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MATSAPHA
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i ...Community tells commission of enquiry

that councillors told them Matsapha was
of the Christian faith, therefore would not
allow the construction of a mosque there
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Power blackout
ends 1n police camps
BY STARSKY MEHONTA

Nhiangano

POWER supply to police camps around the
country was on Wednesday afternoon restored
after it was cut Tuesday afternoon.

This caused untold troubles for the women
and men in blue such that they sought assis-
tance from private residences.

It is said the Eswatini Electricity Company
(EEC) cut the power supply as a result of a bill
amounting to millions of Emalangeni, which
government has not settled.

The disconnection also saw some of the offi-
cers suffering huge losses in terms of foodstuffs
loaded in their refrigerators.

The police officers said the almost two day
blackout was hellish it was like it happened for
an eternity.

“What annoyed us was that we were not
informed that we would experience a black-
out.

“At first, we thought'it was just the power
interruption or failure, whiclyissomethingisve

are used to hererin Nhlangane,,It was whien, -

hours passed that we laterleamedthat EBC dis~
connected the power forfunpaid bills,” said one
of the police officers.

Things returned to normal at around 3pm on
Wednesday.

Shift
“For some of us who were doing morning
shift, when we left our houses yesterday
(Wednesday), there was still no electricity and
we could not even prepare breakfast.

“We went to work without having eaten any-
thing. At around 3pm today (Wednesday), the
power was restored but that did not help some
of us considering what we had lost in terms
of the food which was spoiled in the fridges,”
said another officer.

Chief Police Information and Communications
Officer Superintendent Phindile Vilakati con-
firmed that things had since returned to normal
in all the police camps which were affected.

“We are thankful to government for making
sure that whatever led to EEC deciding to cut
the power supply in police camps, it was given
the necessary attention,” said Supt Vilakati.

CLARIFICATION

IN our February 12, 2019 publication we featured
a main story and other sub stories citing Prophet
Gcina Mthethwa in relation to a promise he made
to teachers of Manzini Practising about a suggest-
ed holiday abroad back in 2017. In this matter, he
says he was only suggesting a motivation for the
Grades 6 and 7 teachers who work extra hard to
produce good results and not the entire staff as
claimed by our sources.

As background to the story, we cited other unrelat-
ed incidents that touched on the character of
Mthethwa and he felt unfairly treated despite that
these incidents were already in the public domain.
We wish to assure Prophet Mthethwa that the
intention was not malice or intended fo attack his
person but to balance issues based on the facts
provided by both sides.
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'BY BAHLE GAMA
Mbabane Magistrate’s Court

AN Indian man was arrested for
failure to declare ES00 000 upon
arrival into the country at the
Ngwenya Border Gate.

He appeared before Senior
Magistrate Nonhlanhla Dlamini
yesterday morning.

Abdul Baten (34), of Oshoek,
failed to declare the said amount on
Tuesday and by so doing he was
arrested and charged with two counts,
including that of contravening Section
80 as read with Section 87 of the
Customs and Excise Act 1971 as

<4 .amended.

o1 The money is said to have been
indocal and South African curren-
cies.

He was also charged with con-
travening Section 4 (1) (d) as read
with Section 89 (1)(a) of the Money
Laundering and Financing of
Terrorism Act 2011 as amended,
whereby as the owner of the said
amount, he knowingly and with
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good reason to believe that it has
been derived directly or indirectly
from acts or commissions that con-
stitutes an offence in the Kingdom
of Eswatini.

be granted bail -aﬁer th; prosecu-

tion had applied that the accused
be remanded into police custody,
in preparation for trial.

He further applied that in the event
he was granted bail, his money be

released as well for it was a large
sum and he would abide by all bail
conditions. Bail was granted at E6
000, however, the second plea was
not granted and he is set to retum
to court next Friday.

ACTING CIRCULATION OFFICER

Mitlonishwa Diamuni: 7687 6985 [ 7946 0338 %

CONTROVESIAL police officer Busta Vilakati
was the centre of attention after he impeded
security guards hired by the Pigg’s Peak
Town Council from removing illegal roast
meat roadside vendors, Shisanyama.

He is fresh from being found guilty and sen-
tenced for assaulting a female police colleague.
The aforementioned vendors work only at night
outside the Polani Bar selling roasted meat and
porridge to hungry customers.

The incident took place outside Polani Bar on
Wednesday evening.

Vilakati ,who was operating not as a police offi-
cer but in his capacity as administrator at the
Pigg’s Peak RatePayers Association, said Pigg’s
Peak was the only town within the Kingdom of
Eswatini that disallowed Shisanyama vendors
after dark.

“Why is Pigg’s Peak the only town in the king-
dom that refuses Shisanyama vendors to oper-
ate? You can go to any town in Eswatini and
you will find vendors operating at night, selling
cooked food and roasted maize.

“Why is it not the same in Pigg’s Peak? Another
issue is the administration at the Pigg’s Peak
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His lawyer pleaded that the accused

Bad cop Busta pulls

AT IT AGAIN: Busta Vilakati.

Town Council composed of non-Pigg’s Peak
residents so they abuse local folks for personal
gain. The truth of the matter is that Pigg’s Peak
Town Council does not care about the people
and that is why they are denying the vendors a
good honest living,” he said.

Also s_peaking to this publication at the scene
was First Action security guards who said they
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yet another stunt

were removing the vendors because the Pigg’s
Peak Town Council fold them to do so.
“As security guards, we are just doing our jobs
as we are hired by the Pigg’s Peak Town Council.
We are not fighting with the vendors and since
Vilakati has chosen to react in such a manner,
we will leave the vendors to operate fornow but
we will involve the Pigg’'s Peak police if the sit-
uation remains unresolved,” they said.
In a previous article written by this publication
pertaining to the above subject matter, Pigg’s
Peak Town Clerk/CEO Mzwandile Ndzinisa
said the Urban Government Regulations Act of
(1969) stated thatno person was allowed to sell
in the street or public place, without a valid per-
mit from council. Therefore, the sale of roast-
ed meat by the vendors is illegal, since it is a
contravention of this Act.
“To add to that first statement, any sale of
unwholesome or unhealthy food is not allowed
in town, as stated in the Public Health (Food
Hygiene) Regulations.
“This is due to the fact that unhygienic food
compromises the health of the public, because
it is prepared or served in unhygienic settings.
For instance, the regulations state that food must
be prepared in an area that has clean running
water, unfortunately the Shisanyama you're refer-
ring to lacks water facilties,” he added.

OUR CODE OF CONDUCT

The Swazi Observer commits itselfto reporting news
truthfully and accurately, and to publish comment that s
fair, in accordance with ourmission and vision of being
the definitive news media, as well as
abiding by the journalism code of ethics.

If we breach our code, please lodge your complaint with
our ombudsman:

Email: mbingo@observer.org.sz
Cell: 76029564

Fax: 24045503 or 24046463
Landiine: 2404 9600/1/2
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Matsapha

'‘ZWANE, COUNCIL
REJECT MUSLIM CHURCH'

STORIES BY SAMKELISIWE KHOZR
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MATSAPHA Town Council
Chairperson Sandlane Zwane and
his councillors are accused of xeno-
phobic attitudes towards the Muslim
community for rejecting an applica-
tion to build a mosque in the munic-
ipality.

The on-going public submissions are
conducted at the Matsapha Town Council
by the commission of enquiry appoint-
ed by Minister of Housing and Urban
Development Prince Simelane. It com-
prises Lungile Magagula (Chairperson),
Mzwandile Dlamini (Secretary), with
commissioners, Ayanda Sigudla, Benito

" . Jones and Ocean Zibuse Simelane.

The Muslim community representa-
tives said their application to construct
the mosque was chucked through the
window by the councillors together with
their Zwane.

When the councillors assumed office
in 2017, the community applied for the
construction soon thereafter. However,
that application was declined and con-
struction subsequently barred.

The community submitted that the
councillors told them that they were of
the Christian faith, therefore, they can-
not allow the construction of that mosque.

During the submissions, the Arabs
explained that all they wanted from the
Council was to be granted permission
to build the house of worship. They

ELABORATE: Chairperson of the Commission Lungile
Magagula directs the proceedings during the enquiry. Next to
her is commissioner Zibuse Simelane.

explained that the construction site or
plot legally belonged to them, they were
not asking for land.
Investor

They also brought forward that they
had in the bag an investor from Kuwait
who was to finance the construction of
the mosque. Unfortunately, the investor
packed his bags together with his money
and left when he realised he was faced
with xenophobic and religious intoler-
ance.

Furthermore, council and Zwane cited
that if they were to construct anything

it had to be an industrial structure because
that was an industrial site. Therefore,
every construction must be industrial
and provide employment to a signifi-
cant number of citizens.

Meanwhile, a deafening question that
made the room so quiet one could hear
a pin drop was that why other towns in
the country had mosques yet their admin-
istrations are Christians.

The Muslims said that xenophobic act
by Zwane and the councillors dented
the trust Arabic countries, especially
investors, held for Eswatini.

4§ Focus oN MATSAPHA TOWN COUNCIL comMISSION [

...Muslim community regrets
voting for Zwane, councillors

THE Muslim-Arabic Community
says they strongly regret voting
for the councillors and Chai
Sandlane Zwane.

During their submissions yester-
day, the communal said they were
so disappointed at how the coun-
cilors, especially Zwane, had turned
mto.

They said they trusted and believed
in the councillors that change and
development would follow after
they were elected.

They brought forward that Zwane
was a very smart man and well
versed with the law and the con-
stitution, hence he can get away
with murder. Zwane’s cleverness,
they alleged, granted him the eye
to notice and see every hole there
is within a system or a person and
use that hole to achieve personal
gains. Moreover, the minister of
housing and urban development
was begged to order for re-elec-
tions and make Matsapha live again.

‘Councillors must be investigated’

MBABANE businessman Walter
Bennett has recommended to the
commission of enquiry to probe
further into elections of the
Matsapha town councillors.* '

nacular, adding that the councillors
had no ratepayers’ interests at all,
all they cared about was wasting
their money.

> He said before they were sus-

Bennett was speaking yestardagpii pendéd;the coutiéillors in Matsapha
during the on-going publi¢/sub-" ilweréon each other’s throat over
missions regarding the Matsaphh/ztigixpensive trips which they were

affairs. #4310
“ Aselubukwe kutsi wona lama
councillors lasabanga hutfidi namuh-

la angena njani,” he said in ver-

Before they were sus-
pended, the councillors
in Matsapha were on
each other’s throat
over expensive trips
they were not even

deserving

| ano hisz " zilnbbevendeserving due to their unin-

formed behaviours which also led
to the chaos.

Moreover, Bermet said town boards,
councils and municipalities igno-
rantly waste ratepayers’ monies.
Bennet said investors should also
be investigated, KPMG audited
Mbabane Municipality for over
three years, nevertheless Matsapha
Town Council councillors used that
line to defend the change of an audit
firm.

He said that move on its own
smacked of corruption, hence the
necessity to probe investors that are
in line with Matsapha.

Sandlane, councillors can never work under same roof - Nkhanyeti

FORMER Matsapha Councillor
Nkhanyeti Ngwenya said, returning
to office chairperson, Sandlane Zwane
and the councillors under the same
roof would be a huge mistake.

Ngwenya was chucked out of a meet-
ing by Zwane and told to come back
with a letter that grants him the leeway
to double up as Member of Parliament
and a councillor.

A question, however, lingered on how
Ngwenya’s being an MP and a coun-
cillor tumed into an issue simply because
it was recorded that Zwane congratu-
lated him when he won the elections.

When making his submissions, Zwane
strongly argued that he could not let

corruption dwell under his leadership
hence Ngwenya and Councillor
Mfanufikile Dlamini were sent pack-
ing. Dlamini was an His Majesty’s
Correctional Service officer when he
was elected into council.

Tunes

However, tunes changed when he was
transferred to the Umbutfo Eswatini
Defence Force last year.

He was also chucked out of the coun-
cil by the then chairperson who request-
ed a letter from his employer explain-
ing the double up.

Interestingly, Ngwenya submitted that
soon after he was suspended by Zwane,
his payment was halted by the council.

He said the possibility of having a pro-
ductive and peaceful working environ-
ment under Zwane and the councillors
were very slim.

Ngwenya concurred with other coun-
cillors that an interim council team
should take over till 2022 when elec-
tions would be conducted.

MY MIND: MP Nkhanyeti
Ngwenya making his submis-
sions during his appearance
before the ongoing Matsapha
Town Council Commission of
Enquiry yesterday.

3 ——
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OPINION:
Commissioner
Mzwandile
Diamini asks for
clarity from MP
Nkhanyeti
Ngwenya dur-
ing his appear-
ance before the
commission.

bullied for glaring at
or touching phones

IF you have so much as touch or glare at
your mobile phone during meetings or when
the chairperson was speaking, nalo lilahie
kuwe - woe unto you.

Ngwenya claimed during his submission that
the councillors were literally forbidden to touch
their mobile phones in the presence of Zwane
during meetings. Ngwenya said they would be
belittled and bullied. He said Zwane lacked
proper leadership skills, as a result, Matsapha
was a mess today.

The MP said as a leader, there were proper
ways to deal with matters without belittling angd
degrading others in the same leadership.
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WET. WET. WET VALENTINE'S

WET DAY: A view of the Mbabane Bus Rank during Valentine’s Day as it was raining for the better part of the day. Weather forecasters have predicted a wet
marula weekend at Buhleni Royal Residence. 121G} - Commuters captured as they await transport to their areas of residence. (Pics: Simon Shabangu)
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Thank you! Siyabonga!

KEEP WALKING: Pedestrians walking along the road
along Malagwane Hill on the rainy day.

It is with great humility that the Kuhlase family
extends its profound gratitude for the
overwhelming support during this difficult time
after the untimely demise of
Mr. Samuel Sipho 'SS’ Kuhlase.

Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts and
prayers. We extend our gratitude to the medical
fraternity for all their efforts, and to Dups funeral

- parlour. .
May you allbe richly blessed.
' Maybaba 's soul rfgs*t in eternal peace.

& mg ﬂiude ﬁ-@'aka Kuhlase.

-

DOC: 18411

NOT SPARED: Passengers seated in a bakkie as it drove
down the Malagwane Hill in the rainy weather yesterday.

SAF E LY
COVERED: A
man carries a
bundle of goods
for a customer
as the rain came
down fowards
the Mbabane
Bus Rank.

WONDERING: A pupil seems to be lost in fhe rain,

- d
i

POURING: Umbrellas were the mast
utilised item as it poured.
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BY BRHLE GHMA
IMbabane Magistrate’s Conrt

MURDER suspect Sipho Shongwe’s
son, Sifiso Mbusi, was sentenced to
three years in prison with an option
of a fine of £10 000 yesterday by
Magistrate Lenhle Zulu.
Shongwe was arrested on January
19, 2018 at Ngwenya Border Post
afer he failed to declare E60 000 to
customs officers and the police. The
money was found in his vehicle, a

VW Polo Vivo at the point of entry

| was in South Aftican currency.
{ Declare
| Hewas charged with contravening
i Section 41 (1) as read with Section
41 (2) of the Money Laundering and
Financing of Terrorism (Prevention)
Act 2011 which states that one is
required to declare an amount that is
above E15 000.

During his court appearance on

| into the Kingdom of Eswatini and it

January 21, 2018, he was granted bail
at E3 500.

Shongwe was represented by his

lawyer Sipho Mnisi, who applied
before the court that his travel docu-
ment and car be released back to his
custody. He further applied that the
E10 000 be taken from the money
that was forfeited by the state on arrest.

The undeclared cash, his travel doc-

MURDER SUSPECT
SIPHO'S SON GETS
3 YEARS IN JAIL

umentand vehicle were forfeited in
terms of Section 57 of the above cited

Act on the day of his arrest.

According to the magistrate, his
arrest was also based on the fact that
he had exited and quickly returned to
the country as his father was a sus-
pect in the murder of the late Vietor
Gamedze and anyone close to him

was under police investigation.

H

BY WONDERBOY DLAMINI
Siteld

COULD it be true that some women
are assaulted for absolutely no rea-
son by their lovers?

This is the question which lingered
in the minds of many when a man
appearcd before the Siteki Magistrate’s
Court for assaulting his wife, for no
apparent reason. In fact, the accused
person admitted before court that his
wife did nothing wrong to deserve
the said assault.

Christopher Gamedze (45) was
charged with contravening Section
77 of the Sexual Offences and Domestic
Violence Act 15 of 2018. He was
| - said to have wrongfully and unlaw-
fully assaulted his wife, Sibongile
Mkhonta by chocking her and fur-
ther banging her head several times
against the floor. When the charge
sheet was read to him, Gamedze
pleaded guilty to the charge. His plea
was also accepted by the Crown with-
out leading evidence to prove com-
mission of the offence.

When asked by the court to explain
how he ended up assaulting his wife,
Gamedze blamed his reaction to a
fight he had earlier with his brother

in-law (a brother to his wife). He nar-

Boy (12) hits road in aunt’s car

BY SABELO MAJOLR AND
THEMBEKA DLAMINI
Mbabane

WHAT was supposed to be
a Valentine’s Day outing with
friends ended badly for a
Qedusizi Primary School pupil
who was bundled off by the
police for stealing a relative’s
newish looking Golf 5 and
driving around with class-
mates.

The Grade Seven pupil (aged
12), who resides in Makho]_o-
kholo, allegedly drove off with
the vehicle in the early morn-
ing and collected his four friends
with whom he attended a spolrls’
day event which took place at
the Prince of Wales Sports
Ground.

Just before lunch time, the
five boarded the vehicle as they
were going to their next desti-
nation, presumably their dif-
ferent homes.

Unfortunately for thcm_.‘the
vehicle had been parked in @
muddy puddle and they were
unable to drive out.

Four of the pupils got out and
started pushing the vehicle with
their equally short friend Iy~
ing all means to steer out of the
mud and instead got more StUC

A passer-by who was aftract-
ed by the spectacle became wor
ried and called for the boys ©
explain what was happening:

After much back and forth:
with denials and much finger

pointing, it emerged that the
boy had convinced his friends
that the vehicle belonged to his
mother.

What was worrysome was
that the boy alleged that his
friends convinced him to take
the vehicle whereas he had
money for transportation and
didn’t need to use it.

He further provided contacts
of an adult who he alleged would
collaborate his story, especial-
ly the part that the vehicle was
his mother’s. The police were
called and also told the same
tale.

Tearfully

Of note, the same boy bold-
lyalleged thatall five took turns
in driving, something which
the others tearfully tried to refute,

When a family member was
contacted, it was revealed that
the boy had spun a tale and lied
throughout the questioning,

Instead, the family member,
who asked not to be named as
he feared family reprisals as he
isa distant relative, said the car
belongs to an aunt to the boy
only identified as Phindile.

“The car is hardly ever used
as Phindile says it is waiting
for her child to complete his
education so as to make use of
the vehicle,” the neighbour said,

Adding, he said the boy was
taught how to drive by a church
mate who is normally called
upon {0 wash the car wheney-
er it gets dirty from dust. Added
to that, the boy is said to at times

take his pastor’s car and move
it around the church premises
whenever his church mate is
called upon to wash it as well.

“He found the keys on a tele-
vision screen in Phindile’s house
after entering to make as though
he was greeting Petros who was
painting in the house,” said the
relative and the boy is alleged
to have driven off.

Attempted

On seeing that the car was no
longer in the yard, Petros is said
to have attempted to look for
it to no avail while telling every-
one he came across that he want-
ed to sort the young boy.

Upon arrival at the Coronation
Park, the police took the car
together with the pupils to the
Mbabane Police Station and
their parents were called.

Royal Eswatini Police Service
(REPS) ChiefInformation and
tandent Phindile Vilakati con-
firmed the matter when sought
for comment yesterday. She
said the pupils were advised
not to engage in such unbe-
coming behaviour, especially
because they pose a threat to
themselves and other motorists
on the road given that they were
still minors not authorised to
drive.

“Their parents were also cau-
tioned to keep a close eye on
their children to avoid such
occurrences and the minors
were handed over to them,” she
said,

- ANGERED BY
BROTHER-IN-LAW,
BEATS UP WIFE

rated that on the fateful day, he came
home and found his brothex_'-m-la\z
sitting in the lounge and playmg lou
music. The said brother-in-law Was
visiting his sister. Gamedze said he
asked his brother in-law tO reduce
the volume, but he refused. :

He said instead, his brother in-law
started an argument with him, some-
thing which eventually resulted to
them exchanging blows.

Beating

The accused person told the court
that he was overpowered by his broth-
erin-law during the fight. He alleged
that his wife then made some com-
ments which did not go down well
with him. “‘Watsi kulo mnakabo sale
angikhawula sengenele,” said the
accused person, meaning; “She told
her brother to stop beating me because
I have already had enough”.

Gamedze said he felt belittled by
this statement, hence he assaulted
her. He stated that, however, he later
realised that he beat his wife for no
apparent reason.

Senior Magistrate Donald Mavuso
warned Gamedze against venting his
anger on his wife, saying this could
see him spending years in a correc-
tional facility. The accused was sen-
tenced to a year imprisonment with
an option to pay E1 000 fine.

Bhekisisa Soul Mbuyisa

SIMEMETELO SEMNGCWABO

Kwatiswa tihlobo nebangani ba Bhekisisa Soul Mbuyisa lobekatiwa
ngekutsi ngu 'Mthamo' kutsi akasekho emhlabeni. Usishiye
ngekutumeka lokukhulu mhiaka 12 February 2019.

Utawufihlwa ekhaya lakhe eLushikishini ngelisontfo, mhiaka
17 February 2019 nga 06h00 ekuseni.

Kwatiswa baka Mbuyisa eBhadzeni, nebasekhakhakhe baka Mtsetfwa,

bekhabonina baka Miotsa, nebasemsebentini wakhe ka Swazi Observer,

Simemetelo sikhishwa ngu Mkakhe egameni lemndeni.
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Senators call for unity T

th

Yesterday in the House of Assembly,

e legislators thanked the King for

giving a clear direction to be followed

MP Mabulala Maseko, and MP Prince ¢
Mfanawemakhosi Dlamini.
The MPs will be led by the premier

suggested that MPs should thank the
king for such a good speech.

MPs to thank

ch

"W |

Magongo of Nkaba captured after the first Parliament sitting
yesterday. (Pics: Simon Shabangu)

was done to implement that directive

OPEN THE MINES - MPS  fomuckine sucleisicbevan:

ed to make that submission in the pres-
THE country’s mines should be  was present in Parliament yesterday. ence of Bhembe, so that he could hear
opened so as to resuscitate theecon-  However, Bhembe was not present for himself what was expected from
omy. in the House yesterday and no rea- him.

This was said by Members of  sons were stated for his absence. Mhlume MP Victor Malambe also
Parliament (MPs) yesterday in the  Bhembe was present at Senate when called for government to ensure that
House of Assembly after thanking ~ the senators met in the morning. g‘e revival of the mining industry was

one speedily.

His Majesty King Mswati 1T for deliv-
ering His Speech from the Throne.
Most of the MPs who commented on
the King’s speech said it was imper-

ative that government made it possi- j e - ;
ble for mines to operate in the coun- 2017 speech, where he called for a the nunerals into finished goods right
try. _ speedy enactment of legislations that here in the country. s
Deputy Speaker Phila Buthelezisaid  would regulate the mining industry. shﬁilaésogtﬂfdfhaﬂ%cal r‘:jorfnpamesh ‘
it would be ideal if Minister forNatural  Buthelezi said he was disappointed  SHOUIC 2150 be CONSICETAc Jo7 Sue ALL SMILES: Minister of Agriculture Jabulani Mabuza
B tha : : tenders for Emaswati to benefit. r S MIISISEDIE :
Resources and Energy Peter Bhembe  thattwo years down the line, nothing sharing a light moment with Finance PS Bheki

Buthelezi urged ministers to inform
Bhembe that he was also expected to
attend House sittings even though he
Wwas a senator.

Buthelezi quoted the King on his

Malambe also called for govern-
ment to ensure that whatever mining
companies that would be engaged,
they should be challenged to process

Ministers to deliver annual reports

IT is important for the coun-
try’s legislators to work as a
united team when tackling the
country’s economieproblems.

This was an observation made

Senator Prince Magudvulela
commented on the speech saying
it called upon both the legislature

by the country. 2-ary
%"he MPs ttgy thank the king includ-  § and the executive to wgfk-t?geﬂl-
ed Prime Mittister Attibrbsé DiAfinf. "™ er to achieve what'thé’king had  sectors.
Speaker Petros Mavimbela, M fﬂ{’u | set out in his speech. Khumalo added that the King’s
: e 5o Prince Magudvulela said the  speech was based more on resus-

executive should engage the leg-
islature on decisions it would take
when doing its work.

“It will not be good for the leg-

a;d the speaker;gkthc kmg This wes . — : ' islature to learn about the moves  foreign direct investment by mak-
afier Deputy Speaker Phila Buthelezi  pjcTURED: MP Victor Malambe of Mhlume and MP Zakhele of the executive in the media,"he  ing it easy for people to do busi-
said. ness in the country.

The prince further said it was
imperative for the executive to act
fast on the directives from the leg-
islature. He acknowledged that
sometimes, implementing those

by senators yesterday when thank-  directives could be hard, but engag-
ing His Majesty King Mswati [l ing the legislature would make
for the Speech from the Throne things easier.
Lobamba he delivered last Friday. He made an example of elec-
= e The senators observed that there tricity supply in the country, say-
Ry was a huge need for Parliament  ing as legislators had called for
MEMBERS of Parliament (MPs) and the e‘xecutive towork asa the executive to look for other
have selected a five-member com- unity if the country was tomoye  ways of generating electricity
mittee that will convey the legisla- out of the financial mess. besides relying on South Africa.
tures’ gratitude to His Majesty King Before the senators made their  Hesaid they called for that o hap-
g'lhswati III for the Speech from the iﬁg;?(i)sssel %?:mi;l $:shfsll::§ E g:g Lnaipﬂggég e
rone. ;
Last Friday, the king delivered the Senate President Lindiwe Dlamini  Minister for Commerce, Industry
Speech from the Throne which marked to move that the senators thank  and Trade Manqoba Khumalo
the opening of Parliament. {Z;k\i,ré% lt{"or delivering the speech f’l‘?(lid .goven;;nl;eél‘:t;};ﬁ];:ismug

of government was addressed. He
said the disharmony was found
between different government
ministries, emabandia and other

citating the economy and that
called for the whole government
machinery to work in unity. He
said there was a need to attract

Bhembe after the day’s proceedings.

belonged to the ministries, not the

g]nhcllitsl-t;em They were supposed to  various constituencies.
o ; : : ereports b MP d i
CABINET ministers have failed David Cruiser Ngcamphalala  compiled %Om‘inget;aeufifn t‘:e% \:hr?; Ogl)eber ; ass tv.;o.z‘ai z;l;cc; ::l:;:t;adu;
to deliver their annual perfor- informed Mavimbela that he had  predecessors. This meant the min- sitting for the first time in the fol-
OPTOMETRIST mance reports in Parliament.  submitied his report. He askedthat isters had to take over what they lowing month. This means when
! e This is despite the fact that they  the speaker go and look for itin  found when they took the the present financial year started,
Ekululameni Rehabilitation were advised last Friday that they his office. office. YAQOKLQESE RS the)?‘;verz - mg‘ﬁ; e
Cen’rre-MZIr'_npofU taking should present them yesterday ~ Mavimbela promised to do as  Annual performance reportsare  all ofthe legislators, including the
care of the disabled people SR E Ngcamphalala asked. accounts that will give a pi Cabinet, have to familiarise them-
; : x The ministers were advised to Submition MPs and Eive EpITHeD T s .
is looking for an optometrist submit the reports to House of ~ Deputy Speaker Phila Buthelezi  fere ?n minsei Batoes onho Bt SES U
to workin its Optical Division. Assembly Speaker Petros Mavimbela.  urged ministers last Friday to sub- nt ministries have performed  ernment was doing.
House of Assersbly Speaker Petros “";gt et it yejglgrfi‘;,y g}i;er the outgoing financial year.  This would help in ensuring that
. : : I i e . = . :
Qualification: Bachelor of Mavimbela, when making the This was during theopening of the  only been ;ICai%met ministers have " they work according to what wes
Opt ; |. d ot announcement yesterday in the firstsessionofthe 11th Parliament, months Oflioe i S pesitns dgne by the goals set by the pre-
ptomeiry (Independen House of Assembly, said he was ~ which was opened by His Majesty  This means th vious government. The P“’"‘E"Sf
Practice-Diagnosfics disappointed to inform his fellow  King Mswati II. The reports were  there when thj at they were not  govemment was given the task 0
Optometry). MPs that he had not received any  tobesubmitied to Houseof Assembly  year started, bzfgxtegOmg ﬁ;]laﬂmal ﬁﬁfﬁ;ﬁﬁw S t‘:}‘*:';]‘:e":{
of the reports. He pleaded with  Speaker Petros Mavimbela. account to the Jeg; PIORREES s
Prime Minister Ambrose Dlamini ~ Mavimbela had been ask ount to the legislators on how  thefirst world stafus by 2022. The
Please send your CV: =, edon  their various ministr; e
Y : to ensure that ministers adheredto ~ Tuesday on how ministers were  formed over i inistries have per- present government 18/ ensHe
ekululameni.mzimpofu@gm calls from the legislature. expected to submiit the anmual reports ~ They er the past financial year. it takes from where the previous
Mini : have to do this more sobecase ~ government left. This government
gil.com inister for Tinkhundla when they were barely twomenths  the legislators a] : . fushering the ¢ ,
|| Administrationand Development inoffice. Mavimbela said thereports  ation oftakmg?j:}eosk:r\fan ogilg- ::a; (a)zu;sko ushering the country
: ereportsto  to 2022.

the people who elected them in




National News | o

Ezulwini

BY ZWELETHU DLANNy
e

THE Internationa] Labour
Organisation (ILO) delegation is
in the country for 3 three-day
mission where several stakeholders
will be engaged, including work-
ers unions and authorities, .

The team led by Director Joni
Musabayana arrived in the country
on Wednesday where it held a meet-
ing over dinner with workers fed-
erations’representatives, In this
meeting, the delegation was updat-
ed on the progress made by the
country in as far as workers issues
and the social dialogue are con-
cerned.

Yesterday, the team had a cour-

tesy meeting with the Minister of
Labourand Social Security Makhosi
Vilakati, who was joined by the
principal secretary, the commis-
sioner of labour as well as other
govemment officials. The team was
scheduled to also have a meeting
with the United Nations (UN) offices
team and Business Eswatini.

Today, the team is expected to
meet with the head of government,
deputy prime minister, minister of
foreign affairs, and the Cabinet as
awhole. Early in the morning, the
US embassy is scheduled to have
a meeting with the team.

Musabayana said on Wednesday,
his delegation;met with the work-
ers unions who highlighted sever-
al challenges and issues that need
to be addressed.

“They raised issues around taxes,
funding of orphaned and vulnera-
ble children (OVC), electricity, costs
of passports and the labour market.
We will be engaging other stake-
holders including the business com-
munity and the country’s authori-
ties, and we gathered that they have
created an enabling environment,”
he said.

Dialogue

Asked of the assertion that the
unions were to report the govern-
ment to [LO, the director encour-
aged the parties to engage in social
dialogue and try to address matters
at home before reporting to them.

He said some serious issues are
resolved amicably by unions and
government ifthey engaged in dia-
logue and there was no need to report

the countries involved to ILO, mak-
ing an example of the Marikana
case in South Africa.

Minister of Labour and Social
Security Makhosi Vilakati said his
ministry was more than willing to
engage the labour unions in social
dialogue and encouraged them to
come forth and table issues they
had. “Let them come, let’s talk, we
are open to dialogue. To us they are
a stakeholder not enemies. Whenever
there is an issue, they should come
see us as our hands are open,” he
said. The minister said the ILO team

was invited to establish a relation- |

ship as well as to be kept abreast
on the expectations of the ministry.

He thanked the team for assisting {* he ad

the country in formulating labour -
related legislations in the past.

NO PARTY:
What was sup-
posed to be
used for the
Valentine’s

Day celebra-

tion acciden-
tally fell from
its owner
while at the
Corporate
Place yester-
day. (Pic:
Mduduzi
Mngomezulu)
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Businesses affected as Siteki without water for three days

BY WONDERBOY DLAMINI
Siteki
TS

SITEKI is currently without the
basic commodity, water, making

life very difficult for the general

public and businesses.
The town and its surrounding com-
munities have been without water
since Tuesday, owing to renova-
tions currently being undertaken by
the Eswatini Water Services
Corporation (EWSC). The situd-
tion has also seen a pumber of bUSI=
nesses reporting huge losses i Pro-
ductivity as they cannot operate
without clean running water.
Amongst the businesses which
have reported losses is the sole e~
tile factory, JS Clothing, which 1S
situated near Mabhodweni e
The factory has been comQEH :
reduce its operation hours into half
to ensure good health amongst the
workers, Speaking during anintr-

“= OUT AND DRY: Siteki town. The town and its
 surrounding communities have been without
" water since Tuesday, owing to renovations

view at the factory premises,
Production Manager Soodesh Sivram
disclosed that the management wag
left without a choice but to halt oper-
ations at midday. At least, this was
the case on Wednesday and yes-
terday. Sivram said the manage-

& \which are currently being undertaken by EWSC.

ment noted that it would have been
a health hazard to keep workers in
an environment which had no run-
ning water.

“We could not keep the over 550
staff in an environment where they
could not use toilets, hence we had

to halt operations at midday,” said
the manager.

Sivram said the situation has trans-
lated to huge losses as they had to
cancel some orders which were due
today.

Meanwhile, other businesses such
as eateries within the town centre,
also reported a similar situation.
The EWSC has pleaded for patience
from members of the public. ESWC’s
Sakhiseni Khumalo, who spoke on
behalf of Public Affairs Manager
Nomahlubi Matiwane, said the sit-
uation was caused by problems
which have been experienced with
the water network.

Khumalo said the company was
currently working on repairing the
said network.

“We are hoping that the situation
will be back to normal on Saturday
as our team is on the ground work-
ing hard to address the problem,”
fsaid Khumalo when sought for clar-

ity.

Ngculwini chief
applauds King

BY SIMON SHEBANGU
Mbahane
R R S A T

NGCULWINI Chief, Prince Mgebiseni has
applauded the His Majesty King Mswati ITI
for the Ingwenyama Cup Culture Competition
which he said would revive cultural prac-
tises across the country.

He was speaking in an interview after three
groups from his area won prizes during the
Manzini regional eliminations recently. The
chief said he was grateful to the King for the
visionary leadership through which he realised
that there was need to have such a competition.
He said the country would now be revived cul-
turally.

“Sekhuta liBayethe because our culture was
slowly ‘dying’, but now the cultural landscape
is changing countrywide.

“Culture is very important to Emaswati because
it unites the nation so that we do a lot of things

‘together. Culture also promotes peace in the

-'co}mnyr ‘qutgg(ﬁwg always advocates for,”
“He l‘a-;»’, ) {é‘%@m’[ 1 at[edlghc I_ghr)'ée groups from
is area which made it to the fop four, although
only one group qualified for the finals at Somhlolo
where they will represent the Lubombo region.
Winning
*T am proud of the groups which have proven
that we are the cultural hub in the region because
we have always been winning this competition.
I encourage even the youth to love and partake
in this competition because it is all about cul-
ture,” he added. Ngculwini Indlamu group man-
aged to get position three; Ingadla was placed
in first position while Lutsango got second posi-
tion. The chief said this was a great achieve-
ment for the area, reiterating that they would
continue to shine because even the local busi-
ness community supports them.

He singled out Corban Build Hardware Director
Thembinkosi Nkonyane whom he said has been
supporting the culture competition since he set
up his business in the area.

: q__

= -1.

{ BAYETHE: Prince Mgebiseni.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR ;
APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL CONSENT
IN TERMS OF THE MANZINI TOWN
PLANNING SCHEME OF 2013

| Isaac Kizito the owner(s) of the
property in question, hereby make a
Public Notice interms of Clause 1.5 of the
2013 Manzini Town Planning Scheme
that | wish to apply SPECIAL CONSENT to
establish a Guest House on Piot 392,
Coates Valley.

Anyone having objection to this
application may lodge their objection in
writing with the Municipal Council of
Manzini at P.O. Box 418, Manzini,M200,
SWAZILAND; not later than 8 — 15
February 2019, that is 21days from the
late publication of the notice namely on
8 March 2019.

DOC:18371
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BY SIZWE DLAMINI
Pigy’s Peak

e S e T 1T

ABOUT 500 people from Pigg’s Peak and
surrounding areas received free medical care
from 35 Taiwanese medical practitioners
under the Taiwan Roots Medical Peace Corps.

The medical practitioners, who were work- |
ing at the Gobolondlo Hall on Wednesday, con-
sisted of doctors, nurses and medical volun-
teers, all providing free medical checkups and
medication to members of the public.

The medical experts were invited to Eswatini
on February 10 by both the ministry of health
and Taiwan Ambassador to Eswatini, Jeremy
Liang, '

Speaking to this publication Liang who was
also in Pigg’s Peak, said the ministry of health
was responsible for deploying the medical prac-
titioners who will be leaving the country on
February 19. “The Taiwan Roots Medical Peace

Taiwan Roots Mica

that travelled to Eswatini to aid the sick for free.

o a Pl =N

WELCOME: Taiwan Ambassador to Eswatini Jeremy Liang with Minister of
Agriculture Jabulani Mabuza at the Gobolondlo Hall on Wednesday.
(Pics Sizwe Dlamini)

Corps is anon-governmental organisation (NGO)  Itis important to note that the health care organ-
isation has very experienced doctors and nurs-

Eswatini Energy Regulatory Authority (ESERA) is pleased
to announce that it will shortly launch the first competitve
tender process for the procurement of new renewable
electricity capacity in Eswatini.

Following the Minister of Energy's announcement on the
25th July 2018, and in accordance with section 25 of the
Electricity Act of 2007, ESERA has commenced the
process of preparing a tender process for the first round of
generation capacity procurement as envisaged in the
Short term Generation Expansion Plan (SGEP). ESERA
has established a procurement committee which includes
representatives from the Government of Eswatini and the
Eswatini Electricity Company to assist in the procurement
of new renewable generation capacity, and is taking the
necessary steps to launch an initial call for tenders in line
with Government's policy.

This tendering process is being adopted to advance
Government's partnership with the private sector and also
to ensure the orderly development of new generation
capacity to help achieve the country's strategic objectives
of increasing the amount of renewable energy in our
generation mix while improving our country's self-
sufficiency at the same time. This competitive tendering
process will benefit electricity users in the country as
bidders will offer the most competitive tariffs for the new
generation capacity.

1. In line with the above statement, the procurement of
new capacity will now be led by ESERA and will be
conducted through a competitive bidding process. In
Executing this function, ESERA will be guided by the
SGEP, the Energy Policy and the Energy Master Plan of
Eswatini.

2. The tendering process will be conducted in
accordance with the Eswatini Public Procurement
| Regulatory Agency Act of 2011 and the Electricity Act of
- 2007. There will be a request for qualification (RFQ)
followed by a request for proposals (RFP) and this process |

Yo T

Tel: +2§8;

ESWATINI ENERGY REGULATORY AUTHORITY

PRESS STATEMENT

GENERATION CAPACITY PROCUREMENT THROUGH
COMPETITIVETENDER

st Aoor, Rhus Office Park, Karl Grant Strest Mbabane PO Box 7137 Mbabane H100
2404 2103: Fax: +268 2404 8384: E-mail: info@sera.org.s2. Websile: sera.org.sz

will be launched openly by inviting bidders through the
media.

3. Screening and evaluation of the submitted proposais
will be undertaken by the procurement committee which
may be supported in this regard by a technical committee,
that will be comprised of key technical representatives
from relevant key institutions.

4. The procurement committee will report directly to
ESERA on the outcome of the evaluation process. ESERA
will make the final adjucation decision in cooperation with
the Minister as required in terms of secton 25 of the
Electricity Act 2007.

5. Licensing of the Independent Power Producer (IPP) will
follow the normal process in Eswatini.

6. In the spirit of competitiveness, fairness and
transparency, and in line with regional and international
procurement best practices, unsolicited bids for
generation capacity will no longer be considered.

7. All interested parties will be given an opportunity to
compete equally and fairly to qualify and, if pre-qualified
to bid for the capacity to be procured as advertised. :

8. All necessary preparations and consultations with al|
relevant stakeholders are being done to ensure that the
transition to the new procurement approach is Seamiess

9. We call upon all our esteemed stakeholders i
participate in this process and to assist us in dey 4

this sector in accordance with Government policy. Sl

VUSUMUZI MKHUMANE
CEO: ESWATINI ENERGY REGULATORY
AUTHORITY

Peace Corps

es who have travelled to many other countries
around the world providing all types of free
medical care. The ministry of health has a good
working relationship with the government of
Taiwan, hence I decided to invite the organi-

sation to the Kingdom to provide assistance,”

he said.

On that note, Minister of Agriculture and
Pigg’s Peak Member of Partiament (MP) Jabulani
‘Buy Cash’ Mabuza said he provided transport
to help ferry people from their respective places
to the Gobolondlo Hall toreceive the free med-
ical services.

“We are grateful to His Majesty King Mswati
11T for building vital relationships with Taiwan.
It is no sectet that health care is very expen-
sive, so when an organisation chooses to bring
it here for free, as a community we cannot miss
such an opportunity. We are expecting that the
Taiwanese mission will aid about 500 people
today,” he said.

POSE: Patient King Mziyako said
the medical practitioners were very
efficient.

KODAK MOMENT: A Taiwanese
medical volunteer posing for our
camera.
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attends to 500 Pi

A_T M,/ORK: Taiwanese medical practitioners assisting
Pigg’s Peak residents,

RELAX: Taiwanese medical practitioners captured at
the Gobolondlo Hall.

g's Pe

BOSS: Lead Médical Practitioner of
the Taiwan Roots Medical Peace
Corps Dr Cheng Cho-Tsai.

ak residents

$ BRADFORD UNIVERSITY
: COLLEGE (BUC) |
_— strive for success

Approved by the Eswatini Government and
Eswatini Higher Education Council (ESHEC)

-
—
<,

[
£ 17

January 2019 Registration and
admission is currently ongoing

BUC Courses _
1. Faculty of Education (Tesching)
hers Diploma (3
R ary Fanchars Diiora 13 Saken)

2, Facutlty of Avcoamiting
Accounting and Finance
3. Faculty of Mensgameri
a. Business Management
b. Community Development _
¢. Human Resource Management
d. Business Administration
e. Secretarial X
4. Faoulty of Infermeticn Tedimoingy
' a.ICDL: Cert 6 Months -
b. A+; Cert 6 Months i
c. N+: Cert 6 Months
d. Dip inIT: 2 Years ="
e. Diploma in Web and Graphics
Design: 1 Year .
%5 Faculty of Hesllh Ecienses
a. HIVIAIDS Management
b. Health and a0
¢. Psychology , 2 Years
d. Public Health

&. Uipgrading

Free T-shirt
Free Stationery

' Free Computer Lessons
Free Course Materials
Reasonable Boarding Fees
Scholarships Available
Online §

dies available

...Mission happy to be assisting Emaswati = jpeeseme

LEAD medical practitioner of  Hesaid they have traveledtomany ~ “Our organisation is travelling with .
the Taiwan Roots Medical Peace  different countries in the past such  nine doctors, 24 medical volunteers Call :+268 7638 5550/ +268 2505 5487
Corps Dr Cheng Cho-Tsaisaid.  asthe United States of America (USA),  and nurses. Email:bradfordsm@swazi.net g
This was their very first visittothe  and other countries in southemn Afiica,  Weare happy to be helping the peo- Physical location: Opposite Philani Clinic, Manzini &
butthis was their first visit to Eswatini. ~ ple of Eswatini,” he said. T mea s e e e

country.

' JOB OFFER:
NEDBANK (SWAZILAND) LIMITED

| SALES CONSULTANT

| Nedbank is an equal opportunity employer and an autherized Financial Services Provider. At

' the heart of Nedbank’s employee value proposition is our belief that ‘great things begin with
great people’

L Job purpeas:

| To market, sell, and cross-sell Nedbank products to meet the needs of Retail and Small Business

| Services clients; to retain and grow client base; to achieve and meet business objectives through

| identifying and fulfilling client financial needs and to provide consistent excellent client service.

| ok
Based at BuhleniBranch Retail Department

|+ Soles or Marketing degree or BCom Mqueting or Commerce degree
+ Minimum 3 years’ Retail Banking of which | - 2 years’ experience at Sales Consultant level.
Exposure to Small Business Services clients,

. Deliver and achieve all in-branch daily, weekly and monthly sales targets by following
business unit sales strategy.

| - Finalise client transactions by ensuring client signature for final product accepted.

* Improve performance based on management guidance and feedback.

- Obtain referrals from existing clients and in branch staff through collaboration.

- Market financial products to new and existing clients and stakeholders through the
identification of client needs and by matching preduct to the need.

- Assist and collaborate with segment colleagues (ie. Relationship - and Business Banking) with
activations to ensure new business opportunities are fulfilled. Resolve client queries by
following business procedure and keeping client mformed_

- Educate clients on the product offering by presenting them with the relevant information.

- Maintain client relationships through world class service standards by listening and attending

| to client needs, keeping them in the loop and making things happen for them,

- Develop effective partnerships with clients by listening to client needs, asking questions and
| demonstrating on understanding of the client's business & indlustry,
| . Address client needs by identifying effective financial solutions, using product knowledge,

providing the client with proactive solutions.

+ Act as client’s banking partner by toking responsibility for providing regular feedback.

- Ensure retention of clients’ full banking relationship through client service and client contact.

| - Plon and implement effective prospecting activities by identifying and responding to
business opportunities. v R

* Meet requﬁepments of product applications by providing all required documentation.

- Ensure all client details are correctlby capturing details correctly at application stage.

« Schedule work according to action plan: from manager in order to mest business

objectives.

see money differently

» Complete verification procedure for all applications by following business unit requirements.

- Enable managerial sales consolidation by reporting daily sales statistics.

« Improve the quality of work by using the managerial recommendations.

+ Reduce fraudulent transactions by reporting suspicious transactions to the relevant
department.

« Ensure technical, company standards and practices are met by vetting the accuracy and
quality of applications and security documentation within sales portfolio.

+ Deliver agreed results through input to client financial analysis, making recommendations to

credit, monitoring that security documentation are completed and returned to admin team

and by confirming Bank queries and Bank Codes.

Keep abreast of legislation and other industry changes that impacts on role by reading the

relevant newsletters, websites and attending sessions.

+ Understand and embrace the Nedbank vision and demonstrate the values through

interaction with team and stakeholders.

Improve personal capability and stay abreast of developments in field of expertise by

identifying training courses and career progression for self throughinput and feedback from

managers.

+ Ensure personal growth and enable effectiveness in performance of roles and responsibilities
by ensuring all learning activities are completed, experience practiced and certifications
obtained and/or maintained within specified time frames.

- Ensure information is provided correctly to stakeholders by maintaining knowledge sharing
knowledge with team.

.

« Client Centricity

« |nnovation

« Commercial Aptitude
« Digital Literacy

« Risk Optimisation
Culture Carrier
Brand Ambassador

To apply send your CV to recruitment@nedbank.co.sz
Applications close on 20 February 2019
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted

DOC18453
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Premier buys school shoes
for underprivileged kids

STORIES BY SAMUKELISIWE KHOZR | ; T [— >
Matsapha G S : et g

AT least over 60 underprivileged-
pupils have had their schooling con-

fidence restored after receiving free

pairs of school shoes, jerseys and

lucrative enhancement gifts from

Premier Eswatini Company.

Even though statistics reflect that
there are thousands underprivileged
pupils countrywide who either do not
afford a proper uniform ora meal, the
company, through its milling and bak-
ery departments, has rolled out a pro-
gramme aimed at boosting the coun-

YOURS: Franson Christian Primary pupils holding jer-
seys presented by Premier Bakery.

: ..-e\\k_"'H T

try’s education system by donating | - ” . = =5 _ I LRA M) ﬂ = b |
school uniforms, shoes and jerseys.to . — - g : ;
underprivileged pupils. i - n THANK YOU: Franson Christian pupils lifting up jerseys and

The campaign, whichwaslaunched ~ shoes presented by Premier Bakery.
three years ago, has seen four schools, Sidloko Primary Schools. dence to the pupils, hence they are hop-

Ztgsiiiﬁg éﬁfﬁ%’::’eﬁ ?;@'};;mmﬁ * Two more schools have been lined  ing to maintain the 100 pass rate the
Apart from restoring co ffli de.nce 0 P to benefit in the next coming weeks. schog)l er:_tjoyed last year.
the underprivileged pupils, this social Ne_lsodele!a, Headteacher at Franson “Itis without any dc_)ubt that we are
responsibility exercise by he - Christian Primary School, said the  going to \york hard since companies
ny has simultaneously created exci . donation of the uniform has l?rought like Premier are assisting in bringing
ment to schools, and further promot- confidence to the beneficiaries and ~ confidence to the pupils,” she said.
ed the passion tb s Hetter reeults would influence the school’s perfor- Meapwhﬂe, quck Mahlalela, Pnpclpal
at the end of the year mance. of Sidloko Primary School, said the
- mm.fe o e “Qur school has gelfonncd very well  donation of umfoz"rr_l has brought con-
ernment produce better STD Five in the Standard Five results and one fidence to the recipients.
T oEtS'i16 hgln}::g% fac;on:s is that lfrennelt' ﬁ;{t 1st a rfact‘ ;hat p}tllpllslwho have a
: al een bringing excitemen set of uniform have less stress in
acsaﬂgrcn?z};c:::, ?:Izﬁeg Ofﬁ;ctil::;r?\}'ig— to t%'le pupils through givi_ng themedu- class. This !JOOSIS their confidence and
leged pupils have received frec pairs C%Zﬁirgsym;cggg iog] \flfalthe com- COTIEZ!E?;I: Il'lf;asou we are so grateful
of shoes and jerseys, plus enhance- pany is doing for schools in the coun-  to Premier Eswatini for such dona-

n}?ggg?;ggf&f gﬁls e treated try and we believe the donatigns con- ti?f"” he said. . ONE TEAM: Franson Christian Primary pupils with
to free bread and enhancement gifis ':;Elte a lot to performance,” Ndlela Mﬁﬁlﬁgy\:’; a\r‘?’aVr seo ‘:égxted ax:i their teachers and Premier staff.

mgglg;rngthp:nsco’;:hgl b;.:) '(::’_S tlig %2:}113{;‘) The head teacher explained that about ~ can continue with such social respon-

ool c;ampajgnphasy;na i 30_ underprivileged pupils received  sibility because it doesn’t only bene-

preanrain F;anson Chiisfanand pairs of school shoes plus jerseys. She  fitthe pupils but the country at large.”
PHP. said the donation has brought confi-  he said.

‘EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS’

PREMIER Milling Marketing Manager
Sithembile Khumalo says the company
recognises education as a fundamental
right for every pupil.

““As part of our annual social responsibil-
ity initiatives, we have embarked on a jour-
ney to identify four different schools per
region wherein we donate shoes and jerseys
to underprivileged pupils. During the dona-
tions, we also give other gifts such as our
products to the pupils. They include bread,
buns, sweets and samp,” she said.

She said the donations create excitement
to the pupils such that it has become a norm
for pupils to receive educational enhance-
ment gifts from Premier.

READY FOR WINTER: Sidloko Primary pupils trying
on new jerseys presented by Premier Bakery.

e

What parents had to say:

Parent 1

We are grateful to Premier for the dona-
tions. We were shocked yet so happy when
we were told the company has donated school
shoes for our children. Such charity act
reduces stress and anxiety.

Parent 2

God bless the company management for

coming up with this social responsibility _
programme. They are alleviating the stress  HIGHER: Sidloko Primary pupils displaying shoes pre-
on the kids and to us parents, hence we are  sented by Premier Bakety

teful.
\_gra

SPEECH: SUB promoter Thami Sithole addressing

Pupils from Sidioko Primary.

o .
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ESWATINE
WEDICAL CHRISTIAN

UNIVERSETY

Accredited by the Eswatini Higher Education Council
2019/2020 Application for Enrolment

EMCU invites applications from suitably qualifying

| candidates for enrolmentin the following programmes:

. Bachelor of Medical Laboratory Sciences
®  Bachelor of Nursing

Bachelor of Pharmacy
Bachelor of Radiography
Bachelor of Computer Science
Bachelor of Social Work
Bachelor of Psychology

i Applicants must have a minimum of 6 credits (C grade or
| better) in GCE O'Level/ IGCSE' SGCSE including English
' Language, Mathematics, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, §

:' Combined Science or any other equivalent qualification.

. downloaded online: www emo ac sz .

| Deadline for submission of applications is 08" March 2019

Examinations Council
of Eswatini

All Heads of Primary and High Schools are informed that
E-Registration workshops for 2019 will be held at the
following Centres and dates. All meetings start at 9:00am
sharp. Each Head of School is requested to bring one
computer literate officer who will assist in the
E-Registration of candidates.

STORIES BY SIMON SHABANGU
Matsapha

—www—— EMPOWER CHILDRENAT

PRINCIPAL Secretary in the Deputy
Prime Minister’s Office Khangeziwe
Mabuza has said empowering chil-
dren at an early stage prepares them
to adequately deal with life challenges
as they grow.

She was speaking at the launch of
‘Select Sikhula Nawe School Shoes
Campaign’ at Esibayeni Lodge on
Wednesday moming where she was the
guest speaker.

Select Limited will be distributing
over 300 pairs of shoes to 20 rural schools
from the four regions of the country.
The PS officially launched the cam-

. * paign on the day.

~ She said govemnment was excited about
the contribution by the financial service
provider which she said would go a long
way in empowering the children who
are destitute.
Long-standing

“It is on this note that we welcome
interventions by good corporate citi-
zens such as Select Limited that con-
tribute to providing solutions to this
long-standing, intractable social issue.
I am reliably informed also that Select
Limited, a licensed financial services
provider, is celebrating 20 years of its
existence and that as they grow and
mature in the industry, they have found
it fit not to leave the communities they
serve behind,” she said.

DATE VENUES REGION
18" Feb 2019 1.Hluthi Teachers' Centre | Shiselweni
Monday 2. Evelyn Baring High Shiselweni
19" Feb 2019 1. Christ the King Primary | Shiselweni
Tuesday 2.Siphofaneni High Lubombo
20" Feb 2019 1.Mankayane High Manzini
Wednesday 2.Siteki REO Lubombo
21%'Feb 2019 1.Mkhuzweni Primary Hhohho
Thursday 2.Mhlatane High Hhohho F
22" Feb 2019 1.Manzini Central High Manzini
Friday 2. Mbabane Central High | Hhohho

Announcement By:

REGISTRAR

DOC:18370 i

PLEASANTRIES: Select Mba-
bane Branch Manager Gugu
Dlamini, Manzini Branch
Manager Raisibe Nkambule and
the PS sharing a light momeng

POEM: Some of the pupils recijt-
ing a poem in appreciation of
Select Limited’ kind gesture.

UMNTFWANA NGUMLIBA LOYA EMMBILI: Select Limited man-
ment joined by guest speaker PS Khangeziwe Mabuza,
principals, school representatives and some of the pupil dur-
ing the launch of Select’s ‘Sikhula Nawe School Shoes

Campaign’ at Esibayeni Lodge on Wednesday morning.

The PS said she was elated that the
company had committed to a number
of corporate social investment (CSI)
activities to benefit vulnerable groups
in commemorating their milestone.

Deciding

She encouraged the nation to join the
company in celebrating their two decades
of existence. She further thanked Select
for deciding to celebrate in such a fash-
ion. She invited other corporate entities
to emulate the good work done by Select

age

Limited. P
“Investing in children is the most strate- : :

gic way to go as this is planting a seed R’::“fAR’fs- Deputy Prime

that will yield abundantly in the future, ~ Minister's Office PS

Umntfwana ngumliba loya emmbili,” Khangeziwe Mabuza making

she noted. her remarks.

SIKHULA NAWE:
The PS who rep-
resented gov-
ernment, receiv-
ing a pair of
shoes from
Select Limited
CEO Bongani
Motsa and
board member
Henley Rennie
during the
launch. (Fics:
Simon
Shabangu)
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APPRECIATIVE: Ngwenya Primary Principal
. Gugulethu Dlamini (late ex-PM Sibusiso

Diamini’s wife) receives shoes on behalf > Al | - .
of the school from PS Khangeziwe Mabuza. = HAPPY DAY: The principal secretary presenting shoes to Loyiwe Primary
- - ———— School Principal Simangele Nxumalo while Motsa and Rennie look on.

THANK YOU: Principal of
Vulamehlo Primary School
Busisiwe Dlamini receiving shoes
from the PS.

FOLLOWING:
PRESENT: Late ex-PM GRATEFUL: Hlabazonke f?’e_;’ foom
Sibusiso Dlamini's wife Primary School Principal f";'" Caisia PRO-LEARNING
Gugulethu was also among  Peter Simelane speakingon ' own;q = o=
the principals present. behalf of the schools. proceedings.
Deceased - 2018 SGCSERESULTS
The Directors, Management and Staff of KaShali Pro-Learning High School, take this oppor i pd :
eX"PM ,S C?qqy?agforﬂ:‘ecxaglknt re_ul:g':{hcﬁuzi m:ﬁmmmﬁ‘:hﬁmmlpbm posit ;Wmthtsg'stf
% Kingdon of Eswatini, Our gratitude goes ta the Almighty, who hias constantly sustained this school all these years. We also
widow  exteudourgratitude1o he parents who have cooperated in making Pro-Learning asuccess. '
baCk at ... INSTITUTE OF RESEARCH MT & DVPT @E“““””f*hf“’?““"ff“ﬁ-‘?f?’?""' ‘-.‘;gﬂ“;!! 2s st t :
W Ork We believe in excellence and perfection e d
Approved by the Eswatini Higher Education Council (ESHEC)

prime Ministr 5. JENROLLMENT IN PROGRESS

busiso Dlamini’s wife

; |CM PROFESSIONAL COURSES % . Sandziso Nkambule |
Gugulethu is back Accounting & Finance d = =T
at work. * Human Resources Development Tty !
She was among the ‘Information Technology
school principals who cus&onﬁ{ER SERVICE COURSES Fir i s .
were at the Select Certificate in contact centre management
S " Certified contact centre Practitioner ' i fati
Limited shoe cam- Catiniet LUslomaliarvice tPractifitnar S MLsahle Dihniai i
paign launch as her ' BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & LEADERSHIP ikt Lot SicwatiB T —— .
BUSINESS M2 =NT & LE, SHIP cou X e A" Biolany- A =
school, Ngwenya  Diploma in Management & Leadership RSES S
Primary, isoncofthe ~ § Executive Diploma in Business Leadership _ ; 4
20 that would bene- e o - . el ———
fit from the donation. - COUNSELLING COURSES Brpedey ey e e
in Trauma Counsellin g a = :
Attendance Diploma in T, (o ] Biology: ’f,"ﬁ.ﬂi,m = MStiieoe i A Mathematics A English Langwage: D
Diploma in Family & . = - E Biology: B Phrysical Science: A Mathowatics: A
Sh s spotted g in amily & Marriage Counselling Geography Physicat 5 a .
LEYE 12 Diploma in Psycho-Social Counselling - C e A
mingling with the Sk R —
other princi als who " mm COURSES First Langnage Sisswati: A Fi 5 m _ il Midones
e dance Advanced Diploma in Security Management D LoiguagecC. Bt B B First Language s First Lumguage SérwatiB  Duglivh Lawguage B
were in attenda Certi [t A ; y English Language: C EvglishLanguage B MalbsmationC
ifi Mathematics:C
ioined them \cate in Security Supervision i Mathematics:B Mathematics: b Mathematics:C Pasiness Studics: B
and also joine Certificate in Access Control Technologies mmnwm’ Seience B Tiaid Accounting: B Bislogye
; i X Physicul Seience: B 3
in the phOtO shoot Geagrapiy: & Geography: C _ms,.:.u wmmc B
: e
- with the pupils as they Religions Education: Religions Education: B
: Sambeliso Diemini - Njlbido Bhisbe
received the dona- | Nhlonipho Nillors GduitiicSlat | Nekibo Nrissan
tion. Mathematics: B Matheraatics: B Engtiat Langmige: 8 Mathematics: € English Lampuage: B
. Phrysica! Seicuce: B Physical Seience: B Biology: B Physical Science: B Mathesatics:
She also had a brief TR Seience: A Gowrapky 8
; i 5GCs ASSES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ATMBABANE PRO-LEARNING UPGRADING
chat WIlgg Elle'u%élezl CENTRE, PRINTPAK BUILDING, NEXT TO HIFl CORPORATION, INDUSTRIAL SITE
speaker hangezi- . -
we Mabuza during

the function.
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ALLEGED CON ARTIST

TEACHER UNFAZED

BY SIFISO DLANMINI
Mbabane

“I hardly hide and I will never hide,
the police will come and find me at
the school where you reported me to
the head teacher.”

This 1s the bold statement of Welile
Dlamini, the teacher who is accused of
conning up to 191 people through a
dubious pyramid scheme.

The 191 were allegedly conned E57
000. She is employed in one of the
schools around Ezulwini.

The scheme began in early December
2018 where Dlamini allegedly promised
the members that they would quadru-
ple their investment of E300 over a short
period of time by simply recruiting more
people to join.

The members were led to believe that
they would receive a payout of ES 400
for the mere E300.

The accused is alleged to have creat-
ed a WhatsApp group in which she coor-
dinated the flow of cash. She is alleged
to have offered them an opportunity to
joina pyramid scheme operated through
mobile money.

The pyramid scheme is called the
Strategised UCN Eswatini. Itis alleged
that in order to become a member, one
pays E300 joining fee to amobile money
account.

The accused teacher has resorted to
eluding the victims. She is alleged to
have removed one of the victims from
the WhatsApp group and told him to
go ahead and report her to the police.
A source who is one of the victims said
he has already reported the matter to
the police.

He also vowed to pursue the matter
and will not let her get away with what
she did to them. In a story published
last week by this publication, allega-
tions are that more people are coming
forward.

A source said people from all over
the country have alleged that they also
fell victims of the accused’s dirty tricks.

She is alleged to have done the same

‘PAKANI” COM

BY STARSKY MKHONTA
Nhlangano

WITH parking space fast becoming
scarce withiNlilangano, the town
council is now seriously considering
introducing thé'phrking vending
system, popula¥ly known as ‘Pakani’.
Currently, this system operates within
the two main:town of the country,
Mbabane and Manzini. - Al

Finding parking space withiri the sfreets

of Nhlangano town is now anightmare
as they are always congested. Some
motorists park and leave their vehicles
along walkways for the whole day due
to lack of parking space. Commuters
now find it difficult to use walkways as
they compete for these with motorists
who are desperate for parking space.
In order to deal with this problem,
Mayor Deon Anderson said it had now

...Teacher accused of conning
bring it on

up to 191 people boldly says

Officer Superintendent Phindile Vilakati.

to other people.

However, the source said many are
reluctant to come forward due to vari-
ous reasons. Only two have reported
the matter to the police.

Victim

One victim is said to have reported
the matter in one of the police stations
in Mbabane while the other opened a
case at Lobamba Police Station on
Tuesday.

In a heated argument between the
accused and one of the victims, the vic-
tim who was removed from the Whats
App group said; “Removing me from
the group will not change anything; it
only shows your guilty conscious. The
fact is we are coming for you, you can
remove us but you cannot hide, just
know that.”

In her response, she arrogantly told
the victim to go ahead with pursuing
the matter as she will not hide. The
textreads: ‘I hardly hide and I will never
hide, the police will come and find me

become necessary to introduce the
‘Pakani’ system in Nhlangano.

He said the issue of ‘Pakani’ would
be discussed at length at council and
also included in by-laws.

“The way the town is congested with
vehicles is like everyone now owns a
vehicle.

It’s good to see this as it shows that
we have developed as a country but this
has also come with challenges to us who
are managing and administrating the
town. We now want a levied parking

at the school where you reported me to
the head teacher.” Another victim who
also reported the matter to the police,
when contacted by this publication, said
her wish is to see the law taking its
course.

“Now when we speak to her, she arro-
gantly refers us to the police, when we
call her demanding our refunds she tells
us to go to the police. It is impossible
to speak to that woman as she is so arro-
gant,” said the victim.

She further stated that she is com-
pletely the opposite of who she was
when she recruited them. Now all they
get when contacting her for their refunds
are threats.

Contacted, Chief Police Information
and Communications Officer
Superintendent Phindile Vilakati said
the matter had not been formally report-
ed to the police. She further encour-
aged the complainants to open a case
with the police so investigations can be
conducted.

G TO NHLANGANO

space and this will be in our agenda in
one of our meetings,” said Anderson.

The mayor said as a town council,
they will not impose ‘Pakani’ but would
first consult and then decide how best
to communicate this to all stakeholders.

“This is not something we will implement
overnight but we will follow all the
processes, including seeking Parliament’s
guidance.

The people are expected to contribute
recommendations on how best we can
go about this. The business community
will also make its own recommendations,
Some of these businesses will have
loading zones reserved once we have
“Pakani’ in this town,” said Anderson.
Anderson said the way the town was
growing is an indication that achieving
Vision 2022 is possible. “By the look
of things, as a town the vibe of Vision
2022 is already uponus,” said Anderson.

Angry dad sprints after man
accusedof raping daughter

BY SIZWE DILAMINI
Pigy’s Peak

AN angry father (41) from Piges
Peak literally chased down and

apprehended a man (23) who

* he claimed had raped his daugh-

ter (19) in a Honda Fit last
Saturday evening.

The chase unfolded in the pres-
ence of shocked on-lookers out-
side U-Save Shoprite in Pigg’s
peak on Sunday afternoon.

Due to the fact that the incident
is still under police investigation,
the identities of all those involved
shall be deliberately withheld, for
Now.

Speaking to this publication on
condition of anonymity on
Wednesday, some police officers
said the angry father had caught

his daughter exiting the Honda
Fit that is owned by the alleged
rape suspect. “The whole drama
began last week Friday when the
father, who lives behind the Pigg’s
Peak Government Hospital, came
home late from work only to find
a Honda Fit parked outside his
residential gate. The father walked
past the car only to see his unsus-
pecting daughter exiting the pas-
senger’s side door of the car while
fixing her T-shirt. The daughter,
who was surprised to meet her

father, screamed when her eyes
met her father’s angry gaze.” said
the police.

According to the police sources,
the agitated father then tried to
open the passenger s side door of
the Honda Fit but the driver pressed

drove off towards the Pigg’s Peak
Police Station. =
“After that incident, the daugh-
ter confessed to have had sex with
the Honda Fit driver. On Sunday
afternoon, the alleged rape sus-
pect was walking past Shoprite
only to hearthe angry screams of
a man behind him. Out of fear,
he ran into the bushes behind
attempt was futile as the angry
father chased and caught him.
Afier concluding the chase, the
father dragged the suspect to the
Pigg’s Peak Police Station in fiull
view of shocked onlookers.
However, the whole mcident may
have been unnecessary as the
alleged rape victim is 19 years
old, meaning she is legally an
adult who is capable of consent-
ing to any adult activity,” added
the police source. Chief Police
Information and Communications
Officer Superintendent Phindile
Vilakati confirmed the incident
but said the police were investi-
gating it.

Disgruntled man burns tyres
on public road, arrested

BY WONDERBOY DIAMINI
Siteld

\_’VHILE stock theft persists, a
livestock farmer vented his anger
by burning tyres on the road after
his herd of goats were stolen, and
police seemingly did not take his
case seriously.

The farmer was eventually amrest-
ed for his conduct. Samuel Tsabedze
(2_8) of Malindza appeared before
Siteki Senior Magistrate Donald
Mavuso after he was charged with
contrayening Section 83 as read
with Section 122 of the Road Traffic
Act.

He is said to have wrongfully and
unlawfully placed or abandoned
stones on a public road, posing dan-
Eer to users of the road. Particulars
of the offences also included that
the accused person further burmt
tyres on the same road, blocking
traffic in the process.
to\g‘hen the charge sheet was read

i, the accused pleaded guilty.
His plea was accepted by the Crown
wnhou_t leading evidence to prove
commission of the offence. When
asked by the court what led him to
commit the said offence, the accused

stated that he acg '
. ed out of’s
frustration, it of anger and

Hetold the ¢
mitting the o
of goats,

He said he 1ater gathered infor-

ourt that before com-
ffence, he Jost a herd

mation to the effect that his goats
were stolen by a fellow resident
who was notorious for stealing goats
in the area.

The accused said he relayed this
information to the police, but they
seemingly turned a deaf ear.

He said burning tyres on the road
was meant at drawing the attention
of the police. Moreover, the road
on which he burnt the tyres leads
to the homestead of the person he
suspected to have stolen his goats.

The accused person asked the
court to be lenient when passing
sentence.

He was accordingly found guilty
by the court and was sentenced ©
four months in a correctional facil-
ity with an optien to pay E1 000
fine.

The sentence was wholly sus-
pended for a period of a year on
condition that the accused person
does not commit a similar offence.

. e
He is said to have
wrongfully and unlawful-
Iy placed or abandoned

stones on @ public road,
posing danger to users of

the road
3
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KFCDOLES OUT E100 000
TO MANZINI SCHOOLS

STORIES BY NONDUDUZ0 KUNENE
Manzini

KFC Swaziland has splashed
over E100 000 to local schools in
the Manzini region.

For over 13 years, the famous
fried chicken brand has partnered
with local schools and care points
by sponsoring food and other learn-
ing aids. :

One of the schools that has been
benefiting from the KFC programme
of giving back to the community is
Sydney Williams Primary School.

KFC Manager Patricia Ferreira
said this year, they saw it fit as a
company not only to bring food to
the school but also add stationery.
On Tuesday, KFC donated sta-
tionary, food and snacks to Sydney
Williams Primary School in Manzini,
The donation follows after many
donations that have been extend-
ed by KFC to the school.

According to Thamsanga ‘Thamie’
Dlamini, Sydney Williams Principal,
KFC has been sponsoring the school
for 13 years. Dlamini said it was
worth mentioning that KFC is their
main sponsor of food at the school
and expressed his gratitude.

“Over the years, KFC has donat-
ed food like rice, cooking oil, mealie
meal and beans to the school,” he
said.

Functioning

Dlamini said the food donation
would go a long way in the school
kitchen since the school has 940
pupils. He said some of the pupils
come to school on empty stomachs
without packed lunch boxes and
money.

“The functioning of the school
feeding schemes brings smiles and
lives to those children and it all
thanks to KFC,” he said. He added
that since their partnership with

g B i
- .

KFC, there had never been a sin-
gle day whereby the school kitchen
was without food. ““We start by serv-
ing soft porridge in the morning
before classes and, during lunch
break, we serve lunch and it’s all
thanks to partners like KFC,” he
said.
Revealed

Other people present at the pre-
sentation were Manzini South MP
Thandi Nxumalo, Lomalungelo
Simelane, Sydney Williams Primary
School chairperson, KFC staff
members and teachers.

The principal revealed that as a
school, they also show apprecia-
tion to KFC by hosting a feast day
every year in the school. Dlamini
said during the feast day, every
child at the school is expected to
buy a box of streetwise two.

He said this is a way of giving
back to them for the continuous
support the company has shown
them over the years,

FINGER LIKING: Pupils were pesented with KFC gifts. (Pics: Nonduduzo Kunene)
...MP applauds KFC’s initiative

MANZINI South Member of

Parliament Thandi Nxumalo
has applauded KFC for tak-
ing the initiative to ensure that
children are well fed.
‘Nxumalo, speaking at Sydney
~ Williams Primary School, said
the future of the country really
looks brighter when gig brands
like KFC are taking it upon them-
selves to ensure that children are
well fed. She said over the years,
children from poor backgrounds
performed poorly at schools not
because they were academical-
ly weak but because they were
“hungry.
Existence
“The existence of companies
like KFC ensures that the learn-
ing ability of our children is not
compromised,” she said.

Robbery suspect pupil granted ESO 000 bail

BY SANDILE NKAMBULE
High Court

THE school-going juvenile who
was arrested for robbery, house-
breaking, theft and assaulting the
victim during the robbery suc-
cessfully moved his bail applica-
tion and has been admitted to ES0
000 bail.

The pupil whose name has been
deliberately withheld was arrested
by the Malkerns Police on February
7 and he, yesterday appeared before
High Court Judge Muglc%i Dlamini
who ted him the batl.

Hov%!:\lr::r, Judge Dlamint Ol‘dc];':g
that he pays E2 000 in cash and
000 in a form of a surety-

Crucial ;

Represented by lawyer Sa.nfl:lret
Jele, the pupil informed the c°
that he missed crucial classes, €V€T
since his incarceration as durmg
time of the year their teachers strate-

gise their approach for the end of

year exams.

He informed the court that his
incarceration was prejudicial to his
studies and infringed not only upon
his right to liberation but also to
education as per the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Eswatini.

When Judge Dlamini enquired
from him about his future profes-
sional aspiration upon finishing
school, he told the court that he
wanted to be a lawyer as he had
now fallen in love with the profes-
sion, sending the court into stitch-
es of laughter.

Hearing

When he appeared in court yes-
terday, he was escorted by His
Majesty’s Correctional Services
(HMCS) officers attached to the
Malkemns Juvenile Centre who escort-
ed him back after the hearing while
his relatives and Mabila deposited
the bail amount at the Treasury
Department.

In his founding affidavit, he gyp-
mitted that on January 7, 2019, e

was arrested by the Malkems Police
and charged with the offence of rob-
bery and house breaking with intent
to steal.

He stated that he appeared before
the Manzini Magistrate’s Court for
his remand and was advised to
approach the High Court for bail
application.

Implicated

He submitted that he is a sickly
person suffering from stomach ulcers
and therefore constantly requires
medical attention, adding that he
was advised the Correctional Services
facilities were not adequately equipped
to cater for such illnesses.

He also submitted that he was
implicated in the offences because
he was amongst the mob consist-
ing of the co-accused during the
assault of the victim as he only fol-
lowed around in the chase and fur-
ther watched whilst the victim was
assaulted.

“Thappened to get out of my room
that Saturday night after hearing

GIVE BACK: KFC
Swaziland Manager
Patricia Ferreira,
Sydney Williams
Principal Thamie
Dlamini and KFC area
coach Zanele Ferreira.

The MP further urged other
companies to help the govern-
ment in this critical economy to
fight hunger.

the commotion as I heard people
saying my elder brother had been
stabbed by the victim Elijah Dlamini,
however, I did not take part in the
process of assaulting the complainant
but instead I was supportive and it
is evidentiary from the fact that I
was the only person who assisted
the complainant by taking him to
the traffic police who were man-
ning a roadblock nearby and request-
ed they take him to the hospital,”
he submitted.
Arguing

He averred that he never even
noticed that some members of the
mob were unlawfully helping them-
selves with assets belonging to the
(_:omplainant arguing that his only
interest was to see the complainant
taken to the police for stabbing his
brother.

He further argued in his submis-
sions that he had no control of the
actions of the mob since all of them
were individuals much older than
him hence during the assault and
commission of the offences he tried
in \{;am to drum some sense to the
mob.

HELP: Mayibongwe Shoyisa.

“PLEASE
HELP ME’

MAYIBONGWE Shoyisa, a 22-year
old first-year student at the Southern
African Nazarene University (SANU)
in Manzini has pleaded for help as he
struggles to keep up with tuition fees.

Shoyisa is from Eftnmzini area in Nhlangano.
He is the eldest of four children who are
now orphans as they lost both of their par-
ents in 2014. He said he lost his father in
August and his mother passed away in
November the same year.

Shoyisa completed his high school edu-
cation at Ngwane High School. He said
when his mother was sick, his academic
performance was greatly affected and he
was forced to drop out of school.

In 2015, his neighbour offered to cater
for his educational fees; however, he even-
tually passed away as well.

He said fortunately enough in 2017, he
managed to complete his high school and
attained good grades. He forwarded his
application and was accepted at SANU
where he is pursuing a teaching diploma.

Shoyisa, who is a breadwinner, is plead-
ing to anyone who is willing to help spon-
sor his education so he can be able to sup-
port his family. He is the eldest and so,
automatically, his siblings are looking up
to him to provide for them.

The student said he has been knocking
on various doors looking for help with no
luck. He added that he was unable to trav-
el to Mbabane to fill up government schol-
arship forms due tounavailability of funds
as he was at home in Nhlangano.

Subsequently, he said he forwarded appli-
cations for a scholarship at the Tibiyo
offices as well as the US Emhassy but he
was not successful,  Luoites ¢

He said he was weorrie he would
not be able to sit for the examsithis semes-
ter. In the first semester he pleaded with
the administration at SANU tojallow him
to sit for the exams. He explained his sit-
uation to them and they allowed him to
sit for the exams.

“I am worried that I will not be able to
complete my first year because I will not
be allowed to write my exams without
paying my tuition,” he added.

Shoyisa said anyone who is willing to
help can contact him on hismobile phone:
contact details are 7821 4156.




T

@ advertorial

Swazi Observer Friday February 15, 2019

sl

S e sy e —

POSTAL & TELECOMS
on Observer

EPTC OPENS CONTACT CENTRE AT

SONGCONDVONGCONDVO HOUSE

"IN 2015 the Ministry of ICT

mandated Eswatini Posts &
Telecommunications Corporation
(EPTC) to establish a Contact
Centre or Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) as part of the
government’s vision for the Royal
Science and Technology Park and
Biotechnology Park.

On the 10th of August 2018, His
Majesty King Mswati III officially
opened these Information Technology
Centres officially naming the Royal
Science Technology Park building
situated at Phocweni, the
Songcondvongcondvo Wemaswati
House.

TheSongcondvongcondvo
‘Wemaswati House is where you will
find the location of the National
Contact Centre (NCC). The National
Contact Centre Business Process
Outsourcing Services Limited, is a
registered subsidiary company whol-
ly owned by the Eswatini Post and
Telecommunication Corporation
(EPTC) and was duly incorporated
in terms of the Eswatini Companies
Act No.8 of 2009 under certificate
of registration 743 of 2017.

The BPO sector has demonstrated
the capability to absorb low-skill
employment/school leavers/graduates,
generate export revenue, trigger ICT
development, improve efficiency of
other sectors, precipitate the devel-
opment of professionals and spe-
cialised labour and in the broadest
sense be a major contributor to the
dynamic growth of the economy of
the country as a whole.

‘When launching this business unit
at Mavuso Trade Centre, the former
prime minister, Dr Bamabas S. Dlarmini
highlighted that “this is'an excellent
innovation and we are delighted to

see it taking up residence in the nation- .

al—and we hope international —inno-
vation hub, the Royal Science and

Technology Park. Given our access
to the technology, and English being

one of our two official languages,
this is a service that we can offer at
a high level of proficiency to the rest
of the world as well as to the mem-
bers of our own society”.
Vision: To lead in business process
outsourcing solutions globally
Values A
@ Integrity ( confidentiality, honesty,
transparency ) i
@ Innovation (agility)
@ Excellence (qua!ity)
@ Customer experience

In establishing the NCC, EPTC
partnered and benchmarked with
world renowned CSL a wholly owned

TARGET MARKET

supporting the business community. Key

subsidiary of Mauritius Telecom
Company. Mauritius is a regional
leader in ICT and it is expected that
the BOP sector will become the lead-
ing pillar of the Mauritian economy
by 2020. CSL has 18 years’ experi-
ence in the BPO sector and was a
huge asset in providing the required
technical and professional expertise
to EPTC.

Having emanated from the best in
the region, the NCC is nothing short
of'a superior service excellence per-
sonified facility that is sure to take
the country to the first world status
as the kingdom of Eswatini’s first
National Contact Centre.

Growing in line with ICT technol-
ogy development is fundamental for
success in the BPO sector.

The NCC uses the latest Innovative
technologies and a highly skilled team
to steer businesses forward through
offering outsourcing solutions whilst
businesses focus on their core busi-
ness. This offering goes a long way
in positively impacting revenues and
improving operational efficiencies
within the business communities
locally, regionally and globally.

Facilities and Fleor Plan

Fully equipped with a 204 sitter
floor, with the capability to operate
three shifts at 24 hours a day, seven
days per week, at full capacity the
centre can employ 612 agents mak-
g 1t most suitable to serve the needs
of any sized business entity locally,
regionally or internationally. It is also
equipped with the following state of
the art facilities to cater for unique
needs and requests of our clients:

@ Access control mechanisms

@ Training room

® Adequate power back-up genera-
tors

@ Security surveillance

Systems Capabilities

@ Can draw real time and historical
reports

@ Implementation of the following
campaigns:

@ Outbound

@ Inbound

@ Email

® Social Media

@ Voice recording and retention

® Customised scripting .

@ Systems capacity to handle hun-
dreds of call simultaneously, scal-
able to 960 calls at a time

@ Redundancy on the call routing

@ Ability to integrate with other sys-
tems and make a single view by inte-
gration as Database level

@ Live monitoring dashboards

Products and Services

The NCC service offerings avail-
able to our clients are categorised
into; front office, back office, web
based services and training,

Front Office Outsourcing: These
are services which deal with cus-
tomer interactions. The main objec-
tives of these tasks are to manage and
support business stakeholders like
customers, suppliers and potential
clients. These services are carried out
using channels such as emails, fax,
and telephone conversation.

Front Office Outsourcing support
service that the centre provides are
as follows:

® Telemarketing

@ Customer service/support

@ Technical support/help desk
@ Appointment scheduling

@ Inbound/outbound sales

@ Market research

Back Office Outsourcing: These
are internal business functions that
are necessary to the operations of the
company but are not part of the core
functions of the business. The cen-
tre offers organisations the opportu-
nity to outsource tasks like billing,
purchase, data entry, data manage-
ment, surveys, payment processing,
quality assurance and accounting sup-
port to help keep the business run-
ning smoothly.

Web-based Outsourcing: These
are management services that include
social media, Tive chats and other
web based service solutions and cam-
paigns,

Training: Thesge ; -Si
and offsite u'ammguslgg;i:gso =

Business Process
Outsourcmg Ternﬁnology
C’I'Bﬁf&k:mnohied- of National

Contact Centre is to provide world

class business Outsourcing solutions

€ this is a new con-
t1s best to define

OWn country.
Near shore Outsourci
ar Urcing:
tr:"h!s 1s when the Compaﬁy is con-
cting to g cornpany ()peraﬁng ina

———

neighbouring country. Onshore out- |
sourcing is when the services have
been contracted to a company with-
in the same country.

WHY SHOULD YOU CONSID- |
ER OUTSOURCING SOME ELE-
MENTS OF YOUR BUSINESS
TO THE NATIONAL CONTACT |
CENTRE?

m Fully trained & highly versatile
team of agents

m Adaptation to client requirements.
m Backed by the latest technology
and tools in computer telephony inte-
gration

m Competent technical team for non-
stop availability of services

m Rapid deployment of Campaigns
@ Round the Clock availability

@ Full Time support to Customers

Book a guided tour of the National
Contact Centre, a cenire thatoffers |
excellent customer service, the lat- |

" est innovative technologies and a |

highly skilled workforce to steer |
businesses forward through offer-
ing outsourcing selutions by con-
tacting:

Mr Sabelo Dube

Tel: 2518 0000

Mobile: 7606 0041

Email: sabelod@sptc.co.sz

Booka gumimur of the National
Contact Centre, acentre that offers
excellent customer service, the lat-
est Innovative technologies and a |
highly skilled workforce to steer |
businesses forward through offer-
ing outsourcing solutions by call-
ing 2518 0000 g

=
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BY NOKWANDA SIBANDZE AND
AYANDA DLAVINE

L e i
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OCEAN BASKET (THE HOME OF
SER FOOD)

cean Basket Mbabane is

famous forits sea food spe-

cialty. For Valentine's Day
the restaurant did not only change
its look but also made sure to have
a plentora of choice from special
dishes to tempt customers.

The store manager Philela
Mathunjwa said they had a busy
day as couples and families came
in their numbers to celebrate
Valentine's Day.

He also mentioned that their plat-
ters for two dishes were a hit on
the day.

This is because they are not only

es allow people more options to
choose to from," said Mathunjwa.
The restaurant was also deco-
rated in red.
They removed their blue table
cloths and replaced them with red
ones.

affordable but the variety of dish-

e

VALENTINE'S D

They also had red balloons all
over the restaurant.

Mathunjwa said Valentine's Day
tends to be one of their busiest
days because they get a lot of cus-
tomers throughout the day.

“We get a'lot of customers-dur-
ingthis time of the year, we even
close later than usual because we
donot want to disappoint our cus-
tomers,” he said.

HAvailable dishes

1. Sushi Platter

- Salmon Roses

- Rainbow Rolls and Salmon

- Frutomaki Prawn Tempura
-California Rolls and Fried Crisps
Served with wasabi and soy source

2. Platter for two

- Muscles

- Prawns

- Fish

-Chips

- Chalamari Heads and Tubes

MOUTH-WATERING: Sushi platter and platter for two on dis-
play at Ocean Basket in Mbabane yesterday on Valentine’s Day.

(Pics: Ayanda Dlamini)

"

i

ife revolves around making peo-
ple happy through the food that
you cook. The connection between
food and love is so strong. But you cer-
tainly don’t have to be a professional
chefor date a professional chef toreap
the same benefits of the connection.
Instead, on the one day a year de\_fot-
ed to love, try to slice outa bit of UrPe
to spend in restaurants, whqther you're
with a significant other, friend, fami-
- ly member or even if you’re by your-
self, to take the time t0 check cuisines
around the country. y
Make that dinner reservation, have
fhe generic roses and velvetheart shaped
box of chocolates and €njoy the yummy
" food. Situatedat the Mall in Mbabanc,
Pinky Lotus is the £0 out restaurant
when it comes Itlcln':-:icrumn'ly fo ';;aint-
Yesterday the modemm !
edthe Mziﬁ pink as their theme for the
Valenting’s Day. el
%E: :léstaumnt};mbraced Valennn?ﬂi
Day more on the visual front wi
yummy cookies and fresh pink {ZZ:’SS
on each tables for the food e:enttf)ucli?e for;

Recipes on the ment W

INDULGE: Pink lotus painted the Mall pink yesterday as food

enthusiasts indulged on special dishes such as the Lotus
burger. :

from their most favourite Serircha wrap

to whole brain muffins with pumpkin

seeds. Fresh and healthy food indeed.

They also have yummy recipes 4

on special every week.
Special recipes

» Chicken Sala Wrap

* Roasted Vege Wrap F ] '

* Roast Butternut, Lenti,” . = 4

Elléc_;;uenpea and fetasalad  HEALTHY: Whole bran muffins with pump-

1trus Avocado Salad kin seeds from the restaurant are to die for.

e SR S ————a—

_—
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Q l Features
ON THIS DAY

...February 15

1758 - Mustard was advertised for the first
time in'/America.

1764 - The city of St. Louis was established.

1799 - Printed ballots were authorised for use
in elections in'the state of Pennsylvania.

1842 - Adhesive postage stamps were used for
the first time by the City Dispatch Post (Office)
in New York City.

1879 - US President Hayes signed a bill that
allowed female attorneys to argue cases before
the US Supreme Court.

1898 - The USS Maine sank when it exploded
in Havana Harbour for unknown reasons. More
than 260 crew members were killed.

1900 - The British threaten to use-na't'ives in
their war with the Boers.

1903 - Morris and Rose Michtom, Russian
immigrants, introduced thefirst teddybear in
America.
ol avert oy oo\
1932 - George Burns and Gracié Aflensiebuted
as regulars on fThe GuykombardaShowion
CBSradio. v s X

1933 - US President-elect Franklin Roosevelt
escaped an assination attemptin Miami. Chicago
Mayor Antond. Cermak was killed in the attack.

1942 - During World War Il, Singapore surrendered
to the fapanese.

1943 - ‘My True Story’ was heard for the first -
time on ABC radio. |

1946 - Edith Houghton, atage 33, was signed
as a baseball scout by the Philadelphia Phillies
becoming the first female scout in the major
leagues.

1953 - The first American to win the wamen’s
world figure skating championship was 17-
- year-old Tenley Albright. ‘

1961 - A Boeing 707 crashed in Belgium killing -
73 people. .

1962 - CBS-TV bought the exclusive rights to
college football games from the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) for a
figure of $10:200 000: '

1965 - Canada displayed its new red and white
‘maple leaf flag. The flag was ta replace the old
Red Ensign standard.

1982 - Duriﬁg’ a storm, the Ocean Ranger, a |
drilling rig, sank off the coast of Newfoundland.
‘84 men were killed.

1985 -The Centre for Disease Control reported
that more than half of all nine-year-oldsin the
US showed no sign of tooth decay.

1989 - After nine years of intervention, the
Soviet Union announced that the remainder
of its troops had left Afghanistan.

HAPPY BIRTHDA

D

Birdman (Réppe—d
February 15, 1969 (50
yearsold)

info@observer.org.sz

Features

What's in Your Mind

ENERGY giant Eskom, fountain of the life-

giving breast milk for stunted baby Eswatini

Electricity Company, announced stage 2 load
shedding from 8am to 11pm yesterday, Valentine’s
Day.

Eskom could as well be heralding the return of
blockbuster NBC ‘Revolution’ series, which
begins with the switching off of power supply to
mark the start of apocalypse era. But Eskom
announced some reprieve due to “‘some improve-
ment in generation performance and the notable
strides made in replenishing water and diesel
reserves’.

On a similar note EEC might as well be hav-
ing a template ready each time the parent screams
‘load shedding’: “There won’t be load shedding
for now, we’re monitoring the situation closely.’

No doubt the power system remains vulnera-
ble in South Africa and authorities say “while
there has been some improvement, should Eskom
experience significant unplanned generator trips,
this could impact the magnitude and risk of load-
shedding.” '

Eskom is technically insolvent and at the cur-
rent trajectory, it will not survive beyond April.

Burden

Acting DG of the department of public enter-
prises Thuto Shomang told South African Parliament
on Wednesday morning that Eskom’s E420bn
debt burden represents 15 per cent of the sover-
eign’s debt and that if the power utility defaults
on its debt, it will threaten the economy.

The escalation of municipality and Soweto debt
ataround E28bn is another problem facing Eskom,
including the increase in the number of Eskom
employees from 32 000 in 2007 to 48 000 in
2018, with associated costs growing from E9.5bn
to E29.5bn, reports Times Live. The costs for the
plants have escalated significantly to more than
E300bn - Medupi from E24.9bn to E145bn and
Kusile from E80.7bn to E161.4bn.

Last July, Eswatini and Eskom met over the
possible expansion of the 25-year power supply
deal between the two countries whereby South
Aftica supplies the kingdom with about 80 per
cent of electricity was in its 18th year and com-
ing to an end in 2025.

Officials said Eswatini’s average demand for
electricity was between 191 and 223 megawaltts.
In order to meet this demand, the country planned
to increase its internal generation capacity by
developing some renewable projects (Solar PV).

It was said Eskom had offered some assistance
during the commissioning of such projects 5o 1o
ensure that the quality of supply was not com-
promised. The country is reported to be gener-
ating only 10 per cent of the electricity it requires
and imports the other 10 per cent from Mozambique.

Archives are filled with impressive research
work on alternative sources of energy as opposed
to importing on relying on nei ghburs.

Anne Wheldon, 1990, for instance, says Eswatini
has many energy resources including biomass,
coal, hydro and solar. These resources, in par-
ticular biomass, supply a major proportion of

energy consumption, but all petroleum products
and most coal and electricity are imported from
or via South Aftica.

Eswatini could increase self-reliance, at a finan-
cial cost, by substituting local coal for imports,
and by generating more electric power from bio-
mass, coal or hydro sources.

Ethanol for 20 per cent petrol blending should
soon be produced from molasses. Deforestation
is evident in the country and suggests that fuel-
wood demand exceeds the sustainable supply
from accessible land: this is an issue in both
national and individual self-reliance.

Supply and demand could be matched by using
wood more efficiently; increasing the supply;
and substituting other energy sources. Stoves and
afforestation programmes can succeed only if
they meet the perceived needs of individual con-
sumers, and require proper market research and
marketing.

Fuel substitution shows limited promise, but
hydro and photovoltaic systems might assist ;ural
development.

Incentives

According to Eswatini Power A frica Fact Sheet,
the biggest issues are; Lack of clarity in roles for
procurement between the Swaziland Ener
Regulatory Authority (SERA) and EEC: Neo d
for incentives to improve electricity servi::e per-
formance and system to track performance stan-
dards; Historical reliance on power imports fro
South Africa; Limited abili = =

¢ ability to provide credit

enhaqcement_; and utility concerns about large
scile mtggt:]']atlon of intermittent renewable

round the same time, in 2 ‘ P

Southern African Developn?eln-/t t([;z:rl;me.?t

(SADC) announced to the world tha j; was g;]g])ey

riencing surplus elecmc:ty-genemtion capacity
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The country is reporteq
to be generating only 10
per cent of the electricity
It requires and imports
the other 10 per cent
from Mozambique

e

& Opinions wase -

Be my black Valentine

as a result of regional cooperation in energy plan-
ning , that was of about 2 616 Megawatts (MW)
back then.

Experts observed that that excess in electricity
supply was partly a result of an economic slow-
down in SADC.

Just day before yesterday, it was reported the
world over that Zambia had stopped importing
electricity.

“In the first quarter of 2018, and for the first
time in its history, Zambia stopped importing
electricity and now its surplus electricity pro-
duction is expected to power the SADC.”

Zambia has been importing power from neigh-
bouring countries such as Mozambigue and with
the new milestone, the country’s constant power
cuts are now a thing of the past.

“The turnaround is due to a robust hydro and
solar power generation industry in recent years
making the country self-sufficient in energy.

For the Southern African nation, electricity pro-
duction could soon be in surplus and cifizens
could enjoy the benefits of exporting power to
the neighbouring countries which are not ener-
gy sufficient.” But Eswatini is not neighbouring
Zambia to tap on the windfall.

Not that Eswatini Electricity Company is a cry-
baby, that it has been drooling since indepen-
dence, as a matter of fact over the years it has
generated myriad ideas and strategies of coming
out of the quagmire of dependence to either of

the neighbours.

It is true, as a matter of fact that the lifestyle of
the average resident has changed drasticaily since
rural electrification of the entire countryside.
courtesy of the Taiwan - Eswatini Cooperation
Agreement that is equally as old as half'a centu-
ry, the country’s age since independence.

Now this speaks volumes, it means without
electricity the average person in Eswatini cannot
be expected to revert to lubkaca, lighting of the
grass stock prior to settling down into bed or the
use of luvatsi to start a fire for cooking in the
same way the Bushmen or the Koi and San still
do.

Rather people would contemplate the use of
solar power as an immediate alternative or the
generator, the problen now lies with sustain-
ability of the generator and also affordability.

Our life is undoubtedly centred around cleq-
tricity, all round, any deviation from the norm is
doom, unless a miracle happens over night, the
time when there will be no electricity. Hope it
was no so much a blackout Valentine, or is it 2
matter of time?
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FRQM ayoung age, our parents instil a church
discipline in us.

'I, too, had to go through this church ‘ritual’. It
qldn’t matter whether I felt like church or not,
it was a non-negotiable rule at home.

I know most of you can relate, we've all gone
through it. From that out of tune songs meted
out by the Sunday school teacher we referred
to as auntie, to the main service’s gruelling two
hours sermon, yet all we wanted was to just play.

I guess our parents had gone through same
during their time and, well, we had to feel it too.
But did we really have the time to think what
all the fuss was all about? No. All we knew was,
Sundays were non-negotiable.

This custom culminated throughout my teen |

years straight into adulthood. It is then that I
somehow got to understand what attexiEﬁHg
church was all about and here I am today doing
the same thing to my own child; the church cul-
ture.

It was not until I gave it some thought what
could church or religion might be about, hence
the birth of this interesting column. We will try,
bit by bit, to untangle the mysteries behind the
coming about of the church, down to unpack-
ing the different denominations we have in our
beautiful country, Eswatini.

So, what is the church-age? Where does it
fit in biblical history?

An ‘age’ is a historical period of time or an
era. Some historians divide human history into
many epochs and name them according to their
defining characteristics: Middle Ages, Modern
Age, Postmodern Age, etc. Biblical history, foo,
can be divided into different eras.

When those divisions emphasise God’s inter-
action with His creation, we call them dispen-
sations. More broadly, biblical history can be
divided into two periods, roughly following the
division of Old and New Testaments: The Age
of the Law and the Church Age.

Therefore, the church age is the period of time
from Pentecost (Acts 2) to the rapture (foretold
in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). It is ca:l!ed t.he
Church Age because it covers the period in which
the church is on earth. It corresponds with the
dispensation of Grace. Jesus predicted the Church
Age in Matthew 16:18 when He said, T will
build my church.” He has kept His promise, and
His church has now been growing for almost
2000 years. =

The}(r:hurch is composed of th'ose indiwdual.s
who have by faith accepted Christ Jesus as their
Lord and Saviour. Therefore, the Church is peo-
ple rather than denominations ot buildings. Itis
the Body of Christ of which He 15 the head. The
church is universal in scope but meets locally
in smaller bodies.

The Church Age will end when God’s people

are raptured out of the world and taken to be

with the Lord.

Until then, the church car-

d.
her heayenly rewar to “stand firm. Let

ries on in hope, exhorted «
nothing move you. Always gIve yourselves fgll;;
to the work of the Lord, because You know tha
* s * n”-
your Jabour in the Lord 15 not in val
When did the church begin/start?

The church began on the Day of P{_enteco;t, 5{;
days after the Passover when Jesus died and ros
church’ comes from

again. The word translated * Q t
two Greek words that together mea called ou
from the world for God.”

A four Religious Gorner,

The word is used throughout the Bible to refer
to all those who have been born again through
faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus. The
word church, when used to reference all believ-
ers everywhere, is synonymous with the term
‘Body of Christ.”

The word church first appears in Matthew 16
when Jesus tells Peter, “On this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not over-
comeit.” (verse 18). The ‘rock’ here is the state-
ment Peter had made, ““You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God” (verse 16). That truth
about Jesus is the bedrock of the church that has
flourished for over 2 000 years. Everyone who
makes that truth the foundation of his or her own
life becomes a member of Jesus’ church.

Jesus’ words, “I will build my church,” were
a foretelling of what was about to happen when
He sent the Holy Spirit to indwell believers
(John 15:26-27; 16:13). Jesus still had to under-
go the cross and experience the resurrection.
Although the disciples understood in part, the
fulfilment of all Jesus had come to do had not
yet been accomplished.

{\ﬂer His resurrection, Jesus would not allow
His followers to begin the work He had given
them, to make disciples of all nations, until the
Holy Spirit had come (Acts 1:4-5).

The Book of Acts details the beginning of the
church and its miraculous spread through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Ten days after Jesus
ascended back into heaven, the Holy Spirit was
poured out upon 120 of Jesus® followers who
waited and prayed.

The same disciples who had quaked in fear of
being identified with Jesus, were suddenly
empowered to boldly proclaim the gospel of the
risen Messiah, validating their message with

miraculous signs and wonders.

Thousands of Jews from all parts of the world
were in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost.
They heard the gospel in their own languages
and many believed.

Those who were saved were baptised, adding
daily to the church. When persecution broke
out, the believers scattered, taking the gospel
message with them, and the church spread like
wildfire to all parts of the known earth.

The start of the church involved Jews in
Jerusalem, but the church soon spread to other
people groups.

The Samaritans were evangelised by Philip in
Acts 8. In Acts 10, God gave Peter a vision that
helped him understand that the message of sal-
vation was not limited to the Jews but open to
anyone who believed.

The salvation of the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts
8:26-39) and the Italian centurion Corneliug
(Acts 10) convinced the Jewish believers that
God'’s church was broader than they had imag-
ined. The miraculous calling of Paul on the road
to Damascus set the stage for an even greater
spread of the gospel to the Gentiles.

Jesus’ prophetic words to Peter before the cry-
cifixion have proved true. Though persecution
and ‘the gates of Hades” have fought against it
the c_l:iurch ;;ﬂg grm;!s stronger. Revelation 7:0

rovides a pse of the church as G i
g to be: S

“After this I looked, and there befor,
a great multitude that no one could coEnT,eﬁ-v;i?
every nation, tribe, people and language, stand-
ing before the throne and before the Lamb.»
The church that Jesus began wil] conti‘nu
until the day He comes for us and we are uni 3
ed with Him forever as His bride. <

‘Unpacking the diverse religious beliefs in the country

with Futhie Dliaminife

TODAY’S
WORD

VISION

Secripture: Habakkuk 2:1

What is the vision? -

@ It is God's provision for redemption.
@ It is a divine plan of God made man-
ifest for the redemption of His people.
@ [t is the ability of what you can see.
What you cannot see, you cannot have
it. .
@ It is knowing what to do at a given
time. Who is going to do it? Where is it
going to be done? What are the resources

. that must be used? 1t is simply planning

ahead.

When you have a vision, you have a
funidameiital picture in your mind. Every
timeyowhave apicture of What you want
to be, it is attached to the time of mani-
festation.

Many people missed the time for their
vision to manifest. Have discernment to
know what kind of season you are in.
There is a season for you.

Everything is programmed in the vision
of God. There is a time that God has
assigned to you.

When you miss the time of God, the
vision will not come to pass. There is
nothing more painful than missing your
time. When you miss your time, you
become a disaster. Establish your life
when it is your season.

If you procrastinate for the perfect
moment, you could be in waiting your
entire life. You can sit around and say
“When this happens” and “If this hap-
pens,” then I will pursue my dream but
the truth is, only YOU can make it hap-
pen.

If you have a dream, don’t wait for a
perfect moment fo start achieving it, you
need to make the moment happen.

This message is for anyone who is uncer-
tain if they can really do something, when
the timing or the situation seems imper-
fect. The truth is, you can! It doesn’t mat-
ter how young you are, there is nothing
you can’t do when you fry. !

There is a famous English phrase which
says, "If you can dream it, you can do
76k

Therefore, if you have dreamt it why
can't you doit? and if you can do it, why
wait? If you are waiting then why did
you dream it? Start with small steps and
build your way up-

The greatest failure is defined, not when
you try and fall but when an individual
simply refuses to take a step forward.
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If you have a dream
don’t wait for a per-
fect moment to start
achieving it, you

need to make the
moment happen

—
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NEW DAWN:
ESERA Manager
Consumer and
Stakeholder
Management
Sikhumbuzo
Nkambule and
CEO Vusumuzi
Mkhumane in
yesterday's press
briefing. (Pic:
Hiengiwe Ndlovu)
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Relief as electricity

CONTACTS tariffs projected
Hlengiwe Ndlovu
(79460385)

business@observer.org.sz

Qondile Ntiwane
(7607 6305/7946 0316)
Tel: 2404 9600/1
Fax: 2404 5503 2404 6463

VITALS

going down.

exorbitant electricity costs as uni

Eswatini’s sunshine to finally be profitably used as:

: tup from E1.48
e " | ESERA Opens tenders =i
First National Bank : ectricity and 57 un
Inflation Rate 5.2% Y. = i

Central Statistical Office
Mortgage Rate 10.25%

Swaziland Building Society
Bank Rate 7.0% STORIES BY HLENGIWE NDLOVU

Central Bank S e R R e R

for renewable electricity

“This was not competitive bidding, and this
resulted in the few investors we found eas'Lly slip-
ping away’ Mkhumane admitted, adding that

peitive tendering proc
curement of electricity

duction.

Produced from sunshine, solar energy is tout-
ed as the cleanest form of electricity and highly
reliable too, which means Eswatini will now be

This is because ESERA has finally conformed
with the dictates of Section 25 of the Electricity
Act of 2007 which calls for competitive tender-
ing processes for the procurement of renewable

Retrolitu) E12.80 per I!tre THE days of Eswatini’s heavy reliance on  now that the situation had been rectified, renew-

Replacement  E12.85 per litre South Africa for electricity could slowly be able energy producers would stand an equal

Diesel E12.80 per litre coming to an end as ESERA Chief Executive  chance to get tenders through competitive bid-

Paraffin E 9.15 per litre Officer Vusumuzi Mkhumane yesterday ding processes. - i e

Engen Garage announced that everyone interested in pro-  Mkhumane reiterated that the country’s renew- s willbecome o
ducing renewable electricity will now stand  able energy production would be staggered in 7y e e

. =2 tition will most likely impact the electric

an equal chance to do so. two phases: solar and biomass electricity pro- ; oo SHCHE 7he emphat I

energy in the country. using its good days of sunshine into profitable
ESERA is the Eswatini Energy Regulatory use. Biomass electricity, on the other hand, encom-
Authority, formerly SERA. passes a large variety of materials, including wood ; S
Mkhumane acknowledged in a press briefing  from various sources, agricultural residues which C (t
held in the company’s boardroom that the man-  are converted into electric power through sever- Energy Policy. " =
ner in which the country previously solicitedits ~ al methods. In the meantime, Africa has taken the
BUY electricity was unstructured and to a greatextent  Making his remarks, Mkhumane made an assur- renewable energy production route as the
unsustainable. “We previously procured through  ance ESERA would issue the first tender notice. African Development Bank for instance
14.0091 unsolicited bidding which was unstructured  In the meantime, Mkhumane pointed out that has committed about E350 million to
because this depended on individual investors the latest developments in the country’s energy improve access to sustainable energy across
18.0255 coming through and presenting their caseonwhat  production, transmission and distribution sector theconﬁnent, e |

they had to offer. were in line with good international practice,

UNESWA, I Can Foundation sign Memorandum

BY QONDILE NTIWANE e a—

S o g e, S eI

| @ Japanese Yen/SZL 7.8988

| 2| Swiss France/SZL 13.8024

of Understanding

= 4

=== Botswana Pula/SZL | 1.3169 -T, ’. : s r | j

Australian Dollar/SZL|  9.9745 THE University of Eswatini’s
Consultancy and Training Centre | .-l g
(CTC) has signed a Memorandum —
of Understanding with I Can
Leadership Institute.

The MoU formalises a three-year ~E
agreement and partnership for the
delivery of leadership, personal and
professional development courses

through CTC by I Can Leadership

%] canadian Dollar/SzL | 10.5817

Meticals/SZL 9.5211

15.7974

Presentatives with | Can Foundation founder Dr.

11,308.1600 David Molapo shortly after the Mo

U signing, (Courtesy pic)

Standard Bank

Institute effective from February 7,
2019.

The official signing ceremony took
place last week at UNESWA Kwaluseni
campus’ main Conference Room.
The CTC is aimed at fulfilling the
needs for consultancy, training and
development of government min-
istries, private and public sectors,
parastatal organisations, NGO’s, indi-
viduals and contribute to the devel-
opment of Eswatini,

I Can was represented by its President
Dr. David Molapo who in the sign-
Ing ceremony, assured the universi-
ty the'nt the institute would deliver high
quality and internationally accredit-

ed courses through CTC.

“Our mission is to build capacity
through empowerment, leadership
development, education, network-
ing coaching and mentoring. We are
excited by the opportunity to work
in the Kingdom of Eswatini and
believe that this partnership will ben-
efitits participants greatly,” he sajd.

Dr. Molapo also assured that | Can,
would work within all the legal con-
fines and expectations of the Mol
as they had already done so in other
countries.

Meanwhile on behalfof UNESWA
the Vice Chancellor Professor Justice
Thywala said such partnerships were

valued by the i
“UNESW

nstitution.

More details about the leadership,
personal and professional develop-
ment courses to be offered through
this partnership will be shared with
the public in due course or interest-
ed people canmake enquiries at CTC.

[ Can wiil be also hosting a first-
ever Fourth Indusirial Revolution
Leadership Seminarnext week at the
Royal Swazi Sun’s Convention Centre
in Zulwini.

Dr Molapo said this seminar was
just one of the ways I Can was prov-
ing that it is an organisation aimed
at empowering and providing infor-
mation to accelerate development
through netwerking and partnership.
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Mashayinkonjane
Investments

STORIES BY QONDILE NTIWANE
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MASHAYINKONJANE Investments
are the winners of the Entrepreneur
of the Year (EYA) Manzini Region
Awards.

The Retail Company whose Director
is Sifiso Nhlengethwa was crowned the
best in the region during an event held
at The George Hotel in Manzini yes-
terday.

Not only did they walk away with the
biggest prize on the day but the com-
pany also walked away with the Best
Retail award in the Region.

Taking the runners up award in the
Regional Awards was Manzini Mayor

P e R

win EYA Manzini

..as Waxola Investments claim runners up award

Mxolisi Mabuza owned company,
Waxola Investment.

Interviewed after the event, Nhlengethwa

said he was happy to have won the award
and this was a sign of growth for his
business.

He said the Retail Supermarket and

Butchery had two branches in the City,
one in Madonsa and the other next to

Lighaga Flats.

“This is not the first time we have
entered the competition and compli-
ance has been one of our major chal-
lenges in the past. But after motivations
from people, we decided to enter again

We are really growing as a company
considering that we started out only as
a spaza shop but currently employ up
to 53 people in the business,” he said.

Other winners on the day included last
year’s Regional winners Acero Steel
Frames who received the most improved
business award while Ecco Buzz walked
away with the most innovative award.

Presenting the awards to the various
winners on the day, Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Trade Director SME Mluleki
Dlamini said there were a number of
factors considered in awarding the prizes
including Innovation and also business
compliance.

[7]] LN Fas
= (:rml'rri

WINNER: Manzini region EYA winner Sifiso Nhlengethwa who is Director of Mashayinkonjane
Investments receiving his awards from the dignitaries during the EYA Manzini Region awards
ceremony held at the George Hotel yesterday. (Pics: Mduduzi Mngomezulu)

NAME OF BUSINESS

Zamokuhle

Nkosephayo Handicraft

Buhle Bem Africa

Miiba Boutigue

Muziyafana Investments

Patit Drilling
_ Mashayinkonjane Investments
" Viince Investements

Gemini Beauty Parlour

EWorld Technology

Eco Buzz Investements

Acero Steel Frames

Waxola Investments 3

Mashayinkonjane Investments

APPLICANT
Claudia Thwala
Ncamisile Dlamini
Dlalisile Matsebula
Olipha MacKenzie
Hloniphile Dlamini
Mfanukhona Dlamini
Sifiso Nhlengethwa
Mbongiseni Sihlongonyane
Nokuthula Shongwe
Sicelo Ndlandla
Mndeni Mabila
Thamsanga Mdluli
Mxolisi Mabuza
Sifiso Nhlengethwa

| THE LIST OF WINNERS

'CATEGORY

Street Vendor
Handicraft (Runner-up)
Handicraft
Merchandier Trade
Agribusiness

Green

Retail

Service

Youth

Technosawvy

Most Innovative

Most Improve
Regional (Runner-up)
Regional

FUTURE: SEDCO Managin
Matiwane makin
in the Ministry O
on behalf of the

g Director Darrington

g his remarks. (R) SPEECH: Acting PS

f Commerce Nkululeko Dlamini speaks
Minister Mangoba Nxumalo.

___Ministry to establish finance
interventions for MSMEs

THE ministry of comimerce, indus-
try and trade is looking to estab-
lish development finance inter-
ventions geared towards making
the acquisition of loans by MSMEs
easy and affordable. ]

This was revealed by the min-
istry’s Under Secretary (US)
Nkululeko Dlamini who represented
Minister Mancoba Khumalo dur-
ing the Entrepreneur of the Year
(EYA) Manzini Regional Awards
presentation held at The George
Hotel yesterday. In his address,
Dlamini said they would be engag-
ing banks and other financial insti-
tutions to come up with finance
packages that are Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprise (MSME) friend-
ly.

“I am happy that most commer-
cial banks, sponsors of the com-
petition included have established
MSME banking unites to service
the unique needs of this sector,” he
said. The minister said he was pleased
to learn of the 35 per cent increase
in the number of applicants for this
year’s competition.

“I want to encourage those in the
SME sector and stakeholders to
collaborate and work with gov-
ernment towards improving our
economy. It is through the contri-
bution of SMEs that we can create

"\- 1%’

<

were in attendance.

EAGER: A section of the business entreprencurs who

ore employment opportunitics
and improve the majority of 11\{611—
hoods in the Kingdom,” he said.
He said the government was cur-
rently working on strategies to boost
economic growth and that is in vein
that they have placed the develop-
ment of the SME sector at the cen-

-tre of economic development agen-

da for the country. The minister
highlighted that the Manzini Region
was the key driver of economic
development in the country.

“The region has the highest num-
ber of MSME owners with 41 per
cent of the 59 000 business owner
population. It is therefore not sur-
prising that most of the past win-
ners of EYA have been from this
region,” he said.

The minister expressed gratitude
to the sponsors of this competition
and also applauded the SEDCO
Board, management and staff for
theirefforts in the entrepreneurship
development space.

“Government alone cannot be
able to do this great work. As we
look at how to boost economic
growth, the government continues
to encourage the private sector to
consider possible public-private-
partnerships (PPPs) that can be
explored for the betterment of our
nation,” he said.

]

How Lilangeni firmed up against major currencies in Ja:ﬂuary

BY HLENGIWE NDLOVU

s o o

IN January, the external value of the
Lilnngcni?&engthened against major
currencies, the Central Bank of Eswatini
reported in its Recent Economic
Developments report:
Against the US Dollar,
strengthened by 2.4 per ¢

the local unit
ent to average

E13.87 compared to December. “The
local unit rallied as investors cheer a
policy U-tum by the Federal Reserve
to a dovish stance throwing emerging
market economies a lifeline,” the Central
Bank said, also adding that intemational
financial pressures on the Rand had
eased as the now-market-friendly African
National Congress rides high in polls
ahead of the May election.

Against the Pound Sterling, the local

unit appreciated by 0.7 per cent to close
January at E17.87 onaverage. The CBE
attributed the Lilangeni’s strengthen-
ing against the Sterling to the unex-
pected political chaos in the UK result-
ing from slow progress and mounting
uncertainty around the delivery of a pru-
dent Brexit plan.

The UK government has a looming
deadline of March to conclude the Brexit

plaﬂ-l.

Against the E i i
uro, the Lilangeni
zs-engthened by two per ceft to
crage E15.84
Previous month, Bt
Stronger
: rf&:: the end of the month, the local
USI gas stronger at E13.37 to the
L ollar, E17 56 to the Pound
ering and E15 38 to the Euro

closing the month of Decem
atE14.39 to the g Dc(:ilar IEISbZZr

to the Pound Sterling and E16 44
1o the Euro. In the meantime, the
South Africarrload shedding debg..
cle by power utility firm ESKOM
seems to have had adverse effects
on the Rand: Businessday news.
paper reported yesterday that the
Rand, whichis pegged to the Lilangeni

on a one-on-one basis was back at
the R14/8 mark from R13.73/$ on

Wednesday.
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These firms are well-placed to take
on distribution because they either
have local relationships they can

DESPERATE times call for des-
perate measures.

So Tanzania, where 80 per cent of
the population has no reliable access
to electricity, is planning to import
biomass as fuel from Ethiopia this
year and is building a $2 billion
hydropower project threatening the
Selous Game Reserve.

Meanwhile, several thousand
Tanzanians are finding an easier,
eco-friendly solution: solar-powered
LEDs available through a pay-as-
you-go model.

Tanzania’s woes aren’t unique.
The World Bank says annual out-
ages in sub-Saharan Africa can range
from 50 hours to 4 600 hours at the
latter end, that’s more than half a
year. So an off-the-grid solution is
proving valuable in the region and
throughout Africa.

From Kenya to Tanzania, Uganda
to Rwanda, Nigeria to Ivory Coast
and even war-torn Somalia, Africans
are embracing solar energy solutions
that help them power their homes
even without being connected to the
grid, on an unparalleled scale. Nairobi-
based M-KOPA started the revolu-
tion. Launched commercially in 2012,
M-KOPA allows low-income fam-
ilies access to solar energy foras lit-
tle as $1 per month.

This is cheaper and more envi-
ronmental than the alternatives,
kerosene or diesel fuel, and offers a
metered payment system tracked
through their phone SIM cards.

The first firm in the world to devel-
op that innovation, M-KOPA now
has 600 000 customers across Kenya,
Tanzania and Uganda, and is bring-

ing solar power to 500 new homes
every day.

It has received $162 million in
investments since 2014. But the firm
is no longer alone.

Solar

International solar energy players
are increasingly focusing on African
nations too. Dutch startup Lumos
entered Nigeria in 2016. It had sold

73 000 units by the end 0f 2017. In
2018, it entered the Ivory Coast. Its
kits include a solar panel, battery,
power sockets, LED light bulbs and

Confusionoverp

ower
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investment in Africa

a mobile phone adapter. BBOXX,
which launched in the UK in 2010
and has raised $100 million, has over
the past two years moved its opera-
tional headquarters to Kigali, Rwanda.
It distributes its solar kits through
agents in 10 African countries and
uses remote monitoring technology
to improve battery life and users’
experience.

And there’s plenty of market space
still for more home-grown and inter-
national solar energy startups to sup-
port the growing demands for elec-
tricity on a continent home to sev-
eral fast-growing economies that are
mostly not yet connected to the grid,
say experts.

The World Bank estimates that the
sector will see sales worth $8 billion
by 2022.

Market

“There’s this incredible market
opportunity that’s not being met by
the relatively small handful of com-
panies that are operating on the con-
tinent,” says Jem Porcaro, Senior
Director for energy access at the

United Nations Foundation.

For sure, the spread of solar ener-
gy to off-grid communities isn’t
unique to Africa. From Quetsol in
Guatemala to Simpa Networks in
India, a few startups have made sim-
ilar attempts in parts of Latin America
and Asia too.

But both the scale of the problem
and the spread of nations where solar
off-the-grid solutions are being accept-
ed are unique to Africa.

The continent had 580 million peo-
ple who were off-the-grid in 2016
and is expected to be home to 80
percent of the world’s off-the-grid
population by 2030, according to the
International Energy Agency.

Africa-based startups in this sec-
tor have received comfortably more
than half of the total global invest-
ment in this sector, pegged at $922
million by the World Bank.

What’s more, the key technology
that’s the backbone of the payment
model used by most of these low-
cost, smart-tech solar energy providers

in Affica is also homegrown. Customers

use mobile payments, revolutionised
by the Nairobi-based M-PESA. “The
widespread uptake of mobile money
has provided the right environment
for off-grid utilities to operate and
grow,” says Mansoor Hamayun,
CEO and co-founder of BBOXX.
Costs

The sharp reduction in costs glob-
ally of solar panels and batteries
over the past 15 years has helped
make the solar kits these firms offer
affordable. For the M-KQOPA kit,
users need to pay an initial deposit
of $35, with 365 payments of 45
cents each after that.

They can spread the payment out,
with a minimum of $1 a month. Once
completed, they own the kit — and
can access solar energy free after
that.

But the spread of off-the-grid solar
energy solutions in Africa is also
helping the emergence of other local
firms that help distribute these kits.
PEG-Ghana, for instance, distrib-
utes splar kits in three countries and
has raised $50 million in investments.

leverage to develop sales networks,
says Porcaro.

Getting to this point hasn’t been
easy. “The main challenge has been
developing this new category,” says
Jesse Moore, CEO and co-founder,
M-KOPA.

“We have had to build the business
and technology from scratch.” But
he’s confident they’ve now demon-
strated the scalability of the platform.
“The entire off-grid tech category
has come of age.”

Alack of access to finance remains
a challenge, according to Porcaro.
Energy sector finance is still large-
ly skewed toward large infrastruc-
ture projects that don’t always reach
the underserved, he says. “We see
... arelatively small ameunt of financ-
ing” going toward firms working in
remote communities.

They’'re “leveraging some really
innovative technologies and busi-
ness models but the amount and the
type of capital is just not there yet.”
Still, the benefits of off-the-grid solar
solutions are clear,

According to the GoGLA, the glob-
al association for the off-grid solar
energy industry, 58 percent of house-
holds connected to off-grid tech
undertake more economic activities
because of their solar home system,
while 36 per cent of households gen-
erate additional income once they
connect to off~grid tech.

And there’s consensus that there
will only be expansion in this ener-
gy market, as the off-grid consumer
becomes increasingly commercial-
ly viable, creditworthy and loyal. “It
is already clear,” says Moore.

Africa.com

From Kenya to Tanzania, Uganda
to Rwanda, Nigeria to Ivory
Coast and even war-torn Somalia,
Rfricans are embracing solar
energy solutions that help them

power their homes
id

Valerfﬁjg:g; Day spend likely to increase for most South Africans - FNB

DURBAN - The frenzy around
Valentine’s Day will again see con-

sumers spending more than asual

to gift their loved ones.

Past trends have indicated that FNB
Credit Card holders spend more each
year on buying flowers and cosmet-
ic gifts with a 35 per cent increase
recorded and restaurant visits increas-
ing by 30 per cent in 2018.

Online florists see the biggest increase
in the week of Valentine’s witha 228
per cent increase qon_:gpared to usual

spending patterns, with men show-

ing a 403 per cent increase in buying
:_ﬂow,ers, compared to a 29 per cent
increase by women. Interestingly, the
spending habits of this pool of clients
showcases that it’s more single men

~ spending around this period.

"Like with all other big South African
thematic days. our data shows that
Valentine’s Day drives a significant
amount of Credit Card spend by con-
'sumers to celebrate and spoil their
loved ones, Credit Cards provide con-
sumers with a great amount of con-
venience and safety as they can shop

from the comfort of their home or
work. We're encouraging consumers
to prioritise money management by

spending responsibly and not goin
overbogrd," said Cilliers KrieL%Zhiﬂ%‘
Execx.xt]ve Of FNB Credit Card

_ Additional insights indicage an increase
in thc? use of alternate modes of trans-
portie. Uber and Taxify with 17 per
cent increase in FNB Credit Card
spend. Fast Food businesses also see
a l_:oom_on the day of Valentine’s
with an increase of 20 per cent com-,
pared to a normal business day

n v
Consumers whq use our Credit

enefit from optimal
shopping online, by

Card will also b
security when

entering a bank issued One Time
Password (OTP) on a secure mer-
chant website.

They canalso use the FNB APP or
Online Banking to verify the cell-
phone number or email to receive the
OTP. If used responsibly, our cus-
tomers can get maximum value from
using their FNB Credit Card by get-
ting rewarded through eBucks and
being able to freely access benefits
such as two-for-one specials at restau-
rants, spas and hotels through our
partnership with the Entertainer app.”
said Cilliers.

Business Report Online
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Chinese
unexpectedl

BELJING - Chinese exports unex-
pectedly rose last month, accord-
ing to official data released yes-
terday just as China sat down for
erucial trade talks in Beijing with
its top trade partner the United
States.

Exportsrose 9.1 per cent in January
from a year earlier, data from the
customs administration showed,
ahead of forecasts and turning a cor-
ner after exports fell in December.

China's imports, however, con-
tinued to fall in January, down 1.5
per cent from a year earlier, though
ata slower pace than a 10.2 per cent
decline forecast by Bloomberg
News.

Analysts cautioned that it is dif-
ficult to compare trends at the start
ofeach year due to the Chinese New
Year holiday, which came in early
February this year and can affect
business activity.

"The broad trend in shipments still
appears to be pointing down," said
Julian Evans-Pritchard of Capital
Economics.

"The downbeat outlook for glob-
al growth means that this year is
likely to be challenging for Chinese
exporters, even if the ongoing US-
China trade negotiations culminate
ina deal," Evans-Pritchard wrote

inaresearch note.

Officials from the world's top two

e exports

perku

CAUTIONED: A slew of bad economic data has added fo concerns about China's

economy.

economies have been holding nego-
tiations in Beijing since yesterday
and ending today in a bid to resolve
their thorny trade dispute.

China and the US have already
imposed new duties on more than
$360-billion in two-way trade, which
has weighed on their manufactur-
ing sectors and shaken global finan-

SA currency breaches R14 to
dollar as ESKOM sours outlook

JOHANNESBURG - The rand
weakened past R14 per dollar
yesterday as power utility Eskom
entered a fifth straight day of
blackouts that have discouraged
investors over the economy, days
before the annual budget.

At 0630 GMT, the rand was up
0.2 per cent to R14.0425 per dol-
lar, halting a slide that has seen the
currency tumble around three per
cent in three sessions as a rsing
dollar compounded the pain of'the
Eskom crisis. "The heightened
domestic risk premium has prompt-
ed selling, with almost R2 billion
ofnet outflows from the domestic
bond market yesterday." analysts

Nigeria
to crippl

ABUJA - A militant gro

up in Nigeria’s

at Rand Merchant Bank said in a
note.. The dollar out-stripped most
other currencies, supported by good
inflation data and weak growth in
Europe. On Wednesday, the gov-
ernment said power utility Eskom
was technically insolvent and need-
ed an urgent bailout to help it man-
age its more than $30 billion of debt
as it battles to keep its plants run-
ning. Yesterday, Eskom said it
would cut 2 000 megawatts of power
from the national grid from 0600
GMT. Eskom poses a threat to the
country’s credit rating, which is
hanging by a thread with Moody’s,
the last of the top three agencies to
rate it investment grade. Reuters

. Delta Avengers' militants vow
e economy if Buhari re-elected

preferred choice for president.

cial markets.

Pressure to seal an accord ahead
ofaMarch | deadline set by Donald
Trump appears to have eased slight-
ly after the US president indicated
he was open to extending a trade
truce depending on progress in
Beijing.

Trump in December postponed

plans to sharply hike tariffs on $200-
billion of Chinese imports to allow
more time for negotiation.

A slew of bad economic data has
added to concerns about China's
economy, which grew at its slow-
est pace in almost three decades last
year.

AFP

‘SA mining output down 4.8%’

JOHANNESBURG - Mining
production decreased by 4.8 per
cent year-on-year in December,
with negative contributions com-
ing from gold, iron ore, other
metallic minerals, copper and
chromium ore, Statistics South
Africa said yesterday.

Total mining production was 1.6
per cent lower in 2018, follow-
ing an increase of 3.9 per cent in
2017.

Gold output fell 31 per cent on
ayear-on-year basis in December,
contributing a negative 4.6 per
centage points to the overall num-
ber, while iron ore was down
14.3per cent, adding a negative

Delta.

since January 2017.

Attacks on pipelines and other facil-

forestall further attacks in the Niger

No substantial attacks have been car-
ried out by any groups in the Delta region

2.1 percentage points. Other metal-

lic minerals declined 18.4 per cent

, while copper output dropped

30.8 per cent , contributing -0.3

percentage points, and chromium

ore fell 9.3per cent. Stats SA said

mineral sales increased by 17.4

per cent last December compared

with the same month in 2017, with

the largest contributors being plat-

inum group metals, coal, iron ore

and manganese ore. Total miner-

al sales were 5.2 per cent higher
in 2018 compared with 2017. The

rise compared with increases of
8.4 per cent in2017 and 12.9 per
cent the year before. African
NewsAgency

|

UK's May faces revolt
from Euroskeptic
tories in Brexit vote

' LONDON - Prime Minister Theresa May
| is facing a revolt from pro-Brexit members

| of her Conservative Party who are unhap-

py at signs she’s planning to take a no-deal
split off the table.

Members of the anti-EU European Research
Group met with Chief Whip Julian Smith on
Wednesday evening to insist that leaving the
bloc without an agreement must remain an
option, according to people familiar with the
matter. :

The issue came to a head yesterday when the
House of Commons votes on what should hap-
pen next in the Brexit talks, as May seeks to
renegotiate her deal with the European Union.
In just six weeks the UK will leave the EU -
with or without an agreement. May s draft with-
drawal contract was rejected by a huge margin
in the Commons last month. No new accord

| has so far been reached.

May is aiming to mollify her critics and earn
herself another two weeks of breathing space,
promising Parliament further opportunities to
have a say over what happens nextif she can’t

- get a deal. Pro-Brexit members of her Tory

party are demanding she re-writes the deal
because they say it keeps Britain tied too close-
ly to EU rules, potentially forever.

Many euroskeptics would prefer a no-deal
Brexit to leaving on May’s terms, despite fears
it would cause severe damage to the UK econ-
omy. Yesterday, May will ask the Commons
to endorse the result of previous voting on
January 29, when members of Parliament backed
calls to re-write her Brexit agreement but opposed

the idea of a no-deal divorce.

Wednesday’s meeting between euroskeptic
Tories and May’s chief whip broke up without
resolution, meaning some Conservatives in the
ERG could vote against the government or
abstain. As May doesn’t have a majority in
Parliament, that raises the prospect that she
could be defeated. While this would be embar-
rassing for the prime minister, its main practi-
cal effect would be to signal to Brussels how
little room she has for maneuver. Fin24

-

ZURICH - Swiss food giant Nestle
said yesterday that profits surged

_ FACES REVOLT: Prime Minister
‘ Theresa May.

Nestle prbﬁt surges as Swiss
food giant eyes selling Herta

sales by 1.6 per cent.
The company also announced it

oil-rich southern Niger Delta th,retit-
ened yesterday to cripple Africa iadz
oil producer if President Muhamdn R
Buhari is re-elected in 2 vote du

be held tomorroWw-

) , ers - who have
T Avel;%er share of the

been demanding 2 7% the impover-
oil revenue pr: Od”(.:ed Y ]d in a state-
ished southern regio”

ed to en b
g’]::ltlgﬂl]lef);lcl:ﬁ?ons and that opposition

ir
candidate Atiku Abubakar Was the

Bubhari faces a tight contest against
Abubakar, a business and ex-vice pres-
ident, in tomormrow’s elections in Nigeria,
Africa’s biggest democracy.

The Niger Delta Avengers were behind
a 2016 wave of violence that helped
push Nigeria into recession.

The group warned that if Buhari is re-
elected there would be “a perpetual
recession for Nigeria” and that if elect-
ed, Abubakar should start a “restruc-
turing of Nigeria™ within six months to

ities in the Niger Delta in 2016 cut
Nigeria’s crude output from a peak of
2.2 million barrels per day (mbpd) to
near | mbpd - the lowest level seen in
Africa’s biggest economy in at least 30
years. _
That, combined with low oil prices,
pushed the OPEC member state into its
first recession in a quarter of a century
- crude sales make up two-thirds of gov-
ernment revenue and most of its for-

eign exchange. Reuters

last year, boosted by income from
the disposal of businesses, and it
would consider selling its Herta
charcuterie business.

Net profit leapt 41.6 per cent to 10.1
billion Swiss francs in 2018, Nestle
said in a statement,

Sales grew by 2.1 per cent to 91.4
billion Swiss franes, helped by net
acquisitions of 0.7 per cent but hit by
changes in exchange rates in sever-
al emerging markets that reduced

will "explore strategic options" for
its subsidiary Herta as "a further step
in positioning the portfolio towards
attractive high-growth categories",
Nestle CEO Mark Schneider wel-
comed the results.

"We made significant progress with
our portfolio transformation and sharp-
ened our group's strategic focus,
strengthening key growth categories
and geographies in the process," he
said in the statement. AFP
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Lekota accuses Ramaphosa of selling out struggle stalwarts

CAPE TOWN - Congress of the People
(COPE) leader Mosiuoa Lekota stunned
Parliament on Wednesday afternoon by
accusing President Cyril Ramaphosa of
selling out struggle stalwarts.

Lekota, who first refused to address the
House during the debate on the State of the
Nation Address because Ramaphosa had
briefly left the chamber, said he would wait

Focus on

for the president to return, much to the con-
stemation of presiding officer Thandi Modise.

Lekota. whowas only allocated four min-
utes to speak, said he would not be joining
Ramaphosa on the journey to tumn the coun-
try around.

He said Ramaphosa had sold out his com-
rades in the struggle.

CALLS TO PROBE
RAMAPHOSA
OUT CLAIMS

CAPE TOWN - Economic
Freedom Fighters (EFF)
Deputy President Floyd
Shivambu has called for
an inquiry to investigate
allegations that President
Cyril Ramaphosa was an
apartheid “sellout™.
Shivambu made the call
during a debate on the State
of the Nation Address
(SONA). MPs gathered for
a second day on Wednesday
to debate last week’s address
by Ramaphosa.
Shivambu’s comments
came after Congress
of the People
(Cope) leader
, Mosiuoa

Twitter reacts
to Lekota's claims

Mosiuoa
CAPE TOWN - COPE Ieadgr :
Lekota's accusation that President Cyril

ders to the
Ramaphosa sold out Struggle leade
Specis:lllJ Branch during the 1970s has been

ith mixed reactions. ;
mf;l::)qta made the accusation on We_dnesday
during the debate on Rama hosa's State of th‘e
Naﬁof address. Many people discounted Lekota's

as rewarded by
statement that Ramaphosa W o his comrades

the Special Branch for betrayin £ the national
as cheap electioneering ahead 0 I, thoush
elections in May. A number Ofpeo%a;‘/e some
believe that Lekota's accusations nav

il |
merit. President Ramaphosa has not réspon

ed to the allegations. IOL

);V/ Lekota accuse

¥
¥

“In doing so, you condemned us tothe | =
special branch and [ say this to youbecause | =
the special branch rewarded you as they F 1
always reward their victims, and they send
you home.”

Lekota received a standing ovation from
the Economic Freedom Fighters and left
the podium without referring to his pre-
pared speech. Eyewitness News

Ramaphosa of selling him
out to the special branch
back in the 70s.

He said that South Africa
can’t have an office of the
president with such ques-
tions hanging over it.

"We want to officially rec-
ommended to you president
that you should allow the
Chief Justice to appoint a
judicial commission of
inquiry to investigate your
involvement with Special
Branch during apartheid
and we do so because these
allegations of your collab-
oration with the establish-
ment is not coming for the
first time [sic]." Eyewitness
News

(EFF) Deputy

ANC retains all seven |
wards in Kimberley by-election

wards, the independent candidates

more votes than the Economic
Freedom Fighters (EFF) and
Democratic Alliance (DA), coming
second to the ANC.

A court interdict application by
the former ANC councillors to halt
the by-elections was dismissed with
costs by the Northern Cape High
Court on Tuesday. The councillors
were booted out in October 2018

for defying their party after they

KIMBERLEY - The governing
Afirican National Congress (ANC)
has retained its seven seats in a
by-election at the Sol Plaatjie
Municipality in the Northern Cape.

Wednesday's by-election in
Kimberley's Galeshewe township
saw political parties vie for the vacant
wards following the expulsion of
seven ANC councillors last year.
The governing party retained wards
11,9, 19, 13,12, 32 and 16 but lost
2 459 votes to independent candi-
dates, some of whom were the
expelled councillors. In some of the

to oust the then ANC mayor
Matika. ANA

 into political killings

- watching TV at his

voted along with opposition parties.

ACCUSES:
Congress of
the People
(COPE) leader
‘Mosiuoa

A Lekota.

DA heads to concourt
for president to give reasons
for executive decisions

JOHANNESBURG - The
Constitutional Court is expect-
ed to hear arguments about
whether the president should give
reasons to the public for his exec-
utive decisions.

The case stems from a High Court
ruling two years ago, which found
former President Jacob Zuma should
have provided reasons for sacking
finance minister Pravin Gordhan.

The Democratic Alliance (DA),

CAPE TOWN - Freedom Front
Plus leader Pieter Groenewald

says President Cyril Ramaphosa
must take responsibility for “nine

-~ wasted years,” referring to for-

mer President Jacob Zuma’s
Presidency.

Atadinnerat the World Economic
Forum in Davos last month,
Ramaphosa intimated the country
had lost almost a decade of growth
and development under Zuma.

Butresponding to the State of the

which brought the application,
believes that any decision must be
rational. Federal Chairperson James
Selfe: "There are a series of appoint-
ments that are made in government,
sometimes these appointments can

- manifest as irrational and need to

be set aside. We have seen a peri-
od of state capture where all sorts
of executive decisions were made
which needed to be reviewed and
set aside." Eyewitness News

RE WERE YOU

Nation address on Wednesday,
Groenewald hit back, saying
Ramaphosa was complicit in those
lost years. “You became the deputy
president for South Africain 2014,
So, where were you? What did you
do in the five to seven years of the
nine years that have cost South
Africa and its taxpayers dearly?”

Groenewald says Ramaphosa
must grow the economy and cre-
ate jobs, and he's offered some
advice. Eyewitness News

KZN ANC deeply concerned
after party member killed

JOHANNESBURG - The African
National Congress (ANC) in
KwaZulu-Natal says the

murder of one of its mem-
bers is deeply worrying
and a disappointing turn
in the investigations

in the province,
Mhlengi

Khumalo was shot

several times while

_ home on Tuesday.
Lastyear, Police Minister
+ Bheki Cele appointed a
task team to hunt for the masterminds
behind the killings.

‘\."‘
Y

be put behind bars. “We think
A N c that the ones who should algq
be on trial are the masterminds

The provincial ANC said it has
called on the police ministry to inten-
sify its investigations into the polit-
ical killings in the province.Provincial
spokesperson Nomagugu Simelane-
Zulu says Khumalo's death
comes after the killings had

lessened. “We had actually
expected not to have any more
killings. So, we really are dis-
appointed.” Simelane-Zuly
says it’s the masterminds of
the killings who now have to

who had planned for the killing »
Eyewitness News
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VILA VELHA - These impres-
siveimages show a baby boy who
was born while still inside his
|| ammiotic sac after it failed to burst
inan almost one-in-100 000 rare
| occurrence.

The startling images were taken
at the Praia da Costa Hospital in
thecity of Vila Velha in the Brazilian
state of Espirito Santo by photog-
rapher Jana Brasil, who specialis-

es in photos of births.
| Inthe photos, the newbormn baby,
| named Noah by mother
MonyckValasco, can still be seen
| inside the amniotic sac after he is
born by caesarean section.

Noah's whole body is engulfed
" by the sac, giving him a startling,
alien-like appearance.

Experts say the special births occur
in every 80 000 or 100 000 natur-
al births and do not put the baby
| ormotheratrisk. They are believed
to be less common during caesarean
| section because the scalpel typi-
cally punctures the amniotic sac.

|3 e .
UNUSUAL LABO
fare occurrence- (D

|  SHOCKING: Noah's whole body is engulfed by the
| sac, giving him a startling, alien-like appearance.

. Baby born mSIde
intact amniotic sac

RARE The newborn baby, named Noah by mother
Monyck Valasco, can still be seen inside the amniotic
sac after he is born at the Praia da Costa Hospital in

the city of Vila Velha, Brazil.

The photos have been posted
online and garmered thousands of
likes and comments.

Mother Valasco, 34, told reporters:
“People all around the world are
reposting the photos and looking

for us. I saw him being born. They
lowered the screen so I could see.
I cried a lot. It's an emotion that
has no size.” Brasil dedicated her-
self to photographing births as a
full-time job three years ago and

STARTLING: The photos have been posted online and garnered thousands of likes and com-
ments.

said: “It's indescribable to register
that moment. Last year I took pho-
tos of babies in the sacs, I have two
awards. “But nothing like the photo
of Noabh, it surprised me. I thought
I had been through all the emo-
tions, but he pulled a face and did
a little pout.”

Gynaecologist Rafael Angelo
Baggieri said: “An en-caul birth
occurs when the baby is born with-
out breaking the amniotic sac, in
other words, within a liftle house
which shelters it during gestation.”

Baggieri says the special births
oceur in every 80 000 or 100 000
natural births and do not put the
baby or mother at risk.

They are believed to be less com-
mon during caesarean section
because the scalpel typically punc-
tures the amniotic sac. Noah is
reportedly still in hospital as Baggieri
says the newborn was 'tired" after
the birth but the tot is expected to
be allowed to go home by the end
of the week. Daily Mail

Tel: 2505 6683
Cell: 7632 9881
Email: exclusivefurnitures@swazl.nst

WHAT IS AN |
EN CAUL BIRTH?

eing born 'en caul' means a
B portion of the amniotic sac

or membrane remains on
the baby's head at birth.
It affects less than one-in-100 000
newborns.
A caul is a thin, filmy membrane
that may be attached to the head, l
face and ears or could drape over
the head and cover part of the
torso.
The caul is harmless and can be
removed by healthcare profes-
sionals by peeling it back from the
skin.
Incisions must be made at the
nostrils to allow the baby to
breathe.
The loops can then be carefully
removed from behind the baby's
ears.
In folklore, children born en caul
are said to possess supernatural
abilities and be destined for great-
ness.

Hyatt Centre - Shop #1
Mapheka Str. - Manzini,
Opp G.M Motors
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PEACE: Sudanese President Omar

& Afl_‘ica NeWS Continental News

Under-fire Bashir
VOWS peace push

for war zones

KHARTOUM - Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir,
who has faced weeks of
protests against his three-
decade rule, pledged to
promote peace in the coun-
try's war zones in an
address to paramilitary
units on Wednesday.

"[ assure you that the year
2019 will be the year of
peace in Sudan,” the pres-
ident told members of the
Popular Defence Force
(PDF), a paramilitary unit
that has been widely used
to fight longstanding rebel-
lions in Darfur and in regions

near the South Sudan bor-

der.

"We want to keep our guns
completely silent," said Bashir,
wearing military uniform.

His remarks came weeks
after he extended ceasefires
in Blue Nile and South
Kordofan states, where troops
and paramilitaries have been
battling rebels with pre-inde-
pendence links to South Sudan.

"We want you to go to the
war zones, not for fighting
but for building schools and
health centres," Bashir said.

The paramilitaries of the
PDF are civilians, many of
them young students. Before
South Sudan broke away in

2011, they played a major
role in the brutal decades-
long civil war against the
independence movement.

The PDF has also fought
in Sudan's western region of
Dartur, where ethnic minor-
ity rebels took up arms in
2003, drawing a scorched
response from the govern-
ment that prompted war crimes
charges against Bashir from
the International Criminal
Court. The president has
repeatedly denied the charges,
which also include genocide
and crime against humani-
ty.

AFP

al-Bashir.

~ Cameroon's opposition leader
formally charged with ‘rebellion’

YAOUNDE - Camercon’s 0ppo-
sition leader Maurice Kamto was
on Tuesday charged with rebel-
lion, insurrection and hostility
against the homeland, more than
two weeks after his arrest on 28
January, one of his lawyers said.
Kamto lost what he says was a fraud-
ulent presidential election in October
and was detained late last month after
organising a small rally against long-
serving President Paul Biya. Security
services broke up that rally with live
fire, shooting and wounding six peo-
ple, and have put down other rare
anti-Biya protests across the coun-
try, including the main commercial
city Douala and the capital Yagunde,
since the vote. There was no 1mme-
diate comment from Kamto’s party
and supporters whether the charges

made against him on Tuesday would
trigger more demonstrations.

“The investigating judges charged
Maurice Kamto at the military tri-
bunal,” his lawyer Christopher Ndong
told Reuters. “This is not a judicial
matter. This is politics.”

Another of his lawyers, Emmanuel
Simh, told Reuters the charges he
faces include: “hostility against the
homeland, incitement to insurrec-
tion, offence against the president of

the republic, destruction of public |

buildings and goods.” Twenty-two
members of his Cameroon Renaissance
Movement (MRC) are also on trial
for the same charges, lawyers said.

Cameroon authorities could not
immediately be reached for com-
ment. y

Africa News

l

‘Death toll in election

stampede now at 15’

PORT HARCOURT - Fifteen peo-
ple were killed in a stampede at an
election campaign rally in south-
ern Nigeria held by President
Muhammadu Buhari, health offi-
cials said on Wednesday, in an
updated toll.

Kem-Daniel Elebiga, spokesman
for the University of Port Harcourt
Teaching Hospital, said "a total of
15 bodies were brought in" on Tuesday.

Three were men and the others were
women, he added.

Twelve injured people were brought
in, nine of whom remain in hospital.
"They are all responding well to treat-
ment," he said.

Police in Rivers state, of which
Port Harcourt is the capital, earlier

gave a toll of four dead and four
injured, while Buhari's office said
"several" people lost their lives.

Conflicting death tolls are not unusu-
al in Nigeria, although the authori-
ties often issue lower numbers.

Local media said the stampede hap-
pened when panic broke out at the
end of a rally, held in the city's Adokiye
Amiesimaka Stadium.

Crowds tried to force their way
through a locked exit.

"Those from behind were pushing
and putting pressure on those in front,
leading to some persons falling on
the ground and being trampled upon,"
said journalist Egufe Yafugborhi, of
the Vanguard newspaper.

AFP

‘Respect legal right to free speech’

ARIS - has officially reacted to the arrest
- o chief Maurice Kamto

of Cameroon opposition :
and hundreds of his supporters. The French fo;S
eign ministry said it was following dcvelop:uznto
i lled on the government &

T i gk le to freely express their
ed at this legal de\:'el-
. oo to follow the situation
opment and are continuing to et 209 >

Camerooni oppositi of which
;serahfeadmg ﬁgnijra; must 1;)]: :,ble t(]) ﬁeflay rzgaorﬁ:z
its opinions, ifl accordance with thcfj aw,
to Q&A daily press priefing read.
Africa News

'Election No Be War'

LAGOS - President Muhammadu Buhari’s party
has issued a stern warning to the United States
and other foreign allies for allegedly making
“ymguarded”’ public statements ahead of Nigeria’s
presidential polls this weekend.

The US, Britain and the European Union have
in recent weeks publicly warned against vote-Tig-
ging and election violence, and also expressed
concern over President Muhammadu Buhari’s
suspension of Nigeria’s top judge last month.

““Nigerian security services must provide a safe
and secure environment for the Nigerian people
to exercise their rights,”* read part of a statement
issued by the US State Department last week.

AFP

US-Libya forces raid al Qaeda site

CAIRO - Joint US-Libyan forces raided an al
Qaedassite in the Libyan city of Ubari on Wi
according to a statement by a Libyan official.

The spokesperson for Fayez al-Sarraj, Head of
the Presidency Council of the Tripoli-based
Government of National Accord of Libya, said in
a statement late on Wednesday that a site with a
number of al Qaeda members in Ubari was “raid-
ed” but gave no details. “This joint work between
the Presidency Council of the government of
National Accord and the US government coin-
cided with the meeting of US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo and Foreign Minister Mohamed
Sayala at the Global Coalition To Defeat Islamic
State meeting last week”, spokesperson Mohamed
El Sallak said in the statement, Reuters

Opposition welcomes
firmer stance from US
against army violence

HARARE - The Nelson Chamisaed Movement
for Democratic Change (MDC) on Wednesday
welcomed the US government’s call for “a
neutral third party” to preside over dialogue
between Zimbabwe’s political rivals.
The US issued a strong statement on Tuesday,
in which it condemned the violence that broke
out last month and the heavy-handed response
from security forces that followed.
Deputy government spokesperson Robert
Palladino said the US wants soldiers accused
of rape and torture during the crackdown to be
tried for their crimes.
“The US remains seriously concerned about
the excessive use of force by government of
Zimbabwe security forces since January 14,
which has resulted in at least 13 deaths, 600
victims of violence, torture or rape, and more
than 1 000 arrests,” he said in a statement.
“The US calls on all sides to come together
immediately in national dialogue. The dialogue
process must be credible, inclusive and medi-
ated by a neutral third party.
"In order for such a dialogue to succeed, the
government of Zimbabwe should end its exces-
sive violence and intimidation, immediately
release the civil society activists who have been
arbitrarily detained, and hold security force
members responsible for human rights viola-
tions and abuses accountable.”
Palladino's statement came a day after Namibian
President Hage Geingob, the Chairperson the
Southern African Development Community
(SADC), weighed in on Monday with support
for president Emmerson Mnangagwa’s admin-
istration. SADC’s response angered civic soci-
ety groups and the MDC for failing to censure
Mnangagwa for deploying the army. This is
the second time in six months that the army has
been deployed onto the streets to quell protests.
Times live

WELCOMES: Nelson Chamisa.

AU calls for peace conference

ADDIS ABABA - The African Union (AU)
has proposed a global conference in July to try
to resolve the Libya conflict with the aim of
holding elections in October. A statement on
Tuesday said the 55-member body would like
to hold "an international conference on recon-
ciliation in Libya under the auspices of the AU
and UN" during the first half of July. The dec-
laration also requested the AU commission,
alongside the United Nations and the Libyan
government, take "all the necessary measures
for the organisation of presidential and legis]a-
tive elections in October 2019
Aljazeera
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US, China seek
deal to prevent
trade-war escalation

BELJING - US and Chinese negotiators yes-

| terday kicked off two days of high-level talks

that President Donald Trump says could decide
whether he escalates the bruising tariff battle
between the world's two biggest economies.
Trump indicated this week he was open to extend-
ing a trade truce beyond March 1 depending on
progress in Beijing. In December, he postponed
plans to sharply hike tariffs on $200 billion of
Chinese imports to allow more time for negotia-

| tion. The two economic superpowers have already

imposed duties on more than $360 billion in two-

| way trade, which has weighed on their manufac-

turing sectors and shaken global financial mar-
kets. US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer
and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin are meet-
ing with China's top economic czar Liu He, seek-
ing to build on progress made in Washington last

- month. “We are looking forward to discussions
| today," Mnuchin said as he left his hotel yester-

day moming for the talks.

Expectations for a trade deal have grown as
China faces pressure from slowing economic

US fails tohalt Iran's bid

to free frozen billions

WASHINGTON - An international court on
Wednesday ruled Iran can proceed with a
bid to unfreeze assets in the United States,
rejecting Washington's claims the case must
be halted because of Tehran's alleged sup-
port for international terrorism.

Washington had argued that Iran's "unclean
hands" — a reference to Tehran's suspected back-
ing of terror groups -- should disqualify its law-
suitto recover $2 billion in assets frozen by the
US Supreme Court in 2016. The International

Venezuela opposition takes steps to seize oil revenue

Twitter, just after congress named the

Although many Western countries

Court of Justice in The Hague threw out some
of the US challenges, and said it had the right
to hold full hearings at a later date as to whether
Tehran will get the money back. Chief judge
Abdulgawi Ahmed Yusuf said the UN's top
court "unanimously rejects the preliminary objec-
tions to admissibility raised by the United States
of America". The court also "finds that it has
jurisdiction in the case,” Yusuf said at the end
of an hour-long reading of the decision. Washington,
however, called the court's ruling a "significant

victory" for America because it threw out a key
issue pertaining to Iran's claims of sovereign
immunity. The case is one in which "the Iranian
regime secks to misuse legal process and dis-
tort principles of international law," the State
Department said. Tehran said the United States
had illegally seized Iranian financial assets and
those of Iranian companies -- and with Iran's
clerical regime facing economic difficulties after
sanctions and a fall in its currency, resolving the
case remains crucial. AFP

CARACAS - Venezuela’s opposition-
controlled congress named new tem-
porary boards of directors to state-
oil firm PDVSA on Wednesday, in
an effort to wrest the OPEC nation’s
oil revenue from increasingly isolat-
ed socialist President Nicolas Maduro.

Maduro lashed out at the congress
leader, Juan Guaido, saying in an mter-
view that he would face the courts “soon-
er or later” for violating the cpns:tltu-
tion; after Guaido invoked consumt}onal
provisions last month to assume an inter-

have recognised Guaido as legitimate
head of state, Maduro retains control of
state institutions and Guaido needs funds
if he is to assemble an interim govern-
ment.

Controlling PDVSA's US refiner Citgo
Petroleum, Venezuela’s most valuable
foreign asset, would go some way to
helping in that, though seizing the reins
of PDVSA itself seems improbable
while Maduro remains in power. “We
have taken a step forward with the recon-
struction of PDVSA,” Guaido said on

directors. “With this decision, we are
not only protecting our assets, we also
avoid continued destruction.” PDVSA’s
crude output has slumped to 70-year
lows, due to crushing debts, widespread
corruption, and little maintenance of its I
infrastructure. The administration of |
US President Donald Trump, which
backs Guaido, imposed sanctions on
Venezuela’s oil sector on Jan. 28, aimed
at curbing exports to the United States
and upping the pressure on Maduro.
Reuters

im presidency.

Brazil's Bolsonaro leaves hospital
" BRASILIA - Brazilian President Jair Bolboza;'o
: r3'ﬁ'-the hospital in Sao Paulq on Wednfal?a tz
'iﬁﬂy afternoon and 18 returning to B;asu
:fﬁsume his duties, his spoke_sman sa; n g
ZV-VB‘D'Isonaro had an operation o0 an.

; ¢ was attached to
| femove a colostomy bag ﬂ]bacd in the abdomen

e 3 was Stab ;
Thisnmtme ?ﬂc‘r hibr the elections -
- While campaigning ave been three

h
- “Inthe last five mo”fhls};ﬁ;z;iiml,” Bolsonaro
Surperi e mon :
mﬁ | ‘a‘;f'iuf:: have to thank God ?;1:, 2:1(:?
“one for finally being 21 107

Black eye for Chinese diplomacy

CARACAS - China and Venezuela seemed
like natural bedfellows: one is the planet's top
crude-oil importer and the other possesses the
world's largest reserves. But Venezuela's descent
into crisis -- with President Nicolas Maduro
and self-proclaimed leader Juan Guaido vying
for control as the economy unravels — has high-
lighted the gamble inherent in China's $60 bil-
lion investment in the South American nation.
Over the past decade, Beijing has extended vast
amounts of credit to Caracas for oil shipments
and infrastructure deals, in what China has tout-
ed as a "mutually beneficial" relationship.
AFP

Sanctions-proof energy technologies explored

NAMPO - Power-strapped North Korea is
exploring two ambitious altemative energy sources
— tidal power and coal-based synthetic fuels —
that could greatly improve living standards and
reduce its reliance on oil imports and vulnerabil-
ity to sanctions, Finding a lasting energy source
that isn’t vulnerable to sanctions has long been a
top priority for North Korean officials. Leader
Kim Jong Un used his New Year’s address last
month to call on the country to “radically increase
the production of electricity™ and singled out the
coal-mining industry as a “primary front in devel-
oping the self-supporting economy.” For the longer-
term, he stressed the importance of atomic, wind
and tidal power. AP

growth, and as swooning global markets pose a

| challenge to Trump and his economic advisors.

Data released yesterday in China showed its
trade surplus with the US -- a major source of

| anger within the Trump administration -- nar-

rowed in January to $27.3 billion, even as its
American imports plunged 41 per cent for the
month from a year earlier.

China's total imports also sank for the month,
pointing to weak demand, amid slowing economic
growth. Chinese President Xi Jinping plans to
meet with the US officials in Beijing this week,
areport in the South China Moming Post said on
Wednesday, bolstering hopes for the talks and
world markets.

AFP

Brussels proposes adding Saudi
Arabia to money-laundering blacklist

BRUSSELS - Saudi Arabia
expressed "'regret" yesterday over
EU proposals to add it and six
other countries to a money-laun-
dering blacklist of governments
that do too little to thwart the
financing of terrorism and organ-
ised crime.

The move comes amid height-
ened tensions between Riyadh and
European capitals over the murder
last year of the columnist Jamal
Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate

in Istanbul. The Buropean Comimission
said on Wednesday it wanted to add
seven countries including Saudi
Arabia and Panama to another 16
already on the register -- such as
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Ethiopia and
North Korea. .

Inclusion on the list does not trig-
ger sanctions, but it does oblige
European banks to apply tighter
controls on transactions with cus-
tomers and institutions in those
countries. AFP

‘Possibility to weather new sanctions’

MOSCOW - Russia has the tools to shield
its economy from possible new US sanctions,
and the central bank and finance ministry have
already created a buffer to protect the country’s
banks, the Russian finance minister said yes-
terday. US Republican and Democratic sena-
tors on Wednesday introduced a bill seeking
to punish Russia for meddling in US elections
and for its aggression in Ukraine by imposing
sanctions on its banking, energy and foreign
debt. |

Reuters
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COMPILED BY AYANDA DLAMINI

IF you were left out with no roses,
chocolates, partner yesterday on
Valentine’s Day, well, you can still cel-
ebrate with other kids this weekend.
The spirit of the month love is still on.
Sibebe Resort brings you the Valentine's
Extravaganza featuring strictly local acts.
You don't to'miss this!

Tonight

FRIDAY HANGOUT FEATURING
NIKABINDE FROM ISIBAYA

Where: Solani's Shisanyama
Time: 6pm

Tonight, Solani's Shisanyama brings you
the ‘Friday Hangout Featuring Nkabinde
from Isibaya.’ He is expected to make a
special appearance. All kinds of music
will be dished out by Solani's Shisanyama’s
resident DJs such as DopeDeep, Bloss,
M'eugie, Ayacity, Rthymic Sooul and Yung
Yas. Entry is free before 10pm and E50
thereafter.

HOF TRAFFIC LIGHTS party
Where: House on Fire
Times: 8pm
This year's HOF Valentine’s themed event
promises to deliver best performances
from spinners.
Traffic light stickers will be available at the
door. These will be your ticket to love's
fast lane. Choose a red sticker if you are
taken, orange if you are undecided and
green if you are single.
Music will be dished out by DJs SoWhat,
Mkay, Ophis, Lu, and Supa cDQ.
Tickets will be available at the door at E80.

Doors open at 8pm.
TOMORROW

OUT OF TOWN SESSION
Where: Encrypto Arts Lounge, Ngwenya
Time: 2pm _

Encrypfo Arts Lounge brings the second
session of Fun Out Of Town tomorrow
L ine-up of the day includes Quad Element,
| erato; an upcoming country musician,
as well as Smaliz the Comedian.

T e e e e

ITS VALENTINE'

New Reviews Star sumr 'Celebrit—y@aiéh- 'Ci;tbéhl-
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Nomalungelo D.

“ely o

Amanda Mo.

. Nkabinde at S

Valentine’s Extravaganza spinners such as Ayacity, DopeDeep, ~Save the date
Where: Sibebe Resort Bloss, to mention a few dishing FINE Sands- Loyiso Ndimbonile
Time: 2pm tunes for fun devotees. Entry fee is free Night with Mixmash
Where: Happy Valley Hotel

The Valentine’s Extravaganza is here.
The concert will showcase Eswatini's
biggest stars such Bholoja, Amanda Mo,
Symphony, Nomalungelo, Floewe, Denzel,
X-Mile, Quad Element, Lindelwa, DD Cool,
MBO, Master P, Zulu D, MixMash, 1D,
Zwide, Knoxman and Bloss, to mention
afew. Tickets are vying for E150 for gen-
eral, E250 VIP and E350 for VVIP.

URBAN SATURDAYS WITH CZAR
WHERE: Solani's Shisanyama
Time: 6pm
Tomorrow’s chill session at the most loved
spot; Solani’s Shisanyama will be head-

lined by DJ Czar. .
Supporting acts will be the spot's resident

S

before 10pm and E30 thereafter.

International Condom Day Celebration
WHERE: The George Hotel
TIME: 12 noon
AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) Eswatini
has partnered with SwaziBoy Entertainment
and other artists to put together a music
show in an effort to commemorate the
International Condom Day. The event will
also see artists entertaining the attendees.
Swazi Boy Entertainment DJs will be part
of the celebrations on the day together
with KrTC and Nobuhle. ;

Entry is free. '

When: February 23

Sunday chill out with Afrotration
When: February 24
Where: The George Hotel

Solani’s with Aka
WHERE: Solani’s Shisanyama
WHEN: March 1

MTN Bushfire 2019
WHERE: Malandelas
WHEN: May 24-26

Standard Bank Luju Festival
WHERE: Malandelas, Malkerns
WHEN: August 3.

.
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THE CROSS CRUSADE DATES

REVEALED

Nkambule. As a build-up to the cru-
sade, this year will see Mbokazi-
Nkambule visiting schools and col-

IBEND. ' Zanele Mbokazi-Nkambule, thecru-  powerful line-up is just as the excit- - BACK TO THE, CRy ;

BY NOKWEAND B e zn, =4 sade promises to be bigger and bet- ing as gospel artists that will grace  team.” * _'eTar}_r'eE‘calﬁ;?gSoSns:;fiﬁ: Jeges and the evangelism team visit-
EEEmEnEam——— ter this year. the stage. oz 5 SQIdiCTS’Ofﬂ];'e Cross to come forward ~ ing bus ranks anfi all SMFEgi canas

ST P, £ the Back To Like in the previous years, where “This1s a_sottl winning and revival  and assist. to proclaim the risen Christ.

tlm‘d edition :l)a fos havebeen | manY pastors and gospel artists came ~ crusade. Itis not aboutany churchor  Our aim isito make the crusade as ~ Those who want to volunteer as
The Cross Crusade o support and minister, featured this ~ any ministry. Itis for everyone who inclusive as possible. People from  soldiers of the cross must like the

revealed. fthe crusade will year are the likes of Dr Tumi, Sipho  believes in Jesus Christ and the fin- the Catholic Church, [ytheran, Back To The Cross Facebook page,
The third edition o ~ %' "y farch ~ Makhabane, Phathwakahle, Dr SD ished work of the cross. Weare, there- - AmaZion, and these who are not ~and send a WhatsApp message with

be held from February Gumbi, Pastor Sandile Mlambo, fore, callingupon and inviting every- believers must foel free fo attand, This _ their names and what they would like
{inMbabane. . cpichop Shongwe and Khuphuka, Sipho onewhowans o contribute towards is the main pumose of thig crysade; to assist with to +268 7820 6155 /
Under th;kleadg;sl elgnd s wife Ngwenyaand many more, This year’s ~ the success of this crusade tojoin the  tobring people to Chyist* aid Mbokazii +268 7626 2538.
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BY NOKWENDA SIBANDZE

THE first ever Eswatini Arts Summit
kick.ed off om a high note with
Minister of Sports, Culture and
Youth Affairs Harries ‘Madze’
Bulunga gracing the event.

The minister expressed his excite-
ment a_bout the event held at Eswatini
Electricity Company auditorium in
Manzini yesterday.

Speaking at the event which was
also graced by a number of artists in
the country, Madze said the summit
was a very exciting time for the arts
industry in the country as it provides
thenation with an opportunity to come
together for the first time to share
ideas on how they can take the indus-
try and even greater heights.

“Indeed, the cultural and creative
industries have become a driver and
enabler of sustainable development
worldwide, generating annual glob-
alrevenues in billions. It is also esti-
mated that the sector provided near-
ly 30 million jobs worldwide and
employed more people under the age
of 29 than any other sector,” said
Bulunga.

He said these few statistics were a
clear testimony of the vast potential
carried by the arts industry and lay
bare some of the results the country
canreap if it properly empowers the
mdustry. The minister also stressed

onvarious points, including the impor-
tance of such summits, which accord-
ingto him, can help develop the indus-

fry.
“Itis clear that through the arts indus-
fry, we can counter one of the biggest
challenges facing Eswatini, that of
youth unemployment. We hope that
this platform will allow you as stake-
holders to come up with ideas and

MINISTER LAUNC
FIRST ARTSS

“...It is clear that through the arts industry, we can
counter one of the biggest challenges facing Eswatini,
that of youth unemployment. We hope that this plat-
form will allow you as stakeholders to come up with
ideas and strategies that will help the arts industry
alleviate this challenge, amongst others,”

swift interventions for the creative
sector to take its rightful position with-
in the competitive industries” space
and ensure striving and sustainable
professions. “We are keenly looking
forward to the resolutions and dec-
larations from this summit,” said the
minister.

strategies that will help the arts indus-
try alleviate this challenge, amongst
others,” said Bulunga.

He said living in the 21st century,
frameworks should also address the
significant and rapid changes posed
by digital technologies while pro-
tecting and promoting the work of
artists and cultural professionals in
the digital environment.

“In this regard, government is
committed to creating an

enabling environment with- EX C_ITED:

in which arts will be pro- g’m’“e" Ofl

moted as an integral Pg”\ff, (;J:;t#'e

component of our cul- ia{" ) Of-{M % a.:rs

ture,” he added. arries ‘Madze
Bulunga.

Ending his opening
speech, the minister
encouraged all atten-
dees to make ita point
that their deliber-
ations dur-
ing the
sum-
mit
pro-
vide

————

1s out

There’s easy access to free and
paid for music streaming services.
such as Spotify, Apple Music,
Deezerand so on. When an artist
releases new music, I'm sure that
most, if not all people, will turn
fo YouTube before running to the
nearest music store. It’s about
money, convenience and precious
time. CDs are mainly used for
decoration nowadays.

Building on the last point, if peo-
ple can get the same goods for
free, why bother paying? This
means that piracy is on the rise.

Downloaders

The main examples are the
‘Deezloader’ software and
“YouTube to MP3 downloaders
that allow high-quality music to
be downloaded instantly. Roughly
80 per cent of the country’s pop-
of the price tag. Of course, some
people prefer to buy music in order
to support artists —usually in the
form of CDs. But those numbers
continue to drop as piracy soft-
ware make advancements.

The problem with the music
industry is that it still hasn’t adapt-
ed to the internet era. It's easy to
blame fans, but we need to acknowl-
edge the fact that the business, as
awhole, is failing musicians. The
problem is, the music business
has changed, but the record labels
have not. Artists don't need to have
physical albums printed. They
don't necessarily need a record
label’s pricey public relations hype

machine in order to become a suc-
cess. A singer or band can use

datec

not be free, and my prediction i
that individual artists and their
labels will someday decide what
an album's price point is. ['hope
they don't underestimate them-
selves or undervalue their art.

So what do you do instead? How
do you support an artist that you
really love?

Purchasing

Buy merchandise directly from
the artist if possible. Many stores
will take cuts for distribution and
sales, so purchasing directly from
the artist is the best way to ensure
your money is going to them.

If you do want to buy an album,
don’t do it through iTunes orata
store. Do it through the artist’s
personal site or at a show, where
there are fewer middlemen tak-
ing a cut of the revenue

Ultimately, there’s no ideal way
to support your favourite musi-
cian atthis point in time. Streaming
hasn’t stabilised itself as a con-
sistent form of income, touring

can be expensive, and only a big
fan is going to buy a T-shirt. But
buying albums is not a solution
to this problem.

By Simangaliso Zwane

The main examples are
the ‘Deezloader’ software
and ‘YouTube to MP3'
downloaders that allow
high-quality music to be
downloaded instanllg24 a

Sundays Dedication’

BY SIMANGRLISO ZWANE

DJCZAR means business.
The deep house spinner has
iniftoduced a series of shows
dubbed: ‘Bucket Sundays
ieation’ which will be held

and DJs combining nu-jazz,
neo soul, hip hop, house and
anything with a groove,” he
said. >
Mouth-watering
He said the hotel’s chef_s would
bring their unique expierence
to deliver mouth?watenqg
cuisines adding a signature in

i The George Hotel. s ditional braai
; - .. their lead tradill raai,
jsf:wordmg to the SPI];]:SLS;I; shisanyama and games that
Oka c - more.
ligh music and soul foog fcfi ;;?:bient music adds extra
Iecognises strings beYO™ sychedelic atmosphere, anoth-
i and culture. _Garde €T tint is to bring your camp
e“Ppss:bly the best avant has to chairs, coole‘r Itat?xes lgb;eers qng
o’g"e'f rfiﬁce ip Counugj}(;n tyle  cidersonty), sl o8 thiz;ug:r d
Venue bsaf:lt:i allycfmfoﬁat?le’ 3;? [ﬁi&?ﬁiﬁmw to the event
pansive eating and dﬂﬂilsﬂi% is free. Cooler boxes with bev-
00¢ featuring quality ™ erages will be charged only
ing and ormances £50,” he added.

f10m the countrys best artists

BY NOKWANDA SIBANDZE

HAVING celebrated his birthday for the
past five years with his fans , former DJ
and MegaSound co-founder Zipho Zwane
promises another banging birthday cel-
ebration.

The show will be held at Solani’s Shisanyama
on April 18.

“The team is busy working out what could
be the best theme for the event but we aim
to make everyone feel like this is their party.
We started preparations ahead of time to
make sure we deliver the best entertainment
and get the right acts on board early.

“This will definitely have a different feel
than the past birthday party but still being
the best way to start your Easters,” he said.

He said because he would be celebrating
his birthday publicly for the fifth time, he
was proud to say all the other years have
been nothing short of amazing.

He mentioned that the entertainment has
been great and the support from the public
has been fantastic as always when it comes

to MegaSound events but yet again, this
party is never about him but all the ‘January
kids’ that don’t get to celebrate their birth-
days because of the excuse that everyone
is broke in January.

“So to all the January kids, on April 18,
it’s your birthday party. Also, this birthday
party is about all the charities that get to
benefit from the proceedings of the event
through the MegaSound Charity Campaign,”
he added.

Zwane also revealed that this would be
the last time he celebrates his birthday with
the public.

“This being my last birthday to be cele-
brated with the public; people should expect
a massive celebration to end what has been
a great five years.

“I’'m lucky to have made good relation-
ships with so many artists and DJs in the
Kingdom of Eswatini and South Africa so
[ will definitely be inviting quite a number
of those friends to make sure the entertain-
ment is of high standards. Some may not
be on the line-up but people should expect
lots of great surprises,” he said.

MegaSound Co-Founder Zipho
Zwane.
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George Clooney slammed by Thomas Markde

NEW YORK - Thomas

Markle agrees with George

Clooney — the press is treat-

ing Meghan Markle like

crap, but he's pissed offat George's

comments on his relationship with
his daughter.

Sources close to Meghan's father
fr:l] TMZ, he's upset the actor chimed
mn over the letter the Duchess of Sussex
sent him -- which has now been post-
ed by multiple media outlets.
_ICYMI -- George said in a recent
interview he found the broadcasting
of Meghan's letter to her dad "frus-
trating” and "irresponsible." We're
told Thomas took this as a dig, and

SLAMMED: George
Ciooney.

thinks Clooney should "do a little
research before he talks about Meghan
and her father."

TMZ

Kandi Burruss' hubby defends her after she's mommy shamed

ATLANTA- Kandi

Burruss is a boss, and those

bagging on her for taking

a month off from her son's

life to do "Celebrity Big Brother"

are a bunch of lame-os, so says her
hubby, Todd Tucker.

We got Todd and his whole brood
Wednesday at LAX and he staunch-
ly defended his wife for choosing to
take part in the reality show.

If you didn't know, the 'Real
Housewives of Atlanta' star caught
some flak over the weekend when
some fans called her out for miss-
ing her son, Ace's school recital.

Todd is having none of'it, and want-
ed to make it perfectly clear that
Kandi's decision to join the CBS hit
show only came after she sat down

Distruction Boyz muso loses over 200k followers

JOHNNESBURG - A glob-

al Instagram glitch has led

to a social media meltdown

and Distruction Boyz muso

Zipho "Goldmax" Mthembu losing
over 200 000 followers in a matter
of minutes. Instagram users were
outraged on Wednesday when some
accounts suddenly lost thousands of
followers. Ariana Grande and Kylie
Jenner were among the hardest hit.
Ariana lost over three-million fol-
lowers, while Kylie lost two-million.
Locally, Goldmax was among the
worst hit losing two-thirds of his fol-
lowers. The star took to Instagram
yesterday moming to complain about
the losses and pleaded with Instagram
to sort their ish out. According to
Elle, there is speculation that the

PROTECTED: Kandi Burrus.

and talked to the whole family. In
fact, her daughter, Riley was at the
airport, too, and co-signed on that
sentiment. TMZ

LOSES: Muso Zipho.

problem started when the social media
giant went on a cleanup operation to
delete all spam, automated and fake
accounts. Times Live

Trevor Noah announces deets of second book

CAPE TOWN -

Trevor Noah is already

' owning2019and it's only

the second week of

February! The South African come-
dian recently bagged four nomina-
tions at the prestigious National
Association for the Advancement of
Coloured People (NAAQP) awards.
Trevor took to social media to express

i itude to his fans and explained

hls -
what The Daily Show With Trevor

Noah got nominated for.§

"Tha% excitement afier finding out
we’ve been nominated for four
NAACP awards: Outstanding Talk

: o Variety Show,
Series, OUSENCIE | ShowSerie,

Outstanding Hostina T:

-

NEW HEIGHTS: Trevor Noah.
Outstanding Writing in a Comédy
Series. Thank yousomuch to every-
one who's been a part of this jour-
ney!" Sowetan Live

LOS ANGELES-

Cardi B is proudly show-

ing off a new piercing,

and the tattoo artist who

gave it to her had no clue she was
a huge celeb!!! Luis Vega, the
owner of City of Angels Tattoos,
!c!]s TMZ, Cardi randomly walked
into his shop Monday looking to
get her lip pierced. Luis says he
didn't know it was Cardi — amaz-
ing, right - until they started talk-
ing. It's funny, Luis thought he
recognised her face, and initially
figured she was just a former client.
After Cardi told him she was from

Usher says he's okay after recording studio robbery

LOS ANGELES - You
wouldn't blame Usher
for being rattled less
than 24 hours after he nar-
rowly avoided a run-in with armed
robbers during a recording session,
however, he seems totally unfazed
by it.
Usher was out Wednesday in LA
when a photographer asked him
about the harrowing experience.
TMZ broke the story, the singer was
at the same WeHo recording stu-
dio as Rich The Kid when a sus-
pect pistol-whipped the rapper and
his entourage.
Usher still won't say anything about
the experience, but did have a mes-
sage for any fans concerned about

Prince Kaybee on love triangle, stolen songs

DURBAN- Prince Kaybee

has confirmed cheating alle-

gations involving his ex-girl-

friend and close friend, TNS. The

Charlotte hitmaker also responded

to claims of "royalty theft" leveled
against him by TNS.

Kaybee shared a lengthy statement
on Facebook in response to a Sunday
World report that claimed the Wajellwa
hitmaker allegedly didn't pay TNS
for songs they co-produced.

"I would like both the public and
the media to know that the allega-
tions made against me are false and
they are spread by Nkazimulo Ngema
with the intent to discredit my brand."
Prince accused TNS (real name
Nkazimulo Ngema) of spreading the
"lies" in order to tarnish his brand.

Lerato Kganyago's clap backs are getting more brutal -

PRETORIA- Not a day
. goes by that someone on
Twitter doesn't just ran-
domly come for Lerato
Kganyago and, while she may hay@
let them have it in the past, the chilli
in her clapback sure is increasing!
The Metro FM presenter can't even
breathe without offending some peo-
ple and this time it was her com-
ments on black people constantly
pulling each other down, that got one
tweep rattled.
The person tweeted that b?cal_:se
erato is a celebrity and not a "social-
ogost" (erm... whatever that means,
he might have meant sociologist),
she shouldn't comment on social

UNRECOGNISABLE:

Cardi B.

New York, Luis told her she looked
and sounded like Cardi, and that's
when light bulbs started going off.
T™Z

FINE: Usher.

his well-being.

As reported, the suspect or suspects
made a clean getaway after open-
ing fire Tuesday outside Westlake
Recording Studio. TMZ

CONTROVERSIAL: Prince
Kaybee. _

Kaybee said he especially felt betrayed
that TNS had allegedly taken his g]rl..
friend. Times Live

.

[ aal (]
ATTACKED: Lerato
Kganyago.
issues. To add fuel to the fire, the
troll also claimed Lerato doesn't qual-
ify as a black person."We do not
regard Lerato Kganyago as a black
person, therefore she cannot speak -
for us," the tweep said. Times Live

Lillian's life is on the ling, forcing Beauty intoa |
difficult posttion. Stil batting with his own demons,

~ Mpiyakhe's investigation of Ngwebedla leads

to another dead end. Niwenhle gives Busi a |

~ piece of her mind.

NEW SPY: Lincoln.

While Gabriel ties himself in knots, Lincoln
hires a menace to spy on him. Hendrik lands
himself in a surreal position. Makgorometsa's
date takes an unexpected tum.

Is it the end of the
road for Shumi?

= Moliehi gets ataste
= of her own

S medicine. Vho-
Mukondeleli relives
her youth.

 GETS A TASTE: Moliehi.

Gail is forced
to give David
an alibi. Dumi |
follows Sabelo |
tothe scene of |
the heist.

Mampho

DISCOVERS:
| Mampho.

discovers Joe
was lying all
along.
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The Most Confusing lyrics |'ve

ever Heard "if i Marry You, Wil
You Marry Me"

PICTURE OF THE DAY

Be more aggressive when it comes to
your infentions in a romantic situation,
Capricorn. |t would be a
great idea to impress your
foverwith a delicious home-
cooked meal on a night like
this. Put a bit more passion
nto the equation and relight the spark
{hat might have recently gone out. Don't
hesitate fo be the instigator in love.

Aquarius January 20 — February 18
[iwould be a good idea to socialize with
others today in a comfortable, open
setting. Say what you feel instead of just
coneentrating on what you think, Aquarius.
Bejustas good a listener
as you expect others fo
beforyou. Join a writing
circle ortake a painting
class. Your creativity is
koking foran outiet foday,
soyou might as well share this gift among

Pisces February 19 — march 20
Stick with what comes naturally, Pisces.
lfsomething feels difficult or abrasive,
this is a sign that your energy is better
used elsewhere. But
don't tum away until
you're sure that what
you'refacing is actually
a combative force
instead of your own
skewed sense of reality. You could be
overly sensitive about a given situation
and thereby making up scenarios that
don'teven exist.

' Aries March 21 — April 19
Your heart may feel extra loving today,
Aries, which is good, since you will
probably need it. There is most likely
someone close to you who
needsa it of some sort. You
may be like the tow truck that
anives to pull a car out of the
diich. Be careful when you
hook up the chains. Don't scratch the
bumper or pull too hard all at once!

Taurus April 20 — May 20
Youmay feel a bit protective
foday, Taurus, and with good
?50“- Others are likely to

aggressive when it comes
fomoving in on your teritory.
Be strong. Assure yourself L
a well as those in your charge tha
everything will be fine. Take reasonable
Precautions, but don't completely close
yousself offfo the outside world. Tha
at the gate could just as easily
provide much-needed help-

gemini May 21 — June

Youmay be a bit confused
Ioday, Gemini. More than
likely, it will be hard for
YoU to get an accurate
1ead on your emotions-
gﬂi of your :automat Pl
tions like this is 10 _
Partner for advice- Unfpr’cunateiy, this
%};ﬂay throw you nlr; ;
atailspin, What you Neet,
anyming"?s to Sper'I)C/f quality ime alone.

Canger June 22 — July 22

ake surée

Folow Us @
No Chill In Mzansi

- TODAY’S HOROSCOPE
Capricorn December 22 — Janu

ary19  you're setin your mind before you take

action today, Cancer. This is a terific
time to get things started. Following
ion shouldnt

through to complefion

be a problem. The difficult

part is taking that first step. ]
This can be easily done on o

a day like today, so don't
miss this opportunity when your infuitive
sense is extra keen.

Leo July 23 — August 22

Break through the potential moodiness
of the day, Leo. Burst into song while
walking down the street. Encourage
others to sing back to you, asiif your life
were an opera. Your —
creativity is extra strong at
this point, so let it shine in
unexpected areas of your
world. You have the
wonderful ability to tum even

the most mundane siuations into something
exciting.

Virgo August 23 — September 22
You may be plagued with restlessness,
Virgo, to the point that you may not be
able fo get anything done. If you sense
that this is happening fo
you even in the slightest
degree, stop whatever
you're doing and take a
break. Your work isn't
worth the sacrifice of your
sanity. Consider going to
a spa or call up a friend with a hot tub
s0 you can soak in some warm, relaxing
water for a while.

Libra September 23 - October 23
Be careful of exerting your will too strongly
toward someone who really isn't recepiive
toit, Libra. Be conscious of other people's
feelings. Be gentle when it comes to love
and romance. You have a yellow light,
which means thatit's OK fo proceed. Be
careful that the other

person is receptive to
your advances. Don't
come across as too
aggressive and end up Sk

making a fool of yourself,

Scorpio October 24 — November 21

Overall, this should be a pretty good day
for you, Scorpio, as long as you don't
get overly sensitive about certain things.
Your awareness is bound to be extra
sharp today, so use this ability to stay
alertand open fo what's
going on around you.
Perhaps you're feeling
a hit restless when it
comes tomattersofthe | N
heart. This is telling you —=eerees
to stop fidgeting and take action.

Sagittarius November 22 - December
21 s

This is one day inwhich your heart pounds
with excitement. For some reason,
Sagittarius, there's a quiet

voice inside waming that [ 4 2
youmay be geting yourself | {'ag”
into a great deal of frouble. M, .o

An enthusiastic approach

toward love may be necessary, but this
may not be the best day to act. People
are too sensitive and not necessarily that

impressed with your potentially abrasive

demeanor. )
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WS NOT HOME, IS SHE?
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( HOME WORD SEARCH

Puzzie
CHolce

WRITINGS

Can you find the hidden words? They may be horizontal, vertical,

diagonal, forwards or backwards.

CHETREUSTEREITRIC.S! J T E IN"NTOFSEQET
NEE -V ESHISSRESH NIV E S IRT ASESRETSE
| AAOBBICHRONI|CLEDDYV
BB U0 EDEE WA ) GO (L Y L ROR0
DITTOTEORPOSMGEE ILSCL
| HKPVOIGUIPSLTTMSUU
TOEY | TBRROS | UTOE E MM
ORREERNISARTNENRREE
RPURPACIOYPOLRVITNY
AT R ESLTSESAREGNTSHST B G Cr ARG
APATEI|I AADARCY IHKTVT
LERROCIYTADAPTATI ON
VARAE NS DS DROSSDABNRAESPEE S SIS OSEST
ELTMILORNTOMEHY JNGEX
REIEHNAIDEQPNCYNRSE
SDLMEFSGNITIRWHPSAT
EGYOTVHTPIRCSUNAMYL
MEMOIRSCXLEVYONOMEOP
NRESORPDNOITACILBUP

ADAPTATION, AUTHOR,
AUTOBIOGRAPHY BIOG-
RAPHY, BOOK, CHRONI-
CLE, COMPOSITION,
DIARY, DISSERTATION,
DOCUMENT, DRAFT, EDI-
TORIAL, EPIC, EPISTLE,
ESSAY, ISSUE, JOUR-
NAL, LEDGER, LETTER,

LIMERICK, LITERATURE,

MANUSCRIPT, MEMO,
MEMOIRS, NOTATION,
NOTE, NOVEL, PAPER,
PLAY, POEM, PROSE,
PUBLICATION, RECORD,
SCRIPT, SCRIPTURE,
SONNET, TEXT, THESIS,
TOME, TREATISE,
VERSE, VOLUME,
WRITER, WRITINGS.

A panda walks into a bar, sits
down and orders a sandwich.
He eats the sandwich, pulls
out a gun and shoots the
waiter dead.

As the panda stands up to
go, the bartender shouts, "Hey!
Where are you going? You just
shot my waiter and you didn't

PANDA

pay for your sandwich!"
The panda yells back at the

=

bartender, "Hey man, I'm a
panda! Look it up!"

The bartender opens his
dictionary and sees the
following definition for Panda:
"A tree dwelling marsupial of
Asian origin, characterised by
distinct black and white
colouring. Eats, shoots and
leaves."

£

USELESS FACTS

1. There are more plastic
flamingos in the US that there
are real ones.

2. The crack of a whip is
actually a tiny sonic boom,

J

system combined.

4. Hot water is heavier than
cold

5.The common idea that only
10 percent of the brain is used

since the tip breaks the sound | it not true as it is impossible
barier. to determine the actual
3. Jupiter is bigger than all  percentage because of the
the other planets inoursolar  complexity of the brain.
M J
BRAINTEASERS
QUESTIONS AND'/ANSWERS
Yesterday's the little boy's father.
Brainteasers How can this be?

1. Ava has 18 stick
insects. She gives away
all but six of them. How
many are left?

Answer: Six

2. Alittle boy and a

soldier in uniform are at
the park. The boy is the
soldier's son but the

\sordier in uniform is not

Answer: The soldierin
uniform is the boy's
mother.

Today’s Brainteasers
1. What thrives when
you feed it but fades
when you water it?

2. What tree does
everyone cary in their

hand?

o
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Newly single Brenda

as options! - Unmarried

BRENDA has found herself single
but net without suitors.

In the groundbreaking season pre-
miere of #Unmarried, her husband
was getting married to someone else.

The ceremony came toa tragic end
when her friends attended the wed-
ding and gave Brenda a heads up. She

was never ready for the rest of the
tea, the other women had a baby with
her husband. To make matters worse,
Donald handed over divorce papers
because he wanted out!

Lesego - The Security Guard

Girls night aways seems like a great
idea when you're single, but what hap-

...Broken Hearts on V-Day

I'T’S not all love and romance for
these couples on Mzansi Magic.

If you’re spending Valentine’s Day
alone and heartbroken, you’re really
not alone. These Mzansi Magic cou-
ples just couldn’t get love right this
Valentine’s Day and will be spend-
ing it heartbroken too. Which couple
do you wish would make amends and
rekindle the flame?

Cebile and Eddie — #iKhayaMzansi

Nothing kills love and trust like secrets
and lies. No one knows this better than
the Madimetjas! Cebile and Eddie’s
marriage was over before it began

because he already had'a wife in
Limpopo, Raisibe, who is his first love
and the woman he always meant to
e 0.

rb\;u/]ranent Raisibe found out about Cebile,

it was when she was moum]i?g h;r
i Now Raisibe
only daughter, Mosima. ‘
wants nothing to do with Eddlt? aJ_'xd
Eddie wants nothing to do with Cebile

because she killed Mosima.

While Eddie is trying to get back
together with his first love, she seems
to have already moved on with her
long-time friend, Tokelo.

It’s a long and complicated affair but
this will certainly be a lonely Valentine’s
Day for Eddie and Cebile.

Fezile and Qondi — #Isibaya

They are the Mzansi favourite cou-
ple who just can’t seem to get it togeth-
er. At first, power stood in their way.
Now, it is not very clear why Fezile
and Qondi can’t be together. He seems
to think it is because she became the
Queen Mother and is no longer on his
level. She feels betrayed by his rela-
tionship with Cebisile.

Will the greatest love story ever be
told again? What we know for sure
now is that with Fezile helping Cebisile
find her sister, Qondi is going to be
enjoying a very lonely Valentine’s
Day wondering if she should have
been more forgiving.

Khethiwe and Mndeni -

pens when we wake up with the secu-
rity guard from work? Lesego has
always been the polite guy from work,
always respectful and friendly. Tumns
out, he's also a bartender at the girls
favourite nightclub. Fast forward to
a few drinks, and she wakes up next
to him in the moming! Sure, he does-

#eHostelaMzansi

They are no longer Khethumndeni
— the couple separated on their wed-
ding day and now it is just Khethiwe
and Mndeni. The truth about Mndeni
killing Khethiwe’s father came out
and although she loves him, she can
never forgive him.

Should Mndeni have stayed away
from Khethiwe when he found out
what he had done to her family?
Regardless, Khethiwe and Mndeni
will both be shedding tears this Valentine’s
Day.

He loves her, but it seems she loves
him not.

Kentucky and Bongani—#Isibaya

Is there anything more painful than
seeing the love of your life moving
on? Yep, try seeing the love of your
life, who also broke your heart, mov-
ing on with your friend. Kentucky is
already seething at the thought of
Dabula and Ntwenhle being an item.
Valentine’s Day is going to b": any-
thing but romantic for her and just as
lonely for her ex, Bongani.

[t was the ultimate gesture of love:
Even after being humiliated by Mapula’s

n't have money but he seems like a
good guy. Isn't that the only thing that
counts?

Vuyo - The good looking actor

Vuyois the new guy pursuing Brenda,
and he's a total flame! Lesego actu-
ally had her eyes on him, but he was
fixated with Brenda's beauty. These

two have gone on their first date, and
the chemistry was lit! Vuyo had to
ask " Your place or mine?" , Brenda
q_uic¥dy put the brakes on the ques-
tion insinuating it was too soon, Was
it? Yoube the judge of that! However,
we think they would make a picture
pertect couple.

Donald - The ex husband

Well..ex husbands are always an
option! She is famiiar with Donald
and surely, it can't be that easy to get
over their relationship! Sure, he's a
cheater and a liar but she's single and
she needs to mingle. We think Donald
might want to work things out, when
he realises the perks of having a rich
wife are gone!

The boss

Brenda has two options, sleep with
her boss and get promoted OR don't
sleep with him and her life at work
could be really difficult! What should
she choose? She is highly capable at
her job, but the luck of being pro-
moted on merit will prove to be impos-
sible! If she's as ambitious as we think
she is, she might consider this. However,
her credentials speak for herself and
she could apply anywhere!

Stay glued to your screens to catch
how all of this will unfold, #Unmarried
airs every Wednesday at 8pm.

These two have gone
on their first date, and
the chemistry was lit!

hes'about j[he baby in front of family,
Otsile decided to forgive and beg her
to come back to hjm, However, it was
}‘10;[ meant to he, Mapula is back in
ohannesburg now and Otsile s still
lonely in Kweneng,

Vava Voom and Dam Dam
b'n]ey are definitely not broken up,
but Wlt]‘! Saddam fighting for his life
in hospxtal, it is £oing to be a grim
hvoi;:ie;“lé'le('isdl)ay for Lillian, Here's

a
- h/;gyekenf:el;e?uns through for her
He loves her, byt it seems she loves

igm I';Ot. Palesa s trying o get herlife
gether and move on from he past,

unfortunately for Cheez, he is part of
the past. Maybe a grand Valentine’s
Day gesture could bring the two togeth-
er, but it looks like Palesa and Cheez
are single this Valentine’s,

It may be the greatest tragedy of all
this month of love: Sengwayo’s new
wife has gone missing just days after
their wedding. It’s not that they don’t
want to be together, it is that they sim-
ply cannotbe. .. until Sengwayo finds
who kidnapped her and where she is
being hidden.

Which of these couples are you root-
ing for? Stay tuned to see if your favs

will get it together!
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adverts on the first publication da ﬁ
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General Notices
Legal Notices
Church Notices
Announcements
Change of Surmmame
Sales & Foreclosure
General ltems
Auctions

Services
lmimssas Opportunities
‘Restaurant, Catering 8 Office
Equipment

Garage sale
Other Business items

Malntenance & Construction

2404 8699 / 2404 3807 / 2505 2320

SERVICES
_“,_‘ Frcumglll;'l(ln oegs
‘24 hours + E800.00
deposit

8S
From E550.00 for 24
hours + E1100.00
deposit

VANS

From E600.00 for
24 hours + E1200.00
deposit

We allow cross borders. The deposit is
refundable. Daily, wnekly and monthly rental

Carters Mall Building Next to Hi-Fi Corporation,
industrial Sites in Mbabane

MBABANE BRANCH MANZIMI BRANCH
Tel: 2404 1088 Tel: 2505 3876
Cell: 7602 5928 Cell: 7812 1189

7630 2958 / 7608 9580 Email:
7802 0840 rent.a.car@swazi.net

www.rantacarsarvicos.mb!y.com

® XIANGZHILING

Fawerful ushroom-Rawe unedokatsls s the amswar suitshle for
oeEyone; no side effects
Xiangzhiling is made from an ancient herb used by anclent Chinese Emperors for over 2000
years. It is not a medicine but a natural multivitamin with high nutrient value. It helps the
to naturally heal itseif and restores it back to its normal function

IT FIGHTS THE FOLLOWING:

Ulcers 8

Stroke Herpes

Cancer Kidneys

Epilepsy Arthritis

Resisting Tumor Bronchitis

Sexual Problems Anti-Aging

Curing Constipation Anti-Allergy

Lowering Blood Sugar Regulates Diabetes

It has the trace element Regulates HIV /AIDS

Curing Chronic Asthma Protecting the Liver .
Lowering Blood Pressure Treating High Blood Pressure

Fertility (Womb Problem)

Finds us at Manzini-Ligaga building first floor office 109, Ezulwini. Corner
Plaza & Sibane Salon, Mbabane — Woedlands Shopping centre fembangweni)
Contacts 7637 6839

DOC:17847 Dx 04/03/19

Other Building & DIV
Plants, Trees & Flowers
Garden Furniture 8 Appliances

Tennis & squash

Other Sport
Caravans, Campers and Trailers
Leisure, Community and ‘
Events

Music and Instruments
Camping and Outdoor

Commercial

Farms and Vacant Plots
Holiday & Accommodation
Aaammts /Fiats [ Houses 1|

= = —

Music Equlpmunt, Amplifiers, - v

‘Equalizers & Speakers h -

Mobile Devices, Smart Phones et by deewy ———

& Tablets 5

Comp: Laptops, C ,

oyca : = 2019 REGISTRATION

Games, Gaming Consoles

Software Approved by SHEC
_Electrical Wiring- ! _Panel Beating &
_Plumbing. Spray Painting
_Maotor Mechanics. _Diesel Mechanics.
_Auto Electrical. _TLB Lessons {4wks],

_Health & Safety [6mnts] Full-time & Part-time.

ADDED COURSES CERTIFICATE .

_Civil Engineering To open Sounill
Agriculture 1. Sthobebweni
N cou Di 2. Mhiume

Finance Accounting (level |, 1 & 1i}]
‘Business English for Communication (level |, I} & Iil)
:Spreadsheet Processing Techniques (level I, 1t & lll),
pastel Accounting (level I, 11 & 1)
,cost & Management Accounting (level 1t}
::»:-Free driving lessons for one year courses<<<

e e 7602 5418

Ngwenva | Mbabane | Manzlnl 78324746
2447 4944 | 2404 0639 [ 2505 7476 ﬂammmgum

Ermallssia= il By

Barber

Wash / cut from E30

We specialise on weaves
Braids

Dreads

Natural hair

Massage

Nails (Manicure /Pedicure)

Botox ] = s g
( Free N >
Snack/

Find us @ Woodlands Shopping Centre ,
Embangweni Mbabane Contacts:76376839

We offer facials

Skin polish

Whitening tablets
Whitening soap & cream
Acne soap n cream
Reclaim your beauty

FRIDGE MASTERS & ELECTRICAL
. Fridge repairs.
« Car aircon Service E400.

o Cold rooms repair. ‘
Office and home aireon. :

Classics and Custom Builds
Trucks

Buses Farming

| Alreraft

Cl§§7’"§iﬁeds ‘

CAI.L OUR OFFICES @ 2404 1555 / 2404 3599

7844 5984-watsapp
7655 6850-v0|ce

WWW. observer org. sz

I‘l‘(‘ 0510319

- KUSILE KiT
1:[ SPITALITY

REGISTRATION FOR 2019 ON-GOING
DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES

@ FULL CATERING COURSE
?Now with Deaf Interpreter)
Include Waiting & Décor)
DECOR AND VENUE SET-UP
GENERAL OFFICE CLEANING

&
a
@ HOUSE HELPERS AND NANNIES
@
&
@

HOUSE KEEPING FOR HOTELS
GARDENERS & JANITORS

KIDDIES COURSE
(Basic Cooking & House Cleaning)

MANIINI

23053689
7614 3564
78113 5455

:404
I40a

| PLOT 956 Oon. cmsmwashn-l M-hatnne

Coptact 7585 57384 79355247

RIN 205869 DX-18/03118. |

< eShining Star Glassworks

LFY HEALTH & BEAUTY. SALON

FOR RENTAL

CALL: 76793960 FOR BOOKlNG

SPECIALS!! |

Windscreens fromE799 ..
Isuzu, Hilux, Nissain & imports

Glass, Alumnium sliding shower _
doors, Klingshield & Tinfing. &
. Quality Guarantggpd

Dx 04/03/19. RN 200151
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| |
IN ELECTRICALS & ELECTRONICS | FYTS I (o verics__g ( VACANCY )
LHLY & ELE ) et
‘ TVs, Fridges, Radios & ; NINJA - THE
Speakers, Washing Machines, | INSTITUTE d FOR snl! A competitive salon/ spa around
Microwaves, Repairsand | e DREADLOCK compeutv Sp un
Spares Supplies. N-SE;?;SM:;E;EA KING Mbabane is looking for an
: O icv ELECTRICAL (For Afro & experienced therapist with
i _',"_ i M H . g 3 . .
AFRICAN CITY HCCaL, e speciality in facials , massage , nails
BUILDING CHEMICAL, Ok
CARTERS MALL BUILDING, GWAMILE COMPUTER 9
BEHIND HI-FI CORP ENGINEERING, H.R Mazda 2 Demio, Contacts : 76341494 / 161713045
76216784, 24047449 STREET, MANAGEMENT, 2007 model. -
socisas Dy a2avis M MBABAHE, AA;:SAT. Fuily registei':d Dx 19 Feb 2019 DOC.18799
‘ Mileage less than
ESWAT]"’ Experienced BOGOﬂkl'ﬂ K
Lecturers & Price Efilﬂoo
Hostel Faciliti tiable.
upraaing | USRI KUBATULI
Approved by tf
v proieiby e 76792224 CORPORATE
Education ( i
igcse Bl | |Crouching  E250 Business plans, Tax & Accounting services,
| Baobah ExpressPrinters and Stationery Sgese Hillside College, [R)iéouch Egg property investment advisory,
| aobab Express Furnitre 3 anzini. company reg, trading licence, Busi
and Baohab Express Furniture Supply. Call us on 25058856 1 7641 1163 | NS s NN P Ymciing = hu?nan Hiin Usiness
| | Office/School Desks, Chairs, Typek, Stationery, 78274484 7641 1138 (Wax) E150 FROFESSIONALISME QUALITY.SUCCESS
| Receipts/ Invoice Books, Business cards. Fixing E350 Email: info@kubatuli.com
j Call: 2404 0491 / 7637 2858 /| 7615 7325 ___RINIOTI08 Ox220eh 0 RIN 205235 Dx 20 FEB 19 BMW 1 series Tel: 2416 2161 Cell: 3460 0653 / 7835 2962
E DOCi17105 Dx 15 FEB 2019 | — TR Get new styles 2006 model 2 Adress: Corner Plaza, Ezulwini
; UPGRADING CENTRE ' ideas & Tweez for Fully registered.
| FORSALE  Seestremsse el I Mlexaalncs e | OBSERVER
{ 90'000km.
[ . m:;:‘?élﬁc“ Salon at Shop No. Price E82'000 Send us your Classmed*ﬂdveyg
i 14, negotiable. 1. Send your Classified Ad'via Wha a
[ near Hope House Shoprite Building, Contact 2. Get a Quotation via same platiom. .~ « #
! m : Pall: 7672 4904 Manzini 76792224 3. Send Payment via MobileEli;r:yY A; -
| igle igg's FRUNZ05286 DX02/03/19 —
} Peak) : Call/Whatsapp: e
| Call: 76043033 g Trouble finding a job, +268 7820 1050 1 2 3
I g\“e you are sick I Convenience
i problems in Mariage, Facebook: aEYOUESIRIGT tps:
' Bweus fun m Business, Bonkhe |Samudini Yahaya/
I - OlREET, labafuna kutsatsana Ninja Mazda Verisa,
| Mhlaleni, Matsapha. MBABANE kanye nenhlalakahle | zmsoc i 2005 model.
| 3 emindenini yabo Fully registered.
g 4.5" - E6.50 ESWATINI a " bb k?l I tk ;e 7-=ELECT 1500cc horse
s " ngitobakhulekela -
i HILLSIDE COLLEGE We offer utorals in ek | INSTANT Bt e
| ccaciman -
i pray for you. | have CTR 76792224, -
| E call Matric coraahelorsof || been doing this since e .
{2 » 2 | 1984.Prophet Henry
L 7623 9132/ registrations e 24 HRS Security SWAZ] waeens
- § 79239132 SGCSE Nod i divee Alarms e
; : Call us on Mbabane PTS . ooy Cameras 088!“““ prees s T
‘ num[ srnnl Upgr ?d’ngﬁ 7821 4 48 4 Ethangeni *Automation Gates
Experienced LR * Networking ——
| motiesirs | Teachers, L e CLASSIFIEDS
. business for sale in { Hostel facility Sysgtlems
| Matsapha. Contact | gyajlable. Word of God Contact: BMW 320i, 2007
I 7841 2329 e =
| oo PRO-LEARNING || Bible School 35029766/ odel: : Sl
| Hilisige || PEOEEARN s | ruvegsoe, || o ERVICES AT E50
j, 3. S 79074608 Mileage less than s R E =Y FAE LIS
— College KASHALI 90'000km. e R 4 !
. Manzini anjs‘:;rnl:f HIGH RIN 201117 DX10/03/19 Price 5_35'000
| 2505 8856 / || (soMNKATIUBOVU) T ":3:::12'; =
| 7641 1168 $
i = || anyone from FICETO LET
} rodiines LIMITED SPACES || anywhere is OF ;
" FORM 1-5 welcome Office g\uaﬂatﬂe
R/N 205235 Dx20FEB19 | GRSEI%??C? 12 immedlately'
(Matric) Saturdays Call 78311662
F@RM 5& Mamc R/N:201733 DX:18Feb19
~ upgrading. "
o Adul,t__da‘sses Cell;
| (F1 - F5) Evenings. 78531781
Expe | RN 201728 DX15/03/19
‘With hostels
available.
LANGUAGE  Visit the school in -
fi ~ Ngwane Park
o B 0d 0 e
g vyl Or call 76118139
Bepbh Rt TRUCK FOR SALE
C/ boo0 s e | MAN TGS26-480
vouEs a0t AR ) Double Axle Truck & Trailer

For sale in Manziﬁ'i
E 450 000 neg

Courses Level
1,2,3 whatsapp

76548117
i Call: 76398839 for more info.
EE'SE"'EH g Maninl: Opposis Sutaite Bus Ran below Hub Cell: +268 7639 §839 Tel: +268 2505 8455
o = .
e e - _
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Clussifieds @

Lady with a
qualification in
Journalism, media
Studies, and
Secretarial and
admin. Almost 10
years in Marketing
and sales. Great
communication
skills. Contact
76031199,

A femaie graduate
qualified with an
associate degree in
Business
Management
seeking for a job with
experience 2 years
in sales consultant
and front desk.
please call
76385465/

78421012

A male graduate
holding an associate
degree in event
management, with
experience in Public
relations and media
Call:76718381

A male graduate
gualified with an
associate degree in
creative multimedia.
Seeking for an
internship with
experience in design
and marketing. Call:
78276140

Looking for an
internship. 23 years
old young man
pursuing my
Assaciate Degree in
International Tourism
seeking for
internship. Please
call:

7847 5328

A female seeking for
a Job, with an
Associate Decree in
Business
Management. | have
2 years experience
in accounting for
information
contactme at

+268 76756937/
+268 79766938

Male 24 years old,
graduate qualified
with an Associate
Blegree 10

Architecture

Technology

seeking for a job with
experience in being a
Draughtsma B
Building Design and
Building Services.
B e a & @
call:76995054/
79995054.

I'am a male student
qualified with an
Associate Degree in
Business
Management
seeking for an
Internship in
department of
Accounting Call:
76712630

Swazi citizen.
experience: -
Elections Clark in
year 2013. -5 year
driving 8 tone truckin
one of the companies
in Swaziland from
2015-2019.
Educational
background: Form5
certificate, .computer
certificate, firefighting
certificate, diploma
basic ambulance
assistance. Contact:
+26876870274
email:normanzwide
06@gmail.com

A lady of 25 years
with BSc in Business
Management and
Administration Cell:
76527128

Centre Management
Call: 76539033

A female of 27 Years
‘holder of a Diploma in
Social Work &
Community
Development - Cell:
76384886

A female of 23 Years
holder of a Diploma in
Social Work &
Community
Development - Cell:
78509535

A female of 23 Years
holder of a Diploma in
Social Work &
Community
Development - Cell:
78528286

A female of 27 Years
holder of a Graduate
Diploma in Social
Work & Community
Development - Cell:
76665965

A female of 22 Years
holder of a Graduate
Diploma in Social
Work & Community
Development - Cell:
76592497

A female of 24 Years
holder of a Diploma in
B usiness s
Management &
Administration Cell:
76212347

Lady of 33 years with
Graduate Diploma in
B us ines s
Management and
Administration- Cell:
76136049

Lady of 31 years with
BSc in Accounting &
Finance - Cell:
76411405

Lady of 24 years with
Graduate Diploma in
Accounting &
Finance Cell:
78109617

Lady of 42 years with
Graduate Diploma in
Social Work &
Community
Development -Celk:
76237836

B

Lady 26 years old
with Diploma in Call

A male of 23 Years
hoider of a Diploma in
Information
Communication
Technology- Cell:
7608 3697

A male of 23 Years
holder of a Diploma in
Information
Communication
Technology- Cell:
76242672

A male of 24 Years
holder of a Graduate
Diploma in Accounting
& Finance- Cell:
78293787

A female of 28 Years
holder of a Graduate
Diploma in Accounting
& Finance- Cell;
76113574

Male with Certificate in

MVM (Diesel /HP.
Cell: 76361044

Male with Certificate

i MV (Diesel /HP.

Cell: 78158069

Male with Certificate
in MVM (Diesel /HP.
Cell: 78485546

staying current with
developing
automotive
technologies and
systems auto
electrician looking for
a freelance auto
electricAl  job call
76525384/

79681444

Female with
Certificate in Health &
Safety Cell:
76254239

Female with
Certificate in Health &
Safety Cell:
78440771

Female with
Certificate in Health &
Safety Cell:
78617271

Female with
Certificate in Health &
Safety Cell:
76662283

Male with Certificate
inLight Motor Vehicle
Cell: 78672015

Male with Certificate
in Light Motor Vehicle
Cell: 78714289

Male with Certificate
in Light Motor Vehicle.
Cell: 76846113

I am a male seeking
for internship in
Information
Technology (IT)
Please call:
76893399

Good final year IT
student. Skills include
Desktop Application
and web
development and
networking. Good
with java, c++, himl,
bootstrapand php.
76404197

Alady 28 years of age
holding a degree in
HR plus a diploma in
secretarial frm

SCOT.6 years wrking *

experiance as a
P.Acn be contacted at

cebogm@gmail.co

m

Committed to

perfecting skills and

A male graduate
qualified with an
Associate Degree in
Creative Multimedia
seeking for a job, with
experience in
corporate identity and
knowledge of Adobe
Creative suits &
microsoft office suit.
Please call: 78528819

25 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have Diploma in
Secretarial and
business skills with 2
year experience as
Office administrator.
Contact 76185052

23 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have Diploma in
Secretarial and
Business skills with 1
year experience as
office clerk. Contact
76916993

22 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have secretarial and
business skills with 1
year experience as
office clerk. Contact
78101029

24 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have Diploma in
secretarial and
business skills with 1
year experience as
office administrator.
76778627

24 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
Have AAT level 3 with
experience as payroll
officer. Contact
76644202

26 year old guy is
looking for a job. |
have AAT level 3 with
1 year experience as
account clerk. Contact
76309464

25 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have AAT level 3 with
1yearexperience as
accountclerk. Contact
76922414

Female graduate with
an Associate degree
in Film and Television
Production seeking
for a job, with
experience in video
shooting and editing.
Please call 76818487/
79481157. Thank you.

lady with an advanced
diploma in
procurement and
supply chain, plus a
Bcom, good
experience and a light
duty driver seeks
employment Call
76810335

Lady with Advanced
Diploma in Accounting
and Bachelor of
Commerce -Rusj
Management seeking
a job. Vast work
experience. Call
76447499

| am female graduate
with an Associate
degree in Film and
Television Production
seeking for a job, with
experience in video
shooting and editing.
Please call 76818487/
79481157. Thank you.

25 year old is looking
for a job. | have
diploma in secretarial
and business skills
with 1 yearexperience
as receptionist.

Call: 76334732

diploma in accounting:
and finance, computer

literate, 9 years
experience in
administration and
accounting. Call
76483492

Auto Electrical
repairs, installation,
rewiring, diagnosis/
scanning call/
WhatsApp 76525384

Lady with an
Advanced Diploma in
Finance and
Accounting with 3
years working
experience as
Accountant. Seeking
forajob.7691 8493

Am a male 26 with a
Bachelor's degree in
commerce majoring in
Management from
Uneswa. Looking fora
job. My cell: 76637310

A male of 23 years
old,seeking for job in
earth moving
machinery,| have
bulldozer certificate
WTH 3 years
experience WTH
heavy duty driver s
licence

+268 76952973

Hello, | am a female
with a certificate in
Joumnalism and mass
Communication and
BA in Government
Administation and
Developmet with
more than ten years
experiance as Admin
Seretary Seeking

"employment. Contact:

76158953 Thank you.

A male, 26 years
seeking employment,
with Dip. business
Management,
Certificate’ in project
management.

Have vast experience
in sales, marketing
and communications,
with excellent public
speaking,
presentation, and sale
closing technigues.
Computer literate.
Contact: 76140559/
79052632

A 30 year old lady with

A male graduate
holding a B.A
Humanities majoring
in History and African
Languages (SiSwati)
& Literature as well as
a Post Graduate
Certificate in
Education (P.G.C.E)
with 5 years
experience, looking
for a teaching job.
Phone: 22176380
Cell: 78299587/
79299587

A qualified Multimedia
Professional with

experience in Video
Production, Sound
editing, Photography,
2D animation, 3D
Todeling, Magazine
layout, Logo and
Banners design etc. Is
seeking employment.
Contact: 76554623

Good morning please
help me find a Job,
am a lady 30 years
with- a diploma in
accounting. +268
76734837

Alady 27 years ofage
hoiding a HTS
certificate from TASC
and Certificate
Psycho-Social
Support from
UNISWA looking for a
job,with experience in
HIV testing &

Counseling Including

Rapid Testing and
Plebotomy.Please
Call: 76683787/
76545456

Male, with Bsc.
Agricultural
Economics and
Agribusiness
Management, from
UNESWA Contact
no.: +26835021759

Alady 29 years of age
holding a diploma in
secretarial and
business skills with
four years working
experience as a
secretary persuing a
diploma in procument
and supply also
having two years
driving experience
contacts:siphililenyaw
odlamini@gmail.com
cell:78135832

26year old lady with a
diploma in
Entrepreneurship and
a Btech in Business
administration
seeking for
employment
78415191

Lady with Associate
Degree in Event
Management with
experience in Stock
Control and Customer
Service, seeking
employment,
Contact 76839615

fI.ASSIFI

ossuvu‘l

Looking for Employment
ADVERTS FOR JOBSEEKERS
BEWARE OF SGAMMERS

Do not fall for a job promise in exchange for money
(VALID FOR 30 DAYS)
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1 e TR =T Condolences
3 | | - = i \""-,‘ - 'I.'
| L '
ol | o y v
b J Funeral: 16/02/2019 Fi Death !s
E Funerqt: 16/02/2019 Vigil: 15/02/2019 zﬂ;;’arlg/sglzgg ; -
| Place: eGolf Course Place: eMdumezulu Place: Jamehlungwini Only d
Funeral: 16/02/2019 ; : Kwatiswa tihiobo || Kwatiswa tihlobo Relatives of Mahlabane -
|
|

Vigil: 15/02/2019 . .
nebangani ba Ndumeni | nebangani neslowasa | | Mngometulu  are bndge

Place: eNhiambeni

| | Letta Dlamini( La || Setsabile Mamba lutsi notified of his demise.

| Kwat;swa tihlobo ta | Makhubu) lobekahizla e || akasekho emhlabeni. | | Funeral on Saturday 16

S eta Matse Trelawny Park |Umlindzelo || February 2019 after a towards
lobekafundza e St kaM ini kutsi || ungalesihlanu bese igh igi

; : TR a anzmlhhs i uﬁElwa e ?lg htI vigil it ¥ . -

| : a o em eni, amehlungwini ka ' ®,

_m“gmo’“;’e”mim, smva wekugats | 1670272015 || snewan o EESERI yet will | hope in him;

Though He slay me,

! | sikhatsi lesidze. | emdumezulu. Announcement by
ekweceni  eNhlamberii | | ; ' Ahi
| Utawufihlwa eGolf || Simemetelo sikhishwa || family. 1 =
nebaka Maseko | | cource Cemetry || ngumake wakhe : W|th GOd. I WI” SUI"e|)/

~ekhabonina |
eBulandzeni.
Utawufihlwa
eNhlambeni
ngeMgcibelo emva
kwemlindzelo
ngalesihlanu. Siteshi |
kuse Ntokozweni. 630pm 15/02/2019. 1
| Simemetelo sikhishwa | Stk kb .f’ f )
| ngu Mkhulu wakhe | f i

| . ngemalangeni
| Mduduzi Bhembe = S
\

ikaManzini: ngeMigcbelo ‘ lomkhulu egameni
mhlaka 16 kulesetulu. j lemndeni.

inkondzo iawubanjewa | ————— Nerhintla Mamba. - | Certamly defend m)/ Wa)/S to

khona ekhaya nga 545 ‘i :
ekuseni. Kute ,r Mﬂ;ﬁAbdrnf\Hnm Hea\leﬂ IS his face.
rejoicing

umlindzelo, kutaba J
foranother  The LORD is close to

| nenkonzo lemfisha i

= - Sobhiyose. ' B—

! oo | | Vit 13/02/3019 soul has brol h d:
| sk b % i e the broken-hearted;
| = i Caleb Fana Diudk g ives and fi .

| E i \ ﬂg;;ﬂsi%%fgg %E;;% flnally reached He rescues those

| ? Kwatiswa tihlobo | | dermise. She will be laid his true o .

| - orenia Wt | s cn e s whose spirits are

{| Ufihiwa 16/02/2019. || on Friday 15/02/2019 at
Kunemlindzelo || calvary Methodist |
ngalesiHlanu || church Ermembafat]

akasekho  emhlabeni. | | and memorial senvice home. CrUShEd-

i
|
1
|

|
|

Funeral: 16/02/2019 :
Vigil: 15/02/2019 | | " Funeral: 16/02/2019 || 15/02/2019. ||

| Spm. !

| Place: eNkamanzi

Vigil: 15/02/2019 i Simemetelo sikhishwa
| Kwatiswa tihlobo Place: eNgololweni b sk f
b a n g a n || Kwatiswa tihlobo [ = e B
| nebasemsebentini kutsi | | pemdeni wababe Caleb
| Musa_Patrick Mazya | | Fapa Dludiu kutsi

It's almost unbearable
: | when so much hope
| mou ?T:I?b:n; | Eliszkaou ?T:Iib‘:,n; Death br “Ups palk that line can mf; feal no wordl conld ease :
j'f@EMgﬂbeb' 16/02/19 | | eNgololweni | whal we z‘mm fcct’ bul wnth faa’ fher oy 18 a‘er‘mﬁ/ sealed turns In deep ‘SorrOW
2 ke nwngiﬁb e afr(/ w&cf ff/ éo/‘ HEHIIHES . -
A A\ , wishing you much

' kwemlindzelo | | 16/02/2019 emva
| pgalesinlanu khona kwemlindzelo s m‘m/

| ekhaya lakhe wangalesihlanu | |

| eNkamanzi phansi | | 15/02/2019. ' - N ; ' h
5KweMdzimba. ;?Semneteio sikhishwa ' Strengt

| Simemetelo sikhishwa | | ngu Fidza na Veli Diudiu & /
| ngulabulani Maziya ; egameni lemnden. 67/(63/67 ernces
| egameni lemndeni. i

=25 %  WELCOME TO
l.f Dups We are proud 'DUPS FUNERAL
| ' " _HOME |
— to embrace Voo
Traditional Values, Modern Principles Fi - : &
traditional values, diversity,
and innovation in honouring the
spirit and life of each person

we Serve.
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- Spurs seize control
after late flurry

LONDON - Tottenham produced a
seintillating second-half performance
tobeat Borussia Dortmund 3-0 in the
first leg of their Champions League
last=16 tie at Wembley.

Heung-Min Son scored for the fourth
game in a row to put Spurs ahead in the
47th minute.

Jan Vertonghen then volleyed in from
Serge Aurier's cross in the 83rd minute
before substitute Fernando
Llorente headed in from a
comer (86). Dortmund looked
shell-shocked and now have
amountain to climb in the
return leg on March 5.

The Bundesliga e
leaders had looked ¥~
the brighter side -
inthe first half but
they could not

ninth in 11 games against Dortmund -
set the tone for a dominant finish from
Mauricio Pochettino's side that has put
them on the brink of the last eight for
the first time since 2011. Such a one-
sided result in favour of Tottenham
looked unlikely early in the game as
Dortmund started positively. Spurs did
see an eighth-minute shot from Lucas
Moura whistle just past the post, but
they were fortunate not to fall
behind when Juan Foyth lost
the ball in his own
box and Christian
8\ Pulisic failed to
L beat Llonis atthe
near post.
The lively Jadon
Sancho asked
questions of

Tottenham's defence, but Dortmund
could not find the final pass.

Thomas Delaney's shot from outside
the box was palmed out by Hugo Lloris
before Spurs started to threaten as
Christian Eriksen fired over and then
Roman Burki saved with an outstretched
leg from Son.

Dortmund went close to breaking the
deadlock late in the first halfbut Lloris
produced a brilliant diving save to claw
away a header from Dan-Axel Zagadou
on the line.

Spurs looked a team transformed after
half-time as they attacked with more
vigour and intensity.

Son opened the scoring in the 47th
minute when he volleyed in from
Vertonghen's cross, before Vertonghen
fired over after a driving run and then
Eriksen shot at Burki. Dortmund were
pinned back inside their own half and

Asensio, VAR help
snatch victory against Ajax
AMSTERDAM - Real Madrid precious away goals in the second

needed a late winner from Marco  half.

Asensio and VAR's debutinthe  Hakim Ziyech's equaliser at least

Champions League to beataspir-  keeps Ajax in touch heading into

ited Ajax 2-1in the first leg of the the second leg at the Santiago

last 16 on Wednesday. Bemabeu but Asensio's 87th-minute
Ajax have not beaten Madrid in ~ winner was a sucker-punch in a

24 years and thought they wereon  match the Dutch team had largely

their way at the Johan Cruyff Arena ~ dominated.
when Nicolas Tagliafico headed ~ Their ruled out opener will only

match Spurs when
theyraised theirlevel =

Spurs added to their lead late in the

game.
Sky Sports

home after a Thibaut Courtoiserror.  add to the sense of what might have

But referee Damir Skominajudged  been and it was no surprise to see
Dusan Tadic to be offside upon  acluster of red and white shirts sur-
review and Madrid showed no pity  rounding the officials at the final

on their youthful opponents, Karim
Benzema and Asensio scoring two

whistle.
AFP

after half-time. _
Son's goal - his

Ramos denies intentional booking

AMSTERDAM - Real Madrid
captain Sergio Ramos has
denied he intentionally picked
upabooking against Ajax in
the Champions League, despite
initially suggesting otherwise.

Ramos fouled Kasper Dolberg
with Madrid leading 2-1 in the
closing stages of the last-16
first-leg tie in Amsterdam,
ruling him out of the
etumlegatheBemaben. %

A suspension at this
stage of the competition
reduces the risk of miss- |
ing a match in the final
rounds.

Inhis pest-match inter-
ViewRamos told reporters
he would "be lying if I
said I didn't force the
booking", describing
theactas a "tough deci-

-

‘Sanchez is hopeless
and a big disgrace

ez has seen his recent

5 d ‘a
= ester United brandt_a
showings for Manch ccusing the Chilean

dbgm e, wi a
with Paul Ince ¢pillion miles away

LONDON - Alexis Sanch

of being ‘a joke’ and a
from being at his best’-

Aman acquired by the

siown in him during 2 di
Old Trafford.

He was considered
$apped up ahead of 11V
0fManchester City. Sanche?
tied just five goals an
g displays. The moS
When stepping off the beN®
League defeat to Paris 521"

Red Devils from Arsenal

; d to justi
I January 2018 has su-ugglfm it 12 months at

a coup when
from the likes
has, however, deliv-
s of disappoint-
of those came
_() Champions
¢ Germain. Goal

to be quite
al interest

d a serie
t recent
nchina 2

sion'.

However, the Spain interna-
tional took to Twitter on
Wednesday evening to deny
manipulating UEFA's rules
around suspension.

“In a game there is
always a lot of ten-
sion and you have

to take decisions in seconds.
The best thing about tonight
was the result, the worst that I
will not be in the second leg
due to one moment in the game,"
he wrote.

"] want to make it clear that
this hurts me more than it
would hurt anyone, I did
 not get the yellow card
. on purpose, just like the
' last yellow card I got in
= the competition.

"Twill be supporting from

" . J the stands like any other

- fan hoping we get into the
quarter-finals."

Ramos faces a further one-

match ban if he is found

~ guilty of purposely

obtaining a book-

ing.

Sky Sports

fy the faith
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Klopp faces
touchline ban

LONDON - Jurgen Klopp has been charged
by The FA over comments he made about
referee Kevin Friend following Liverpool’s
1-1 draw at West Ham.

The FA wrote to Klopp the day after his side
had been held at the London Stadium to ask for
his observations over an interview he gave to

Barcelona expecting
Lionel Messi to sign
another contract

B@RCELONA -Lionel Messi ~ Old Boys before he finishes his  edged that Barca must begin to ! INtervi
will stay at Barcelonaand his ~ carcer. But Bartomeudoesnot  prepare for an inevitable depar- Sky Sports; Friend and his assistant linesman
relationship with the clubwill  want to see Messi leave theclub,  ture at some stage. had failed to spot James Milner was offside in
last "forever", aceording to  confident a new contract will  He told Radio 5 Live: "T know the build up to Sadio Mane’s goal.
Club President Josep Maria  beagreedto keephimatCamp  one day Lionel will say he's Klopp, who was involved in a heated exchange
Bartomeu. Nou for the remainder of his  retiring. "We have to prepare Rakuten with West Ham Manager Manuel Pellegrini
Messi, 31, is enjoyinganoth-  career. "Leo Messi will con-  the club for the future. after the game, said that: “T think the referee
er fine season with the Catalan  tinue with us," Bartomeu told "We are bringing great young knew at half-time. .. he knew for sure at half-
giants, having scored 21 goals RKB."Heisaclubplayerand players to the team because we time and then you saw a lot of strange deci-
inas many La Liga games this  the relationship will continue  need to continue this era of suc- sions.”
When Klopp faced the written media later

cess. That's our responsibility."
Bartomeu added during his

forever. "He has told us that he
wants to continue. We have

season, with Barea six points

clear at the summit. that evening, his tone was significantly differ-

ent and he was much contrite; by that point he

The Argentine star has just offered himanew contractover  discussion with RKB that he
over two years lefton hisBarca  five years and I hope we will  expects Emnesto Valverde to had seen replays of Mane’s goal.
contract and will be 34 when it  continue discussing the deal."  remain at the club for the fore- After considering the Liverpool manager’s
reply, the FA felt there was sufficient grounds

seeable future, adamant he will |
stay even if they win no tro-
phies this season. Goal

While keen to keep Messi at
Camp Nou for as long as pos-
sible, Bartomeu has acknowl-

expires. Messi has previously
stated his desire to play in his
native Argentina with Newell's

to charge Klopp and he has until 6pm next
Monday to submit his plea.

The FA released a statement in which they
said they believed he had questioned the match
official’s integrity.

Mashaba 1s worried
Rantie could be lost

PSL to announce new date for Nedbank Cup clash

had the game in the bag. Kerr |
feels sorry for supporters who

JOHANNESBURG - The

stadium and the home club.”

The statement read: “Jurgen Klopp has today

;‘ been charged with a breach of FA Rule E3.

“Itis alleged that comments he made in a post-

match interview following Liverpool's league

|

Premier Soccer League last  Rule 14.20 in the PSL hand- { : :

night confirmed Black book says: “Ifamatchispost- came out to the stadium hop- | gar;g lé;gaggzgxszigﬁ? é,;rzllt ():‘31;) ?hEEbrflg
JOHANNESBURG - Former Bafana L-eopards and Bidvest Wits  poned or abandoned duetothe  ingto seea good game of foot- | ti:m ed ﬂ; ¢ integrity of the match referega?l dlor
Bafana coach Shakes Mashaba is pained did not agree on playing their  unsuitability of the ground  ball. ' implied bias
by the situation of striker Tokelo Rantie, Nedbank Cup Iast 16 clash  caused by inclement weather, '"No, no, no, I never think that. | Daily Maii
who is without a.club at the moment. today. the state of the pitch or for any 'It was oply at half-time, know- |

Rantie is said to be having personal prob- The match at Thohoyandou oﬂ}er reaspn,_but not bccause ing Gavin [Hm;] hewouldhave - |

lems that are affecting his football, which Stadium was called off last night  of insufficient illumination from  come out in the second half 1
has seen him go from having a playing career clge to heavy rain which lefithe  floodlights, the league willset  more determined not to lose," i !!
in Europe to not making a single first-team P{f&; “lest:riﬂg;ggld. o oab aq?lﬂ];zrd]ateczin I‘zhli::ll:h a?:i;cnti K.f}r;:;gr the supporters, th ‘

) ] : e just met the two clubs.  will be played. In st s, they | : :
:?g;éﬁi;gofl‘; r(;: g:gg?}ig ;g:?; Ll;,eh‘::(? We were trying to discuss the ~ all records of an abandoned had to make their way home ' KlOppl who was lI.WOIVEd na
coach Benni McCarthy. possibility of playing on Thursday ~ match wx!l bqexpunged except  and it was mght.ume as w_'ell, - heated exchange with West Ham

In Europe, Rantie played for Malmo in (yesterday), unfortunately there  that any dismissals that occurred it was loadshedding at the time ! M l PBH .. aft
PE: and they couldn't see where | Maﬂagﬂ diie EngIll er

Sweden, Bournemouth in England and
Genclerbirligi in Turkey.

Recently McCarthy spoke of how disap-
pointed he was that things did not work out
with Rantie. He said: "When you have per-

1s no agreement, which means
that the League will set a new
date for this fixture," PSL head
of communications Lux
September told the media after
the game last night.

will remain in force.”

Rule 14.21 says: "In the event
of a replay because of the unsuit-
ability of the ground due to
inclement weather the league
will be responsible for all rea-

they were stepping in.

"There were a lot of cars up
to the roof flooded with water,
some cars you know you could
Just see the rooftop in the mall.

the game, said that: “T think the
referee knew at half-time...
he lmew for sure at half-time
and then you saw a lot of strange

tSI? ;1 ael)(}:;zt)z:nn;s;cs)z:;ggl: sityg;: ft)];]et l;::::; "Obviously we have to look sonabk? cost§ incurred." By the time I went outafter 10
of a human being." at the conditions of this stadi- ~ Despite being 1-0 up at the  minutes of t%le announcement, dECiSiUHS"
Mashaba. who coached Rantie in the senior U™ the conditions of the field  time it was abandoned, Leopards you couldn't see the grass, it i ‘
national s gave his thoughts on the mat- to ensure the pitch is playable. ~ coach Dylan Kerrsaysthey did ~ was covered in water."
] We will be in contact with the  not for one second think they  Kick-Off

ter, saying clubs need to know their playe'rs.
“I am more worried, because I worked with
that boy. I know what he can offer,” Mashaba
said with a look of a man who is really con-
cerned. . ‘
“But what we don’t know his private life.
Unfortunately we did not have time, which
is what we need to do as teams. Know at
least part of your players” lives, how they

live, what they do, are they mam'eq aqd where : will
a;:e they are staying. Sometimes it gives you goal f?l' Amakhosi agamst The
a chance to sitowith him to say “Lknow you Magic FC at Nelson Mandela

ried.‘how is your life?” But if you Bay Stat_llum on Sugday. :
are ma , New goalkeeper Daniel Akpeyi

don’t know those things, then you can’t go

to him. g
“With Tokelo, I am pleading. When you

have him up front, you know that you have

; av all the systems you e L
= Oppormmtthgupc]:ai play ong striker up is cup-tied. : keeper Bruce
want to play. s sniffer, you can - Akpeyi made his debut for the Boina
’ Soweto giants in the Soweto
Derby last weekend, but will be
watching from the sidelines this
weekend as Bvuma gets an oppor-
tunity to impress.

Virgil Vries, who made a cou-

front, you can play him a

: where.” :
play him any t to lose a talent like that,

He continued: “Bu nt
not because he 10st form or got injured but

because of things W€ don’t know, that real-

ly pains me.”
Kick-Off

Bruce to stand goalkeeper for Chiefs against The Magic FC

JOHANNESBURG - Kaizer
Chiefs coach Ernst Middendorp
has confirmed that goalkeep-
er Bruce Bvuma will start in

played for Chippa United in the
Nedbank Cup last 32 against
Mamelodi Sundowns, a game
the Chilli Boys won 2-1, so he

|-

as back-up for the match.

Y J

CUP-TIED: Goal-

a8
4-.:\\

ple of errors which cost Chiqfs Bvuma, meanwhile, has not
in league matches played in mﬂdeaﬂyﬁrst—teamappearances
January, will be on the bench for Amakhosi this season, play-
Mg most of his games in the

MultiChoice Diski Challenge,
so he will no doubt be itching
to show what he can do.

Kick-Off
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Fixtures

...Compiled by Jongile Xuba

'ln‘l:;f ';rtﬁmier League fixtures
m%iﬁgnzomhlolo Stadium s
day at Nsingi
Tomorrow at Mh Vs Vovovo FC | Nup ay at Nsingizini
ﬂaﬁapha Utd lume Stadiur?_ 6:30pm | Pi‘“;ﬂgm"' H Spur Vs m:nchesler 1pm Hotspurs vs BushB
i VS - i | M S
=3 g:?d ;Sobhuza Il Stadium ambuti FC 3om 2:1 ;{;L?ggssl;? e vs Mvela 3pm T;(ﬂ:gca)hona vs Rise & 2;?,‘,; I;;m I"\anaz. Sundowns vs City Sta
rs vs Citiz ussian B 13 1:30
gx:ﬁ:g bs ;orts Centrevs Mb. Swallows 3pm :Itl nisevisini vs Mazomba 3pm mﬂgﬁgw at Plantations Sports éﬁu“d 3pm TOmOFFD:leﬁzamakupm\;: sSk;;: Boyz 3:302$
: dl : f e 0
Mon. Prates Vs Y Buffaloes | At Bhahwin vs NgwaneCalege 3 Darkies  Manguaneni  flam | HongyLons 5 ol G 1
MSomhiolo Stadiurm. 2 anderers 2m |  Mashekesheni pm 19 Celtics vs Rockiille i Hingny Cors i 1900
R.Leopard m 4:10pm \ eni vs Black Mashuba 3pm Twmrrnw at Malanda spgmgi‘:lansafﬂw 3pm Fg:::;l_';nw at Fontotje Sports Ground WS 3:30pm
Mo, Highlanders vs Mzn St_ind oS b | Nhlangano Promoti hite Killers vs. S Seve JS vs Super Stars q
MTN s Hianichiss 4P1Ig | Tomorrow at Bhahwoi:iLeagua :haﬂmnyﬂ“‘* vs pzzﬁié?t‘;n tem Sundnay laathkh vs. Buhleni Aces :P?nm
First Division L A0pm | Sibovu unday at LaZwane Sports G ! 3pm Man, uzweni Sports Ground _
; hester )
Tonight at Mavus eague fixture f Manchester vs  Mashabeni 33 Maguga st - ; X vs Y. Professi
Hub S o Sports Ground ‘ e vs Intermila -30pm Hotspurs vs  White Killers 1 - Frofessionl 11am
o ot mbanky o Hltiklu Tycoons i ey atithgisiiouse I 2pm Sipojemnt ) 1;1>anm Enitans BasortNozingell Lapgls EX (00
EnkiuCalee yom 6:30pm | City Stars vs Mkhisini Kilers ~ 9a Sunday at Plantations Sports Dty 3pm Tomonawati
A o vs PIPB - vs NhoS il 19 Caltics ports Ground omorrow at Mvuma §
m"ﬁa'"gé Stadium lack Swallows  3pm ifwe““ Vs snm\ﬂ?l s 11am Ndeva Galaxy vs  Mpolonjeni 1 g pozt: (';rriglum
ya aseyisi 1pm ; Vs am Bl abani
Sunday at Prince of Wales Groud 2 Fostl : ? Sl s 1 Blie B, Vs Super Aces S
A“fggane City Efsefg!:yﬂd Pt At Bhahwini vs Vusweni Killers 1pm cﬁ;‘::y at Malanda Sports Ground 3pm Happiness vs Zizweni UTD 1pm
‘AtSomhlolo Nati s City Warriors ) Nedso Arse 5 : vs Red Sea
B, ol Stadum, 2:30pm L vs Home Affairs 1pm Rhiophoyane = g?s‘;";"‘ghme 1pm ?S’j{’:gggfn’;'“"ma Sports Ground g
Tlyosi FC :g “Rﬂlll!ng Hotspurs 1:30pm | Swazi Trac Hhohho Super League E MP Nelson M. ) 3pm Tsunami vs KK Ajax 9am
angers 3 Sourthern Zone gue E77 000 on Mamba Timphisini Regi Gebhulas vs  D. Darkies 11
: 30pm | T AmOEed gional Football L ; vs ; Al
Wi T atLFTC eague M. M
jomen's Football L omorrow at Maphalaleni s Sports Ground g M. Cellics adrid 1pm
Tomorrow at Technical Ce ﬁt):mms EMyQosa gomanerts Sound S vs Red Lion g Bulandznl R 35m
R Leopard ntre Tomorrow at Casino § 3:30 o vs All Uni a2l To
_ ) s G :30pm Ell | United morrow at Bulandzeni
s%ﬁmep 'C :’E ‘? gﬁfsfzijes 1:30pm ?:.rértlzor?clnm poVS Irrrcl,t::;r::be 3 Mbeif‘g:::ﬂows (ER Niokoni Gt :;;m grsena] =% ‘?Sp og:v;rtoau:r:l
MSwalﬁu orrectional Services 3:30pm B Shocin?gat Motshane Segrt; Ground :30pm Lomn;ow at Ngonini Sp(;,rsgs 8;’0”3,‘:;5 3pm Bﬁfaiﬁng; Rebels v M-PFO!essio:; };fnm
Langeni vs lllovo 11 Sunday at Mhlambanyatsi § ek 3:30pm sl vs Matsamo Sunday at Buland: v "M ces 3pm
I Wanderers vs  Happy Girls 1p?nm | Community y = P&rﬁs (:;Imund St 1pm White Ciy andzeni Sports L‘];round
i vs Ka ; [ s izards . Division i vs Live
;'OI;IV:I:OW at King Sobhuza [l stgg?u’;:dles 3pm I Uumli?gbzepow e Gmu':(d & fu'i'gdav at LFTC Sports Ground ylgg{iscspam Y9 YOU;%ogltars 1;31"]
v : P vs Kupheleni tars i vs i
Sunday at Simunye s Olympafrica mis | Sibovini s Buming S g Young Savil vs. Young Tigers g ) ELER2IE 3pm
Mnlume i | Norther Zone gSpear  3pm Witeni Coeny vs Besutfwini o OUP Mhlangatane League E50 000
reen M omo 0S ; m
Sheki sl wET Khanj;‘;“g:t;';‘“" Sports Ground Soccer Rose e pm Tomorow s Thur
vs Sikhuphe R Spors Sround o e e b e | 4 Cheissa i ot g
SUCSA Games fixtu ultures v ne JTONG vs Stone B Fast Movers ot Fighters 1:30
T s Msah ] Blue Bird reakers pm
m"g St Kwaluseeﬁi } Iat;:&r;:;rm Ngonini Sports Gmu:‘:ﬂl 3:30pm | Star Wansderers :2 z[V&Sundowns :};::n ;]‘:1’;':"0\‘1 at Zinyane Sp:rsgs Egtﬁghona 3:30pm
's Soccer | ihini Su udvwaleni /ane :
VOCTIM | Tomorrowat Fontotje szsris Igaf' o 3:30pm J Ymr:: ag;;;lgi’nlnl Sports Ground 3pm Celtics 2 \5\? e 1:30pm
Wiliam Pitcher vs Good Shepherd ~ 9am (S epaica vs MrAlrlsr:j ekt vs Sikhaleni 1 Sunday at Mifonjeni Sports Ground 3:30pm
Netball vs Ngwane College  11am ' Suicay ashariiote Sponts S 330pm | YoungBobers B a ol Mo Frofesionets Sl
VOCTIM . Swallows Vs i vs JB Arsenal pofu Aces : 1:30pm
- : godlo 3pm vs Weirm: -
Wiliam Pitcher vs Good Shepherd 9am fi- om0 Spinners vs Pachanga o MP Bakhanyisele : Sunday at Tikhuneni Sports Gmun: 3:30pm:
; vs N g yisele Mabulal M
Men’s V(J"Eyha" gwane CQ”ege 10:30am [ Soith BN 3pm EG60 000 ala & Gongz Maphalaleni League anchester Vs DEH'lDCI'EC\,' 330
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Wiliam Pitcher vs GoodShepherd  Sam | Tororg e i Sports G Toleneaat iHhal Edctein Stean
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Munday at Mayaluka Stadium 9pm | Sunday at Nsukumbili spf m\é’“"g Chiefs 3:30pm Su:jng:gwf?; vs Professionals ;Pm M. Cosmos y pc:’rts (;round
s:ﬁ‘;a"yﬁ“e vs M Peacemakers 12 | Ao Vs Af,';ﬁ"'éd Umkhokha {222 3ports Srotic o v 3:30pm
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i Himwa l Vs Home Sweep_ars 1pm Pots Construction Siga : ast Reaction vs L, Cosmos 3:30 Luve Cosmos P\lasmNiL?(l;“Ud ited
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WE recall with pride when His
Majesty King Mswati IIl watched
a club tournament for the first
time in 2009.

The King, like a true lion, made a
grand entrance to the Somhlolo
National Stadium on that special day,
Jjoining an over 20 000 strong crowd
along with members of the royal
family to watch the ‘Mighty Black
Bull® squaring up against their tra-
ditional rivals Manzini Wanderers
in what was a closely-contested
encounter.

You would occasionally see the
King smiling clearly enjoying what
he was watching in the field of play
as both clubs dished out entertain-
ing football that kept spectators at
the edges of their seats.

Highlanders, the most successful
club on our land, lived up to their
known reputation as they won this
game 1-2 on the day to be crowned
the eventual champions. It was a
memorable game indeed and this is

what Eswatini Bank Cup is all about.
Itis not just a tournament but a nation-
al event.

It is a must-have tournament in
local football given the fact that it
has changed the face of the game
since 2004. Tournaments do not
come any bigger than this one because
it does not only offer exciting prize
money for the winners but it is a tour-
nament that every coach in the big
league wants to win, there is no doubt

ITHE FUTURE IS BRIGHT:

The Majestic Eswatini

WITH
DUMSANE SIBANDZE

[

Bank Cup unmatched!

...this tournament has become one of the country’s

about that. The obvious big motiva-
tion about winning this tournament
is that it provides the champions with
the ticket to represent the country in
the CAF Confederation Cup, which
is a huge motivation on its own for
the players and coaches alike.

This is what brings the beauty out
of the Eswatini Bank Cup and peo-
ple can expect exciting games up to
the very end as we witnessed in the
last 32 games where boys were sep-
arated from men hence we now only
have 16 teams remaining. Young
Buffaloes are the defending cham-
pions of this tournament but the mil-
lion-dollar question is, will the army
side defend the title or will we see
new champions being crowned this
time around?

Only time will tell but looking at
the first round results, this promises
to be one of the most competitive
tournaments this season.
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DULA WESELI: Manzini Wanderers' Jonson Blay Mensah scoring the team's second
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goal against Midas City during the EswatiniBank Cup at Somhlolo National Stadium.

I personally rely on this innovative method
of handling my money with care because it
is the most convenient way.

It has become synonymous with conve-
nience such that it is now even used outside
the borders of this country. T used it in Egypt
without any hassle not so long ago and trust
me, you do not stress about running out of
cash in your pockets.

Such innovative ideas provided by the bank
with a heart deserve to be wholly supported
by all those who love and follow local foot-
ball. It is such good endeavours that will take
the country to greater heights as we all march
towards 2022.

EswatiniBank management deserve a big
round of applause for always thinking out-
side the box and coming up with such use-
ful promotions for their customers through
this tournament. We say bravo to the Managing
Director (MD) Zakhele Lukhele and his man-
agement team for always providing the best
service care for their customers.

We know that the marketing team in the
bank are self-motivated excellent workers
and the effort they put towards ensuring that
the tournament is organised cannot even be

described in words because it is huge. As

football people, let us show our apprecxauon
to the bank by supporting such initiatives
because it is the right thing to do. -

Those who have been following this season’s

MTN Premier League would agree that it has
been the most competitive in years.

It is difficult for a football supporter to miss
the weekend games because you are guar-
anteed twists and tumns in terms of results.

To put it into perspective, a win gives you
another position and a defeat does the same.
It is an up-and-down jigsaw puzzle that will
only come clear in the very last games of the
league. Tt is difficult to even predict the cham-
pions nor who will be relegated because the
difference is not big.

One thing we can be sure about is that the
champions will have more points than the
rest while those relegated would have less
points than the others. Mathematically, even
the bottom-placed club at the moment can
win the league championship and likewise,
even the table-topping sides can still find
themselves in the relegation battle.

Basically, there is no margin for error now
and this is what provides the excitement for
football followers. Games are continuing this
‘weekend and we anticipate big crowds in
those'games because this season’s league has
taught us that there are no small games now.
All ofithem are big and vital for all the clubs.

 Pleasé refer to the local media for the full fix-
tures. :

We really appreciate the growing number of
“supporters who continue to watch local Pre-

* mier League games loyally and religiously

every weekend. -l

We always enjoy watching them singing

ontop of their voices, dressed in their respec-
I
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tive teams” attires because that adds colour
and a much-needed vibe in our football.

I am sure we can all agree that football can
never be complete without the supporters.
Our records tell us that the numbers have
swelled impressively compared to previous
seasons which is an indication that there is
something different about this season’s com-
petitions.

So, therefore, supporters should always keep
it in mind that whenever they attend any game
of football, they are the National Football
Association (FA) President Adam ‘Bomber’
Mithethwa’s guests hence obligated to behave
as such.

Even the person next o you in a stadium
is a guest and we do not expect any form of
fighting involving those people because they
are all the FA president’s guests. In the regions,
you are guests of that region’s chairman and
likewise, if you watch Premier League games
which could be the Under-17s, Under-20s or
elite games, you are automatically the guest
of the Premier League of Eswatini (PLE)
Chairman Peter “Touch’ Magagula, :

By extension, you are still the FA presi-
dent’s guest, meaning that no insults, fight-
ing or any other form of misbehaviour which
has the potential to bring our game into dis-
repute will be tolerated. From now onwards
[ personally do not believe that We.-:'w'i:ll'w:'t-’
ness any form of violence in our games,

The official launch of the Esibayen; Ibdge
Under-17 league will be held on the 1st of

March at the hotel’s premises in Matsapha
starting at 4pm.

Never mind that games started a while back
because the official launch still must happen.

The PLE Development officer Banele
Masondo is currently working on the logis-
tics of this big event, which normally attracts
the presence of top VIPs like Minister of
Sports, Culture and Youth Affairs, FA President,
PLE Chairman and other dignitaries.

Still on this league, games are continuing
this weekend as per fixtures released to the
local media where reference can be made.
We are happy at the way the games are pen-
ning out because it is difficult to predict the
champions at this stage, which provides the
excitement people want to see.

Games are also continuing in the PLE Under-
20 league and fixtures are also available in
the local media. We urge all football lovers
not miss out on these games.

The date for the finals of the much-antici-
pated Ingwenyama MVA Cup (soccer and
culture) has been confirmed for March 17 at
the Somhlolo National Stadium.

The soccer final, as we all know, will pit
defending champions Young Buffaloes against
Mbabane Highlanders. :

Given the performance of these two plg
chibs, we can all look forward to an exciting
firial. Let us also encourage football sup-
poiters to continue buying hclge}s frgm the
de_éignated areas and avoid waiting till last-
mihute to do that.
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KY MAX UNDER-13 JUNIORS' LEAGUE PRIZE PRESENTATIONS }

. ALL SMILES: Mbabane Juniors League champions Dark City LIGHT MOMENT: Eswatml

 lifttheir trophy after being presented during the prize presen- Football Association Vice
 fation ceremony recently. The event was graced by Minister of  President Dr Comfort
. Sports, Culture and Youth Affairs Harries ‘Madze’ Bulunga Shongwe sharing a joke as he

- andother dignitaries. (Pics: Jongile Xuba) dehvers his speech.

- GRATEFUL: Hhohho Regional Football  yoy sg: Black Swaﬂows coach Lmda Chica o eI
. T3P 5 ? g the team’s - 3
Association Chairman Nigel Shongwe  gpare from Minister Bulunga whilst team captain Simakhelwe gff?ggf; i};::ﬂi’a;:ff'iiz’fene
- spoke on behalf of the association. Magagula shows off their new kit. e g) eringg

REAL DEAL: Lobamba Juniors Knockout winners Real Masters coach
Phumiani Motsa displays their winners cheque whilst team captain Philani

Dlamini holds the trophy.

| - WELL DONE: Dark 'C:ty players receiving their medals and trophy
" from Minister Bulunga and the sponsor.

winners of the three different Milky Max Junior Leagues with the FOLLOWING: Team representatives listening to speech-
es during the function.

Wi - - The
dfgt?ggfsi’:dc ;—fonsor after the presentation coremony:
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@ Vanchester City captain Vincent Kompany
is set to sign a new one-year contract on
reduced wages. The Belgium defender, 32,
willlhave a testimonial in August. (Mail)

® Manchester United have reportedly
enquired about 30-year-old Barcelona mid-
fielder lvan Rakitic, joining Premier League
rivals Chelsea in a bid to sign the star fora
proposed fee of around £57m. (Sport, via
Mail)

® Manchester United will make a summer
move for Benfica's Portuguese midfielder
Joao Felix, 19. (Sun)

@ Barcelona President Josep
Maria Bartomeu says 4
Argentina forward L ;
Messi, 31, will renew his.
contract at the Nou Camp. !
His current deal is due to
expire in the summerof 2021.
(RKB, via Marca)

@ Benfica will sanction the £30m sale of

striker Raul Jimenez to Wolves this sum-
mer, with the 27-year-old currently on loan
at Molineux. {(Mirror)

@ Liverpool players Naby Keita and Sadio
Mane have told Germany striker Timo
Werner, 22, to move to Anfield if he leaves
RB Leipzig this summer. (ESPN)

@ Senegal winger Mane, 26, says he wasa
target for Bayern Munich while Manchester
City boss Pep Guardiola was in charge of
the Bundesliga giants. (Bild, via Goal)

@ Juventus have ruled out selling Argentina
forward Paulo Dybala, 25, this summer in
a blow to Chelsea and Manchester United.

(Sun)

@ Former Arsenal manager Arsene \Wenger

has revealed he tried to sign Borussia

Dortmund and England forward Jadon
Sancho while the 18-year-old was at
Manchester City. (belN Sports)

@ Manchester United have four main trans-
fer targetsthis summer- defenders Kalidou
Koulibaly, 27, of Napali, Lucas Hernandez,

22, of Atletico Madrid and Fiorentina's Nikola

Milenkovic, 21, plus Juventus winger Douglas
Costa, 28. (Mirror)

@ Real Madrid left-back Marcelo, 30, could

leave to join former team-mate Cristiano

Ronaldo at Juventus this summer. (Mail)

@ Chelsea Manager Maurizio Sarriis under

pressure to win the Europa League this sea-
son to save his job. (Telegraph)

@ Manchester City will rival Manchester
United for Lyon and France midfielder Tanguy
Ndombele, 22, in the summer. (Sun)

senal want Rama Sporting D}rector
r next technical director,

ition from Manchester
{Mirror)

@ Ar .
Monchi to be thei
but face compet r
United and Paris St-Germain.

Swimming youngsters

off to Namibia today

BY SIBUSISO DLAMINI

SWIMMING - SEVEN
youngsters will today leave
the country to compete in the
CANA Zone v
Championships 2019 to be
held in Windhoek, Namibia.

This was revealed by the
Eswatini Swimming Association
(ESA) President Berger Nxurmalo
yesterday.

“We have seven youngsters
who have been picked to rep-
resent the country in the CANA
Championships.

These are youngsters have a
bright future in the sport and
we expect them to shine because
they are the future of swim-
ming in the country. They are
all talented and we are confi-
dent they will do well,” he said.

ESA Vice President (VP)

Welcome Nhlabatsi, who will
be leading the team, also

. Boys

i Damon deSouza
| Ethen Abraham
- Girls

i Hayley Hoy

- Nina Hlophe

. Siwakhike Dlamini
. Reya Young

. Senamile Diamini

expressed his optimism.,

“We have prepared thoroughly
for this tournament and as tough
as it is, we expect our swim-
mers to do us proud.

The good this is that the team
is also hungry for success, so
we are banking on that to unleash
the best that they have to offer.

They also got an opportuni-
ty to prepare this past week-
end, so now they are ready for
the competition.

Amongst the travelling team
is 10-year-old and record-break-

er Hayley Hoy, who albeit her
tender age, will be competing
in the 12 yearsand over brack-

et.

Nhlabatsi said they were logk-
ing at keeping her competing
in that very category for the
next two years. -

"Hayley is an exceptlopal tal-
ent, one for the future if nur-
tured properly of course. Right
now, she will be competing in
the 12 years and over age cat-
egory and she will continue
there for the next two years.
One can only imagine how
improved she will be by that
time," he said.

Nhlabatsi also announced that
the national championships
would be held next week.

"This past weekend’s tour-
nament was the last before the
nationals. Next week (February
26), we will have our nation-
als and teams are invited to
come in their numbers.”

AIMING: Shooting stars in a previous shooting competition. Teams are
urged to pay the annual club affiliation to the association.

Shooting clubs urged to pay
up subscriptions on time

BY SIBUSISO DLAMINI

SHOOTING - SHOOTING
clubs in the country have been
urged to pay the annual club
affiliation to the association
by February 28.

This was said by the associ-
ation’s Secretary General (SG)
Sifiso Mtsetfwa yesterday.

“We would to remind all mem-
bers that the deadline is February
28 and they should ensure they
pay-up on time to avoid a sit-
uation where they aren’t for-
mally part of the association.
They should avoid being left
out of tournaments and activ-

ities,” he said.

Mitsetfwa also spoke of the
individual subscriptions — a
decision taken in the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) held
at the Manzini Regional Police
Headquarters last month, and
urged shooters to also keep
them in mind.

Proposal

When making a proposal to
teams on the day, Eswatini Rifle
Association (ERA) Chairman
Elvis Shabangu said the cards
would be means of ensuring
that each and every shooter is
affiliated to the association and
pay their subscription - indi-
vidually.

“We proposed to amend the
code of conduct and introduce
membership cards and the teams
accepted it,

This will ensure that we know
for a fact that all shooters are
registered, they affiliate with
the association and are part of
ateam before any participation
1N a toumament.”?

“S.hooters must now that we
are mt?oc!ucmg the individual
subls:cnpnons this year, so the
earlier they also pay-up, the
better,” said Misetfiya, >
. New teams that will pe join-
ing the league his season include

Correctional, Big B
Mbabane, SR

Eswatini Golf
Nomads partner with
Vulamasango High

BY SIBUSISO MASILELA

GOLF-THE Eswatini Golf Nomads have
partnered with Vulamasango High by intro-
ducing the sport at the school.

The club is currently conducting weekly
coaching clinics at the school where they are
scouting for 20 golf youngsters.

Nomads coach and local professional golfer
Meshack Zwane said the aim of the clinics is
to groom future stars for the country.

“Weare currently working with Vulamasango
High School where we are scouting new tal-
ent. We want to guide and groom the young-
sters in the sport. The clinics are held once a
week at the school.

“We are looking at finishing the recruitment
exercise in April where we will take the young-
sters to fulltime clinics, possibly at the Manzini
Club. We would like to thank Vulamasango
High School for allowing us to initiate the pro-
gramme at the school,” he said.

Zywane further thanked their sponsors Eswatini
Nomads for their continuous support to the
initiative.

“We are grateful to Eswatini Nomads for
supporting the initiative and we believe their
contribution will improve the standard of golf
in the country. We further thank Swaziland
Golf Union and other sponsors for their assis-
tance,” he said.

Wanderers face Kappa
Ladies in hub derby

BY JONGILE XUBA

SOCCER - IT will be a Manzini derby as
‘Wanderers take on Kappa Ladies this week-
end in the Women’s Football League (WFL).

The match will be played on Sunday at
Correctional Services Sports Ground at 3pm
with second placed Wanderers hoping to con-
tinue putting pressure on leaders Young Buffaloes
by securing a derby win.

Young Buffaloes will take on Mbekelweni
at the Technical Centre tomorrow at 3:30pm.

Royal Leopard host Shisclweni Roses at the
Technical Centre as the third placed police
side look to build on their previous victory.

A bottom of the table clash between Mhlume
and Green Mamba will be played on Sunday
at Simunye Stadium at 10am, while Siteki
have a date with Sikhuphe at 12pm.

Other fixtures would see Shiselweni Divas
taking on OlympAfiica at King Sobhuza Il
Stadium at 2pm tomorrow.

Women's football fixtures:

Tomorrow at Technical Centre

s R Leopards vs  SRoses 1:30pm
{ Mbekelweni  vs Y Buffaloes 3:30pm |
Tomorrow at King Sobhuza Il Stadium
S Divas vs  OlympAfrica 2m
Sunday at Simunye
i Mhlume vs  GreenMamba 10am ':
‘ Siteki vs  Sikhuphe 12pm
Sunday at Correctional Services
MSwallows  vs  lllovo 11am ,
. Langeni v HappyGirls ipm .
i MWanderers vs  Kappaladies 3pm ‘
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| BY SIBUSISO MASILELE

 misbehaving fans.

Supporters Committee (NSC).

yesterday.

| A Disciplinary Committee will
i time, be set up to enforce rules

andregulations. Stakeholders are

informed that in the initial, all fans

| and sympathisers that want to be

ST e
SOCCER — HUB giants Manzini
- Wanderers are currently work-
_ing towards establishing an in-
house supporters’ Disciplinary
Committee to reprimand their

1

Thenew committee is part of the
club’s on-going restructuring exer-
gise that also saw the recent dis-
| banding of the club National

Theelub’s Executive Officer Pat
| Mahlalela confirmed the news
through a press statement released

Wanderers
iIntroduce

official supporters need to regis-
ter and pay a general subscription
fee to be announced soon.

To be considered a supporter,
an individual must be of a good
standing (in the Manzini Wanderers
structures), meaning that consid-
eration of the previous instances
of bringing the club good name
into disrepute, will be made.

Underway

“Currently, effort is underway to
develop a Manzini Wanderers hand-
book that will act as a guide to
acceptable behaviour by various
members , including committee
members, officials by providing
rules and regulations,” reads the
statement.

Mahlalela further stated that their
supporters would be expected to
have a minimum of 50 supporters
in order to form a branch.

“To qualify to be considered a
supporters branch, there should be
a minimum of 50 registered and
subscribed members in that spe-
cific branch designated area.

Only fully registered members
will be allowed to stand for elec-
tions and even vote. Please note
that the every person within the
Manzini Wanderers structure (from
Council of Elders to MC) will have
to affiliate to a branch.

“The task team with the support
of the marketing and communi-
cations department is expected to
start in the earnest, the role out of
the registration process is expect-
ed to begin in March, with nine
major branches by the end of March
2019.

To promote and popularise the
registration process, there will be
road shows. Also, the now popu-

CONFIRMED: Manzini
Wanderers Executive
Officer Pat Mahlalela.

lar branches games will be used —
with the hope that the very next
ones (touted for the next FIFA
week) could be used to reinforce
the idea of showing a supporters
card to gain entrance,” he said.

Athletics teams pass vote of
confidence on interim committee!

BY SIBUSISO MASILELA

ATHLETICS - MEMBERS of
local athletics clubs have passed
avoteof confidence on the asso-
ciation’s interim committee.

The members have since man-
dated the interim comumittee to
lead the association until 2020
where the next elections will take
place.

The decision was taken during
the association’s extra ordinary
meeting held on Wednesday after-
noon at the Eswatini Football
Association Technical Centre.

The interim committee is leq
by top lawyer Zakhele Dlamini
from the TZD Athletics Club.

Other members are Vice
Chairman Harry Malindzisa,
Treasurer Delisile Simelane and
committee member Muzi Mabuza.

The commiftee has been man-
dated to amend the Constitution
and further run the administra-
five issues of the association until
the next general assembly.

The local athletics mother body
eumbent executive comrr_uttee
headed by outgoing President
Gideon Mthembu and the 1nter-
im committee.

The High Court recently ordered
the estranged executive cOm-
Hitfes to surrender signatory POW=
ers fo the interim conumittee.

’ﬁ'ﬂ ]I‘llﬁ]m Co]’nmiﬂﬁe’S SeClﬁaT}’
Thoba Mazibuko confirmed their
meeting when contacted yester-
day. “We did meet with the mem-

=

LEADER: Lawyer
Zakhele Diamini.

 BY JONCILE XUBA
R T i

'SOCCER - ROYAL Leopards

“and Manzini Sundowns will
both be without their first choice
goal keepers during their next
MTN Premier League clash at
Somhlolo National Stadium
tomorrow.

Phephisani Msibi for Royal
Leopards and Lwethu Simelane
(Manzini Sundowns) will miss
the league encounter after they
were nabbed by the yellow card

rule.
~ This was confirmed by Premier
League of Eswatini (PLE) Chief
 Premier League suspended players:
' Phephisani Msibi

} fLwelhu Simelane
Zwakele Dlamini

' NFD suspended players
! Ndumiso Dladla

. Lindokuhle Mkhwanazi

| Thapelo Nsibande

i . Given Mwandza

First choice keepers blow
~ for leopards, Sundowns

Executive Officer (CEO) Simanga
Nhleko. Players, who have accu-
mulated three yellow cards, receive
a one match suspension accord-
ing to the rules. “T can confirm:
that the said players are auto-

matically suspended from par-

ticipating in the next match to be
played. This is according to Article
6.2 of the MTN Premier League
Rules and Regulations,” he said.

Also falling victim to the sus-
pension rule is Tambuti FC’s
Zwakele Dlamini, who will be

‘Shana’ boost
for Weslians
against Moneni

BY SIBUSISO DLAMINI

SOCCER —HUB giants Manzini Wanderers
will be boosted by the return of captain
fantastic Lwazi “Shana® Maziya when

~ they Tace-off with town rivals Moneni

Pirates tomorrow.

The two teams will be battling it out in an
MTN Premier League fixture set for the
Mavuso Sports Centre.

‘Shana’ started light training last week,
and when interviewed, he made it known
that he was frustrated to be out of action.

He said he was following all his rehabili-
tation routine rules and would be back soon
and that it was now in the hands of the tech-
nical bench to see whether he would be
deemed ready to play.

True

“It’s true, [ started light training last week
and this week [ have joined training with the
lads. I am gradually transitioning back and
in my own assessment, I’m good. It now
depends on the coach’s plans and assess-
ment on whether I’ll be back in action soon-
est.

T should be ready for action soon. My
rehabilitation process ensured that I stay as
fit as I can despite the injury, but then again,
game fitness is another story. So my avail-
ability will be based on the coach’s needs
and assessment of my readiness.

On my part, I am looking forward to get-
ting back in action and I sure hope that it
will be soon. The lay-off has been quite frus-
trating,” he said.

The lanky midfielder further invited the
team’s fans to come in their numbers and
support the maroon and white ensemble.

“T would like to invite all our supporters
to come in their numbers as they have done
in most of our games and support us tomor-
Tow.

I know the boys are
hard at training
and will pull
every stop at
the Mavuso
turf  to
ensure we
take max-

out of their encounter against imum
Matsapha United at points
Nsunkwansukwa Stadium tomor- against
TOW. Moneni
Pirates.
ﬁoyal_ l:egpaéds FCFC We still
anzini Sundowns

Tambuti FC have lots to
! fight for in
Mbabane City FC SUPOS 0N,
City Warriors FC so we know this
Milling Hotspurs FC game iS another

Red Lions FC must win2

bers and they entrusted us to lead
the association until 2020 and we
promise to work towards deliv-
ering the mandate given to us,”
he said. .

Meanwhile, the outgoing President
Gideon Mthembu described the
outcome of the meeting as some-
thing unconstitutional when also
reached.

“Change in leadership is usu-
ally determined by a ballot (vot-
ing) and you cannot bully other
people by doing something that
is unconstitutional. I am consti-
tutionally in office until the right
procedure is followed at the end
of our term of office,” he said.

. Mangaliso Nkambule

BY SIBUSISO DLANINI

RS S RS 2

SOCCER - THE Under-20 league will
this coming weekend be headlined by
a security forces encounter between
Correctional Services side Green Mamba
and their counterparts Young Buffaloes.

This is according to the fixture released
by the Premier League of Eswatini (PLE)
through the office of the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Simanga Nhleko.

The two sides will clash during a fix-
ture set for the Old Trade Fair tomorrow,
and this is expected to be a thriller because

Tinyosi FC

both sides have very good players, who
are always competing for honours in the
development space. The match will start
at 1lam.

The OId Trade Fair will be host to a
quadruple-header and the first match of
the day will see newbie's Mbabane Citizens,
who thrashed hub-giants Manzini Wanderers
in the opening match 5 — 1 taking on
Vovovo at 9am. The other match will see
Police side Royal Leopard take on Manzini
Sundowns while Moneni Pirates have a
date with Manzini Wanderers.

Somhlolo National Stadium will see
Manzini sea Birds and Mbabane Highlanders

Security forces derby in Reserve League headliner

| The fullfixture:

Old Trade Fair ‘
| Clézens vs Vovovo gam

' Green Mamba v YoungBulfaloes  1iam
Rayal Leopard vs  Manzini Sundowns  1pm
Moneni Pirates vs  Manzini Wanderers  3pm
Somhlolo National Stadium

Manzini Sea Birds vs Mbabane Swallows 9am

Mbabane Highlanders vs Malanti Chiefs

11am

Mhlume Stadium

Matsapha United
host Mbabane Swallows and Malanti
Chiefs, respectively.

At Mhlume Stadium Matsapha United
will face-off with Tambuti,

vs  Tambuti noon
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Papic’s first
test against

BY SIBUSISO MASILELA

SOCCER - STHLANGU Semnikati is

Thenation’s pride will be using the upcom-
ing match to prepare for their last AFCON
2019 Qualifier against Tunisia on October
30 in Tunisia.

The upcoming encounter will also serve
as a first official assignment for new head
coach Kostadin Papic since assuming the
hot seat about two months ago.

A source close to the matter revealed that
talks before the two countries were now at

‘Sﬁﬁmmﬂ play Mozambique next
‘month before they travel to Tunisia and the
two federations are already amranging the

logistics of the match to be played in Maputo
after they both agreed to stage the match.

The squad will have a two weeks camp

where they will be preparing for the two

upcoming maiches,” the source said.

Eswatini National Football Association
Marketing and Communications Officer
Muzi Radebe said they were still waiting
for the approval of the coach’s (Papic) pro-
gramme when contacted yesterday.

“] cannot commit myself on the matter
you are talking aboutuntil the relevant com-
mittees approve the programme of the coach.
1t is difficult for me to say anything until
the necessary logistics are done in as far as
such matters are concerned,” he said.

Papic could not be drawn for comments
on the matter when also reached.

Papic will also lead the senior national
side in the 2019 COSAFA Senior Chal-
lenge likely to be staged'in Zimbabwe in
May before taking on Malawi in the 2020
CHAN qualifiers in September.
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'WANDERERS DID
NOT SUPPORT ME’

® Nyanga complains about lack of quality during his stint
® Says he holds no grudges against his former team
@ Shifts focus to Swallows job

BY MTHUNZI MAZIYA
TR TR ¢

SOCCER - FORMER Manzini
Wanderers coach Nyanga
'Crooks' has blamed lack of sup-
port from the team's manage-
ment for his unsuccessful stint.

Hlophe left Wanderers under a
cloud of controversy towards the
end of last season with the team
deep within the relegation zone
in the MTN League.

"I did not fail at Wanderers. The
problem was that we used the
same players over time yet the
quality was not good. Management
did not make an effort to improve
the squad," he said.

The coach added that it did not
matter how hard they worked, if
the quality was not good, results
were not going to come.

"We tried to achieve something
with what we had but it was dif-

- N

;- . |

Kostadin Papic.

ST TEST: Sihlangu head coach

ficult because the other teams were
constantly improving. I was happy
to have been given the opportu-
nity to lead the team and I hold
no grudges.

It is now time to focus on my
job at Swallows “he said.

Of note is that after the coach
parted way with Wanderers, the
team then brought in a number of
good players to boost the squad
and add quality in all departments.

They signed players in the likes
of Mpendulo Ngidi, Johnson
Mensah, Noedo Mamba, Ugochuku
Ohakwe, Mhlengi Mngometulu,

Mphumuti Ginindza, and John
Pako, among others. ‘
'Crooks' was unveiled as the new
Mbabane Swallows coach on
Tuesday, and he vowed to recap-

WELCOME BACK HOME: Mbabane Swallows new head coach Nyanga 'Crooks’
Hiophe presented with the team's scarf by General Manager Sandile Zwane
while goalkeeper coach Etienne Massoye looks on recently.

return the 'Birds' to the CAF
Champions League or the
Confederations Cup.

His first game for Swallows is
against Manzini Sea Birds at King

ture the glory days with the ‘Birds'. ~ Sobhuza IT Stadium tomorrow.
Support Hlophe has been urged to qual-
Swallows' General Manager ify the team for CAF competi-
Sandile 'Beyond 2000' Zwane  tions by his new employers.

assured that they would give the
coach all the support he needs.
Hlophe's immediate task is to

C{\F is the Confederation of
African Football, and this is the
body responsible for running inter-
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club competitions on the African
continent.

These include the Confederations
Cup and the Champions League.

Swallows played in the CAF
Champions League Group stages
for the first time last season but
could not make it out of their group
which Included Tunisian Club
Etoile du Sahel, Primeiro de Agosto
from Angola, and Zambia’s Zesco
United.

Suspended Bull NSC questions new interim committee!

- ——

SOCCER — THE cold war between
the Mbabane Highlanders direc-
tors and the ousted National
Supporters Committee seems to be
intensifying with each and new every
day. r

This comes after the suspended
Mbabane Highlanders Naljonal
Supporters Committee’s decision to
challenge the existence of the newly

[ PUBLISHED by the Proprietors, The
" Observer Newspapers. Reproduction or

appointed interim supporters com-
mittee.

The estranged NSC Chairman Kenneth
Dlamini says the new committee has
no right to be in office since they have
not been constitutionally elected by
the team’s supporters.

Dlamini said this during an inter-
view with this publication, following
the appointment of the interim com-
mittee by the team’s Directors Chairman
Zweli Jele on Monday night.

“We are still shocked by the announce-

ment of the interim committee as we
are still waiting for the report of the
probe which was announced by the
directors some time ago when they
suspended us through media state-
ments.

“We still want to hear about the
report of the said probe before we can
be dissolved by the supporters in a
mass meeting. All we know is that
we are still constitutionally in office
since the relevant procedures have
not been followed during the said sus-

pension of our committee,”” he said.
Dlamini fixther stated that they would
st‘I‘II execute their duties in the team.
We will continue serving the inter-
est of our team until the supporters
dissolve the committee and we want
tosee the team achieving great things
wﬂh!n 1]1;: local football fraternity,”
hesaid. Highlanders Board of Directors
Chairman Zweli Jele declined to com-
menton the mater when contacted.
L'eannot comment on hearsay and
I'can only be i » position to do so
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once I receive something formal,” he
said. Attempts were also made to get
Chairman of the Patrons Isaac Shabangu
but his cellphone rang answered when
tried several times.

The rift between the estranged sup-
porters commitice started four months
ago afler the commmittee announced
an MTN Mobile Money number for
the supporters during ameeting which
was held at the Lobamba National
High School, something that did not
sit well with the directors,
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