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His Majesty King = Bl
Mswati lll sharing % o
a light moment .
with his guest, for- [0
mer SA President
Jacob Zuma dur-
ing the beginning |
of the year church |
service at
Mandvulo Grand
Hall yesterday.
They are joined by
Her Majesty the
Indlovukazi and
Prime Minister
Ambrose Dlamini.
(Pic: Simon
Shabangu)
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STORIES BY FORTUNE
NDLANGAMANDLA

here seems to be more than
Tmeets the eye in the removal

of Pastor Sikhumbuzo
Shongwe from preaching at
Phumlamcashi.

It seems the Divine Healing
Ministries, founded by Bishop Nash
Shongwe, has not revealed the real
reasons behind the demotion of his
son as pastor at the Phumlamcashi
branch.

The family of Jabulile Nkonyane
has revealed that their daughter
once complained to them that Bishop
Nash’s son, Sikhumbuzo, was alleged-
lyhaving an affair with a praise team
member from within the church.

The revelation was made by
Sikhumbuzo’s in-law, Thembinkosi
Nkonyane, who is the Managing
Director of Corban Build Hardware.

“Kani lontfombatana loyo wena
Ndlangamandla nalomntfwana kitsi
wake wa-complainer ngaye. Le-
complaint nije nayifika kwaba ngu-
lokutsi nakutsiwa Sikhumbuzo
umenywe etinkonzweni letitsite,
akasali lontfornbatana,” Thembinkosi
said verbatim.

Nkonyane is Jabulile’s uncle (Babe
Lomncane).

He said after receiving the reports
from Jabulile, he took it upon him-
selfand attended one of the church
services at Phumlamcashi to inves-
tigate the reports. He said as he was
attending the service, he found the
brethren singing and he conclud-
ed that he too would never leave
theladybehind when attending fes-
tivals as she was such a talented
praise singer. He said he would not
say much on the alleged affair but
what he noted was that the praise
singer was gifted.

Pastor Sikhumbulo IS

ing, wiie tells lam

...he is accused of being uncomfortab/y
close with the church’s praise singer

e O

“If you're a pastor you always go
with someone who would uplift
your spirit. She is one of the strongest
leaders at Divine Healing Ministries.

She has a gift in singing but I won’t
say anything on the alleged affair
because I don’t have something tan-
gible. But there was once a com-
plaint that there was more into just
singing (Ngatsi loluchumano lunen-
£i),” Thembinkosi said.

He continued to praise the praise
team lady for her gift of singing, also
emphasising that there was no proof
that the two were inan alleged affair.
He mentioned that these reports
can be raised by Sikhumbuzo’s past
life as all eyes were on him as peo-
ple judged on whether he wasreal-
ly born again or not.

“Ever since they got married I
haven’t received any shocking reports,
the Shongwes had also never called
us to a meeting over Sikhumbuzo
and Jabulile’s issues which were
unresolvable,” Nkonyane expand-
ed.

He said Jabulile reported the alleged
affair through a text that she was
unhappy that Sikhumbuzo wher-

Pastor Sikhumbuzo and his wife Jabulile Shongwe .

ever he was invited he would go
with the praise team leader. He
added that he also discussed such
issues with Sikhumbuzo and he
assured him that he would never
harm Jabulile.

He said the alleged affair once
threatened to destroy the marriage,
however, he clarified that apart from
that there were no reports that the
two had been found in compro-
mising position.

Nkonyane added that even Bishop
Nash at some point once said if the
two were fighting over affairs, he
(Nash) would love to be furnished
with evidence so he could deal with
the matter as Sikhumbuzo was now
a pastor. He stated that Nash said
if Sikhumbuzo was in an extra-mar-
ital affair, he would be embarrass-
ing the Divine Church Ministries,
so he needed the evidence.
“Sikhumbuzo is still young and had
his previous life, so you know that
people chat in a certain way which
youmay find itwould make Jabulile
angry and tension will arise between
the couple,” he said.

He added that Sikhumbuzo’s posi-

Sikhumbuzo’s in-laws monitoring abuse claims

is keeping a close eye on aris-

ing allegations of a rocky mar-
riage of their daughter to Pastor
Silkhumbuzo.

Thembinkosi Nkonyane, the
Managing Director of Corban Build
Hardware, said the Nkonyane fam-
ily had not officially received com-
plaints on reports of physical abuse
in the relationship.

“I can say that there is nothing
that Jabulile has reported concern-
ing the allegations. Some of the issues
that had arisen between the couple
are those that the Shongwe family
were able to solve.

However, by this I'm not saying
it doesn’t happen that the couple
has problems as all families have
their own issues,” Nkonyane explained.:

Furthermore, he added that Jabulile
has not at any point come home
with bruises which show that she
was being physicaily abused.

The family of Jabulile Nkonyane

Uncle to Pastor
Sikhumbuzo’s wife
Thembinkhosi Nkonyane.

When asked if the Nkonyane fam-
ily had not received the allegations
from other sources, he said in the
past few weeks, he received reports
from social media that Sikhumbuzo
and Jabulile had been fighting.

- However, he said when he arrived
attheir home at Moneni, he found

the two together and they i
. explained
to him that they had an argument

but it was being exaggerated on
social media.

“Sikhumbuzo’s parents had alsg

been to my office with Jabulile and
we talked. So far, it has not been a
bad situation. It just that Sikhumbuzo
always attracts the media, so for that
reason whatever happens to [hz;*r;i
(r Sﬁd_mmbum and Jabulile,) it sprc*dq
tastjust like their ( Sikhumhu'zb ;’td
Jabulile) good news spreé(i‘ ¥
Thembinkosi noted. A
"He‘ assured that the Nkonyane
tamily would not at any poin
iy wo ¥ point let
their child Jabulile suffer should
anything threaten her life. He ‘u'd
he was sure that ever sincé Athé :;1\1’0
got married, Sikhumbuzq ha
physically abused Jabulile %
_]—umvevcr, .he confessed that the
Nkonyane fam ily since way balcilt
was always sceptical that Sil{htﬁnbmr;

might assault fabulile because of his

 NEWS

tion in the church would now make
it difficult for him to have an affair
in the same church.

Investigations by this publication

unearthed that the praise singer is
from a Tsabedze familyin that area,

According to reports gathered by
the publication, the suspicions of a
love affair became viral after the
girl’s family had stoppedattending
Phumlamecashi Divine Ministries
and she remained behind.

The father, who headsa red-gowns
Jericho church, said mid-last year
he opened a church athishonieand
took away his family membersfrom
Phumlamcashi Divine Church
Ministries branch.

However, he said he allowed her
daughter to remain at Phumlacashi
because she was with the praise
team. He said he and Sikhumbuzo
were close and disputed reportsthat
his daughter was in an affair with
the man of God.

However, he stated that afterhe
had recalled his family members
(except the praise team girl) from
Divine Ministries, there was bad
blood between some church mem-
bers which resulted in him having
a meeting with Divine's commit-
tee. He stated that the aimof the
meeting was to sort out their dif-
ferences.

‘When contacted on the matter
last night, Sikhumbuzo dedlinedto
comment, reiterating that he dis-

cussed the matter last week sohe
had nothing more to say.

“Ngacedza kukhuluma lendzaba
le,” he said verbatim.

Meanwhile, last week, Sikhumbizo,
Jabulile as well as Bishop Nash, dis-
puted allegations that Sikhumbuzo's
removal from preaching at
Phumlamcashi was related to the
surfacing allegations.

past history. “Kurmumakalanjeki'
siwe umumakalile akakake Akake
nje admithwe esibhedlela kutsive
ushaywe ﬂguSikhmnbuzo,”Nkm"me
said in vernacular.

Moreover, he added that the cou-
ple would at times cross pathsafter
Jabulile had gone through herhus-
band’s phone. After reading some
messages, Nkonyane said Jabulile
would then voice out her L-mhap-
piness over some chats justlikeany
other married woman.

“Kona keutsi urnshayile Sikhumbuzo
sisengakake sikutfole foko; kub'_;.zy
nguletincingo nje. Kr:bfxrxga e
kwakhona kuba nguletinange fuulsi
ngitfola nangu upakubhalela neve
bewnbhalile lana benicocarti, he
added. He added that he'always
makes sure that he visits the cou-
ple at their house at T }su'k-.l
TakaNgwane flats in Monent twice

week. ‘
: Last week, Sikhumbuzoand }:?b}ﬂtk:
disputed allegations ot.physalc-.u
assault in the relationship, saying
they were still happily married.
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Liswati who died in
Russia was not a student

STORIES BY THEMBEKA DA MINI
- i A MINT

The mystery surrounding the death of

the Liswati ‘student’ who died in Russia
deepens.

It turns out that Mpendulo Motsa was in
fact allegedly not a student at the university
he was supposed to enrol in when he Jeft the
country in 2015,

'fhis is according to preliminary investi-
gations surrounding the circumstances lead-
ing to his death which aﬂegedly occurred
between January 18 and 19, 2019,

Of note, the investigations are ongoing,
and the findings revealed to-date are yet to
be declared concrete on completion.

The young man died over two weeks ago
in a place situated about 2 000 kilometres
away from where he was supposed to ordi-
narily be, if he was attending classes.

Bridging

Motsa was supposed to be astudent at the
Kazan State University of Agriculture which
is situated in the Volge region, south-west
of Moscow, the capital of the Russian Federation.

He was supposed to have been enrolled
there from 2016 after he would have ordi-
narily completed the bridging course known
as Preparatory Faculty which is taken by for-
eign students who wish to enrol in under-
graduate, Masters’ and PhID’s programmes
in Russian universities.

Of note, according to several institutions
which offer this course, students who do the
preparatory course learn Russian along with
other modules.

Depending on the institution, the basic
training course duration is nine months as
it commences in October and ends in June,
the tertiary academic year. Those who are
on Russian government scholarships do this

‘RUSSIANS DID NOT K

video of a young woman calling for
At‘he truth to be told on the death of
Mpendulo Motsa has gone viral.
The video, which looks like arunning sta-
tus taken from WhatsApp, is of a woman
who seems to be lazing ina bathtub when
from the towel protecting her head,
as well as the black tiles in the background
contrasting with the whitebehind her back.

In the video, the woman only identified
ants to add her two

about the death of a

judging

as Nono, says she w
cents on the reports
local in Russia.

She first pokes holes in theassertion that
was killed in Russia instead

of the revelation that it was apparently a
suicide. Further, she categorically states that
the young man was nota student at the

the young man

..It turns out that Mpendulo Motsa was in fact alleged-
ly not a student at the university he was supposed to
enrol in when he left the country in 2015.

course for free.

On graduation, students can then proceed
to enrol for their degree programmes of
choice.

Seeing as he left the country in 2015, he
was supposed to return this June after what
would have been his graduation as he was
said to be completing his degree associated
with Forestry Engineering.

His anticipated return was confirmed by
his father, Michael Motsa on Friday.

The father was, however, reluctant to engage
this publication as he said there were ongo-
ing investigations surrounding the death of
his son and revealing anything could clond
any gains that could be made by the police.

After confirming that the son was found
dead thousands of kilometres away from his
institution, he was adamant that there was
nothing more to reveal outside of that already
reported in the print media.

Included.

However, this publication has it in author-
ity that the meeting on Tuesday between this
country’s officials which included Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
Principal Human Resources Officer Hlengiwe
Njabuliso Manzini, Ministry of Labour’s
Director National Human Resource Planning
and Development Officer Bongiwe Dlamini,
Accountant Scholarship Simeon Simelane
as well as the local Mozambique High
Commission in Maputo as well as Russian
officials from the embassy in the neighbouring
country’s capital city did not go well for the

local group.

Whilst the parents of the young man were
said to have been waiting for university
authorities to contact them and properly
inform them of the young man’s death, noth-
ing was forthcoming.

Instead they were informed that there was
something awry with the end of year results
they submitted as proof that the young man
was a student of the Kazan State University
of Agriculture. These results are alleged to
have been periodically sent to them by
Mpendulo as proof that he was doing well
in his studies.

Among the questions raised on the docu-
ments submitted was the format as well as
the stamp appended there.

))

Seeing as he left the country

in 2015, he was supposed to

return this fune after what would

have been his graduation as he

was said to be completing his

degree associated with Forestry
. Engineering.

L LISWATT’

the country, she stated that such occur-
rences are far and few between.
Prior

Assuch, she stated that her stay in Russia
has been incident free for all of seven years,
heading for eight; “I have never been ill-
treated or whatever and people can tell you
how much life has changed here.”

Further, she states that she works in the
federation as she has a ‘cool job with equal-
ly cool people.

Nono calls for reports to come clean about
Motsa allegedly hanging himself.

Prior to the reports that the young man
had allegedly killed himself, there were con-
cerns from parents of children based in the
Russian Federation as they wanted toascer-
tain their safety.

Of note, there have been two incidents

hfg:}i:;i’??:?n a student for five years documented by local media of unfortunate
now,” shesays, further stating that the inten- s occurrences on Emaswati students taking
7 1 of the video is not to take sides or pit g place there. The first occurred in 2013 when
tf?e two countries against each other. ayoung local man was attacked bya gang
Using strong language, she said it was  country. ) of Neo-Nazi skinheads who had a habit of
unfortunate that the incompletereportson  Relenting that the reputation qf the fed- attac]'qng gay immigrants led by gang leader
he death of the student seemed to ruin eration has over the years been ruined by Maxim Martsinkevich.
e d give the impres-  skinheads who are ultranationalistand ~ The attack was publicised on the net

Russia’s reputation an
sion that people are

S

being killed in that

racist and tended to attack immigrants in

through a 33-minute video and depicteda

Mother last talked
to son a few hours
before his reported death

hat shocks the family of the young
Wman who died in Russia last month

is that on the day they received the
report on his death, the mother had spoken to
him a few hours before.

According to a relative of the young man, the
mother, on hearing of reports that her son had
passed on was shocked because she had recent-
ly talked to him and nothing seemed amiss.

Expensive

The only problem noted over the years was
that the young man seemed to complain that
the money sent to him was sometimes not
enough as life was expensive where he was.

On the other hand, even though his rela-
tionship with his mother and other family mem-
bers was warm, the same could not be said for
how he related with his father as it came out
that they allegedly hardly talked save for through
emails only.

As such, when the father was asked if Mpendulo
could be contacted through WhatsApp, he is
said to have stated that his son did not have
any social media presence.

Liswati sent to
Russia on fact
finding mission

norder toascertain the circumstances which
led to the death of Mpendulo Motsa, a fact-
finding mission has been instituted.
According to Michael Motsa, a decision was
made, and representatives of both governments
agreed that since investigations were ongoing, all
parties will wait for that in order to ascertain the
outcome. “Everything will be clarified by the
report which will be compiled by the police who
have assured that it will be any time soon.
I think government also dispatched an officer
who will go to Russia,” said Motsa senior.
He said the information they have at present is
very scanty; “1 don’t see what I can add in our
current situation.”

Liswati held against his will in a bathtub.
His head was shaved in a funny manner

and dyed green.
He was further smothered with a water-

melon and called upon to simulate fellatio
onabeer bottle and he was asked if he would
like to have coitus with a cat.

The other incident where a Liswati was
affected negatively while in Russia was of
a totally different nature as a young lady
was reportedly persecuted for partaking
and ministering through song in a Christian
crusade which is allegedly not permitted
under the terms of scholarships they receive.

J)

- Prior to the reports that the
young man had allegedly killed
himself, there were concerns
from parents of children based
in the Russian Federation as
they wanted to ascertain their
safety.

-Sundavaéer’u'e%’ | 3




4 | sundayObserver

e ———

February 3, 2019

e — . - Lol —————

NEWS

BY THEMBEKA DLAMINI

is Majesty King Mswati
HIH has assured that there

is nothing that God can-
not do when it comes to ensuring
that Emaswati overcome their chal-
lenges.
Speaking yesterday during the
National Prayer service held at the
Mandvulo Grand Hall in Lozitha,
the King called for the nation to
put their trust in the Rock of Ages
as this will ensure that their con-
victions are cemented.

their faith on earthly things were
bound to be quickly disappoint-
ed, as such trusts can either be
stolen by others or fail to reach
expectations.

He said he was happy that the
theme of the prayer, ‘We put our
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He warned that those who have

faith in God,’ as it was suitable .
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while the country goes through
challenges.

In this regard, he said the coun-
try should embrace the stone which
was provided to David when he
overcame Goliath and in the same
manner conquer the economic
challenges faced.

“When Goliath was hit, no one
knew that a single stone could kill
this giant person but because the:
stone had forces which caused it
to be powerful, it did the impos-
sible.” He further stated that he
had a kinship for people who fol-
low God’s council and guidance
because they have peace, simply
because they personify His being;
“When you accept his counsel,
guard his grace. Don't take it for
granted because as much as He
gives, He can take it away again.”
His Majesty called for the coun-
try to go before God and plead that

Free T-shirt
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Free Computer Lessons
Free Course Materials
Reasonable Boarding Fees
Scholarships Available
Online studies available

Call :+268 7638 5550/ +268 2505 5487 |
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God will equip nation fo

His Majesty King Mswati lll preaching to the
congregation at Mandvulo Grand Hall dur-

ing the beginning of the year church ser- .
vice yesterday. (Pics: Simon Shabangu) -

He guides everyone to be the example
He set out the country to be from the
very beginning.

“When God changes your life, some-

- i;

- - '

thing happens because He takes you

from an obscure place to where people

will see your strength.” Quoting the bib-

lical narrative of the man who was demon

alling

i d B

Her Majesty Indiovukazi delivering her God
sent message to the congregation.

possessed, the King said it was through
Jesus’s assistance that the legion of
demonswhich had possessed him were
eradicated. He recalled how the first part

. ‘“ 3

preachers of the day.
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Her Majesty Indlovukazi joined by Emakhosikati and Emazin yane as th‘sten to one of e
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Country should lose bad habits to succeed - Queen Mother

er Majesty the Queen Mother
Hhas called upon the nation to

embrace the Bible and let it
counsel to their every day lives.

Reading IT Chronicles 7: 15-16, she
said it was important for the nation to
embrace the name with which Christians
are called, as they will be able to listen
to God.

Further, she said it was disheartening
to note that locals have lost their iden-
tity as they kill without thinking and
this was frightening.

She said it was time to embrace Isaiah
60: 1-4, where the nation was being
called upon to embrace God'’s glory.

“All that the country has to do is lose
its bad habits. Some of these people are

WiSwitia &

IR ALY

SIBEBE RESORT
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here with their bad habits. There are
two paths that one has to prepare for in
life. For one to enter heaven, they have
to go through gates, and onehas to pre-
pare a ticket on earth, by removing all
obscene things so that God can accept
one wholly.”

She warned that the devil did not form
his own church, but entered in existing
ones in the form of the ambitious, tak.
ing over using unprecedented means,

“We all do wrong, but God calls for
one to remove that which causes them
to stumble.”

Relating a story of a woman who
gifted with the holy spirit and how?l?z
wanted to be stronger, she said the
woman approached an Inyanga and

RSN

MLL LATE

being misled in God's house,” she

was advised to murder her youngest
child. After the burial, the woman man-
aged to dig up the grave and put the
dead body on her backand went to the
inyanga.

On arrival, attempts to remove the
dead body from her back failed and
called for her to go back home as he
could not help.

The Queen Mother then questioned
if people who said where Christians
were following God’s ideals.

“What is happening in the house of
God? Whyare preachers callingforoth-
ers to leave churches just because they
have got supernatural powers? AreWe
still working for God? Why are people
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of Luke 8 talked of the storm wh;

talked Whi k
the boat in which Jesus was tm.Chl]j?f arlrlslzjrie
Galilee. -

“‘Due to Fhe fact that the demong Jpevy that the
King of Kings was on his Wayto eradicate them,
the storm was in an attempt to derai] a divine
intervention,” said His Majesty,

On crossing the lake and reaching the region
of the Gerasenes as per the accoumg on Luke 8:
26-39, Jesus was able to reach the demon pos-
sessed man who had been reduced to living on
graves where he cut himselfwith stones.

After removing the demons from the man,
they found their way to a herd of pigs, which
was being tended on the mountain slope. “When
he was healed of the demons, the man’s lan-
guage changed, his sense returned.”

He said it was in the same manner that for one
to be blessed by God, whateveritis that is hold-
ing one back has to be removedin order for the
blessings to flourish.

“God doesn't leave no matter your circum-
stances until He has blessed you. Such as the
demon possessed man. Because God's eye is like
that ofan eagle which looks beyond the storm.”
Warning about the deceptive nature of demons,
he said it was disappointing to note that they

A section of the pastors present among the

economy - King

attempted to conceal their dangerous charac-
teristics by being strategic in hiding its evil; “Many
devils we encounter are those who come to help
you as they seek out your problem and offer
solutions, whereas they are demons who are
afraid to be found out.” It is in this regard that
the King called for the nation to have its trust in
Jesus Christ because he is a miracle maker who
is the rock of ages. “A rock cannot be moved or
changed despite big rains or storms. It means if
your trust in God you cannot change. That is
why the rock symbolises God.”

Further, the King called for the nation to embrace
the rock, which is Christ as did David and then
watch as miracles come out. “We are here to
pick this rock and now pity these who will be
confronted with these rocks. In thislife, you will
meet giant obstacles.

Thereare things that bother you but today am
giving you this hope. Whatever is there before
you, if you throw this rock, you will have mir-
acles,” adding, he said, “We are talking of Goliath
of the economy, which is not well that there is
a Rock of Ages and he will give solutions.” He
called for the nation to take God and make Him
their trust because those who do that prosper.
“If you receive God, stay with Him.”

many people who attended.

Tinyanga consultation at more than E3 000

sing supernatural powers to getahead
l ’ is a costly affair, as pastors consulta-
tions with tinyanga costs E3 000.

This isaccording to Zakhele Free Evangelical
Assemblies’ Pastor Shodi Msibi, who warned
that the love of money was making Emaswati
boldly do things they would ordinarily have
been ashamed to partake in.

He said it was disappointing to note that
men of God who were supposed to preach
and morally guide people were the first in line
to consult finyanga in their bid to get money
for themselves and have more members.

“We were given a mandate as Emaswati that
when we start things, we call on the name of
the Lord to bless it. As per King Somhlolo’s
vision, that white people would come bear-
ing two things, money and the word; we were
called upon to embrace the word of God.
Referring to Hebrews 13:5-6 which calls for
one to keep free from the love of money fmd
be contentwith what one has, he emphasised

that it was disheartening that pastors love
money and now use sup

etit. i
: “They now summon worldlyspirits. People

are now unable to see
can’t do so without money,

ernatural powers to

the pastors because we

this was revealed during a conversation where
pastors were discussed.

Further, he alleged that the love of money
had disturbed the operations in the country
because simple things like finding a place for
a child to enrol at a school called for one to
have bribe money.

He said it was unfortunate that for one to
get supernatural powers, whereby they can
overpower another, there is need to see a divin-
er who will first tell of the weaknesses of the
other party before any power can work on
them.

Calling on preachers to embrace the teach-
ings of Leviticus, he said it was unfortunate
that they were now consulting demonic spir-
its to get power over congregations

“A preacher’s path to witchdoctors was closed
along time agoand a closed path should remain
so, and we should not go where God says we
should not go.”

Emphasising about the dangers of money,
he said a person who loves money is selfish
and is never satisfied; “Mayall those who plan
to bewitch this nation when going to their

diviners be unable to get far because the only
thing seen by them is themselves, because
that’s what becomes of their mirrors.”

» he said. He said

A section 0
present on the day.

[

| service and he in turn said he was pleas-
| antly surprised to learn that the country

| ofthe ties which will ensure that the coun-
| try’s system of governance lasts for a long

» Former South Africa president Jacob

‘Year Thanksgiving Prayer.

Zuma says country’s system Of |
governance will last a long time

Zuma was blessed by Their Majesties
yesterday during the country’s New

Zuma was the King’s guest at the prayer

started the year out on a prayerful tone.
He said he would take the system of New
Year prayer to his family, where it would
be practised because he was blessed.
Praying
Further, he said such an occurrence, which
saw the nation praying together, was one

time yet, “Emaswati will continue ruling
their own way.”

Further, he said his questions on how
come the country had peace were respond-
ed to and it was due to the prayer held reg-
ularly.

Former South Africa president Jacob
Zuma making his remarks before
leading the congregation in song.

Emazinyane
were also
among the
congreganis
present in the
§ service.

LOVERS DREAM PACKAGE |

Book a double pool room for only E1I500 and request
A private candie lit dinner for two on the room balcony.
(Weather permitting) Promotion from 14 — 16 February.
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Revenge porn Li
University lecture

BY SUNDAY OBSERVER
REPORTER

Technology (LUCT) lecturer from

Botswana,who is alleged to have
posted nude photographs of his side-chick
after she failed to heed to his call to drink
morning after tablets, has been fired.

Morning after tablets are pills taken with-
in 72-hours after a sexual encounter as
emergency contraception.

The married lecturer and his girlfriend
of over three years are said to have had a

“heated argument following their coitus
encounter on New Year, which necessi-
tated the girl to rush to the Manzini Police
Post and report the lecturer for allegedly
posting the revenge porn in an alleged
fake account created by the lecturer. The
lecturer further threatened to expose more
pictures of the young woman in a com-
promising position as he sadistically stat-
ed in WhatsApp messages that he would
ruin her future prospects of employment
for leaving without drinking the emer-
gency contraceptive. :

The young woman alleged that the emer-
gency contraceptive was necessitated by
the fact that the lecturer allegedly failed
to withdraw (kucencuka) during their sex-
ual encounter, yet this was their method
of contraceptive.

Th two lovebirds had been in a rela-
tionship for three years before breaking
up when the young Liswati realised that
her Motswana beau was married. They
are said to have reunited before the inci-
dent happened.

The Limkokwing University of Creative

mkokwin

I fired

@ The married lecturer and his girlfriend of over three years
are said to have had a heated argument following their coitus
encounter on New Year, which necessitated the girl to rush
to the Manzini Police Post and report the lecturer for alleged-
ly posting the revenge porn in an alleged fake account creat-

ed by the lecturer

They had met up ata club to celebrate
the New Year and thereafter spent the
night together.

As she was leaving for her home area
situated in the Lubombo region, the lec-
turer called her over and asked that she
returns to drink morning-after tablets
because she should not fall pregnant. He
further sent her a picture of the tablets
branded Norlevo, which he had in his
hands.

Contract

Seeing as she said she could not turn
back, he then sent her a screen grab of
several posed pictures, where she posed
naked and suggestively.

He further sent her other pictures and
reminded her that he had them and would
used them to ensure she lost chances to
become gainfully employed, whereas he
could start his life anywhere as his con-
tract was ending soon.

When asked about the pictures when
the first article was compiled, the lectur-
er did not deny the contents of the mes-
sages shared by the young woman with
this publication.

He, however, stated that the threat was
not real as he only used photoshop. He

also said he did not intend to spread the
pictures.

However, during the course of investi-
gations, this publication established that
some LUCT students had the pictures
which were reshared ina WhatsApp group.

According to well-placed sources, the
lecturer was called into a meeting by the
university’s executive, comprising an offi-
cial from Malaysia and a regional direc-
tor, who flew into the country on the Friday
before the article was flighted by this pub-
lication. Meetings were held with the lec-
turer, as well as officials from the finance
department, where a sizeable amount of
money was stolen from an office last year.

The lecturer was said to have been given
his marching orders which were with
immediate effect and he has since left the
country. Of note, this publication was
alerted by the woman that her boyfriend
was fired and attempts to reach him proved
futile as his cellular phone has been unavail-
able for the last three weeks.

The university is yet to respond to any
emailed questionnaire sent to it pertain-
ing this matter, as one dated January 9,
was only acknowledged and not respond-
ed to.

Mobile Money agent robbed E37 000 while in shower

BY FORTUNE NDILANGAMAND-
LA

riminals managed to get away
‘ with E37 000 from an MTN
Eswatini Mobile Money agent.

The incident happened in Simunye
over a month ago.

The Mobile Money agent, Nkhosinathi
Dlamini said he was robbed the money
while he was taking a shower.

Dlamini said when he got out of the
shower, he found his flat turned upside
down. Noting the chaos, he rushed to
check where he hid his proceeds and

Reverend Griffiths Dlamini.

found that the cash was no longer there.

Dlamini stated that the stolen money
was part of what he made in two days,
as it was the busy days of the month.

He added that some of the money was
what he got from selling airtime.

‘What saddened him was that he did
not even hear when the thieves broke-
in, as he was in the shower as he had
left the doors unlocked, not suspecting
that anything could go amiss.

He resides with a friend in one of the
houses within the Simunye area and
the roommate was not present.

“The challenge in cracking the mat-

Reverend JV Mazibuko.

teris that I can’t even give police infor-
mation of suspected people, as I did not
see the thieves,” he said.

When asked why he kept such alarge
amount of money in the house, Dlamini
said he was going to deposit the money
in the bank the following day.

He estimated the sum to be close to
E45 000, however, police mouthpiece
Chief Police Information and
Communications Officer, Superintendent
Phindile Vilakati said the thugs took
E37 000. Vilakati said no arrest has been
made yet and investigations were still
underway.

SOME OF THE PREACHERS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR SERVICE

Pastor ZZ Maziya.

' the legalisation of dagga

first session of the 1

hetoneofthel 1th parlia- '

I ‘mentis different from that
of their predecessors, where
is con-
cerned. .
Even before the opening ofthe

a ministerial committee
ing concerted efforts to look at

the benefits, usefulness as wellas

disadvantages of dagga legalisa-
tion, as well as possible products
which can be garnered from the
- t ith the aim

This is being done with the
of coming up with draft regula-
tions, which will then be taken
to parliament from where the
piece of legislation will be creat-
ed in full.

According to well-placed gov=
ernmentofficials, the committee
is currently only made up of min-

isters, as it comprises Minister of in

Commerce, Industry and Trade

Manqoba Khumalo, Minister of
* Health Lizzie Nkosi, the attorney i

general, as well as Royal Eswatini
Police Service executive mem-
bers. Without stating the mem-
bers of the committee, Minister
Nkosi confirmed that the com-

mittee was looking at draft reg-

ulations.
High-ranking officers within
the ministry, when probed about

1th Par]jament,‘
jsmalk-

T Tﬂ appy to note that the

the princess
that he would be happy to con-
with whatever it is they

]
 During her submissions, the
gingbehind in taking advantage
 of the economic gains that would

there was need to take advantage
o utation local daggahas

 Sibusiso Dlamini-led govern-
“ment, as it stated categorically
- that they would not look into any
legalisation. Hewent to the extent

the scope within which the com- the

mittee operates, said they were
in the dark as the ministers did
not involve them in anything,
“We assume it’s a preparatory
meeting before parliamentary sit-
tings commence, because we are
aware that they have been look-

ing at products, as well as the

report by the 10th parliament on
the uses of dagga,” said a senior
official.

Ofnote, Minister of Commerce
Khumalo, during the recent tour
of the Pigg’s Peak SEDCO offices,
might have let the cat out of the
bag when he speculated that it
could be time to look into legal-
ising dagga in the country,

When asked about the devel-
opments surroundin legal-
isation, former H}?udakvgv?:luefdalP

- This was repeated in his mem-
 oirs, as Dr Sibusiso Dlamini stat-
‘ed that even though they were
awareof the benefits, they far out-
“weighed the disadvantages.

- -

39

High-ranking officers

. within the ministry, when
- probed abont the scope

- within which the com-

~ mittee operates, said they
- were in the dark as the
~ ministers did not involve
~ them in anything

-

%Y
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Saladin Magagula said the coun-

Reverend Samson Mhlanga

Reverend Shodi Msibi.
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fter producing excellent results
Ain the 2018 Swaziland General
Certificate of Secondary
Education (SGCSE) examinations,
Ka-Boyce High Principal Lungelo
Nhlengethwa is leaving the school.
Nhlengethwa is set to join U-Tech
School this term after applying for
the position which became vacant
following the departure of long-serv-
ing Principal Mavela Shongwe, who
left in December last year.
Meanwhile, Nhlengethwa joined
Ka-Boyce in 2016 during the second
term, replacing the long-serving
Simon Mthunzi. Information gath-
ered is that Nhlengethwa received
the transfer letter early this year when
schools opened for the first term.
Sources within the school alleged
that the principal had alreadyinformed
pupils and teachers of his imminent
exit. In an interview with this pub-
lication, Nhlengethwa confirmed the
news, saying he had received the
transfer letter but disputed reports
that he informed learners and teach-
ers that he was leaving the school.
‘When asked when he was expect-
ed leave the school, Nhlengethwa
said he was still waiting for logistics.
“I am not sure when I would leave
Ka-Boyce as I am still waiting for the
two regions’ education officers to
finalise paperwork which would
enable me to relocate to U-Tech.

formality,” Nhlengethwa said.

Sharing his experience at Ka-Boyce,
he said he was leaving with good
memories.

Happiness

He noted that being in charge of a
good performing school was chal-
lenging but shared his happiness
about his time at the school.

He stated that he was happy because
he was leaving the Ka-Boyce with
the same tag as still the best school

Outgoing Ka-Boyce High School Principal Lungelo Nhlengethwa.

¥

my successor would also continue
with the set standard as it is very
important for the pupils as they come
here knowing that they would per-
form better in their studies,”
Nhlengethwa explained.

He continued to state that poor per-
formance can disturb pupils as well
as their parents because they had so
much trust in the services of the
school. When asked about his secret
to producing good results, instead,

Ka-Boyce principal
joining U-Tech High

secret but praised good teamwork.
He then sang praises to responsibil-
ities taken by the teachers, pupils and
parents. “As you can see the teach-
ers are hard at work, if you can go
around the school there is no class
without a teacher. They are all here
despite that there is a civil servants
protest going on today. The teach-
ers are all here, they do the work, they
are one group which is highly dedi-
cated to work,” Nhlengethwa expand-

ed.
Policy
Furthermore, he said pupils of Ka-
Boyce were also gifted as they at times
challenged the teachers. He pointed
out that the challenge by the pupils

makes teachers to stay on the topof ~ re:

their game. Sharing what he usual-

* lytold teachers during opening meet-

ings, Nhlengethwa said, firstly, the
meetings are held at a neutral place
not at the school. He stated that his
policy and plea to school commit-
tees was that opening meetings should
be held at a lodge or hotel for two
days (excluding nights). He point-
ed out that during the meeting, the
teachers discussed past year’s results
and also deliberate the on-going year.
Different officers from the same
field (education) are also invited to
share words of advice to the teach-
ers. He said during the meetings, they
agreed that they should continue
striving to produce good results.
He estimated this year’s intake to
be over 600. Efforts to discuss the

 Tech, he asked and hoped that

 would work with all the stake-
* holders that I would find that side.

Optimistic
to produce
good results
at U-Tech
\ utgoing Ka-Boyce High
i?f:i‘#ci?é* Tl

that he would produice good resul
at his new school, U-Tech.
Speaking about his move to U-

He understands that U-Tech

of producing good sesuls

“I work for the betterment of
the institution and ’'m aware that
T can’t achieve all by myself. I

cipal, then good results were guar-

anteed.
“Once there is no good accep-

tnceoryoueghing obiouly

advert in the media.

Education Officer Musa Mthupha
were futile as his phone rang unan-

Otherwise, I'm just waiting for that ;.. country. “Iprayand wish that  Nhlengethwa said he had no known matter with Lubombo Regional  swered yesterday morning.

S e fﬁn 2 d ﬁ- d d E200 OOO is a Swazi-owned and operated diver-

M]mster O ance S Company e au e Over sified timber company.
Founded in 1997 by entrepreneur
BY FORTUNE so far reports suggests that it is over  Rijkenberg, Montigny has grown from
NDLANGAMANDLA E200 000,” an impeccable source said.  a small family business into the largest
The source went on to state that the  private timber owner-operator in
1 accounts clerk has alleged- suspected lady has been with thecom-  Southern Affica, with a turnover in

Aly defrauded Minister of Finance pany for not more than five years. excess of E1 billion.

Neal Rijkenberg’s company; Itis suspected that the alleged fraud- ~ The company services approximately

Montigny Investments Limited, an
arnoun;g;sytimated to be over E200 000.

The female clerk, who is accused (_)f
defrauding the timber company, 15
based at the Nhlangano branch. The
name of the officer is known {0 this
publication but has been de_liberately
withheld pending finalisation of the
on-going investigations.

Sogurcegs close to the matter informed
this publication that the officer was
busted last week after intensive inves-
tigations. However, she is said to have
tendered her resignation on‘MondaY
while investigations were still under-
way. .
Tl)ie source informed this publica-
tion that the under-fire officer was
responsible for handling domestic
small scale sales cash and petty cast:

This means she was the one who was

Minister of Finance Neal Rijkenberg.

receiving cash for all items bought in
the farm by locals in small scales not
bulk.

An example is buying treated polls,
sawdust, to name a few. It is said she

was the one receiving such monies.
“Investigations are on-going; they
have not been concluded yet. It is not
clear how she defrauded the compa-
ny and how much exactly she took but

ster took large sums of money per day.
However, it is yet not clear how she
was busted as information is still scarce
pending the investigations.

Montigny Investments Limited
Executive Director Andrew le Roux
confirmed that the company was inves-
tigating suspected fraud at its Nhlangano
branch. However, the executive direc-
tor could neither confirm nor deny if
the money amounted to E200 000.
“The investigation is on-going,” le
Roux said.

He went on to state that Montigny
has a zero tolerance policy on theft
and fraud. He added that in the event
that the investigation indicates crim-
inal activity, criminal charges would
be preferred against the suspect.

According to the company’s web-
site, Montigny Investments Limited

40 per cent of the regional wet-off-
saw timber market, and has diverse
timber-trading interests in South Africa,
Eswatini, Mozambique, Namibia,
Angola, Zambia and Japan.

It is not clear how she
defrauded the money and
how much exactly she took
but so far reports suggests
that it is over E200 000
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BEGINNING OF THE YEAR SERVI(E

@ Mandvulo 6rand Hall

Princess Mazwezulu and her team reciting verses at the
service.

L _ B ,, — = e _ = = —
Princess Buhlebetive rendering a song while backed by
the praise team.

Police Male Voice Choir rendering their performance,
which uplifted Their Majesties and the congregation

Some of the people who came through to present dif-
ferent gifts to His Majesty on the day.

Mvuzo Mamba and businessman
Lucky Slomo Dlamini, who is the

GRA%“UK ACITE‘C?SST"UTEIEt 51 director of Slomoes Corporation, Senator Chief Nzameya Nhiabatsi gestures during his
% BCG captured as they leave Mandvulo conversation with Minister Lady Howard-Mabuza after
ot ( ) after the service. the service.

|\ 2019 INTAKE IN PROGRESS

" STRUCTURED LEVELS (UNDERGRADUATE) * BEaal U ST
: PROGRAMMES DAY/ EVENING & WEEKEND SESSIONS
'» Social Work & Community Development
‘» Human Resource Management & :
‘= Development }
'= Accounting & Finance |
° Business Management & Administration
= Information Communication Technology
(IcT) .
* Public Relations & Marketing :
« International Relations & Diplomacy
= Call Centre Management & Operations
+ Occupational Health & Safety (OHS)
= Secrefarial & Administrative Studies
= Business Management & Marketing

Hyatt Cantre - Shop#

1 Mbapane: BCGL, Ingeongwane tniding Gwarmile Strest  Rewr to Nedbank, !
| Gwamile Street Branch Opp Pep Store & Ritz Tel: 2204 1572 Cu 1655 5366 | 76120805

HanzinizOffics o:17 Second Floo:
Makabongws House, Manzimi rsame Bullding with FNS Manzmd
. Next 10 Standard Traders

afadhiccicaopinarg. < swww farshookionlBirdhCooperinsitit
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Cabinet nymsters, Senators and some of the congregants who attended the service share
pleasantries after Proceedings of the day.

Former DPM Paul Dlamini following
proceedings of the event.

Bishop Stephen Masilela meeting Minister of Home
Affairs Princess Lindiwe after the service.

Minister Harries ‘Madze’ Bulunga, Speaker
Petros Mavimbela, King's Office Chief Officer
Chief Mgwagwa Gamedze and Minister
Makhosi Vilakati were also among the many
executives present at the service.

Prince Lonkhokhela shares a moment with

Setsabile Tsabedze, Banele Dlamini and
Reverend Shortgun Simelane after the service.

)

Mebers of the R ime
through to join the King and the nation in

prayer.

Leislators, community leaders a
officers from government and security forces
glued to the stage.

-

3 i E = . : ii g = = =
Umbutfo Gecobisa, Senzo Diamini and Banele Diamini /
in song as they seem to enjoy proceedings of the ser-

vice.

P e

Ngwane College Principal Dr Amos Mahlalela and
Prophet Gcina Mthethwa were among the many promi-
nent people present at the service. J

P.0 Box 2177 | TeliFax: (258) 2505 8574 | Emaih.cieciaining@omeil.com |

608® www.citecgiobal.ora e
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Thcpwhc is invited To donate to Hhohhe
, Primary school going QVC :

.+ School Shoes
.+ School baas

Please donate School sh?es sizes 6 and under at the
ﬁ_,Ug,“'ing stores: PEFP Swaz Pm Jﬂ Mbﬁbane, 3
Edgars Mbabane, Swazi Plazs Offices.
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Mom dumps 13-month-old SICKIY

STORIES BY FORTUNE
NDLANGAMANDLA

A mother who dumped a 13-month-
old child at her boyfriend’s parental
homestead has returned 13 years
later to demand the child’s full cus-
tody.

The child was born in 2005 and his
name and that of his parents are
known to this publication, but are
withheld to protect the minor.
Furthermore, the matter is set to be
argued in court on March 25, 2018.

The father of the child is a mem-
ber of Umbutfo Eswatini Defence
Force (UEDEF), while the mother is
a textile firm worker in one of the
companies in South Africa. She also
claimed to be from that country.

In an interview, the child’s moth-
er *Thoko said she was forced by her
baby’s (*Sanele) father’s (*Menzi)
family to dump the child in 2007.

“My baby dad’s family first took
Sanele when he was eight months
old. They said I should bring him
because he was sickly. At the time,
they felt they would take care of him

better than me,” she explained.
Refuse

A month later, when she returned
to gether child, Sanele’s grandmother
is said to have refused with him and
phoned Menzi to alert him that the
mother of his child had come to fetch
the child.

Thoko alleged that when Menzi
arrived, he assaulted her so badly
that Sanele’s grandmother had to
intervene. Thereafter, in August 2006,
Thoko reported the matter to Mliba
police, who are said to have force-
fully taken the child from Menzi’s
homestead after gettinga court order
from a Manzini magistrate.

Months passed by, the matter
appeared at the Magistrate’s Court
and the magistrate ordered that an
assessment should be done in both
families to determine which family
could better raise Sanele.

The assessment ruled in favour of
Menzi, however, the magistrate
ordered that Sanele would be released
from the mother’s custody after Menzi
had paid damages as per Eswatini
laws and culture.

Menzi was also ordered to con-
tribute E300 maintenance fee month-

ly.

® she now alleges the child is abused by his father
@ she claims magistrates, welfare officers are corrupt
@ child’s father denies paternity but won’t surrender

him until he is 18

*Sanele the boy whom his parents are fighting over his

custody. (Courtesy pic)

Tension

Sanele continued to be indisposed
and tension between the families
continued. Thoko’s family agreed
that he (Sanele) should be taken to
Menzi’s family as they felt there was
no cooperation over payment of
Sanele’s medical bills.

“I visited Sanele twice; thereafter,
they refused me contact with my
child, so I stopped visiting him. I
counselled myselfthat I would never
see Sanele again; then I left for South
Africaas my father is from that side.

“In September last year while away,
I received numerous reports that
Sanele was being abused by his father,”
she expanded.

Thoko said the reports she received
were that Sanele suffered abuse after
Menzi had divorced his wife and
moved in with another girlfriend.
Thoko alleged that Sanele was forced
not to mingle with other children in
the area.

She added that the girlfriend would
set Sanele against his father, by plant-
ing missing things in the house like
money in Sanele’s bags. The father
would then allegedly heavily assault

Sanele for dishonesty.
“Through the beatings, Sanele suf-
fered a gaping would in the head and

I visited Sanele twice;
thereafter they refused
me contact with my
child, so I stopped wisit-
ing him. I counselled
myself that I would
never see Sanele again

toddler, demands him 13 years later

mouth. Sanele is no longer doing
well at school as the abuse had dis-
turbed him so much that he is stﬂ,}
doing Grade Three at 14 years old,
mourned Thoko.

Towards the end of 2018, Thoko
sent his relatives to Menzi’s family
to enquire about the allegations.
However, ameeting between Menzi
and Thoko’s families failed to yield
positive results, as two days after the
meeting they got a call which sum-
moned them to the Magistrate’s
Court. The magistrate is said to have
issued a restraining other against
Thoko's family and further told the
relatives that they should stay away
from Sanele until he’s 18 years old.

She said what made things worse
was that Menzi has reportedly hid-
den Sanele, as no one knows his
whereabouts. She feared for her child’s
life and asked the publication to pur-
sue the matter.

When contacted, Menzi disputed
abuse allegations stating that the child
was kept in a safe place. He said
Thoko had in the past failed to hon-
our about four court summons to
discuss the matter in 2006.

Indisposed

He went on to state that when Thoko
brought the child to him, he was
indisposed and could not eat for two
days. Menzi argued that ever since
Thoko dumped Sanele when he was
13 months old, she had never checked
on him (Sanele).

She accused Thoko ofkeeping hold
of Sanele’s birth card.

He confirmed thatlast year, he met
Thoko's relatives and told them that
he was surprised that they wanted
to see the child as they had been away
from his life for the past 14 years.

Menzi said he went to report the
matter to the court, which eventu-
ally gave him a court order stating
that Thoko and his family should
stay out of the child’s life until fur-
ther notice. “She is saying that my
neighbours had informed her that
Sanele was being abused and he had

disappeared. I'm just wondering
how come after all these years was
she feeling pity for Sanele. She has
been sending me messages that she
wants back the child,” Menzi nar-
rated.

NB:*Not their real names to pro-
tect the minor.

ey T :

social welfare

officers corrupt

- baby mama

hoko said while trying to win ¢
I back custody of the child, she

Magistrates,

-

witnessed serious corruption

from magistrates and social welfare :

officers.

Thokomade an example thatatone - |

instance, an officer from the social

welfare department failed to assist

herortoeven setup ameeting between
her and Menzi.
Thoko alleged that the officer only

told her to take the matter to theHigh

Court. Thoko felt the officer said this

as a means of stopping her from

demanding the child back, as she

could notafford to hire an attorney.
Order

Sheadded that in an attempt towin
back the child, she went to the Manzini
Magistrate’s Court to acquire an order
which would enable her to gain cus-
tody of the child.

She said the magistrate who ordered
that they should not be allowed to
see thechild for 18 years did nothan-
dle the case well, as parties were not
allowed to bring their arguments to
help on decide the matter.

Shealso suspected foul playon the
restraining order which was issued
by the magistrate, as her relatives
were never served with such.

NB: *Not real names fo protect the
minor

e
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Bolswana President Masisi’s
EsWatini relatives unmasked

-Masisi has in-laws at Lawuba in the Shiselweni region

;%mmm He then declined to entertain any ques-
n tions that were posed to him, empha-
i T o sising that protocol does not permit him
resident ‘of. Botswana Dr. to respond.
MOkgwml.EnC Keabetsie Masisi The publication understands that since
o frequents visiting the Country to the story of Masisi’s relatives was pur-
visit, among other relatives, his broth- sued, there have been numerous meet-
er-in-law, the publication can disclose. ings to discuss if it was okay to disclose
Dr Masisiis the fifth President of the the identities of the president’s relatives.

Both countries apparently advised
Masisi’s relatives to keep away from the
media or not to discuss the president.

Be that as it may, information obtained
by this newspaper suggests that Hlanze
is from one of the rural areas in the
Shiselweni region called Lawuba.

Lawuba is a few kilometres away from
Hlatikulu town.

Hlanze’s homestead is near
Mashayekhatsi, just metres away from
Deputy Prime Minister Themba Masular's
parental homestead. Another powerful
figure from the same area is Chief Justice
(CJ) Bheki Maphalala.

It was gathered that the two spend
most of their time in South Africa while
theyalso own a residence around Mbabane.
“However, they spend more time in
South Africa,” a source said.

The source furtherinformed the pub-
lication that Hlanze and his wife met in
the early 80s while studying at the
University of Eswatini (UNESWA),

Republic of Botswana.

He has also served as Minister of
Education in that country since 2014.
Previously, he was Minister of Presidential
Affairs and Public Administration from
2011 to 2014. He was first elected to
Parliament in 2009,

He visited the country on May 17,2018
soon after he was inaugurated in April.
During his visit, the president men-
tioned that he had relativesin the coun-

President of Botswana Dr.
Mokgweetsi Eric Keabetswe
Masisi.

try. He went on to mention that even
some members of his family had been
in the country visiting the relative who
was not disclosed at that time.

Investigations by the publication has
unearthed that the relative he was refer-
ring to was his brother-in-law Derrick
Hlanze’s family.

Hlanze is married to Masisi’s elder sis-
ter. There are two other siblings in the
family of four.

When contacted, Hlanze confirmed
knowing President Masisi but said pro-
tocol does not allow him to discuss the
matter with the media.
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‘keep a l
profile -
Nelghb

ome neighbours éfiDeh@ck B b ; gwalut;ei'}i The two have three children
Hlanze, who is a brother-in-law oth countr - om their marriage. ‘
Jto Botswana President Dr. t &5 ap I!a}; “They got married around .1982 if T
MokgweetsiEricKeabetsweMasisi,  eNtly advised Masisi's  amnotmistaken”asource said.
said the Hlanze family keep their life . Fu{'thermore, t.he source also said r}_:e
on thelow key. relatives to keep away  presidentand his family have been in
The neighbours at Lawuba said they 2 anq out ofthe country numero.u‘s,nmes.
were not aware that Hlanze’s wife fl.’ﬂm the mEdla or Ilot This m(‘iﬂ;l—lges Prgf;demnt MaﬁlSl S p{'ixr—
was a sister to President Masisi. . . ents an grandmother, who used to
Whenaskedwhy thatwasso,one . 10 AiSCUSS the president resideatrawube.
of them said the Hlanzes hardly spent ——
time at the homestead. : ' L.
Another one added that when the
Hlanzes arearound, they spend most
of their time inside the houses and
they are hardly seen in the streets.

“You will see their blgcarswhen
they are around but forget that you'll
see them in the streets. They stay
indoors,” one gentleman said.

The gentleman add d that he had
never met the Hlanzes in per: ﬂtbut
he was happy that his areawas atiract
ing people of high profile, inclu
the president of Botswana. -

“Thishas put our previously obsaure .
place in the map because it |

The entrance to the Hlanze homestead at Lawuba. (Pic: -
lnown outside the kingdom,” h Fortune Ndlangamand/a)

Presidenf Mésisi to visit Lawuba this year

He expected that Hlanze would share
more information on Masisi’s expect-
ed visit this year,

stead before the end of the year.

ion gathered by the publi-
OOl o i He went on to state that last year on

cation from those close to Derrl

Hlanze's family suggests that Botswana Christmas Day, they were also told that

President Dsrfal\ldnéll)(rgweem E‘,i;lst Keabetswe  he was supposed to visit the homestead. 01'1 the oth.er hand, Hlanze politely
Masisi is expected to visit Lawubaagain  However, due to undisclosed reasons, dec%med to dlms the president’s visit.
this year. that visit never occurred. noting that sl}anng such information

During a visit at Lawuba on Tuesday ~ “Wehave to do some touch ups here  with themedia had apotential of ruin-
afternoon, a family member who asked and there before the president could  ing the anticipated visit.
1ot to be named said even though he  come,” an individual said. He said such information was classi-
was not certain of the date, but hewas The individual added that Hlanzewas ~ fied because of the status of the presi-
aware that President Masisi was expect- expected to make a stop at Lawubaon  dent amzl thus cannot be shared with
ed to make a visit to the Hlanze home- Wednesday. the media.
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RAINFALL EORECAST

Rains to continue this month

STORIES BY FORTUNE
NDLANGAMANDLA

ccording to the 2018-2019
A regional seasonal climate
forecast, rains are expect-
ed to continue even next month.

The ministry of agriculture has,
therefore, urged farmers to plant
alternative crops.

In the 2017/2018 rainfall season,
rains resumed in late January, with
the region receiving heavy rain-
fall with associated floods and flash
floods in Zambia, northern Malawi,
Mozambique, Madagascar, Eswatini
and Lesotho in February and March
2018.

Overall, the SADC region received
normal rainfall during the first half
of the last rainfall season (October
— December 2017).

However, parts of Namibia, west-
ern South Africa and northern
DRC received below-normal rain-
fall.

Pockets of Angola, Zambia and
Mozambique, as well as most of
Madagascar, experienced above-
normal rainfall.

An extended dry spell from late
December 2017 to late January
2018 over central parts of the region
was associated with extremely high
temperatures.

Reacting to the developments,
Sifiso Nzalo, from the Swaziland

‘Continue harvesti;

inister of Agriculture
Mjabulani Mabuza encour-
aged Emaswati to prac-
tice water harvesting as rains con-
tinue to pour.
He said those capable of har-
vesting water should do so while
every homestead should use water

Meteorological Service Department,
said rains are expected to contin-
ue in the coming months.

Nzalo said during their earlier
predictions, the department stat-
ed that rains were expected to con-
tinue as normal like in previous
years.

“There were chances that the
rains would be less as of January
to March. Normal rainfalls are also
expected to continue as normal
from March to May. Chances are
there that that the rains may
decrease,” Nzalo explained.

He highlighted that the depart-
ment would in March compile a
substantive report for January to
March to determine if the rains
were normal or they decreased.

Minister of Agriculture Jabulani
Mabuza, when contacted on advice
to farmers, said farmers should
plantalternative crops like beans,
jugo beans, to name a few.

Mabuza stated that farmers should
not be reluctant to plant alterna-
tive crops as the ministry wishes
that the country could have excess
products so some could be sold.

“Generally, we encourage farm-
ers to plant but the farmers should
be wise and plough relevant crops.
Those with irrigation systems
should plant everything as long as
they would beable to irrigate them,”
he said.

1g water’

sparingly.

Minister Mabuza gave an exam-
ple of using bath water to irrigate
crops in a homestead.

He went on to state that his wish
was that every homestead should
at least have one crop which they
would grow to sell.

—  TEMPERATURE FORECAST

) Above Normal
[ normat to Above Nermal
I Below Normal
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The roof of the house collapsed after a raging fire
which was caused by a neglected candle used dur-
ing a power outage at Senator Cleopas Diamini's

house in Thembelihle on Friday evening.

BY THEMBEKA DLAMINI

A housebelﬁngmgt@ffaﬁg 5 'ﬁB_
_afl - PublitServrcersi&ﬁsﬁmﬂ A

The kitchen was left wrth fallen water p:pes as wel.' as
roofing tiles.

The garage
which housed
this vehicle as
well as a
washing
machine was
not spared.

Bamm CENTRE & SPABES | <o o i oo e

room, seem to have been Spared.

‘ SEBAHS
| - Toyota Corolla 2002-2006..............E999.00 S E Rv I C E K ITS
- Toyota Corolla 2007 -2013.............E1250.00 d SAVE
- Toyota corolia 1996 - 2001........... i '
3 :ﬂadn :orol . s Ef::oogo - Toyota Corolla/RunX....cccomcrne.re.. E499.00 | S A V E
TS e Fr TR T B35 - Toyota HiluX DAD...vveoevessssesesessinnm ~E599.00 |
- VW Polo £999.00 - Nissan Almera/ Sunny/ Primera..... E499.00 !
- Ford Fiesta 2008 etc..... -.E1299.00 j onaa et E650.00 | SAVE
o - lveco / MLAN. F90 / M.A.N. TG/ M.AN. }
- Golf 5 With BeadINgeuussmsusesesseeisnns E1550,00 P e A e e
- Ford FOCUS 2000-2010...c.ceuuern..E1450.00 . b 4
- Sentra WK1 1990-2001....cmuisrcees-.EB99.00 \ 165R13

- Almera / Sunny / Primera............. E999.00
- Mazdza 6 2003 - 2014....cccviciniinns

LDV'S OLD & NEW

- Hilux 1981-1998
- Hilux 2000-2014...

185/55 R16
215/60 R16
205/50 R17
225/50 R17

E1450.00

205/80 R17.5
215/80 R17.5
9.00R20

315/80 R22.5
365/70 R22.5

= 1 Tonner 1994 BtC.....coeessesssrsmensssss .EB99.00
= Navara all)a e E1650.00
- Toyota Hilux GDB ...cvmmirarsrons we£1150.00
- New Ford Ranger - 2018...........:... E1399.000

muccl‘ UDBO/UDED i rvuisnssssssinsinnnss E1900,00
- Truck Isuzu (all} from 1990-2009... E1900.00
- Isuz / Nissan UDB0O/90/A60, ... E2450.00
- Scanla. £3200.00
- Mercedes Actros [ HIND.,...ovuureniensn£1900.00
- eco [ M.AN. F90 / MLAN. TG/ MAN.
F2000 /E2000.......E2200.00
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i ] im tale The heat of the inferno dislodged tiles from the
Some of the roofi The kitchen cupboards told the grim ; .
vehicle. Y tlles Rhich fell onithe ebabdored of the extent of the fire. walls in the kitchen.

The bedroom where the fire started had some smouldenng pﬂes on the
floor.

SD13-33-1-10-MECH

TENDER NO10 OF 2018/2019

SWAZILAND FIVE STAR HOTEL

FIRE SEALING INSTALLATION SUBCONTRACT

et i

The passage : A S ey KISS JOINT VENTURE
leading to the b 8 e
ik SWAZILAND FIVE STAR HOTEL
was left in TENDER NO.10 OF 2018/19: ADVERTISEMENT - FIRE SEALING INSTALLATION SUBCONTRACT FOR THE
this CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIVE STAR HOTEL AT EZUWLINI, SWAZILAND
condition Applications are invited from Suitabl i pecialists that are registered with the Swaziland
followin g the Construction Industry Council (CIC) forﬂlefinandal vear 2018/19 wishlngtotenderfortheabuumﬁoned project.
blaze on Tender returns comprise the following:
A completed set of Tender Documents

Fri ight.
nday nig ht Avalid Trading License
g Avalid Labour Compliance Certificate
A valid Tax Clearance Certificate
Avalid tender surety worth E6000.00
Avalid certification of registration with the Swaziland Construction industry Council
Details of proposed Joint Venture agreement
Signed Site Inspection Certificate

Preference will be given to Swazi Companies and foreign companies will only be considered if in Joint Venture with Swazi
Companies.

Tender documents will be available from Bam on Wednesday 6* of February 2019 and may be collected from:

There will be a compulsory site inspection on Tuesday 12" of February 2019. Tenderers are advised to assemble at the site
office by 10am, rmdemmwmmmdmmmmﬂ"“ﬂhw

1" 0f March 2019 to the tender box located at Site Office. |
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Force (UEDF) Brigadier General

Cyprian Sipho Nhlengethwa
has been indisposed for about three
years.

He is husband to Southern Africa
Nazarene University (SANU) Vice-
Chancellor Professor Winnie
Nhlengethwa.

Brigadier General Nhlengethwa
retired from the army on June 1, 2015.

This publication visited the former
army general at his homestead at
Gundvwini, Ntabamhloshana. It was
during the visit where Nhlengethwa
confirmed that he has been sick since
his retirement.

At Nhlengethwa’s homestead, the
news crew was attended to by the ex-
army officer’s relative, who said
Nhlengethwa was his uncle (babe
lomkhuli). The news crew was taken
inside the house where Brigadier
Nhlengethwa was found sittingona
couch watching television.

Nhlengethwa agreed to do an inter-
view with this publication and fur-
ther said he had no problem with his
photo being taken. The former brigadier
suffered a stroke which rendered his
right side of the body ineffective.
Moreover, the ex-army officer also
lost his speech due to the sickness.

During the interview, he would use
his hands to point parts of his body
that were affected by the sickness.
The relative also helped to clarify
where clarity was sought.

Nhlengethwa and the relative dis-
puted allegations doing rounds that
the ex-army general was being denied

F ormer Umbutfo Eswatini Defence

X-Army Brigadier

indisposed for three

Former Umbutfo Eswatini Defence Force (UEDF) Brigadier
General Cyprian Sipho Nhlengethwa, who has been sickly
for approximately three years, during an interview with
this publication at his home. (Pic: Fortune Ndlangamand/a).

medical attention by a family mem-
ber. The relative said the family has
been taking the ex-soldier to Mkhiwa
Clinic for regular check-ups.

The relative also revealed that some
UEDF members have been to the
homestead to check on their ex-col-

league.
Nodded

The last visit was early last year.

Seeing he was willing to proceed
with the interview, this publication
asked to discuss his sickness with his
wife Professor Nhlengethwa as he
had lost his speech and he nodded
his head in approval.

Professor Nhlengethwa, when con-

tacted, said she needed to get her hus-
band’s consent on whether to do the
interview or not. At 23:10pm, she
texted the reporter saying she was
ready to discuss the matter. “Mr
Ndlangamandla, you can call for my
response as promised. From Prof
Nhlengethwa on behalf of Brigadier
Nhlengethwa,” reads the text mes-
sage.

However, when called the follow-
ing morning, the vice-chancellor said
her husband had not authorised her
to discuss the matter. Therefore, she
said she could not discuss the illness
with the publication.

Instead, she rushed to alert the

e

years

reporter that she was aware of an alle-
gation that there was a family mem-
ber who was allegedly depriving
Brigadier Nhlengethwa medical help.

However, when the publicathn
posed the question to her, she said
she could not respond to it. When
probed further, she said her husband
and the relative responded to the
question. )

“I think what you got from them is
the truth and it won’t change from
my side. It just stands like that.

I was not happy that the newspa-
per interviewed my husband about
issues pertaining to the country’s
authorities and me.

Disrespectful

It was inappropriate, disrespectful;
I don’t know what to call it,” the
SANU Vice-Chancellor expanded.

It was explained to her that when
pursuing the story, the newspaper
was notaware of her husband’s health
condition,

She was further told that the rea-
son the interview was cut short was
after seeing Nhlengethwa’s health
condition.

She went on to state that due to her
husband’s former position in the
army, she could not also discuss alle-
gations that the army was not assist-
ing the retired officer in this time of

sickness. “It would be like I'm say-
ing the country’s leaders are not tak-
ing care of Nhlengethwa,” Prof.
Nhlengethwa said.

She said it would be better if her
husband was able to respond to the
allegations as they touched on the
army. She advised the publication to
discuss the matter further with the
army. She refused to give details of

fence force has always

Sy inctvidiss i
ing Nhlengethwa. She added that
the UEDF regularly sends a team
to check on him.

- On the circulating news that
there was a family relative that
was denying Brigadier General
Nhlengethwa medical help,
Khumalo said the defence force
was notaware of such.
“Moreover, UEDF cannot poke
£ e into personal matte that

cal assistance, he can visit

when her husband fell sick and fur-
ther declined to state when he retired
from the army.

167 homesteads mushrooming on

BY FORTUNE
NDLANGAMANDLA

Zwakele Dlamini has revealed that

there are about 167 mushroom-
ing homesteads in two government
farms.

Dlamini was reacting to news that
there are residents that could be evict-
ed in the Shiselweni region within com-
munities such as Mashobeni South,
Mboshweni, Mvemve, Mahhishini and
Hlane, to name a few. Due to the evic-
tions threat reports concerning resi-
dentsin these areas, Dlamini said there
were other government farms at
Mhlosheni and Magindzaneni which
had mushrooming homesteads.

The farm at Magindzaneni is under
the ministry of housing and urban
development. Dlamini said about 63
homesteads had mushroomed and
feared that more werestill mushrooming.
“This comes at a time when the resi-
dents have been told to stop constructing
structures as the land was under gov-
ernment not Swazi Nation Land,”

Dlamini said.

S hiselweni Regional Secretary (RS)

He went on to state that the farm is
kept for future investment purposes.
He said the issue of illegal settlers at the
farm was once addressed by the region’s
former Regional Administrator, now
Deputy Prime Minister Themba Mastku.

He mentioned that during the 2017
meeting, residents acknowledged that
they were aware that they were in a gov-
ernment farm.

Encouraged

“They said they were allocated the
land by the royal kraal of that area. We
have the records, they said they khon-
taed with cows. This hinders develop-

- ment,” Dlamini noted. He encouraged

residents near farms to always consult
with his office to determine the bound-
aries of the farms and that of the Swazi
Nation Land.

Dlamini stated that the office of the
surveyor general had been instrimen-
tal in identifying boundaries. He agreed
that some of the royal kraals in that
region have been allocating people land
which was not under their jurisdiction.

He went on to state that government
officials who were present during the
meeting included him, Principal Secretary
(PS) in the Ministry of Housing and

Urban Development Clifford Mamba,
Director of Housing and Human
Settlements Bhekithemba Matsebula
as well as that ministry’s Director of
Urban Government Tito Simelane.

Meanwhile, the farm at Mhlosheni is
under the ministry of tourism and envi-
ronmental affairs.

Dlamini said the ministry already had
aproject underway on the farm.“Only
four homesteads were known to the
ministry but we recently, together with
the surveyor general, visited the farm.
The report stated that there were about
104 illegal homesteads now,” Dlamini
expanded.

He pointed out that the residents
claimed that they were allocated the
land by their royal kraal.

“What pains usis that we don't believe
that the royal kraals are allocating the
land to the residents. Royal kraals are
given mandates to uphold the coun-
try’s laws, so we think there are some
individuals who were illegally allocat-
ing the land,” Dlamini explained.

Furthermore, Dlamini said the ille-
gal allocation of land was killing sus-
tainable development as government
reserved the farms strictly for business

govt farms

purposes. He added that the illegal set-
tlers in the farms were now obstruct-
ing development.

When asked what exactly would hap-
pen to the illegal settlers in the farms
who were now holding back develop-
ment, Dlamini said his office would
engage them on the way forward, He
mentioned that parties involved would
have to find an amicable agreement
which would be fair to the settlers’
human rights.

Agreement

He said his office, together with that
ofthe surveyor general, was yet to con-
duct and compile findings which would
revefa.l how many people were illegally
sett'lmg on government farms in that
region.

He was optimistic that i
would reach a mutual agre:rzg:ll?\zg'lflf
would not result in the settlers bein.
evicted. He hoped that should there b§
aneed that some be relocated; the term
and conditions would be stipulated i :
the agreement. Meanwhile, there arg
currently two well-known forestry com.
panies in the Shiselweni region, which
are. Montigny Investments Limited and
Shiselweni Forestry Company (SEC)

Only four homesteads were
known to the ministry bat we
recently together with the sur-
veyor general visited the farm,
the report stated that there were
abont 104 illegal homesteads
now

A new proposed forestry company,
known as Silulu Agric Forestry, is on
the cards.

The company reportedly began oper-
ations on a small scale last year. It is
said that it has been going around the
country marking boundaries, especially
targeting idle government farms.

Furthermore, reports suggest Lhd't
Silulu Agri Forestry is set to merge Wilh
Shiselweni Forestry Company-

Montigny Investments Limited was
founded by Finance Minister Nea!
Rijkenberg in 1997.
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count as long as one is able o
rise above each hurdle.

Nothando Thandeka Dlamin; (23)
believes so much in happy endings
that the disappointments that corge
in between are of no consequence.
as long as she dusts herself off ami
rises above them.

The self-assured young lady from
Sidvwashini in Emvembili has her
dreams set in the skies.

The former Timphisini High pupil
has just completed Form Five and
received her results with which she
hopes to apply for a course which will
enable her to become an air traffic
controller, even though her firstlove
would have been a career in civil avi-
ation.

Fa]]ingahmldred times does not

Presenting

Despite the several As and B, she
is not content because she believes
she could have done better.

“I was aiming for As in most of my
subjects because I understand that
excelling in education opens many
doors,” she says, while emphasising
that society calls for one to have some
sort of education in order to be taken
seriously.

Nothando lost her father in 1997
when she was merely two years old.

She then alternated between her
mother who lives in Msunduza and
grandmother who lives in Jeppesreef
in South Africa.

Due to the more stable environ-
ment presenting itself in Jeppes, she

ne of Nothando’s hobbies
O is writing scripts which

she hopes to one day pro-
duce.

Every drama series she pens is
set in the country as she believes
there is potential to improve the
entertainment industry locally.

“I started to read after I failed
English for the first time during
the 2016 first term results.”
Thereafter, she got interested in
writing her own material which
came about due to her fertile imag-

IS

Nothando Thandeka Dlamini.

enrolled at a school within the area
bordering Matsamo where her moth-
er tried over the years to ensure she
remained in school.

In 2015 when she was doing her
matric, a new problem presented itself
as she needed to get a South African
identity document or a study permit
in order to write her final examina-
tions.

Holding on toa conviction that she
had to complete her education in
order to succeed, she wrote the trial
examination and hoped something
would come up and enable her to
write her final exam.

Failing English spurred her to write

ination.

She carries with her a book with-
in which she writes all her ideas
which come naturally because she
is observant and curious to know
about the lives of the people she
meets.

“The biggest lesson I learnt from
my teachers is that if you keep
practising, you will succeed. So I
keep writing everything that comes

to my mind and hopefullyan award
winning show will one day come
out of it.”

She, however, had to postpone her
dreams; “T had to leave the school
before the final exams because I did
not have the necessary documents to
be properly registered.”

Fulfil

She returned to the country in 2016
after all attempts to write failed and
she utilised the hiatus to try and make
strides towards her dream.

Holding on to her dream of hop-
ing to complete, she rallied on and
held on to the hope to fulfil her child-
hood fantasies of working with air-
planes.

“When I was young, whenever [

was sked as to what I wanted to be
when I grewup, I always said I would
fix airplanes.”

This dream called for her to respond
to a vacancy for mechanics’ interns
within the Matsapha Airport.“If it
meant being employed to carry tools
for mechanics, I was going to do it,”
she says as this would be her ticket
to getting where her heart was, civil
aviation. At the same time, she made
way to the army headquarters where
she tried to find out if they could offer
her any assistance seeing as her father
worked within the force before died.

“They could not help me in any

A year can make a huge difference

complete her high school educa-
tion even though she has never
repeated a class.
Asencouragement to her peers who
might feel they are too old to remain
within the school system, she says it
is important to recognise that 12
one year, a very short time within
which one can make a huge differ-
ence and regain their lives.
“Forget about all other disturbances

It took Nothando eight years to

and focus on God only as He makes
all things possible.”

She recalls how she would fall seri-
ously sick during the academic year
and would be deterred from carrying
on but persisted because of her deter-
mination to succeed.

This year, sheis determined to knock
at every door whilelooking for a schol-

arship. ,

Her goal is to go to Latviaif she can
where she has heard there are good
aviation schools. '

option

way,” she says.

As she left the offices dejected, a
concerned soldier advised her to try
her luck with former senator Walter
Bennett. “I contacted and assured
him that all I wanted was a chance
to complete my education as I was
determined,” says Nothando.

Despite fearing rejection, she gar-
nered enough courage to relay her
tale and how she had to drop out of
school because of lack of documen-
tation.

Disappointment

She sought to be enrolled in schools
within Mbabane to no avail. However,

shelater found a place at Timphisini
Central High. There, she started her
Form Four after schools opened and
had to catch up.

“For the very first time in my life I
failed a subject as per my first term
results,” she says, adding how this
was a disappointment as she had
always managed to ace her exami-
nations.

The move to Timphisini necessi-
tated for her to move to her mater-
nal grandmother’s home. Her deter-
mination was rewarded as more assis-
tance was forthcoming in the form
of her uncle (father’s younger broth-
er) who assisted her regularly when
it came to her needs such as bus fare,
whereas Bennett paid for her school
fees.

Looking at other people’s experi-
ences assisted her accept that it would
not always be rosy as one trudged
towards success.

“You have to work hard for suc-

CESS.

She recalls how she
would fall seriously sick
during the academic
year and would be
deterred from carry-
ing on but because of
her determination fo
succeed

Hope for Nakile as debilitating tumour removed

BY THEMBEKA DLAMINI

She is upbeat and positive.

Nakile Myeni (12) is hoping for the
best after the tumour which made
her unable to raise her head from
weakness has been removed.

The young gitl was first featured
by this publication after she was for-
gotten’ despite being prepared for
theatre where a biopsy was to be per-
formed on a tumour which was on

her neck.
The girl from Ezindwendweni had

been promised the procedure slat-
ed for December 5 and this called
for her to have her last meal on the
day before and fast in preparation
for surgery.

This was not to be as she was ‘for-
gotten” and only when her mother
alerted nurses that she was hungry
more than 24 hours after her last
meal, was she told to eat as it seemed
her operation had been deferred to
a later date.

She stayed in the hospital until she
was discharged and told to return
later because the only specialist who

could operate on her was away on
annual leave as the doctor would
return on December 23.

On Friday, when her mother Zandile
Marziya was contacted, she said her
daughter was on the mend.

“The tumour was removed, and
we are set to return to the hospital
next month,” she said.

‘Thefamily is currentlyat Siphofanen
and when this publication spoke to
Nakile, she sounded excited as she
said sheis nowable to turn her head
without the excruciating pain she

felt.

“Iam able to move my head aunty,”
Nakile said with excitement.

She is now looking forward to recov-
ering and returning to school.

“We have been told that there isa
huge possibility that she has cancer
and we are just hoping that it is not
and that she is completely healed,”
said her mother, adding that they
were waiting for the February check-
up and the report on the what com-
posed the tumour, With the tumour
removed, Nakile said she was now
waiting to be given an all’s clear as
she is determined to become a nurse.

Nakile Myeni before the opera-
tion.
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THE WRITING IS
ON THE WALL

A section of members of the blic sector associations marching past the i
deliver petitions to different ministries and departments on Friday. ‘(Pics: Simon Shabangu)

Swaziland Democratic Nurses Union (SWADNU) General
Secretary Sibusiso Lushaba presenting a petition fo
Labour and Social Security PS Thulani Mkhaliphi.

=

The workers also presented a petition to the police,
which was received by senior police officer Mumsy
Dlamini, among others.

-~

ANV = il | e i
Ministry of Education PS Dr Sibongile Mtshali receiving ~ SVAT General Secr: etary Sikelela Dlamini reading a peti-
a petition from SNAT General Secretary Sikelela tion before it was delivered to representatives of the SA
Dlamini. High Commission.

There was a strong presence of security forces to
ensure a peaceful march.




-.We trust in God that e will
rfceive Tore suppoy from the
business Community ang i dividu-
als for us to realise oy goal. We
are also gratefu] foy the support
we received from the Many compa-

nies who made Pledges and also
bought tables on g, night

SIMON SHABANGU

he Evangelistic Crusaders (EC) Ministries

In.te.rnatmnal wants to build a multi-
. million Emalangeni auditorium, a clin-
icand a school, church Founder Bishop Musa
Mbingo has said. '
_ Mbingo said they are currently in a fundrais-
ing drive to get funds tostartthe project, which
he said will not only benefit church members
but the people around Matsapha and beyond.

They will also benefit from the services to be
offered by the facilities.

Speaking during an interview during a fundrais-
ing dinner they hosted at a marquee planted
next to the Matsapha Airport on Saturday night,
he said the priority is the clinic, which he said
if all goes according to plan it should be fin-
ished by the end of the year.

He said they decided to prioritise on the clin-
ic because they have seen the need, with Matsapha
being a densely populated area, there is high
demand for health services. :

Support

“The funds we raised at the dinner will help
us to kick-start the project, which will not only
help the church but will also held the commu-
nity around Matsapha where our headquar-

L) R 2 = :
Sibongile Dube seated with Bishop

— = TR

EC MINISTRIES TO BUILD
MULTI-MILLION CHURCH, CLINIC

(Pics: Simon Shabangu)

ters is based. “We trust in God that we will
receive more support from the business com-
munity and individuals for us to realise our
goal. We are also grateful for the support we
received from the many companies who made
pledges and also bought tables on the night,”
he said.

He said their next project will be the church,
which he said they want to make it a first world
structure, which will fit well with the on-going
development across the country. He said their
target is to have the structure complete by year

Mbingo's mother Sarah, who was a spe-

cial guest at the event.
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Gospel Life Sanctuary International Pastor
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Andile Hlophe and his wife Tebesuthu were

also at the dinner.

hh’e Ntshalintshh' and her husband, Sizwe,

4B

joined by Bareng Leipego as they were

dressed up for the night.

February 3, 2019

Bishop Musa Mbingo welcoming guests af the
fundraising dinner in Matsapha last Saturday night.

—riaﬁmdayz_j;ggy; e

2023, stating that they have secured the land
where the projects will be built. He noted that
so far the response they are receiving is posi-
tive, noting that even pastors from different
churches are extending financial support ;some-
thing which they appreciate a lot as a church.
“We encourage companies and individuals to
continue supporting us because these are big
projects, which will require lots of funds. I must
add that the church is also heavily involved and
making contributions towards the projects. We
will have more fundraising initiatives and we

Sisters Winile and Thandeka Matsenjwa decided to go
traditional for the night.

hope the nation will continue to support us,”
he said.

On the night of the event held on the way to
the airport, the gathering was treated to word
of God by the bishop and other guest preach-
ers.

They were also treated to music ministry by
Botswana Gospel artist Tshepo Lesole, who is
an SABC Crown Gospel Awards Best of Africa
nominee, as well as local ‘golden boy’ of the
gospel music Linda Dlamini, who was well
received by the audience.

Friends capturing the moment as they awaited the
start of formalities of the day.
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Pastors Elijah Diamini, Wohderb Kuma.'o and Fannie

Sihlongonyane sharing a light moment as they also came
‘ through to support one of their own.

/17

Bishop Musa Mbingo and his wife looking great at the dinner.



BY SIBUSISO DLAMINI

comedy show in the countryand T have
to say that I was very impressed.

Well, the comedy night was ‘back to school
themed® and I later learnt thata part of the pro-
ceedings, which were made, were to be donat-
ed to school children for buying sanitary pads.

I took some time to rate the performances of
some of the comedians

This past week, I attended my very first

Mdura - He was exceptional, especially as
the MC. Hasa great stage presence and he was
interacting with the audience the whole night.

What I didn’t like was when he pleaded with
the audience not to take videos because the
comedians might repeat the
jokes. What? I couldn’t =
believe it. That is just (788
straightforward under- (S
mining of your audience.
Repeating jokes in the |
Kingdom of Eswatini. |
What Mduraand co have |
to understand is that this
country hasa population
ofabout 1.2 million peo-
ple, so the one person
who attends your show
this week and enjoys it
is probably going to be
the very same person who
attends it next week and looks for a different
experience. That's a challenge to them as come-
dians to make sure that they always get new
material because that’s just the market. Why
repeat jokes? Does that mean you are disre-
garding the person who watched your show
the last ime and only entertaining the one who
is only seeing you for the first time on stage.
They should stop being lazy and make jokes.
They rather repeat jokes on gigs outside the
country notlocally, there’s no excuse comedi-
ans y'all are offside for repeating jokes in this
country, it’s too small of a population.

Rating - 8/10

Solly - Whatan interesting set. He was hilar-
ious and the way he introduced the sex and
weed jokes was just great. He can obviously do
better with his stage presence though, because
still looks just a tad nervous, but that’s some-
thing he can work on. I hope to see more of
him, and T hope he won’t repeat the very jokes.

Rating - 7.5/10
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Ndosh - Great role-play for him to come through
as the principal and his jokes subscribed to that.
He knew he set was 10 minuteslong though, and
I felt he should have panned more on his time,
because he only managed to throw in about three
solid jokes and the deejay was cutting him. The
D] also should have found better means of let-
ting the comedians know that their time was done,
not to rudely interrupt them on stage the way he
did.

Rating-7/10

Emcee da comedian — This was also a very inter-
esting set. Nothing really stood out from his set,
but he did well. It was a satisfactory performance.

Rating - 6/10

Mandy - It was really
great to finally see the only
female comedian doing
her thing. Not only is she
down to earth, but is as
jolly in person, so I was
really looking forward to
her set after meeting her

BACK T
COMEDY NIGHT REVIEWS

ik 28

backstage. She does have good jokes, but nerves
get the better of her. There's nothing funny about
a comedian with a funny joke, but says it ner-
vously. She needs more stage presence, and must
calm down and be herself. You can do it Mandy,
just take a deep breath before going on stage and
own it.
Rating - 6.5/10

Dr Shakes - The local meme king has been said
to be boring on stage, but he proved me other-
wise on Thursday. He arguably had the bestintro
on the night and if that was from the top, the
young man is an exceptional
comedian. He, however
lost his steam as he con-
tinued and some people
among the audience com-
plained about him repeat- |
ing a joke I really liked. ;

He is great though, and [

he is innovative in his
memes, I see no reason
why he can’t keep on com-
ing up with new jokes. His
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stage presence also has to be applauded. T'm look-
ing forward to his one-man show at Solani’s this
month, I was impressed.

Rating - 8/10

Elfoe - The Eswatini TV man did what T call
classic comedy. Engage the crowd and malke them
relate. Stories about his father and family craclked
everyone up and more so because everyone could
relate to it, which made hi set are enjoyable,

Rating - 7.5/10

Giyani - Hisdress
codewas well thought
of, theless privileged |
but jolly fellow at |
school, and it fitted [l
him. His jokes were (S
also on point, and he
had really improved
from what I saw about
ayear back Absolutely
loved his set as the
closing act.

Rating - 8/10

THE HEART’S INTENTIONS

BY MUKELO TEMBE

It takes a'lot more courage to let some-

thing go than it does to hang on to it, try-
ing to make it better. Letting go doesn’t mean
ignoring a situation. Letting go means accept-
ing what is, exactly as it is, without fear, resis-
tance or a struggle for control.

If someone has offended you, insulted you, or
disappointed you, let it go! If you are remem-
bering all the ways you have been hurt or for-
gotten, let it go! Ask yourself, what good does it
do for me to hold on to this?

Ifyou should encounterangry or unkind actions
today, take a deep breath, reach deep within and
greet the lack of love with love.

Nothing destroys self-worth, self-acceptance
and self-love faster than denying what you feel.

Lives fall apart when we need to be rebuilt.

Without feelings, you would not know where
youarein life. Nor would you know what areas
you need to work on. Honour your feelings.
Allow yourself to feel them.

In my deepest, darkest moments, what really
got me through was a prayer. Sometimes my
prayer was ‘Help me.” Sometimes a prayer was
‘Thank you.” What I've discovered is that inti-
mate connection and communication with my
Creator will always get me through because I
know my support, my help, is just a prayer away.

Release and detach from every person, every
circumstance, every condition, and every situ-
ation that no longer serves a divine purpose in
your life. All things have a season, and all sea-
sons must come to an end. Choose a new sea-
son, filled with purposeful thoughts and activ-
ities.

You have a right to say no. Most of us have

very weak and flaccid ‘no’ muscles. We feel guilty
for saying no. We get ostracised and challenged
for saying no, so we forget it’s our choice. Your
‘no’ muscle has to be built up to get to a place
where you can say, T don’t care if that’s what
you want. I don’t want that, No.’

You've got to know what your ‘thing’ is, and
you've got to call ita ‘thing," whether it’s mean-
ness, nastiness, un-forgiveness, arrogance, ego
resistance, rebelliousness or defiance, Everybody’;
got a ‘thing,” and once you call your ‘thing’ a
‘thing,” we can give ita place to be or dismiss it.

Begin within. If it shows up in your life, s
coming to tell you something about you that
you're acting like you don’t know. Something
about yourself, or your relationship with God_

‘Whenwe start the daYVViIh a Spll'it ijoy, open-
ness, peace and love, we put the universe on aler;
we want more of the same.

No matter what is going on in your life today,
remember, it is only preparation for better things.

Do not allow yesterday’s garbage to influence
your experience today. It is unnecessaryto pun-
ish yourself for being human.

What you tell yourself about yourself, about
your life, about your limitations, you will believe.

Each day, focus your attention on what you
want. Each day, take one step that will bring you
closer to it.

Your life isa reflection of what you believe in.
If you really believe something can stop you, it
will. All things are possible! The key is to iden-
tify what you want, claim it for yourself, and
believe that you are worthy to have it.

We must fill our minds with a truth, loud
enough to drown out the incessant defeatist voice
of the negative ego.

Just do what you do and do it well. Stop wor-
Iying about what other people are doing, or what
they will say about what you are doing.

You are powerful. Stand up in your power!
Embrace your power! Serve the world by bring-
Ing your power into vour life.



BY SIBUSISO DLAMIN]
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ew years back, thig yap: :
Ao i
spicuous manne .
Justice Bheki Maphalala ":;;:::d now gl;;lecf
tasked with ensuring thatjustifepigmtfbem
served to the highest bidder o ranIllc(i)n bugt
according to the Constitutiop ofthe Kingélom
of Eswatini, g

Now, this past week’s events during the
opening of the High Court, where the CJ
and the Law Society of Swaziland (1.SS) had
a public spat both taking each other head-
on, with the LSS President Mand], N wanaz
telling the nation that the CJ js corrupt.

bt Ijl.l address thelayw society. It is very
casy to point out someone else’s mistakes

when you haven’t even got your own house
in order.

Lawyers in this country haye turned the
once-noble profession to beinga joke, where
instead of helping people who seek justice,
$ey crook and milk everylast penny out of

em.

The LSS knows this but never even once
has it made it a priority to get rid of that rot
or to make sure that they discipline crooked
lawyers, so this coming from them is very
rich!

And again, the manner in which they chose
to deal with this is funny and proves that
they don’t mean any good. Why play to the
public gallery instead of using the formal
and acceptable way of meeting and talking
to the CJ?

The opening of the High Court has now
turned to be an event where lawyers take on
the CJ and we are getting sick and tired
because they never substantiate everything
that they claim. Their main gripe, amongst
other issues, as [ understand this time is the
CJ’s role or interference in the appointment
of judges.

The CJ responded by telling lawyers where
to get off and told them to come with evi-
dence of their claims, of which the LSS
answered by telling us that they do have the
evidence, but for some reason, they didn’t
care to share it. :

Why then cause such a hullabaloo if they
aren’t going to come completely clean with
it and show us that the CJ is on foul piz.ay.
Why such drama? Why make such noise
and then do nothing about it? It really does-
't make sense, instead it makesa mockery
of the whole justice system. ) !

Ifthey are withholding information that s
worth incriminating, especially by the top
person in the justice office, then they should

come out with the evidence. Orare they plan-

IS JUSTICE STILL

BEING SOLD TO
HIGHEST BIDDER?

ning on using that as their trump
card to get the CJ to bend to their
will, which doesn’t serve the pub-
lic’s best interest.

WHY NOT COME 0UT
WITH EVIDENCE
THET PROVES THE (TS
WRONGDOING?

Attorney General (AG) Chief
Sifiso Mashampu Khumalo even
came out and told them that the
blame game among judicial offi-
cers was uncalled for, and he real-
ly made sense.

As people in the noble profes-
sion, they need to understand their
pushing and shoving doesn’t help
anyone, rather it gets us back, won-
dering whether we really got rid of
the rot when the former CJ left, or
was it the face of the rot that left.
It makes us as the public worry
about whether justice is being served
or personal vendettas are being
pushed. It makes us wonder whether
justice is still being sold!

If they aren’t going to come out
with the evidence, Mkhwanazi and
his lawyers should shut up, and
not rile us up as the public, because
it simply means they are pushing
an agenda of self-justice and we
will not allow ourselves to be caught
up in their folly games.

Well, to contextualise it to this

section, I decided to opine on this
issue after I had a talk with a law
student in the country, who was
complaining about the lack of sup-
portor rather clear system of ensur-
ing that albeit the lack of financial
remuneration, the noble profes-
sion remains to its main core of
what it’s supposed to be.

In fact, this young lad was wor-
ried as to why the law society was-
n’t coming clean and assumed that
they were trying to ‘blackimail and
extort’ the CJ, and extortion of a
public officer is by its nature also
a crime.

I feel sorry for the newly-appoint-
ed Minister of Justice, Pholile
Shakantu because this is a chal-
lenge to her.

The citizens do not have faith in
the justice system anymore and the
people who are working on it are
busy playing games with us. She
needs to find a way to sort this out
because this is looking very messy.

And the pertinent question that
popsin my mind is that — were we
fooled when the former CJ left and
wrongly assumed that he had left
with all the rot?

My mother, one of the most hon-
est people you will ever meet, once
told me that the opposite of good
is bad, and the opposite of justice
is injustice - something lawyers are
serving this beautiful nation cur-
rently.

Law Society of Eswatini President Mandla Mkhwanazi.

You have a right to say no... Your o’ mus-  are worth. ‘ you wish for it to be better. Your life will only  acknowledge that it exists, call it exactly what it
cle has to be built up togettoa place where you The only way to get what you really wantisto  get bettf:r when you get better. is, and decide what role it will take in your life |
can say, 1 don't care if that’s whatyou want. I let go of what you don’t want. Remain open. There is something bigger than ~ then, my Beloved, you have taken the first step |

Changing your life does not always meanyou  you know is going on here. toward your freedom. |

don’t want that. No.” _ :
If you want wealth, be wealth. Talk it. Think

it. Prepare yourself to haveit.
The process of life is ever guiding you, push-

You can never love anyone to your own detri-
ment. That is not love, that is possession, con-
trol, fear, or a combination of them all.

If you are afraid to take a chance, take one
anyway. What you don’t do can create the same
regrets as the mistakes you make.

stop doing certain things. It may mean you start
doing certain other things. What you really want
to do is nurture the attitude that you are open

i d times
and downs; the good times and the ha_r 1es. :
You have done ’gt before. You il do it again! You canaccept or reject the way youaretreat-  yetlack the confidence to act. People who make empowering way, your story will heal you and

i ing you for the next part of the  tolearning more about yourself. Acceptingmore  When you have something to do, lifewillnot ~ Everyone hasa i =
lljlr%zr:slslj RIepatigy about yourself. This is what will inspire youto  allow you to move forward until you do it. poseﬁr:}lr God. Befg::?rziegne?:f; gﬁg lysoaupafe, ;
You know how to make it through the ups  do something new. . The road of life is strewn with the bodies of you have to figure out who you aren’®. |
Memories promising people. People who show promise, ~ When you stand and share your story inan |
_ \
mething that blocks us from  ed by other people, but until you allow the  pr omises they are unable to keep. People who  your story wi |
miv&ygge};?nﬁ e exgression ofournobil-  wounds of your past to heal, you will gonhl{lz}ti promise to do tomorrow what Ehey cguld do . Act therrva“;—ﬂ)lr:fl wiﬁﬁﬁtﬁdzﬁs;m you will
i _ . tobleed. You can bandage the bleeding mth today. Promising young stars, athletes, entre-  be the way you act. .
Fear wears so many clever disguises it is vir- fqod, with a]cphol, with drugs, with wprl‘::i;lwau }r.;reneprs who wait for promises to come true. Education does not take place when youlearn |
tually impossible to always recognise it. Fear  cigarettes, with sex, but eventually, it o romise withouta goal and a plan is like a bar- something you did not know before. Education J
disguisestelfas the need fobe somewhereelse, ooze through and stain yourlife. z’ou EJI;(S l‘ef:ﬂfio;’- }fOttJl know what she could do if she is your ability to use what you have learned to |
doing something dse,not knowing how 10 do._ the strength to open the wOWEL PP INEE - CTVED T Ot she can't. Turn your promise b better today than you were yesterday: |
something or not needing to do someﬂung. .hands inside, pull out the core of the p;ia;n — into a p. # Make no Ppromise for tomorrow if Everything you have done and been through
Everything that happens to you isareflection  isholding you to your past, the memories, g}ls Ao }ieep ittoday. And if someone is valuable and important. In order to be whe
urself. Wecannot  make peace with them. Yyou promising, know that you are not doing  you are, to know what you know, to be where

of what you believe about yo
out-perform our level of self-estee
not draw to ourselves more than we

enough today.

When you can look a thing dead in the eye, T are i mopsilg fouiat d Egpikoug

m. Wecan-  When your life is going downbhill, it doesn’t
what you went through.

ink we get better just because you want it to. Nor can
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Zondo Commission to go after
BOSASA, Correctional Services

Chief Justice Raymond Zondo

has asked the legal team at the
State Capture Commission to inves-
tigate if BOSASA still enjoys the
alleged corrupt relationship with
the Department of Correctional
Services.

Zondo was shocked by the testi-
mony of former ANC MP Dennis
Bloem who also at one point, served
as the chairperson, of Parliament's
Portfolio Committee on Correctional
Services. Bloem told the inquiry
yesterday that the contracts BOSASA
had with the department amount-
ed to what he called a money laun-
dering scheme. He told the com-
mission that BOSASA was award-

]OHANNESBURG - Deputy

ed a catering contract by the depart-
ment but inmates still continued to
do the cooking while the company.
was just taking the money.

Zondo says this is worrying.

“What we’ve just heard is worry-
ing in terms of tax payers’ money
if the evidence we've heard is true.”

He says something needs to be
done. “Thope that the investigators
can urgently establish if that is still
the position with regards to the
catering contract.”

He says if Bloem’s evidence s true,
urgent steps must be taken by the
relevant law enforcement author-
ities to stop the further plundering
of tax payers money.

Eyewilness news

DA in Buffalo City ‘hopes

to get more support
to unseat Xola%

APE TOWN - The

Democratic Alliance (DA)

in the Buffalo City Metro
is hoping to get more support to
unseat executive Mayor Xola
Pakati.

Thursday’s motion of no con-
fidence was postponed to the
next council meeting at the end
of February:.

The other political parties had
left the room before the matter
came up for debate.

The DA is accusing Pakati of gs

failing to manage some of the

akati

minality, arson and widespread
damage to public property start-
ed shortly after.

“Part of the problem was that
there weren’t other political par-
ties in the room, they'd left by
the time the matter came up for
debate. So, it was agreed to post-
pone the matter.”
Eyewitness

wrongdoings that occurred in
2018.

The DA’s Kevin Mileham says
the mayor did nothing after the
South African Municipal
Workers” Union
(SAMWU)
embarked on
an illegal st- | p .-
rikein 2018, y

uffalo City Metro

IMBERLEY- The litany of

commissions of inquiry cur-

ently taking place should be

seen as a ‘moment of redemption’ for

the ANC, President Cyril Ramaphosa
said on Friday night.

He told guests at the ANC Northern
Cape fundraising gala dinner in
Kimberley that those involved in
malfeasance and corruption ‘must be
man and women enough to stand and
be accountable’.

Ramaphosa said these commissions
should force people who have done
wrong to be accountable to the nation.

“Let us not be too scared. Let us not
be too alarmed, as all these things yield
information ... It's necessary that we

Over the last two weelks, South Africans
have witnessed damning revelations
that emerged at three separate inquiries
headed by the judiciary.

Bribed

The most prominent is the com-
mission of inquiry investigating state
capture, headed by Deputy Chief
Justice Raymond Zondo. Here, the
commission has heard shocking rev-
elations of how some politicians and
government officials were bribed for
contracts by BOSASA.

At the same time, an inquiry head-
ed by retired judge Yvonne Mokgoro

is looking into two senior prosecu-
tors, Nomgocbo Jiba and Lawrence

Mrwebi’s fitness to hold office.
Elsewhere, an inquiry info allega-
tions of impropriety at the Public

Investment Cooperation is taking

place, headed by former president of
the Supreme Court of Appeal, Justice
Lex Mpati,

Ramaphosa said these commissions
would yield moments of redemption.

“These processes are taking us through
a catharsis,” he said, adding thatit was
necessary for South Africans to go
through it.

The president further noted that the
country was going through dramat-
ic changes but reassured that this was
part of the renewal of the ANC.

Times Live

Political interference in NPA heard at Mokgoro Commission

OHANNESBURG - The Mokgoro
Commission of Inquiry has con-
tinued to hear how the NPA was

characterised by political interference
and pushing certain prosecutions.

Former state prosecutor in KwaZulu-
Natal Simphiwe Mlotshwa testified
yesterday how senior officials at

the NPA pressured him to carry

and then 4 Ex Uflve Mayor B out certain prosecutions, par-
acts of cri- & Xola Pakati. ticularly in the Cato Manor
L . _ ase.

Debt-ridden Eskom secures R15 billion lo

APE TOWN - Cash-strapped

power utility Eskom said on  including domestic debt

Fridayithad securedaR15bil-  capital markets.
lion loan facility with a consortium of ~ "The conclusion of this
local and international lenders. facility will ensure that
The loan is guaranteed by the state  Eskom'sliquidity require-
and will form part of Eskom's current  ments are timeously ful-
capital expenditure programme. filled," he said.
Eskom's CEO Phakamani Hadebe  Pillay said Eskom had also

secured 30 per cent of the -
funding it needed for the
next financial year. ANA

said it was encouraging that financial
markets continued to view the com-
pany ‘in a positive light’ as it tried to
achieve financial and operational sta-
bility.

Andre Pillay, the company's treasur-
er, said Eskom had now secured rough-
ly 95 per cent of its R72 billion fund-
ing requirement for the current finan-
cial year, The remaining five percent

Cash-strapped power
utility Eskom said it
had secured a R15 bil-
lion loan facility with a
consortium of local and
international lenders.

would be secured from various sources,

dan

He was one of many witnesses who
testified this weelk at the commission of
inquiry into the fitness of advocates
Nomgcobo Jiba and Lawrence Mwrebi
to hold office.

Milotshwa has described how he tried

Manor ‘death squad’ killings.
Meanwhile, deputy prosecutions boss
Willie Hofmeyr testified that Jiba and
Mrewbi tried to sabotage the corrup-
tion case against former national police
commissioner Jackie Selebi.

to resist pressure from senior officials ~ Former prosecutor Glynnis Breytenbach
at the NPA including Jiba but that he also testified this week, she claims her
was eventually pushed out. disciplinary process was initiated to pull

le)tshwa says therehad beenrelent-  her offthe case against the then head of
less instructions for him to prosecute  crime intelligence Richard Mdluli.
accused persons in the infamous Cato Eyewifness News

..................................................

Move with speed, appoint new PIC
Board, COSATU urges Mboweni

5 OHANNPSBURG-%etmde
: union federation COSATU
» has urged Minister of Finance
i Tito Mboweni to accept the let-
 ter of resignation by the board of
i the Public Investment Corporation
E (PIC) and to ‘move with speed’
i o appoint a new board.

i ThePICboard re

i mitted a letter to

 Friday, asking to b

i duties.

i The request comes amj

i gations made at the in?tzilji;‘lmute_
; the country’s State-owned o D—
{ manager which im s
:f al PIC executives,

portedly sub-
Mboweni on
€ relieved ofjts

plicate SEVer_

Headed by retired Supreme
Court of Appeal judge Lex Mpati,
the commission of inquiry began
on January 21 after allegations of |
deal-making involving political !
connections, as well as allegations
against the PIC's former head Dan
Matjila.

Welcoming the board’s letter of
resignation, COSATU said in a
statement yesterday: “Whilstitis :
not clear whether ar not the PIC
Board or some of its members !
may have engaged in corruptactiv-
ities, however, the allegations are
far too serious to ignore.

Times Live
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“Fashion is a language that creates

itself in clothes to interpret reality.”
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O WRITER’S NOTE:

otton first!Our very own
Eswatini brands going all out
and flying the flag.

Sunday Scene decided to look
at the Eswatini’s clothing lines this
Sunday on pages 2-3.

We looked at the fact thatalot
of people would like to open their
own clothing lines and like to know!
how they can start one.

They need to know that start-
ing a clothing line can be a very
rewarding experience for a cre-
ative entrepreneur with a vision.

Whether you're looking to cre-
ateasimple line of printed appar-
el or you want to create an entire
cut and sew collection featuring
various pieces and seasonal addi-
tions, this article will show you
how to start a clothing line.

Reading through pages 4-5 we
spoke to Eswatini’s well-known
brand owners that are highly pro-
moted and wanted by lot of
Emaswati and people out of the
country.

They told us how we can get
their brands, how they deal with
the challenges of them being in
competition they face as there
are lot of brands in the industry.

Each of these clothing products
presents their own opportunities,
challenges, and available options
for building a clothing business
and brand around them.

Later on we will look into some
of the most common clothing line
business models to get a better
sense of the work, time and mon-
etary investment required for
each.

Nowadays, there are many mate-
rials with which clothes are made.
A person can choose from pur-
chasing clothes made from nat-
ural, origin materials, like silk,
wool, and leather, but may also
select one for the man-made fibers
extensively used in clothes man-
ufacturing, like nylon, polyester,
Lycra and Gore-Tex.

With the recent technological
developments, there is great spec-
ulation for the direction future
clothes will take; in fact the cloth-
ing electronics industry has just
started. You will enjoy as you read
throughand get to know and get
educated about most of the brands
you see around the county with

some people wearing them.

Till next week!

Please follow us on Instagram
@Sunday_Scene

IMPORTANCE
OF CLOTHING

cipitation.
™o TV ersally

In partiallar,
wears articles of cloth-

By Phetsile Mamba

the weaves of
clothes prevent
the circulation of
air around the
skin and thus, avoid

he human

ing-alsoknownasdress- ;¢ exit of the air
es, garments, or attire- . oated by the skin,
on the body in order to 1 h makes people feeluncomfortable and cold.
protectitagainsttheadverse 4 jitionally, the clear weaves of clothing avoid the
climate conditions. . ualtraviolet radiation of the sun and the burns in the
) Inits broadest sense, dothing g protecting it, therefore, from the heat. Finally,
is definedasthe coveringsofthe |, ;e ympermeable weaves protect the human body

torso and limbs, as well as the cov-
erings for the hands, feet and head.

Articles carried rather than worn,
such as purses, are usually count-
ed as accessories, while glasses

: * or jewellery, although worn, also
N fit this category.
: | On the other hand, the body's

decoration with tattoos, make-
up and hairstyle, although
contributes to the general
message an individuals want

from coming into contact with the water of rain or
snow. Since water is an excellent thermal storage cell,
when the cold rain drops of snow flakes fall and touch
the human skin, they immediately send through the
nerve cells a message to the human brain that the exposed
area is becoming colder than the rest of the body and
causing people to feel discomfort.

But people wear clothingfor functional as well as social
reasons. :

Apart from the practical functions of placing a piece
of garment above the skin, wearing clothes also carries
: == : specific cultural and social meanings. In numerous cul-
(oxelay e addm?n tohisor 4 res, for instance, it is bad sight toihow to others parts
her clothing choices, donot ¢+ hyyman body anatomyand particularly the gen-
constitute clothingassuch. 1o 4 4 yHIeS
:;:;:;:Ei:;: :ﬁihﬁl:) 3 Thus, clothes serve asa method to hide from the rest

of the world the particular areas of a person’s body.

ofp.ro g henumehen Religion, customs and of course, particular historical-

¥ againstextreme weather con- Iyi : :
2 e - y important circumstances have shaped the way dif-
) ditons strongwinds,intense ¢ o4 heople in various times feel about clothing and

g heat, cold and pre- PP SR

exposure.
Moreover, clothing has been regarded as one of the
best ways to distinguish social classes, sexes, occu-
pation, marital status and ethnic or religious
affiliation. But in order to interpret correctly
the messages a particular set of clothes may
transmit to others, one has to be familiar
with the translation of the specific code.
Wearing white during a western funeral
for exampleis highly inappropriate, while
eastern societies endorse such a color
selection for mourning people.
Today, there are many materials with
which clothes are made.
A person can choose from purchas-
ing clothes made from natural erigin
materials, like silk, wool, and leather,
but may also select one for the man-
made fibers extensively used in
clothes manufacturing, likenylon,
polyester, Lycra and Gore-Tex.
With the recent technological
developments, there is great
speculation for the direction
future clothes will take; in
fact the clothing elec-
tronics industry has
just started.
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tarting a clothingine can be a very

rewarding experience for a creative -

entrepreneyr v e
) with a vision.
li;g hf‘thctr you're looking to create a simple
o printed appareliog you want to create

vill honoaiin casonal additions, this article

Bevta dlf] OWto starta clothing line.

: Eon Wha’t kind of clothing line you
g;?t to create, there’s likely going to be many

erent steps involved in the process.

The' more involved you want to be in the
sourcingand production of your line, the more
time, effort and money you'll have to invest. If
you re just interested in starting something
quick af’d easy, there are options for that too.

If you've ever been thinking about starting a
c!oﬂa{ng brand, look no further. This post has
been in the works for nearly a year and along
the way we've included the knowledge and
experience of dozens of entrepreneurs and
companies from the clothing industry. This
industry knowledge ranges from a small brand
that managed to launch a successful crowd
funding campaign that raised them E300 000
to put towards manufacturing their high-end
merino wool clothing line, to a private label
wholesaler of blank apparel who targets the
B2B market, to a pattern maker and tech pack
designer who works with aspiring clothing line
creators to help bring their visions to life and
finally we've gone right to the source to get
insight from a factory that dyes yarn and weaves
textiles.

There’s alot involved when it comes to start-
ing your own clothing line, so let’s jump into
it. Deciding Clothing Products You Want To
Sell

You have a lot of choices when it comes to
creating apparel and fashion products. If you've
always wanted to start a clothing line, you like-
ly already have a good idea of the particular
products you want to create and sell. For oth-
ers, creating a clothing brand may represent a
unique and interesting opportunity to design
a product that represents their personal style
and personality, but they may be unsure of
which products to sell.

Regardless of which person youare, it's impor-
tant to carefully considerall clothing and appar-
el options before deciding to move forward.

Some clothing and apparel products you may
want to consider for your brand are:

@ Short Sleeve Shirts

@ Long Sleeve Shirts

@ Hoodies

@ Pants/Leggings

@ Dresses

@ Lingerie/Underwear/Socks

Each of these clothing products presents their
own opportunities, challenges, and available
options for building a clothing business and
brand around them. Below we will look into
some of the most common clothing line busi-
ness models to get a better sense of the work,
time and monetary investment required for
each.

Choosing a Clothing Line Business Model

Ifyou're ready to start your clothing brand
you'll have some important choices to make
at this point. There are several directions
you can take to create your own brand
that are pretty different from each other. ,/f
Furthermore, and most importantly, ;
the difficultly, costs and time input
vary dramatically.

Let’s take look at the most com-
mon options:

@ Print-On-Demand

@ Private Label Clothing Line

@ Custom Cut & Sew Clothing Line

@ Let’s dig into the advantages and disad-

./l g

vantages of each one below:

1. Print-On-Demand Clothing Line

The first and easiest option for starting
your own clothing line involves printing
your designs or logo on standard blank
apparel. This is an attractive option for peo-
ple with alow budget (less than E1 000) and
those wanting to benefit from being able to
set up a nearly fully-automated business.
The biggest drawback to this type of busi-

ness model is the lower profit marginsand -

the lack of ability to differentiate your prod-
uct on things like material, stitching and fit
since you're using standard wholesale cloth-
ing.

The print-on-demand or direct-to-
garment printing process uses a special dig-
ital ink-jet printer to print ink directly onto
clothing and apparel. These digital print-
ers are able to produce full color images
with extreme accuracy.

Print-on-demand printing produces high
quality printed apparel quickly and effi-
ciently. Because of this, there are no setup
costs, unlike screen printing. This means
thatit's easy and cost effective to print small
orders (including just 1 unit).

Pros

@ No set-up costs

@ High quality prints

@ Unlimited color options

@ Perfect for low order quantities or one-
offs

@ Many clothing options (shirts, leggings,
socks, dresses etc.)

Cons

@ Not cost effective for large production
runs

@ Generally no volume discounts

@ Limited print product selection

@ Limited finishing options (tags, labels)

2. Wholesale/Private Label Clothing Line

This option is similar to the option above,
butalittle more involved, giving you more
options for personalizationand higher mar-
gins, while costing more and taking slight-
ly longer to get started.

This method involves you purchasing
blank clothing products that you would

then need to customize by adding print,
tags, labels, etc. Since you're purchasing
bulk inventory upfront, you'll also need to
figure out warehousing and shipping for
your products.

By purchasing blank clothing and appar-
el items upfront and in bulk, you get bet-
ter pricing which allows for greater mar-
gins. As an additional benefit, by purchas-
ing inventory upfront and not print-
ing/shipping directly from the printer, you
have greater control over the final product
allowing you to add additional details like
tags and custom labels. This allows you to
further increase your brand’s perceived
value to achieve greater margins. Finally,
purchasing inventory upfront allows for
more cost effective and equally high-qual-
ity printing processes like screen printing
(as opposed to digital direct-to-garment
printing as noted in the above method).

Screen printing is an old technique
that has stood the test of time. As
one of the most popular meth-
ods for printing onto clothing
and apparel, screen printing can

produce durable and long lasting
result. However, it hasa labor inten-
sive setup process which means screen
printing is its most cost effective when
printing in bulk.

Pros

@ Cost effective in large
batches

@ Volume discounts

@Potential for increased
perceived value from
customers

@ Potential for
increased margins

Cons

@ Not cost
effective for
large inven-
tories of
designs, col-
ors and
sizes

@® Can
only
print

simple images and designs (not photographs)
@ Usually minimum order starts at 10
units per color/size
@ You'll have to manage inventory and
shipping yourself

3. Custom Cut and Sew Clothing Line

Custom cutand sew clothing means you're
doing everything. We're talking about design-
ing sketches, turning them into patterns,
sourcing fabrics and manufacturers and
paying for a full production run (which
could be thousands of units).

Making your own clothing isn’t for the
faint of heart. This can be an intensive process
that can take months at minimum to get
upand running. You'll need to find a man-
ufacturer that is willing to do smaller runs,
you'll need to work with a pattern maker,

and you'll have to source and test
fabric, and create many sam-
ples before you even come
close to a finished product.

Depending on the exact
*_ clothing items you're
\ >\ looking to produce, just

! to geta few samples as
finished products can
cost thousands.
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bongeni Sithungo,
famously known
as D] Mbo, born
and raised in Mbabane, from a fam-
ily of 6, a second born, a Graphic
Designer, a DJ and entrepreneur.

He makes sure every item he sells
isofhigh quality and meets interna-
tional standards. Sithungo is always
researching on latest trends through
the internet and magazines and tak-
ing advice from his clients.

He has learnt that it's fast paced
and very innovative, which is what
keeps him excited. I am a very cre-
ative person, so I really enjoy the cre-
ativity and marketing part of it.

They can purchase the caps only
at Sneakers, Corner Plaza at P
Ezulwini and at Clothing
Solutions, Bhunu Mall,
Manzini. The rest of the
itemscanbeorderedvia /=
social medium, Facebook
@Dj_Mbo and
Instagram @Dj_Mbo

Through producing
creative and trendy
dothes, Keeping track
of everything, and
managing by the
numbers. He sees
it being easily
accessible in
top respected
stores being cre-
ative.

Seeing people
wearing it with
prideand believing
in what he does.

It's uniqueness. The
biggest challenge is
non-collection of orders,
which is the reason why
moving towards people access-
ing them in a store is the best
option.

People want authentic
products regardless of where
they are produced, that’s
where the opportunities
are.

{
(

(

ABOUT HIGH
QUALILTY

= == — =

You have to stay true to your heritage,
that's what your brand is about.”

MARK SWAG
INSPIRED BY
URBAN STREET
WEAR CULTURE

higgy Mbewe, co-owner of Mark Swag in ternation-

al. T'm the marketingand sales head of this urban street

wear brand, which was founded by my brother Chitambi
Chenx Mbewe. -

“First and foremost, we design and sew the clothes ourselves
and partially outsource some of the branding. We have control
over the quality of our product and trends in today's market.
That makes us stand out from the rest besides the fact that we
also produce some of the other local brands. We always try to
stay a step ahead by being uniqueand innovative in our designs.
We always try to identify what we call short term trends which
are trends that last 3 to 6 months and only focus on longer and
more impactful trends. Recently we have been working on a gym
line because we noticed alot of people have made gym a lifestyle,
now this trend will be around for a long time if not forever.

The clothing industry is very complex you need to have a team
you cannot run a brand on your own. Most brands in Eswatini
are run by individuals; we made sure we have a design team,
branding team, marketing and sales team. That's how we have
stayed afloat all these years

We have a store in Manzini at Summer Place building
shop 19 EMC design studio on Mancishane street. We also

have another associate store opposite SNPF building in

Mangzini called Genuine Leather. And in Mbabane our

clothing is available at Perfume Hut at the Corporate Place.

We keep our clothing lines or ranges alive by using ambas-
sadors and influencers, for instance we dropping the
Zumpson line with Zuma, an influencer and graph-
ic designer using his artwork and skills will help

us tap into a new market in Johannesburg and
because he is Swati his friends or fans there
will also endorse our line. We give the brand
to the people we do not try to dictate the
designs and trends ourselves that's why we
work with different people.

DJ Mbo

-
%

ihle Maseko works close
with Shaun Dlamini,
Khonza Nzalo and
Mengezi Mlangeni. Theyare cur-
rently at tertiary.
What makes them differentis
their culture professionalism
when doing things. They
have also launched several
products and services, head
wear (caps, sun visors, bean-
ies, socks and smart casual
wear).
On the service section, they
now offer photography.
“We don't worry about what
others think of our style because
we follow only the trends that we
can see ourselves wearing, notevery
single one.
“We have learnt that trends come
and go. We need to wear whatever




Mark Swag internationa will beshipped
all over the world, we are workingon an
online store. And we are hopingtoopena
store in Canada next vear through our
founder Chex, who has relocated there.
We will also supply more stores with
our dothingin SA and Zambia, Growing
upin a family of designers andtailors
was groomed by my brotherhe created
Mark Swag and sort of dropitinmylap
and expected me to run withitIwasa
bitreluctant however the response from
clients was overwhelming and I found
myself selling t-shirts in varsity, doing
fashion shows all over Gauteng, anyone
that knows me new I had a t-shirtonme
to sell. I'd sell t-shirts in my sleep literal-
ly.
The merch is inspired by urban street
wear culture and influencers such Kanye
west, brands like off white and Adidas. Even
pop culture has a lot to do with our direc-
tion. The classic Mark Swag print had
impacted so many clientsits
oneifakind!!! The thick-
ness and texture will
haveyou digging your
pockets. Our cut is
personalized and our
designs are always
timeless. Competition
of course however the
last competition we faced
in the country was
two years back.
Lately we have
been running
theindustry like
a monopoly.
Online shop-
ping is the
new wave!
With so
much inter-
net access
young
designers
need to
jump on
b Nes
Online
shopping
waveand
use the
internet
toits fully
capacity”
Mbewe shared.

|
|
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kids when making merchandise. He has also
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'm Zweli Dlamini, from Msunduza in
Mbabane recently completed his tertiary
education at Limkokwing University
(International Tourism).
The logo (brand) itselfis different; it has this
deep concept behind it. He used the pin as
it’s a very useful tool e.g. it connects fabrics,
decorates and used to improvise in case of
emergencies.
He thought putting it down with the map
also has lot of meanings, including try-
ing to connect nations with the brand

(S%‘:zt;ﬁly he tries by all means to learnt that lot of people do not like ‘me too’ so
keep his merchandise simple but with it’s crucial to make our staff a limited edition.
high quality (to fit all agesand styles). We try to be consistent, deliver on time keep,
Hiealso tries toheas outfamihisl P with the trends and provide best customer

service with quality. We are:aiming to the stars,
so if everything goes well, in five years’ time we
should be doing business across borders and
owning at least two stores locally.

I worked in one of the big brand stores in town
for a few years, which grew the love of clothes
in me, will say this again also the arrival of my
little angel Lillie gave me the push factor to go
ahead and put it into action, ” Dlamini shared.

He just wants the brand to be up there, rep-
resent the country with the others, embrace the
most undervalued tool of the pin and also be
known of high quality and exclusive brand.

Itis the uniqueness of the logo, the local brand
name and the fact that it represents Africa as a
whole.

“To be honest, Emaswati are accepting our
local brands, they are supporting big-time as
much as there are still people talking negativity
about local brands. There are people who only

clients on what they really want, in

other words he does personalise

other merchandise if requested.
He wants his clients to have a say,
be part of this new brand. '

“I work with a team that helps
research on the latest trends on
social media, fashion shows, TV,
magazines and more,(Barman
Thwala, Imaginerlens, Bandiswa
Malkhanya, Cindy Marley Miles,

Howard Vilakati and Nokwanda to
name a few)” he said.

He has seen that nowadays fami-
lies like wearing the same brand,
from the little one to the father just
like him and his daughter (Lillie). It
is very important for a brand to include

TRENDS COME AND GO - SLQM

wewant, when we want. Also that before you buy
something, think of yourself wearing it

We advertise our work using social media plat-
forms such as instagram(@slgm_wear),
Facebook(Slgm Wear) and Whatsapp(76863294).
That's is where people get to place orders of our
products. Physically we are found at the House of
Gazibo Boutique, Eyethu building, office no. 12,
Nkoseluhlaza Street, Manzini.

By understanding the concept of competing
against yourself, because it’s not about winning
in this industry, it's about doing your best, taking
risks and seeking for improvement.

By constantly re-inventing the brand through
the means of creating unique, innovative and
trendsetting designs that will hopefully push the
fashion industry forward in the country

Tn mass production which is available in most
fashion stores all over the country, reaching all
local customers hopefully abroad as well.

In the past, I've always found myself wearing the

ing that feeling for all who wear the brand.
The fact that it's simply made and designed
by the people who wear it. If you can imag-
ine the outfit we can make it for you.
The brand is well received in the country;
see a genuine interest from the Swazi people,

tl kin i
one else, I didn’t enjoy it, so T rently working on

same outfit as some

thought to myself, why not cr ea;:“&gr?; gza:? on fashion and designing, there’s general lack

and design my own unique Outis 1 innovativeness.

started the brand. . , We look so much towards foreign coun-
Uniqueness, it's wearing somethingthatonlya ;o0 that we fail to realize that there is

having the pride to walk out of
g that [am the only one who
simply aim at provid-

immense potential that lays within our own

few people have,
country” he shared.

the house knowin
owns this type of outfit; we

wear Swazi brands.

like the fact that it's locally owned and made.
Challenges we're facing asa brand, in fact I think
all the new brands experience is the issue of find-
ing raw material, high quality material, we often
have to compromise on some designs to fit the
available materials, it’s something we are cur-

I think as a country we do not focus much

N ALWAYS KEEP YOUR
- IMERCHANDISE SIMPLE

The only challenges I think T can mention are
finances (capital) and stable place to stock out
the merchandise.

As a colourful country with very beautiful tra-
ditional attires, I think we haven’t been innov-
ative enough to play around and bring up all the
Swati beauty in our brands yet, young design-

ers have lot of oppor-

tunities to work
with brands to mix
up European
and African
fashion into
one piece,” he

added.

we

they




riefly tell us about yourself?

Well, T am an artist, specifically focusing
on music at the moment. And I say ‘at the
moment’ because I'm passionate about all
art forms and definitely interested in expand-
inginto acting, fashion etc in the near future.

Your love and passion for music. How
did that come about?

I guessIalways had itin me because I grew
upin a family that adores music more than
your ordinary family. I like to think if my
father had allowed himself to, he would
have been a musician. All my siblings are
musically talented, it'sa genetic gift, I think,
haha! But fast-forward to 2010, my first year
atuniversity, I met Macgee, he was in a band
and they were looking for a vocalist. He was
the band leader I guess, because he was the
one who recruited me, and 'recruit' is a nice
way of saying, I was pushed into it because
I honestly didn't believe I had a special voice,
nor had I ever written a song in my entire

life.

That was the beginning, although noth-
ing special came out of it really, because in
2012 I came back home and later got a job
asajournalist. It wasn't until Macgee reached
out to me in 2015, which was about four
years of no contact, and he said he had been
making beats and couldn't think of anyone
to sing better on them...haha! I thought that
was too far-fetched but then again it was
just the right words to get me to try music
again. That's how my first song Power' came
about, which couldn't have been a better
song to start with now thatIlook back and
think about it, because of its depth and
meaning. Funny enough, I wasn't aware of
it either, until months later, I realised that
I had written from my soul and with this
song, I was able to tell a story that was hid-
den inside of me and I was able to express
all that had been suppressing me. So I guess
one can say through 'Power' I allowed myself
to say YES and surrender to God's call for
my life. .

What type of genre do you specialise in
and who do you look up to?

I mostly specialise in RnB and pop, but
not limited to just the two. I see myself as
an all rounder, for me it's more like a wave
to ride than just music and the word
'senre’, honestly ever pops up at the end of
the creating process of a song, because then
I have to categorise it for sale purposes etc.
I have worked with the likes of D] Dino
Bravo, re-creating a house track titled ‘Stay
Real' and I look forward to expanding and
pushing boundaries in terms of my cre-
ations. I look up to alot of artists, especial-
ly Beyonce and the late Michael Jackson.

When and how did you break into the
entertainment industry?

I decided to focus on music in 2016. My
breakout song was Power. With the help
of my then manager, I was able fo get shows
and send out my music to radio, media plat-
forms etc. She was really instrumental because
she helped give me a sense of direction. I
also did a lot of research, which really helped
me learn and understand what I was get-
ting myself into. My researcf‘l included
watching a lot of workshops, live perfor-
mances and documentaries about musi-
cians, there's honestly a lot one can learn

BEAT ON BeaTs wiTH MbuBasA

@ ! aspire to make money just like any.other busine:ss does,
and what's important is having a plan and strategy in place.

from merely watching and following in the footsteps of other musicians.

The industry comes with a lot of challenges. How have you been able to over come t:hem?

Staying in God I guess. Every field has challenges I believe, but what's imperative is staying con-
nected to God and knowing why you are doing what you are doing (the number one and most
the fact that you are passionate about it).

that's one way to overcome the many challenges that occur in the
especially that of

important reason of all being

Patience and persistence oo,
entertainment industry. Our biggest downfall as creators is rushing the process,

creation. 2018, for example, taught me so much about patience, it was truly an excruciating process
until T allowed myself to just give in to life's order and timing. And that for me in 2018 was learn-
ing to acknowledge, love and respect the work that I had done so far. I tried so .hard to release new
music and failed, It was frustrating really, but with new understanding and wisdom, I wasable to
do the inner work within myself, allowing myself to accept that I am enough as an artist, my work
and every song I have created is special in its own way and that it should never be neglect-

winning the MTN SWAMA award was part of my lesson of patience
gh to allow a song or

isenough
ed, by me especially. I believe
and the reward that comes with it. It was a lesson that being patient enou,

UPERSTAR
ON THE RISE

@ One of my biggest highlights is allowing myself to fully jump into music in the
first place. If someone would have showed me my today, three years ago when |
first started out, | seriously would have not believed them.

. two years... should we expect an album from

- egyin place.

~ watch.

your art to grow will eventually yield beautiful
results.

Having released a couple of singles in the past

Mandisa anytime soon?

1 don't know, honestly. People quite often ask
me this question, and T always say ‘creating music
is a business' at the end of the day, I aspire to
make money just like any other business does,
and what'simportantis having a plan and strat-

My priority right now, as a business, is build-
ing a fanbase so strong that when I release an
album, I will definitely make returns. Also, I
believe creating an album is about telling a full
story, so until I figure out exactly what story I
am telling in that season, I will just be releasing
singles. It could be this year that everything comes
together or maybe five years from now, [ don't
know. What I do know though, is that in the
meanwhile Iwill be doing the work that is required
of me so that when the time is right and oppor-
tunity avails itself, I will be ready and open to
fully give of myselfin that manner.

Asyou mayknow... Beat On Beats isa move-
ment aimed at promoting the local house music
scene. What is your view on house music
Eswatini?

House music has always been alive here at
home, I think it's one of the genres that bring a
lot of people together. It's beautiful to watch our
house DJs and artists grow, compete interna-
tionally and top streaming charts like i Tunes etc.
That on its own shows just how creative we are
as a nation, it shows just how much potential we
have and how far we can go. It is beautiful to

Any favourite producers? And would you
look into collaborating with one of them in the
near future?

Interestingly enough, I don't have a favourite
producer. I am just open and willing to work
with anyone who is great at what they do, with
the understanding that the term 'great' does not
necessarily mean fame/famous. Some unknown
producers are just as great as the popular or well-
known producers. We all don't want the same
things in life, and I've learned to never allow
myself to miss an opportunity based on mylim-
ited understanding of human beings or because
Ididn't give someone a chance.

What have been your highlights and down-
falls as a singer?

One of my biggest highlights is allowing myself
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::1 Cfull}(fi JUMp inte musicin the first place. If someone would have
wedme my today, threeyears ago when I first started out, I seri-
Ouzl)i would have pet believed them. But I came in it with just faith,
?I?cr g}less in a way the process will forever be an ongoing ever-
S5 Eiasmg highlight.. sounds crazy I know, haha! Second biggest
f ght would be winning the MIN SWAMA award, which was
30 cautiful way for the universe to affirm that T am in the right field,
= ing g«fl}at I am meant to do and doing it how I am meant to do.
= aS:), €INg nominated for ‘Best Female Artist in Southern Africa’
5 Wwas definitely insane, still is even now. Its an experience that has
roadenec} my mind in so many beautiful ways.

_ A do?vnt.all would be patience, as L mentioned above, but the beau-
tiful thing is I now understand that until I master patience, Iam hon-
estly just playing myself. And so when life throws me lessons of
patience, I am now moreallowing of myself to stop, turn within and
do the work required for progress.

Can you tell i '
- us about your recent trip to Ghana and how that

The SWAMA president told us about the All Africa Music Awards
(AFRIIVL'A) and I was one of the artists who applied - by submitting
my song Party’. Funny thingis, 1 applied and completely forgot about
it, r:hen Mozailk The Producer called to congratulate me, with con-
fusion of course, I asked whathe was talking about, and he then relat-
ed to me that the AFRIMA nominations list was out and I had made
Fhe cut for 'Best Female artist in Southern Africa’. I couldn't believe
I, even more when I saw the other African artist in my category;
I\Tadxa Nakai, Shekinah, Babes Wodumo, Rouge!!! Who are all the
biggest artist in South Africa at the moment. God truly surpassed
my dreams and expectations with
this one. Going to Ghanawas
abeautiful opportunity toplay, e =
connect and rub shoulderswith 3
the biggest artist in Africa. But
more importantly an oppor-
tunity that broadened my
mind and level of dreams and
goals. I came back a whole
different person,
mentally, and I
am deeply grate-
ful for the

S AFRIMA
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back to what I had mentioned earlier on, that in my lesson of patience last
year, L had to acknowledge, love and respect my existing songs, knowing that
they are good enough and should never be neglected, by me especially.

You have created quite a fanbase, what should your fans expect from
Mandisa?

Well, I mean it depends on what my life lesson is this year, haha! I'm just
kidding,

My single 'Party’ will be available on Caller Tunes very soon. I will update
my supporters via social media. I'm also working on releasing new material
and collaborating with amazing musicians, DJs and producers. My social
media is the best way to stay informed on what I am currently doing, so I
advise readers to ensure they follow me so they do not miss out on what's
new.

‘Words of advice to aspiring vocalists/artists.

@ Firstly, stay connected to God, He is your source of being and
source of inspiration. Have faith and trust that He will provide
all that you need to succeed.

@ Be true to yourself; there'sno one like you in the entire '
universe and that is your power. Allow yourselfto be A
courageous in your art,  know sometimes it's difficult
to be honest because having to re-live your personal
story maybe painful, but the truth is the only way to
succeed, it is to tell your story exactly how it s, it's the
whole point of having the gift of creating.

@ Practice makes perfect; no matter how talented
you may think you are, if you do not allow yourself
to cultivate/work on your talent, you will deprive
yourself of growth and suceess.

@ Do not rush the process; as artists we tend to
think releasing music automatically gives us the sta-
tus of celebrity, so much that we demand things we
haven't even began working for. It's important to
know your place without losing sight of your goal.
Be humble in your journey and with the little suc-
cesses that you gain along the way.

@ Have a plan; know what it is that you are going
for, people will come along in the name of assisting
you ( some will keep their word, others not so much)
take their help but never lose sight of what it is you
are aiming at.

Instead of fitting in their plans of what they
think you should do, make them fit in your plans
so that when they don't live up to their word,
you are not left in confusion, instead, you con-
tinue with your initial plan.

@ Find the right help/team; it takes time but
it'simportant because there's only so much you A
can do alone. Surround your self with the right i
people for your soul, which means your team i 4
must be made of people who believe in you,
Jove and support you. Wealllearn along the
way so don't be afraid to allow your team to
learn as they go, what's important is that
they are 100% invested in you.

@ Lastly, learn to trust your inner voice,
sometimes it may be frightening to follow
your intuition, but trust me, it always knows
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hief Justice Bheki Maphalala

was all over the news this past

week, with lawyers going ham-
merand tongs in exposing the judicial fail-
ings in the country at the hands of the CJ.

Ina powerful submission during the open-
ing ofﬂ‘{e High Court on Monday, the legal
eagles did not hold back as they accused the

CJofwhat they termed as “justice for sale.”

Law Society President Mandla Mkhwanazi
lambasted the CJ as being responsible for
the judicial collapse. He accused the CJ of
meeting litigants and determining the out-
come of cases all by’ himself.

The lawyers went on to slam the CJ for
refusing to meet with them despite numer-
ousattempts to engage him.

Consequently, the lawyers don’t see any
difference between the CJ and his prede-
cessor, Michael ‘Malkhulu Baas’ Ramodipedi.

These are serious allegations against the
man entrusted with a responsibilityas huge
as that of the CJ.

And, guess what, all the CJ could say to
save his sorry face was to ask the lawyers to
produce evidence of the ‘justice for sale’ accu-
sations. What kind of arrogance is that?

I'would have expected better from the CJ,
at least give a satisfactory response to such
damning allegations than portraying him-
selfa smart alec by asking for evidence?

Never mind the fact that the lawyers have
evidence for his escapades as they later claimed
the following day, but what was the CJ try-
ing to achieve by demanding evidence?

His response strikes me as that of some-
one caught with pants down and desper-
ately trying to save face.

The lawyers articulated their issues per-
fectly as far as I’'m concerned and all they
needed was a response from the CJ.

But instead, Maphalala like a cornered
snake, came out all guns blazing and demand-
ed evidence in the process.

My question is; what evidence does one
need that the CJ has not been meeting the
lawyers? He knows it’s a fact that there has
been no meeting between him and the lawyers.

SHOW US EVIDENCE YOU
NOT ‘MAKHULU BAAS’

...It looks a case of jumping from the fire into the frying pan for the country’s justice system.

o

Chief Justice Bheki Maphalala.

Instead of demanding evidence,
Maphalala should be telling us why
he’s not been meeting the lawyers.

There’s overwhelming evidence
that the lawyers have met all other
stakeholders apart from the CJ.

Record

They are on record saying they
have met Prime Minister Ambrose
Mandvulo Dlamini, Deputy Prime
Minister Themba Masuku, Attorney
General Sifiso Mashampu Khumalo
and Minister of Justice and
Constitutional Affairs Pholile
Shakantu and Director of Public
Prosecutions Phila Dlamini.

So, should we say the lawyers
have a problem or clearly the prob-
lem lies somewhere else?

It makes you wonder therefore

if the lawyers are wrong that the
CJ is not different to ‘Makhulu
Baas’. They liken the CJ’s appoint-
ment to the second coming of
‘Makhulu Baas’.

Concerning

These are frightening allegations
which should be concerning the
CJ, instead of putting a barrier in
defence. If anything, Maphalala
should look himselfin the mirror
to try and see where the likeness
with the much-vilified former CJ
comes from.

That's what good leaders do. They
sit and reflect on things. You get
criticised and then you try to learn
fromit.

Not to quickly jump onto a defen-
sive mode as the C] did on the fate-

ful Monday during the High Court
opening,
Ramodipedi

No one needs to be reminded
about Ramodipedi’s well-docu-
mented antics and ill-fated reign
as head of the Judiciary in the coun-
try. So, for anyone to be likened to
that man, [ would be worried.

We shouldn’t reach a point where
we are all in agreement that it seems
a case of jumping from the fire into
the frying pan for the country’s
justice system.

All the CJ needed to say was assure
the lawyers that one; he would
address the concerns they raised
and two; he would find time in his
obviously busy schedule to meet
with them.

©liliplilelin

Arrogance for anyone holdinga

. leadership position can bea recipe
- for disaster. Forewarned is fore-

armed.
I'm reminded of the old adage
that says: “Arrogance is a road-

- block on the highway of wisdom.”

The CJ should not allow himself
to be above reproach. Doesn’t that
statement sound familiar?

Yes, it does because I have heard
it before. These were the warning
signs we all saw before the mon-
umental collapse of justice in the
previous regime led by Ramodipedi.

The CJ should not allow things
to degenerate into the chaos that
they were during Ramodipedi’s
time.

We don't like to sing the T told
you so’ chorus because by then it
would be too late to pick up the
pieces.

Ifhe keeps demanding evidence
of the justice for sale from the
lawyers, then perhaps we will also
demand that he furnishes us with
evidence that the man at the helm
of the country’s Judiciary is not
Michael Ramodipedi posing as
Bheki Maphalala.

Because, there is such striking
resemblance at the moment that
it makes it difficult to see the dif-
ference. Or, is it me seeing dou-
ble? You may never know with
these things.

Whatever it is, am sure no one
wishes to see the sequel of the

Ramodipedi era. Not now, not in
future.

Just saying, I thank you.

Guiding SA through the morass of corruption

OHANNESBURG - The tone of his

voice rarely fluctuating, Advocate Paul

Pretorius has spent much of the past year

wating South Africa through the treacher-
ous maze of state capture.

He has done so with measure, control and a
stern hand. He has been a cicerone, guiding us
into the crevices and corners where the most
astonishing corruption Iurks, into the cul-de-sac
of Gavin Watson's Monopoly money cash safe
and leading us through the clandestine back-
room exchanges, illuminating how the Guptal

came to light. As the landmines explodingat the
Tiso Blackstar offices in Braamfontein ripple
across the country, itis his deferential approach,
his slow and measured movements, that brings
a sense of calm to the proceedings. He has jo'%ned
the dots of complex graft, pointing out the sign-
posts of collusion and com promise a_Iong.the
way, stressing the seriousness of the situation,
but without ever sounding the alarm.

It makes the 69-year-old's selection as evidence
leader and head of the legal team an inspired one
by Deputy Chief Justice Ray Zondo. It's as if
Zondo knew we would need a steady hand to
hold the fragility together when the skeletons

began tumbling out. |

Those who know him best say he doesn't see
himself as a charismatic corruption buster. He
is reluctant to stick his head out above the para-
pet or elevate himself above his team, although
he has allegedly faced some dissent from with-
in his ranks. Pretorius subscribes to an ethos
reminiscent of that of US special counsel and
Trump investigator Robert Mueller, the master
of silence. As Mueller speaks through his indict-
ments, Pretorius is speaking vicariously through
his witnesses' testimony. (For the record, he
declined a request to be interviewed for this arti-
cle because he is restricted by bar council rules.)

"He's a very astute fellow, very moral. He's not
dynamic and he's not terribly charismatic but

you couldn't have higher integrity. I wasn't sur-
prised at all that he was made evidence leader.
It made perfect sense," a senior counsel tells me
about his long-time associate. Pretorius is held
in the highest regard by his colleagues at the bar
as a "true gentleman". But beyond the compo-
sure, the temperament and the intellectualising
round spectacles, is a complex, layered history
peppered with surprising nuggets - from ban-
ning orders, to rugby games with Steve Biko,
more than one marriage, a brief sojourn as a
record store owner, sinister threats, a quirky,
sandpaper dry sense of humour and evena gold
Cannes Lion.
News24
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By Comfort Mabuza

lato once said, “One of the
penalties for refusing to par-
ticipate in politics is that you
end up being governed by your inferiors.”

The Kingdom f Eswatini is in a crisis and

the sooner the Christian community rises

to assume its social concern role and agen-
daand help broker peace between the polit-
ical leadership and labour movement, we
are facing a bleak future and doomed. While
prayer move the mountains, as a theologian
and social commentator, I am convinced
that the church, yes, Christian leadership
must become salt and light and help resolve
the impulse we are faced with. We have
prayed and fasted, but I guess its high time
Christian leadership emerge to chart the
maze.

This nation need the voice of God, and
such an opportunity calls for Christian wit-
nesses to emerge and help bring about nation-
al healing.

The church cannot afford to fold arms
and only prepare souls for the Kingdom of
Heaven, social concern and justice is our
core business and mission. If God is Lord
over our lives, then we better roll-up our
sleeves and help bring the Kingdom of God’s
agenda in the matters of governance of this
great nation.

Otherwise, we will soon be swimming in
endless turmoil and facing economic crises.
The church should broker peace and har-
mony. Christians must get involved and
avoid being governed by novices who have
no clue what governance entails. George
O’'Well states, “A people who elect corrupt
politicians, impostors, thieves, and traitors
are not victims .. ..but accomplices.”

ECONGMIC CRISES
SHOULD BE OUR CONCERN
When the working class are not able to
meet their basic needs and sustain their
livelihoods, the church should be concerned
as poverty is no good news at all. People will
surely be unable to cope as thousands will
be living way below the poverty levels. The

ESWATINI SOCIO-
ECONOMIC TRENDS NEED
A CHURCH SOCIAL
CONCERN INTERVENTION

@ Almost 39 years later, the country is collapsing, confronted with so many
challenges as a result of bad governance and poor judgement by the leadership.

Christian church has tended to preach
salvation of the soul and preparing
people’s spiritual lives for heaven,
and in the process end up neglecting
socio-economic agenda as part of
establishing the kingdom of God.
The Christian church cannot afford
allowing poverty to reign and render
our people hopeless and unable to
cope. Social concern agenda should
propel the church to be concerned
about the state of the economy and
how it affects the citizenry. While we
mourn the fiscal indiscipline, Christians
certainly would be naive to turn a
blind eye on reckless spending of pub-
lic funds and continued failure to
meet the needs of the populace.

There is no way we can live in peace
and stability when the masses are
hungry and unable to sustain their
livelihoods.

It is a matter of realising that gov-
ernment should ensure people’s liveli-
hoods are sustained and basic things
met.

‘When we have the bigger percent-
age of the citizens living way below
the poverty lines, then we have an
emerging crises, as quality life becomes
a far-fetched dream.

Atthe end of the day Emaswati must
feel secured that their life matters.
We cannot afford to have the obtain-
ing crises economically remain unat-
tended to.

Someone mustensure that the basic
things like access to food, medical
care and sustained livehoods isa top
priority by the government of the
day, otherwise we are headed for dis-
aster and gloom.

Socrates, as if drumming sense says,
“The wise who refuse to rule should
prepare to suffer the rule of idiots.”
We better get involved on social con-
cern agenda.

BASIC LIVING STANDARDS

If Emaswati are living way below
the poverty levels, then the Christian
obligation should be that of ensur-
ing we help come out with interven-
tion mechanisms. If the populace
cannot have food and shelter, we are
not settinga good example if we can-
not provide Christian counsel.

We tend to forget that a hungry
person isan angry lot, and Christ fed
the hungry; a sign that we should be
concerned about people’s livelihoods
and standards ofliving. It begins with
ensuring that food security is guar-
anteed for the populace. So long as
we live on handouts, where people
become beggars, yet we as a country
are blessed with fertile land and rivers
that could be used for irrigation, shame
on us.

A national policy aimed at address-
ing land utilization is long overdue.
Zoning the land for sustainable agri-
culture remains crucial in our moth-
erland.

We are quick to lay blame and say
people are lazy, when there is hard-
ly any empowerment programmes
aimed at arming people with skills
and potential to address food secu-
rity matters.

Eswatini needs to re-visit its own
priorities about the living standards
and livelihoods of the populace. We
seriously must be concerned at the
high number of people struggling to
survive.

The ongoing national crisis needs
prompt attention, otherwise we are
brewing disaster asa bigger percentage
of the population are in dire need of
food aid and can hardly access qual-
ity medical attention.

The living standards of the people
are worrisome and the sooner we

attend to that the better. Living on
handouts and continued failure to
engage on national programmes
aimed at ensuring food security is &
sign that we are compromising qual-

ity life.

NATIONAL PRIORITIES

Asadvocates and defenders of human
rights, the church must be concerned
that national priorities are not in
order. .
Government should be compelled
to urgently address the high levels of
poverty and unemployment. Previously,
it wasa matter of embracing the real-
ity that we as a country perhaps do
not possess needed skills and com-
petences.

It should concern the church lead-
ership too that many graduates and
well trained Emaswati cannot find
job opportunities. We should begin
by asking ourselves if the skills peo-
ple acquire are really needed onesto
help move the country forward to
become an economic hub in SADC.

If we have arable land; why not
invest in agriculture? Seemingly our
climate does allow us to have farm-
ing doneall year round. Itis perhaps
high time that we revisit the land pol-
icy and tenure.

There is a serious food shortage
right now, when millions of acres of
land is being used for growing sugar
can instead.

One has no qualms that sugar brig
good fortune and returns in foreign
exchange, but what is that if we still
cannot grown staple food, maize and
beans? Somehow, one wonders if our
agriculture policy on food security is
being dusted and revisited accord-
ingly.

Why should we as a country have
acres of uncultivated fertile lands,

FEATURES
especially in the middle and Lowveld

potbeing utilised to ensure food sus-

tainability and security?

Itcertainly does not make sense to
be always carrying a begging bowl,
when land we have and it is just a
matter of ensuring the irrigation sys-
tem is adequate even during the dry
season. Ordinarily, while we chase
for crops that give us foreign exchange,
perhaps its high time we reflect on
sustainable agriculture to ensure food
security. Let the church arise with
solutions.

SKILLS FOR LIVEHOODS
At the end of the day, the church
should assist this nation to think seri-
ously about appropriate skills devel-
opment for her citizens.

Christians should be concerned
that the education being provided
hasall needed components to make
the citizens compete globally.
Government must ensure we havea
highly skilled populace armed with
skills to venture into business and
create more job opportunities.

Itis our social concern as Christian
leaders that no people should be loi-
tering around with no skillsand com-
petences to survive the harsh reality
of being unemployed because one
lacks needed skills.

Our tertiary education seems to be
producing more white collar profes-
sionals, when in reality technology
advancement is pointing to the fact
that vocational skills as preferred and
highly on demand not only in SADC,
but the continent is in dire need of
vocational qualifications and skills.
We have tended to forget that our
country, and to a large extent the
SADC is blessed with natural resources
needing skills and competences that

can only come through vocational

acquired skills.

This is God's world and the Christian
community must rise up with ade-
quate answers on how to respond
with armed and equipped personnel
even in the agri-business as well as
technology advancement. I am shat-
tered to think that engineering and
technology skills are still dominated
by expatriates.

One wonders when we will pro-
duce more technocrats armed with
needed skills for emerging markets
and industries.

The church must take the lead in
developing people skills based on
market demands.

Evang. Wilton Mamba | Efop

esus did everything humanly com-
prehensible to prove to the Jews that
He was sent from the Father.

ey did not believe Him. To the casual

reader, the New Testament of the Holy Bible
comes across as a story of a man who tries
desperately to convince his detractors that
he is something important. And no one
believes him. Sounding very desperate to the
spiritually uninformed, Jesus told the Sanhedrin
(Council of the elders who formed d?e Ie:v:sh
High Court) as they persecuted Him, “But
from now on, the Son of Man will be seat-
ed at the right hand of the power of Qod.
While this statement really sounded like a
pipe-dream under the circumstances, Jesus
was quoting the scriptures, a truism and

LOST IN TRANSLATION

@ Interestingly, there are many doctrines today who dispute the truth that Jesus is God. While His knowledge
of the scriptures without having undergone conventional training made the Jews wonder as to where such
knowledge came from, in their eyes this still did not qualify Jesus to make the claims He did.

prophecy that could not be changed.
Following are a few examples that
play out just how His own people
did not believe that Jesus had the
authority He daimed to have because
the Holy Spirit was not released at
the time - the key to decode Jesus’
language: ‘Now the Jews mur-
mured and found fault with Him
because He said, “I am the bread
that came down out of heaven.”
“They kept saying, “Is this not Jesus,
the son of Joseph, whose father
and mother we know? How does

He now [have the arrogance to]
say, Thave come down out of heav-
en’?” (John 6:41-42). But Jesus
continued to assert His deity: ‘So
Jesus answered, “Stop murmur-
ing among yourselves. No one can
come to Me unless the Father who
sent Me draws him [giving him
the desire to come to Me]; and I
will raise him up [from the dead]
on the last day.”

For a people who were steeped
in tradition, following the Law of
Moses as religiously as it was human-

ly possible, this was blasphemy. It
is this blatant approach to His min-

in their eyes this still did not qual-
ify Jesus to make the claims He

istry that has led latter day Bible
scholars to even suggest that Jesus
was either what He claimed He
was or He was plain mad to claim
He was God'.

Interestingly, there are many doc-
trines today who dispute the truth
that Jesus is God. While His knowl-
edge of the scriptures without hay-
ing undergone conventional train-
ing made the Jews wonder as to
where such knowledge came from,

did.

Never discouraged, Jesus went
on to plead for their understand-
ing; not at all begging them, but
doing more than was enough to
get them to see Him for who He
Wwasand still is, even quoting from
their own Law in the Old Testament,
“Itis written in the prophets, ‘And
they will all be taught of God.’
“Everyone who has listened to and
learned from the Father, comes to
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irstly, I publiclycondemn the
high incidents ofmurder, rape;
brutality, and sexual violence
and offences withip, the country.

'Whe_thf;:r these are happening in ‘rela-

tionships’ be it intimate, family or commu-
nity, they are strong indicators of a failed
state. Morally, spiritual and psychological-
lyfailingin Protecting each other, indicates
moral degeneration, Thys, begging me to
a§k dges murdering, raping and sexually
wolgtmg solve contentious problems?
?artncularly when we are the envy of Africa
in the successful preservation of culture and
traditions, and most significantly when we
are branded as a Christian country, the pul-
pit of Africa.

Yes, the world is turmoil; however, living
with lies as manufactured as truthsis indeed
extremely problematic. A recent public dis-
course between Bishop Hlatshwayo and
Michulu Makhanya, left me with disbelief
onhow modernity needs indigenous knowl-
edge. They were blaming each other’s insti-
tutions, as this was nothing personal as I
read it, but institutional. For current moral,
spiritual and psychological decay, which we
read about daily in the newspapers, their
arguments fascinated me. This exposure
affirmed the role of the media in creating
awareness on moral degeneration, fastbecom-
ing dominate paradigm. Moreover, at the
core of this decay is religion and tradition-
alhealing, hence I was inspired to write this
article.

NATURAL WORLD Vs MONEY

In the natural world, the plants are con-
sidered ‘hairs of mother earth,’ therefore
mother earths’ way to heal and nourish her
children, that is, all living beings. Therefore,
it was a natural right to use ‘mother earth’s
hair’ our mother’s gifts to humanity includ-
ing with fellow living beings as we coexist-
ed in harmony. This was the worldview of
indigenous healing; hence, herbs and ani-
mals combined into aromatherapy, kub-
hunyisela, to pacify the animalistic elements
within humanity. Evidently, we have totemic
relations with animals in each family, which
become an important part of this pacifica-

tion held for every African child
as a rite of passage.

In the money world, such prac-
tices are bastardised to the point
that many families due to religion
and education have delinked their
progeny. As the most important
aspect of humanity in the context
of modernity, is making money at
all cost, even if it costs them their
humanness. This is why we find
ourselves with moral degeneration
that asks critical questions to two
moral institutions, whether they
have been captured. Traditional
healers are at the core of moral
leadership, and this institution has
been permeated by the money
world. Therefore, they receive dis-
equilibrium souls as clients plan-
ning or have orchestrated a crime
but protect them with ‘mother
earth’s hair.” These plants and herbs
originally meant to protect human-
ity, manipulated as tools in the
world of money.

ODERNITY

NEEDS

money world as the transference
of traditional healing is making
millions within religion. Therefore,
who can have a moral voice against
the murder, brutality, rape and sex-
ual violence when the two centres
of morality, captured and leading
moral degeneration?

LAND POSSESSION VS OWNERSHIP

Land is significant component
and contributing factor towards
the murder, brutality, rape and sex-
ual violence, and mother earth
must be bleeding, as these are painful
moments for her. Mother earth is
the source of morality, spirituali-
ty and psychological understand-
ing of the peaple. Indigenous knowl--
edge and its metaphysics is root-
ed on the land, and once disrupt-
ed then the people experience dis-
equilibrium. Hence, indigenous
metaphysics, land possession and
not land ownership, such that peo-

ple remain unstripped of their

The natural world, where indige-  moral, spiritual and psychological
nous knowledge was contextu-  place in society. This metaphysics’
alised and understood, asopposed  of the natural world where ances-
to the money world where itis  tralland wasnot up for saleas you
negated and bastardised. Religious  cannot own what your ancestors

institutions captured by the money
world, and their biggest competi-
tors are traditional healers. Hence,
the religious dogma focusing on
healing and miracles for lucl, whilst
extorting money out of the poor.
Substituting mother earth’s hair
with modernity’s commodities
such as doom or making people

possessed, and most significantly,
you possess the land currently on
behalf of the next generations.

In the money world, such indige-
nous thoughts considered knowl-
edge of fools like myself, and yet
only fools would sell something
they do not own but possess. The
level of murders, brutalities and
sexual violations linked to the land

eat grass.
Yes, these are extreme cases but  possession vs ownership is shock-
daily humanity manipulatedin the  ing.

INDIGENOUS
KKNOWLEDGE

®Land is significant component and contributing factor towards the murder, brutality, rape and
sexual violence, and mother earth must be bleeding, as these are painful moments for her.

On national television, a male
relative was building a house in his
uncle’s yard, kicking out the nat-
ural rightful possessor of the land,
daughter of the demised. In his
colonised mind, he thinks he can
own land as a male, and yet he is
violating the natural rights of moth-
er earth. You cannot own land pos-
sessed by your ancestors, as it is
not yours but belongs to the next
generation. It is the most funda-
mental right that has been abused
by traditions and culture influ-
enced by modernity.

Modernity does not understand

land possession, as it created sys-
tems in accounting, law and eco-
nomics to determine value of the
land, make transactions and seal
the title deed. Unfortunately, this
imposition has never reflected on
why land possession for so many
centuries is respected for genera-
tions, hence, it assumed indige-
nous knowledge stupidity. Now
trends indicate traditional institu-
tions yearning in actively partici-
pating within modern land own-
ership whereland possession pre-
vails and this is difficult one for
me. When traditional institutions
violate the natural rights that cre-
ated them, I bleed like mother earth,
as having morality, spirituality and
psychology of people negated by
traditional institutions is painful.
As this means traditional institu-
tions have no moral authority as
they are captured and corrupted
and most significantly displacing
its followership, the people moral-
ly, spiritually and psychological.

CoNcLusioN
In conclusion, modernity has cre-
ated intractable problems; hence,
it needs the integration with indige-
nous knowledge for sustainable
solutions. The right to life is a nat-
ural right and the right to protect
and preserve life is a natural right
embedded within the children of
mother earth. Therefore, moder-
nity needs to listen to the natural
rights of mother earth as a sus-
tainable intervention towards stop-
ping these murders, brutalities,
rapes and sexual violations.
Modernity needs to attend indige-
nous knowledge school, to change
its way of thinking, and learn to
unlearn how modernity develop-
ment paradigm is problematic to
humanity. As modernity has been
put on a pedestal, as a model of
developmentand yetit isbased on
exclusive development. This exclu-
sive developmental paradigm has
created intractable problems of
modernity. Evident in the mur-
ders, brutalities, rapes and sexual
violations that have become dom-
inant modern culture and this is
extremely sad and regrettable.
My facilitation on Restoring
Dignity, Ubuntu, to approximate-
ly 300 inmates at His Majesty’s
Correctional Services was a ground-
ing experience. Hence, I wish to
conduct research on 10 per cent
of the inmates and their families,
for understanding what has hap-
pened to this nation. Morally, spir-
itually and psychologically such
that we can produce this level of
murders, brutality, rapes and sex-
ual violations within the small geo-
graphic space and population. As
I am certain that during the days
of aromatherapy, kubhunyisela,
pacifying animalistic instincts, peo-
ple understood their firm place in
society, morally, spiritually and
psychologically. Hence, I argue
modemity needs indigenous knowl-
edge, Africais the cradle ofhuman-
ity and its people cannot live with-
out connectivity to natural rights
and land possession. Moreover,
the fallacy that the money world
would provide people a firm place
in society is questionable, money
is energy, which must circulate
within societies rooted in indige-
nous knowledge.

Me. [Is 54:13].

the Jews began to argue with one

a punishment of His rebellious action

(die on the cross to cancel our sins)

This is the same Law that Jesus,in  another, saying, “How can this man

one of His first public appearances,
assured He had not come to do away
with. “Not that anyone has seen the
Father, except He [who was with the
Father and] who is from God; He
[alone] has seen the Father. Lassure
you and most solemnly say to you,
he who believes [in Me as Saviour —
whoever adheres to, trusts in, relies

on, and has faith in Me - already]

has eternal life [that is, nOW POSSess-

to the powers of the day. as we have forgiven our debtors (the
give us His flesh to eat?” (John 6:46- Satan thought killing Jesus would  only way by which we claim the ben-
silence Him and prevent theeman-  efits of the cross).

52).

Clearly, this was a hard teaching
for the Jews, not only to understand,
but to tolerate, largely because it was
contrary to the teaching of their tra-
dition. Veery soon Jesus became insuf-
ferable, and the powers that be sought
to kill Him.

Even His own disciples began to
desert Him; especially after He said,
“He who eats My flesh and drinks

cipation or freedom of the people
from the power of sin. But the death
of Jesus fulfilled His mission. It is
what He was born for - to die and
set the captives free.

The blood of Jesus on the cross lift-
ed the veil of ignorance to His teach-
ing to those who accepted Him as
Lord and Saviour. Because He died
for us, we now understand the full

esit]. Tam the Bread of life [th.e meg
Bread which gives and sustains life].
Your Fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died-

This is the Bread that comes down
out of heaven. If anyone eats of this
Bread [believes in Me, accepts Meas
Saviour], he will live forever. And the
Bread that T will give for the’ llife of
theworld is My flesh (body).” Then

My blood [believes Me, accepts Me
as Saviour] remains in Me, and I [in
the same way remain] in him.” (John
6:56). ‘When many of His disciples
heard this, they said, “This is a diffi-
cult, harsh and offensive statement.

Who can [be expected to] listen to
it?” (John 6:60). There are many
today who believe Jesus was killed as

import of Matthew 6:9-13 - that He
came to die for our freedom: ‘Our
Father who is in heaven, Hallowed
be Your name.

Your kingdom (through the Holy
Spirit) come, Your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread (Jesus who is in
His Word). And forgive us our debts

And do not lead us into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil. [For
Yours is the kingdom (Holy Spirit)
and the power (the ability to use the
Holy Spirit) and the glory (for the
glory of God)] Amen.

Those who refuse to accept Jesus

as Lord and Saviour suffer the curse
of the statement: “You are from below,
I am from above; you are of this world,

I am not of this world. That is why [
told you that you will die [unforgiv-
en and condemned] in your sins; for
if you do not believe that I am the
one [I claim to be], you will die in
your sins.”

Remember, there is only one way
to come to His knowledge: John 3:3,
‘Jesus answered him, “I assure you

iiton Mamba is an Evangelist

and founder of David Goliath

Spiritual Solutions, a sanctu-
ary that provides spiritual solutions to
practical problems, counselling and
life coaching, cutting-edge Bible study
and spiritual exercises through works
of faith.

If you have been blessed by read-
ing this article, or seek clarification on
some of the issues raised here, con-
tact Evang. Wilton Mamba on 7677
9312 or 7977 0952 or 2404 5284,

You can send an email to mam-
‘bawilton.multimedia@gmail.com.
Fellowship with us today at 10am at
Multimedia, Corner Somhlolo Road
and Mbhilibhi Street in Mbabane
opposite ICAP.

and most solemnly say to you, unless
a person is born again [reborn from
above - spiritually transformed,
renewed, sanctified], he cannot [ever]
see and experience the Kingdom of
God (enter heaven nor receive the
Holy Spirit).”

Lty L f e B
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round the world, proponents
of the indigenous knowledge
system (IKS) have argued that

modernisation and development are respon-
sible for the limited exploitation and com-
mercialisation of traditional practices, exper-
tise, and lifestyle.

Without reservation, they correctly argue that
modernity has stigmatised IKS, which has led
many communities to neglect erroneously their
traditional way oflife in favour of westernised
modern living,

Confounding the situation is that most devel-
oping countries, Eswatiniincluded, have failed
dismally to fully master and use modernity to
achieve social and economic development.

‘We cannot help but wonder whether Eswatini
hasalso forgotten to apply its indigenous knowl-
edgeand skills in pursuit of the country’s devel-
opmental ambitions?

Weare of an open mind that maybe Eswatini’s
lacldustre economic recovery could be an oppor-
tunity for harnessing and commercialising
indigenous knowledge and skills. This thought
is hard to resist, especially if one considers the
economic infrastructure that Eswatini has added
since 1997 — the first year in which the National
Development Strategy became operational.

THE GROWING SIGNIFICANCE
OF INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE

Whereas it is often difficult to trace and demon-
strate the contribution of indigenous knowl-
edge to modern science, its contribution to
human development has been phenomenal.

Professor Jesse Popp points out that natives
were first to discover the active ingredient in
Aspirin: acetylsalicylic acid by using the bark
of the willow tree to relieve pain. Others have
shown that about 60 per cent of anti-cancer
and 75 per cent of anti-infective drugs approved
from 1981 to 2002 were traceable to natural
medicine used by indigenous people.

In previous articles, we have argued that for
Eswatini to turn the economy around, there is
need to make targeted investments into research
and development, particularly by harnessing
indigenous knowledge to produce new goods

By Lisa

Mongelli
———————

s Tlook back over my life story,

it is plainly evident to me that

the Universe always sought
to provide me with a first rate life.

I, however, questioned my worth, and was
unable to receive it. With my value in ques-
tion I was never able to excel or to achieve
the best for myself. I questioned my worth,
doubted and disliked myself sending out neg-
ative vibrations and attracting back more of
the same. I felt victimised by my childhood,
my parents, and life in general to be com-
pletely honest.

I felt guilty for theanger I harboured tow.au‘d
my parents, and I blamed myself for being
stupid, ineffectual, and erratic, I was dinjc.ally
depressed and in deep despair. I do not behgve
[ have ever met anyone who is a bigger vic-

THE PROSPECTS OF
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE
SYSTEMS (1KS) IN ESWATINI

and services.

How DOES ESWATINI MEASURE ON
THE [K LANDSCAPE?

In examining what could be clas-
sified under IK in Eswatini, an ESEP-
ARC study titled ‘An Historical
Perspective of Innovation in Eswatini’
shows that Emaswati have innovat-
ed to adapt to the ever-evolving devel-
opment landscape.

The study documents incremen-
tal improvement in innovation in
the traditional sector (handicraft,
traditional food and medicine) based
on the needs of producers, changes
in policy, and as a form of response
to societal, technological and glob-
al change.

The study finds that producers have
innovated when introducing new
patterns, designs and colours to their
craft. Moreover, Emaswati have intro-
duced new methods of preparing
traditional foods or making tradi-
tional medicines.

Others have moved away from
indigenous sources of fibre to incor-
porate plastics in response to the
country’s evolving environmental
legislation that encourages the pro-
tection of indigenous plants.

The downside has been limited for-
mal education of producers in the
sector, which has led to the low use
of technology in production process-
es, which has hindered creativity or
itsimplementation thereof. A major-
ity of the study respondents were in
possession of only high school (32.6
per cent) and secondary level (28.7
per cent) education. In such a set-

up, innovation becomes limited to
market innovations with very low
product and process innovation.
Indeed, as the study results show,
only 18.6 per cent of the producers
actually engagein productand process

innovation.

The sector is also characterised by
inadequate access to good markets,
aless transparent pricing system and
limited producer information. There
is also lack of support in as far as
standards and quality assurance is
concerned. Producers do notadver-
tise their products and a majority of
them are barely connected to man-
ufacturers.

The study finds that the utilisation
of traditional medicine as an alter-
native and complement to modern
medicine has rendered IK a crucial
source of economic activity and a
source of growth in the rural sector.
Other drivers include the increasing
number of urban households that
are incorporating indigenous veg-
etables in their diets as a healthier
alternative, and the desire to pro-
duce indigenous products and ser-
vices to supply the country’s bud-
ding tourism industry.

The study finds that knowledge
transfer channels are simple (not
trivial) but very effective. For instance,

40.1 per cent of producers reported
that they obtain the knowledge from
family members; 21.7 per cent from
friends, neighbours and individuals
in their communities; 13.2 per cent
were self-taught while 10.1 per cent
got it through formal training insti-

tutions - suggesting that a majority
(orabout 7522 per cent) of the knowl-
edge that drives the traditional sec-
tor is easily transferable through
social interaction, which illustrates
that communities have more effec-
tive mechanisms for knowledge trans-
fer and technology diffusion.

INNoVATION IN IKS

In thinking about how Eswatini
could use the traditional sectorasa
foundation for the country’s own
modern industries, a point to con-
sider is that IKS builds on genera-
tions of experience, existing capac-
ities of communities and their innate
production processes.

The ESEPARC study found that
producers in the traditional sector,
unlike in most sectors of the econ-
omy, already possess the basic skill
and tacit (implicit) know-how for
production; but lack access to new
technology, knowledge, and advanced
skills to help them innovate.

From the foregoing analysis, we
postulate that the country could
increase levels of innovation by pro-
viding new information, research
and development, and the latest tech-
nologies to producers in the tradi-
tional sector.

For instance, biotechnology pre-
‘'sents opportunities to come up with
new formulations of umhlabelo, or
to increase the shelflife of inkakha,
or imbuya.

The point here is that it is possible
to create uniquely pan-Eswatini man-
ufacturing firms by incorporating
the foundational aspects of tradi-

A FIRST RATE LIFE

tim than I was.

This state of being kept me from
living in the present [ was too unhap-
py with thelife T had (unbeknownst
to myself) created; asa result, T was
constantly projecting myself into
a future that never came always
looking for something better never
living in the moment never really
living. I wasted years of my life on
a mental treadmill watching life go
by, and dreaming about things that
would never happen.

I couldn’t see the good in my pre-
sent day because I was so deeply
immersed in my own misery. [ was
resonating on sucha low frequency
the Universe simply could not give
me all the good things that I so des-
perately wanted, and I actually

deserved.
What was best for me became

contaminated with feelings of
depression, worthlessness and
despair. So no matter what good I
projected into the future for myself,
it always eluded me. Why? Because
the negativity I was living out in
the present day overshadowed any
other possibility. It is only when I
changed my attitude toward myself
and the present that my life really
began to change. When I found
compassion for myself, and grat-

itude for my life, then and only
then did my life pivot and move

into a positive direction. I finally

began to see light for the first time
in what had formally been a very
dark place.

I came into this world like so
many of us under a cloud of fear
and negativity simply because my
parents believed in hardship and

lack.

No matter how good things were
there was always something wrong,
and if it wasn't they would make
it so with their constant state of
fearand pessimism. My father was
obsessed with money and pover-
ty. He eventually lost everything
in a constant drain of bad invest-
ments and gambling loses. His
belief that he was undeserving and
this set an unconscious intention
for his life that was so deeply ingrained
within him; he simply could not
escape it. My father is one of so
many people living out this kind
of reality. If you feel unworthy of
creation’s abundance, you can never
have it. What is your frequency?
What resonance are you vibrating
on? Are you resonating with a vic-
tim mentality or are you vibrating

tional products for industrialisation
in Eswatini.

Similarly, opportunities are plen-
tiful for local entrepreneurs who will
bridge the knowledge gap between
producers in the traditional sector
and markets (by integrating ICTs),
including helping them improve
quality and adhere to generally
approved standards and modern
designs and developing new ones.

WHAT CAN ESWATINI DO TO
IMPROVE THE ECONOMIC
PROSPECTS OF IKS?

A 2016 ESEPARC study found that
the informal economy in Eswatini
is worth a staggering E20.5 billion.
Amongst this sector are those com-
mercialising indigenous products
such as weaved baskets, bottled jam,
petroleum jelly, as well as tradition-
al attire, medicines and brew.

Getting ahead for Eswatini calls for
an improvement in the production
factors for local producers, especially
those operating in the informal sec-
tor through what economists call
combining informal (indigenous)

manufacturing (including process-
ing) with formal manufacturing.
Small tweaks such asan improve-
ment in the provision of production
technologies and infrastructure,
improved accessibility to inputsand
markets, organised marketing of
products, and setting quality mea-
sures and standards for producers
would go a long way in providing
an enabling environment for the
country to start commercialising its
IKS.

with abundance?

It was only after I learned about
the law of attraction that my cir-
cumstances really began to slow-
ly transform. I had been a victim
all my life, projecting blame out-
wardly. It was second nature for
me to blame someone else for my
suffering; it was what my parents
taught me. My parents taught me
what their parents had taught them;
we are all victims of circumstances.
Nothing was in my hands as T car-
ried no responsibility.

The greater power controlled
everything and this strange fickle
power deemed who would be lucky
and who not; then one day (I still
do not remember how I got hold
of a copy) I watched ‘The Secret’.
After watching it, my mind began
to reel and I'was seized by the unde-
niable truth, that T was responsi-
ble for myself, my life and all that
was in it, success or failure it was
all in my hands, I could actually
change my life by changing the
way I think.
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There is no doubt that Eswatini could
anchor her “blue ocean” strategy (defined
asthe simultaneous pursuit of differentia-
tion and low cost to open up a new mar-
ketspace and create new demand) on IKS.

While we are careful not to dictate how
this could be done, there is no doubt that
the triad of research and development,

kI]OWIEdgE ﬁ‘ansfer, and pmduccr and con-
sumer education is key in turning the tra-
ditional sector into an important source of
immediate and future growth in Eswatini.
Standards

Examples of operationalising this idea
include supporting rural women who pro-
duce petroleum jelly from sisal with the sci-
entific evidence of its benefits (ifany), pro-
viding advertisements and standards, and
sensitising the nation on the importance of
buying this product.

If successful, this could accelerate the
large-scale commercialisation of their prod-
uctand help in import substitution, job cre-

ation in rural areas and community devel-
opment.

Policymakers are encouraged to take a
long-term view as they ponder this and
consider providing bold support to indige-
nous processes of innovation to harness
the opportunities for learning and build-
ing capacities for technology adoption.

This will encourage innovation among
communities and sustain production process-
es, create new jobs, increase exports, and
in the long-term lead to the emergence of
products and services that are unique to
Eswatini.

When the realisation struck me that my
reating my life, and I was
virtually every-

thoughts were ¢
responsible for myself and
thing in it, I then began tO study the law of
attraction. Through my study, Islou_r[y befgan
to comprehend that I truly am a creative being.
When my thoughts changed my frequency
changed, and with that I began'to'afiacts
better life story. I discovered what you think
you create, what you think you become.
Everything in this Universe operates by law.

he Eswatini Tourism
Authority (ETA) has
accelerated its mar-
keting efforts of ‘destination Eswatini’
in the international travel markets.

In the last 30 or so days, the ETA
has galloped between Netherlands
and home for the Vakantiebeurs
Annual Exhibition, and hosted
three sets of visitors. Last week, as
we unpacked our bags from the
Netherlands, we parted with the
Winkels who had won a tourism
package to Eswatini from the
Netherlands.

The positive report we gladly
photocopied in our memories will
ensure Eswatini has Dutch ambas-
sadors who will be fishers of other
travellers.

Eswatini is neatly and systemat-
ically locating the touch down, a
point where the country will start
marketing itself. Only after resting
awhile were we able to walk down
memory lane and gasp in awe of
the success and exposure that the
kingdom got at the exhibition.
There is now a lurking possibility
of 25 000 pairs of eyes ogling the
country for the ultimate African
kingdom experience.

It was a marvel to see journalists
taking shots of our gigantic, cus-
tom-made 36 square-metre exhi-
bition stand, dignitaries eyeing,

.~ inquiringand promising. Our most

pivotal drum roll moment, as there
were numerous, is that the ETA
managed to negotiate about 17
possible partnerships with tour
operators, travel writers, public
relations companies, magazines,
bloggers and even television pro-
ducers.

This past week, we hosted two
couples from the United Kingdom
(UK) and Germanywho had come
for media tours for myriad rea-
sons, specific to each. Our German
visitors are updating two travel
manuals they had written for the
German, Swiss and Austrian trav-
ellers who wished to travel to south-
ern Africa. The couple, Friedrich
Koethe and Daniela Schetar are

qualified scholars of Sociology and
Anthropology, respectively, and
both have been writers for the past
25 years. The passion for writing
kept on creeping on the two of

| them until they answered the call
| and started travelling. They write

for German publisher, Baedeker

. This state of being kept me

TOURISM & TRAVEL

BONGANI DLAMINI
STA Marketing Manager
Email: mm@tourismauthaority.org.sz

GENESIS TO A
FRUITFUL
YEAR

with a dashing reputation for being
the most famous and traditional
publishing house in the whole of
Germany since 1832. This couple
will produce the 200-page Baedeker
Smart and a 600-page Baedeker
travel guides with profiles of coun-
tries, and now including our very
own.
Accommodate

It is inspirational to witness the
production of youth-ingestible por-
tions and fleshy, passionate-filled
pieces to accommodate both the
busy, young travellers and eager
readers. Koethe and his wife have
soared through Windhoek, the
Karoo, Cape Town, Eswatini and
from here, Johannesburg and
Kimberly. Itis such an honour that
these expert Samaritans without
an extra cost to the country will
market Eswatini. The refurbished
travel guides will be available in
stores with their experiences and
knowledge of Eswatini engraved
in some of its pages. And, all of this
will happen by this time next year
to give some fillip to the new trav-
el year. The two publications will
shower their markets with 11 000

copies between themselves from
January 2020. Our other guests,
Gavin and Claire Bell graced the
country all the way from England
to profile Eswatini for reasons that
differ quite immensely from the
Germans. Gavin, commissioned
by Andrew Purvis at the Daily
Telegraph, is an award-winning
travel writer. The Daily Telegraph
has a readership of a whopping
two million, notwithstanding incal-
culable online readers.

Gavin is investigating conserva-
tion of rhinoceroses in Eswatini
and to his shock, he spotted 17 in
only an hour at Mkhaya Nature
Reserve. We can only deservedly
give Big Game Parks a standing
ovation for their hard-earned splen-
dour in the battle against rhino
poachers. Beaming with love and
passion for the endangered species,
he has already started giving us
positive reviews. While Claire, Bell's
wife, is a travel editor with an edge
for culture and writes for Whiskeria,
a UK magazine that studies whisky
asa part of culture. Claire showed
a bucketful of inquisition as one of
her many missions is to study cul-

ture aspects rather than wildlife
and attractions. As if geared with
sociology and psychology skills
herself, she conversed with our
communications officer and the
tour guide to juice them of infor-
mation about the Swati species.
Experience

As a writer for whiskey con-
noisseurs, we wished she could
have stayed long enough to expe-
rience our very own Marula/Buganu
festival.

Being visited by our beloved
guests has once again led us to a
point of appreciating who we are
as a one-tribe people in our hum-
ble country. Interestingly, the Bells
came in the company of their seven-
month-old daughter, Fintry. The
baby has been travelling from coun-
try to country since she was six
weeks old. Now, this family is given
to the art of travel and writing about
it,and they are instilling that same
culture in their little one. This child
was not only named after a small
village in Scotland, but a huge tourist
attraction, she clearly is a genesis
to fruitful years of tourism and
travel.

rom living in the present | was too unhappy with the life | had (unbeknownst to myself)

created: as a result | was constantly projecting myself into a future that never came always looking for something better
never living in the moment never really living. | wasted years of my life on a mental treadmill watching life go by, and
dreaming about things that would never happen.

Just like gravity, this Universe has
laws and we are part of those laws;
part of the process that created all
things. Ifyou don’t understand Fhe
Jaw of attraction, don’t discard it.
Challenge yourself, read about
the law of attraction, watch films,

inform yourself. Open your mind
to the possibility that you are a pow-
erful being created in the likeness
of a Powerful Benevolent God;
because whether you believe it or
not every thought you think ‘Creates
your Life” The Universe wants one

thing, that mankind should live in
abundance and well being. Allow
yourself to live in the Joy of life; go
with the divine flow.

Remember the Universe will always
give you the best life you are pre-
pared to give yourself. Keep a good

thought, and above all else, choose
to be happy.

God bless you and enjoy your
Sunday.

Please share your thoughts with
me write me at lisamongel-
li30@gmail.com
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THE SECOND COMING

Macford Sibandze
Guest Writer

fter taking a deserved sabbat-
ical leave asa columnist, I make
my return to the fatherland,
Did I say fatherland?’

Yes, I did, because anything to do with the
literal work is my religion; I live it! I love it!
Exit the column, DIRECT DESCENDANT
OF ABRAHAM and enter “THE SECOND
COMING.” Gagaga ‘SECOND COMING?
Yes, the return to mainstream politics where
I have signed a five year social contract with
the people of Manzini North.

Maybe I should have screamed
“Happppppyyyy New Year” and personal-
ly thank God and the gods for giving me nine
lives! Did I say ‘gods?” Someone once said
tome I mustn’t use the word ‘gods’ in my
vocabulary because I will roast in a braai
stand somewhere in hell......gagagagaga
laughed out loud because I wont be alone in
that imagined artistic gigantic blaze of fire!
And we know why Europe created hell; to
scare the hell out of you because it is easy to
colonise scared people! Gagagaga.

RETURNEES

A big shout to the returnees to Parliament
as the road was rocky and thorny! Previously,
others finished their term (s} intact? Others
were brutally smashed against the wall, break-
ing all bones (and souls) in the process! You
know when you fall from a chilli tree (sik-
lahla sabhelebhele) you remove the dust from
your buttocks and keep walking. (Johnie
Walker) But when you fall from a gum tree
(sihlahla sa gomu) even the force of gravity

SHO MAJOZI

has no mercy on you! That's pol-
itics for you!

It is not a {fair} game for sissies
and sissie boys! Its tough and can
be traumatic. It can reduce one to
a daily stand-up comedian! As I
talk, many are now lying stone cold
in the political cemetery or worse,
in the dustbin of history! But the
good thing aboutit, is that through,
grace you can bounce back! So
when I call this column THE SEC-
OND COMING, it reallyis.. ...the
second coming!

TOPICAL ISSUES

In this column, I will tackle top-
ical issues in the arts, entertain-
ment, politics, etc, locally and in
the global stratosphere.

As usual, I willemploy humour
while discussing serious subjects.
I will avoid controversies though
being alive is controversial on its
own as others wish they can just
stop your blood from circulating
with the scorn of their horrific
glance! Gagagaga!

Asa politician T understand both
love and deep seated hate! Anyway,
my very first article is about the
state of the economy and the full
blown fiscal crisis! I am taking a
leaf from Central Bank Governor
Minister Majozi Sithole for pre-
dicting a slight growth in the econ-
omy if we flag caution!

GLOBAL ECONOMIC
MELTDOWN

Since the global economic melt-
down in the fall of 200s the world
has not yet fully recovered! With
dependency in the West, it becomes
obvious that the South will catch
the flue with any slight economic
nausea from that hemisphere, With
our next door rich neighbour, South
Africa in recession, we feel the heat.
Besides our currency pegging to
the Rand, South Africa is our biggest
trading partner and any instabil-
ity in that country has a direct
impact on us.

But with all the odds against us
including geo-positioning, we have
all it takes to cross the line to vic-
tory! This I say because we have
not yet reached a position of insti-
tutional constraints, social upheavals,
devastating natural catastrophes,
etc experienced by other countries!

ECONOMIC SUMMIT

At just mid-2000, we cleverly
came up with the Job Creation
Summit to curb unemployment
deterioration. '

It was followed by the Agricultural
Summit which made sound quick
wins and turn around strategies
for the country! With decentrali-
sation in place and recommenda-
tions of these two summits and
others, lie a big chunk for economic

growth! Fortunately, the country
has an abundance of human
resource. This has translated to
best concepts, however, the only
limitation has always been start-
ing up!

For obvious reasons agriculture
is at the horns of our economic
stimulus but we also have to give
a chance to other sectors such as
manufacturing, tourism, ICT, enter-
tainment, etc which are showing
signs of resilience. All what [ am
saying is spick and span, written,
as recommendations from these
two summits. And when you read
the academic journals of Eswatini
geniuses like Dr. Mike Matsebula,
you realise how blessed we are with
knowledge, all we need is applica-
tion! Just take a trip to SEDCO,
you will be shocked that they have
all it takes to turn around the coun-
try.....but why the economic infir-
mity?

EDUCATION SYSTEM - THE
BUCK STOPS (STARTS) HERE
Thebulk of the problem lies here;

in the education system! Its true
people of my age, alittle below and
above, proudly roll their tongues
when in conversation, as an exhi-
bition of Queen Victoria’s tongue!
‘We even write big words of English
(Hail the Queen) as victims of colo-
nial psychosis! While this was cool
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(Hip-hop Slang) some three decades
ago, today itis not amusing because
that's the dark pit where our eco-
nomic spread neatly rest in peace.
with this education system we
have handcuffed and imprisoned
awhole generation for decades to
come!

EXIT SWAZILAND ENTER
ESWATINI

But this generation is resilient!
Through new technology, it is
bridging the digital divide and
doing wonders.

In Eswatini, Liswati has invent-
eda cellphone! In Eswatini, Liswati
has made a plane! In Eswatini,
Emaswati make huge social media
innovations! In South Africa,
Emaswati are running the eco-
nomic show! Governor Sithole
made a fatherly and professional
warning that the nation has tobe
careful of the allure of money dan-
gled by bogus shylocks! Well and
good, but in this economic quag-
mire, the potential entrepreneurs,
the innovative, itchy hands, are
vulnerable to anyone witha full or
‘fool’ basket batsi indlala idlisana

grriamee

Look at the mess Africa is in
through the big China! Bye bye!
Some time to come, I will write
about the dangerous seduction of
Big China: the Beijing Dragon!

INFLATION, LIVING STANDARDS
* AND MINIMUM WAGE

Demography Today With
Ndumiso

The world has some strong repercussions on
issues which involve economic indicators. Mostly
the issue of economic indicators hits hard most-
ly on second and third world countries, Eswatini
and Afghanistan respectively.

In definition, the term ‘Inflation’ refers to the
relative persistent increase in the price leyel of
goods and services in a country over a period of
time. !

However, this concept is appreciated by many
countries such as Germany, among others, some
countries on the one hand are negativc?ly affect-

ed by the hyper inflation rate which varies across
countries mainly depending on how that coun-

is doing economically. .
U.‘};\;fﬂ‘.l thegrapid inflation rate in the df:velqp}ng
world (Eswatini), this issue results in hzgh_hvmg
standards and having an impact on the minimuri

workers’ salaries and wages.

wages of the workers.

In Eswatini a majority of the working class are
mainly employed by the factory industry (14 000)
people in total.

The price level of goods and services in Eswatini
are ever rising whereas, on the other, hand salaries
and wages are still low. In other words, the salaries
rise on an arithmetical progression 1,2,3,4...........tn.
whereas the price level of goods and services fol-
low a geometric progression 1,3,9........tn.

This trend in the long run with all costs kept
constant leavesa huge gap on the living standards
and also negatively affecting the National Minimum
Wage (NMW). The Swazi residents start losing
their purchasing power due to their inability to
buy goods and services after inflation and inclined
living standards.

The purchasing power now lives with the own-
ers of the means of production (Capitalists) who
own and operate the factors of production (Land,
Labour, Capital and Entrepreneurship). The work-
ing class becomes a liability to the owner of the
means of production.

According to books and writings in Eswatini

-and the constitution, it is written that workers

(Domestic, seasonal, permanent, temporal and
part-time) that there is a stipulated amount set
aside for workers in all sections in Eswatini.

Is it enacted practically? I doubt that is the case

because a majority of the workers in Eswatini are
employed by the private sector and they get far
less than the minimum wage of the country and
no one is saying a thing about itand no one wants
to have that under their roles in as far as legisla-
tion is concerned.

Workers, parents of school going children in
the country, are left to feel the wrath of school
fees, goods and services and to cover basic needs
of the family.

A vast population migrate from the rural areas
to urban areas in search for jobs and to their sur-
prise they are found to be unemployed. Those
that are employed start renting out flats where
they shelter themselves whilst working in the fac-
tory shells.

They are tasked with paying rent and buying
food to feed their families but with such low wages
(£1 500) what can a person do than to wonder
and further increasing women sexual appetite?

This increase in women sexual appetite leads to
increase in HIV and AIDS prevalence and inci-
dence rates. With the ever increasing price level
of goods and services, a potential buyer now has
limited purchasing power to buy consumables
due to less wages and salaries. :

Eswatini has been experiencing rapid inflation
rate for some years now but still the government
of Eswatini has not showed any sign of rising the

These indicators are central measures depicting
development of a country and if the govern-
ment/central bank is not putting up together
resources for the future, then Eswatini will be on
its way to Zimbabwe’s route.

The central bank has the prime role of keeping
inflation relative and average for the people.
However, in this case, Eswatini has a high infla-
tion rate and the living standards are rising rapid-
ly but the matter is the prices of goods and ser-
vices which keep rising and the people still get far
less than that of the goods and services.

Projections indicate that Eswatini’s inflation
rate is set to further hike and the living standards
arealso set to rise for the next three yearsand what
is a sad story for most people in the country is to
be told that there will be a three per cent incre-
ment in the year 2021,

This, on the other hand, implies that the cur-
rent situation is still to existand a majority of the
people, especially the working class, will still not

Ve more money as per their plea to government.

Stories have been foretold many times about
Some countries experiencing hyperinflation rate
which results in the value of money to fall.

Is Zimbabwe story far from Eswatini’s?

Share your thoughts/comments with me on
WhatsApp on 7622 9373.



FEATURES £

February 3, 2019

SundayObserver | 27

—_—_—

arliameny officially soonand

BOvernmengs singularity of pur-

_ POSeIn working towandseconomic

recovery, its achievemep g within the three

monthsit hjas been in office, the proposed strat-

egy and action plan, ang the jnitationtoall to

joinin thisnationa] Project hashecomesucha

chor-us for !h.e Prime minister, you canalready

predlq he will sing i again in his first address
to parliamentariang,

This refrain wil] Probably also accompany
TESPONSES Lo every question parliamentarians
and therest of Eswatinj society asks pertaining
to government actions, includingits misdeeds
as we have already seep

CA:IENBE;SLAONE VOICE NEEDS 10
NCED BY OTHERS

But this goal should not gain further entrench-
mentasan excuse to neglect otherissues, which
0 equa‘ﬂly pressing, This Cabinet boasts an
impressive pedigree, comprisinga diversity of
backgrqunds, €Xperience and expertise. As
such, it is expected that it will have a diversity
of views which should enable ministers to see
and de?.! .with the array of national challenges
from different perspectives. But let’s face it —
ultimately, just as with previous Cabinets, they
will have a line to tow that will ineyitably at
times clash with even the best of their inten-
tions. Not only will that curb independent
thought and action, the reality of collective
responsibility will block internal progressive
voices from asserting themselves. Ultimately,
itwill be one voice speaking.

Thatis why, if the prime minister and his team
are serious about national involvementin chart-
inga turnaround, one of their key priorities will
be to address the issue of freedom of expres-
sion that is guaranteed by the constitution, but
which in reality is one of the most violated rights
by the country’s authorities, both by commis-
sion and omission.

If the invitation for all sectors to contribute
is genuine, it is not a call that will, or can real-
istically or effectively be heeded by us simply
because the framework for engaging in frank
discussion and debate in this country does not
exist. While you can blame - as everyone is
wont to do lately — the previous government
for anything and everything that is wrong, let
usnot forget that the infrastructure that enabled
the previous Cabinet to shut people up, still
exists.

FAILURE TO OPERATIONALISE THE CONSTITUTIONI]
AL GUARANTEE OF FREE EXPRESSION

Section 24 of the national constitution recog-
nises and guarantees the freedom of expres-
sion. It clearly states that “(1) A person has a
right of freedom of expression and opinion,
and “(2) A person shall not except with the free
consent of that person be hindered in the enjoy-
ment of the freedom of expression, which
includes the freedom of the press and other
media, that is to say - )

(a) freedom to hold opinions without inter-

ference; - ;
(b) freedom to receive ideas and information

without interference; -

(c) freedom to communicate ideas and infor-
mation without interference (whether the com-
munication be to the public generallyor toany
person or class of persons); and \

(d) freedom from interferince with the cor-
respondence of that person. .

Of course, there are limitations to the rights
but essentially it means we should not bein the
same position we were in prior to _2005 where
expression and access {0 information are con-
cerned. .

Buit we are in a worse position now — there
used to be multiple forums in the broadfcast
media for robust debate and diverse voices.
Today, when such should be flourishing, they

no longer exist.

It is beyond failure t
year of the constitution
been no concerted effort to pa
islation.

Development assistance has been soughtand

hat as we start the 14th
’s operation, there has
ss updated leg-

GENDER EQUALITY - MAKING
THE PROMISE A REALITY

(A HURISWA initiative supported by UNESCO to promote gender equality in Eswatini)

Vi e

FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION, ACCESS
TO INFORMATION

INTEGRAL
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. This Cabinet boasts an impressive pedigree, comprising a diversity of

backgrounds, experience and expertise. As such, it is expected that it will have
a diversity of views which should enable ministers to see and deal with the

array of national challenges from different perspectives. But let’s face it — ulti-
mately, just as with previous Cabinets, they will have a line to tow that will
inevitably at times clash with even the best of their intentions. Not only will
that curb independent thought and action, the reality of collective responsibili-
ty will block internal progressive voices from asserting themselves. Ultimately,
it will be one voice speaking.

given to review laws in line with the
constitution and various regional
and international human rights instru-
ments. The few analysis reports and
draft bills produced as part of the
UNDP and Commonwealth assis-
tance have gathered dust.

Law reform relating to freedom of
expression must happen and Cabinet
is responsible. It is true that it is par-
liament that passes law but the process,
outside of a private Member’s Bill,
is such that it is line ministries that
table legislation for debate. Hence
it will be the willingness of the exec-
utive that will determine whether
the necessary progress is made.

Law, CUSTOM AND PRACTICE
IMPEDING FREE SPEECH

There are many laws that interfere
with the freedom of expression and
access to information. Amongst them
are the Books and Newspapers Act,
1963; Official Secrets Act, 1963;
Proscribed Publications Act, 1963;
Cinematography Act, 1968; and
Sedition and Subversive Activities
Act, 1938.

There are cultural considerations
too, where the good customary val-
ues of respect and consensus have
somehow mutated to mean “Th01,1,
shalt not differ from the status quo.

Some limitations are not even in
Taw but are practices developed over
time in walking the tightrope between
what will and what will not offend
the powers that be.

There has been politicisation of
the Swazi identity — if a person does
not fitinto this mould of conformi-
ty, she or heis easily labeled “unSwazi”
and their views thereby delegitimised,
even where theyavoid punishment.
Hence the prevailing atmosphere of
fear powered by unwritten rules and
open secrets about issues we do not
publicly address and there are peo-
ple that are muted by preventing
their voices to be heard in the media,
particularly the state (which are meant
to be public) broadcast media.

WE, THE PEOPLE HAVE
A RIGHT TO SPEAIC

But we, the people, are the major
stakeholder in governance, and we
must be able to speak. We are the
so-called “ordinary” person on the
street.

We are business. We are artists.
We are the media. We are civil soci-
ety.

We are churches and other faith-
based organisations. We are rate-
payers. We are informal economy
traders. We are human rights defend-

ers. We are workers. We are the
unemployed. We are youth. Weare
persons with disabilities. We are the
elderly. We are political parties. We
are non-Swazi residents. We are
refugees.

Weare development agencies. We
are parliamentarians. It is all of us.
We all have an interest in where our
country is going and we must have
access to the information that enables
us to interact with those who gov-
ern.

We mustalso have the freedom to
express ourselves accordingly to influ-
ence their direction for our best devel-
opmental interest.

The experiences of people like
Thulani Maseko and Bheki Makhubu
are simply high profile manifesta-
tions of the phenomenon of mak-
ing examples out of people whose
only crime has been to point out the
systemic flaws in our governance
and the ills that have been birthed
thereby.

There are many more people whose
stories have not been told with the
same fanfare, but who have equally
suffered because they have spoken
out. Even in so-called protected spaces
such as the national Sibaya, people
have been pursued and punished for
being critical or expressing dissent-

ing views.
This cannot also be a feature of the
‘Mandvulo era.’

PMs ‘MY WAY OR HIGHWAY'
TENDENCIES A CONCERN

Prime Minister Mandvulo is con-
cerningly exhibiting early signs of
having ;my way or the highway; ten-
dencies.

This is an attitude that may work
in the short term as he wields his del-
egated power to bulldoze through
his positions, using it to maintain a
level of intransigence, but in the long
run, it will take him down the same
rabbit hole that was merciless to his
predecessor and will be just as mer-
ciless to him also.

The corporate sector may have
primed him and some of his col-
leagues well in certain aspects of lead-
ership, but they must realise that this
role they are now in is a different ball
game altogether, and that the pub-
lic that government is supposed to
be serving does not appreciate such
arrogance,

They may have the power to do
what they want, but the nation deserves
more respect.

Theywould do well, therefore, not
to quickly squander the goodwill
they currently enjoy.

PN AN IINT ===
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tarting your day with
S a high protein break-
= fast is a great way to

ensure you have the energy you
need to make it through the morn-
ing.

Sourdough bread and some
sharp cheddar cheese give this

INSPIRED

traditional egg breakfast casse-
role a slight tang that your tasté  bread and then sprinkle the cheese |
buds will love. on top of the sausage. '
Egg Casserole | Serves 15 Step 2
I:gredxle(;llts v e In a medium-size bowl, beat
to 10 large slices of White  together the eggs, milk, dry mus-
sourdough bread cutintocubes,  tard, salt and pepper. Beat until
about 4 cups all of the egg yolks are well mixed
- .;:;B sausage crumbledand  before pouring the egg mixture
@ Photos ; 00! over the cheese. C th -
| Sanl out avoutite in. a}}.tdhesiv:lfn-ips designed for hang- : ;ﬁ}ﬁﬁ;sgrglsuuc I‘?ﬁ'igerate overnight or for at least
‘ photos with heartfelt & Ol VA Stepd @2 tsp dry mustard e
| flair with this unique  gyor 1 When all the blocks are dry, mount @1 tsp salt
| presentation. Gatll:er i s : the photos using spray adhesive. Gently @ 1/2 tsp ground pepper Step 3. e
Youwill need: materi a1_1d dilute craftspaint  press each photo onto the painted side il 0 G Hme oo hEgre
@455-inchblockeofinedinm: deasi- (4 tablespoons) with water (1 table- of each block. Directions rolgpreheat the Gvenlo f9oC.
ty fiberboard (MDF) or scrap wood (We spoon) to create a wash. Lay out your pattern on t]‘1e floor. We Step 1 E;lk{; th;ocas §erole, U
used 24 Blocks) Sz e Spray a 9x13 inch baking dih e for an addiiondl 15 620
@ paint in several colors ke a foam oaintr T rth pe. e with non-stick cookingsprayand iyt til the middl
®Fonm painthrmsh paintbrush to apply the Use removableadhesive strips to attach e the brcad T e G b, e IO G
wash to the front and sides of onewood  the blocks to the wall : - i Csserole is puffed and set. Cut
i thebrowned sausage overtopthe iy squares and serve warm.
ose gold, subway tiles and exposed
lighting were some of the top

Butwith a new year comes new decorating
patterns, stylish and timeless pieces, and fresh
takes on old styles.

2019 is going to have some fantastic home
design trends, and if you're planning on build-
ing this year, why not consider one of these
design trends to make your new home styl-
ish, elegant and modern.

Many of the ideas on this list can be achieved
for a fraction of the retail price with a little

shopping around, and it may help to carry

"otographs or magazine cuttings so there

10 confusion about what you want.

\ntique shops are a great place to find inter-
:sting furniture and decorative items that

never go out of style; these will always add a
.ouch of timeless class to your interior.

ARTISANAL FIXTURES
Designers have noticed a shift in what kind
f fixtures are more popular.
Recently decorators have become more par-
tial to artisanal fixtures by local artists and
small businesses, especially when it comes to

lighting. -

Artisan fixtures personalise your home,
ind, like natural elements, they help shift the
home’s focus from the technological to the
natural world. A good place to find artisanal
fixtures is at local handicraft markets, where

ome decor trends of last year.

ven if you don’t find something then and

here, you will probably be able to interact
vith the artist and commission the kind of

fixture you like.

A benefit of having an artisanal fixture made
aspecially for you is that your home will always

remain unique.

NATURAL ELEMENTS

Stepping away from the technology-obsessed
decor we saw dominate the 2018 design trends,
2019 will move towards fresh, natural materials
such as stone, copper, concrete, and granite.

These elements help to bring an organic and

serene ambiance to any space, while reflecting
the natural world around your home.

Add natural elements to your home décor by
bringing in some indoor plants, which have
become very popular in the last few years. Air
plants don’t need much maintenance, and make

019 HOME DESIGN TRENDS

awonderful addition to a bookcase
VELVET FURNISHINGS. " " %
Velvet used to be old fashioned and
stuffy, but
has b‘?en reborn as a funky way to add ltuuery lt'to
your interior, This multi-dimensional fabric is
already gaining a lot of attention, leading many




SundayObsW

OBSERVER HOMg

Uesli checks all the boxes of a perfect
Weekday breakfast.

You can make it in advance; it's packed with whole
grains, ﬁbre, Protein, and antigxidants; andiit’s extreme-
ly versatile, both in how you makeitand how you eat .
Illkﬂmmak!fablgbatch va:rthemdmlastﬂ’mugh‘
out the w_eek, which sj gnificantly speeds up my week-
e orming routine. I toasty,nuiy,chewys and tuly

- a breakfast th ‘ i .

T R at can hold me until unch

Ingredients

@3 1/2 cups rolled oats

@ 1/2 cup wheat brap
@ 1/2 tsp kosher salt
@ 1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
@ 1/2 cup sliced almonds
@ 1/4 cup raw pecans, coarsely chopped
@ 1/4 cup raw shelled pumpkin seeds
@ 1/2 cup unsweetened coconut flakes
® 1/4 cup dried apricots, coarsely chopped
@ 1/4 cup dried cherries '

Tools

@ Large rimmed baking sheet

@ Large bowl

@ Large airtight container, for storing

Directions

Step 1

Arrange two racks to divide the oven into thirds and
heat to 180°C. Place the oats, wheat bran, salt, and cin-
namon on a rimmed baking sheet; toss to combine; and
spread into an even layer. Place the almonds, pecans,
and pepitas on a second rimmed baking sheet; toss to

v 7 — Y L L - ';"8"‘
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combine; and spread into an even layer. Transfer both
baking sheets to oven, placing oats on top rackand nuts
on bottom. Bake until nuts are fragrant, about 10 to 12
minutes.

Step 2

Remove the baking sheet with the nuts and set aside
to cool. Sprinkle the coconut over the oats, return to the
upper rack, and bake until the coconut is golden-brown,
about five minutes more. Remove from oven and set
aside to cool, about 10 minutes. Transfer the contents of
both baking sheets to a large bowl and add the apricots
and cherries. Toss to combine. '

Step 3

Transfer to an airtight container. Muesli can be stored
in an airtight container at room temperature for up to
one month.

Enjoy as desired. Enjoy as oatmeal, cereal, overnight
oats, or with yogurt, topped with fresh fruit and a driz-
zle of honey or maple syrup, if desired.

RECIPE NOTES

Storage: Muesli can be stored in an airtight container
for up to 1 month.

Serving suggestions: To make overnight oats, combine
equal parts muesli and milk or non-dairy milk (I prefer
2/3 cup of each) in a small lidded container (at this point
Ilike to top mine with frozen blueberries, too). Refrigerate
overnight and enjoy cold in the morning,

Freezer-friendly breakfast sandwiches

don’t think it’s too extreme
to say that this whole con-
cept of freezable breakfast
sandwiches has changed my world.
Or atleast my mornings. Suffice it
to say, they are amazing, If you love
eggs in the morning, often buy break-
fast on the way to work, wouldn’t
mind saving a few bucks, or all of
the above, then these sandwiches are
about to make you very happy. They're
great for a quick breakfast on busy
mornings, or to microwave and pack
as part of a lunch box meal.
Breakfast sandwiches | Makes 6
Ingredients
@ 10 large eggs
@ 1 cup milk salt
@ 6 slices bacon
@ 6 slices cheese
@ 6 English muffins

Tools

@ Whisk

@ Baking pan

@® Medium bowls

@® Baking sheet

@ Aluminum foil

@ Paper towels

@ Clean plate

@ Spatula

@ Biscuit cutter or drinking cup,
roughly the same size as the English
muffins

Directions

Step 1

Heat the oven to 180°C. Place one
rack in the lower third and another

Whisk the eggs together with the
milk and salt in a large mixing bowl.
Film a 9x13 baking pan with cook-
ing spray, and pour the eggs into the
pan. Place on the lower rack in the
oven. Bake until the eggs are puffed
around the edges with golden spots,
and a paring knife inserted in the
middle comes out clean, 25 to 30
minutes. Cool completely.

Step 3

Line a baking sheet with foil. Lay
the bacon on the baking sheet in a
single layer with no pieces overlap-
ping. Turn up the edges of the foil
to catch the grease. Place the bacon
on the upper rack in the oven and
bake until the bacon is crispy, 15 to
20 minutes. When finished, trans-
fer the bacon to a plate lined with
paper towels to drain. When cool,
break each piece in half to make them
easier to fit on the sandwiches.

Step 3

Place the English muffins cut-side-
up on a baking sheet and toast in the
oven for just a few minutes, until the
edges are toasted. If desired, you can
brush the muffins with butter before
toasting.

Step 4 .

Cut out the egg rounds: Use a spat-
ula to lift the eggs out of the panand
ontoa cutting board. Using a large
biscuit cutter or drinking glass (rough-
ly the same size as your English
muffins), cut six rounds out of the
eggs. The scraps can be used to make
more sandwiches if you have extra

rack in the upper third of the oven. English muffins, or they can go in
salads, stir-fries, or other quick meals
Step2 during the week.

designers to believe velvet decor_w’ill be one of
2019's most sought-after trends. With your option
of velvet sofas, velvet headboards and even vel-
vet walls; the decorating possibih‘ties are endless.

FLORAL PATTERNS

This decorating trend has been around for a
while, but always seems to come back in new and
improved incarnations. This year we will see flo-
ral patterns in a new light. Decorators expect to
find exaggerated proportions and contrasting (;OI»
ors used for this timeless decor patt.ern. Think
wallpaper, or sofas in contrastingly different flo-
ral patterns.

COPPER ACCENTS
Rose gold was one of 2018’s most used decor

trend; however in 2019 we expect to see lessrose
gold and more copper accents, along witha mix-

ture of other metals. With its red and orange tones
and overall earthy hue, copper is a much-need-
ed breath of fresh air for the new year. Because
copper is a metal, you can use it in any of your
home’s spaces, such as in the kitchen as a dish
rack or in the bathroom to store different odds

and ends.

RICHER COLORS

Though muted colors can help you avoid mak-
ing spaces feel overwhelming, designers believe
that this will be a year where bolder colors are
preferred. Richer hues throughout your home
can make your more muted furnishings a1-1d dec-
orative decor pop. Look out for dramatic reds,
statement pinks, bold yellows and organic greens.

BRASS
2019 is setting up to be a year where we wave

goodbye to stainless steel and polished nickel,and
welcome brass accents back into our homes. Brass
is a surprisingly warm and subtle alternative to
the expected steel accents, and can be incorpo-
rated into any of your home’s different spaces.

BLACK & WHITE

A truly timeless design trend, black and white
furnishings will want to be on your list of trends
to incorporate into your home’s decor this year.
The visual contrast of black and white will pro-
vide a sense of balance and boldness to your home’s
space, and works very well with natural elements
such as green plants, coloured stones and art-
works with beautiful scenery.

MILLENNIAL PINK
A massive hit last year, this trendy hue is still
getting alot of attention. We've already seen this

pink shade make its way into home decor and
fashion, but for 2019 get prepared to incor-
porate this colour in new creative and unique
ways, as an easy way to update any space.

TONAL REDS

The past few years have seen designers and
homeowners gravitate towards cooler colors
such as blues and greens, so it has been excit-
ing to see warmer tones returning, Tonal reds
are a great way to add complimenting con-
trast while providing the warmth that makes
your home more inviting.

GEOMETRIC PATTERNS

“Similar to floral patterns and brass decor,
incorporating geometric patterns is no new
trend. Yet for the New Year geometric pat-
terns are expected to become a dramatic pres-
ence. Colors will be bolder with oversized pat-
terns. Thisisa trend that will help makeabold
statement in any room. A chic and easy way
to incorporate this pattern into your home
decor is adding geometric throws.

CONCRETE ACCENTS

Some may wonder why concrete has left the
construction zone, yet 2019 will be the year it
steps into many homes decor. Providing a
crisp, clean look that’s easy to compliment
Concreteisn’t just for countertops. Geometric
concrete tiles will become increasingly popu-
lar and pair two of next years hottest design
trends into one stylish piece.

BUCKET SINIKS

Also known asa trough sink, the bucket sink
joins the list of vintage design trends that are
predicted to make a massive comebackin the
next year,

Farm-house inspired, these pans are family
friendly and will add personality and a touch
of nostalgia to any kitchen or bathroom.
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ASHINGTON — The Trump

administration is pulling the

plug on a decades-old nudlear
arms treaty with Russia, lifting what it
sees as unreasonable constraints on
competing with a resurgent Russiaand
a more assertive China.

The move announced on Friday sets
the stage for delicate talks with US allies
over potential new American missile
deployments.

In explaining his decision, which he
had foreshadowed months ago, President
Donald Trump accused Moscow of vio-
lating the 1987 Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces treaty with ‘impunity’
by deploying banned missiles. Moscow

denies it is in violation and has accused
Washington of resisting its efforts to
resolve the dispute.

Democrats in Congress and some arms
control advocates criticised Trump’s
decision as opening the door to an arms
race.

“The US threat to terminate the treaty
will not bring Russia back into compli-
ance and could unleash a dangerous

Mnangagwa accuses West of ‘backing Zim violence’

5 ARARE- Zimbabwe's President
: Emmerson Mnangagwa on
i Friday accused western coun-
i tries of supporting violent countrywide
! protests in January that were sparked
i by a huge rise in fuel prices.

i Atleast 12 civilians died and hun-
i dreds more were injured following a
: joint police and military crackdown on
i protestersafter shops were looted and
i seton fire.

i "Weregret theloss oflife but we need-
! edto protect property as well as other
i citizens not involved in the protests,”
i Mnangagwa told local reporters.
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TRUMP SUSPENDS ARMS
TREATY, CITING CHINESE
AND RUSSIAN THREATS

US President Donald Trump.
and costly new missile competition
between the United States and Russia
in Europe and beyond,” the private Arms
Control Association said. It argued that
Washington had not exhausted options
for drawing Russia back into compli-
ance.

Trump said in a statement that the US
will ‘move forward’ with developing its
own military response options to Russia’s
banned deployment of cruise missiles

"We have told the western countries
that they cannot turn around and raise
concerns when theyare the ones spon-
soring the violence," the privately-owned
NewsDay newspaper quoted Mnangagwa
as saying.

Authorities have blamed the protests
on the main opposition Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC) partyand
on non-governmental organisations
that they said were backed by western
governments.

When he took over from Robert
Mugabe in 2017, Mnangagwa pledged
to revive the moribund economy and

that could target western Europe.

“We cannot be the only country in the
world unilaterally bound by this treaty,
or any other,” Trump said. Other offi-
cials said the treaty could still be saved
if Russia reverses course and returns to
compliance, but that window of oppor-
tunity will close in six months when the
American withdrawal is due to take
effect.

Unacceptable

The Trump decision reflects his admin-
istration’s view that the arms treaty was
an unacceptable obstacle to more force-
fully confronting not only Russia but
also China. China’s military has grown
mightily since the treaty was signed, and
the pact has prevented the US from
deploying weapons to counter some of
those being developed in Beijing.

Leaving the INF pact, however, risks
aggravating relations with European
allies, who share the administration’s
view that Russia is violating the treaty
but who have not endorsed a US with-
drawal.

-

attract foreign investment by ending E
the country’s international isolation.

Police have arrested more than 1100
people, including opposition lawmak- |
ers, trade unionists and even some chil- |
dren as part of the crackdown, which
has been criticised by the US, the i
European Union and Britainas wellas
by rights groups. i

Mnangagwa, who won a disputed |
election in July, alsoannounced a pack-
age of measures for state workers after
strikes by doctors and teachers over |
poor pay. :

AFP i

............................................................................

Ivory Coast ex-president Gbagbo freed

UE - Former tories’.
I RE{I;I ?nggf’presiden-t Gbagbo, who ruled Ivory Coast
Laurent Gbagbo was freed from %000-201 1, has spent seven
from detgmjonbythg years in custody in The Hague.
Criminal Court on Friday, under '_I'he men were acquitted of atroc-
the condition that he will stayin  ities charges on January 15 but
the country that accepts to take bﬂd bee.n kept in detention pend-
him in and that he will returnto  ing objections by prosecutors,
the court when asked todoso.  who plan to appeal against the
Readinga unanimous decision  acquittal and sought guarantees
by a five-strong appeals panel, that the men would return to
presiding Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji ~ court later if required.
ordered Gbagbo and co-defen- A spokesman for the ICC on
Friday night said both men had

dantCharlesBlé
Goudé‘tobe .
released to
a state will- ¥
ing toaccept {8
them on its
terri-

ARACAS - Venezuela's self-

proclaimed president Juan

Guaido has promised China
he will honour bilateral agreements
and said he was ready to start a dia-
logue with Beijing ‘as soon as pos-
sible’.

Guaido's comments to the South
China Morning Post, published yes-
terday, appear aimed at laying to
rest questions over whether his polit-
ical challenge to President Nicolas
Maduro would disrupt ties with
Venezuela's main creditor.-

Maduro visited China in September,
striking energy and gold mining
deals as he sought Beijing's support
for his crisis-hit nation.

“China’s support will be very
important in boosting our coun-
try’s economy and future develop-
ment,” Guaido, the 35-year-old
opposition leader, said in the email
interview with the newspaper.

“Given its competitiveness and
market, China is a fundamental
global player with whom we would
like to re-launch our relationship

left the detention centre in The
Hague “as an interim measure,”
without providing further details.
Gbagbo and Goudé need to
report weekly to thelaw enforce-
ment authorities of the coun-
try that accepts them,and are
notallowed to makeany pub-
lic statement on the case, the
panel said.
Reuters

Laurent Gbagho.

extends olive branch to China

= '.[ F' | Venezuela’s self-
% proclaimed ‘act-

= jng president’

Juan Guaido.
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=
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based on mutual respect and coop-
eration."

“We are ready to begin a con-
structive relationship and dialogue
with China as soon as possible.”

Guaido proclaimed himself act-
ing president last week amid protests
in Caracas.

While many countries, including
the US and Brazil, have backed
Guaido, China has so far declined
to pick sides, stressing its longtime
position against "interfering” in the
domestic affairs of other nations.

AFP

. EUstates move to recognise Venezuela's Guaido Venezuelan’s Maduro's hours are numbered

§, Sudan opposition objects constitution amendments

JUBA - South Sudan’s main opposition
faction says it will challenge propo§ed
amendments to the country's constitution.
The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement
in Opposition (SPLM-IO) saic_i it would
petition continental bloc, the Inter-governmental
Authority on Development ( IGAD),‘to_ stop
the bill from reaching the justice ministry,
the East African reported. UN Miraya Radio
reported that senior SPLM-10 official Oyet
Nathaniel Penono said in the capital Juba
on Thursday that Igad as guarantors of the
South Sudan peace agreement should. order
the withdrawal of the bill or make significant

amendments. ANA

|

|
|
|
|
|

Bashir orders re-opening of Sudan border with Eritrea

KHARTOUM - Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir on Thursday announced the re-opening
of his country's eastern border with Eritrea, which
has been shut since last year. Bashir ordered the
frontier closed in January 2018 after he announced
a state of emergency in the eastern region of
Kassala to fight arms and people smuggling. "I
announce from Kassala the opening of the border
with Eritrea," Bashir said on Thursday at a televised
rally of loyalists in the regional capital near the
frontier. "Politics can divide us but still they
(Eritreans) are our brothers and relatives," he
said, without giving more details on the decision.

AFP

BRUSSELS - European Union governments will

move to recognise Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s

interim president from next week, but using

cautious language for fear of setting a precedent

for political crises, two EU diplomats said on

Friday. Nervous that Guaido’s decision to declare
himself president could set an example for other
opposition leaders around the world, EU foreign
ministers agreed in Bucharest this week to back
himonly until a new election could be held. Britain,
France, Germany and Spain are expected to
announce their direct recognition of Guaido from
tomorrow, assuming an eight-day deadline they
set last Saturday if an election is not met, diplomats
said. Reuters

BOGOTA - Venezuela’s dictatorship only has a
short time left, Colombian President Ivan Duque
said on Friday, calling for more diplomatic pressure
onthat nation’s leader, Nicolas Maduro, to facilitate
the return of democracy to the oil-producing
nation. Colombia, which is part of the 14-country
regional Lima Group, has already recognised
Yenezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido as
interim president of Venezuela. “Todayit's worthy
to applaud what the world is seeing and that is
that the dictatorship of Venezuela has very few
hours left, because there’s a new institutional
regime that's being created thanks to the work
that Colombia and other countries have done,”
said Duque, Reuters
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REAL MADRID
BARCA FACE
OFF IN

COPA DEL
REY SEMIS,

have a testing schedule around the first

and they will be the Madrid team we
leg, sandwiched between a city derby

ADRID - Real Madrid will
face defending champions always expect -- a group of winners

Barcelona in the semi-finals  thatcompetes for everything, thatcan  against Atletico Madridin La Ligaand
ofthe Copa del Rey. give us a scare if we are not ready to  a Champions League last-16 first leg
The draw made on Friday means work." away to Ajax.

Santiago Solari's side will hope vic-
tories in the Copa del Rey can have a
knock-on effect in the league, how-
ever, where Barca have been unflap-
pable over the past two months, win-
ning eight matches on the spin.

The opener at the Camp Nou will
present Madrid with a chance to avenge
their 5-1 hammering there in October
too, a result that led to Julen Lopetegui
being sacked as coach.

They reached the Copa del Rey semis
after completing a 7-3 aggregate vic-
tory over Girona on Thursday while
Barcelona pulled off a brilliant come-
back to beat Sevilla, overturning a 2-
0 first-leg deficit by winning 6-1 at the
Camp Nou. AFP

there will be back-to-back Clasicos,

with the second leg due to take place

in the last week of February, before are talking about two teams with a lot
Madridhost Barca in La Ligaon March  of resources, with extraordinary play-
2 ers and we always expect very tight

The first leg will be played at the games.

Camp Nou next week before a return
at the Santiago Bernabeu. The provi-
sional dates are February 6 and 27.
Real Betis will go up against Valencia
in the other semi-final.

Barcelona are 10 points clear of Madrid
in La Liga and will be favourites to
progress but their opponents have
found form in recent weeks, winning
six of their last seven matches.

Barcelona Director Guillermo Amor
said: "Real Madrid are playing well

"There's nothing like it," Real Madrid
Director Emilio Butragueno said. "We

Greatest

"We trust our players but obviously
this is one of the greatest games in the
world today."

Barca are chasing a record fifth Copa
del Rey success in a row while Madrid
are into the last four for the first time
since they won the competition in
2014.

Two Clasico games in a week will
crank up the pressure on both teams
at the end of the month but Real also

Welsh Comeback shocks home side in Six Nations opener

i
4 Retin

ARIS - Wales staged a remark- f

able second-half comeback to
stun France 24-19 on a memo-
rable opening Six Nations night in Pais.
Warren Gatland's team trailed 16-Oat
the interval, but they respondeq mag-
nificently to claim a 10th successIve will
and equal their longest unbeaten run
since 1999, >
Tries by scrum-half Tomos A% flhz.lms
and wing George North, who capitalised
on opposite number Yoann Hugets
defensive howler, plus two Ga'reth
Anscombe conversionsand a Dan Blggar
penalty, edged Wales ahead following
a15-minute purple patch.
And after France went back in front
througha Camille Lopez penalty, North
claimed his second try - a stunning 60-
metre interception effort that Biggar
converted - to give Walesa seventh vic-
tory from the last eight starts against
France. ‘
Les Bleus dominated the opening 40
minutes, cruising clear through touch-

v o () -
ot 4, v . \ﬂlh’ /‘.-

downs by number eight Louis Picamoles
and Huget, while Lopez booted a penal-
ty and drop-goal.

But Wales underlined strong Six Nations
title credentials with a second-half dis-
play so far removed from what preced-
ed it, it was hard to comprehend.

Wales came under incessant pressure
in the early moments as France made
light of slippery handling conditions
caused by rain that started two hours
before kick-off and had not relented.

Backs and forwards combined impres-
sively to leave Wales stuck inside their

own 22, and Les Bleus built patiently
before working enough space out wide
to send Picamoles over for a sixth-minute
try. But there were initial goal-kicking
concerns for France as Morgan Parra
missed an easy conversion attempt and
then drifted a long-range penalty wide
after Wales launched an opening attack
through a strong Jonathan Davies run.
The visitors should have drawn level
approaching the half's midway point
after centre Hadleigh Parkes freed full-
back Liam Williams.
Sky Sports

Downs take control of Group A

RETORIA - Mamelodi

Sundowns took control of

top spot in Group A in the
CAF Champions League after defeat-
ing ASEC Mimosas 3-1 at Loftus
Versfeld on Friday evening.

Downs controlled the match and
should have won by a more com-
fortable margin were it not for some
wasteful finishing. Credit to Pitso
Mosimane's side for bouncing back
from a disappointing week which
featured losses to Chippa United
and Amazulu.

Sundowns bossed the early
exchanges and took just over 10
minutes to break the deadlock and
get themselves off to a perfect start.

Gaston Sirino found space on the
left flank, getting to the byline before
whipping in an excellent ball for
defender Mosa Lebusa to head home
in the 10th minute.

Soon after, Lebusa turned from
hero to villain when he pushed Salif
Bagate in the penalty area with the
Tunisian referee having no hesita-
tion in pointing to the spot. Ahmed
Herve Diomande calmly dispatched
the penalty into the top right-hand
corner to level matters at 1-1.

On the half-hour marlk, the visi-
tors almost took the lead when
Alphonse Yao's corner was flicked
onand headed inches wide by cen-
tre-back Wonlo Coulibaly. This,
despite the Brazilians still domi-
nating territory and possession.

Ttwas clear from having played § = &

{q !

three matches in six days, the
hosts were tiring towards
the end of the first half 2

with ASEC actu- '
ng N

b

ally finishing .
the stronger as ::(
the sides head-
ed in to the interval.

The home side started the
second half like a house on
fire, having two good chances

opening five minutes. First, Anthony
Laffor was denied by an excellent
save from Abdoulkarim Cisse after
superb interplay between Themba
Zwane and Sirino before Maboe hit
the post with a close-range header
moments later,

In the 53rd minute, the Brazilians
would not be denied. Sirino, who
was orchestrating things in mid-
field for the hosts, played Lyle Lakay
in on the overlap who crossed for
Zwane to scorea simple tap-in from
close range.

Skipper Hlompho Kekana then
hit the post from a direct free-kick
in the 65th minute as Mosimane's
side came agonisingly close to a
third. Ten minutes later, they were
dubiously denied what appeared to
be a legitimate goal for offside.

Sundowns would have been won-
dering how it was possible that they
were only a goal ahead after wast-
ing a series of gilt-edged opportu-
nities. They were almost punished
for their wasteful finishing when
Denis Onyango was forced in to a
fine save from a scorcher ofalong-
range effort.

The third goal would come even-
tually in stoppage time when Zwane
found new signing Emiliano Tade
in the area, who chipped the ball
over Cisse to cap a memorable debut
and secure the three points for his

side.

W Kick-Off

in quick succession in the SRS

Majoro on target as Wits stretch lead

OHANNESBURG - Lehlo-

honolo Majoro came off the

bench to secure Bidvest Wits

a crucial 1-0 win against strug-

gling Maritzburg United at Bidvest
Stadium on Friday night.

His 80th minute goal separat-

ed the sides in a tense and high

stakes encounter.

With no games in hand over
second-placed Orlando Pirates
but with a two-point advantage,
Wits needed to extend their lead
while Pirates are on continental
duty.

That they did and their five-
point lead will examine Pirates’
title credentials. Maritzburg's dire
situation was pretty clear from
the fact they were four points
adrift of 15th-placed Chippa
United.

With only 11 games left for both
teams, Wits are primed for the
finishing line while Maritzburg,
who lost their 10th game, sunk
deeperinto the relegation quick-
sand.

Maritzburg though had the
game's firstchance in the fourth
minute through Yannick Zakri
but Darren Keet smothered his

tame shot.
Wits were far more incisive but
should have punished Richard

Ofori's consecutive brainfades

when he twice rushed out of the
box.

Ghabadinho Mhangoskied the
sixth minute chance but Ofori
redeemed himselfwhen he saved
Deon Hotto's eighth minute free-
kick.

Hotto made a nuisance of him-
self for the better part of the first
half through a 23rd minute shot
that went wide and 33rd minute
attempt that Ofori saved.

Wits also came close on the
stroke of half-time but Simon
Murray's chance was cleared off
the line.

Wits controlled large swathes
of the second half and created
the better opportunities. However,
they had little to show for their
endeavour.

Hotto continued to be a con-
stant menace and had 52nd and
74th minute shots saved by Ofori
while the Maritzburg keeper also
denied Murray and Cole Alexander
in the 53rd and 72nd minutes.

Times Live
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KASHAL!
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HILLSIDE l.‘ﬂU.EEE

ﬁ Fﬁ),E%ramngs

- With hostels

¢ ‘available.

| Visitthe sc:ho?lk in

‘ ‘Ngwane Pa

ﬁr call 78118139 for

Matric
registrations
SGCSE
Upgrading,
Experienced
Teachers,
Hostel
facility
available.

Hillside
College
Manzini
2505 8856 /
7641 1168
7641 1138

Cell: 78630189 /
76979244 /
76117752

R/N 200950 Ox-— 11 FED 2019
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N-SERIES, ABMA,
ICM ELECTRICAL,
MECHANICAL,
CIVIL,
CHEMICAL,
COMPUTER
ENGINEERING, H.R
MANAGEMENT,
AAT/CAT.

Etc.

Experienced
Lecturers &
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Available.
Approved by the
Ministry of
Education (SHEC).

Hillside College,
Manzini.
25058856 /7641 1168

Malkerns
1'4453m’ near
Swazi Can
factory
E1°850
000.00 plus
many more
and Mbabane
plots &
houses
Contact:
78612352

R/N 201077 DX07/02

Mazda Verisa,
2005 model.
Fully registered.
1500cc horse
power.
Contact
76792224,

BMW 320i, 2007
model.

Fully registered.
Mileage less than
90'000km.
Price E85'000
negotiable.

Dx 28/02/19

CALL OR WHATSAPP: 78721620/ 24043807

GOD'S GLORY ABLAZE CHURCH
[NHLANGAND MATHENDELE)

Contact
76638622/76471717
Host ;

Pastor N.T Dlamini

Rev. Dr.A. M. B &
Pastor T. Matsebula

9.00 am - |0:30am
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E REGISTRATION IN 2. Get a Quotation via same platform . o0
E16 x| | PROGRESS FORM 3. Send Payment via Mobile Money .
L ooo g 170 FORM 5 .
8302Km CONTACT: EASY AS
L.-——_.iti : 79022869 H Uﬁ"ﬁg‘fﬁ:‘;"” ‘Tmuble finding a job,| | Mazda 2 Demio,
. {you are sick , 2007 model. 1 2 3
| BECTRICALS 5 ELECTROMIES | | OFFERING THE BEST | | probiems in Mamiage, | Fully registered.
[ ING | Business, Bonkhe| | Mileage less than C i
= T¥e, Fridges. Racines | e, Sl Wi 7872 1620 | conenere |
- Speakers, Washmg Machines, innovative 'kanye nenhialakahle| | Price E58'000 T R
: Microwaves, Re irs and administration. ‘emindenini yabo negotiable. o =
spares Su pla 2 - Qualified, a b e t e Contact Deatllle < Fropery
‘ Pplies. experiencedand | |NQitobakhulekela 76792224 Vacancies  Auctions
| kuNkulunkulu, | can Job Search Hair salons
motivated teachers. For lihas -
) ‘Inclusiveand | | by o YU FOR SALE
f | been this since Property
friendly learning 1984.Prophet Hen rope
C‘“;?ﬂ':i:‘:’u BUILDING, environment. !N dwandw ery jectices
76216784, é:;gg‘:’;g E - Computerlessons | | Mbabane PTS qustock
- French. ‘ Ethangeni Appliances
- Career guidance. | | Contack BMW 1 series,
| 76714 2654. 2006 model.
We groom, We ii«zg\a_cun OXOSFES 2010 - Fully ragistered.
shape, We direct. Milegaog'g‘;gls(s than CALL OUR OFFICE
ABOVE 90% PASS By Eazl'gho MBABANE TEL: 2404 D90 1 2404387
RATE EXPECTED el NAAMGAND TEL: 227 s150
: negotiable. PIGGS PEAK TEL: 2437 1083
Places available up Contact
to form V ‘
Baobab ExpressPrinters and Stationery o BACoon gt
and Baobab Express Furniture Supply. Fiod wsiin E;’sul;‘]? 6”(’; Dalrich at
Office/School Desks, Chairs, Typek, Stationery, Sidvwashini along !
Receipts/ Invoice Books, Business cards. Makholokholo
Call: 2404 0491 / 7637 2858 / 7615 7325 ead

Celebrate God's
lnterventmn

Godls changlng changers ]
m‘ wulid

CHURCH
SERVICE
7.

2.30 PM-5.00 PM

CONTACT 7605 3160

CALL: 767745901 7605 316

| SHﬂﬂﬂIS:

10am-12pm

Venue:
~ Woodlands,
Ezulwini

Church - Nhiangano
Distinctively Christian
[ _Every Sunday |
nglish Service at
0830hrs — 0955hrs
Bible Study ~ |
000hrs — 1055hrs
Siswati Service -
1100hrs — 1300hrs
Every Monday ]
Prayer:
1800hrs — 2000hrs

mzmudm of the I
- th

o St s

- 2000hrs

Venue:
Evangelical Church
NIhangano Church Hall

site Nhi: m_u 10

ntral Primary School

Contacts
22075 020/7603 6628
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| Lady with a
| qualification in

| Journalism, media
| Studies, and
| secretarial and

| admin. Almost 10

| years in Marketing
| and sales. Great
| communication
skills. Contact
J 760311989.

for a Job, with an
Associate Decree
in Business
Management. |
have 2 years
experience in
accounting for
more information
contact me at
+268 76756937/
+268 79766938

% A female graduate
qualified with an
associate degree
in Business
Management
seeking for a job
with experience 2
years in sales
consultant and
front desk. please
call 76385465/
78421012

A male graduate
holding an
associate degree
event
[ m a nagement,
| with experience in
Public relations
and media
Call:76718381

, A male graduate
J gualified with an
associate degree
in creative
multimedia.
Seeking for an
internship with
experience in
design and
marketing. Call:
78276140
B Lookmg for an
internship. 23
‘ years old _young
man pursuing my
Assocrate Degree
International
Tour:sm seeking
for internship.
l Please call:
f78475328

‘ A female seeking

Male 24 years old,
graduate qualified
with an Associate

Degree in
Architecture
Technology

seeking for a job
with experience in
being a
Draughtsman,
Building Design
and Building
Services. Please
call:76995054/
79995054.

| am a male
student gqualified
with an Associate
Degree in
Business
Management
seeking for an
Internship . in
department of
Accounting Call:
76712630

Swazi citizen.
experience: -
Elections Clark in
year 2013. -5 year
driving 8 tone
truck in one of the
companies in
Swaziland from
2015-2019.
Educational
background:
Form5 certificate,
computer
certificate,
firefighting
certificate, diploma
basic ambulance
assistance.
Contacit:

+26876870274
email:normanzwid
e06@gmail.com

A lady of 25 years
with BSc in
Business
Management and
Administration Cell:
76527128

Lady of 33 years
with Graduate
Diploma in
Business
Management and
Administration-
Cell: 76136049

with BSc in
Accounting &
Finance - Cell:
76411405

Lady of 24 years
with Graduate
Diploma in
Accounting &
Finance Cell:
78109617

Lady of 42 years
with Graduate
Diploma in Social
Work & Community
Development -
Cell: 76237836

Lady 26 years old
with Diploma in Call
G e n tr e
Management Call:

Lady of 31 years

A female of 23
Years holder of a
Diploma in Social
Work & Community
Development -
Cell: 78528286

A female of 27
Years holder of a
Graduate Diploma
in Social Work &
Community
Development -
Cell: 76665965

Male with
Certificate in MVM
(Diesel /HP. Cell:
76361044

Male with
Certificate in MVM
(Diesel /HP. Cell:
78158069

Male with
Certificate in MVM
(Diesel /HP. Cell:
78485546

A female of 22
Years holder of a
Graduate Diploma
in Social Work &
Community
Development -
Cell: 76592497

A female of 24
Years holder of a
Diploma in
Business
Management &
Administration
Cell: 76212347

A male of 23 Years
holder of a Diploma
in Information
Communication
Technology- Cell:
7608 3697

A male of 23 Years
holder of a Diploma
in Information
Communication
Technology- Cell:

Female with
Certificate in Health
& Safety Cell:
76254239

Female with
Certificate in Health
& Safety Cell:
78440771

Female with
Certificate in Health
& Safety Cell:
78617271

Female with
Certificate in Health
& Safety Cell:
76662283

student. Skills
include Desktop
Application and
web development
and networking.
Good with java,
¢+ hettmrle
bootstrap and php.
76404197
A lady 28 years of
age holding a
degreein HR plus a
diploma in
secretarial frm
SCOT.6 years
wrking experiance
as a P.Acn be
contacted at

cebogm@gmail.c

om

Committed to
perfecting skills
and staying current
with developing
automotive
technologies and
systems auto
electrician looking
for a freelance auto
electricAl job call
76525384/796814
44

Classifieds !

23 yeall
Iooiglng for a job. |

have Diploma in
gecretarial and
Business skills with
1 year experience
as office clerk.
COntact76916993

22 year old Iady is
looking for @ job. |
have secretarial
and business skills
with 1 year
experience as
office clerk.
Contact78101029
24 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have Diploma in
secretarial and
business skills with
1 year experience
as office
administrator.
76778627

24 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
Have AAT level 3
with experience as
payroll officer.
Contact 76644202

Male with
Certificate in Light
Motor Vehicle Cell:
78672015

Male with
Certificate in Light
Motor Vehicle Cell:

7653 9033 76242672 78714289
A female of 27 Amaleof24Years Male with
Years holder of a holder of a Certificate in Light

Diploma in Social

Graduate Diploma

Work & Community in Accounting &
Development-Cell: Finance- Cell:
76384886 78293787

A female of 23 A female of 28

Years holder of a
Diploma in Social
Work & Community
Development - Cell:
78509535

Years holder of a
Graduate Diploma
in Accounting &
Finance- Cell:
76113574

Motor Vehicle. Cell:
76846113
| am a male
seeking for
internship in
Information
Technology (IT)
Please call:
76893399

Good final year IT

A male graduate
qualified with an
Associate Degree
in Creative
Multimedia seeking
for a job, with
experience in
corporate identity
and knowledge of
Adobe Creative
suits & microsoft
office suit. Please
call: 78528819

25 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have Diploma in
Secretarial and
business skills with
2 year experience
as Office
administrator.
Contact 76185052

26 year old guy is
looking for a job. |
have AAT level 3
with 1 year
experience as
account clerk.
Contact 76309464

25 year old lady is
looking for a job. |
have AAT level 3
with 1 year

experience as |

account clerk.
Contact 76922414

Female graduate |

with an Associate
degree in Film and
Television
Production seeking
for a job, with
experience in.video
shooting and

editing. Please call
76818487/
79481157. Thank
you.

lady with an
advanced diploma
in procurement and
supply chain, plus
a Bcom, good
experience and a
light duty driver
seeks employment
Call 76810335
Lady with
Advanced Diploma
in Accounting and
Bachelor of
Commerce -Rusj
Management
seeking a job. Vast
work experience.
Call 76447499

| am female
graduate with an
Associate degree
in Film and
Television
Production seeking
for a job, with
experience in video
shooting and
editing. Please call
76818487/
79481157. Thank
you.

25 year old is
looking for a job. |
have diploma in
secretarial and
business skills with
1 year experience
as receptionist.

Call: 76334732

Swazi-—-
OBSERVER
For Advertising

your business ,

Call our office @

2404 3807 /

2404 8699

|
i
\
|
|
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Heung-min Son celebrates his second-half winner with teammates.

yon helps Tottenham
squeeze past Newcastle

ONDON - Heung-Min Son’s

I late goal finally broke down

ewcastle’s resistance as

Tottenham earned a 1-0 win at Wembley
inthe Premier League yesterday.

The South Korean, who has now

scored two in two since returning

from the Asia Cup, saw a low effort
from the edge of the box creep under
the body of Newcastle goalkeeper

Martin Dubravka (83), who will feel
he should have done better.

In an entertaining clash, Lucas Moura
missed a fine opportunity in the first
half; heading wide in space, Erik Lamela
hit the woodwork with his own head-
ed effort, while at the other end after
half-time, Salomon Rondon also nod-
ded against the far post.

Christian Eriksen saw a cute flick

cleared off the line by Fabian Schar,
before Son’s late winner.

The result means Tottenham have
gone 29 league games without a draw,
breaking a Premier League record,
and puts Mauricio Pochettino’s side
second in the Premier League for 24
hours at least before Manchester City’s
clash with Arsenal on Super Sunday.

Sky Sports

Barnes’ stoppage-time penalty salvages point

Asley Barnes celebra tes

page-time penalty salvaged a
1-1 draw for Burnley as they
halted Southampton’s charge away
from the Premier League relegation
scrap.
| Having been denied what seemed to
be a clear spot-kick midway through
the first halfat Turf Moor, Barnes made
no mistake from 12 yards to secure a
| share of the spoils late on.

Nathan Redmond’s strike 10 min-
utes into the second half had looked
set to be enough for Southampton, but
Burnley rallied — Barnes denied by
Alex McCarthyand the crossbar before
debutant Peter Crouch headed into
Jack Stephens’ arm.

And with referee Anthony Taylor
this time showing no hesitation in giv-
ing the decision Burnley’s way, Barnes
| stepped up to ensure their unbeaten
league start to 2019 continued.

! Danny Ings should have put his for-
| mer club behind six minutes in, but
failed to lift his effort over Tom Heaton,

B URNLEY - Ashley Barnes’ stop-

who had reacted sharply to close the
angle, and Burnley were convinced
they should have had a penalty with
just over half an hour played.

Having taken down along ball, Barnes
drewa dumsy challenge from McCarthy,
but despite Southampton’s goalkeep-
er getting none of the ball, Burnley’s
claims fell on deaf ears.

Phil Bardsley cleared off the line and
Heaton denied James Ward-Prowse
after the interval, and Southampton’s
pressure told when Redmond arrowed
alow finish into the bottom corner 10
minutes into the second half.

Barnes continued to pose Burnley’s
greatest threat and forced a brilliant
save out of McCarthy before hitting
the crossbar.

However, there was to be one more
twist — Stephens’ handball from a
Crouch knock-down giving referee
Taylor little choice but to point to the
spot, and Barnes duly slhmmed home
in the 94th minute.

Goal

Milivojevie, Schlupp strike

Jimenez

as Batshuayi makes debut

ONDON - Luka Milivojevic
and Jeffrey Schlupp struck
as Crystal Palace comfort-
ably defeated Fulham 2-0 at Selhuust
Park on Michy Batshuayi’s debut,
handing the visitors their fourth
loss in five Premier League games.

Captain Milivojevic netted his
seventh top-flight goal of the sea-
son from the penalty spot midway
through the first half.

Even though Palace had to wait
for a second, they were in control
throughoutas Fulham fell to their
eighth straight loss in a Premier
League London derby and failed
build on Tuesday’s 4-2 win over
Brighton and Hove Albion.

Roy Hodgson had the luxury of
leaving deadline-day signing
Batshuayi on the bench until the
82nd minute, but the striker still
had enough time to play a part in
Schlupp’s late clincher, as Palace
won for the first time in four league
games.

Aleksandar Mitrovic failed to
take a golden early chance, send-
ing a free header wide from six
yards after being found by Joe

Bryan’s delivery.

That proved costly when Palace
tooka 25th-minute lead from the
penalty spot. Cyrus Christie’s hand-
ball while climbing to challenge
Christian Benteke — who made his
first start since September - gave
Michael Oliver an easy decision,
and Milivojevic found the net
despite Sergio Rico gettinga hand
on his effort.

With half-time approaching,
Benteke almost marked his return
to the team with a goal when he
sentan overhead kick off the cross-
bar having been picked out by
Andros Townsend.

Rico made key second-half saves
from Jordan Ayew and Schlupp,
while Mamadou Sakho sent a head-
er off target as Palace sought a
deserved second goal.

That arrived with three minutes
remaining when Batshuayi drew
a fine save from Rico, allowing
Schlupp to convert the close-range
rebound as Palace cruised to vic-
tory, with Fulham failing to reg-
ister a single shot on target in the
contest. AFP

In-form Wolves too much for Everton

ONDON - Wolves piled fur-

I ther pressure on under-fire

verton boss Marco Silva
with an entertaining 3-1 win at
Goodison Parl yesterday.

The Toffees” patchy results this
season have seen the Portuguese’s
position come under intense scruti-
ny and he will not be sitting any
more comfortably after Wolves
picked up a third straight Premier
League victory to cement their place
just outside the top six.

Ruben Neves’ early penalty had
Nuno Espirito Santo’s side ahead
but Everton were level midway
through the first half thanks to
Andre Gomes’ thumping first gml
for the club.

However, slack
marking from =
afree-kick ~= =
allowed ,
Raul Js

to headhomeonthe S
stroke of half-time /.

Everton had taken the lead inside
three minutes of their win at
Huddersfield Town on Tuesday
but it was their turn to fall behind
early on here as Leighton Baines
felled Matt Doherty and Neves
calmly converted the spot-kick.

The hosts almost gifted Wolves
asecond in the 20th minute when
Tom Davies lost the ball and Jimenez
fed Dendoncker, who was denied
by Jordan Pickford at close quar-
ters.

Rui Patricio surged
outto thwart Theo
Walcottas Everton
sought a response,
| which duly arrived

. ' in the 27th minute
thanks to Gomes
¥ raspingdriveinto

: the roofof the
{ ) N . netfrom 18
yards.

B ut
2 | Wolves
: restored
%6 their

h—\
NN

and Leander Ii T 2 advantage
Dendoncker 3 " as]imenez
smashed in a vol- | © rose unchal-
ley  midway | | lenged to
through the sec- A — head Joao
ond period to | . : Moutmho s
sectre Wolves' first S M » deliveryintothe
win at Goodison : W bottom-Jeft cor-
in 40 years. Ruben Neves. ner. Goal
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BY MTHUNZI MAZIYA

Sombhlolo National Stadium
is the venue where all the
dust shall settle this afternoon,
when four of the best teams lock
horns for a right to compete in

SOCCER - The talkis over!

Sembhlolo Stadium 3:30pm

his is arguably the pick of
I the semi-finals as no love
will be lost when Mbabane
Swallows take on Young
Buftaloes in whatappears
to be a crunch match.
Swallows have had the
edge over their
oppo-

the final for the grand prize of
E1.3 million.
Teams

The stakes cannot be any high-
er,and it promises to be a day of
sheer entertainment, and per-
haps upsets for those who have
high hopes for their teams to

YOUNG BUFFALOES VS MBABANE SWALLOWS

nents in the last couple of years,
and if Buffaloes were to win here,
it would be the sweetest revenge
imaginable. This will be a tough
game for both sides, no doubt. This
is more so because both teams have
very gifted players, maybe the best
available in the country.

They both have been very con-
sistent, dominating local compe-
titions for a very long time to date.
This is why it is difficult to call this
game ahead of kick-off, more so
because Swallows have been stut-

THE BATTLE FOR E1.3 MILLION CONTI

make it into the final.

For the neutrals, it is a day to
enjoy the best that local football
has to offer, asall the teams appear
confident of making the last two.
Below, we analyse what may tran-
spire this afternoon, taking care
not to make a final judgement.

Watch-out for the attacking play-
erson both ends of the pitch. Buffaloes
have a very good striker in Ndoda
Mthethwa, coupled with the play-
making ability of the likes of Sandile
Gamedze and Wandile ‘Skosh’
Shabangu. These players will pose
a serious threat to Swallows, but
Buffaloes have a lot to be worried
about themselves, because Swallows
have speedy wingersin Tony ‘TT’
Tsabedze and Wonder ‘Samba Jive’
Nhleko. The goal threat from silent
assassin Sizolwethu Shabalala can-

/S MALANTI CHIEFS
they deal with that pressure, because

Somhlolo Stadium 1:15pm eto choke, Malanti Chiefs would
i very good chance of progressing here.
d&s wﬂlag olook out for? .

battle will be in mid-field, where

asily beating Malanti Chiel
the finals, but for most of
premier league foatball w
out, this will notbe the case.
-Malanti Chiefs have been the team
when it comes to knock-out ¢
over the years. In fact, amongst
small teams, they have been the ‘
have been successful the most, reaching the
semi-finals, finals, or going one better by
winning a trophyagainst
expectations.
They have been
impressive again in
the Ingwenyama Cup.
this season and would
go into this game
against Mbabane
Highlanders with a high
level of confidence that
they can beat the ‘Bull’

one game to allow Zungu to return to
e centre of mid-field, which is his natur-
al position.
For those who may not be aware, Zungu
hasbeen leading the attack asa target man
for Highlanders in their most recent match-
es.He has done it to good effectin terms of
holding up the ball for mid-field players to
join the attack.
In Zungu's absence, Highlanders are like-
ly to deploy Menzi Mamba and Mlaba
Nkambule: Malanti will have Bhekisisa
~ Shongwe and probably Sifiso Mkhabela.
" Success in that part of the field and the abil-
ity tostartattacks on either wingwill have
a big effect in the game.

surely, those who would

Swallows — Tony ‘TT’ Tsabedze,

tering of late, while their oppo-  notbe underestimated onanyday. = ;.4 qualify for the finals. PREVIOUS RESULT
nents have continued to bulldoze ~ Returning striker Sabelo ‘Sikhali’ Perhaps, it will shock - September 20, 2018
their way past most of the teams  Ndzinisawill makethernunstoopen any that fifa’ Highlanders 2 Malanti 1
they have come across. Buffaloes’ up the defence. Highlanders,one ; 2019 RECORD
victory over Royal Leopard in the PREVIOUS RESULT of the biggest « Highlanders -
quarter-finals was the most diffi-  September 20, 2018 teams in the ' Played: 5
cult game played by any team in  Swallows 2 Buffaloes 1 land, areat this . . = Won: 4
the Ingwenyama Cup this 2019 RECORD stage of the com- : i E Draw: 1
. year. They were very  Swallows - peﬁtitfm for the first time [tert 4 h- o o N k:;;: 2 0
" impressive in Played: 5 in four years. i» - - anti—
o thgt game, Wgn: 4 HOWW‘?-Ti_“tg;i' is 4 g Played: 5
’ but so were  Draw: 0 the reality, and (‘ = S 2
Swallows when  Lost: 1 ‘d‘;};igims‘fu = . - N ?;i:” é
heyorracly KBuiloes = be under pressure ' 1° “ KEY PLAYERS
Cha.“?nge of PlaYEd: > to beat M-‘aianti Hi —Vusumuzi
., anainl Sundogps: © IO ! Chiefs and qualify Zungu, Thabiso
. witha2-0winatthesame  Draw: : for their first ever Mokenkoane, Sawa
8 stage. [t promises to be a Lost: 0 final, S  Ciredie
 cracker of a contest, and KEY PLAYERS ' o Malanti - Siyabonga

Nkambule, Asive

Mbabane make their way to the Wonder ‘Samba Jive’ Nhleko, Mbabar Langwe, Binwell
Swallows stadium for this game  Siboniso Ndzabandzaba Highland o Wratuyi

player Njabulo willnot be disappointed. ~ Buffaloes — Ndoda Mthethwa, player Thabiso || JOACHES !

‘D4D Ndl d Sandile(Gamedze; Sifiso Matse Mokenkoane || Highlanders - Saul
ovLan, WHAT TO COACHES AL & il

Young Baffaloes LOOK OUT Swallows — Musa Manyatsi anaviaanst e Malanti - Raymond

player Ndoda FOR? Buffaloes - Dominic Kunene ~ CIV€fs Dlamini
Mthethwa.
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Ingwenyama Cup Semi Finals‘

February 3 Sunday, 2019
somhlolo National Stadium _ _

Vs Malanti Chiefs FC 13h15

Highlanders FC
- Young Buffaloes FC Vs

SRR

Mbabane Swallows FC 15h30
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STORIES BY ILE XUBA

IN E50 000 FOR LEG OF LAMB

OLF - United Health Insurance has
Gpmnped in E50/000 towards the annu-
al Leg of Lamb golf tournament.

This was announced by United Holdings
Insurance General Manager Commercial
Mareelle Fortune during the launch of the spon-
sorship held at Manzini Club on Friday evening.
The GM said they were happy to be associat-
ed with Manzini Golf Club and also the Leg of
Lamb competition.

“We are sponsoring the tournament toa tune
of E50/000 to run for the full year. This will go
along way in helping us get in touch with our
clients,” she said.

Speaking on behalf of the golfers was OB
Macwele, who said they were very grateful to
receive funding at a time when the economy
was not stable.

He urged his fellow golfers to support United
Holdings to make sure they continue supporting
the tournament.

The Leg of Lamb tournament is a weekly
competition played every Friday at Manzini
Golf Club, where the winner walks away with
a big piece of lamb leg.

UNITED HOLDINGS LTD.

e
Anassopootn ol | g Pons

ager Marcelle Fortune, Leg of Lamb captain Wakie Lawrence, United

Club on Friday.

s Tos 0

UNITED HOLDINGS INSURANCE PUMPS

Manzini Golf Club’s Eerfan Dada, United Holdings Insurance General Man-

Holdings General Manager Operations Mzingaye Ndlovu and Manzini Golf
Club Vice Captain Jethro Masuku pose with the replica cheque at Manzini

Sive wins firs

Manzini Golf Club Vice Captain
Jethro Masuku addressing the
golfers during the launch.
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e
Leg of Lamb captain Wakie
Lawrence making his remarks
after the tournament.

United Holdings Insurance
Operations Manager Patrick
Gamedze directing proceedings

Dlamini receiving his prize from United Holdings GM

[ winner of the first edition
M of the Leg of Lamb Golf
on Friday. S :
With a record attendance of 42
golfers on the day, Dlamini was able
to see off the competition and secure
the maiden title with 21 points.
He was followed by Peter Burke

{  on20 points ona count back, while
Robert Mncina came third, also on

20 points. e
Andreas Mkhatjwa finished fourth
on 19 points followed by new mem-

ber of the Manzini Golf Club
NkululekoDvuba on 18 points.
Also worth mentioningis that the
only female golfer on the day
Nomvyuyo Dludlu managed an
impressive 11th position with 17points.

United Holdings Insurance Leg
of Lamb Results

Champion - Sive Dlamini - 21
points A

Runner up - Peter Burke -20 points
c/b

Third place -Robert Mncina - 20
points

Operations Mzingaye Ndlovu.

during the launch.

Clover’s E20 000 boost to Cricket Association

=] iE

BY SIBUSISO DLAMINI

RICKET - THE Eswatini Cricket
Association (ECA) has clinched a E20
000 sponsorship from Clover Swaziland,
The sponsorship, launched at Enjabulweni
Primary School yesterday, will go towards the
hosting of a mini-cricket tournament
Accepting the sponsorship was ECA Secretary
Eric Phiri, who thanked the sponsor for their
support. He said the sponsor couldn’t have
come at a right time as cricket was an expen-
sive sport, something that results in some chil-
dren not being afforded the opportunity to
lay.
P“gne of our objectives is to make sure that
we invade the schools and catch them young.
We also want to create awareness at the very
tender age so they can grow in the sport. This
will ensure they know the basics from ayoung
e, in a manner that even children ﬁ'Ol’l:l as !
faras the Shiselweni region learn to play cick- ciover Swaziland MD Ronnie Egambaram presents the cricket ladies
et. This will then eliminate the mlsc‘.m;i%‘ team with the Mini-Cricket tourney kit. This was during the launch of
tions thatitis notasport for the Swazi L 4 £29 000 sponsorship which was held at Enjabulweni Primary
“We appreciate Clover for this partnerslyp, School. (Pic: Sibusiso Diamin
and promise to live to the standards we promised - -
to live to,” he said. He noted that their products complemented
Meanwhile, Clover Swaziland Managing  sports. : .
j i idthe  “Weare very proud to beinvolved with the
e cricket assodgjgn on this project. Weare glad

as pleased to play a part in shap- ad
ifgm £ilz$re ﬁf the country through sport.  to providea grassroots platform for all Eswatini

children. We also appreciate that albeit the
benefits of just playing cricket, there’s the dis-
cipline, sacrifice and hard work, which areall
life-lessons that we want out future genera-
tion to grow up having grasped,” he said.

- NNAS changes name, logo

BY JONGILE XUBA

ETBALL - The National Netball Association of
NSwaziland (NNAS) has changed both its name

to Eswatini National Netball Association (ENNA)
and its logo.

The changes were approved during a Special General
Meeting called by the ENNA Management Committee
at Zakhele in Manzini yesterday.

ENNA President Simangele Motsa said she was happy
that the clubs all approved of the changes the MC had
come up with. “I thank the members for unanimously
endorsing the changes we made. The organisation will
now be called Eswatini National Netball Association
henceforth,” she said.

The members did however suggest a few alterations to
be made to the logo in order for it to fully accommodate
the sport. Also on the agenda for the meeting was the
adapting of new rules and regulations drawn up by the
MC. Teams were given time to read over the new rules
and will submit their opinions and additions during a
meeting to be held in two weeks. The president urged all
the teams to look over the new rules carefully so that they
could make their submissions. “We will have a follow
up meeting on the 16th of February where we will dis-
cuss the proposed changes to the rules and regulations
aswellas other issues that we did not get to address today
(yesterday). Itis very important that all teams read care-
fully so that they can ask the right questions next time we
meet," She said, Motsafurther urged the members to
attend the follow-up meeting without fail as the decisions
made there would be final so all teams must be present.
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E}ESIBUSISO MASILELA

SOCCER - The Eswatini

Football Association (EFA)
= :uas calleéi ﬁ\:]pon local coach-
ort Si
K%sﬁadgﬁpapic, angu head coach
is was reve
football moﬂ)aboﬂ)ez(é}?im
Officer Frederick Mngomezula
during the coaches’ meeting held
at the Eswatini Football Association
(EFA) Technical Centre at Lobamba
yesterday.

“We are appealing for support
and unity from our coaches towards
the Sihlangu coach (Papic), as this
will go a long way in improving
our football. We want to see a
smooth and friendly working rela-

Support Papic - EFA

Lells local coach

tionship between coaches and the
head coaches.

“Coaches will be able to work |,
closely with the head coach, who
is working towards closing the gap
between coachesand players, They
should feel free to consult him
whenever they want to express their |
views,” he said. i

Mngomezulu added that they |
would be signing a compliance
agreementwith FIFA, a move aimed
at professionalising football in the
country. “Weare working towards
meeting both FIFA and CAF require-
ments so that we improve the local
game and are hoping to have met
these requirements when we sign
the FIFA letter of agreement on
May 31,” he said.

S
£

expressed happiness over their

meeting with the new Sihlangu
head coach Kostadin Papic yester-
day.

Interviewed after their four-hour
session with the Serbian mentor at
the Eswatini Football Association
(EFA) Technical Centre, some of
the coaches said they were happy
to have met and shared ideas with
the former Orlando Pirates and
Kazier Chiefs coach.

SOCCER — Local coaches have

This is what they said
Anthony Mdluli (Sea Birds)
“We are happy that we have met
the head coach and shared football
ideas with him.
“Wewould like to thank the EFA

j_ NS A
duduzi ‘Nyama’
Shongwe.

Coaches hapyo meet Papi

for facilitating the meeting and hope
for the best as we take our football
to greater heights.”

Terisayi Changara
(Moneni Pirates)

“We are happy to meet the coach
whose style of play suits some of
the local teams. I believe we are
going to have a good working rela-
tionship with him.”

Mduduzi ‘Nyama’ Shongwe
(former Manzini Sundowns assis-
tant coach)

“Weare going to support the head
coach in everything he does and
hope he will assist all the national

squads, including the juniors because

this will be good for our football.”

Terisayi Changara.

‘Downs snatch’

Weslians’
midfielder

BY SIBUSISO MASILELA

lured Cameroonian midfielder Willy
Djemba from town-rivals Manzini
Wanderers.

Djemba is said to have signed a six month
contract with the ‘Kappa Boys' after being
offloaded by the ‘Weslians’ in the past weel.

The central midfielder fell out of favour
with the maroon and white outfitafter spend-
ing close to a year with the side.

Also joining Sundowns from Wanderers
was upcoming development coach Percy
Shongwe, who has replaced Penuel Malinga
as the club’s head of youth development.

A source close to the matter asserted that
both player and the coach were now part of
the ‘Kappa Boys’ camp.

“The duo joined Sundowns on Friday after-
noon after agreeing to terms with the team.
They will be start training with the team on
Monday afternoon in preparation for the
team’s next match,” he said.

Efforts to get Sundowns Public Relations
Officer (PRO) Muzi Matsenjwa were futile
as his cell phone rang answered when called
yesterday. Attempts were also made to get
Wanderers Public Relations Officer Sandile
‘Ntofo’ Dlamini but his cellphone was not
available on the the MTN network when
also called yesterday. Djemba joined Wanderers
last season under the guidance of former
coach Nyanga ‘Crooks” Hlophe together
with Ghanaian player Michael Asamoah,
who was discarded by the club at the begin-
ning of the season.

SOCCER — Manzini Sundowns have

We will be under pressure — Bull’s Mhlongo

goals, they were able to win matches.

Tinyosi sting Red Lions

BY MTHUNZI MAZIYA

OCCER - Mbabane Highlanders’ assis-
tant coach Bongani Mhlongo hasadmit-
ted that his team will be under pressure

when they take on Malanti Chiefs in the

Ingwenyama Cup this afternoon.

In a pre-match interview, thg coach stated
that they had reached the Sc’.ml-ﬁpaJS of the
competition for the first time, which was an
achievement on ifs own.

He said for thatreason, he expected his play-
ers to feel the pressure of pgssib]y
qualifying for the final for the first
time, but said they were ready %
to deal with anything. >

“We have prepared for
every aspect of this game, ' Q9
and 1 can assure our fans = <C

\GHL 4
R Y,

“I would say we are close to 98 per cent in
terms of readiness: We have studied our oppo-
nentsand know their weak and strong points.

“We intend to capitalise on their short-
comings to win this game and reach the final,”
he said

Meanwhile, Highlanders captain Xolani
‘Chocco’ Sibandze urged the supporters to
come and rally behind the team during the
clash.“Our fans have always have been loyal,

but I hope they realise how important this

game is. Weare determined to make

them happy by winning the

match, and going to the final

and further win the com-
etition itself.

> : “This is a semi-final,

which means anything is

T possible. I think we have

that we are going into the €3 ‘
ith the f ; O can dothejob
match with the focus ';}jl_d = o t ;; ;Zijs‘i: 1311:];“ o %N ;
belief that we can win, he . - . “hiefs.
said (Ezimnyama Ngenkani) know exactly what-we nee(i
M to do in order to win this match,

Mhlongo noted that there had
been a concern in some quarters
that his team was not scoring enough
goals. He said the good thing ‘wa.s that even
though they had not been able to score many

he said. Highlanders beat Malanti

2-1 in the league towards the end of

last year. They would be looking for a repeat
of that performance this afternoon.

...As Tambankulu Callies beat
Mbabane City 1-0

Tinyosi........ (0)2
Red Lions....... (0)0
BY JONGILE XUBA

OCCER - Tinyosi snatched a crucial 2-
SO victory against Red Lions to mount

pressure on National First Division (NFD)
log leaders Black Swallows in the title race.

It was two second half goals from Simphiwe
Makama and Mphumelelo Zwane that gave
the Mphumelelo Ngwenya led side the much-
needed three points during the encounter
played at the Somhlolo National Stadium yes-
terday.

A slow first half from both teams saw the
game into break level and goalless, as both sides
did very little to create the needed chances.

The second half saw the two teams come out
of their slumber and launched attacks in search
for goal, Tinyosi were rewarded for their efforts,
as they managed to break the deadlock six min-
utes into the stanza.

The goal came after some brilliant play on
the right flank from full back Simphiwe Makhanya,
who lofted in a cross, which Simphiwe Malama
simply tapped into the net. Red lions tried to
mounta comeback but could not string togeth-
er enough passes going forward.

Opposition

The opposition was eventually punished by
Tinyosi as Zwane doubled the lead for lis in
the 80th minute when he whizzed into the box
to beat goalkeeper FelizweVilakati. The win
sees the Lobamba-based ensemble jump to the
second spot on 27 points, three points away
from the log leaders.

Meanwhile, Lubombo-based side Tambankulu
Callies recorded a 1-0 victory over Mbabane
City at Somhlolo yesterday.

The second from bottom-placed side bagged
the maximum point courtesy of a goal scored
by Meshacle Sifundza in the second half of the
match.

Mbabane City went down to 10 men afler
key man Linda Msibi was sent off for dissent
in the 55th minute, putting Callies at ac vai-
tage.
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BUCKLE UP, AS
ALL ROADS LEAD
TO SOMHLOLO

Ingwenyama Cup semi-finals

Playing today at Somhilolo National Stadium
Highlanders vs Malanti Chiefs 1.15pm
Swallows vs Buffaloes 3.30pm

TEAM P WD L GFGAGDPts |

r BlackSwallows 14 9 4 1 23 101330 |
Tinyosi 149 1 4 20 119 27 I

| Milling 147 4 3 19 145 24

i Madlenya 148 5 3 17 128§ 23

| Rangsrs 146 5 3 20 164 23

| Tycoons 146 4 4 17T 116 22
Seven Dreams 145 &5 4 A7 134 20

| RedLions 144 4 6 17 18-1 16

| Mbabane City 144 3 7 12153 15

| HubSundowns 144 2 8 7 18-1114

g T. Callies 143 2 9 11211011

| City Warriors 144 2 11 5 19:-145

e

aoaed Wy W

National First Division

Hub 1 Warriors 0
Mbabane City 0 Callies 1
Tinyosi 2 RedLlions 0

ABSA Premiership

Golden Arrows 2 Highlands Park 1

Premier League

Tottenham 1 Newcastle 0
Bumley 1 Southampton 1
Chelsea 5  Huddersfield Town 0
Brighton 0 Watford 0
Everton 1 Wolves 3
Crystal Palace 2 Fulham 0
Cardiff City 2  AFC Boumemouth 0

ABSA Premiership
Bloem Celtic v
Baroka FC v

Black Leopards 15:30
Chippa United 15:30

Premier League
Leicester City v
Manchester City v

Manchester United ~ 16:05
Arsenal 18:30

first two goals for
Chelsea as they
thumped
Huddersfield
Town 5-0in yes-
terday’s Premier League
clash at Stamford Bridge.
The Argentina striker converted in each half; either
side of a double from Eden Hazard, to cap an impres-
.sive home debut for the club he joined on loan from
Juventus last month.

Chelsea completed the rout in the 86th minute,
when David Luiz's header got the better of Jonas
Lossl with a hefty deflection off Elias Kachunga.

Maurizio Sarri's side were thrashed 4-0 by

LONDON - Gonzalo Higuain scored his

" e e

e e ek
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Bournemouth on Wednesday, leading to a post-
match dressing-room inquest led by the head coach,
but they rarely looked in trouble againsta Huddersfield
side who are 13 points adrift of safety at the foot of
the table.

Opening

Higuain had come close with a half-volley before
opening his Chelsea account 16 minutes in, running
onto N'Golo Kante's clever pass and firing high past
Lossl.

The Huddersfield goalkeeper had to parry a good
strike from Cesar Azpilicueta as Chelsea began to
dominate, with David Luiz wasting a great chance
with a wayward header.

The visitors were growing into the game when
Azpilicueta went to ground under minimal contact
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Higuain eases pressure on Sarri as Chelsea cruise

from Kachunga, allowing Hazard to send Loss| the
wrong way from the spot and make it 2-0 before the
interval.

Hazard continued to cause unease for the Huddersfield
defenceand he eventually struck the killer third goal,
gathering Ross Barkley's pass, waltzing around Loss
and finishing left-footed.

Higuain made certain of both the victory and a
memorable first outing at the Bridge three minutes
later, sending a thumping effort off Terence Kongolo
and beyond Lossl from the edge of the box after being
set up by Kante,

David Luiz's header was diverted past his own keep-
er by Kachunga to compound a rotten outing for
Huddersfield, who have earned just one league point
since the start of December. Goal
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