usemotwe’’

evu and
Phithiyamugwebe”
Phulisiphanga were 8150 Present.
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STORIES BY STHRSKY
NKHONTAH
Nhlangano

MINISTER of Housing and
Urban Development Prince
Simelane is pleased with the sup-
port he receives from the min-
istry’s portfolio committee.

The minister said the committee
was of great assistance to the min-
istry, especially in dealing with
challenging matters that needed
political intervention.

He was making these remarks at
Phumula Guest House in Nhlangano
during a familiarisation tour, where
he was accompanied by the Principal
Secretary (PS) Clifford Mamba,
senior officials and members of
the portfolio committee.

“My gratitude goes to the min-
istry’s portfolio committee which
has assisted us in a number of
issues.

We overcame some of the chal-
lenges because of the commitment
and dedication shown by the mem-

TOWNS and cities need to be
considerate when effecting rates
increase for properties as not
everyone can afford the hiked
fees, Minister of Housing and

Simelane said.

_ The minister said payment of
rates was obligatory as per one of
the clauses in the Urban Govemnment
Act. He said for the towns and cities

rates must be paid timeously.
He, however, said effecting the
increase in rates should take into

Urban Development Prince:

to function without hindrances, -

bers of the portfolio committee.

They have shown us the direc-
tion and I foresee the ministry
achieving the targets set,” said the
minister.

The minister appealed to the com-
mittee to continue with the good
work it was doing. “Success will
be determined by how well the
portfolio committee supports us.
Even if we discuss the ministry’s
budget, we get the support of our
portfolio committee,” said Prince
Simelane. Commenting about the
progress by Nhlangano town, the
minister said they were impressed.

He urged the town council and
management to improve the light-
ing system. He said there was a
time when he was part of an activ-
ity at Mbangweni Royal Kraal and
he decided to visit the town where
he noticed how dark the streets
were during the night. “Improve
the lighting system as I see this as
a challenge. I don’t want the fast
developing area to be called ‘Dark
City’ and so something about this
please,” said the prince.

account that within the urban areas
with ratable properties, there were
those that did not afford paying
rates due to a number of reasons.

He said some of the properties

in towns and cities were owned by

the destitute such as widows, orphans
or child-headed families who have
no income and eama living through
the generosity of others.

He said it was time this issue was
addressed. “I am not saying they
should be exempted but govern-
ment should look into how these
people can be assisted.

Housing minister pleased with
portfolio committee support

—
e

ot

PLEASED: Minister of Housing and Urban
Development Prince Simelane.

In schools, there is a programme
known as orphaned and vulnera-
ble children (OVC) catering for
the pupils who lost their parents or
whose parents are incapacitated
and their school fees is paid by
government. We need to devisea
way of assisting those urban predica-
ments.

The ministry, in my own opin-
ion, needs to determine how those
who can’t afford to pay rates are

assisted at least half way. Some of

these people know no other homes
than their properties within the

Minister advises councils to be considerate of ratepayers

urban area,” said the prince.

I am not saying they
should be exempted but
government should look
into how these people can

be asisted
' 28

Three granted E700

bail for stabbing another

BY VUYILE DLAMINI
Mbabane Magistrate’s Court

WITH the festive hype gaining momentum,
three men have been arrested for stabbing

patrons at a local bar.

Bandile Shongwe (23), Eddie Mondlane (23)
and Thando Dlamini (18) have been granted bail
though after they were arrested and charged with
two counts of assault with intent to cause griev-
ous bodily harm. The three are said to have on
November 30 at Nkwalini Zone 4, assaulted
Bongani Mthimkhulu with open hands and fists

several times on his head.

They are further alleged to have stabbed him
once with a knife on his shoulder, with intent to

cause him grievous bodily harm.

The trio, on the same day, proceeded to assault
Sabelo Tembe with open hands, fists, kicks and

beer bottles several times.

They also allegedly stabbed him several times [t
with a knife on his head, with intent to cause harm.
The three appeared before Magistrate Sifiso
Vilakati while represented by Mabila Attomeys

law firm.

COME ALL: Father Christmas invites customers to their shop in
Manzini. (Pic: Mduduzi Mngomezulu)

Retired
magistrate

happy to reach
finishing line

BY STARSKY MKHONTH
Nhiangano

“IT has been a long journey but I am happy
that I managed to make it to the finishing
Jine still full of vigour and energy.

I am now celebrating with you for this achieve-
ment and simultaneously passing the baton to
others.”

These were the words of retired Nhlangano
Magistrate Peter Simelane.

The likeable Simelane officially retired last
month after reaching 60.

He worked in a number of Magistrate’s Courts
around the country.

During his farewell function held at the Golden
Gate Guest House in Nhlangano recently,
Simelane recalled a number of challenges he
encountered, including how he almost lost his
life while on duty when inmates brought for
remand hearing assaulted him.

He also recalled how another magistrate made
a mockery of him whilst presiding on a matter
where he (Simelane) was an interpreter.

“During our time as interpreters, magistrates
never hesitated to ridicule you anyhow.

They had no time of “babysitting’ you as they
were harsh on us.

I remember how one of them (presiding offi-
cer) said something irritating me and I ended
up gossipping that: Udzakiwe'. I was so iri-
tated with what he was saying while interpret-
ing. I wanted him to educate me on how to pro-
nounce a certain word.

Touched
_ We used to have magistrates who were seem-
ingly only interested in undermining those junior
to them.

But we never threw in the towel but contin-
ued with our work,” said Simelane.

When Simelane started telling the gathering
how he was almost killed ina courtroom, many
of those in attendance were touched. “There
have been a number of episodes some which
were a threat to my life. Iremember how I'sur-
vived the wrath of a group of inmates who were
brought to be remanded and out of the blue,
they started assaulting me with fists and kicks.

The commotion in the courtroom was 00
much but God saved my life-

My life was in danger but the Correctional
S(_:rvices officers were able to contain the situ-
ation,” said Simelane.

Simelane thanked all those he worked with
from the first day he started working for gov-
ernment,

He spent all his working life in the Judiciary
Where he started as an interpreter and climbed
the ladder until he became Senior Magistrate.
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ROBBERY SUSPECTS LAND IN
HOSPITAL AFTERMOBATTACK

BY BONGIWE DLAMIN]
Manzini

TWO men were admitted
in hospital after they were
heavily assaulted by a mob
on suspicion that they had
robbed a community mem-
ber.

The two men from Luve were
attacked by a mob on Sunday
afternoon. The mob reported-
ly used bush-knives, sjamboks
and knobkerries to assault the
two men who were suspected
to have been responsible for a
string of robberies in the area.

A recent robbery incident
apparently irked the group of
about 20 Luve residents, where
one of them was hacked and
robbed. This incident report-
edly happened in the wee hours
of last Saturday.

According to well-placed
sources, the two men, who are
apparently known in the com-
munity for engaging in crimi-
nal activities, were at the same

A robbery incident.

at around 2am.

When he left, the two young
men allegedly followed him
and were noticed by another
who was at a car wash. While
headed towards where the three
men had gone, the vigilant res-
ident met the two suspects run-

found the robbed man lying in
a pool of blood, with a gaping
wound on his arm.

Although he was weak, the
robbed man informed the res-
ident about his assailants, adding
they took some cash amount-
ing to E600 and a cellphone.

attacked him with all sorts of
Weapons.

The suspect reportedly ran
into a homestead where he
sought refuge at his friend’s

Ko Health Centré

house. This friend, according Dvokf;:’;’a

to sources, is not the one who ~ overnigis :on and
was with the suspect whenhe ~ Chief POI;‘;ZE}?;? Eg?f icer
B teclivman bl (O et Phindile Vil

th assault- S
e angry mob allegedly Cmed the matter.

ed him, along his friend. : d
One of therr% sustainedsevere  She said tILe t:f eg gg;cllfc?s—
injuries on his diaphragm and ~ men were disoha :nd they had

pital yesterday.
since opened a
their assailants.

arm, while the other had a con-
cussion on his head.
They were admitted to

case against
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Making A Difference

Eswatini Water and Agricultural Development Enterprise

drinking hall as the unidenti- ning back towards the drink-  The bleeding man was then
fied man who looked loaded ~ ing hall. assisted in getfing to Dvokolwako
as he was from Manzini. It is One of the two suspects had ~ Health Centre.

said the man wenttothe barto  been carrying a bush-knife. On Sunday afternoon, one of
enjoy some alcoholic bever- ~ Worried, the resident contin-  the two suspects was spotted

ued surging forward until he around the area and the mob

ages until he decided to leave

s ESWADE

Making A Difference

Eswatini Water and Agricultural Development Enterprise
Smallholder Market-Led Project/Climate Smart Agriculture for Resilient Livelihoods (SMLP/CSARL)

Position: Information Management System (IMS) Officer-
Datahase Systems Administration
Reports to: IMS Manager / Project manager

Objective
The IMS Officer - Database Systems Administration provides project implementation and partners support through design, implementation,

maintenanca of information management databases. The incumbent is also responsible for testing and modifying databases ta ensure that they
perform reliably.

. & “Rupomjhle for monitoring, tuning, change control, scheduled tasks, backup jobs, recovery processes, alerts, and database storage

for of tional databases.
:::i::s :{nhﬂw evaluating, and testing new database applications using MS SQL Server, MySQL Server.

develop, test and imp P to op
g::;;n:;:m and user support when a user is having a problem with database operation or performance.
perform fault diagnosis, troubleshoot, and correct problems that eccur within operational databases.
Recornmends system .nh'ln:;l‘::sﬂ;r:!mulmize application efficiency.

ail 2 }

ﬁ::r;iwmmbl:;ﬂ :Wf administration and associated daily administrative tasks.
Responsible for providing trend analysis information to allow informed decisions regarding r g

implement replication solutions for operational databases.
Design 4 rnal and external stakeholders to identify datab q and develop solutions)
mﬁ;ﬂ;ﬁh the Project Management Expert to refine and help make operational the Results and Impact Management

T

e ;r:;;:m and Impact Management System (RIMS) has been set up and is monitored.
Epsre bRt existing processes and procedures and makes recommendations when changes are required.
Performs analysis e departmental resources to ensure thatal ¢

lutions are integrated into ESWADE
Warks with 2prop tested to tibility with the < hard feware, and
standards and that all databases are ensure complete compa J

peripherals.
+  Ensuringall backup?
+  Develop data migration

® 8 8 & ® = 8 ® o8 8w

nd disaster recovery plans are followed including doing daily a, weekly and monthly backups
Jconversion techniques. ]

S 2y or camputer science or a closely related technical field with course wark in relational database
«  Degreein Inform {ROMS) with a minimum of 3 years on the job experience

Qualifications and Experience
management svsr:"‘; MS SQL/MySQL Server s required.
3 m“;,‘:::::!ledl’ of current database technologies,
Extens d related tect Is highly desirabl
Understanding oﬁ:‘“ base software or web applications

:mﬁéwm quickly, under press;UTm! Is\am:l to deadlines

e al roblem-solvi
Strong analytical and muniI:ﬂnn skitls.
Excellent oral and vritten €™

e should be emailed to: before 1645hrs on Friday, 03" lanuary, 2020, Please

Written applications and “wm.wmmnsdmlh position applied for as advertised.

ensure that subject lineon em?
will be contacted. Should You riot be contacted within 210ays of the deadiine, please consider your application
dates

Only shortlisted candi
unsuccessful,

Competent project manager

Procurement Manager C: Knowledge
+ International Procurement standards and best practice
s Swaziland Procurement Act
Main Purpose of the Job To provide a complete procurement | «  Risk management
function for the organizations expenditures with external suppliers ¢ Budget management
of goods and or services in accordance to policies and procedures;
and, in full compliance with the Public Procurement Act and D: Behaviours (Attributes)
guidelines thereto. *  Attention to details
« Confidentiality
Principal Accountabilities +  Integrity
a. Develop and manage the procurement department including * Result oriented
setting targets and monitoring performance *  Team work
b. Develop and deliver a Procurement Strategy and e Customer oriented
departmental structure of the Procurement Unit.
¢. Oversee the operations and performance of the P— . - -
Procurement Unit - including assigning tasks, mentoring, m Otficer ~ Network Adminis on: I "r!
training and assessing performance of the entire unit and
individual employees. Objective
d. Use all relevant market intelligence in executing The Information Systems Officer: Network and Systems
procurements. Administration monitors network performance against
e. Develop and ensure execution of a consolidated annual organizational operational needs. The incumbent is responsible for
procurement plan and ensure that implementation and the configuration, maintenance and operation of ESWADE network,
compliance are optimal; promote the effective management servers, desktop, and storage infrastructure. Ensures that the
of suppliers to sustain value for money and operational organizational IT and all related equipment are functional to
efficiency of funded projects including grants. accommodate system users.
f.  Establish, as often as is necessary, new processes and
systems for effective procurement - including the systems of Roles & Responsibilities
monitoring and exercising warranties. = Installs, configures, tests and maintains servers, SAN, LAN and
8- Provide specialist advice, guidance and service on leading WAN and related networking equipment
practice procurement to all divisions; lead in the » Performs all critical data backu, :
identification, assessment and management of potential established procedures. e e
risks associate with differing sourcing strategies; provide * Liaise with Network Security Officer to install firmware and
insight through the analysis of spend, supply markets and security updates on servers, printers, and related networking
savings; i ' :
h.  Ensure all goods and services purchased comply with user ° ::;g'::::and maintains Microsoft Active Direct
| .;::_Ciﬂmu:hs and are of good quality. g = Installs, configures and maintains Intrusion Preve:tiwon Systems
] = QI:: u::: : l:':ta::g:s::s::::r br:!ﬂm::: lanﬂml*‘fmi':; {|I‘l!ﬂ.l§|lﬂl‘l Der.etc!l?: Systems, Firewall, Anti-Virus, Anti-Spam,
i market e, etc. for 1 internal network protection
obtains value for money in all procurements. °  Maintains Unified Ci icati
C ations VolP, and any related
J. Develop a mechanism to ensure compliance with danor equipment, services, and platforms
requirements, including those of the Global Fund, in * Troubleshoot network problems / outages, diagnose and 1
procurement management. = hardware faults =
k. Negotiate credit terms with suppliers to ensure that purchase Col d rewa . .
orders are accepted in the market. i ' l:a:ﬁgutr:ata: sit::amm : i et wirelmnsss. oy
{ cen TS 3l ; curity appliances for a to vital
Develop and disseminate management reports arising from business applications
all proci (ageing analysis of outstanding purchase = Monitor and docu etwol
B it
orders, requisitions status reports, variance analysis reports future reference e e nliton o
and procurement plan update) and other reparts required by A ft an
Management. : mim?z;:ig:mim L etk
= Monitor remote sites for traffic patterns usi
Required Education / Qualifications T Pemcitanng
tools and report on performance trend:
*  Minimum: e Conduct configuration and hardwa s nges
* Business Related Degree or Degree in Supply chain running e to keep network
81 t or Proc and | Y ags n Conduct
*  CIPS-intermediate Professional level or higher : Monltursmmﬁ:mand Otl::i:::\:‘m e
*  Added advantage mputer output for
completeness, accuracy, and errors, .
cPs - rtered Institute of Purchasing A S st v
. s su::u;?ced Diploma (Chal I of Pu . :::sm and with software dessnd
¢ Liaise with third i ) ;
el experiner intastructure pgrades, o PrOviders for planned
. years' experien racuremen service :
. ce in p t at middle management = Monitor level agreement indicators ang report
- defivery of service Foxson
Mhd‘ 2 * Support helpdesk system i rnentatl
® 3 years' experience in procurement in a donor funded . e sTeato ey
i Maintains an updated IT asset inventory .
ronment with i v L dtabase and works
Project IMS officers for regular checks
» Provides support to project i Sl Uiciutes
m“r:d Competencies IMS staff and ESWADE as neﬂil.”“‘““"""“ *af and other
®  Agood technical appreciation of the range of procurement : m:: :;‘wiesﬁt:n;ep:or;:m 5
categories (tendering, shopping etc.) s e
¢ Excellent analytical, interpersonal, project management and Qualifications Experience
team management skills | = Degreein In.f::matlon Tech
®  Strong influencing skills at senior levels to influence closely related tndmim!efcie:rmgy 9r Computer Science or 5
acceptance of a new way of working job experience Wty minimum of 3 yeq
©  Ability to negotiate at the highest levels with suppliers ° A professional industry o
*  Good IT skills to include wide experience of word d ts, information :g:mﬁmio"' SXperience in
Excel spreadsheets (including pivot tables and charts) and : nology, or netwark
x ) recommended-; CISCO Certified 1y o
P : 2
B i Professional Stwork Associate or
- nl; organizational and communication skills (written = [TIL Certification
and oral Knowledge
« Abilitytol : e
ity to live under ambiguity and change reakeTent: Atabase systems is o
- * Experience with Microsoft SOL Server M
Competences ien » Microsp; c
©  Effective stakeholder management (interal and external) ::d dlea:: E:EI' <! 78710, w Se‘t 5 .
*  Ability to prioritise awn and others work load, coach and . Ayt et Tequired, Ve, Networking
develop people « Abilityto 'f.iﬁ'"’“’m""' Pola: and implemeny 1y
*  Ability to analyze, evaluate and recommend on risk at - Strong aﬂlhnic:r;:nd individuals withjr, ::u“"“s-
« Abilityto Inmm';tiat & :‘tm' ik ool * Excellentoral and wn:;bcl::mm-ng s -
1 e at the highest levels with suppliers Munication skijje
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Rethink Uncapped!

net speeds using an ADSL broadband connec-
tion with speeds of up to 15Mbps.

AT EPTC, we strive to give our customers
more than they expect, for less, because the
customer is the centre of our universe.

We have gone an extra mile to ensure that our
customers have the best experience using the
internet we provide for them by lowering the
price, doubling the volume and increasing the
speed for both prepaid and postpaid packages, a
clear sign that at EPTC, the customer comes first
because the customer is the purpose of our work.
Whether it’s connecting your home and family
to the internet, managing your business online,
distance learning, doing research or surfing the
internet, Eswatini Telecom offers you fast inter-

ADVANTAGES OF OUR INTERNET
CONNECTION:

1. Free Installation: We do not charge our cus-
tomers installation fees. You simply apply, and
a technician will visit your premises to install our
ADSL broadband internet for you at no extra cost.
The customer is only expected to recharge the
required amount for the package he/she has cho-
sen before they can be connected to the internet.

2. Free Modem: We do not charge you for the
modem. In the installation process, our techni-

- | ESWATINITEL

. B

.

cians will supply the customer with a new modem
that will help connect our customer to the inter-
net.

3. High Speeds: We have ensured that our cus-
tomers get the best experience when surfing the
internet by raising our speeds to a minimum 2MB
and to a maximum of 15MB. The traditional
512kbps speed is no longer available on any of
our packages.

4. Pricing: Our packages start from as little as
E120.00 a month for a prepaid package of 4GB,
with a speed of 2MB and E313 for a postpaid
package of 40GB, with a speed of 2MB. We also
provide an uncapped package at E499 with a
speed of 3MB for unlimited access to the inter-
net for a month.

5. Connectivity: Our ADSL service transforms
your ordinary analogue line into a high speed

T
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ti-tasking point. Hence multiple computers

f;na‘;lblet;}ile tf aﬂcess the intemet at the same time,
ithout any interference.

wé.ﬂ]l;)andw?lfdth: Although ADSL provides shared
bandwidth, it far exceeds the old fashioned dial-
up connection in terms of speed. It offers high
performance at ] _
for small to medium SIZ€ COMpanies and homie
use. It provides an always on connection at a
monthly flat rate. There is 1o need to dial every
time you connect t0 the internet.

7. Reliability: Our customers can rest assured
that our service is reliable and won't experience
interferences. In cases of copper theft, our cus-
tomers are quickly alerted and technicians are
sent out to restore the lost copper, reviving the
service within 24 hours.

8. Customer Service: Our well frained con-
sultants are always ready to serve our customers,

| as they are not competitor-obsessed, but rather

customer-obsessed. At EPTC, weknow that each

| customer has special demands and needs in terms
| of their internet connection and our telecentre
| consultants are always available to listen and |

advise our customers on the best package tosuit

their needs. Qur contact centre agents are also

available 24 hours a day to assist our customers |
with any queries they may have concerning our |
. products and services. As a Corporation itis our |

obligation to execute with discerning efficiency

OUR CORE VALUES:
Transparency — this guides our business envi-

- ronment in helping it to maintain the highest level

of integrity through clear decision making pro-
cedures, good corporate govemnance practices and

- providing accountable and effective leadership.

Honesty — EPTC conducts her business in an
unpretentious way and remains truthful in all her

. endeavours. From product and service offerings

to business decisions at executive level, EPTC

. remains truthful to all stakeholders.

Excg]lence — our corporation remains a bench-
mark in service provision becatse we believe in

7 maintaining the world class standards. The drive
. to always improve in all our spheres of business

paves the way for superior customer service.
Innovation — in a quest to improve our cus-

| tomer experience, EPTC continues toemploy the

latest technology product and service offering
and also finding new and better ways of servic-

. Ing our customers.

Social Responsibility — EPTC through Eswatini

. Telecom is arguably the Jeading corporate citi-
| zen through the various CSI we are involved in.

To our valued customers, EPTCﬁ'lfough all it

. divisions and business units, wishes to reiterate

its desire to strive for superiorservice excellence.

- Weasa corporation pride ourselves in providing
. Our customers with good customer eXperience,

thus we have built up agmdmppon_
The people of Eswatini have shown tremen-

. dous SUPPOTt to this corporation and we stand by
our promise to provide superior service quality

benchmarked against world class standards and

| Temain faithfyy] 1o al] our sakeholders as we go

about our business, With your continued sup-

. POrt, EPTC, shall hold true tour mission of run-

NINE our communications business more effi-

| ciently for the benefit of all our stakeholders

through the application ofmedem technology
and sustaining an overriding eustomer focus.

How to get Eswatini Telecom Internet (ADSL)

| Service

TTO £¢t ADSL broadband Visit your nearest
elecentre. If you are a business customer you
can contact your Key Account Manager.
Or any queries on ourh; services please
call us on 800 2000 or emgil info@spte.co.sz
_—--_-—-__

low cost, which makes i suitable |

. our best customer service through the practiceof |
| the values that drive this corporation.
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HAPPY: Nomahlubi Dlamini, Gcinile Mbuli and Dumsile Dube
Jjoined by the young ones whilst enjoying their lunch at
Mantenga Cultural Village. They were among many families and
friends who decided to eat out on the special day.

(Pics: Simon Shabangu)

LIGHT MOMENT: Lucky and Xolile

E N Zikalala from Springs in SA with friends
ENJOY: Lindani and Nosipho Mawmbela from FULL HOUSE: The attendance made for a sight to behold Sithembile and Elvis Dlamini of

Manzini in a cosy chat. as guests came from near and far to celebrate the day. Woodlands relax.

XMAS LUNCH @ SIBEBE RESORT

OUTING: Lenhle Simelane and Faith
Malinga enjoying the beverages.

ON TOP: Sandh'e Khumalo and Pile qumalo enjoying sun- KU-NICE Delisa Mahnga and his wife
sent by the giant pool at Sibebe Resort on Christmas Day. Nothando had a great outing as well.
This is the beautiful view one gets to experience at the mag-

nificent resort located on the Sibebe rock. The place attract- : 5 ’

ed scores of people who came through for Christmas lunch.  SGUDIS NICE: Waiter Sailas attending to
(Pics: Simon Shabangu) Zinhle Masina and Tessy Gumbi.

COOLING The young ones coohng off in the pool du

o = : et :
NICE TIME: Friends relaxing after enjoying the delicacies served. temperatures. © the soarj ng
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1979 - Afghanistan - Soviet Union Seizes Control

The Soviet Union seizes cantrol of Afghanistan. President
Hafizullah Amin, who was overthrown and exectited, has
been replaced by Babrak Karmal.

1983 - USA -- Recession More Jobs Lost

1983 : With the recession continuing to effect manufacturing

in the United States. US Steel announces that it would

reduce its steel making capacity by roughly 20 percent

laying off a further 4 600 bringing the total lay-offs for
_ theyear to 15 400.

1985 - Rwanda -- Dian Fossey

The American Zoologist Dian Fossey, who had studied
mountain gorillas in Rwanda, was found hacked to death
at a research station in Rwanda.

1985 - Italy / Austria -- Terrorist Attack

A twin terrorist attack at Rome and Vienna airports by
gunmen on waiting passengers has left more than 100
people injured and reports of 15 fatalities.

1987 - Canada -- Chrysler Motors

In Bramalea, Ontario Chrysler Motors had a new 1.8 miltion
square foot factory where the 1988 Eagle Premier
intermediate sedan would be built. The factory was L
shaped and sat on 216 acres. One hundred and fifty
thousand vehicles a year would be produced there providing
thousands of local jobs.

2001 - USA -- Guantanamo Bay

US officials announced that Taliban and al-Qaida prisoners
would be held at the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

2002 - North Korea -- Nuclear Programme

2002 - North Korea ordered UN nuclear inspectars to
leave the country and said it would restart producing
plutonium for nuclear weapons.

2006 - Israel -- Palestinians No To Peace

Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, held out an olive
branch of peace to the Palestinians promising land, release
of prisoners, reduction in check points, and other congessiors.
However Palestinian extremists in Gaza fired two rockets
into lsrael.

2007 - Pakistan -- Benazir Bhutto assassinated

Former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has been assassinated
in Pakistan by suicide attack. Bhutto, who was the first
woman Prime Minister of an Islamic state, was leaving
an election rally in Rawalpindi when the gunman shot
her in the neck and set off a bomb. At least twenty other
people died in the attack, and several more wereinjured.

2011 - Israel - Israelis Protest Against Ultra-Orthodox
Jewish Extremism

Former Prime Mirister Benazir Bhutto has been assassinated
in Pakistan by suicide 27th December, 2011 : Thousands
of Israelis gathers in Beit Shemesh to protest against ultra-
Orthodox Jewish extremism. The protests came after a
young girl stated she had faced harassment while on her
way.to school. The pratests were also over concern that
some ultra-Orthodox groups in the city were trying to
segregate men and women, Protesters alsa had the support
of Israel's president who said that the protests were
necessary to defend the majority of lsraelis against a
minority trying to change the country. ]

2012 - United States -- Man Admits Fossil Smuggling
Eric Prokopi, a Florida fossil dealer, admitted to smuggling
dinosaur bones in to the country. Prokopi could face up
to seventeen years in prison.

2013 - China -- GM Recalls Vehicles in China

General Motors annotnced a recall of over 1.4 million
carsin China, The recall focused on an issue with a securing
an oil pump:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

December 27, 1980 December 27, 2005
Luceme, Switzerland Moscow, Russia
39 yearsold 14 years old

b WaHA
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THE FISHERIES AND

Utsini umtsetfo

AQUACULTURE ACT. 019

Fish export and import permits

12. (1) A person may not export or import any
fish, or aquatic material or product thereof whether
live, frozen or processed in any form without
an export or import permit.

(2) An application for an export or import pet-
mit shall be made to the principal secretary in
the format prescribed.

(3) An application to import live fish shall be
denied if the principal secretary is of the opin-
ion that to permit that import would threaten or
harm any indigenous or endemic fish or aquat-
ic resource or in any way harm fish or aquatic
biodiversity.

(4) The principal secretary shall issue export
and import permits for a period not exceeding
twelve (12) months.

Aquaculture licences

13.(1) A person shall not undertake small- scale
commercial or large — scale commercial aqua-
culture without an aquaculture licence issued
by the Board.

(2) An application for an aquaculture licence
shall be made to the Board in the prescribed
form.

(3) The Board may issue an aquaculture licence
authorising one of the following categories of
aquaculture -

(a) small-scale commercial aquaculture; or

(b) large-scale commercial aquaculture.

(4) The Board shall not grant an aquaculture
licence for a period in excess of five (5) years
renewable for small- scale and large — scale com-
mercial aquaculture.

(5) Small-scale commercial aquaculture licences
may not be granted to persons other than citi-
zens or permanent residents of Eswatini.

(6) Large-scale commercial aquaculture licens-
es may be granted to any person resident in the
Country.

(7) The minister shall annually prescribe the fees
applicable for the granting and renewal of aqua-
culture licences by notice published in the Gazette.
(8) The Board shall annually prescribe the levies
applicable to the gross annual production of fish
by notice published in the Gazette and that notice
may set different levies for different species of
fish farmed.

(9) Aquaculture licences are not transferable
except in accordance with sub-section (10).
(10) The Board may authorise the transfer of an
aquaculture licence upon written application by

the holder of an aquaculture licence showing:

good cause why the Board should transfer the
licence. :

Fish processing establishment.

14. (1) A person or establishment shall not under-

take fish processing without a fish processing
establishment permit issued by the principal sec-
retary.

(2) An application for a fish processing estab-
lishment permit shall be made to the principal
secretary and in the format prescribed.

(3) The principal secretary may not grant a fish
processing establishment permit for a period in
excess of (5) five years.

(4) A fish processing establishment permit may
only be granted to any person resident in Eswatini.
(5) The principal secretary shall annually pre-
scribe the fees applicable to the granting of
fish processing establishment permits by
notice published in the Gazette.

OPEN: Ministry of Agriculture
PS Bongani Masuku shall open
and maintain a public register of
fishing vessels.

(6) Subject to sub-section (7), fish processing
establishment permits are not transferable.

(7) The principal secretary may authorize the
transfer of a fish processing establishment per-

mit upon written application by the permit hold- -

er showing good reasons why the principal sec-
retary should authorize the transfer of the per-
mit.

(8) Where the principal secretary considers it
appropriate, a permit issued under this provi-
sion may be suspended, withdrawn or termi-
nated.

Fishing vessels

15. (1) A person responsible for a fishing ves-
sel flying the Eswatini flag shall cause the ves-
sel to be registered.

(2) The registration of fishing vessels shall be
the responsibility of the ministry responsible for
fisheries and aquaculture.

(3) A person shall not operate a fishing vessel
in any national, foreign or international water
body without a vessel permit.

(4) An application for a fishing vessel permit
shall be made to the principal secretary in a for-
mat to be prescribed.

(5) The principal secretary shall not grant a fish-
ing vessel permit for a period exceeding a peri-
od of one (1) year.

(6) The principal secretary shall annually pre-
scribe the fees applicable to the granting of fish-
ing vessel permits by notice published in the
Gazelte. '

(7) The principal secretary shall open and main-
tain a public register of fishing vessels.

(8) A vessel flying the Eswatini flag shall com-
ply with any relevant legislation whether of local,
coastal state or the international law of the sea.

Register of licences and permits

16. (1) The principal secretary shall open and
keep a register of all licences and permits grant-
ed or issued in terms of this Act.

' (2) The register contemplated in sub-section (1)

shall be publicly available and accessible.
(3) The register shall be maintained and updat-
ed at least annually.

Administrative penalties

17. (1) If a holder of a licence or permit —

(a) furnishes information in the application for
that licence or permit, or submits any

other information whichis false or incomplete;
(b) contravenes or fails to comply with a con-
dition imposed in the licence or permit;

(g:) contravenes or fails to comply with a provi-
sion of this Act;

(d) is convicted of an offence in terms of this
Act; or ‘

(e) fails to effectively utilise that licence orper-
mit, without any reasonable cause,

the principal secretary may, by written notice
delivered to that holder, request for the holder
to show cause in writing within a period of twen-
ty-one (21) days from thedate of the notice, why
the licence or permit should not be revoked, sus-
gended, withdrawn or altered as the case may

e

(2) The principal secretary shall, after the expiry
of the period referred toinsub-section (1), refer
the matter together with any reason furnished
by the holder in question, to the Minister fora
decision,

(3) When a matter is referred to the minister in
terms of sub-section (2), the ministermay -
(a? revoke, suspend oralter the licence ar per-
mit; or

Q") decide not to revoke, suspend or alter the
licence or permit.

(4) Without conflicting the provisions of sub-
Sections (1), (2) and (3), the minisier may,
')”i_lenever the ministeris of the opinion that it
1S In the interests of promoting, protecting or
utilising on a sustajnable basis of 2 particular
aquatic resource, at any time by written notice
to the holder of a licence or permit, revoke,
Suspend or reduce that licence or permit.

e
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ENIGMATIC ETHIOPIA: AFRICA'S

By John Battersby

ADDIS ABABA, a seething and
rapidly developing African metrop-
olis, is a regular transit stop for
north-south travellers and a des-
tination for officials connected
to the }}ﬁ"lcan Union and its many
cominissions.

While transit travellers benefit
from the cheaper rates of Ethiopian
Airlines — Affica’s largest and most
globally connected national carri-
er—the development of Ethiopia’s
tourism industry is still at an early
stage.

It will not stay that way for long.

Affica’s diplomatic capital — which
means “New Flower” in the native
Ambaric language — is inundated
with construction sites, leading
hotel chains and sprawling mar-
kets amid chaotic traffic in over-
crowded streets.

Mountain lodges and hilltop hotels
are appearing in the main historic
towns in the north of the country
where ruined palaces, obelisks and
monasteries of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church add to the Ethiopian enig-
ma.

A recent 10-day visit to Africa’s
fastest-growing economy — it grew
atan average of 10 per centa year
between 2008 and 2018 —revealed
a country of 105-million people
with a fascinating history and a
kaleidoscope of ethnic, religious
and cultural diversity.

It is Africa’s second-most popu-
lous country and was the fastest
growing economy inthe world last
year, albeit from a low base.

The ancient kingdoms of Yeha,
Axum, Lalibelaand Gondar weave
anarrative rootedina deep—scaycd
faith spanning the three major
monotheistic religions.

The 12 iconic rock churches of
Lalibela — where Christianity was
first declared a state religion in AD
300 —vie with the Seven Wonders
of the World for sheer vision, scale
and resilience. ,

The breathtaking rock churches,
which have been in regular use con-
tinuously for the past 700 yeats,
defy both imaginationand descrip-

tion. We were in Axullgl}sng";]lnog}
Century capital of the :
Eﬂqitci);?a, (fn what i$ Cag:tdi;’;?t
Mary’s day: one of the most TP
tal?t-y festiials on the Ethiopian
Christian calendar. From momlglg
to night there were fVers of plﬂ;
grims clad in white mUslin clo ¢
streaming towards the Church 0
Saint Mary of Zion.f

Axum is the city 0
Sheba’s ancient palace and the Ark
of the Covenant which 15 mzver
seen by anyone other ﬂ}ﬂ“.me 0;‘ ¢
custodian charged with |]ts 2% g
keeping, according to the oo o

Today, the mosaic of .Eﬂnotgnali.
an intriguing intertwining ©*

the Queenrof
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gious, ethnic and regional loyalties
which appear to contribute to a
somewhat precarious equilibrium
which erupts from time to time.

Some 63 per cent of the popula-
tion is Christian, 34 per cent are
Muslim and there are some 80 eth-
nic groups living in 10 states or
provinces.

The largest ethnic groups are the
Oromo (34 per cent), Amhara (27
per cent) and the Tigrayans, who
span the border with Eritrea and
box well above their six per cent
of the total.

The government is made up of
four liberation movements which
resisted and defeated the Soviet-
backed military junta, the Derg
(1974-91), headed by Mengistu
Haile Mariam, a brutal dictator who
fled to Zimbabwe where he still
lives in exile.

The Derg was followed by the
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF) which
ruled for 27 years under Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi’s policy of
ethnic federalism and his succes-
sor, Hailemariam Desalegn.

The four movements are now
being subsumed along with five
other groups in a single party —
known as the Prosperity Party —
which is the brainchild of reformist
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali
who was awarded the 2019 Nobel
Peace Prize for negotiating a peace
deal with Eritrea.

Since Abiy was elected in 2018,
he has pursued a vigorous process
of reform, releasing political pris-
oners, promoting freedom of speech
and attempting to unite a country
driven by ethnic and regional con-
flicts which have claimed hundreds
of lives and seen 3.5-million peo-
ple displaced since 2015.

Lifting decades of repression has
unleashed resistance including an
attempted coup in which two senior
officials were killed in June and a
spontaneous uprising in his Oromia
heartland in October which claimed
more than 80 lives, with 200 injured.

The recent referendum granting
the Sidama ethnic group in the south
a tenth state has opened the flood-
gates to demands from at least five
other ethnic groups wanting their
own states.

The dynamics of conflict are com-
plex and often occur within ethnic
groups over differences regarding
regional vs federal power; some-
times, religion also plays a part but
is not the primary cause of conflict.

Ethiopia has survived catastrophic
famines (1888, 1973 and 1984/85),
Muslim-Christian wars (1490-1529),
invasions by the Egyptians and
Somalia, five years of occupation
by the Italians (1935-1941), decades
of war with Eritrea and a seven-
teen-year liberation struggle against
the Soviet-backed Derg (1974-91).

But the country has never been
colonised and it shows in the pride,
dignity and independent spirit of
the people ruled by successive
emperors and kings over two thou-
sand years, culminating with the

interrupted four-decade rule and

ignominious death of Emperor Haile
Selassie (1931-1974) ousted by the
Derg.

Ethiopia has not yet managed to
fully realise its natural position as
a regional power in the Horn of
Affica due to landlocked territory
—and conflict with troublesome
neighbours such as Eritrea, the
Sudan and Somalia.

But there is opportunity looming
now for a forward leap under the
energetic leadership of Abiy.

Investment flows from China, the
United States, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
and India. Chinese friendship signs
abound and it is a major investor
in the massive Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam and other key
road, rail and telecommunication
infrastructure projects.

The IMF and World Bank have
also weighed in with major sup-
port.

Ethiopia is Africa’s major pro-
ducer and exporter of coffee but it
is diversifying a traditionally agri-
cultural economy with a focus on
the industrial and service sectors.

Abiy has encouraged liberalisa-
tion of the economy but despite the
phenomenal growth— it has halved
poverty in a decade — Ethiopia is
still one of the world’s poorest coun-
tries and faces massive youth unem-
ployment. Yet some experts see
Ethiopia as the future “China of
Africa” and Bloomberg has listed
Ethiopia and the Ivory Coast as the
only two African countries in the
world’s top 10 growth destinations.

The mountain landscapes in the
north are breathtaking as are the
cultivated plateaus, river canyons
and patchwork of smallholdings
clearly visible on the flight from
Lalibela to Axum.

And the four-hour drive from the
ancient city of Gondar to Bahir Dar
reveals fertile plains and valleys
planted with the staple grain, teff,
and cow-drawn ploughs and thresh-
ing circles that are as ancient as the
Bible.

The Ethiopian belief that it hous-
es the Ark of the Covenant, con-
taining the tablets bearing the 10
Commandments, is at the centre of
the faith of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church. Ethiopian Christians also
believe that the first King of Ethiopia,
Menelik L, was conceived in a union
between the Queen of Sheba —
Jnown as Queen Makeda in Ethiopia
— and King Solomon in Jerusalem
during a visit to the Holy City.

Lake Tana, adjoining Bahir Dar,
is the source of the Blue Nile as it
begins its journey to the
Mediterranean. The Blue Nile Falls,

several hours away on foot, are an

impressive sight. ,

But the volume of water cascad-
ing 150 feet has been diminished
by the diversion of water to the
massive Renaissance Dam which
is already a source of tension with
the Sudan and Egypt as the main
source of water for those two coun-
tries.

As our visit with New York Times
Journeys had as its focus ancient
lands and religious Festivals we
did not get to see the renowned
bearded monkeys in the Simeon
Mountains or the extraordinary
Danakil Depression which claims
to be the lowest and hottest desti-
nation on earth.

But we did get to visit the
Ethnographic Museum in Addis
which houses a replica of Lucy,
which vies with South Africa’s
Little Foot, as the oldest hominid
of the genus Australopithecus found
in Africa, which is estimated to be
3.2-million years old.

Little Foot is estimated to be 3.7-
million years old. The species
Afarensis has been found only in
the Afar depression — dubbed the
Cradle of Civilisation —in Ethiopia
while Africanus has been found
only in the vicinity of the Sterkfontien
in South Africa known as the Cradle
of Mankind.

Hominids are the oldest known
relatives of Homo Sapiens, mod-
ern humans, who are about 200
000 years old. Successive finds in
South Africa since 1925 of the
species Australopithecus Afticanus
have included the skull of Mrs Ples,
the Taung Child and most recent-
ly the almost complete skeleton of
Little Foot.

Even older species of hominids,
which are found only in Africa,
have been found in Ethiopia, Kenya
and Chad and go back between five
and six million years.

We learned from our guide at the
museum was that Lucy, Ethiopia’s
oldest and most famous female,
owes her name to famous Beatles’
hit Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds
(LSD), from the album Sergeant
Pepper’s Lonely Heartsclub Band,
which is said to have been inspired
by the psychedelic drug LSD.

It could be that enigmatic Ethiopia
is still Africa’s best-kept secret.
DM

* John Battersby, a former New
York Times southern Afiica cor-
respondent, accompanied a tour
of Ethiopia organised by the New
York Times Journeys as Africa
expert and raconteur.
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@'A true friend is someone who is thfre for
when he’d rather be anywhere else.

— Len Wein

® %f conservative is a man with two perfectly
good legs who, however, has qever learne

how to walk forward.”- Franklin D. Roose»_relt

® “A grieving worman could sit alone on a }_et;c]y
in the early morning. But not with a book in her

hands.”

- Pia Juul

@ ““A painting is worth a thousand confused art-
gallery visitors.”

- Ljupka Cvetanova S

® “A person is wise if he listens to millions of
advice and doesn’t implement any of it.

- Michael Bassey Johnson

@ “A person with a sharp tongue will eventually
cut themselves.”

- J. Robson Koenig

@ “A skunk is better company than a person
who prides himself on being “frank’.”

- Robert Heinlein

@ “A true friend is someone who is there for
you when he’d rather be anywhere else.”

- Len Wein

@ “A true friend overlooks your failures and tol-
erates your success!”

- Doug Larson

@ “A witty saying proves nothing.”

- Voltaire

@ “A word of kindness is seldom spoken in vain,
while witty sayings are as easily lost as the
pearls slipping from a broken string.”

- George Dennison Prentice

@ “Act as if what you do makes a difference. It
does.”

- William James

@ “Action will destroy your procrastination. ”

- Og Mandino

@ “All progress has resulted from people who
took unpopular positions.”

- Adlai E. Stevenson

@ “'A'Qn ounce of action is worth a ton of theo-

ry.
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
@ “And in the end, it’s not the years in your life
that count. It’s the life in your years.”
- Abraham Lincoln
@ “Arguing with a fool proves there are two.”
- Doris M. Smith
;D"Ask me no questions, and I’ll tell you no

S."
- Oliver Goldsmith
@ “Better a witty fool than a foolish wit.”
- William Shakespeare
“By world?g \;laithfully eight hours a day, you
may eventua et to be
e y g boss and work twelve
- Robert Frost
@ “Choose a job you love, and vou wi
have to work a day in your life.x’- cﬁ?ﬁ:f :
@ “Courtship is to marriage, as a Very witt
prologue to a very dull play.” 2
- William Congreve
@® “Do your own thinking independe

chess player, not the chess praco " D€ the

- Ralph Charell

@ “Don’t be too timid and sqy i

your actions. All life is an ;fp:r?;"::ta’!:out

- Ralph Waldo Emerson ;

® “Don’t worry about peopl, ; 2
If'it’s original, you will haseet;tf::,ns SWiidea,
their throats.” 1t down

- Howard Aiken

@ “Dreams don’t work »

~John C. Maxwell < You do.

That's why dreamers 'atatime.
Bombe:'khy ' arelonety.”- Erma

@ “Every habit makes

out wit more > O hand more witty, ang
- Friedrich Nietzsche

@ “Everyone has a sense of h
. g U
laugh at jokes, vou probably li';"or. ;: You don’t

iBf]S:" opin-
- Criss Jami
® “Faced with the choice pe
R tw g
G ndand proving tht there g e
pTOOf:" €ryone gets busy on theneed to
- John Kenneth Galbraith
® “Fools learn from experi
learn from the experiane - ce: Wise me
- Otto von Bimpﬁmkleﬂce of otherg »
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Prime Rate
Inflation Rate
Mortgage Rate

Bank Rate
Central Bank
Petrol (u)
Replacement
Diesel

Paraffin

Engen Garage

First National Bank

Central Statistical Office
Swaziland Building Society
E13.65 per litre
E13.70 per litre

E13.65 per litre
E9.15 per litre

10%
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10%
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: E US Dollar / SZL
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% British Pound/SZL
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[@ | Japanese Yen/SZL

7.6832

Swiss France/SZL
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E Botswana Pula/SZL

1.3241

[l Australian Dollar/SZL

9.8148

[&] canadian Dollar/szL

10.7895
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Euro/SZL

15.7334

Gold
oil

1,490.2925
69.33
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Non-cost reflective

tariffs unsustainable

.One of the challenges cited in cross-subsidisation of electricity

BY QONDILE NTIWANE

BUSINESSES reportedly regard non-cost
reflective tariffs as unsustainable, and are
exploring alternative self-generation options.

This is one of the challenges resulting from
cross-subsidisation, which according to Wikipedia,
is the the practice of charging higher prices to
one type of consumers to artificially lower prices
for another group.

According to an economic regulation pre-
sentation by the Eswatini Energy Regulatory
Authority (ESERA) Regulation Manager
Simphiwe Khumalo, the top four customers
contributed to about 16 per cent to the total rev-
enue. It highlighted that the business customers,
especially industrial, were growing at a very
slow pace.

The presentation also pointed that some busi-
ness customers charged up to 40 per cent more
to pay for lower domestic customer tariffs.

He said the migration of business customers’
off-grid would decrease economies of scale and
significantly increase tariffs for remaining cus-
tomers while excessively high tariffs would
make it unaffordable for most Eswatini.

Khumalo also explained the benefits of cost-
reflective tariffs, noting that the electricity indus-
try was less reliant on single customer group

) Envirocom '’
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for sustainability.

“The reduced cost of doing business in Eswatini
is attractive to investment.

Businesses are likely to reinvest savings into
expansion of economic activity, athus more
jobs are created.

“Also, the utility is able to maintain and
invest in infrastructure for improved qual-
ity and reliability of electricity,” he said.

He further mentioned that the captive _
electricity consumers were protected
from potential excessively high electricity
tariffs.

Prices

In his presentation, Khumalo cited
that The Electricity Act states that
prices shall be regulated accord-
ing to one or more of the following
tariff methodologies, which shall
allow a licensee that operates
efficiently to recover the full
costs of its business activities,
including a reasonable return
on the capital invested in busi-
ness, provide incentives for
continued improvement in
respect of technical and
economic efficiency
with which services

tives for continued improvement of quality ser-
vices, give to Consumers proper signals regard-
ing the costs that their consumption imposes
on the business of the licensee and to avoid
undue discrimination between consumers and
consumer categories.
He highlighted that the taniff methodology
sought to balance the different and some-
b times conflicting needs of the various
stakeholders

“ There is also the cost of service study

(CoS8), which is a tool used to ensure
that rates are tied to the costs of pro-
viding electricity to customers.
It involves analysing histori-
cal expenses and projecting
future cash flow needs to
arrive at a revenue require-
ment.

“The components of Tev-
enue requirement are func-
tionalised, classified, and
allocated to a utility’s vari-

ous customer classes to amive
at proposed rates. The CoSS

is the basis upon which cost-
reflective tariffs are set,”
he said.

areprovided, ot~ ESERA Regulation Manager Simphiwe Khumalo.
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ANE 1m an i con-
‘1 ( and Vocational Tm;mrig Cg ]va:i/l 13 o
quantity sury dire . . i i or :
0se to 40 constructors attend Project Management and Costing course  auting wain tests for o6 b
cgulatory . Jayer/ plas-
BY QOND managers, engineers, site engingers, effectively. ini Public Procurement R e bIOCI‘;:l?}/(S.
tity surveyors and directors whose It stated that the aim of the course ~ Agency (ESPPRA) on procurement  ter works a}'ld ke works, N
responsibilities require skills forman-  was to develop the delegate’s capaci- ~ and tendering process. “The testings weI o co) ducted ot
e participants attend-  aging projects and costing, ty on cost management techniques, Hightlighted DIVT centres in Mbaban was con-
ed a course op project management  Information sourced from the Council’s ~ budgeting and principles of quality ~ Also, highlighted in the newsletter  jn Matsapha. The t€ Stb u; i ves con-

?nd costing for the construction
industry organised by the RTBD.
The 37 participants included project

newsletter Tekwakha is that partici-
pants were equipped with skills and
techniques for performing their roles

projects. In addition, the delegates were
equipped by SWASA on the impor-
tance of quality management and the

is the trade testing of individual arti-
san which saw the RTBD in collabo-
ration with the Directorate of Industrial

ducted by panel mem _
industry and assisted by personnel from

the DIVT,” it read.
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AT WORK: Vendors who tried their luck on Christmas day were disappointed as they made lit-
tle or no sales on the day.

Not so merry
mas for vendors

BY BAHLE GAMA

VENDORS who tried their luck on
Christmas were disappointed as they
made little or no sales on the day.

Speaking during inerviews many ven-
dors around Mbabane expressed sad-
ness over the lack of customers avail-
able to purchase their products.

Some ended up packing and headed
home whilst others suffered the evening
rains which made their day worse.

[ had come to try my luck hoping to
make a few bucks but made nothing

said one of the yendors.

INTERVIEWS F
1. Zandile Msimango (Nkwalini)

has a family to
“As a woman Who ;

look after I couldn’t bring myself to
assume that christmas day W:Ii;l] day
off for me as | need to bemaxing

money. Unfor’runatjly today
i it did not turn
(Christmas day) Fobedit

out the way | had
would. :
onlwillhead =3
For that reas 8 Lack 2

home but will com®* ;
even tomorrow ('BOXlng d‘aY)

to try my luck. There are school fees to
pay and children to feed so I cannot
afford to relax.”

2. Tembusi Matsebula (Mahwalala)
“My mission was to make a few bucks
to at least cater for my family on New
Year’s but today has been a very lo
day. =
It is howeverunderstandable because
people are home with their families cel-
ebrating Christmas. It’s just that when
you're a business per-
son you always try
your luck every
now and then
but it hasnot
been a merry
Christmas
for me
unfortu-
nate-
ly.”

3. Musa Ndzabukelwako (Nkoyoyo)

“Having no customers to buy my stock
is one thing but the rain set me back as
my merchandise is now wet and I’'m
most likely to make a loss after this.

I had only come to try my luck on a
beautiful Christmas day you know.
However, this does not mean I have to
give up. I am a family man and I have
to make sure that my children are catered
for one way or the other.”

4. Zinhle Mkhaliphi (Nkwalini)

“I played myself by coming to the
market on Christmas Day.

It was scorching hot and rained afier.
T'have decided to go back home to spend
the rest of the day with my family.

I'have an ill child and I make a living
by being a vendor, selling fruits and
vegetables, so I came to sell on Christmas
with the hope that some people will
need some of the products I sell and T
would make a few bucks.”

I had come to try my luck
hoping to make a few
bucks but made nothing

ZMCK scoops over
E3m tender from MCM

tender and lost with an evalua-

BY BRHLE GAMA :
tion score of 76.98 per cent whilst
ZMCK s evaluation score was
ZMCK Consulting Engineers  83.54 per cent.

Meanwhile, Nhlangano Town
Council has awarded 360 Degress
Business Solutions with a tender

has been awarded a tender
worth E3 783 398.66 by the

Municipal Council of Mbabane
(MCM). worth E253 000. )
ZMCK has been tasked with ~ They have been tasked with

Request For Proposals (RFP):
consultancy services for the prepa-
ration of Nhlanganeo town coun-

detail design, tender documen-
tation and assistance with tender
evaluation for Malagwane

Township infrastructure. cil five-year integrated develop-
Thisisaccording tothe Eswatini  ment plan/strategic plan and year-

Public Procurement Regulatory  ly implementation plan.

Agency (ESPPRA) which stat- 360 Degress Business Solutions

is a Swati company and in bid-
ding for the contract, three other

ed that the company was award-
edthe tender in terms of Section

45 of the Public Procurement Act  companies had applied for the
No. 70f2011 (the Act), follow-  tender. These are Ndallahwa and
ingacompetitive bidding process. ~ Company, JBH Management

ZMCK isaSwati companyand ~ Consultancy and VIP Property
n bidding for the tender one com-  Planning Consultants. 360 degrees
pany named BICON Consulting  won with an evaluation score of
engineers had also applied forthe ~ 93.9 per cent.

DETAILS FOR BEST EVALUATED RESPONSIVE TENDERER

Municipal Council of Mbabane

Name ZMCK Consulting Engineers

Nationality Swati

Name of Tender Detail design, tender documentation
;md assistance with tender evaluation

or Malagwane Township in
Proposed Contract Price E3 783 398.66 Hy S
Total Evaluation Score 83.54 per cent
Nhlangane Town Council

Name 360 Degress Business S i

e e olutions

Name of Tender Request For Proposals (RFP): consul
tancy services for the Preparation of
Nhlangano town counci] five-year inte
gr?jted development pPlan/strategjc plan
and yearly imp] i

Proposed Contract Price E253 000 SRy

Total Evaluation Score 93.9 per cent

NERCHA awards over E77( 000 contract

BY BAHLE GAMA
aﬁlﬁed Mndzebele 18 a Swati com.-
ERERESET TS grm)f; and has been tasked wip, the
The National Emergency Response ?tougyo:efo‘?sultancy services.
Council on HIV/AIDS (NERCHA)  inati Ny ::mg 1tO malaria eljpy,.
has awarded a tender contract ulations in Esgwagla, ara at rigk pop-
ni.

worth E770 255 to Alfred Mindzebele. The
This information is according to
Authority (ESPPRA) in terms of

Y had two Competi

_ Pettors in b

gmg].; fo:_' the tender and won vtn o
Valuation score of 73 per cen;th "

> : Cs¢ are
Section 45 of the Public Procurement  an ¢ . a Mehlo wh
ActNo.7 of 2011 following a com-  ang Vzltz?;:zgssgore of 77 pel-cc}::g
petitive bidding process. with an eva}uaﬁor\:’amldnd (Pty) Ltg
cent. SCOre of' 52.5 per

DETAILS OF BEST E\

Nntiunality
Swati

ALUATED COMPANY

Name

P
Alfred Mndzebele E‘l,;ggﬁ’is;g tontract P!'fceEvaluation

3 Percen,
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Burger King SA will sell
proudly South African soft
drink in its restaurants

DURBAN - Burger King South Africa
(SA) has announced that PURA Soda
will be sold nationally in all its restau-
rants effective immediately.

PURA Seda, a proudly South African
soft drink with low sugar, natural flavours
and no colourants, will add to Burger
King SA's variety refreshment options
for calorie

"PURA Soda has the taste and refresh-
ment of a soft drink - all at a skinny 65
calories per 330 ml can," said Burger
King SA’s Ezelna Jones, Group Marketing
Executive.

Jones added, "We know our guests
want to have it their way - and for many
this means having alternate options to
regular fountain drinks. We added soda
walter as refreshment option and now

Toyota’sZOZO forecast edges it closer to Vo]ksWagen

NEW YORK -Toyota Motor Corp. is
forecasting sales of 10.77 million vehi-
cles worldwide during 2020, nudging
it closer to No. 1 automaker Volkswagen
AG.

Toyota’s outlook, which includes vehi-
cles sold by subsidiaries Daihatsu Motor
Co. and truck maker Hino Motors Ltd.,

we're excited to announce the addition
of PURA Soda to the selection".

As South Africans become increas-
ingly ingredient-aware, Jones explains

that options such as PURA Soda pro-
vide a perfect altemative for these guests.

shows slight growth from an estimated
10.72 million vehicles this year. Volkswagen
sold 10.8 million units in 2018 and said
in October it expects deliveries to be lit-
tle changed this year. Automakers are
fighting to sell cars in a difficult envi-
ronment, with tepid economic growth
worldwide and trade tensions forcing them

~ integrity over the shelf life.

PURA Soda contains 5 simple ingre-
dients -carbonated soda water, a small
amount of pure cane sugar to enhance
flavour, natural flavours, a dash of cit-
ric acid to balance the flavours and sodi-
um benzoate to preserve the product

Offers

"As a brand, we welcome everyone
with a variety of menu offers. We've
introduced PURA Soda for our guests
who prefer an alternative beverage that
is low in sugar with natural flavours,"
said Jones.

Customers have the option to swap
out the soda from any meal for an addi-
tional R3 or simply by purchasing a
PURA for R15.90.

Business Report Online

to cut profitability outlooks and slash more
than 80,000 jobs.

At the same time, they are seeking new
growth by investing in a once-in-a-gen-
eration industry shift toward electric vehi-
cles, self-driving technologies and ride-
on-demand business models:

Tol.co.za

SARS collected R421.1bn |
off the personal PAYE of |

SA workforce in 2018

CAPE TOWN - The SA Revenue
Service (SARS) received more
than 18.2 million employees’
tax certificates or [IRPSs show-
ing PAYE collection of
R421.1billion last year.

According to the latest statistics
released jointly by SARS and the
National Treasury, personal income
tax (PIT) is South Africa’s largest
source of tax revenue, and con-
tributed 38.3 per cent of the total
tax revenue collected in 2018/19,
reflecting a marginal increase in
the contribution share of 38.1 per
cent in 2017/18. SARS identi-
fied nearly 13.1million unique
individuals and an analysis of the
IRP5 certificates linked to them
shows that 6.1 million were female
taxpayers and 7 million were male.

A statement from SARS and the
Treasury read: “These unique indi-
viduals should not be regarded as
an indication of the number of
people working in the formal
labour market.

“Some individuals who are not
formally employed are also issued
with IRP5 certificates. These
include individuals who receive
benefits from retirement funds or

annuities. Sars could not link all
the TRP5 certificates to specific
individuals as some certificates
were incorrectly completed by
employers or contamed inaccu-
rate information.”

Meanwhile, 1342 511 (27.3 per
cent) of assessed taxpayers were
aged 35 to 44 years; and 1 976
674 (40.2 per cent) of assessed
taxpayers were registered in
Gauteng, of whom 636460 lived
in the Johannesburg metro and
were taxed on an average taxable
income of R446 838. The Westem
Cape came second with15.39 per
cent or 753652 taxpayers.

Published

The National Treasury and SARS
have published the 12th annual
edition of the tax statistics.

The 2019 edition provides an
overview of tax-revenue collec-
tions and tax-return information
for the 2015 to 2018 tax years, as
well as the 2014/15 to 2018/19
fiscal years.

Most individuals receive their
income as salaries or wages (75.8
per cent, pension or annuity pay-
ments and investment income.

Cape Argus

i JOHANNESBURG -Global bond
i traderswho ventured into Africa this
year have reaped rich rewards.

The continent's sovereign Dollar debt
has generated total returns of 20 per
cent since the start o 2019, more than
any other region in emerging markets,

Local bonds have also performed
strongly. Egyptian Pound and Nigerian
Naira bonds each returned more than
30 percent in Dollar terms.

If the world’s major central banks

remain dovish in 2020, that should sus-
tain a dash for higher yields in emerg-
i ing markets and mean that African
i bonds remain in hot demand.
i The extra yield investors get when
i buying sovereign Dollar bonds in Africa
i rather than US Treasuries has narrowed
i almost 100 basis points this year, accord-
ing to J.P. Morgan Chase & Co’s indices.
i Still, at 461 basis points, that spread
i remains the highest of any emerging-
! market region and double that of Eastern
Europe.

Africais a "land of opportunity" and
could be one of the main beneficiaries
if the US and China make more progress
on trade talks, said Bank of America
strategists including London-based
David Hauner.

But investors face plenty of potential
risks in 2020. South Africa could lose

its last investment-grade rating, Ghana’s
government might ramp up spending
ahead of elections, Zambia’s debt cri-
sis could spiral out of control and Nigeria
may be forced to devalue its currency.

Here's what to watch for in 10 key

i markets.

@ SOUTH AFRICR

Portfolio investors have exited South
Africa en masse this year, pulling anet
$10bn from its stock and local-bond

markets, according to data from the
Johannesburg Stock Exchange. They’ve
been concerned by the deepening cri-
sis at state-owned power company
Eskom, which can’t service its R450bn
of debts without government support,
and the increasing chance that Moody''s
Investors Service will cut South Africa’s
final investment-grade rating to junk.

But if President Cyril Ramaphosa
makes headway in reforming Eskom,
investors will prebably be quick to
come back. Bank of America and
Goldman Sachs both say its inflation-
adjusted bond yields are attractive and
the central bank has room to cut inter-
est rates.

@ ENGOLA

Afiica’s second-biggest oil produc-
er is still reeling from a crash in crude
prices five years ago. The economy
will contract for a fourth straight year
in 2019, the International Monetary
Fund said this week. Still, investors
have been impressed by the central
bank’s reforms, including the devalu-
ation of the kwanza.

Its fall of 32 per cent this year against
the Dollar - only Argentina’s Peso has
wedkened more - has increased infla-
tionary pressure. But it’s also eased a
shortage of foreign exchange that was
crippling businesses.

@ EGYPT

Egypt remains a favourite among port-
folio investors. Carry traders, attract-
ed by yields of around 14 per cent on
pound bonds, have flocked to the Arab
nation. The currency has rallied 12 per
cent this year, its best performance in
at least 25 years - and Socicte Generale
SA forecasts it will gain another 4.5

per cent to 1535 per Dollar in 2020.

.............................
............

From South Africa to Egypt, 10 African markets to watch in

But the reforms of President Abdel-
Fattah EI-Sisi are yet to translate into
the foreign direct investment and jobs
that Egypt badly needs. Aware of that,
investors will watch to see if there’s
any repeat of the anti-government
protests in September that briefly rocked
local markets.

@ ETHIOPIR

The Horn-of-Africa nation remains
one of the fastest-growing economies
in the world. But that masks deep prob-
lems: inflation has accelerated to more
than 20 per cent and shortages of for-
cign exchange are acute. Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed, this year’s Nobel Peace
Prize winner, recently turned to the
IMF for a $2.9bn, three-year loan.

Investors welcomed the move, which
should speed up plans to open up and
modernise the state-controlled econo-
my. The central bank has already start-
ed to weaken the overvalued birr, which
had been largely pegged to the dollar.
‘I‘This IMF deal is one of the biggest
ideological shifts I've seen in Africa -
this decade,” said Charlie Robertson,
Renaissance Capital’s London-based
chief economist,

@ CHANR ;

West Africa’s second-biggest econ-
omy holds general elections in late
2020, with President Nana Akufo-Addo
probably seeking a second term. The
country has a history of fiscal profli-
gacy in the run-up to polls and investors
will watch whether the government is
more cautious this time. The cedi has
been under pressure and fell toa record
low this month. But Renaissance Capital,
which recommends that clients buy
Ghana’s Eurobonds, says it isnow one
of Affica’s most undervalued curren-

2020

cies.

IVORY COAST

The Francophone country is set to
hold a general election in October.
Many analysts hoped it would mark a
transition to a younger generation of
leaders. But there’s a chance it will be
a conlest between President Alassane
Quattara, who came to powerin 2011,
and his long-time rivals Henri Konan
Bedie and Laurent Gbagbo.

[f'so, “the country risks slipping back
mnto the political turmoil it seemed to
have escaped barely 10 years ago.™ said
Teneo Intelligence analysts Anne Fruhauf
and Malte Liewerscheidt.

@ KENYR

Kenya’s economy is forecast to grow
5.8 per cent next year, making it one
of Affica’s most buoyant nations. Bank
of America says the removal of a cap
on interest rates in November is a fir-
ther reason for optimism and should
help the government obtain a standby
loan from the IMF. Key to the East
Aftican country’s longer-term prospects
will be whether it can rein in the bud-

“getdeficit. Forecast to be 6.6 per cent
- ‘of gross domestic product this year, it’s

one of the widest in sub-Saharan A fricq.

@ MOZEMBIQUE

Mozambique completed a debt restruc-
lun'ng in October that had dragged on
since it defaulted on $727m of Eurobonds
in early 2017. That should pave the
way for the government to raise the
funding itneeds for its portion of multi-
billion-dollar gas projects. Once they’re
finished, the impoverished southern
Affican country is set to become a major
exporter of liquefied natural gas.

@ NIGERIA :

Nigeria’s status as one of the world's
best carry trades will probably lastas
long as central bank Governor Godwin
Emefiele keeps the Nairastable. That's
becoming harder, with Nigerian for-
eign reserves having dropped 14 per
cent to $39bn since July. Emefiele’s
signaled he’[l let them falla lot further
before loosening his grip on the cur-
rency, which barely budges. Fiscal :
authorities, meanwhile,will iry to beost :
an economy that’s béen growing more
slowly than the population for the past
five years. i

@ ZEVBIA ;

Zambia’s economy haswersened this
year, the latest problems being severe
drought and electricity outages. The !
copper producer’s Dallar-bond yields
trade at almost 20 per cenl, Suggesting
investors see a highriskofdefault. The
government still has some time on its £
hands - its next Eurobends don’t mature. £
until September 2022. But many ana-
lysts believe it will struggle to avoida
restructuring unlessit quickly gets debt
reliefon loans from Chinaand a bailout
from the IMF. PresidentEdgar Lungu
has so far scemed reluctant to accept :
the conditions thatwould come witha
loan from the Washington-based lender. £

Fin24 i

Its fall of 32 per cent this
Vear against the Dollar - only
Brgentina’s Peso has weak-
ened more - fias increased
inflationary pressure.




Eswatini Observer Fridoy December 27, 2019

Focus on

World News

Global News

TRUMP BLASTS CALIFORNIA | Robber throws cash in air,
GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM

NEW YORK - President Trump has
taken time out from his Christmas
Day festivities to blast California
Governor Gavin Newsom for failing
to adequately address the state's grow-
ing homeless crisis.

The president took to Twitter on
Wednesday afternoon, threatening to
getthe federal governmentinvolved in
the crisis because Newsom is doing 'a
really bad job!.

The tweet comes after the Department
of Housing and Urban Development
[HUD] released data last week reveal-
ing that the homeless rate in California
has surged a staggering 16.4 percent in
the past 12 months.

Residents

Now, more than 140 000 California
residents are without shelter on any
given night - accounting for more than
a fifth of the entire homeless popula-
tion across the United States.

Newsom, who only took office this
year, appears to be blaming the Trump
administration for the escalating crisis.

He was seen on camera lastweek, stat-
ing: “They're [the Trump Administration]
not serious about this issue. They're
playing politics with it, expect nothing

hut division coming and emanating from

LONDON -At the end of what she called
a‘bumpy’ year, in which the kingdom
has arguably been less united than at
any point in her reign. the Queen used
Wednesday’s Christmas message to make
asimple request.

And she made it several times over: could
weall, please, let bygones be bygones.

There was no mention of this year's political
upheavals, of course. But she spoke explicitly
about the need to settle disagreements and
move on. The wartime generation had
managed it, she said, as powerful images
were broadcast of this year’s 75th anniversary
of D-Day. “Sworn enemies came together
in friendly commemorations, she went on,
“putting past differences behind them.™

Noting all the efforts towards reconciliation
since the war. she employed the phrase
agiin: “By being willing to put pastdifferences
hehind us and move forward together, we
honour the freedom and democracy once
won for us at so great a cost.” Christ, said
the Queen, had shown the world how to
“overcome long-held differences and deep-

-of O": state's homeless crisis and says federal government may get involved -
as it's revealed that more than 140 000 residents are now without shelter

BLASTS: US President

Donald Trump.

the folks at HUD and the president.”
Conservative commentator Tomi
Lahren posted the clip to her Twitter
account last week and added the com-
ment: “Take accountability, Gavin. This
is your state and you and your Democratic
cohorts created this mess. You can't
blame @realDonaldTrump forever. Step

away from the hair gel and get to work!!!”

Trump then retweeted Lahren on
Christmas afternoon, before adding his
own threat to get the feds involved in
the state.

“Governor Gavin N has done a real-
ly bad job on taking care of the home-
less population in California. If he can’t
fix the problem, the Federal Govt. will
get involved™

Controlled

Meanwhile, the recent study from
HUD found that homeless rates are more
prevalent in Democrat controlled states.

Blue states, such as New Y ork, Hawaii,
California and Washington had the high-
est rates of homelessness per 10 000
people.

States with the lowest rates of home-
lessness per 10000 people are Mississippi,
Louisiana, Alabama, Virginia and North
Dakota.

The HUD report found that California
was not the state with the largest per-
centage increase in their homeless pop-
ulation. The number of homeless peo- !
ple in the state of New Mexico increased
by 27 per cent in 2019. Daily Mail

UNITY: Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II.

seated divisions™.

And, for the benefit of those who had still
not got the message —or only just switched
on the telly — she ended on the same thought:
Christmas was “a timely reminder of what
positive things can be achieved when people
set aside past differences and come together.”

The best way to achieve this, she explained

repeatedly, was through “small steps” — a
phrase she had borrowed from the first man
on the Moon. Recalling that this year is the
50th anniversary of Nasa's Apollo 11
mission, she spoke of being ‘transfixed’
watching Neil Armstrong ‘taking a small
step for man and a giant leap for mankind’.
Daily Mail

shouting 'Merry Christmas’

COLORADO - A man with a white
beard was being held on $10 000
bond for allegedly robbing a
Colorado bank and throwing the
stolen cash into the air while shouting,
“Merry Christmas” to passersby,
police and local media reported on
Tuesday.

David Wayne Oliver, 65, was amested
at a nearby Starbucks coffee shop
after he held up the Academy Bank
in Colorado Springs on Monday
afiemoon, according to a police report.
Police said the suspect had "threatened
the use of'a weapon™ and left the bank
with an undisclosed amount of cash.

A police spokesperson could not
immediately be reached for comment,
but Colorado Springs television station

F . R,

KKTV reported that eyewimess Dion
Pascale recounted Oliver stepped
outside the bank and tossed the money
“all over the place”. “He started
throwing money outof the bag" before
yelling, "Merry Christmas,” the TV
station quoted Pascale as saying.

Pascale said bystanders retrieved
some of the money and refurned it
to the bank as Oliver walked to the
Starbucks, sat down and appeared to
be waiting for police to arrest him,
KKTV reported.

The Denver Post quoted police as
saying “thousands of dollars remained
unaccounted for,” adding there was
no indication Oliver used a weapon
in the heist.

AFP

MERRY CHRISTMAS: The Queen was buoyed on a
Christmas Day after her great-grandchildren stole the
show in their first public appearance on her Norfolk
estate. (Daily Mail)

'Prince Andrew skipped church
service to avoid being heckled'

LONDON - Prince Andrew skipped
the Christmas Day church service
to 'avoid being heckled' while the
other royals beamed with joy as
they met an adoring public at
Sandringham.

The Queen was buoyed after her
great-grandchildren stole the show
in their first public appearance on her
Norfolk estate.

But the absence of her.poorly hus-
band, Prince Philip, and shamed son,
the Duke of York—as well as Harry
and Meghan — cast a shadow over
the occasion. After four days in hos-

pital being treated for a mystery ail-
ment, frail Philip, 98, was being cared
for at the main house on the Norfolk
estate as Her Majesty and other senior
royals attended church,

During the service, which was broad-
cast over speakers to the public out-
side, Canon Jonathan Riviere appeared
to refer to the Duke of Edinburgh
when he told the congregation: “We
pray for those struggling with ill-
ness.” Prince Andrew was forced to
step down from public duties over
his friendship with paedophile Jeffrey
Epstein. Daily Mail

BRIEFS

= =

- ‘Whiﬁé House campaign used prison labour

NEW YORK - Billionaire US presidentigl
candidate Michael Bloombergon Tuesday said
hi - o1 had unknowingly used prison
]xgﬂii?slgglfake telephone callson his behalf.
'Bloomberg, who Jastmonth entered the Democratic
Party race to face Republican President Dgnald
Trump in the November 2020 election, said the
campaign had ended.its relationship mth a

_company that used prison labour for making
phone calls."We do not support this practice
‘and we are making sure our vendors more
T vt their subcontractors moving forward,
Bloomberg said in2

 AFP

Typhoon PhaM ruins Xmas for travellers

MANILA - Christmas turned to chaos for many
holiday observers in the central Phillippines asa
typhoon with strong winds and heavy rains destroyed
homes, cut off power and stranded travellers,
disaster officials said on Wednesday. Typhoon
Phanfone, rated category 2 by Trpplcal Storm
Risk, was packing maximum sustained winds of
120km per hour with gusts up to 150 kph when
it made landfall in the eastern province of Samar
on Tuesday, weather and disaster officials said.More
than 4 000 people have been evacuated in the
Eastern Visayas region of the central Philippines,
disaster officials said, although no deaths have
been reported. Reuters

Netanyahu rushed off stage, into bomb shelter

GAZA - Isracli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was forced to take cover in a bomb
shelter after a rocket was launched from the
Gaza Strip to city where he was hosting a
campaign visit. The Israeli military confirmed
the launch against Ashkelon, which is 7.5 miles
(12 km) from the coastal Palestinian enclave,
saying the rocket was shot down by an Iron
Dome air defence interceptor. There was no
immediate claim of responsibility in Gaza,
which is under the control of Hamas Islamists
and where a smaller armed faction, Islamic
Jihad, exchanged fire with Israel during a two-
day surge of violence last month. Daily Mail

Voters ditched Labour over Corbyn's leadership

LONDON - The biggest reason that voters
ditched the Labour Party at this year's general
election was Jeremy Corbyn's leadership, a
YouGov poll claims. ,
Following the lefi-winger's disastrous performance
as Boris Johnson secured a landslide victory
the polling group asked 500 people who backe(i
him in 2017 why they did not this time around
La}bour's vote share fell by almost eight per cent
ﬁls t:lndi agd 15 ﬁ';lyer cent of respondents saiq
ey didn't back them thj

e S year due to Corbyn's
BBC NEws ' |
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President Erdogan closer to deploying troops in Libya

TRIPOLI - Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan has hinted he is edging clos-
er to deploying troops in Libya.
Erdogan paid a sutprise visit to Tunisia
on Wednesday to discuss cooperation
for a possible ceasefire in neighbour-
ing Libya, where Ankara supports the
internationally recognised govemment.
The Turkish president, speaking at
ajoint news conference with Tunisia's
President Kais Saied, also reaffirmed
Ankara's willingness to send troops to

Libya if it received such a request.

Erdogan's visit to Tunis came a month
after Turkey and Libya signed two
separate accords, one on maritime
boundaries in the eastern Mediterranean
and another on security and military
cooperation.

Turkey backs Fayez al-Serraj's
Government of National Accord (GNA),
which has been fending off a months-
long offensive by Khalifa Haftar's
forces in eastern Libya.

Erdogan, the first head of state to
visit Tunis since Saied's landslide elec-
tion win in October, said the devel-
opments in Libya were having a neg-
ative impact on neighbouring states,
including Tunisia.

Discussed

"We discussed the possible steps we
can take and cooperation opportuni-
ties with the aim of establishing cease-
fire in Libya as soon as possible and
returning to a political process," Erdogan

said.

In Tunisia's hybrid political system,
the prime minister controls most pol-
icy areas, while the president is in
charge of foreign affairs, defence and
security. Tunisia's main foreign poli-
cy interests have traditionally been in
maintaining strong ties with its two
much larger neighbours Algeria and
Libya.

Last week, Erdogan said Turkey
would not remain silent in the face of

ch as the Russian-

Wagner, & group _of private
bmfi;;eig contractors, supportng Haﬂar‘ S
forces in Libya. MoOsCOW has said itis
very concemed about the prospect of
Tuskish troops being deployed there.

Deploying
On Wednesday, Erdogan renerafed
that Turkey would evaluate the option
of deploying troops if the GNA lag.ked
for support after SIgNINE the military
d added that the Wagner

ement, an ) guet
éragno;lp had "no connections, nothing"

in Libya.
Daily Mail

. "
"mercenaries SU

‘crossed the line'

ZAMBIA -The US State
Department has recalled its
ambassador to Zambia after he
criticised the harsh laws around
sodomy and the jailing of a gay
couple.

A spokesperson for the US State
Department said Washington is
'dismayed' by the Zambian gov-
emnment's statement that

Ambassador Daniel Foote's posi-
tion 'is no longer tenable.'

“Despite this action, the United
States remains committed to our
partnership with the Zambian peo-
ple,” the spokesperson said.

Relationship
“We seek an open and frank
relationship of mutual respect,
commensurate with the generous
aid provided to the Zambian peo-
ple by the United States.”

Zambia's High Court last month
jailed the male gay couple for 15
years for engaging in sexual rela-
tions “against the order of nature”,
a decision the US ambassador said
was horrifying.

When Foote publicly stated he

was 'personally horrified' by the

jailing, he was told he had “'crossed
aline.”

Foote added: “Meanwhile, gov-
ernment officials can steal mil-
lions of public dollars without
prosecution, political cadres can
beat innocent citizens ... with no
consequences, poachers can kill
numerous elephants... and face a
maximum of only five years.”

Beneficiary

President Edgar Lungu said on
December 15 that Zambia, a major
beneficiary of US aid, had sent a
protest letter to Washington over
the remarks by Foote and was
awaiting a response.

A US embassy source who is
not allowed to issue statements
told Reuters that Washington had
decided to recall its ambassador
because it was difficult for him
to work in Zambia. “Since Lungu
says he does not want to work
with Foote, there was no point of

him remaining. Also don't forget
that there are security issues so
Washington want their man back,”
the source said.

“The US cannot be paying a

US PULLS AMBASSADOR
FROM ZAMBIA

...after he criticised jailing of gay couple and was told he

v

KICKED OUT: US Ambassador
Daniel Foote and Zambia
President Edgar Lungu.

salary to someone who cannot work because
the hosts don't want him,” a second US
embassy source said.

Zambia's foreign affairs ministry did not
respond to a request for comment.

Zambia receives hundreds of millions of
dollars every year in financial support from
the United States, some of which goes toward
fighting HIV/AIDS.

African countries have some of the world's
most prohibitive laws governing homosex-
uality. Same-sex relationships are consid-
ered taboo and gay sex is a crime across most
of the continent, with punishments ranging
from imprisonment to death.

“The United States firmly opposes abus-
es against LGBTI persons. Governments
have an obligation to ensure that all people
can freely enjoy the universal human rights
and fundamental freedoms to which they are
entitled,” the State Department spokesper-
son said. Daily Mail

ABUJA -Boko Haram jihadists
killed seven people in a raid on a
Christian village in Nigeria on
Christmas Eve.

Dozens of fighters driving trucks
and motorcycles stormed into
Kwarangulum late on Tuesday, shoot-
ing fleeing residents and burning
homes after looting food supplies.

“They killed seven pcople and
abducted a teenage girl in the attack,”
local vigilante David Bitrus said.

“They took away food stuff and
burnt many houses before leaving,”
he said, adding that a church was also
burnt. The jihadists were believed
to have attacked from Boko Haram's
nearby Sambisa forest enclave, said
Chibok community leader Ayuba

BOKO HARAM JIHADISTS KILL 7,
ABDUCT TEENAGE GIRL

Alamson who confirmed the toll.

Boko Haram and its IS-afﬁliz_ucd
Islamic State West Africa Province
(ISWAP) faction have recently stcpped
up attacks on military and civilian
targets. Kwarangulum, whichis 10
miles from Chibok, came under attack
in April by Boko Haram terrorists
who stole food and bumned much of
the village. Residents had managed
to flee before the arrival of the jihadists
following tip-off from people who
saw the gunmen heading toward the
village.

Chibok is the scene of the mass kid-
nap of 276 schoolgirls in 2014 by
Boko Haram which sparked global
outrage and drew attention to the
group's notoriety. Daily Mail

Road carnages claim 589 lives in SA

CAPE TOWN - A total of 589 peo-
ple have been killed on South African
roads since the start of this year's
festive season, Transport Minister
Fikile Mbalula said this week.

The fatalities were the result of 489
crashes, the minister said in his lat-
est update on road fatalities during
the festive season which began in
mid-November.

The toll remained high despite a 25
per cent drop from the same period
last year, when 839 people were killed
in 656 fatal accidents, the minister
said. '

"The majority of those who died
were pedestrians, at 39 per cent, fol-
loyved by passengers, at 34 per cent,
drivers, at 26 per cent, and cyclists,
at one per cent," Mbalula said.

The minister attributed most of the
fatal accidents to drunk driving, speed-
ing, and reckless and negligent dri-
ving. Law enforcement agencies have
made 2 915 arrests, a slight drop from
the 3 052 arrests recorded during the
same period last year, according to
the minister.

Improvement

The drop represented a slight improve-
ment in driver behaviour, Mbalula
said. "However, we remain concemed
about the high number of people who
continue to drive under the influence
of alcohol," he said.

Among those arrested this year, |
397 were arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol and 272 for
speeding, Mbalula said.

Xinhuanet.com

Man dies of

OUAGADOUGOU - A militant attack in
northern Burkina Faso killed 35 civilians, almost
all of them women, the president said, one of
the deadliest assaults in nearly five years of
jihadist violence in the West African country.
Seven soldiers and 80 jihadists were also killed
in the double attack ona military base and Arbinda
town in Soum province, the army said.
Burkina Faso, bordering Mali and Niger, has
seen regular jihadist attacks which have left
hundreds dead since the start of 2015 when
militant violence began to spread across the
Sahel region.
All Afvica

LONDON - A Nigerian man died in federal
immigration custody over the weekend, just
days after he was convicted of a sex offence and
assault in Maryland. Anthony Oluseye Akinyeri,
56, died early on Saturday momning after being
found unresponsive in his cell at the Worcester
County Jail in Snow Hill, Maryland, according
to a Monday news release from US Immigration
and Customs Enforcement. : :
The official cause of deegﬂ) was not lmme:dlately
determined, but authontles_behqve Akinyemi
took his own life by strangling himself.

Daily Mail

capital on Tuesday dismissed the opposition
Umbrella for Democratic Change's (UDC) cal]
to have the results of the October general electi on
thrown out over "irregularities",

Botswana voted on October 23 and the rylip,
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) won Wi'th-g
majority of 38 seats against the UD('s | 5 seais
in the 57-member Parliament, The UDC hgq
p?ttil‘;mmd the court and contested the outcome
of the election citing "irreeularitios in crmaa.
the ct;)nstituencies''.g EEAEteS I somelot
AFP

suspected suicide in custody Court rejects opposition election fraud claims Rights activist charged with money laundering
GABORONE - A High Court in Botswana's DARESSA

: SALAAM - A Tanzanian court charged
';nggﬁﬁt‘ﬁ;{mo Magoti with money laundering
R Offences after holding him in custody
P Sé’:; the organisation for which he works
Co-worker"mtors in K1§um court said Magoti and
Yeding o eodory Giyan had been charged with
possessiurgamseci crime, money laundering and
thep urposg gfqmputqr programmes designed for
held iy committing crimes. Both were being
of‘ﬂle.[?;swdym await a January 7 hearing. Magoti,
wats e 2 and Human Rights Centre (LHRC),
him iy g, by plain-clothed officers who bundled
that ho oy MATKed car, initially raising fears
been abducted, 4FP
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‘KING DALINDYEBO
JAILED FOR JOINING DA’

C{\PE TOWN - It is claimed that AbaThembu
King Buyelekhaya Dalindyebo was punished
and sentenced to jail for his decision to dump
the ANC and join the DA.

This is according to the President of the Congress
of Traditional Ieaders of SA (Contralesa), Kgoshi
Mat.hupa Mokoena, in histeaction following King
Dalindyebo’s release on Sunday night from the
EaSt. London Correctional Centre where he was
serving a 12-year jail sentence.

“The incarceration of King Dalindyebo was polit-
ically motivated. At some point, the King joined
the DA_a.nd that did not go down well with the
authorities in government,” Kgoshi Mokoena said.

Ht? maintained that King Dalindyebo was also
punished for calling a senior govemnment official

Zuma spotted
at chess tourney

DURBAN - Former president Jacob Zuma
has made his first public appearance since
reports that he was in Cuba seeking treat-
ment for an illness.

Zuma was spotted at the 11th annual JG
Zuma Chess Tournament at Sibusisiwe Hall
in Mandeni, where he went to "encourage
schoolchildren competing in a tournament",
according to TimesLive.

According to the publication, the chess tour-
nament reaches out to scores of schoolchild-
ren across the province during the December
holidays. Weekly newspaper Sunday World
previously reported that Zuma was in Cuba
seeking treatment for an illness linked to an
alleged poison plot in 2014, He also, appar-
ently, was struggling with memory loss.

Investigate

The National Prosecuting Authority, how-
ever, in September declined to investigate
¢laims of him being poisoned, saying there
was no evidence that such an act had taken
place. 3,

On December 9, Zuma’s lawyers told the
Zondo commission of inquiry into state cap-
fure that he would not meet his deadline to
respond to an application by journalist and
broadcaster Redi Tlhabi for leave to cross-
examine him, because he had been hospi-
talised, TimesLive reported.

During his testimony in July, Zuma claime_d
that Tlhabi was working on a film about his
rape trial. He was acquitted ona charge of
rape in 2007, News24 reported.

The former president claimed there were
attempts by certain individuals to "assassi-
nate his character” and that the media was
part of this attempt. : -

He said T1habi was working on a movie to
push a parrative that he is a rapist.

News24

Fe £ 2 i £ -
TTED: Former president
ifc%nguma has mac_fe his first
public appearance since reports
that he was in Cuba seeking

freatment for an illness.

a boy - “meaning he was not circumeised”.

“As you can remember, one former minister of
Cq~operative Governance and Traditional Affairs
(Rlchard Baloyi) was sacked for refusing to take
disciplinary action against King Dalindyebo,”
Kgoshi Mokoena said.

King Dalindyebo’s Spokesperson, Prince Mthunzi
Ngonyama, said the royal family was planning to
conduct aritual for the king that would include a
“cleansing ceremony” before he could take up his
duties. Afier his release on Sunday night, King
Dalindyebo travelled from East London Correctional
Service Centre for two hours and 30 minutes ona
road trip to the Great Bumbane Palace in Umtata.

.Prince Mthunzi Ngonyama accompanied the
king’s wife, Queen Nokwanda Dalindyebo, to East
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PUNISHED: AbaThembu King
Buyelekhaya Dalindyebo.

London for a formal hand-over to his family upon
his release on Sunday.

The King was, however, driven to his family
home by prison officials. “The King is resting at
his private residence. “He will, in the coming days,
address his people and make pronouncements to
them about things he intends to do for them,”
Ngonyama said. The Star
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7ahara owes me

'R20k! - Sangoma

- CAPE TE)'WN -Sangoma Sibusiso Mathe

is furious with Zahara. -

The 38-year-old from Khayelitsha, Cape
Town, told Daily Sun the artist owed him
money. He had booked her to perform at the
End of the Year Music Festival in B_lhayeh_lshe,
which took place last Saturday, but she didn’t
show up. -

“I’m very unhappy with what she did. Iloved
her so much but she disappointed me. I never
received a proper apology. | just gota ph_one,
call to say she was sorry for what happem‘ad,’
Mathe said. The sangoma had booked a flight
from Joburg to Cape Town for Zahara and her
manager, but the artist apparently only rocked
up after the show. Mathe claimed he had already
paid Zahara an appearance fee deposit of R10
000 of a total R20 000 she was supposed to be
paid for the performance. He said: “I want my
money back. I paid her R10 000. My expens-
es to bring her to Cape Town with her man-
ager is another R10 000. Daily Sun

ble to all meﬁuﬂ'umm
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BYE BYE 2019,
HELLO 2020

BY NOKWANDE SIBANDZE deep house music line-up show with
D only locals.

Forall your crossover events, make

CAN you believe it, well 2020 is  sure you attend at least one if you

already here and it’s timeto party.  cannot hop from one to the next

With just a few events over the  because they are all promising to be
weekend but worry not because  the best.

crossover parties will be scattered From Umlilo Crossover to the All

all over the country. White and many others, pick one or
This week, E1 World willtakeover ~ more and enter 2020 on a high.
Solani’s Shisanyama with S-Tone, Whichever event you decide to

Sun El Musician, Simmyandmany  attend, make sure you are safe and
others. Head to the entertainment  do not drink and drive.
huband be entertained by these artists. See you next year!

Mega Lounge

will also be
hosting
an all

TONIGHT
El World Music Experience
Where: Solani’s Shisanyama

Time: 4pm

Solani’s Shisanyama will be host-
ing El World; a Sun El Musician sta-
ble. Catch Eswatini’s very own S-
Tone joined by Sun-El Musician,
Simmy, Sino Msolo, Mthunzi, Claudio
X Kenza and DJ Mondy at Solani’s
tonight and get ready to be rocked
by the El World.
They will also be joined by
Sgitha, Rythymic Soul,

Culolam, Bloss and many
more.

Tickets cost E120 and
dress code is smart casu-

al.

&~

¢ SAVE THE DATE

Deep in the City
Where: Mega : The Shutdown Crossover
Lounge § Whera: Malkems Country Clb
Time: [2pm £ i When: December 31
Recently opened the — -  All White New Year Eve Party
Mega Louhnge will bde EL WORLD EXPERIENCE: - £ Where: Esibayen Lodge
hosting their secon 5 . ; § When: December 31
event where they will SN _ DEE‘_D = Msak”e'_ § Music and Spin Shutdown
be hosting deep house  Groove Dokotela, Orthodox, Mseto,  their Deejays include Mixmash, Who - ywhere: Tums Waer Worg
music deejaysaround  Master Jack and many others. will headline the clubon Thursday. £ 1. pecerbe
the country. E50 gets you in. On Friday D] Wickedwillbebehind ~ { Change Crossover
If you are a deep house the decks and Crooks will take over Where: X-Chatge Log
music fan, then thisisdef-  Sun Valley Blues on Saturday. The place opens at 4pm Time: 1.Uam Al
initely your event. Catch Where: Sun Valley Blues till late and E100 gets you in and a H En A s
Mistosoul, Msakrie,  Time: 4pm till late drink. On Sunday will be a family Wh""‘f‘; Lounge Crossover Party
Jazzinsoul, Yugo, Tibza, ~ Newly launched night club Sun ~ day with gates openingat 10am ill | - e1E: ENrYPIO A Loige (Ngwenya)
Csar, Nkam V, The Valley Bluesisofficiallyopenedand late and entry is free. il 6pm

T — ' . . . Lubombo based group returns to the li-k g ‘ .
uk aved Group shines in Zim  country on Sunda o e 1o invite all Emaswati to the
Shongwe and Khuphuka S P would have M hous estprio s g 20/ Show where we wouldhave

from Monday this week gracing at  as we surge forward in our music,”  ing the Lubombo Regiona] G € likes of Thokozani Langa the SA

Reverend Elias Shongwe, lead singer  show at Mayaluka Stadium o St di star, Pongola Gospel Wagon

: S 0’; the grogpse;lnd fronimgn saic-l. 2 31. This is not the first time for the Chiis \DVDYNgWenyama. “Ndawonye
= : e everend Sho vita- in 7: i i

POPULAR gospel music outfit, belggzl;ﬁfgbu\;rcans tion by the Zim]i])ig\i:arﬁt?:cligality gzgipggﬂ;r;nmeMbabweasmey azarenzmtxppem, Maphattﬁ H}('iV;JkU
Sh d Khuphuka Saved different towns and £ bers to  is an endorsement of their music b iousl i apk, They also Pre- Gogpe] : avundlam'an i

ongwe an P Zimbabwe have been turning up in num e:rsed o g e Y viously performed in Botswans along- Pel Messengers, Bishop Geina
Gr oup, Is. curm ently in Zim support Shongwe and Khuphuka Sﬂ‘f’ hans CYOn Ewanmtu ft Crs. i 1S side Youth Ablage, Shongwe said on anﬁsllku, Come to Jesus, Spirit Quest,
dehghtmg the masses there-b the Group. This has creatfed a new an 355 l;gi::feré J;s na:;.g 1i21§:mse ;)agg:l n{t)l; Jaxtlu?lt']y 3, the group would be flying Wil Many more from the local front
ZHO;] %l.gmﬁ e lp‘;llgii;l?}?e g):'oup base for us and we bellgziégcfp?lféﬁt gle sup§0rters is evident,” he said.gl'he ?;lé)ap;e]sgum}{.for amt_her'big show shoni;jso bethere” Gatesa the crossver
h:snb:en :nteg:iiacig’g the multitudes  nificant and ‘welcome el W R T e Wi, “In closm_g_, I would While gﬁﬁ'? dr‘:‘t 3})111 01;5 fPl))oecernll:erd3]

i ce fee is per head.

BY NJABULO DLAMINI Jeast three shows. The last of the shows

%% is on Sunday.
“The shows are
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MEI.V OF THE MOMENT: Blag Diamond renders a splendid performance
during the Eswatini Kuse Khaya event which was held at the XChange on

_ o = X 3 / '} ™

SMALLZ TEAM : Smallz and his team came to celebrate their end of year

. | dances

After a few sound glitches, and

B = et

Monday evening. (Pic: Setsabile Nkambule)

HEAT UP THE XCHANGE

DJ TOS kept the crowd danc-

ENJOYING : Blag Diamond's fans

pa

performance during the Eswatini

==

MOND

erformance.

- — WS Y

2 !\\i_l'.\\l'lr'yjaf[«'--;

Y = Sy,

... Artists complain of
no professionalism
at The XChange

ARTISTS who were meant to perform
at the event complained about lack of pro-

BY SETSAB: NEAMBUL 1 I S 1 Khaya event whi fessionalism from event promoters.
Pr— I:IE = e i It Was a b’tter Sour Show ;ﬁi XChananm M;E;,Vj,s el One major factor to t‘hiS was thf: lack of
R - poorattendance in the early hours  ing throughout his set. Danced transparency and promises not being kept.
DJ TOS and Blaq Diamond ofthe night, the two performances ~ He was followed by LK Baba  Funlovers danced and sangalong One artist, who Pmﬁ?ﬂ?d tobe anonympx;s&
gave great performances dur- rescued the show. who kept hip hop loversdancing  to all the songs from the begin- confirmed that some artists had not Iecen‘fﬂd
ing the Eswatini Kuse Khaya : Allowed to his songs. ning of their set to the end. their deposits as promised. Hence they co
show which was held at The At 9pm, fans were allowed fo Splendid Fans even fried to push to get to not perform. : :
XChange on Mondayevening. enter the venue at no cost. Blag Diamond gave asplendid  the front to watch their favourite He stated that t}e was d1sappomteq athow
entertainers perform. the organisers failed to take those artists seri-

ously with regards to the lack of communi-
cation.

“As we speak, [ have not received my
deposit and I don't see myself getting on
stage to perform. The hospitality from these
organisers is very poor. We are very disap-
pointed with the reception we are receiving
today," he said.

He stated that for the industry to grow,
event organisers and artists need to be able
to work hand in hand and this was some-
thing that did not happen on the night.

Although the show began later than the
estimated time and a number of artists who
were booked didn’t perform, this didn’t stop
people from having fun.

Artists like Mduduzi Nezinceku
ZaMagawugawu, Smokey and Wigo, Jurie
and a few other artists did not perform.

According to organiser Ndoda Mabuza,
they were humbled on how the show tumed
out.

“We want to apologise to the artists who
ended up not performing. We will make it
up to them just after the holidays,” he said.

. | . 5 4
- g /]
5 3

MC: - ' s - =~ = - WF ~ R
e LALA DJ : The DJs kept the crowd  HIP HOP: LK BABA was among the Z‘,}OP 5 :'he ‘ﬁf 7;33 :{'d Sifiso Dlamin;
best performers of the night. ght while awaiting fo,

dancing.

Touch to perform.
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lunch.

BY NOKWANDA SIBANDZE
i e

ROYAL Swazi Sunwas all about
VIP treatment for all their cus-
tomers on Christmas day.

With good food and drinks, the
hotel also gave away giffs fo a num-
ber of their customers during a
draw.

Some customers walked away
with two-night-stays at the hotel,
gift vouchers, Christmas gift bas-
kets and many other exciting pre-
sents from the hotel.

Most of the families at the event

LOYAL CUSTOMERS: A section of the customers that attended the Christmas

ROYAL SWAZIALL ABOUT
VIPTREATEMENT ON XMAS

held at Convention Centre, said
they loved how the hotel gave back
to them.

Admitted

They also sang high praises about |

the hospitality of the hotel staff.

Most of the families also admit- |
ted to have spent most of their hol- |
idays at the hotel and not just on

Christmas Day.

The place was decorated in a 11},_
Christmas theme and families and |
friends who came to enjoy togeth- |
er were also given a chance to take |8
pictures at the beautifully deco- [&%

rated photo-booth.
' 121

hotel.

8 4

4 Thes

e children were happy to take a pictu.

HAPPY: Nonhlanhia Hlophe, Ntfombikayise Dlamini
and Nomsa Simelane said it was their first Christmas
together and they enjoyed the food served at the

2 L INYAN

FRIENDS: Rowen Simelane, Ngimphiwe Khoza, Kyle Venter and
Mbulelo Hiatshwayo also had a good time.

MATCHING OUTFITS: The Maseko fam:ly also stuck to
the Chrismas theme with their red outfits at the Royal
Swazi Christmas Buffet held at the Convention Centre.
(Pics: Nokwanda Sibandze)

WINNER: Ofanisile Mabuza
walked away with a goody basket
during the draw

IN SONG: The Spotlight contestant Mbali Gamedze re-
nades the audience.

SMILE: Cleo Levendale
smiles for the camera.

re wn‘h Sanfta.

FAM: Stewart famn' | ‘
¥ stock
spending the day at SIbanet?-I:)t . ChHStmas trad:tlon o
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Sibane; home home on Xmas

BY SETSABILE NKMABULE

IT was a great Christmas as families went
outto celebrate at Sibane Hotel, where they
enjoyed great food and music.

_T}'m scotching sun did not stop them from
driving to the hote] for jts aura and to spend the
day in unity.

They ate delicious food, listened to great music
and played a few games that were on offer for
the children.

Thehotel’s a’la carte menu had a wide range
of delicious dishes to choose from.

N
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HAPPY: The Ngcamphalala family poses for a picture during their Christmas lunch at Sibane Hotel. (R) MUSIC:
——— Trumpet blesses the guests with good music. (Pics: Setsabile Nkambule)

= T el - TE K
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CHRISTMAS MODE: Temaswati Nhlabatsi, Aphiwe Kunene, Hleko Kunene  EXTENDED FAMILY: The Diamini, Shiba and Ngwenya families decided to

and Sima Masuku enjoy their lunch with mother Faith Manyatsi. switch things up this Christmas and go out for their lunch.

= __ oo Lol

DELICIOUS: The people dish up good food. (R) OUR LITTLE FAMILY: Mfanukhona Nkambule i -
decided to switch things up this year by taking his family to Sibane Hotel. HAPPY: Nhlanhla Dlamini and Siphiwe Dlamini enjoy a
nice meal at Sibane for the very first time.

g £

Nokuthula Diamini was also spotted enjoying her Chrismas at the hotel with  REL AXING: Gogo Ginindza and her daughter Bongi;e-- )
kazi Thwala, Mhlonishwa Diamini, Lindokuhle Diamini, Sebenzile Dlamini Diamini enjoy their first Christmas lunch at Sibane
Hotel.

RELAXATION: MP
her children, Vuyorazl
and Siphesihie Diamini.
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Kelly, Chad daDon's
rollercoaster romance

JOHANNESBURG - It was a
fairytale romance that was set to
last a lifetime, a romance that
had already been revived once
before; but 2019 was the year
that Kelly K and Chad da Don's
love finally died.

As Kelly and Chad celebrated the
start of 2019, their romance was
solid. Kelly had found her missing
piece and the couple had referred
to each otheras husband and wife.

But not long after reports that there
was trouble in paradise surfaced,
with all their loved-up pictures from
social media being deleted.

Chad confirmed the split but was
upset and told Drum that Kelly was
the best thing that had ever hap-
pened to him.

“We split up but there are no bad
vibes. Her husband-to-be is out
there somewhere and I will also
find my wife one day. I've been
through a lot and Kelly's love was

CelebVille International Celebrity News

LOVE LOST: Kelly K and Chad da Don.

medicinal, My heart feels sore but
there is no pain God cannot cure.
Kelly and I had a good run. We
were blessed with a great time but
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SANDTON - Pearl Mediadie
has slammed swirling pregnancy
speculation, which dominated
her TL on Monday.
This after she shared a picture

the rumour mill into a tizz.

she looked like she could be
q{"«ipregnant. Imagine! Pearl
cautioned fans on social
media: “Wait for someone

to make a pregnancy announce-

Sbahle celebl.'ates her
'second Christmas’

CAPE TOWN - Shahle Mpisane is cele-
brating only her second Christmas in mem-
ory after surviving a horror car crash last
year.

Shahle lost control of her car during the early
hours of August 9, 2018 on Margaret Mncadi
Avenue (Victoria Embankment) in Durban and
was seriously injured in the accident. Paramedics
had to use the Jaws of Life to remove her from
the wreckage.

The star had amnesia after the accident and
told Tshisa Live that last year was her “first
Christmas”. "T've celebrated one Christmas so
far because I forgot everything else, but irre-
spective, I think for me it was more special last

car because [ didn't know what Christmas was
or how it felt like. I was surrounded by fami-
ly, gifts were received and exchanggd and send-
ing special messages to everyone in the house
hing. [ know this year's Christmas

yery touc _
1": aZUiIZ’ to be much bigger and full of more

'm Very excitcd. i

love. 1
Times Live

now it's over,” he told the publica-
tion. A month later they were back
together and were apparently
‘engaged’, with the rapper's moth-

ment before you start congratu-
lating them. There are health con--
ditions that can make women
_appear to be ‘pregnant! It’s insen-
sittve and rude to simply assume

er slamming claims that the break-
up was a publicity stunt

Kelly hit back at all those who
told her to tone down the romance
or shaded the interracial romance,
telling people to sit down.

“Our lives, our decisions. Don't
f*cking tell us what to do.” she told
a follower in April.

Kelly K on interracial relation-
ship with Chad: “We don't really
care.

"Being in this relationship has
taught me that love has no colour."

They also took a spiritual step and
got baptised to signal their com-
mitment to each other.

Kelly posted a cute snap on
Instagram of Chad and Christian
rocking the same pose and a sweet
caption to go with it.

“I could never ask for a better role
model for my son Chad, the God
in you reflects in everything you
do,” she wrote. Times Live

PEARL MODIADIE CLAPS BACK
AT PREGNANCY RUMOURS

_fertility issues.” Wait for some-
one to make a pregnancy announce-
ment before you start congratu-
lating them. There are health con-

“sitive and rude to simply assume
-they are just from their appear-
ance. s = '

Pearl reiterated Terry's comment,
saying a person could not explain
everything to everyone. “There
actually shouldn’t be a need to!
Urgh, it’s so tiring!” Sowetan Live

Khloe, Tristan reunite
at family Xmas party

HOLLYWOOD - Khloe Kardashian and Tristan
Thompson are coming together to celebrate the
holidays with daughter True Thompson.

The Kardashian-Jenner family hosted their annu-
al holiday party on Christmas Eve and A-listers
from far and wide came to celebrate, including
Khloe's ex. A source tells E! News that while Tristan
wasn't spotted in any photos or videos from the
party, he was very much present for the exclusive
and fun event, which Kourtney Kardashian hosted
this year. "There was no tension or drama, just a
lot of love and family time. Khloe and Tristan were
great," the Kards source reveals. "They hung out
together with True and were chatting a lot."

Khloe and Tristan w_eren't the only ones enjoy-
ing themselves. A.ccondmg to the source, "The begin-
ning of the evening started off being all about the
kids. They had a Santa Clau:_;, sleigh and a candy
shop. All the kids were running around and com-
pletely in awe ofall th{: entertainment. They watched
Sials dancers and sat in the front ow wat(:hing the
performance.” ENews

ditions that can make women _
- of herself at the zoo, which sent” " they are just from their appear- ~ -appear to be ‘pregnant’! It’s insen- -
ance”’. Many people backed Pearl,
In the snap, Pearl was wearing " - while actress Terry Pheto said she
~ acrop top and some tweeps said  had given up correcting people. -
= “Babe, ['ve been 'pregnant’ for
two years iow. I've stopped cor-
recting people. _ It’s insensitive
and tiring ... if only they knew
what most women go through with
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Watch Harriet on The Queen
tonight.

4 ISIBAYA & /

Mabuyi and Qaphela cook up a storm and |
find comfort in each other's arms. Judas'
anger pushes a cop to the deep-end and
Phumelele's famous bean salad saves the

. day.

" Lincoln's situation becomes increasingly
~ complicated. Aunt Tilly takes the Matabane

men to task. Sibiya has a serious case of
~ counting his chickens.

Vho-Masindi succumbs to the decided fate that
the villagers have chosen for her. Qhawe gives
Gugu exactly what she asked for. Vhangani gets
the biggest panic of his life.

GENE%#ONS

THE LEGACY

' Ayanda's worry tumns into horror when she hears

I why her daughter went missing. Mpho isn't ready

 tohosthalf of Jozi for New Year. Crazy J makes
a spur-of-the moment decision which he hopes
is not a mistake.

 Hariet's health deteriorates further and Kagiso
- goes on the hunt for the person who hurt her.

i llz}?)sgerina‘s demands throw Sthembiso for a

| S;mfl‘:m ﬁghts dirty to tear Nonka and
apart. Sbu goes out of his way to

 Prove toFikiie that he has really changed.

Mazaza's dari e
. she expe clgzr_‘g act doesn't yield the results

\

ni
' mz\r‘;‘ab Seems to be full of care for a fam-
L her but she has an ulterior motive.
; :Ss; plags foran adventurous new
1S determined to go th
Vit 05 mined to go through
fisky idea despite several objections.

Bo
ily
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like a thief ?

Am | the only one who pretends
to look aside when someone is
typing a password so | won't ook

\

Foliow Us @
Ne Chill in Mzansi

TODAY’'S HOROSCOPE

Capricorn December 22 - January 19
You'can be allittle stubbom, and it

seems that you're in the E

pracess of giving a
wonderful demonstration of

this. You can be a little slow | “f™
when you need to move,

butonce you get started, it's very hard
togetyou fo stop! Still, there's nothing
terribly difficult about making the
necessary adjustments. You needto
give yourself time.

Aquarius January 20 - February 18
You may feel like you can no longer
explore your inner feelings, but you
must persevere. You have
atremendous capacity to
bury problems deeply, and
you can go through life
obliviously surfing on top of
them. It's frue that this strategy allows
you to remain in a good mood. But you
may never be in such a good mood that
you're profoundly happy. Wouldn't you

agree?
‘Pisces February 19 — March 20

- You're in the process of

- changing directions in

~ your professional life.
This.can't be'done ina pi==
day. Its sometimes o
painful. Things will be
going slowly and require you to think
and confront yourself honestly. Dont
runaway even if you're tempted o do
so. Trust that you aren't far from your
goal.

Aries March 21 — April 19
You'l have to demonstrate

your endurance today.

Muchiis required of you, ®
and you have no choice but | &
tomake the contribution oity

expected of you. There's
noway around it. You'rea key playerin

fhe events swirling around you. Surely
you've noticed. Much as you'd like o
iake off for 2 vacation, you can'tdoit

now.

Taurus April 20 - May 20

You may have some Very good ideas
relating fo your professional
field, but do you have
complete mastery of them?
Ifnot, accept the fact that
you can still learn from

courses or experts in your .
field. [t wonit kill you to be guided abit

Stop doubting or criticizing what others
propose {o you.

ini 4 —June 21 '
%egénéxlagezsome worries nagging at
you. Perhaps you have a financial
concem or minor health complaint
Don't et it get you dOWN- You
have the inner resources to
overcome it. Ahhough the
current state of affairs has
you feeling gloomy. your

optimism wil Rl grustin othey values,

Cancer June 22 - July 22

You may feel somewhat grumpy and
sluggish, like you have an energy
deficit. But the oppressive mood of
today will also lend objectivity and
reality to.any examination

you make of what's
happening in your life. For

example, any matter that @
fails to elicit your Cancer
enthusiasm is probably due | '
for some changes.

Leo July 23 - August 22

The mood is somewhat oppressive
today. If you could, you'd send away
anyone who fries to put obstacles in
yaur path. Or maybe you'd prefer to go
away yourselfl The day ahead is good
for a realistic test of the
waters. How far do you think
you can go with your
individual potential,
emotionally and
professionally?

Virgo August 23 — September 22
Youive decided to blow the whistie on
yoursefft All of a sudden it's obvious that
you're not performing as well as you

: .
tearn. All sorts of solutions are available
o you.

Libra September 23 - October 23
Career or family? Social recognition or
personal gratification? You may feel
tom between two poles and spend the
better part of the day searching for
answers to such questions.
Now you're trying fo keep all
the bases covered, but the
weariness you feel on days
like this is a hint that you
need to make some wise, realistic
changes for the future.

Scorpio October 24 - November 21
You'll have to deal with some intemal
and extemal conflict. Often you're so
happy to be lost in your dreams that
you don't really focus on
what's going on in the real
world. But today alamm
bells relating either to work
or finances rudely awaken
you. It's useless to panic.
You've leamed that
running away only worsens
the situation.

SAGITTARIUS

Your legendary impatience is playing

fricks on you. You're in too much of a

hurry. You may have changed things

on the outside but you

haven't changed who you

really are. Resist the @
b~

L

temptation to sweep
everything away fo start all
over again. If you did, ina
few months you'd just be
back where you started.

WATCA

WEEN, PO You LOVE
MOSQUITD BITES?

BABY BLUES
Y 7 g i s - ” =
?

MINE ST \\!,\,

TELLING ME
SOMETHING'S
VERY

[ DIDN'T TELL YOU EARLIER
BECAUSE | WANTED TO SEE l
YOU WOULD NOTICE THE

I BOUGHT
PILLOWS AT THE
BiG SALE TODAY!

I THINK I'VE SPENT TOO
MUCH TIMAE IN THIS PLACE S
IM FEELING UNFULFILLED. ..

T KNOW, HONEY!
{l IT WAS JUST Y

A SHOT IN THE )
DARK *

YEAH, YOU CAN ONLY EAT
SO MANY PEANUTS S

©2019 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Warld rights reserved

ing whether they are black to Eve and tells her that they
or white. Eve says why don't | are white. How do you know
you go and ask God. asks Eve. Because he said

So Adam goes into the you are what you are Adam
Garden of Eden and shouts replied. Why does that mean
out to God are we black or we are white? asked Eve.
white? A big booming voice Because if we were black he
bellows out YOU ARE WHAT would have said “You is what

QOUARE. you'is’. y

ADAM, EVE

He immediately goes back

DID YOU KNOW

1. The only Blockbuster
store in the world that is
still operating is in Bend,

3. The healthiest place in
the world is in Panama.

Oregon. 4. A pharach once
lathered his slaves in
2. Bees sometimes sting | honey to keep bugs
other bees. away from him.
\og S

Across
1. Observe confused car beetle (9)

4. Sounds like a beverage for the
olf course (3)

g. Viper illusion conceals danger
5 .

g. )Deduoe from pain ferocity ES)

9. Unclear theory obscures planet

5
SJ Taxi omnibus reveals

ession (5 :
ﬁ?f&ctors fc(lr)add{tional items? (6)

13. Discovered pitiless drunk

indoors (6 e
I1nﬁ. Stori(es contained in pasta

lesson (5
17. Tea(m) leader requests chores
%) Found midi omits @ manner of

5
gg.easgggc%ike very much fo
istribute
(2’;5 Fmish(m seven days (3)

@

Down Cat
1_} Madcap rice impulse, essentially

MOVIEQUIZ
QUESTIONS AND'ANSWERS 7

Yesterday's Quiz

. Bigin popular genre (5)
% Sounds like an illuminating way 1. WRicH actor fose | Westbrs Hivigtie
set down (6) international fame with his
4. Merit in various depots (7) role as the Man with No 1960s?
5. Real army reveals waming (5) Name in Sergio Leone's
kgl | | ool iooyof Syt | Aner

: i o :

memory (7) A. Clint Eastwood
12.Al dietd ad’n(n%ments Tuesday’s Movie Quiz

correspan 5

14. Indicates concealed grade not 1. Which actor received an
estimated (7) Academy Award nomination | A.  Sean C onnery

15. Tomato microbe contained
somethin

minute (6

16. Fumiture item and data set (5

18. Colossal volley produces - -

fusillade (5) )

22 Holdays on ca visa

for his portrayal as Vincent
Vega in the 1994 film Pulp
Fiction?

Answers:

\

B. John Travolta

)
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- (Today - 2 January 2020)

All times CAT
LOCAL (SOUTHERN)
Abobaba

Genre: Reality

Saturday at 19:30 on Mzansi Wethu

EPISODE 13; We bid goodbye to Sello Maake
Ka-Ncube as he accompanies fathers as they
attemnpt to reunite with their children.

Ithemba

Genre: Drama

Monday 30 December at 20:00 on Mzansi Magic
EPISODE 13: In this season finale; things fall
apart for Kingdom of Blessings as the
community marches on the property, Mangaliso
returns to get his revenge on the family and the
sisters go on the run.

Yim Lo

Genre: True Life

Tuesday 31 December at 20:00 on Mzansi Magic
EPISODE 13: The final episode of the season
with TV personality, Dineo Ranaka, helping
various people come clean to their loved ones
about their double lives. How will their loved
ones react?

LOCAL (WEST)
Girke Girken Hauwa Maina
Genre: Cooking, Food
Friday 27 December at 08:00 on Africa Magic
Hausa
A show that showcases a wide variety of
delicious and affordable cuisine and the process
of how it is made.

Brethren

Genre: Action, Thriller, Crime, Drama
Tomorrow at 21:30 on Africa Magic Showcase
NYPD Blues meets 24 and Line of Duty. With
the crime rate at a dangerous high in the city and
fingers pointing at the dreaded Aja Isale Eko
gang, the Special Crimes Unit (SCU) and its
leading team of Bara, Bassey and Jo are
determined to bring down the gang; a relentless
and dangerous pursuit where their lives and that
of those they hold dear is put on the line and will
intertwine with those they are sworn to death to

bring to justice.

Star Scholar Naija
SCf;r‘li;; .%%Ilgéfng 2?{?;?100 on Africa Magic
i children's

EPISODE 7: Star Scholar Naijais 2
reality TV show where 16 teenagers (ages 13to
16 years) are nested for 14 days. While 1n the

}

ENF=: LOPEZ

-

nest, they are nurtured and mentored
academically in the areas of values, personal
development and nation building.

The Big Family Dream

Genre: Game Show

Tuesday 31 December at 16:30 on Africa Magic
Family

EPISODE 12: A family quiz show where the
winner gets a three-bedroom apartment.

LOCHL (EAST)
Love And Medicine

Genre: Drama, Romance
Saturday 28 December at 20:30 on Pearl Magic

Medicine becomes a weapon to conquer love
when David realises that the two woman he loves
are about to leave him because they have found
out that he has been going out with both a mother

and daughter.

Last Verdict

Genre: Drama, Thriller

Sunday 29 December at 20:30 on Pear] Magic
Love! Agony! Tragedy! Haunting! Right from
the onset, their first date ends in ruins which leads
to disaster for one.

Gani Kali

Genre: Music

Monday 30 December at 09:00 on Maisha Magic
East

An East African Swahili Magazine show, where
we play back to back East Aftrican music with a
seamless flow and with host Aisha Wanjiku.

SPORT
Test Cricket Series, SA v England
Sport: Cricket
Today at 09:30 on SuperSport 2

The Proteas take on England in the first of four
test matches at SuperSport Park under the new:
helm of Mark Boucher.

Gallagher Premiership Rugby, Harlequins v
Leicester Tigers

Sport: Rugby

Saturday 28 December at 18:25 on SuperSport 8
It is a battle to avoid the bottom of the Gallagher
Premiership table when Harlequins host Tigers.
English Premier League, Arsenal v Chelsea
Sport: Football

Sunday 29 December at 15:50 on SuperSport 3
This London derby pits together two teams
struggling for consistency and identity this
season, with the Gunners reeling after the
departure of Unai Emery and the Blues showing
promise but also major vulnerabilities under club

legend Frank Lampard.

English Premier League, Manchester City v
Everton

Sport: Football

Wednesday 1 January at 19:20 on SuperSport 3
Another key clash in the Premier League this
round sees Manchester City host Everton, The
Toffees demonstrated some resilience in the
wake of Marco Silva’s departure, but a clash at
the Etihad Stadium against the reigning
champions will be a true test of their
determination, while Pep Guardiola’s Citizens
must claim all three points if they are to continye
pushing the log leaders.

MOVIES

Second Act

Genre: Comedy, Romance

Sunday 29 December at 20:00 on M-Net

It's street smarts versus book smarts in this
Jennifer Lopez comedy. When a 40-year-old hox
packer gets an opportunity to work on Madison

. t0go0

Avenue she uses the chance to prove herself.
Starring Jennifer Lopez and Vanessa Hudgens.

Yomeddine

Genre: Comeay _
Sunday 29 December at 21:50 on M-Net

A touching Egyptian drama. A Coptic leper and
his orphaned apprentice leave their leper colony
na journey to find their families. Starring

Rady Gamal and Ahmed Abdelhafiz.

The Favourite

Genre: History, Drama

Monday 30 December at 20:00 on M-Net
Movies Premiere

A star-studded Oscar-winning period drama that
is setin the 18th century, England, Queen Anne's
close friend and a new servant fight for her
affection and the influence it brings. Starring
Olivia Colman and Emma Stone.

The Crow

Genre; Horror, Drama, Action

Thursday 2 January at 20:00 on TNT

A black bird resurrects a rock musician who then

avenges his own murder and his fiance's. Starring

Brandon Lee, Emie Hudson, Michael Wincott,

gavid Patrick Kelly, Angel David and Rochelle
avis.

TELENOVELAS
Betty In New York
Gt_anre: Drama, Comedy
Friday 27 December at 20:00, daily on

Tele.mundo

Daniel is evi_cted from his offices after failing to
pay rent on time. Meanwhile, Efrain sees Jenny
kissing Peter, and confronts her.

Queen of the South

Genre: Dramg

Monday 30 December at 22:00, weekdays on

Telemundo

ls’au chases Veronica and learns the whole truth.
atumnino discovers that Teo has a lover.

Lady Luck

Genre: Dramy

Wednesday | ; :

World Y | January at 18:00, daily on Zee
gi‘gg:ﬁm“ {0 break the trust between Ansh and
mlaﬁmﬁis;lghbnng's another person into their
et Pa\ri.ua‘ oomi and Ansh stand together
King of Heargs

Genre: Dryp, :

Tues i
Worl?iay : Tanuary at 22:00, weekdays on Zee

Sa 3]
hOfJYSe}?;is Away to weave himself into Payals
However, he doesn’t know that the

Memb
S O 8ehouseall ke is fther

OW will they react when they see him?

B,
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CL

TERMS & CONDITIONS

Clients are advised to please check their
adverts on the first publication day, for
we will not be held responsible for any
errors after the first day of publication. If
it happens that you note any errors,
please call 2404 3807 / g671immediately
and it will be corrected as soon as
possible. Failure to adhere to these
terms, we assume no financial
responsibility Thanking you in advance
for we assure satisfactory services.

2404 8699 / 2404 3807 / 2505 2320

AS

WEM SCHOOL
ESWATINI

e e 0 =
Ghuch Kot REGISTRATION FOR 2020 ON-GOING
‘ = !
Bonouncemens DAY, EVENING & WEEKING CLASSES
sy
@ FULL CATERING COURSE
(Now with Deaf Interpreter)
ﬂmei cg:;;rltu,.mes (Include Waiting & Decor) “Enns an
urant, ring & Office
» DECOR AND VENUE SET-UP » Diabetic
e HOSTEL FACILITIES. o GENERAL OFFICE CLEANING ECI
Other Business Items
e REGISTRATION FOR | | o fouscsrersmomnes " Sorual
ing and Transport E KEEPING FOR HOTELS :
VACANCIES PEN. ® Problems
Mu:h;&ﬁzfimea““ MATRIC 2020 NOW 0 @ GARDENERS & JANITORS . Mvusa Nkunzi
jon & Courses I KIDDIES COURSE ‘
i & BEAUTY ") il - : |
= A wide range available in HEG ISHTATION FEE Iis ) (Basic Cooking & House Cleaning) ! gg:d ;’OB gr2334
. stock. Spoil yourself this ——— . | Station, Mbabane)

; I’au & Adoptions

[ ONLY E400.)

_ Christmas. High quality long

Cats & Kittens

Dogs & Puppies |ast|ﬂg fragmnce_ — ——— R/N 173275 Dx.JAN 15
Birds & Poultry

Fish & Aguarium For sales and expert advice contact J} GONTACT DETAILS: 7607 7348

GHes "e::;?m%“”ei_ . Khosi 7617 0304/ 7917 0304 S RIN 169685 Dx 07/01/20

1V's, DVD Players, Der:oders &

Satellites
Household Appliances
Music Equipment, Amplifiers,

W S omRMER

A e e )

Equalizers & Speakers : Mvutjini etitolo, Ezubwini next to the Mvutjinl overhead bridge.

Mobile Devices, Smart Phones

& Tablets
L S
& Optics B =
‘Games, Gaming Consoles & - ) WE HAVE BEEF. PORK,
2004 BMW 5 SERIES 5251 HIGH Lms@ssmoo 00 CHICKEN AND GOAT MEAT. -
— 3. 2008 MERCEDES-BENZ C-CLASS C250T Hot wings + pap + salad @g39

et ©71/000,00 . Umgcwembe for one
Mi 4. 2004 TOYOTA MARK X 250G F PACKAGE 9 @ E90
Baby and Kids @ E57 000.00 Umgcwembe for two @ E150
R s Tous 5. 2009 NISSAN :-Lmuoﬁm;rfmoog.:& Umgcwembe for four @ E255

i ’ . 2005 NISSAN ELGRAND IGHWAY
T i Daily special Meal @ E30 :al: zimtmg
W . 7. zumsuaazlg IMPREZA SPORTS WAGON 15| Steak, pap + salad @g39 y Mglnicu,.e

NG, GARDENING & DIY @ E46 000. : : !
Woodworking 8. 2006 MAZDA ATENZA SPORTS 20C @ E41000.00 All meals come with 2 salads Pedicure
Machinery & Tools ' | 9. 2008 TOYOTA BELTAX @ ES8 000.00 - Nail removal
Plumbing 8 Electrical : - || 10. 2012 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF TSI COMFORT LINE @
Other Bullding & DIY = @ E67 000.00 8 Contact
Plants, Traes & Flow=rs || IR Funeral fm' F’n LS | 11, 2007 MAZDA CX-7 CRUISING PACKAGE 2 76148797/79148797
Sy “’;:‘;::I‘:.': we on umdmu: deot - @E91000.00 2 Located at: Empire

ARMING EQUIPMENT 2 i { i ¢ “ 1 | 12. 2006 HONDA CR-V ZX @ EB8 000.00 & Building, 1" floor office

- F‘,s;:ve' month ﬂmlyhsuggﬁoﬂ_ gre "1 | 13. 2006 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GT| @ E66 000.00 £ o |No.1
RES onttes are death of prict BIgIEr e :
CarSpares or Parts i ; kY Big Tree Office Complex, Meat combo Ezno | MM Dx.10/01/20
Bike Spares — 2 Corner 1° street & 1" street Avenue, Place an order ‘
e g 1“fioor,office 107D/02 Matsapha, at 24171839/76244499

pping for 3

Farming Equipment & 1} manzini, eswatini H100 Call 7644 2336 / 7644 33u
Machinery -
Livestock

Fitness
Tennis & squash

Watersport

Karate, Boxing & Judo

Angling & Cycling

Other Sport

Caravans, Campers and Trailers

IMPOSSIBLE 1S
NOTHING

My Phone is my ATM

Leisure, Community and =
Events e ¥ - 2010 : NEzms &
nts . : - | Toyota Quantum- | | CO- well g ; o e
:‘,‘;",:“j,',’.‘,‘?;’::;‘im Chclt‘:oal Soap While stock iasts! i Y 10 seater- ' | serviced Reserv ﬁ o7 trasdl 1 €6/ signup/Kashini10
opERTY - THATS R 0000.00} | WY = '
A p '. | JATSP - | Reserve JO0 | i .
Residential 1009 White Tea CA;:%?;’}?PP I R JEgs000000 | F
Commercial SOOP Elm SOLFT _ Vehicles wal! serw@d and in acod conditioh
m:’::;‘:::;:fmn | And many more.. MEABANE Call: 767115288 HorViewing

www.observer.org.sz

l§”§”§if|eds

e CALL OUR OFFICES @ 2404 3807 /24028699

[ | s i : 2404 8 g ] g 3
B cagad s \J

Apartments / Flats / HOUSeS £© |

Rent

mﬁ’

Cars

Bikes

Cassics and Custom Builds
Trucks

| Buses Farming
| Traiters
|




pecember 27, 2019

Q‘i o Eswatini %
FUTURE INTERNATIONAL DEATHOSS
*** ** SCH OOL W

*
Registration for 2020 NOW OPEN, piaces are availabl
eg: Pre School, Grade 1to 6, Form 1 to Eorm 5 e from,

TOP 5: 100% pass rate on Grade 7 results in 2018

Our School Offers the best of the foliowing:

o Qualified and Motivated Teachers

e Inclusive and f;'ieflwdlt}é leﬁqugbﬁnvironment

e Transport available to all neigbhouring places in Mank

e Excellgﬂt Sporting facilities: Football, Tennis & Volle;ggl?e
e Practical subjects ie: Computer (IT) and French

® Boarding facilities for both boys and girls

® Money should not be a problem come to the school

We BRIDGE the GAP between URBAN and
RURAL Schools. We are here to Wipe your Tears
Bring your 3RD CLASS PASS pupils,
we will groom them to MERIT pupils. Guaranteed.

n Man

Eind us

Tel: 2530 1101

Toyota Hilux 2.0 VVTI 2006 E118 000.00
Call 7608 8055

9100 790 Dt 3% Dacamer 2013

~ your business »
I Call our office @
i g 2404 3807 /
. 2404 8699

CLASSIFIEDS |

LET US HELP YOU INCREASE
YOUR BUSINESS PROFITS

Tel: 24048671 For more DEALS!

‘ ,IE-IWA'I'!NI_.*.
swatin Obervie

————— e ——————————
Funeral: 28/12/19
Vigil: 27/12/2019
Place: kaHlatsi

Kwatiswa tihlobo
89 | nebangani kutsi
|| Vusimuzi Ephraem
Zwane lotalwa ngu |
Bhukubhuku
nemnfwanenkhosi
Cabati Zwane, kutsi
akasekho
emhlabeni. Inkonzo
yesikhumbuto
imhlaka 27

Sunrise Preschool Ingwe
Street, Madonsa Manzini

ITEKI |

APPLICATIONS FOR 2020 OPEN! Qualified Machinist
Needed to Start
i o 13 January 2020 2 Get

Mon-Fri 11am-5pm

Grade 000 Grade 00 Grade 0
From E4500.00 per term
Cell: 7673 6007

E:

Tel:2343 6584

ESWATINI OBSERVER

Send us your Classified Aduéits
1. Send your Classified Ad via Whatsapp.® «

3. Send Payment via Mobile Moniey.’ .'.. /

December 2019 eSt
Peter and Paul
eKwaluseninga 1:00
e m i n i

Utongcwatjwa
kaHlatsi mhlaka 28
December 2019
emva kwemlindzelo
e k h a y a
eSibetsamoya nga
5:00 ekuseni.
Ngumndeni

a Quotation via same platform. "o *

1

GERMAN:OTORS

WeAm To Senve'You

IS LL 5 . lokhipha
Ceblle _ A |
 opzswov_oxzsoec 3 : EASY AS ; _S_]TT -
X . 1 2 3 Takhona Mhlanga
78

Convenience
at your finger tips!

72 1620

traditional values, diversity,
and innovation in honouring the
spirit and life of each person

FOR ANY PRODUCT:

DRI
2404 8638/<
£5 e

: o NOTICES  BUSINESSES aTyses
stz oo e Death  Property
ot e b enbpleria Tdrainediin) Affiea Vacancies  Auctions
i — e s Job Search Hair salons
E-ma gor iy com Carl(ey programming|
| e apamiopits | [ FOR SALE Funeral: 29/12/19
: - whatsapp Property Vigil: 28/12/2019
. o : Vehicles Place: eNkiliji
Heng ' Livestock Relatives and
GLASS|FIEns Ans Appliances - friends of Takhona |
fb’/ g i oo =g Mhlanga are |
W' TOADVERTISE ON = notified of her |
THE CLASSIEIEDS Sy demise. Funeral at

R i-

0

We are proud

to embrace

Wwe serve.

¥ e info@dupsgroup.com

REACH USFROM ANY
WHERE ESWATINI

,MM_;:‘:‘LL‘&QROFHCE after a night vigil.
2 12404 38071
TINI SUANZINI TEL: 2608 2320 Announcement by
bESWA chaeveag sz NHLANGANOTEL: 22075159 | | family.
PIGGS PEAKTEL: 2417 1083
SITEKI TEL: T84 6549
mh@’hm;u
'Ef“""‘*'—-z-._.__*__ﬁ_____‘ el
| WELCOME To gir
Li—h_— S AR ’.'_Li:
| DUPS FUNERAL

Nkiliji on Sunday 29 |
December 2019 |
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Weorld Sport 1 9

‘MY WORLD RECORDS
COULD e

TOKYO - Sprinting legend Usain
Bolt believes that his world records
could fall at next year's Olympic
Games in Tokyo.

The 33 year old was in Japan for the
ofﬁqlaliy Opening of the new National
Stadium., the main Olympic venue which
will hpst the opening and closing cer-
emonies, along with all athletics events
at the games.

The 68000 capacity stadium, which
started to build in 2016, was complet-
ed in T\_Iovember and the three-time
Qlymplc 100m champion participated
in a commemorative relay race dubbed
‘Onerace', which featured Olympic and
Pam]yrr}pic athletes. Boltsaidin an inter-
view with Olympic.com that there is a
chance that some can step up to claim
his 100m world record. "Anything is
possible, you know what I mean. I'm

Williams, Wozniacki to team

NEW YORK - Good friends Serena
Williams and Caroline Wozniacki
will team up on the doubles court for
the first time next month at the ASB
Classic in New Zealand, which runs
Jan. 6-18.

Williams was one of the bridesmaids
in Wozniacki’s wedding to former NBA
standout David Lee last June. Now with
Wozniacki set to retire following the
Australian Open to focus on marriage
and starting a family, the duo will team
up after years of battling in singles.

“We’ve been wanting to play doubles
together for a long time, but it justhasn’t
worked out so I'm really excited that
it’s finally going to happen, especially
atone of my favourite tournaments on
four.

It’'s going to be so much fim!” Wozniacki
said. Williams, considered by many the
Greatest of All Time (GOAT) of women’s
tennis, leads Wozniacki 10-1 all-time
in singles, including a victory in the
2014 US Open final.

i g
2\

KEN'
- i T °
- L X -

MY WORLD: sprinting legend Usain Bolt.

looking to see what happens next sea-
son," he said. "Let's see whose running
fast, let's see who is doing good."

One of the athletes that could seriously
challenge Bolt's 100m record is American
Christian Coleman, the holder of the

—

Wozniacki.

Together, the duo have 102 WTA sin-
gles titles, 24 Grand Slam crowns and
have spent a combined 390 weeks at
No. 1.Williams, currently ranked No.
10 in the world, has eamned close to $93

Schumacher's wife gives cryptic update

GENEV A - Michael Schumacher's
wife has given a rare update about
the Formula 1 legend's condition
ahead of the six-year anniversary
of the skiing accident which left him
in a coma. :

The seven-time champion suffered
aserious brain injury while skiing in
the Alps on December 29,2013, and
has not been seen in public since.

He hit his head on a rock and was
placed in a medically-induced coma

for six months and has been treated
at his family's home in Lake Geneva
ever since. But as fans are preparing
fo launch a new 'KeepFightingMichael
social media page on the anniversary
of the accident, Schumacher’s wife
Corinna has opened up, saying “big
things start with small steps”, The
Mirror reported.

She reportedly told fans: “Many
small particles can form a huge mosa-
ic. Together you are stronger, and that

TEAM UP: Good friends Serena Williams and Caroline .

60m world record. The 23-year-old cap-
tured his first outdoor world title at the

World Athletic Championships inDoba, |

winning the 100m in a lifetime best and
world-leading time of 9.76 seconds.
Jjamaica-star.com

p in doubles

~a: ~.

million in on-court eamings, per her
WTA bio, while Wozniacki, ranked No.
38, has earned north of $35 million on
the court.

forbes.com

is exactly how combined forces of the
KeepFighting movement make it eas-
ier to encourage others.”

The fan club based in Kerpen,
Germany, Schumacher's birthplace,
has announced it will use the hashtag
'KeepFighting' for its campaign.

Itis also the name of the family foun-
dation which supports accident vic-
tims and invests in brain and spinal
cord research.

Chairman of the club Reiner Ferling
said he hopes to see Schumacher in
public again.

Daily Mail

KIM CLIJSTERS RETURNS TO

ACTION IN

LONDON - Kim Clijsters plans
to make her delayed comeback
to tennis at the Monterrey Open
in March, more than seven years
after her second retirement.
Clijsters said she accepted wild
cards into the Mexican hard-court

| event which begins on March 2,

followed by Indian Wells from
March 11, then the Charleston clay
tournament from April 6.

The former No. 1 and four-time
major champion, who already isa
member of the International Tennis
Hall of Fame, announced her come-
back attempt in September. Her
plans were delayed in November
when she tore a ligament in her
right knee.

“I am really pleased with my
progress and it's been great to get

MARCH 2020

back on the court and play tennis
again,” Clijsters said in a statement.
It's been a setback but has really
shown me how determined I am to
return to the game I love.”

WTA rules allow her, as a past
Grand Slam champion, to receive
unlimited wild-card invitations to
tournaments and, as someone who
is older than 30, to opt out gf manda-
tory appearances at certain events.

The 36-year-old Clijsters left the
tour in 2007 and got married and
had the first of her three children.
She returned about two years later
and won her second and third US
Opens and an Australian Open. She
retired again in 2012 and was work-
ing in television.

Daily Mail

Slade facing race to play in Six Nations

. LONDON-Henry Slade could

face a fight to be fit for the Six

| Nations after injuring both ankles
| playing for Exeter against Leicester

last weekend.
The centre, 26, hobbled off at
Welford Road during the first half

| of Chiefs’ 31-22 win.

‘While Exeter were unable to con-
firm the extent of the injury after
initial scans, Slade will almost cer-
tainly miss the festive fixtures and
the European Champions Cup games
in January.

‘It’s not something he will be able
to get over in a week or two, it will
be a bit more significant than that,”
said Exeter Director of rugby Rob
Baxter.

‘He picked up injuries to both
ankles. “He hobbled along with
one and then picked up a second
one.

“The second one is an injury to
the old injury he had which he had

‘R onaldo had agreement with AC Milan before signing for Juventus’

JUVENTUS - Cristiano Ronaldo
almost joined AC Milan bef?re
the deal hit the rocks, according
to former sporting director

Massimiliano Mirabelli

iese superstar made the
g ot moveof 2018 when
Madrid for Italian
tus in a £100mil-

34-year-old's future

could have panned out differently if ~about with Jorge Mendes. Management in July 2018 to end
previous Milan owner Li Yonghong ~ ""We knew there could be problems  Li's one-year spell at the club.
hadn't pulled the plug on the move. ~ with Real and Ronaldo. Mirabelli also revealed how they
Mirabelli admitted that the move  We did everything, but then the attempted to appoint former Chelsea
wasn't financially feasible but he ~Chinese owners blockqd the deal boss Antonio Conte as manager.
would be playing in a Milan shirt ~because it was not sustainable. He added: :
now had the current ownersbeenat ~ "With the current owners CR7 |, "I was proud to have made this
the helm. would have been a Milan player." ~ choice [when appointing Gattuso]

Speaking to TV channel Sportitalia,
he said: "It was something we talked

AC Milan were taken over by
American hedge fund Elliot

because of his professionalism, his
seriousness and the love he and his

plated.

“It’s not so much that he has done
the two as they both could end up
being similar times, but it’s not an
insignificant injury.

“We will know later in the week
when he has more scans and we
get into the early treatment phase
over the next couple of days.

He’s going to be out for a little
while. We are hoping it is weeks
not months at this stage.”

England’s opening Six Nations
game is on February 2 against France
in Paris, so if Slade’s injuries are
significant they could well rule him
out of at least the early stages of
the championship.

Slade was involved in every match-
day squad at the World Cup and
started the quarter-final against
Australia before moving to the
bench as Eddie Jones picked George
Ford, Manu Tuilagi and Owen
Farrell together. Daily Mail

si:a%'l plé 1']1:1nt0 their work.

"The Chi ese owners did not agree
because they thought from the out-
side it would look like a backward
step, but I explained that for me Rino
was the coach of the future.

He has worked in Greece, Serie C
ar'}d B and for me this is 5 positive
dilgtei hsitened to [Conte], we talked
directly. It was a chat that dj
e dn't result

The Sun
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THEBEST PICTURES FROM AN EXTRA

LONDON - From the moment Andy . )
it FOM Andly Murray's tearful farewell, to Tiger Woods' emotional Masters

smrammpoeiobeante-  COMeback and Ben Stokes' redemptive Headingley heroics:

coaster of emotions in the sporting
world throughout 2019. ; _ :

Tiger Woods completed an emo- €8 - . W - :
tional comeback to the top of world dée =
golf by winning his fifth Masters title
in April, his first major in 11 years,
before England triumphed over New
Zealand at Lord's in the first of two
World Cup final appearances in the
most dramatic of circumstances.

Ben Stokes dominated the summer
and grabbed the limelight with a
redemptive hundred against Australia
at Headingley, while there was final-
ly global success for Katarina Johnson-
Thompson at the Athletics World
Championships in Doha.

Lewis Hamilton became the second-
most decorated Formula One driver
of all time with his third successive
world title, moving just one behind
the legendary Michael Schumacher.

And early this month Anthony Joshua

bounced back from his shock defeat

by Andy Ruiz Jr in New York by beat- - y

ing the Mexican in a rematch in Saudi : L / 5

Arabia to reclaim his belts. " o ? et 3 .
Sportsmail take alook back through  LEAPS: Alex Morgan leaps onto the shoulders of Megan BREAKS DOWN: Andy Murray breaks down in tears

an eventful year in pictures. Rapinoe after she opened the scoring for the USA in the final during a press conference on January 11. The former

of the Women's World Cup against Holland in Lyon on July 7. world number 1 said: “I'm not sure I'm able to play
S : S through the pain for another four or five months. | want

to get to Wimbledon and stop but I'm not certain | can
do that”.

FIRST EVER: Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge makes history as he breaks the two-hour barrier for the
marathon on a specially prepared course in a huge Vienna park. With an unofficial time of 1hr
59min 40.2sec, the Olympic champion became the first ever to run a marathon in under two
hours in the Prater park with the help of laser guidance, 41 pace-makers and groundbreaking
shoes.
SHOCKING:

Anthony
Joshua's world
comes crashing
down in New
York. Andy Ruiz
Jr produced
one of the
biggest shocks
in the history of
heavyweight
boxing to rip
AJ's IBF, WBO
and WBA world
titles from his o MR .
grasp. The e ' . LT B N L1 e . ‘
boxer bounced ig:ﬁfs“q:: Y:A 9giant Chinese national flag can be
back early this G ng the Chinese Sypey League match between
month. < ;Z’;gz”"" Evergrande and Wunan zall at Tianhe

2 theu}r::,u:)o ;"f"' k the 70th anniversary of the founding

p'e’s Republic of China. The night lights of

the city of
ty of Guangzhoy ¢g), be seen in the background.

h




Eswatini Observer Frig
ay December 27, 2019
World Sport

ORDINARY YEAR OF SPORT

- - i
——— U e e —
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TORN OPEN: Alistair Overeem had
his lip brutally torn open during his
TKO loss to Jairzinho Rozenstruik
in their heavyweight bout during
UFC Fight Night in Washington.

STARE DOWN: England's players line-up in a 'V formation as they str ddn theﬂewélnd o=
hak ahead of kick-off in their Rugby World Cup semi-final in Yokohama on October 26.
s e s

HISTORY: Siya
Kolisi, the first
black captain in

South African

rugby history,

lifts aloft the MR A A :

Webb Ellis tro- & R T e P
¥l & S

phy as he A — - m—y/ o/ S

makes history OUT: Pandemonium in the stands at Lord’s as Jos

Buttler runs out Martin Guptill off the final ball of the
super over to give England victory over New Zealand in
a gripping Cricke_t World Cup final.

VACANCY

in Yokohama.

METER READING ADMINISTRATOR

Applications are invited from suitably qualified individuals to fill the vacant position of Meter Reading Administrator in
the Commercial Department. .

MAIN PURPOSE
To administer and co-ordinate all meter reading activities to meet the Corporation's billing requirements.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

+Minimum 3 years Degree in Accounting/Finance/Operations Management
+ 5 years' experience in Accounting/Finance/Operations Management

= 2-3 years in a Supervisory position

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS/ICOMPETENCIES

= People management

« Financial accounting ik

+ Proficient use of billing systems and knowledge of universally accepted billing principles and practices
+ Analytical thinking :

+ Information/data processing

+ Sound decision making

« Interpersonal, communication and presentation skills

KEY PERFORMANCE OUTPUTS

+ Coordinating meter reading of all routes

« Producing and monitoring discrepancy reports

* Monitoring and reporting on performance of new conneclions
* Monitoring and reporting on performance of all meters

* Allocation and termination of clear and wasle water services
* Management of customer queries

j iy 0 e st St - b A = mxgra?_ld ll;epoﬂ on compliance with adopted 1SO/other standards
k Y i e - L - = - o2 A g . ng ris! .
u F * Efficlent budget nt
SKILLED: A shot of German skier Johannes Rydzek leaping off the slope -Coordlr:iaﬂng thea‘:gﬁvmmsg;?fﬁg:,::ﬁon and developing strategies for achievement of set goals and objectives
during ski jumping training for the Nordic Combined ahead of the FIS * Analyse and generate management reports.
: 4 - . ; : REMUNERATION PA E
Nordic Wofld Sk’ Ch amp lOﬂShlpS on F ebrua’y 19 in Innsbru Gk, AUS tria. The paosition oom:sﬁzg?g competitive salary and other benefits associated with the level of the position and
e — experience.
R ———————— - A < 1 - : e =
k2 e A s ST il APPLICATIONS
p : g Please submit your applications with an up to date, detailed resume and certified copies of academic qualifications to:
- The Human Resources Manager
Eswatinl Water Services Corporation
PO Box 20,
Mbabane 7

Email: humanresources@swsc.co.s2
Closing date for applications: Tuesday, 2 January 2020.
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted

“We are an equal opportunity Employer”

[ ARSTAL ARBAESS RHESIGALABRAESS
FE). RSN .épﬁm:i?‘\'emﬁ EMIEGHIENIBUILTING
} & FERE-Aah 8-S GiHR M T3 A EULTHTAL MIELAGE HRiyE
§ G
y i1 HEABEIERH

EEMRE Y Eﬂﬁﬁﬂju!-_ﬁlﬂﬁ‘ EAULWINI
{HEEAS AARRIGE Ak B g

S

y — Vet ddlsE
PILE-UP: A pile-uP

of cars at the Monster Enegy NASCAR Cup ser_at

Daytona International Speedway on February 17. W e i SRR Aiiieyer
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Pirates shirt too heavy
for these 8 players? |

JOHANNESBURG -Orlando Pirates play-
ers come under the microscope as they find
it difficult to get game-time at the club, beg-
ging the question whether the club’s jersey
is too heavy for them.

The Buccaneers have asquad size of 35 play-
ers but some of them spend more time off the
field than on it, including anumber of foreign
stars that have cost the club a small fortune to
lure into the country.

KickOff.com looks at eight players not pulling
their weight at the Soweto giants:

JORIS DELLE (29)

The former French youth international joined
the Mighty Bucs inJuly this year but has played
only three games for the club this season. With
his credentials. a lot more is expected of the
former Feyenoord shotstopper, who has yet
to prove his worth to the Bues faithful.

SIYABONGA MPONTSHANE (33)

Mpontshane is into his fifth season with the
club but has never really established himself
as first-choice keeper, and this season has seen
him fail to make a single contribution to the
team as he continues to watch from the stands.

JUSTICE CHABALALA (28)

Once regarded as one of the best defenders in
the country, he has played only two games this
seasonas Pirates technical team appear to see
something lacking in his game. Starved of
opportunities, there is a belief that Chabalala
is not in the plans of the club as a possible
move away in the January transfer window
looms.

TEBOGO TLOLANE (24)

The former Chippa United defender has made
justa solitary appearance this season, with the &
left-back position covered by Innocent Maela |
and Paseka Mako, Tlolaie was once a key fig-
ure at The Chilli Boys but now finds himself
in the stands at the Soweto giants.

BONGANI SAM (22)-

Sam played no less than 25 matches for
Bloemfontein Celtic last season as he received
widespread plaudits for his influence at left-
back. However, he has yet to make his com-
petitive debut for Pirates, after coming off the
benchin the Carling Black Label Cup Soweto
Derby back in July.

AUGUSTINE MAHLONOKO (18)

In 2018 Mahlonoko was named by UK pub-
lication The Guardian as one of the Top 60
young players in the world. This season, the
youngster finds himselfplaying with the club’s
'ABC Motsepe League feeder team Pele-Pele
EG:

AUSTIN MUWOWO (23)

The Zambian footballer of the year has man-
aged only one appearance for the club this sea-
son and is taking up 2 valuable foreign space
in the club’s stable. Whether he could impress

new coach Josef Zinnbauer remains to be seen.

ZAKHELE LEPASA 22) '
Lepasa was once dubbed the ‘Kaizer Chiefs

er’ after he condemned Pirates’ Soweto
:iljgls {0 an embarrassing Nedbank Cup final
defeat to First Division side TS Galaxy in May.
He has since been recalled from that loan spell
featured just once for The

go far ; o
gﬁéf&?’i&s this season as he finds himselfin

the periphery at the 1P

JOHANNESBURG -
Orlando Pirates’ new coach
Josef Zinnbauer, naturally,
having had so little time to
work with his team, saw plen-
ty of room for improvement
as Bues got off to a decent
3-1 Absa Premiership win-
ning start under his tenure
against Polokwane City at
Orlande Stadium on
Saturday.

Zinnbauer’s background,
though, and the manner in
which he came to Pirates,
remains shrouded in mystery
as questions related to such in
the post-match press confer-
ence were quickly shut down
by Bucs’ Media Officer Thandi -
Merafe.

The German coach had not
been presented to the media
since his sudden appointment
was announced on social media
on Tuesday, December 10 —
the club said during the week

because he had not yet received
his work permit. That paper-
work reportedly arrived by
Saturday morning, and
Zinnbauer was the head coach
on the bench.

Strangely, at the first oppor-
tunity to ask the coach about
the link to Pirates, and how
his new posting had come
about, Merafe interjected, say-
ing; “We have just played an
ABSA Premiership match.

“There was an announce-
ment that was made on Orlando
Pirates’ platforms regarding
the coach’s contract. If you
want to know, it’s three years.

' Beyond that ask us about the

game: I'm not allowing the
question.”

Some illumination omn
Zinnbauwer’s background
might have helped resolve
some of the question marks
on his lack of a trophy and
apparent top-flight inexperi-

I WATCHED THE GAMES
ON DVDs - ZINN

ence.

Zinnbauer has coached six months

in the Bundesliga with Hamburger
SV, and two seasons in Switzerland
with St Gallen.

" On the game, the 49-year-old was
pleased at the result, though, of course,
with just “five or seven training ses-
sions,” knows he has a long way to
go implementing his philosophy.

He said ball retention is the firstand

most important aspect he can see that

BAUER

needs improvement.

“Before I came here T watched the

game on DVDS, and I saw a very
good quality In the team, and Pirates

are a big club in Africa,” the coach
said.

“The players are very fast, they are
quick, and they are good technical-
ly. And we will improve, I think, in
the next games, in the tactics. And
then ] think we can get a good solu-
tion for success.” Sports Live

‘CHIEFS DON’T NEED
PLAYERS IN JANUARY”

JOHANNESBURG - Kaizer
Chiefs coach Ernst Middendorp
has made it clear that he does
not think the ABSA Premiership
leaders need reinforcements in
January.

The Glamour Boys enjoy a sever-
point lead over defending cham-
pions Mamelodi Sundowns at the

top of the domestic standings and

Middendorp doesn’t feel there’s

. aneed to bring in new players.

“We have a seven-pointlead (at
the top of the PSL table),”
Middendorp told the media..

“We have a team that has done
well in these five-and-a-half months
or six months of the season. They
have done a fantastic job and why
should we now be targeting changes?

PRETORIA - Sundowns are still
waiting on the outcome of Leandro
Sirino’s pending disciplinary case
for allegedly assaulting SuperSport
United duo Dean Furman and
Clayton Daniels.

The incident occurred in the MTN8
semi-finals in September, with the
hearing having been postponed in
November for an unknown date,
after it was said the Uruguayan was
unfit to attend the hearing due to
stress. )

Mosimane is aware of the seri-
ousness of the case and what pun-
ishment Sirino could face ifhe were
to be found guilty, but he has since
raised some questions.

“T don’t know if you have luck
[if the ban was] four games, because
why four games, If T may ask? How
do you come to four games?
According to them [the prosecu-
tor], he slapped both [Furman and

“Some players didn’t perform .

as we were expecting as we have
seen it in the season and the next
pointis, let’s be honest, where are
the players?

“Here in Maritzburg on the
Ayrshire street or on William Nicol
streets? Where are the players real-
ly?

“Let’s be honest, we've done
some planning, and everybody has

 organised themselves and put a-
team together. There’s noneed to ™

run around.”

.. Middendorp’s charges drew their . .
final ABSA Premiership clash of
2019 against Maritzburg United -

1-1 and will get the New Year up
and running at SuperSport United
on Saturday, January 4. Daily Sun

Daniels], but did he really slap them
both?” asked ‘Jingles’.

“Okay, that’s the argument. Look
at the video footage and look at it

Tembo

PRETORIA - SuperSport United
must put aside immediate thoughts
of being title contenders and go
back to a game-by-game approach
for the second half of the season
after slipping at the weekend and
falling 11 points behind leaders
Kaizer Chiefs, says coach Kaitano
Tembo.

SuperSport ended 2019 witha 1-
0 loss at Chippa United in Port
Elizabeth at the weekend and
looked flat by Tembo’s
own admission..

“It was.a very disap-
 pointing result. [fyou
want to fight for the
league you need to be’

_ consistent, you need
to win games, five,
six in a row, butif'you

cannotdo thatyou are
always going to have to
play catch up.
“We had an opportunity

very, very carefully, because it's
your word against my word, Are
you sure he slapped the other gne?

“The first one T think there Waé;

unsure of catching up with leaders Chiefs

against Chippa to close the gap a
little bit but we didn’t and that’s
one area where we need to improve.

“The gap is now too big, so we
need to focus on closing the gap
first before we start speaking about
the title.” '

- .But Tembo still believes SuperSport
have the right resources to go on
and take a first title since 2010.
“We've got a very good team, to
be honest we’ve got enough
talent to really giveitago
but at the same time I
think we’ve got a few
youngsters and (with
them) you are going
to have games where
you don’t find the
consistency.

“We have to make
sure we keep believ-
ing in them and moti-
vating them.”

Sports Live

contact [on Daniels], but the sec-
ond one was there contact? The

second one he pushed, and every-
body was pushing.”
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ALLI CAPS SPURS FIGHTBACK

TO

LONDON - Dele AR got Tottenha-
mback on track as the England
midfielder capped a gritty escape
act with the late winner in yes-
terday 2-1 victory against Brighton.

Jose Mourinho's side were in dan-
gerofa second successive Premier
League defeat when Adam Webster
headed Brighton into a shock lead
atthe Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.

But Harry Kane equalised after

the interval and Alli finished offa B\

ﬂnvsfing Tottenham movein the
closing stages to erase the bit-
ter taste of last weekend's acri-

to

Tottenham Hotspur’s Dele-Alli

Chelsea.
“I'm very happy with the
second half. I'm not saying
players were wrong but
we changed bits and that
' makes a dif-

to have confidence
and we started poorly, it
affects the confidence. Brighton
have monstersin the air and it affect-
ed the self-esteem of our team.

VICTORY: Tottenham Hotspur players celebra

tes.

"In the second halfthe players put
all the negative aside and were very
strong in their performance."

Avenging their defeat at Brighton
in October, Tottenham, unbeaten
in Boxing Day fixtures since 2003,
have won three of their last four
league games as they try to climb
into the top four.

Saluting Alli's crucial contribu-
tion, Mourinho said: "Another goal
and another incredible performance
and effort. The work rate was absolute-
ly incredible from Dele.

"The little details are more impor-
tant than what people look at. His

ON

attitude and fighting spirit was so

good."

That Chelsea setback was com-
pletely overshadowed by the alleged
racist abuse of Blues defender
Antonio Rudiger by Tottenham fans

after his role in Son Heung-min's

red card.
Amid widespread calls for stronger
action to stamp out racism in foot-

behave better this time.

Since Mourinho's first game in
charge of Tottenham, no Premier

this round of matches.

marker and forced Paulo Gazzaniga | utes before he could toast a crucial winner. This

info a sprawling save.
Kane has a knack of scoring on

review and was ruled out by the
narrowest of offside decisions.

SuperSport

Arsenal reign b'egiﬁs problems after Bournemouth draw

. LONDON - Mikel Arteta's

Mrd@mmam

2 Pierme-Emerick

12th Premier League goal of the

season earned the Gunaersa I-
- 1 draw at Bournemouth.

* . Former Arsenal midfielder Arteta
was in the dugoust for the first ime
since being appointed Unai Emery's
SUCCESSOF. -

Having opted to recall Mesut Ozil

LONDON - Chelsea's recent home
woes continued as they suffered
a first Boxing Day defeat in the
Premier League since 2003, going
down 2-0 against a Southampton
side who moved up to 14th.

Frank Lampard's side were out-
standing in Sunday's victory over
Tottenham but fell well short of the
same standards four days laterand
could have few complaints after
falling a third defeat in four top-
flight matches at Stamford Bridge.

Michael Obafemi, who si;arted as
Southampton rested the in-form
Danny Ings for the first of two games
in48 hours, lit up a poor first per-
od'with 2 fine run and finish after
31 minutes. .

Chelsea upped their ©empo after
the interval following the 1ntro-
duction of Mason Mount and a
switch to a back four, but the Sainis
-who have now won back-to-back
away games fo climzvz’&’ea‘)’fvgtohf;

ion zone -
; m ;ubbeda second goal

to his starting line-up in one of
three changes, Arteta saw his side
fall behind to Dan Gosling's goal
10 minutes before half-time.

Arsenal almost fell behind with- -

in five minutes as Bernd Leno's
right foot denied Ryan Fraser fol-
lowing good work from Lewis
Cook and Callum Wilson.

fired a volley over following a one-

when Nathan Redmond finished a
wonderful move with 17 minutes
iing
Neither goalkeeper was forced
into a meaningful save in a dire
opening half-hour as Chelsea dom-

two with Fraser as the Cherries
continued to press down Arsenal's
left. It was from that flank that the -
opening goal arrived, an overiap-
ping Jack Stacey sliding the ball
across for Gosling to poke home
a first-time finish at the near post.
The Gunners were fortunate not
to be 2-0 behind at the break too,
with Leno having to claw Joshua
King's effort behind after the

€ misery

B L

"

MISERY: Frank Lampard.

inated possession but offered a dis-
tinct lack of quality in the final third.

The hosts were then stunned after
Callum Hudson-Odoi was dispos-
sessed near the halfway line. Saints
skipper Piemre-Emile Hojbjerg played

Norwegian had beaten two Arsenal
defenders. Aubameyang had been

. virtually anonymous in the first °
~period but he fired over early in

the second half and almost col-
lected a brilliant threaded pass
from Ozil. However, in the 63rd
minute, the striker was in the right
place to sweep home after Reiss
Nelson's shot deflected into his
path. Goal.com

Jordan Ayew

.~ minute victory for Palace

ball, Tottenham fans appeared to

{ LONDON - Same player, same result. The
i only difference? No VAR was needed this
i time round.
League team had conceded more
goals than the 14 his side allowed
across all competitions heading into
! their first league double over West Ham since
Those defensive frailties were on i
display when Steven Alzate losthis

As he did at the London Stadium earlier in
the season, Jordan Ayew provided the decisive
late contribution as Crystal Palace completed

2013/14, with a 2-1 victory . _
That night, the striker had to wait several min-

i time, with the clock ticking towards 90, he could
i celebrate unabated after jinking past several
Boxing Day and the Tottenham !
striker thought he had netted again :
when he fired home from Winks'
pass, but the goal went to a VAR
i their shoulder. The problem was Mark Noble
i had tried to take on his own player. Ittook both
i Michail Antonio and Aaron Cresswell to stop
i their captain from confronting Angelo Ogbonna
 as tempers flared at Selhurst Park. '

defenders and dinking the ball over the onrush-
ing Roberto.

The stunning winner sent Palace into the top
half, while West Ham are again staring over

Yet very soon the visitors were in dreamland

after Robert Snodgrass put them on course for
¢ a cructal victory. -

. It was three minutes that encapsulated the: -

tions of West Ham’s season. s
But then Ayew, and first former Hammers

onitshead. ~. _ = g "3
The flurry of second-half action was in stark
contrast to the first 45, which passed without
much quality or action in either box.

Pablo Fornals had the ball in the net, only to

- be flagged offside, before Ayew wasted a glo-

an incisive ball into Obafemi and

the striker quickly tumedanddrove | o -mance earned them a 1-1 draw at dom-

forward, cutting inside Kurt Zouma, :
before curling a glorious left-foot- :

ed finish into the top-left corner.

on at the near post eight minutes :
later and Tammy Abraham fired
into the side-netting at the start of :

the second half.

share of possession.

Arrizabalaga.

move then sealed the points,

dinking the ball over Kepa after

great work from Stuart Armstrong.
Goal.com 4

rious opportunity to open his account.
Daily Mail ' _

Battling Watford hold
for Lampard

i LONDON - Watford moved off the bottom

Sheffield United to a draw

of the Premier League after a spirited per-

inant Sheffield United yesterday.
The visitors took a 27th-minute lead through

{ Gerard Deulofeu against the run of play before
Alex McCarthy pawed away a :

Chelsea comer that had been flicked | a1ty after Will Hughes tripped George

Oliver Norwood levelled with a 36th-minute

Baldock.
The result left Watford 19th on 13 points from
19 games, one ahead of bottom team Norwich

© City, while Sheffield United slipped one place
However, it was Southampton

who continued to produce the best
attacking play despite their limited

down to sixth on 29 points.
After a 10-minute kick-off delay over what
Sheffield United called operational issues, Oliver

i McBumie twice went :
Fikayo Tomori gota key touchto : close for the home side
prevent Che Adams connecting with
another cross from Redmond, who :
also drew a save from Kepa

before Deulofeu struck from out of the blue as
he raced clear and scored with a neat finish
from 12 metres.

Norwood levelled when he drove his spot-

i kick low past Watford keeper Ben Foster, who -

With Chelsea labouring at the { yept his side afloat with a superb 64th-minute

other end, a flowing Southampton reflex save to deny John Fleck from close range.

Foster palmed away an Enda Stevens scorcher
before the VIsitors came agonisingly close to
snatching a late winner, with Deulofey curling
a free kick inches wide of Dean Henderson's
left-hand post. SuperSport
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WE are already counting the days
before saying goodbye to 2019
and what a year it has been for
sports in the country in particu-
lar football.

Granted, there is still a lot that
needs to be done to get local foot-
ball to the level we all want but the
effort from all football principals
to improve our game has been real-
ly good to see. The truth is that they
all want to see our football com-
peting effectively with the rest of
Africa, whether at national or club
level and for that to happen, they

- need unequalled support from all
football stakeholders.
“Our football will only get big-
ger and better with time”

ESWATINI FOOTBALL
ASSOCIATION (EFA)
PRESIDENT ADAM BOMBER'
MTHETHWA
Respected and experienced Eswatini
Football Association (EFA) President
Adam ‘Bomber’ Mthethwa is wish-
ing all football followers country-
wide not just a happy 2020 but a

productive one as well.

The FA chiefis further thanking
all football stakeholders who con-
tinue to make our football bigger
and better, promising that their hard
work will reap the desired results
with a bit of patience.

Mihethwa is also extending words
of warm appreciation to all the asso-
ciation’s affiliates who worked tire-

lessly in supporting the EFA’s ini-
tiatives in this ending year, not for-
getting those who took time to attend
the ongoing Incwala ceremony.
He showered such people with
huge praises and noted that such
effort was creating a very good pic-
ture of local football to the coun-
’s leaders.
i The EFA president added that he
| was proud of teams’ officials and
players who have been visible at
the royal fields where there is lot

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO
ALL SPORTS FANATICS!

...as we count down the days to 2020, let us all pray and wish
for a productive new year in local sports, particularly football

pilined throughout the festive peri-
od.

“Football partners hold special
place in our hearts”

PREMIER LEAGUE OF
ESWATINI (PLE) CHAIRMAN
PETER TOUCH MAGAGULA

PLE boss Peter Magagula is tak-
ing the opportunity to thank all
Board of Govemnors and executive
members who continue to roll up
their sleeves and get their hands
dirty to ensure that premier league
football is successful in all fronts.

Magagula is also appreciative of
the support and words of advice he
gets from members, something
which he feels has helped him to
be the ideal leader of premier league
football.

The PLE chairman is further wish-
ing all football sponsors in the coun-
try a wonderful and productive new
year as they continue doing their
business in the country.

He is also underlining the fact that
football partners hold a special place
in his heart, promising that his organ-
isation will always provide them
with the best support ever.

Magagula is also commending
the efforts from premier league
clubs to make this year competi-
tive and entertaining especially in
the MTN Premier League where
there is little separating the com-
peting teams.

He is hoping that all clubs will
put in more energy in the new year,
stressing that this is one of the best
ways to attract big numbers in sta-
diums.

“Officials must make use of foot-
ball courses™

FREDERICK MNGOMETULU
(EFA CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER)

of work going on as part of the EFA CEO Frederick Mngometulu

Incwala ceremony.
Lastly, Mthethwa urged all foot-
ball people to stay safe and discl-

e —
L

is singing praises for the entire asso-
ciation

%5 executive committee, staff

and affiliates for their support and
hard work this year.

The CEQ is treasuring the input of
these individuals to make our foot-
ball attractive to watch and follow.

He is also encouraging all foot-

ball officials to take advantage of
courses offered by the association
so that they are able to capacitate
themselves for the benefit of the
local game.
He is emphasising the importance
of local football officials honing
their administrative skills as he is
adamant that this is the only way
the local game can be more pro-
fessional.

The CEO is firther wishing Sthlangu
and all other national squads a pro-
ductive 2020, pointing out that suc-
cess can only be achieved through
hardwork and discipline.

“Our football is making positive
progress but...”

BOY BIZZAH MKHONTA (EFA
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR)

EFA TD ‘Bizzah’ Mkhonta is con-
vinced that local football develop-
ment has made some positive progress
this year though admitting that there
is still a lot of room for improve-
ment,

The TD also believes that there
is still a lot of work to be done to
get local football to the level that
we all want to see.

He stressed on the importance of
all football stakeholders pulling in
the same direction to ensure that
such dreams are achieved, explain-
ing that such efforts will be in vain
if football people do not make a
united front and work towards
achieving the same goals.

The TD then implored football
officials to take interest in the cours-
es provided by the EFA meant to
enhance their administrative skills
for the benefit of the local game.

He concluded by thanking the

EFA executive along with the CEO
for the support they provided him
this year and observed that the cours-
es would not have been possible
without such backing from the coun-
try’s football mother body.

FROM THE PLE COO PAT VILAKATI

PLE Chief Operations Officer
(COO) Pat Vilakati is commend-
ing his staff along with the support
employees for their hard-work this
year, admitting that running the
PLE is no child’s play as it requires
total commitment from all those
involved.

Vilakati credited his staff for exe-
cuting their respective roles to almost
perfection and encouraged them to
keep up the good work.

He also made special mention of
stadium representatives, referees
and coaches whom he feels played
apivotal role in making this a suc-
cessful year for the PLE,

He concluded by warning elite
league players against bad behav-
iour during the festive holidays.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
YOUNG BUFFALOES FOR
WINNING E350 000 'CARROT'

They are currently sefting the pace
for others to follow and that is the
story of Young Buffaloes who are
taking the premier league by storm
this season,

On Sunday, the army side defied
all odds to win the E350 000 put
up for the team to finish on top of
the log standings, managing to beat
off fierce competition from Mbabane
Swallows.

That said, words of advice to
Buffaloes is that they must not for-
get that the E350 000 is just an
mf:en_tive for the first round, not
winning the league championship
hence there’s still a lot of hard-work

—

¢s to be played in the sec-

ﬁ?l?i %zTnd of the leaguc?.
Credit must still be given to the
team’s technical bench led by
Dominic Kunene, players and man-
agement for achieving such a feat.
To the other teams, they must
keepinmind that the league cham-
pions have not yet been crowned
and no teams have been relegated
as yet. S0, there’s everything to play
forin the second round of the leagye,
which will resume early next month.

FESTIVE STOKVELS A BIG NO
FOR ELITE PLAYERS
We have reached that time of the
football season where we get to see
stokvels being played in the dif-
ferent constituencies of this coun-

tl”}1,'he objective of staging such tour-
naments is obviously for enter-
tainment purposes but for premier
Jeague players, they can only be
spectators during such games.

Elite players that will be found
to have featured in such unofficial
tournaments will be punished accord-
ingly.

We do not want to sée players
risking injuries in these games espe-
cially because the league fixture
will resume on January 4.

So, it is important that elite play-
ers are not tempted at all to play in
these tournaments but of course,
they are free to watch on the side-
lines like fans.

SHORT BREAK FOR ESIBAYENI
LODGE UNDER 17
LEAGUE/UNDER 20 GAMES

PLE Development officer Banele
Masondo is confirming that there
will be no action in the organisa-
tion’s developmental leagues includ-
ing the Esibayeni Lodge Under 17
and the Under 20s as teams have
been afforded the chance to spend
Christmas holidays with their fam-
ilies.

Masondo is thanking parents who
allowed their children to play in
these development leagues this year
and appealed for such support even
in the new year as it has been proven
that balance can be found in edu-
cation and football.

He then reminded development
teams that action will return on

January 4.

|

Our football is
making positive
progress but. ..
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WELL DONE: Eswatini Golf Union President
Albert Mhlanga making his remarks during the
presentation.

NOMADS JUNIORS GOLF TOURNAMENT

WINNERS: Siphesihle Mhlanga, Vikelwa Magagula, Joshua Potgieter, Sisekelo
Masuku and Mfundo Nxumalo display their trophies. They are joined by EGU
President Albert Mhilanga after they were awarded their prizes during the

Nomgds Juniors Golf Tournament at Royal Swazi Golf Course on Monday. (Pics:
Jongile Xuba)

CRUNCHING NUMBERS: Banele Shongwe, Lindelani Matimba

and Naye Mkhaliphi count their scores before submitting their
cards after playing.
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CHAMP OF CHAMPS: EGU coach Moses -
Shongwe hands Mfundo Nxumalo his
Nomads Juniors Champ of Champs after
he finished on 50 points.

B Division Champion Sisekelo Masuku

21 points.

Nomads Golf Clubs’ Arthur Horne also made
some remarks during the presentation.
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GOOD TURN
completed.

Of T . The young golfers and coaches shared a group picture after the tournament was

Vike!ﬁ;é Magagula was crowned l’s A
Division Champion with 44 points.
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ALL SMILES: Brett Cutting was thy
December Tournament winner with an |
impressive score of 76 gross. |
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" Al oo WORLD FOOTBALL i,
® Manchester City are
demanding £ 1m from
Arsenal to release assis-
tant Mikel Arteta from
his contract, with the
Gunners wanting 1o
name their former
Spanish midfielder as
their new manager. (Mail)

M Carlo Ancelotti is set fo be named Everton
manager after signing an £11.5m-a-year

deal. (Mirror)

® Tottenham Chairman Daniel Levy says
the club are not "scared” of selling Danish
plavmziker Christian Eniksen, 27, to a domes-
tic rival m January. (Evening Standard)

® Spurs will provide boss Jose Mourinho
with transfer funds but the Portuguese is not
expected to spend big next month, with West
Brom defender Nathan Ferguson and Norwich
right-back Max Aarons, both 19, among the
targets. (Mail)

M Liverpoolare set to'snub a January swoop
for German RB Leipzig striker Timo Werner,
23, after agreeing a deal to sign Japanese
Red Bull Salzburg forward Takumi Minamino,
24. (Star)

B Paris St-Germain will line up a move to
bring Pep Guardiola to the Parc des Princes
- to replace Thomas Tuchel. (Le 10 Sport via

W German winger Leroy Sane, 23, wants a
move to Bayern Munich and is contem-
plating leaving Manchester City in January.
(Bild via Mirror)

B The Abu Dhabi consortium set to take
overat Charlton Athletic was questioned by
the English Football League over the extent
 ofits links with the owners of Manchester

City. (Telegraph)

W Liverpool, Chelsea and Tottenham are
among a host of clubs monitoring Lille's 20-
year-old Nigerian striker Victor Osimhen.

® Juventus are set to keep hold of Turkish
defender Merih Demiral, 21, amid interest
from multiple Premier League clubs as well
as AC Milan. (Calciomercato)

house was burgled |
as he prepared for |
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BY MELUSI MLOTSA

ESWATINITO HOST 2020

PI——
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R_UGBY- Eswatini has been
given leeway to host a Tri-

Nation Rugby Tournament.

This was announced during
the international conference
that was held in the country a
week ago at Lugogo Sun Hotel.

Eswatini Rugby Union sec-
retary Bonginkosi Dlamini said
the conference was aimed to
discuss a way forward on the
development of the sport with-
in the Southern African region.

Three SADC nations by
Eswatini and Lesotho,

Mozambique took part in the
recently ended meeting.
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“t’s true that we will host the
2020 Tri-Nations tournament
in April. Details of the tourna-
ment will be release in due
course,” he said.

The conference came after
the September tournament in
Lesotho where the Affica Rugby
President Khaled Babbou sanc-
tioned the three countries to
establish a tri-nation’s tourna-
ment that will ensure compe-
tition between the three coun-
tries. Dlamini further mentioned
that the country would also
participate in another nation’s
rugby tournament where senior
men's rugby team will play an
away and home format. Dlamini
further stated they would also

tseremeli estl‘io), iago ( Mozambique ) and Siman

TRI-NATION RUGBY TOURNEY

compete ina 15 nation’s inter-
national tournament to be held
at a country yet to be announced.

“We are also going to attend
another major international tour-
nament and we will also exchange
several programmes such as
training, referees and coaching
course.

This has been sorely made
to improve the sport at grass-
root level,” he said.

“We strongly believe that such
programmes will propel Olympic
participation, Africa Youth
Games 2020, in Maseru and all
Africa Games 2022 and we will
make sure that we meet the
required standards as a coun-

try”.
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Magagula captured during the recent international conference. (Pic: Melusi

Miotsa)

Cycling teams urged to recruit more Female Riders

BY JONGILE XUBA

T T I
CYCLING - ESWATINI
Cycling Association (ECA)
President Sihlangu Nhlabatsi
has urged teams to recruit
more female riders in order
to increase female participa-
tion next year.

The president said this in his
end of the year press statement
released by the local cycling
mother body yesterday.

He said this wasa growing
concern .“The sport has grown
in stature especially on the men’s
category where we have seen

tremendous improvement. The
female category needs serious
reconsideration as the numbers
have dropped significantly, the
federation is working tireless-
ly to ensure more female par-
ticipation and urges teams to
play the most part in growing
female participations especial-
ly in big races,” he said.

He further added it was a tough
year for the current executive
committee but with the unity
that prevailed amongst the
remaining executive members
they were able to pull through
serious challenges.

Nhlabatsi thanked all spon-

sors for continuing to find races.

“We would also like to thank
our sponsors for funding on a
monthly basis. This has been
achieved despite the ailing econ-
omy we are facing, and we are
very grateful,” he said.

A highlight of this year tpoint-
ed out was that there were min-
imal accidents and few inci-
dents.

He also sent a festive season
message.

“We wish the cycling fami-
ly happy holidays and a pros-
perous New Year, Let’s keep
the wheels tuming as we indulge
in festive goodies,” he said.

Pool best players meet in Trophy Challenge

POOL - ITS all systems go
today in the Trophy Floating
Challenge as the country’s
best pool players will face
each other this evening at
the Mbabane Express Car

wash. 3 :
The much awaited match is

between the pair of Dodge
Matsebula and Siyabonga
Dlamini who will be facing
Flag Nxumalo and Eddie
Mkhonta in the Double Trophy
Challenge billed for 8.30pm

The winner for the highly
anticipated encounter will take
home E2 000 plus a trophy.

The action will kickoff at
6.30pm with the Single Trophy

* Challenge between defend-
ing champion Jarius Mhlanga
taking on Dumsani Mnyakeni
where E1 000 will be at stake.

The tournament’s coordi-
nator Sicelo Mndzebele con-
firmed the fixtures and fur-
ther urged pool lovers to
attend the games in their num-
bers.

"Weare inviting pool lovers
to come in their numbers

tomorrow(today) at Mbabane
Express Car Wash. The fix-
tures will be pitting the coun-
try best pool players, hence,
they are not to be missed ,"
he said .

Mndzebele further thanked
pool players in the country
for the sportsmanship they
have displayed throughout
the year.

“We have all supported each
other throughout the year
and I'hope the spirit will con-
tinue next year so that the
sport can grow to greater
heights, he said.

MFUNDO CROWNED
NOMADS JUNTORS
cHAMP OF CHAMPS

BY JONGILE XUBA
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GOLF - M UNDO N)-iumalo won this
year’s Nomads Juniors Champ of
Champions during the last leg of the com-
petition played at Royal Swazi Golf Course
on Monday. ‘

Golfers had to play a final leg which deter-
mine their final standings.

In the A Division Nxumalo managed to
get 50 points which saw him snatch the title
away from last year’s champion Phayo
Dhlamini. Runner—up was Qiniso Mkhonta
who had 46 points followed by former champ
Phayo Dhlamini who finished third with 37
poinis.

The B Division saw Sisekelo Masuku fin-
ish first with 21 points followed by Naye
Mkhaliphi who finished second with 20
points. Mphilo Nxumalo finished third with

-15 points to roundup the top finishers.

In the girl’s A Division Vikelwa Magagula
topped them all with 44 points followed by
Simangaye Tfwala on 42 points. Channel
Groening finished third with 40 points as
Vuyiswa Dlamini came fourth with 30 ponts.

Two golfers Joshua Potgietier and Siphesihle
Mhlanga were awarded the Most Improved
golfer prizes for making great progress
throughout the year.

Also, worth mentioning is that Brett Cutting
won the December Tournament with a score
of 76 gross points.

Eswatini Golf Union (EGU) Development
Coach Meshack Zwane thanked all the par-
ticipants and parents for making the com-
petition a success.

“We would like to thank the parents and
sponsors for the support , thank main spon-
sors FNB Eswatini, Eswatini Sugar Corporation,
AD Enterprises and Eswatini Nomads Golf
Club for making it possible for our juniors
to shine,” he said.

Zwane further acknowledged House on
Fire who sponsored E4 000 towards prizes
as well as Century Fashion who sponsored
E2 000 also towards prizes and Eswatini
Galitos, who contributed with sandwiches.

Meanwhile, EGU President Albert Mhlanga
congratulated all the winners and continued
to urge more parents to support their chil-
dren as they learn golf.

“We would like thank Nomads for their
continued support of our juniors and once
again we had a great competition. We hope
next year’s edition will be bigger. We also
thank all the parents who have supported the
youngsters this year and urge them to con-
tinue,” he said.

The outstanding golfers have boosted their
chances of making it in the Eswatini junior
national squad expected to represent the
country in the 2020 All Africa Junior cham-
pionships slated for Egypt in March.

Magagula, Joshua Potgieter, Sisekelo
Masuku ang Mfundo Nxumalo display
their trophjes and are joined by EGU
President Alpert Mhilanga aduring the
Nomads Juniors Golf Tournament at
Royal Swazi Golf course on Monday.

* (Pics: Jongile Xuba)

WINNER: Siphesihl Mhlanga, Vielwa
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BY NOMALUNGELO PHIRI

SOCCER - MTN Eswatini Senior
Manager Consumer Meshack Maseko
has. called upon local teams to shift
their focus to the league title follow-
mgan exhilarating firstround cam-
paign.

Interviewed after the 3-1 Young
Buffaloes victory against Moneni Pirates
at the Mavuso Sports Centre on Sunday,
Maseko congratulated the army side
forthe first round best finisherand fur-
1_her encouraged them to continue work-
ing hard. “Congratulations are in order
for Buffaloes for winning the first round
finisher and numner-ups Mbabane Swallows
and Moneni Pirates.

We call upon teams to shift their entire
focus to the league title which has a
lucrative first prize of E1 million,” he
said.

Maseko also appreciated teams for
violent free games, saying that they
were looking forward to a wonderful

!VlTN urges teamsto
shift focus to league title

|

URGES: MTN Eswatini Senior Manager |
Consumer Meshack Maseko. ‘

second round.

“The teams performed well and they
should continue working hard.

MTN is pleased with the commit-
ment displayed in the first round.

We are committed to improving the
sport next year, ’he said.

Meanwhile, Premier I eague of Eswatini

(PLE) Executive member Sicelo Mkhonta
also congratulated Young Buffaloes for
their victory, saying they should con-
tinue working hard.

“Buffaloes showed that they had expe-
rience and they should maintain the
good performance in the next round,”
he said.
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VICTORY: Callies players celebrate their goal against Citizens.

CALLIES MAINTAIN FINE FORM IN NFD

BY JONGILE XUBE
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SOCCER — MTN National First
Division first round kings
Tambankulu Callies have main-
tained their fine form in the league
following their 3-0 home victory
over Young Miovers at Tambankulu
Stadium.

The victory has ensured that the
Mduduzi ‘Nyama’ Shongwe led
charges remain at the summit of the
standings with 31 points, Six points
clear ahead of second p enya

who have 25 points.
The struggle continues for relega-

RESULTS
SevenDreams 3-1  Tycoons
Tinyosi 1-1  lllovo
Citizens 10 Madlenya
Ranger's 1-2  Vovovo
Callies 30  YoungMovers
Umbelebele  0-1  Killers

tion threatened Umbelebele and
Young Movers who are still lan-
guishing at the 12th and 11th posi-
tions respectively, after their defeats
to Vovovo and Movers, respective-

ly.

MTN NATIONAL FIRST DIVISION
Tan P W D L GFGA GO PTS
Caes  f2 10 1 1 %7 18 3
Medeg 12 8 1 3 68 8 %
Tes 2 7 4 1 W6 13 %
llovo 26 42 BT & 2
Toors 12 6 2 4 A 1 B
SevenDreams 12 5 3 4 220 3 18
Gies 2 4 3 5 f1 2 5 5
Voo, © 204 -8E el 4 1
Mes 1203 36 0B 5 1
Moes 12 2 0 10 15 3 46 6
Unickbde 12 1 3 8 6 21 5 6
pnges 12 0 3 9 i 2 463

E2 000 UP FOR GRABS FOR DUZE YOUNGSTERS

BY COLISILE SACOLO
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SOCCER -NOAH’S Ark Hardware
has pumped in E2 000 for Duze
youngsters under the Lubombo
region. B

This was revealed by Man:;:m
Wanderers Under-17 Manager Sihle

" Mamba, who said the tournament

kicked off on Wednesday at the Duze
High School sports ground and it would
come to an end tomorrow.

Mamba also invited all supporters
from surrounding areas to come and
watch the games in their numbers.

“We would like to thank the spon-
sor as this initiative has given the young

boys something to do this season.
This season the goal is to frain more
boys to boost our squad.
Refrain
When sought for Comment Noah'’s
Ark Hardware Chairman Sandile Gwebu
said tournament is aimed at keeping
the youngsters busy order for them to
refrain from drug abuse.

Zamalek maintain lead in
RSSC Siyakha League

STORIES BY COLISILE SECOLO

SOCCER - Leaders Zamalek FC
have maintained their position
in the RSSC Siyakha North East
League following their 2-1 win
over Zwelabantu FC in their
weekend fixture.

They are now at 19 points after
seven games. Their closest chal-
lengers Shewula Professionals beat
Free At Last 3-2 to reach 16 points
to maintain their second position.

Both Zamalek and Professionals
are unbeaten so far in the campaign.
Third placed Bacambi beat XI Stars
3-0 while Summarise beat Silver
Stars 2-1.

Bacambi now have 14 points while
fourth placed Summerise have 11
points. i

Juventus recorded their first win
at the expense of Shewula Classic
whom they beat4-1.

Juventus are now position nine
with six points while Classic are
1 1th with three points, having man-
aged only one win and six defeats.
JB who were not in action this week-
end remain rooted at the bottom
with two points.

In six games they managed two
draws and four defeats. In terms of
goals, Free At Last has proven (o
be the high scoring side, having
scored 16 goals. They are posi-
tioned sixth with 10 points.

..NISELA EXTEND LEAD
IN SOUTHERN ZONE

NISELA FC beat Matata 4-2 to
extend the lead in Lubombo
Southern Zone league.

Nisela who were tied at 25 points
with second placed Richmond Aces
going to the weekend fixture, are
now at 28 points.

The latter now have 26 points
after dropping points ina2-2 draw
against Future Stars. Crookes are
third with 23 points following their
6-0 win over Luvatsi.

The latter are pushed to sixth with
17 points.

Liverpool have since jumped to

fourth spot after their 2-0 win over
Ubombo United. Phafeni remain
fifth following their 2-1 defeat at
the hands of Young Stars.

Other results of the weekend saw
bottom placed Gamula beating
Asbestors 1-0 to jump to 15th spot
with four points, while the latter
was pushed to the basement.

Juluka beat Manyovu 6-2 to jump
to 10th spot with 13 points while
Manyovu was pushed to 11th posi-
tion. Manzanyama were held to a
2-all draw against Black Aces.

Arthur Hone gets early Xmas
from UGI Leg of Lamb

BY NOMALUNGELO PHIRI

GOLF - RENOWNED business-
man and seasoned golf adminis-
trator Arthur Horne is the winner
of this year’s last edition of the
United General Insurance (UGI)
Leg of Lamb played at the Royal
Swazi Spa Golf Course on Friday.

Horne’s victory was spectacular in
that this was the last Leg of Lamb
for this year before the festive sea-
son break and it will resume on 17
January 2020. Playing of handicap
three, he miraculously collected an
inspiring 21 points from a record field
of 36 golfers. He walked away with
a prize to die for, which was half a
portion of a lamb from the nine-hole
tournament. Horne, who has been
playing golf since 1985, described
his victory as a huge surprise because
he had played poorly on the Royal
Swazi Spa Golf Course about two
days before the UGI tournament. He
defined golf as an exceptionally hum-

* bling and unpredictable game. “I was

here on Wednesday and shot a 47
gross on the same nine, which was
horribly bad. Here I am today with
a fantastic 36 gross. All I can say is
that golfis a humbling sport that you
must never think you’re bigger than,
it’1l bring you down to earth,” he said.
The champion expressed gratitude

to the sponsor of the tournament Philip
de Sousa, who is the owner of UGI’s

: parent company United Holdings.

He labelled it as a coincidence that
early in the week he had a business
meeting with De Sousa only to win
a competition sponsored by his com-
pany about two days later. Horne
said he was encouraged to see the
competition growing at such an alarm-
ing rate since its launch at the begin-
ning of last month. “A lot of esteemed
golfers, mostly business people, are
keen to play in this tournament and
I’'m happy to learn that the numbers
are growing every week,” he said.
Royal Swazi Sun Golf Director Kevin
Connor disclosed that the competi-
tion has been well attended since its
launch, estimating that about 160
golfers have taken part,

“This is a very good sign and we’re
looking forward to an even brighter
2020 in our partnership with United
General Insurance,”” he said.

Meanwhile, UGI’s Operations
Manager Patrick Gamedze shared
similar sentiments as Connor that the
tournament was growing at an alarm-
ing rate much to their surprise, “There
are a lot of other toumaments around
but you chose to be with us here,
many thanks. We’ve no doubt that
you’re enjoying your game and we
appreciate interacting with you,”
Gamedze noted.
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AFC Boumemouth 1-1 Arsenal

Chelsea 0-2  Southampton

Crystal Palace 2-1  WestHam United

Toftenham Hotsper 2-1  Brighton & Hove Albion
Everton -0 Bumgy

Aston Vila 1-0 Norwich

Manchester United 4+ Newcastle United
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BY SIBUSISO MASILELA
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SOCCER-FORMER MANZI-
NI Wanderers and Mbabane
Swallows left back Sanele Vikhweli
is on the verge of joining capi-
tal city giants Mbabane
Highlanders.

The ex Sihlangu defender has
reportedly held talks with Highlanders
Director Chief Ally Kgomongwe
in a bid to secure a move to the
black and white ensemble in the
upcoming transfer window.

Highlanders is set to become  Mkhweli confirming said, “Itis  behaving themselves and
Mkhweli second local move with-  true that I am in falks with a cou-  we will ensure to reward
in eight months following his ple ofteams including Highlanders  them with good results
unsuccessful stint with Manzini  but nothing has been finalised for ~ and silverware.
Wanderers which ended last month ~ now,” he said. We also appreciate
on mutual consent. Kgomongwe  On another note, Kgomongwe  the loyal support which
confirmed this when reached for  also thanked the team supporters  they always give the
comment yesterday:. for their good behaviour during  team,” he further said.

“We have met withMkhweliand  therecent Mbabane derby against ~ Mkhweli is likely to
he has shown interest to join us  Swallowsat the Somhlolo National ~ become one of the few
next month but we are still tying  Stadium. players to play for the country’s
a few loose ends on the contrac-  “I would like to commend our  big three teams after the likes of
tual agreements. He is an experi-  supporters for showing maturity ~ Stanford Neube and Mfanufikile
enced player who can add depth  during our recent match. ‘Fash’ Ndzimandze, among oth-
and quality into the team,” hesaid. ~ “We appeal to them to continue  ers.

HWELI ON
BULLRADAR

@ Ex-Birds, Weslians defender has already met with Landers boss
@ Director confirms interest in player
@ Likely to join the list of players to have playedfor the ‘big three’
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position. Dlamini has previous-
ly coached three South

Milton linked with Baroka return g

BY MELUSI MLOTSR

SOCCER- ESWATINI born
coach Milton Dlamini is linked
with a move to ABSA Premiership
side Baroka FC.

Bakgaga are looking to appoint
anew head coach in the next com-
ing weeks or so following Wedson
Nyirenda resignation this week.

Dlamini is currently attached at
National First Division outfit, Free

State Stars after leaving ABC coach with
Motsepe side SivutsaFC. According K gologo
to Soccer Laduma, Milton Dlamini  Thobejane. §&
confirmed that he was approached  He is |
for the vacant post position at the  believedto be
Limpopo based side (Baroka). If  competing with
the deal becomes fruitful, thiswill  thelikesof Dylan
be Dlamini’s second spell with  Kerr and Cavin

Baroka following his previous stint

in 2017 where
he was a co-

Johnson for the vacant

Martial helps Red D

MANCHESTER - Neweastle United
held an early lead at OId Trafford
but were soundly beaten in the end,
going down 4-1 to Manchester United.

Manchester United return to winning
ways as Anthony Martial scored twice
ina4-1 triumph overa generous Newcastle
United side at Old Trafford.

Having lost 2-0to then-bottom Watford
last time out, Ole Gunnar Solsl:tjaer's
side appeared to be suffering a Christmas
hangover when they fell behind to Matty

[ongstaffs 17th-minute opener on Boxing
Day.

A/;/anchmter United's defence had been
given an early reprieve when Dwight

. 0. Box
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Gayle carelessly blazed over when clean
through, but Longstaff — scorer of the
only goal in the reverse fixture back in
early October — made them pay, col-
lecting Joelinton's layoff before angling
a low shot beyond David de Gea.
However, any thoughts Steve Bruce
may have harboured of completing a
league double over his former club had
disappeared by half-time.
Martial drew the home side level when
his low first-time shot from Andreas
Pereira's cushioned pass crept in at the
near post, the ball squeezing beyond
Martin Dubravka to reach the net.
Newcastle then gifted the hosts a sec-

evils get in the festive spirit

ond, their attempts to play their way out
of trouble only seeing Fabian Schar play
a pass straight across his own penalty
area to Mason Greenwood, who letloose
a thumping lefi-footed drive that flashed
beyond Dubravka with the aid of a slight
deflection.

Marcus Rashford climbed above Schar
to head home Aaron Wan-Bissaka’s
inviting cross and make it 3-1 by the
interval, while Martial added a fourth
when converting a one-on-one 0ppor-
tunity early in the second half.

The Frenchman was once again the
beneficiary of a present from the visi-
tors, played clear by Sean Longstaff's
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WANTED: Former Manzini Wanderers
defender Sanele Mkhweli.

under-hit back pass. Denied a hat-trick
by a post, he was withdrawn with the
crowded festive fixture list in mind.

Paul Pogba continued his return from
injury by playing the entire second half
in what became a procession, with the
emphatic result lifting Manchester United
up to seventh in the table, just four points
behind fourth-placed Chelsea,

A much-needed win for Solskjaer after
the embarrassing setback at Vicarage
Road, though the Norwegian will be
concerned at the way his team started
the game. Matty Longstaff's precise fin-
ish means Manchester United have not
k:spt aclean sheet in the Premier League
since beating Leicester City at 014
Trafford back on September 14, Long-
term growth will require firmer foun-
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dations than we have seen so far this
season, despite the massive outlay to
bring in Harry Maguire and Wan-Bissaka.

The former Monaco forward makes a
habit of scoring against Newcastle —he
has done so now in all three appearances
against them, His opener owed much
to the failure of Dubravka to make what
appeared to be a comfortable save, though
his second was a delightfully deft chip
over the advancing goalkeeper when in
the clear. If Dubravka could have done
better with the equaliser, Schar then hurt
his team further by inadvertently set-
ting up Greenwood to put Manchester
United in front. However, the Swiss
defender was far from alone in having
a nightmare after Christmas.
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