ey

Expert Services, Competitive prices
“Groundwater is our business”

A Cut Above the Rest

Tel: 2505 3880 / 2505 8402
Fax: 2505 9408, Cell: 7622 5300
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SWAZI PRIDE Swaz: culture was on dtsplay during the Buganu Ceremony at Buhleni Royal Res.'dence over the weekend where Lutsango danced to the dehght of
spectators. Traders also took advantage of the ceremony to make a quick buck. The ceremony ended on a high note yesterday. (Pics: Simon Shabangu)
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EXTENDED

SwaziPost has extended operating hours from

Monday to Friday 8am - 6pm
Saturday 8am - 1pm.

The new trading haurs are effective immediately and will
apply at the following Post Offices:

& Mbab.ane ® Matsapha
‘@ Manzini @ SwaziPlaza
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The patients are not comfortable with being in the queue tyith_
the other patients especially when queuing to get their medication at the

ATIENTS

the rest of

hospital’s pharmacy. They are registered in different registry bqoks, one
from the VCT and the other from the hospital but they are put in the same
queue for medication and it is not sitting down well with them. They are

threatening to beat us and we fear that worse might happen

Stories by Sabelo Majola
Mbabane

VOLUNTARY Counseling and Testing
(VCT) workers at Mbabane
Government Hospital fear for their
lives as HIV positive patients are
threatening to assault them over a
confusion caused by mixing them
with other patients at the pharmacy.
Apparently the VCT patients are com-
plaining that they are made to queue
with people who are not from the VCT
and they are not comfortable with that
hence they threatened the VCT staff.
“The patients are not comfortable with
being in the queue with the rest of the
other patients especially when queuing
to get their medication at the hospital’s
pharmacy. They are registered in dif-
ferent registry books, one from the VCT
and the other from the hospital but they
are put in the same queue for medica-
tion and it is not sitting down well with
them. They are threatening to beat us
and we fear that worse might happen,”

It's a complicated case

IT’S COMPLICATED: NER-
CHA Director Khaya Mabuza._

SNUS: calls for students to unite, fight for scholarships e

1 0644 241q) 00.08E3..
By Sifiso Nhlabatsi -

THE Swaziland National Union of
Students (SNUS) has called for stu-
dents from all higher institutions in
the country to unite and fight for
scholarships.

In a statement released by Tengetile
Masuku, communications and pub-
licity officer of the union said students

said one employee.

Acting Principal Secretary to the
Ministry of Health Dr Vusi Magagula
said the workers have not yet reported
the matter but they will launch an inves-
tigation to look into it and find a solu-
tion. “We have been giving the issue of
stigmatisation priority and if such is a
problem then we have to look into it
but we have not recieved a complaint
from the workers on the matter yet,” he
said.

When quizzed on how far the min-

.

istry has gone in sorting the issue of
lack of security in health facilities around
the country, Magagula said they have
deployed security in all four hospitals.
It was recently reported that four hos-
pitals including Pigg’s Peak Govern-
ment Hospital had no security.

“The significance of having security
at health centres can never be empha-
sised enough so we sorted that and all
the hospitals that were reported to have
no security have now been sorted,” he

- NERCHA
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Serious crackdown on TV licence

defaulters begins t

By Majaha Nkonyan¢

THE TV Licences Consortium wil
this morning unleash its venom on
defaulters in the Manzini City
accompanied by a battalion of
police officers and prosecutors.

The consortium will be raiding shop
by shop in search of defaulters who
will face the full wrath of the law.

Lastweek, 26 police officers from
different regions and 10 prosecutors
from the office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions were trained on
their roles as the consortium takes
the collection of TV licences fees to
another level. -

TV Licence Project Manager Modical
Donga said the time had come for
them to step up their game since
they had given the public enough
time to pay.

“The task team’s role is to enforce
the Swaziland Television Authority
Act. The consortium, in partnering
with the law enforcers views this as
a step of progress in ensuring that

| television owners and businesses

dealing in television sets comply and

| adhere to the Act,” he said.

Law

Donga also mentioned that the con-
sortium will also continue to con-
duct inspections of both residential
and business premises to verify
whether a person in possession of a
television set has a valid television
licence.

“The nation is urged to take this
opportunity and pay for their televi-
sion licences before law enforcement
agents arrest and arraign individu-
als and businesses to court,” he said,
citing Section 22 of the Act which
states that “no person shall be in pos-
session of a television receiver or
video cassette recorder capable of

THE National Emergency Response  they are not predicted but that seems L : ;
Council on HIV and AIDS (NER- not to work as well as they are back in | Teceiving or recording television
CHA) has labelled the matter as com-  long queues and they complain that at e unless he/she G pes-
plicated. times they are called out when given seeond qfa cm'rent_telewsnp S ashe-
NERCHA Director Khaya Mabuza  the medication which speculates what | ¥ certificate or licence issued in
said in their quest 7 kind of medication they ac;zgdingcl‘;xga sa?d}'\‘?\tﬁ‘e are
to fight stigmatisa- are there for : T s ’ con-
: ! 2 : vinced at this juncture that everyone
tmg aﬂg Sggr[gl]g the _ “Mbabane govemment | 1o that they have an obligation
patien nlong is one of the hospitals | ¢, pay for their television licence
queues, they imple- that implemented the | ¢onsidering also that this Act dat
mented stand-alone 7 integration but in most | backto 1983. Wewould like to thank
sites for HIV patients - of the health centres | those who have come forward to pay
in hospltals but. the ] where it’s been imple- | for their television licences. We
gﬁmtf oqrtgp]amed “1It’s a comphcated mented, it seemsnott0 | announce today that those who have
at the sites were be working. It'sacom- | failed, ignored and/ or refused to
not .puttmg an e'nd matter but we are plicated matter but we | fortheirtelevision licence are ch?;}f
to stigma but flielling working together are working together | ly flagrantly disregarding the Jawy.

it because if they
are spotted in the

with SWANEPA”

with the Swaziland's
Network of People liv-

sites, one concludes

that they are HIV patients. He said what
: ,tlg_’%:wqre trying to do now is integrate,
putting the patients in one line so that

- self-sponsored students while she was

fully government-sponsored.

Masuku said she knows Mkhabela
waould have loved to be with them in
the forefront every time but her con-
ditions no longer permit and that
should inspire students even more.

Views

Speaking about Mkhabela, who was
injured by a police truck during a class
boycott at Kwaluseni, Masuku said

EET
8

nust be inspired by the spirit of Ayanda, as SNUS they are aware that February

bl vho gl
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The consortium is now entering

| into a phase of enforcing the law >

ing with AIDS | hesaid. ;
(SWANEPA) and the ministry of health Inspection
to look into how best the situation can He also emphasised that the Licence

be solved,” he said.

Consortium’s first stop will be in

in the history of the sty

oday in Manzin;

WE MEAN BUSINESS:
TVL Project Manager
Modicai Donga.

Manzini as businesses in the coun-
tlg‘s hub will be the first to be inspect-
ed.

Lead consultant Sidumo Mdiadla
pleaded with the nation last week 1o
do the might thing and pay for their
TVs.

“We are pleading with the nation
to comply with the law and pay their
TV licences. We are at a different
stage of the collection process and
we would like to urge the nation to
work with us. The inspection process
1s set to begin in Manzini where we
will start with the business section,”
he said.

Office

Mdladla reminded all that TV
licences are supposed to be paid by
everyone who owns a TV set and
not for content from Swazi TV as
many have assumed.

The task team that will be dealing
with the inspection comprises police,
the consortium officers and prose-
cutors.

According to Mdladla they have
ample time as they have been given
a five-year period to work on the col-
lection of TV licences.

It was also mentioned that when
the task team got into office the fig-
ures were alarming as anly seven to
10 000 people countrywide were
paying for their licences but now
they are standing at 42 000 peop'le.

Swaziland Television Authority
(STVA) Board Chairperson Nozizwe
Mulela also mentioned that a nuimi-
ber of people have come forward to
make payments.

“The good news is that we have
seen many people and institutions
come through to pay their TV licences
and this is commendable. T must,
therefore, thank the consortium for
their effort thus far but, there is still
much collection work to be done.”
she said. 2

T ——

rights.
Masuku said the police shall on the

exactly g years sincg Wikhabels

N _ ts® struggle.

;;va_s injured by police leading to her & Mam}ilg a;plmided Mbabane cam,
eng permanent| ’

T -y = L pus students for takin e

Masuku
said ever
since that
day, the
union

time to observe this
day.

She said the union
will never sway from

the view that Mkhabe],

is a victim of a gqy,_

el ernment that i
med I at is pPre-
Mdmemise pared to do anythino
gmﬂEda {0 SUppress voices thai
by , eXpose marginalig,
sk never ' e ‘
never _+tion and, lack-ofrespect for huma,,

other hand never forget that the stu-
dents who were protesting on that day
were demanding the reopening an_d
extension of a closed registration peri-
od which would have seen hupd:f:ds
of Swazi young people dropping ot
of the university because they had not
met the deadline as a result of their
economic position. ‘
Masuku said as SNUS they still
expect the report of the inquiry from
the National Commissioner of Poliee

- Isaac Magagula.
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WEEKTO START cOLD BUT CLOSE WARM

Today, there will be drizzles and fog at places, otherwise partly cloudy intervals and cold but cool in the Highveld.

FORECASTERS haye predicted

a cold to warp Wweek ah
: d
According to Mfonhaﬁoea burces
n n sourced
from Swazilang Meteorology Services,

this week will start cold and end warm

to hot especially in the Lowveld.
“Today it will be cold with tem-

peratures reaching a maximum of 17

Degrees Celsius in the Highveld while

temperatures will reach a maximum
of 24 Degrees Celsius in the Lowveld,”
said the forecaster.

Sahane Mankayane  Manzini Siteki Mhlume Big Bend
1117 12/18 13/20 Wigepe L ol o 14/24
Tomarrow, there wil be drizzle and fog at i u ' jand 000 Bt cold in the Lowveld.
10/25 1126 4, B2 278 & E‘w B W

on Wednesday, there willbe morming fog at JBee, patty clot amttBUt hot M the Lowveld”

1427 15/28 16/30 14/29 15/33 17/34

On Thursday, there will be morning fog at places, otherwise partly cloudy and warm but hotin the Lowveld.
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SWAZI INYANGA GETS

LIFE SENTENCE IN SA

Themba Mnyambo (46) was arrested with a Jericho man S
(48) and four others for the murder of the three-year-old c

By Sifiso Nhlabatsi

Emer

A Swazi traditional healer has been
sentenced to life imprisonment in
South Africa for the ritual murder
of a three-year-old girl at Mgobodzi
area on the SA side.

Themba Mnyambo (46) was arrested
with a Jericho man Sgodvo Mokoena
(48) and four others for the murder of
the three-year-old child in 2016.

The two Mnyambo and Sgodvo were
popular traditional healers and staunch
Jericho members who resided at Mgobodzi
area, a place which is in the Nothern
Hhohho region.

Interrogation

Sgodvo was arrested after police inves-
tigations uncovered that he and five
accomplices murdered Letricia Nketshane
from Mgobodzi area and used her body
parts for muti purposes.

According to information gathered,
the child disappeared on November 29,
2015 and has never been found.

Information gathered is that Sgodvo
in the company of Louise Sithole (22),
Mhiolo Mazibe (20). Bongane Ngomane
(28), Themba Mnyambo (46), and
Jabulani Ndlovu (32) confessed to hav-
ing killed the child after community
members interrogated some of the sus-

THE BREAKDOWN OF THE SENTENCES;
e Sithole - 19 years

« Mhlolo-17 years

= Ngomane - Life + Five years

» Mnyambo -Life + Five years

¢ Ndlovu- Life + Five years

« Mokoena - Life + Five years

pects before handing them to the police.

It is said on October 29, 2015 Letricia
accompanied her uncle to herd cattle
and was never seen again.

. In 2016, the matter hogged headlines
both in local media and South African
media.

According to information published
by the Lowvelder, in a statement by the
local police it is said one of the suspects
confessed to the kidnapping of the child.

Confession

According to the police they were aim-
ing to kill the child for muti but noth-
ing has been confirmed yet and the

remains of the child have not been found

to confirm the suspect’s confession.

It is said while the trial was ongoing,’

angry community members were protest-
ing outside court asking for the author-
ities to release the suspects so they could
deal with them. :

This incident also led to a chief of
Mgobodzi area being attacked on sus-
picions that he had a hand in the dis-
appearance of the child.

Information gathered is that residents
between January 24-25 in 2016, blocked

odvo Mokoena

ild in 2016 e -
aroad in Mgobodzi village near the bor- AR o i A Al o i > A
der with Swazlgand (zlind Mozambique. S f st" dies
esidents
It is alleged that the fuming residents warm o S Ing gogol
threatened to kill the suspects if they they were still to inform all her

are to be released on bail.

As the case continued in court last
week, the accused were finally found
guilty and sentenced by the Mpumalanga
Circuit High Court in Mbombela.

Such an incident comesatatimewhen ~ deathbyaswarmofhoneybees ), ohock about what happened
just recently it was reported that a Swazi outside her own homesteadon gogo, unfortunately the prob-
traditional healer Thokozani Msibi who Saturday. lem we have as a family is we
is based in South Africa was arrested {lhe elclierly woman was Sleep- o4, first inform to the deceased’s
in connection with kidnapped and mur- ingoutside her homestead when g ., family before we can address

dered Witbank children.

This was after police discovered the
bodies of two children in separate loca-
tions, believed to be those of the miss-
ing children, Gabisile Shabani and

Nkosikhona Ngwenya. 4 one family member. Chief Police
According to reports from Times Live, o eranids, fih ; Information and Communications

a South African newspaper, while the herpmelctiic deceasedis U, | Officer Superintendent Khulani

case of the traditional healer was ongo- el withheldasthe family said 1.y, confirmed the incident.

ing, one of the suspects led police offi-
cers from South Africa to the country
where Mnyambo, who had another
house in Swaziland, had pointed out
bottles containing muti to the police.

“According to the investigating offi-
cer, Captain Freddy Magagula, the foren-
sic laboratory had found they contained
flesh,’” she said.

The laboratory was still determining
whether this was from a human or an
animal, the publication stated.

UNISV_VE SenatéE-opens Kwaluseni, Luyengo campuses

By Sifiso N hlabatsi

THE University of Swaziland Senate
has resolved to re-open the Kwaluseni
and Luyengo Campus.

Students at the two campus-
es were sent packing after they
engaged in a class boycott
demanding their allowances
among other things.

Students were informed of
the decision to reopen by
their Secretary General
Sanelisiwe Nxumalo that.
after a senate meeting, 1t
was resolved that the univer- -
sity’s closed campuses be Open
today.

Allyin-carrmus students were EXPect'
ed to return back to their rooms 0Y Yes=
terday. , :

Justylast week, students Were mformﬁ
that the ministry of labour and soct

security had finally released cheques
for students at Kwaluseni Campus.

However, the UNISWA Student
Representative Council Secretary General
Nxumalo said concerning allowances
the sponsor keeps on insisting that all
cheques are with the universi-
ty, whereas the university on
the other hand also insists that
they do not have them.
said this simply shows how
much both these structures take

students for granted.

He said it goes on to
show how both systems
have no regard for stu-
dents’ education as a whole.

She further reminded students that
as the SRC office they will continue o
work tirelessly to ensure that each and
every student gets their allowance as
S00n as possible. =

e secretary general said it was an
undisputable fact that its already late.

however they (SRC) assured students
that they will not rest until each one of
them receives what is rightfully due to
them.

Nxumalo also advised students to
check with the different DSAs offices
in each campus to see if there are any

next of kin about the unfortunate -
incident. Speaking to this publi-
cation yesterday, family mem-
bers asked that their names be
concealed. “We as a family are

By Sizwe Dlamini
Pigg's Peak

An elderly woman (87) from
Mhlangatane was stung to

the obviously disturbed bees
attacked her to death.

At the time of the bees attack,
the deceased was all alone at the
homestead while her relatives
were carrying out some domes-

the media about the issue. All we
can say for now is the fact that
gogo died after she was stung to
death by honey bees. She was
found dead by one of us,”” said

NATICHEM (pty) LTD

WHOLESALERS OF HIGH QUALITY CLEANING CHEMICALS

L e T ) e S R D e, e
E YT (0] et i
200ml Black Shoe Polish................
1L Black Shoe polish.......................
5L Black Shoe polish,.........ccccccvivvrninriciinenns
1L Black Tyre polish, Liquid..............
51 Black Tyre polish, Liguid......
5L Aluminium Cleaner...........
5L Engine Cleaner........
400ml DashBoard Palish.................
5L Wash and Wax Car Shampoo...
20L Multipurpose Cleaner Extra Strong
1L Deo-BlOCKS..........vvvvennnn. B

e BRI e e e

queries with their files. 250 SelfShine PONSH.....cuvvevecrs s sesscpas s d e e EATS.00
S;Igrﬁilo tsgud sut(}:lh happens and it {20 P???lb%?shl -E850.00 (plusFres Deoblocks)
» IKE 1L 1S another delaying tactic ONIDNOSIL.............. s BT 5,00
e oy, has employedto holdon 2067 Veal Drums.....1 o WS Free Deoblocks)
e i ror . oo said astirds S ODAMENESIDIING, ..o e EATAING
n.gage ma bOYCOTt Just And many more 00
because they didn't want to learn but Raw Materials _ |
because the hunger was no longer bear- Sulphonicacid, CDE Pineoil, Caustic soda,Propanal, Adogen,N-0 i

able. Nxumalo said would be goin
back to class becauseﬂ]?hyey want toglearﬁ
and they love their education therefore
they will never at any point regret such
gestures. Some students however made
it clear that there are a lot of issues that
need to be sorted out by the university
hence there was a need for it to allow
students to hold Joint meetings.

Ammonia,Formalin, Sasol wax,A2 wax,Kulu and Perfumes.

Also available in 1 litre, 5 litres and refills.
Terms: Cash and Cay.

Tel: 2505 3120 / 7604 0013

P.0. Box 1075, Matsapha, Swaziland.
Sedco Estate Manzini

S0ml Inkjet Catridge Refill jnk E8
'L Catridge Refill ink EBSO.OOS-OQ

non-Ckoggi-ng additwes\

(With superior
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THANK YOU: His Majesty King Mswati lll addressing mem of Lutsango at the Buganu ey I LaMa shwma d Princ -
Ceremony at Buhleni Royal Residence on Saturday. The ceremony ended on a high note yes- GIRL TIME: L:_phovela' pges = neess
terday. (Pics: Simon Shabangu) Sikhanyiso with Emazinyan i
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ADDRESS: Prime Minister Dr Sibusiso Dlamini introducing the King before ~ ERESENT: Zanele Mbokazi-Nkambule with her brother in-law Meibra umbLi
his address to the nation. fo Mankelele and Mabekisa Dlamini as they watched the ceremony.
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DUOQ: Imbali from the Royal
Swaziland Police Ncobile

Malindzisa and Futhi Ngozo also : ‘
attended the ceremony. IN IT TOO: Lutsango from the roya
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I family also came out in their numbers to g fac, B .
oy e e © With the multitutes.
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THEIR MAJESTIES: His Majesty in a conversation with Her Majesty as they
watched Lutsango.

JOVIAL: Lutsango from the Fire Emergency Services dancing up a storm.
B S E - — e T o=
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HAPPY DAY: Swaziland National Council of Arts and Culture Lutsango also joined in to ¢ JOYFUL: Diplomats were also guests to Their Majesties

brate with the women folk. - on the day.

CULTURAL FLAIR: The Royal Swazjjand Police could not be left out as they came through in FOCUSED: Lacwebetelako following the pro ceeings
their numbers- . ... s _ from the vantage point.
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Stories by Sizwe Dlamini
Buhleni

SMALL business people selling wares
at the 2018 Buganu Ceremony at
Buhleni Royal Residence have said
they made a killing out of sunshades,
handmade jewellery as well as san-
dals which were among the popular

FIRST to speak to this publication
was a 15-year veteran sandal design-
er and salesman from Matsapha
ArnaduTembe, who said he had sold
100 pairs of his handmade sandals
at the ceremony.

“I am very grateful to our King for
hosting this beautiful national cere-
mony because it is at such events that
we the small business people have the
opportunity to showcase our products
so that people can buy them. T used to
be a fisher man in Maputo 20 years
ago then I came to Swaziland and set-
tled in Matsapha. After two years of
searching, I failed to find a job so I
started making sandals using various
materials.

The sandals were well received and
I started to improve the designs.

Now my sandals are selling very well

Tel: (+268) 2304 6014 Fax: (+268) 2304 6204

[AVOMISA e

NOTICE OF SALE OF STOCK

NOTICE IS HEREBY ISSUED INTERMS OF THE POUNDS ACT NO 38/1966 THAT
ALL LIVESTOCK CURRENTLY IMPOUNDED AT THE LAVUMISA ANIMAL POUND
WILL BE SOLD BY PUBLIC AUCTION ON WEDNESDAY 21 OF MARCH 2018

EXACTLY AT 1300HRS SHOULD THE LIVESTOCK
THE PUBLICAUCTION COMMENCES

Below is a full description of all the animals lined up for a public auction

items.

The business people who were speak-
ing to this publication on a hot Saturday
afternoon, said due to the fact that food
as well as the handeraft businesses were
over saturated at such national events,
it was time for small business people
to think outside the box.

The annual ceremony started on Friday
and ended yesterday, where Swazis,

I sold 100 pairs of handmade

GOOD MONEY: 15-year-veteran
sandal designer and salesman
from Matsapha Arnadu Tembe
said he sold 100 pairs of his
handmade sandals at the cere-
mony. (Pics: Sizwe Dlamini)

P. 0. Box 6 Lavumisa 5410 Swaziland

Cell: (+268) 7602 4523 / 7602 3953
Email: th@swazi.net

REMAIN UNCLAIMED UNTIL

GENDER DETAILS
OF ANIMAL

TAG NUMBER

FULL DESCRIPTION OF EACH ANIMAL LINED
UP FOR SALE

Femalo cow

[ RIS

OTA5AIT3S

Grey Braham qual no. 63

919/192

JEE A ab ¢

‘-ntkma!no.ﬁa

482/03149 Mala cow

Red Kraal no. 63

Male Cow

Brown kraal no. 63

70 OF [ Veee g7 11

Red kraal no.63

Bt
Bidders are adviséaAd PaERRIUMHSYIE £ 1000
Board Offices afterywhighy g3ch bidder will be

e 554
OpST eI YIT- 016

won during the competitive bidding. A maximum of 48hours allowance will

.00 deposit at Lavumisa Town

expected to pay for each bid

MODERA
zen Clifford Mamba from Buhleni.

‘People supported
me, I will be
back next year’

LIHIYA sales lady Nomsa Dlamini from
Logoba said she was happy with the sup-
port she received from the public after she
sold some of her regalia at only E70 each.

“These national ceremonies are very important
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..sunshades, handmade jew-
ellery and sandals among goods
popular with buyers

mainly, Lutsango showcased t.hei.r cul-
tural beauty before Their Majesties.
Besides the ordinary people who
attended in numbers, numerous com-
panies were not left out as thr;y a}so
came to deliver gifts to Their Majesties.
Below are some of the small busi-
nesspeople who were mterview.ed dur-
ing the ceremony on how their busi-
nesses fared during the ceremony.

sandals

TR~

20

E]

TE SUCCESS: Senior citi-

be granted to enable payment, facilitation of logistical arrangements , the
lapse of which reverses title to the disposal of each livestock sold back to the
Town Board. Bidders that are unable to show, confirm bidding rights by way
of presenting sameto the auctioneer shall be disqualified for bidding.

Alfred Mavuso
Pound Master

DOC 15550
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for small business people like ourselves, this is
because at such events we receive an opportu-
nity to sell our goods at national level.
Today, I was supported by customers who
bought my wares at only E70 each,which is
encouraging ‘and 1 will be back next year to do
business again,” she said.

Ndlalambi Julius Sibiya.

GOOD BUSINESS: Handmade jewellery expert from

Swazi Observer Monday February 55 2018
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'I made good business
by Se||ing 60 nngsr

ANOTHER small businessman
whospoke to this publication was
a handmade jewellery expert
from Ndlalambi, Julius Sibiya
said he had sold 60 rings at ESO
each.

“The Buganu Ceremony is a seri-
ous blessing to us the business-
people here in Northern Hhohho
because it brings customers. I start-
ed selling jewellery in 2003 while
I was in South Africa looking for

employment, luckily for mea friend
of mine sold me his jewellery mak-
ing equipment and taught me how
to use it.

Now all I'do is buy the material
and then I make the rings and sell
them at such events; This small
business has allowed me to put my
two children throughsehool, today
T have sold 60 rings all at only ES0
each, tomen and womenalike. he
said.

‘My shades were
selling like hotcakes’

BUHLENT resident Philile
Magubane is another small busi-
ness person who said she had
benefited alot from the Buganu
Ceremony held at Buhleni Royal
Residence.

Interviewed, she said the heat at
Buhleni helped her business a lot
as she was selling beautiful sun-
shades at only E40 each.“I have
been selling sunshades for the past
18 years at the Buhleni Market, I
love the annual Buganu Ceremony
because a lot of people from far
and wide come to our small town
during this time and thus some of

us who are in business benefit a
lot.

It’s a fact that people want to
look smart especially the ladies
so, I sell them branded sunshades.
The secret is to keep the prices of
the sunshades low so that cus-
tomers can buy them without hes-
itation.

So far I have sold about 51 pairs
of sunshades. Most of the cus-
tomers are men who present their
lady friends with the eyewear at
the ceremony, the scorching heat
helps make the customers buy,”
she said.

It was moderate

success for senior citizen

ANOTHER businessman, senjqy-
citizen Clifford Mamba from
Buhleni said he had moderage
success selling his hand carvyeqg
wooden cooking spoons.

““As a senior citizen I cannot fing
employment, so around 2017 j
started selling these hand caryeq

wooden cooking spoons (0 tOUTISIS.
I love the Buganu Ceremony asa
lot of tourists come and support
my business | won’t tell you how
Many cooking spoons I sold but1
am happy with the moderate suc-
Cess,” he said.
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3 KILLED IN ACCIDENTS [

By Nozipho Sibiya
Mbabane

THREE people were killed on the
country's roads over the weekend.

In the first fatal accident, a 24-year-
old man lost control of his car and it
overturned several times along the
Madlangemphisi/Buhlen road on
evening, i

According to sources, the man was
from attending the Buganu ceremony
at Buhleni when he met his death.

“The driver of the Madza and three
others involved in the serious accident
and were rushed to Mkhuzweni Health
Centre,” said the source. The driver was
certified dead on arrival. Chief Police
Information and Commumications Officer
Khulani Mamba confirmed the matter.

“Police are investigating the cause of
the accident,” he said.

In the second incident, a pedestrian
was knocked down by a Ford Ranger
along the Siphofaneni/Nsoko public
road. The Ford Ranger was driven by
a 29-year-old man of Big Bend and it
knocked down a 28-year-old man of
Ncandweni

“The pedestrian sustained serious

e

the other happened along Sip

Superintendent Khulani
Mamba.

injuries to the head and legs and was
rushed to Good Shepherd Hospital,
where he was certified dead on arrival.
Police are investigating the cause of the
accident,” confirmed Mamba.

In the third incident,which happened
along the Mliba/Madlangemphisi pub-
lic road, an unknown motor vehicle dri-
ven by an unknown man knocked down
a 59-year-old man of Croydon. The dri-
ver of the car did not stop after knock-

ing down the pedestrian.

“The pedestrian sustained serious
injuries and was rushed to Dvokolwako
Health Centre, where he was certified
dead on arrival,” he said.

Police are investigating the incident.

Last weekend 11 people were killed
on the country’s roads. This included
the eight people who lost their lives
when a Swaziland Electricity Company
(SEC) truck collided head on with a
kombi travelling along the Pigg’s Peak

) & public Road.
o Mamba said motorists should be mo
CONFIRMED: Chief PICO careful when driving on roads with sharr;

curves or narrow lanes to keep to the
far left of their side and not cut comers
and encroach on the other lane

He said the accidents reported over
the weekend that claimed the lives of
three people indicate that one of the dri-
vers encroached on the other’s lane thus
resulting in the collision. )

“On another note, motorists are wamed
to take note of weather conditions and
drive carefully when the tarmac is wet
or when there is fog and visibility is
compromised,” he said.

Only three appear for DD on buganu weekend

By Wonderboy Dlamini
Siteki

MOTORISTS seemed to have behaved
well during the Buganu weekend as
only a few were nabbed for driving
while under the influence of alcohol
in Siteki.

The Magistrate’s Court saw three
appearing for contravening the road
Traffic Act. Siphamandla Matsenjwa
(31) was the first to take to the accused
dock as he faced the said offence.

He was said to have driven a motor
vehicle along the Siteki-Lonhlupheko
road while under the influence of alco-
hol. He was nabbed by traffic officers
who had mounted a road block along
the road. .

When the charge sheet was read to
him. the accused pleaded guilty to the

charge. His plea was also accepted by
the Crown without leading evidence to
prove commission of the offense.

He told the court that he was from
attending the Buganu ceremony at
Buhleni when he was nabbed by the
police.

The accused stated that he thought he
had not yet reached the limit which
stands at 0.37 mg/l.

A breathalyser test is said to have indi-
cated that he had 0.84 mg/l of alcohol
in his system.

He was accordingly found guilty by
the court and was sentenced to three
months in a correctional facility with
an option to pay E1 500.

Meanwhile, Thabiso Tsabedze of
Malindza also faced a similar charge.
in that he wrongfully and unlawfully
drove a motor vehicle while under the

influence of alcohol. He pleaded guilty
to the charge while conducting his own
defence.

He was accordingly found guilty and
was sentenced to three months in a cor-
rectional facility with an option to pay
E1 500 fine.

Also appearing for the drunk-driving
offence was Sanele Dlamini of Ngcina
who was nabbed in the early hours of
yesterday. He was handed a similar sen-
tence after he had also pleaded guilty
to the charge.

Stukie challenges govt to include budget fo

By Sabelo Majola
Mbabane

to be achieved by 2021 and
the targets are divided into
four pillars namely, Prevention,
Protection, Accountability,

205

STUKIE Motsaofthe Stukie  Equality and non-discrimi-
Motsa Foundation haschak- nation"Government has a i‘
lenged government {0 €OB-  role to play in achieving this ' A
sider people living With  and that includes having an 1
albinism in ﬂlet:)“_d‘b;gt- 5 officer responsible for albinism B

Motsa is currently m K.€0 issues in the mini e
atl;eno:iingaforum0111_{6&’.10“’1l deals with the Egﬁﬁ%?ﬁ DO SOMETHING:
Action Plan on Albinist. Shein our case it is the deputy St Mo
said government has 2 10l€  prime minigier's office. 2063 agenda which aspires
to play towards people 1iv- ey have to work in col- _ forthecontinent tobea pros-
ing with albinism and that \laboration with the ministry us one.
includes considering them M of health since albinismalso ~ *“AlbinismisaHuman Rights
the national budget t0 €a%T  touches on health jssuesand  issue and therefore people
for things like medicatiols|  government should consid-  with the condition should also
dermatological services, SUl= er plac people withalbinism ~ be treated with dignity and
screen, hats, sunglasses, SPC in political positions as well,” non discrimination and be
tacles and protective cloth- Sl;s{said_ employed as well like all other
ing. Otsa said i le.

“There are targets thatneed linked o the Rhﬁzsélhﬁfoﬁ p%ogmuiw should also have

r people with albinism

a work plan to meet the set
targets in accordance with
their needs. Government has
to work hand in hand with
organisations dealing with
albinism issues,” she added.

Motsa said the issue of data
was key so that government
could know the population
and be able to plan. It was
very important to sensitise
leaders on the uniqueness of
albinism and there is a strong
need for rigorous training of
teachers, health workers,
employers, legislatures, police,
the Judiciary, Magistrates and
employees.

We should also try to have
sunscreen produced locally
and to also include albinism
In teacher training curricu-
lum,” she said.
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Two occured along Madlangempisi/Buhleni road whilst
hofaneni/Nsoko public road
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EXHIBIT: The
eight bags of
dagga weigh-
ing 85.25 kg
before court.

Tporter busted with over

ES0 000 worth of dagga

By Wonderboy Dlamini
Siteki

AS dagga cultivation seems to be
getting more popular in
Maphungwane and surrounding
areas, police on Saturday nabbed
another man who was transport-
ing the drug measuring 85.25 kilo-
grammes.

The man, who is said to have been
heading to Manzini, was nabbed at
Mimosa, near Bhamubhamu Hill.
Police are said to have recently strength-
ened road searches along the Siteki-
Maphungwane Road after learning
of escalated dagga trade in the area
over the past couple of years. It has
been gathered that buyers from other
regions are flocking to the area for
the illegal herb.

In the recent case, Zakhele Nyamane
(32) of Maphalaleni was nabbed just
after midnight while transporting the
dagga in a Honda Fit motor vehicle.

He was produced before Senior
Magistrate Donald Mavuso where
he faced a charge of contravening
section 12 of the Pharmacy Act 38
of 1929,

According to the charge sheet, the
accused person wrongfully and unlaw-
fully possessed 85.25 kg of dagga
without being a holder of a valid per-

mit.

Dagga is said to be selling at between

.‘ E700 to E1 800 per kilogramme an
the street market, depending on its

grade. The crown further filed an
application to have the motor vehi-
cle forfeited to the state in the event
the accused person is proven guilty
of charge. When he was informed of
his rights to legal reprfsentaljon, the
accused elected to conduct his own
defence. The crown which was rep-
resented by Prosecutor Nomphumelelo
Misibi also filed an application to have
the matter postponed to a later date
as it intends to prove commission of
the offense.

In the meantime, the accused per-
son told the court that he intends
pleading guilty to the charge. He told
the court that however, he was not
the owner of the consignment.

The accused stated that he was asked
by a friend to drive the vehicie to
Manzini after it had been loaded with
the dagga. He further alleged that the
owner of the dagga was driving i+
another vehicle, and had promise.
to be on the lookout for police as he
drove ahead of him.

“] was merely a driver who had
been asked to take the vehicle to
Mangzini, but I was unfortunately
nabbed by the police along the way,”
he said.

He then filed an application to be
released on bail, saying that he would
avail himself for trial. He was accord-
ingly granted bail at E3 000 as the
crown didnot oppose to it. The motor
vehicle which was used in trans-
porting the dagga was also detained.

SNAT National Burial Scheme

With The Teachers

Interest At Heart

SNAT MADICAL AID ANNOUNCEMENT

All teachers who are SNAT MEMBERS are hereby i
notified that the SNAT MEDICAL AID has started |
working. Teachers who are interested in joining are §
expected to bring the following documents;

i. Current pay slip

AT A

ii. National identity card
iii. Birth Certificatéfor dependants

Teachers are notified that if they need to be educated
more about the medical aid they can request for the
Committee to come to -their.respective schools by
calling the office number at 25056391 0 76476858.

Note: Teachers who join before 31* March 2018 will
have a 3 months waiting period. Otherwise waiting

period is 6 months.

By SNAT BURIAL SCHEME SECRETARY

Agnes S. Mazibuko




NEDBANK (SWAZILAND) LIMITED

ICE TO THE PUBLIC

Nedbank (Swaziland) Limited Statement of Unclaimed Monies as at 31 December 2077

In compliance with Section 129 of the Administration of Estates Act , we publish the
below Statement of all monies which have remained unclaimed by owners for o period of

five years and

Obove- P

E ot

After the expiry of three months from the date of this publication all monies stil
remaining unclaimed shall be deposited in the Guardian's Fund to be administered by the

Master of the High Court in terms of the Act.
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Interact with the author luckyt@mbacity.org.sz or Emcm_mbacity &3 MunicipalCouncilOfMbabane @+268 7603 6347 ﬁ

MCM LEADS WITH OVER E2 MILLION
WORTH SOCIAL PROJECT

MBABANE - The Municipal social centres in Mbabane which make a Municipal Council of Mbabane came to study roomas well.

= =R S

= NS A

Council of continues to difference in the lives of about 2 000 the conclusion that they have to continue The overall area of the building is
strengthen its social orphaned and vulnerable children_per this charitable tradition by constructing _195sq.m plus 80sq.m. verandah with a
programs by increasing its foot print month. £ ¢ and running a health and social centre i possibility for future expansion. The
and presence in communities through * . Sidwashini. In addition to meals, the construction cost of the building is E2,
which it renders social assistance ﬁ; The inception of the idea comes from a facility will provide space for basic health 200, 000. The construction will be
community members. " charitable woman, Gogo Mthembu from care, social activities, educational “egmplete in April 2018.
s Sidwashini, now deceased who used to assistance and playground for of phaned
Ttis for that reason therefore that as part of cook and provide meals for children from and vulnerablechildren.
its social responsibility and drive to give her house and MEM will ca{ry;forwaﬂfq_ﬁ P
back to the community MCM is Mithembu's kind gesture’ and selfless’ The-bui di
constructinga new social centre at servicetotheﬁiﬂiasﬁﬁﬁ Community. room for 60 people, 3Consultation rooms purchasing equipment and furniture.
Sidwashini which will continue Council's 1 with waiting area ani ﬁﬁon. A large Council is already in partnership in some
already well established social Council provide free meals, pre-school verandah and yard will provide space for ofits health and social centres.

Mumc1pa!‘égun£:sl of Mbabane urges

_ local business to partner with Council for

- a kitchen, dining the expansion of the facility as well as
3

responsibility projects. classes and medical assistance so far inits social activities and playground. The
At the moment Council has 11 health and 11 healthand swntres. dining room can be pfilized as meeting or

LIST OF EXISTING HEALTH
AND SOCIAL CENTRES

Mangwaneni

Mahwalala

Seventh Day Adventist

Msunduza. 2

Fonteyn

Makholokholo

Mdzangwini

Nkwalini 1

Nkwalini 2( 4
~ gigeumeni(Fonteyn) o

Mgmgwane Saedlle The building contains kitchen, dining room for 60 people
' 3 consultation rooms with waiting area and reception. :

ST CONCOENEGY ROTE Sy CO RN 5
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! Stories by Mbono Mdluli
Mbabane

THE Baha’i faith in the country

gathered together and celebrat-

ed 200 years since the birth of

Baha'u'llah, who is considered
- as the founder of the faith.

The event took place on Saturday
at Baha’i Centre, which is situated
at Malagwane Hill near Mbabane.
The event has been celebrated by

. all members of the Baha’i faith in

the whole world in the past four

months. Local Baha’i members did
not want to be left out.
Guests

Baha'u'llah was bom on November

12,1817 in Iran and died on May

29,1892 in Israel.

| Saturday’s event was graced by
i about 700 people, who were invit-
| ed by members of the faith to cel-
! ebrate this day, which is celebrat-
" ed once in a century.

Among those who were at the
! event were highly regarded digni-

: i " G s -
" MC: Writer Salayedvwa Magagula and June Tfwala
' making sure the programme ‘went as planned.

T

CELEBRATION: Members of the local Baha'i faith posing for a group photo with invited guests on Saturda_!f az.‘
. Baha'i Centre in Mbabane. This was after the celebration of the life of Bah4'u‘llh, the founder of the Baha'i faith.
. (Pics: Mbono Mdluli)

| J
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« About 7.3 million membership in the world

..Bahd'u’lléh was celebrated because he was the founder of the faith,

who was born as a modern prophet of God.

taries from the royal family, USA
Embassy, Municipal Council of
Mbabane, and from government
including Principal Secretary in the
Ministry of Home Affairs Anthony
Masilela.

Teachings

During the event, it transpired that
Bahd'u'llah was celebrated because
he was the founder of the faith, who
was bom as a modern prophet of
God.

The information about the Baha’is
and their faith was disseminated by
renowned writer Salayedvwa
Magagula and June Tfwala, who
were the programme directors at
the event.

The two speakers would give the
information, while also allowing
different musical and cultural items
to take place, much to the amuse-
ment of those present.

The entertaining events were

IN SONG: Praise team of the local Baha'i community
| rendering. spiritual songs at the event. . . .
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mostly talking about the Baha’i
faith and their teachings. like the
Ummiso and Umgubho cultural
dances, which were rendered by
Setsembiso Sebunye High pupils.

Magagula said what happened to
Bahd'u'lldh was not something that
made them happy as Baha’is.
Baha'u'llah was subjected to prison
by Iran authorities, who felt threat-
ened by his ability to gain support
from his people because of his teach-
ings.
Baha'u'llih is said to have claimed
to be the promised prophet of God
in modern times, something that
was not well received by Iran author-
ities at the time, hence he was sub-
Jjected to prison and even exiled in
Israel, where he eventually died.

Grudge

Despite all that, Magagula said
they were not holding any grudge
against anyone for this because they

|

" BRIEFLY ABOUTBAHAIS
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|« About 500 members in the country,

| « Have congregations in places fike Mbabare,
| Manzini, Motshane, Pigg’s Peak, Neinamedojoy
Hiatikhulu, and Musi.

» Usually meet once every 19 days for an
event called a Feast to increase unity wih. -
in the community.

« Also gather, depending on schedule of each
of the congregations, for prayer gatherings
called Devotionals.

o Arrived in the country in 1954 and were
received by His Majesty King Sobhuza 11
» Contributed in the improvement of many
economic and social activities fike
ture, construction, education, health, busj-
ness and environment.

BRIEFLY ABOUT BAHA'IS INTHEWORLD

agricul-

(SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA)

» Three core assertions of the Bah4'{ Faith,
| sometimes termed the “three onenesses”, are
| central in the teachings of the religion. They

- are the Oneness of God, the oneness of reli-

| gion and the oneness of humanity. They are

understood that prophets of God | also referred to as the unity of God, unity of

were despised by their own people |
at the time. He made an example |
of Jesus Christ, who was crucified
by his own Jews (and Romans).

Many people, Magagula said, |
were not aware of what was hap-
pening when such prophets were
born, despite that the people were
told of such events.

He thanked Royalty in Swaziland
for having accepted the Baha’i faith
in the country.

This was also seen by the fact that
even in Baha'i schools, members
of the Royal family enrolled for
their studies.

This was contrary to what hap-
pened in [ran, where up to this day,
they could not celebrate the life of
Baha'u'llah.

The Iranians could only rely on
people from other countries to leam.
about the celebration of Baha'u'llh.

religion, and unity of mankind.

e Prayer in the Baha'i Faith refers to two dis-
tinct concepts: obligatory prayer and gener-
al or devotional prayer. Both types of prayer
are composed of reverent words which are
addressed to God, and the act of prayer is
one of the most important Baha'i laws for
individual discipline.

e The Baha'i view of God is essentially
monotheistic. God is the imperishable, uncre-
ated being who is the source of all existence.
He is described as "a personal God, unknow- |
able, inaccessible, the source of all Revelation,
etemal, omniscient, omnipresent and almighty”. -
eAccept Christ wholeheartedly, and there-
fore honour the celebration of His birth, but |
do not celebrate Christmas asa community. |
* The Kitab-i-Aqdas or Aqdas is the central
book of the Bahd'i Faith written by Bahdullldh,
the founder of the religion, in 1873. However,
the Baha’is are also encouraged foread other
holy books, like the Bible (Christianity)and |
the Quran (Islam), i

How Baha'is arrived in Swaziland

THE Baha’i faith was introduced in
Swaziland in 1954 to King Sobhuza
IL, revealed Ministry of Home A ffairs
Principal Secretary (PS) Anthony
Masilela on Saturday. i

Masilela was speaking on behalf of
Minister of Home Affairs Princess
Tsandzile as Baha'is celebrated 200
years since the birth of Baha'u'l14h.

In 1954, John and Valera Allan, and
some early Swazi friends, including
two youth, Princess Geinaphi and Ben
Dlamini, introduced the faith to King
Sobhuza II.

King Sobhuza Il welcomed them and
was especially pleased to hear that the
main purpose of the religion was to
bring unity of mankind and religion.

Masilela said this happened 63 years
ago and today, the Baha’i communi.
ty 1s a respected entity in the country,
whose growth and impact has been folt
by the society at large.

“Apart from developing their own
administration, institutions and region-
al Baha'i Centres, the Baha’js have
beeal_aptive members of their logal com-
munities, participating in a wide range

_of socio-~eonomic development, incjud-

Ay T OG0l i
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ing agriculture, education, health, con-
struction, business and environment,”
Masilela said.

Education

He made an example of the schools
situated at Malagwane Hill in Mbabane
(John and Valera Allan Primary and
Setsembiso Sebunye High).

He said the schools showed the Baha’i
community’s immense contribution in
the country’s education sector. Masilela
also revealed how the Baha’i com-

munity contributed to the tertiary edu-

cation in the country, ever since arriv-
ing in 1954. s

“One of the earliest contributions in
the 1960s was, in partnership with gov-
ermnment and the African/American
institute, to administer one of the first
scholarship programmes in the coun-
try. It assisted many young Swazis to
obtain a university education in the
United States or in Africa. Today, each
of the local Baha'i communities is sti]]
supporting education in one way or
another,” he said.

Later, the Baha'i community pari-
nered with government, UNICEF, ang
then with Van Leer Foundation to pro-

T Y 1o 3V ya ¢«

",

mote early childhood education. This '
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kind of education was promoted by

providing one of the first systematic
pre-school teacher training programmes
over a period of six years, to provide

training to over 300 practising pre- |

school teachers.
Since then, the training of early child-
hood for practitioners and the devel-

Opment of community pre-schools has

remained a major priority for the
Swaziland Baha’i commumity.

Aupart from the pre-school programmes,
the John and Valera Allan Primary and
Setsembiso Sebunye High had been
Providing quality education af prima-
Iy and secondary levels, respectively.

The schools followed the national
Curricylarand also emphasised on the
development of character, as well as
acquisition of virtues and service to the
Community.

At individual level, within the Baha’i
Communities, regularstudy circles were
held for children, junior youth and
adults for individual study and devel-
Opment of personal skills, moral val-
ues, which was also commended by
SOvernment.

4
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Valentine’s Day sex leads
to two-year jail for boy (18]

- By Sifiso Nhlabatsi
Matsapha

WHAT was supposed to be a roman-
tic Valentine’s Day for a young cou-
ple ended in disaster when one of the
lovebirds was arrested for contra-
vening the Child and Women’s
Protection Act.

Menzi Lukhele (18) of Mathangeni
was arrested by Sgodvweni Police offi-
cers on February 15, The accused was
arrested and charged with having sex-
ual intercourse with a Lozitha High
pupil, who is only 15 years old and by
law cannot consent to sexual intercourse
as she is underage. Lukhele appeared
at the Matsapha Circuit Court before
Magistrate Mthokozisi Dlamini.

When the charge was read to him he
pleaded guilty as charged.

Buhle*(not her real name due to her
age) was called by the court to narrate
what took place on Valentine’s Day.

It was revealed before court that the
two were in a relationship and Buhle is
the one who went to Lukhele’s place to
pay him a visit.

Lukhele informed the court that he is
not the one who went to Buhle’s place
but the victim came over his place while
he was just minding his own business
watching movies with his friends. Trying
to protect the accused from the wrath
of the law, Buhle informed the court
that the accused did ask about her age
and she lied and told him that she is 17
years old.

Prosecutor Fakazi Mngomezulu how-
ever informed the court that by asking
how old the victim was, the accused

person suspected that the victim was
indeed underage.

Mngomezulu said by looking at the
structure of the pupil (Buhle) one could
tell that she was of a tender age unlike
other girls who at the age of 12 have
bodies which look like those of fully
grown women. He said if the body was
deceitful the accused wouldn’t have
asked how old the girl was. He said the
accused knew that what he was doing
was against the law.

Buhle’s father was called by the court
to deliver his evidence and he present-
ed a birth certificate showing that the
Lozitha High pupil was 15 years old.

Another document which was pre-
sented to the court was a medical report
that confirmed that the two did have
sexual intercourse on Valentine’s Day.

In mitigation, the accused pleaded with
the court to be lenient with him as he is
not the one who went to Buhle’s place.
He said Buhle came over to his place

REFUGEE SENT TO JAIL AFTER
FAILING TO PAY TRAFFIC FINE

By Wonderboy Dlamini
Siteld

A Congolese man, whois under asy-
lum protection, failed to contain his
emotions as he wept when he was
sentenced to four months in & cor-
rectional facility with an option to

pay E1 000 fine.

John Dambayi (38) appcared
before before Senior Magistrale
Donald Mavuso where he
faced three traffic offens-
es. He was said to hz§ve
been arrested by police
while at Malindza Asylum
Centre after he had attempt-
ed to evade arrest. e
th?mnaw,sedg wﬂleiyas id tohave
driven a motor vehiclein 8 '}eghgent
- manner and causcd'an accnd;e:g 1:3,.

knocking another vehicle T s

He is said to have a{;o;t failed to stop

at the accident scene, ;

away. He was further ctgargﬂ:;":if :;;
ving a motor vzh(i;lie ;\rf’iﬁo‘l ‘

holder of a valid drV
\o\?l:mhe hree charges were ead to

him, he pleaded guilty to all of them.
His plea was also accepted by the crown
without leading evidence to prove com-
mission of the offences. While miti-
gating for a lenient sentence, the accused
person told the court that he was a
refugee who had no source of income
as he is prohibited from engaging in
employment. The accused person fur-
ther told the court that the motor
vehicle he was driving did
not belong to him but
to another man who
had sent him to the
shop. He also told
" the court that when
[ the accident hap-
pened, the other dri-
verdid not stop atthe
* scene, hence he also did
“~ not stop. “After I had
knocked the other car from behind,
the driver did not stop at the scene, SO
I thought I should also drive away as
it was alreadylate;” he said. The acct
pleaded with the court to be lenient,
adding that he would not be able to
Pay any amount of money. He even-
tually broke down in tears upon the
Pronouncement of the senternce.

and he was excited that she was com-
ing with nice things not knowing that
it would end up with him behind bars.

The Magistrate, before passing sen-
tence, told the accused that he has con-
sidered that he is young and their rela-
tionship with the victim might be gen-
uine but still the accused violated the
law.

The Magistrate informed the accused
that such an offence carries a sentence
of up to six years imprisonment with-
out an option of a fine. :

The Magistrate however exercised
leniency and sentenced the accused to
two years imprisonment without an
option of a fine.

Half of the sentence was suspended |
for a period of three years. This meant
that the accused will serve a year in

prison without an option of a fine.
Relatives of the accused left the court
dejected upon hearing that Lukhele was
to do time in prison.
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Gospel artist Zaga fails to

pay victims of

]

GOSPEL Artist Zaga Dlamini
has failed to live up to his promis-
es of paying back the money which
he allegedly stole under false pre-
tences from people who wanted
to acquire jobs in the army.

Dlamini appeared at Matsapha
Circuit Court last Thurday, where
he was supposed to give the court
feedback on how far he had gone
with reimbursing the complainants.
However, it surfaced that the accused
has failed to deliver on his promis-
es. After learning that there have
been no developments the court
decided to take the matter to trial
on March 23.

Worth noting is that earlier last
year Dlamini, who is alleged to
have used Umbutfo Swaziland
Defense Force (USDF) Army
Commander Sobantu Dlamini’s

By Sifiso Nhlabatsi
Matsapha

| name to defraud desperate Swazis

seeking jobs in the army, had
promised to pay back the money
to the two complainants who took
him to court for theft under false
pretences.

Dlamini is currently out on bail
and had been given time by the
court to reimburse the complainants
after he pleaded guilty to the two
charges of theft by false pretences
by defrauding two people money
amounting to E45 500 after promis-
ing to secure them jobs in the army.

One of the complainants in the
matter is Sipho Tfwala and he was
conned E20 500.

Zaga during one of his court appear-
ances last year revealed that he

army job scam

FAILS: Gospel artist Zaga
Dlamini.
would reimburse the two aggriev-
ed parties.

He informed the court that he had
some cash with him and wished to
present it to the court. However,
when asked more about the money
the accused revealed that he was
carrying E800. He was advised that
the offer he was bringing to the
table was too little as it would mean
he would be paying each person
E400.

After discussions the accused
agreed that he would raise about
E5 000 which he would pay to the
complainants until they are fully
reimbursed.

However it has since transpired
that Zaga lied to the court as he
didn’t reimburse the complainants.

By Sizwe Dlamini
Pigg’s Peak

THE Pigg’s Peak Magistrate’s
Court heard how Simanga
Khumalo as well as his passen-
ger Sonto Vilakati were arrest-
ed for the possession of 8kg
dagga.

The two were arrested by Buhleni
police last week The dagga was
concealed in the back of a black
Toyota Vits that was being dri-
ven by the first accused Khumalo.

_The Vits was stopped at a rou-
tine traffic stop at Buhleni and
police searched it to discover the
dagga hidden inside a bucket.

Appearing inside the Pigg’s Peak
Magistrate’s Court, Khumalo said
he was guilty of the dagga pos-
Session as his passenger Vilakati
Was innocent,

“The dagga belongs to me, my

E4 000 fine for possession of 8kg dagga

An honest Vilakati pleaded guilty
to the dagga possession charges. I
plead guilty that the dagga was

4

Khumalo to acquit Vilakati, say-
ing she could notunderstand the
charges she was facing but her

passenger had no idea aboutitas  inside the car, I didnotknow that  co-accused had defended herinno-
all she.wantecl was a lift from there wassuchinthe carbecause cence amicably. Magistrate
Buhl'em to Croydon, soI gaveher  [saw it later after police showed  Khumalo then sentenced the first
the lift. As we drove we ran into it to me. I plead guilty but the  accused Simanga Khumalo to two
a roadblock set up at Buhleni, dagga was not mine,” she said.  years in a correctional facility if
Wwhere we were both arrested for  This honest response forced he failed to pay a fine of E4 000
dagga possession,” he said. Pigg’s Peak Magistrate Sabelo  for dagga possession,
i L
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OVER 90 SCOT S
STAFF DELIVER PE
OVER WORN OUT UNIF

By Wonderboy D|: =
Siteki A

-

PARENTS have been warned ag ot
] children under the pretext of dt'm"'"lgthm

as

this may land them behind ba- ..

This came as a reminderto a WO of KN
Thabile Dlamini (36) who found ne@;mm%
beating her own child. >
" Dlamini was charged with contravening 1 4

By Bongani Tsabedze ...Amongst the queries presented to the man- for them isi; ﬂl;t “tfllleelrll" g:‘:;i:%};sz | Protection Act. She was said1o haveyrngiy g
(Limkokwing Media Studies | ggement was the lack of safety overalls, T-shirts "™ L  omm, | umlawfully whipped aminor chid itiagigggli
Student) to work without proper uil " the body, resulting to the child Sustining brise |

and boots for groundsmen as well as cleaners work- A staff member also stated that | - b hat the incident was mm;m."m‘“.mmﬁw

the matter was reported to CMAC,
however they did not receive any
assistance as it was referred back
to the management. After deliv-

by a neighbour who noticed that the child was yneasy
as she played with her peers. )

The inspected the child and discovered fhatshe hag
bruises all over the body. Theac “sed person plead-

ing in the school-yard

OVER 90 Swaziland College of
Technology (SCOT) support
staff last Thursday delivered a

etition to the institution’s man- ! = . | : :
l;gement after complaints about ering the petition things went back } ed guilty to the charge while appezring before the
unsafe working conditions. to normal as §mffmgmbers Were | Magistrate’s Court.
seen performing their day to day | The crown however asked the courtto defer judg-

The support staff is responsible

for making sure the institution is
i

kept clean.

However, the staff decided to
down their tools and go to deliv-
¢ * petition after complaining

1. 1ty orking without safety gear
fora lo, .. time. Amongst the queries
presented o the management was
the lack of safety overalls, T-shirts
and boots for groundsmen as well
as cleaners working in the school-
yard.

It was also noted that those work-
ing in the kitchen had already

MOUNTRIK
TICR L7KN
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TIME : F 5 AM
PRIZES TO Bt
REGISTRATION OPEN

ZISTER www. siialerasaricom

received their uniform however
groundsmen and cleaners did not
receive theirs.

According to a spokesman of the
support staff, the employees were
promised new uniforms last year
by the management however anoth-
er statement was issued stating that

TRATL RUNNING
S AERDEICS

i

AES + HODS DONE - ¥

MORE INFD
EMAILTO

all new uniforms would be deliv-
ered in October this year.

The support staff members
expressed their grievances, stat-
ing that October was too far and
the uniform they are using are
already torn and worn out.

What makes things even harder

ment of the matter as it intended to make an inguiry
in the livelihood of the child. Th crown stated that
" officers from the social welfar. would be asked to
| assist in ascertaining the state « [livelihood of the
| child. The matter was therefore postponed toFrid iy
staff personnel are supposed to | while the accused person was granted bail at ES00.
wait for government to attend to | Meanwhile, Mbuso Maziya (27) of Magwinyana
the problem. | faced a charge of possessior ol dugga.

He said the institution currently | He was said to have wrongfuiive=dunlawfillypos-
had no money to buy new uniform I sessed 6.2 kg of dagga without veing aholder ofa
for support staff. The institutionis | valid permit. He pleaded guilty to the charge. His
currently closed after sending stu- | plea was also accepted by the crown withoutleading
dents away as they are still wait- | evidence to prove commission of the offense. Hewas
{

duties at the school.

One of the management mem-
bers who didn’t want his name
revealed stated that the institution
was under the government and all

ing to receive their allowances | Sentenced to two yearsina correctional facility with
from the government. an option to pay E5 000 fine.
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MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF MBABANE

~ INVITATION TO BID
~_ TENDER NO. 186 OF 2017/18-
SUPPLY, DELIVERY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSION
OF HIGH MAST LIGHT AT MANZANA

Bid are hereby invited from suitably qualified electrical contractors for ‘the supply,
delivery, andinstallation and commissioning of a high mast lightatthe a0 i

Bid Documents may be purchased from the Municipal ¢ cil of Mbabane Civic
Offices as from Friday 23" March, 2018 for a nen-refundab| o;m ¢ E 300,00 per set. i
The method of payment shall be cash or bank guaranteeq '; ee oa . to 2
Council of Mbabane. The Municipal Council of Mbabane d cheese zlv: e
the lowestorany tenderand reserves the right toreject any or 5 tenc;zsrsnot 2

Bids shall be valid for a period of 90 days after hig :

i i accompanied
by a bid security of E3 000.00. There shall be a cam:j:nmg and mus;i :: ol
on Friday March 9, 2018.Interested Bidders are to me ory site_ inspe: ides aite.
Council Offices. et Council represe

Bid Documents shall be delivered in a sealed e
nvelo : Tender
BoxlacatednexttntheﬂevenueOfﬂcesatthefallowinsaddre‘::' and deposited into the ¥

Municipal Council of Mbabane
P.O. Box 1 Civic Offices, Mahlokohla Street

Mbabane

not later than 12 Noon Swaziland time on Tuesday ——
tenders will be opened in public. On the OUtSide.—‘
marked: of

March, 2018 at which time the f
the envelope shall be clearly |

“CONFIDENTIAL
TENDER NO 186 OF 2017/18 SUPPLY, DELIVERY, INSTAL
MAST LIGHT AT THE MANZANA LATION aAnD COMMISSIONING OF HIGH

{Not tobe opened before 12 Noon 21" March, 2018)

No Bid documents shall be sold at the site ing ;
Pectioh I
r after, excerpt to bidders who

uld :
inspection. have Litended the compulsory site

GIDEON MHL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE. SES,CER




'SPUR BUST-A-BURGER SUPRISE'
FOR THE SWAZI OBSERVER MARKETING TEAM
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BUST-A-BURGER SURPRISE PROMOTION |

Team Observer Marketing, the first fo get a surprise lunch from Spur. You can™
also nominate your team and enjoy some goodies. Details below. -
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Surprise.
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to cater for and

+ WHERE the surprise
must take place.
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might surprise them with
Burgers and meal vouchers
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'MAHAMBA GORGE FIRST
'ROAD SHOW POSTPONED

Stories by Starsky Mkhonta

THE first roadshow planned for
Mahamba Gorge Hiking in prepa-
ration for this year’s event which
was expected to take place last Saturday
in Nhlangano was called off at the
eleventh hour because of the Buhleni
Buganu Ceremony.

The organisers called off the road

- show after they realised very late that

it clashed with the national ceremony

- at Buhleni Royal Residence. It had
' been planned to market the event and

PR o capliitoes AR o g o

sensitise the public about the annual
Mahamba Gorge Hiking.

This year’s event, which is the fifth
edition, will be held on April 8.

Phumi Nkosi, who is Mahamba Gorge
Hiking Office Administrator, said they
were left with no altemative but to can-
cel the roadshow which was supposed
to be on Saturday after they learned
about the Buganu Festival. She said
the Mahamba Gorge Hiking leader-
ship and other stakeholders met and
concluded that the roadshow should

’s Maha:gba.
heen assiired
ng their proper-

ties.

Phumi Nkosi, who is Mahamba
Gorge Hiking Office Administrator,
said as it has been the case in the past
they have put in place all necessary
measures to ensure that no one regret-
ted being part of such a big event.
She said as a way of making sure
that no elements g‘fcnrr‘nzzault the,

Opposite SEDCO Premises

not proceed in respect of the national
event.

“We respect Swazi culture and an
event such as the Buganu ceremony,
we know its importance and that is the
reason we decided to have the first
roadshow shelved so that all those who
are keen to see such rich culture pro-
moted could be part of the ceremony
at Buhleni. We never wanted to even
debate the postponement as we are law
abiding Swazis who know what s good
for the country. Who are we to hold a
function when the leaders of the land
had called all Swazis to celebrate with
them at the Buganu ceremony?” said
Nkosi. Nkosi, who was once a house-
hold name in the gospel music circles,
stated that the organising committee
and management were still to meet and
decide on a new date for the roadshow.
She said the board members as well
as all stakeholders would be meeting
this week and to agree on the new date.

“The roadshow is part of the prepa-
rations for the upcoming event. Therefore,
it is important that we hype the event
before the actual date, which is April
8. We will make the announcement of

» Tobacco Complex, Cnr King George Masengule Streets

the new date soon before the last roafl—
show planned for March 24.” said
Nkosi.

Nkosi said they had received a num-
ber of calls from those who were not
aware that the roadshow had been can-
celled. “Some came from as far as
Lavumisa while others were from Piet-
Retief and they were hoping to be part
of the roadshow only to learn that it
was cancelled.

We apologise to all of them as we
could not communicate properly, after
the decision to postpone the roadshow
was taken very late. We should have
made a public announcement that the
roadshow was being postponed but it
was an oversight on our part and we
apologise to those who were inconve-
nienced,” said Nkosi. She said apart
from the prizes that were to be won
during the roadshow, it was also to be
an opportunity for those who want to
participate to register. “The roadshow
was to sensitise the public about the
hike and also open registration to the
public,” said Nkosi. Registration costs
E200 for individuals and E950 for a
group of five. It closes on April 5.
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IT: A Limkokwing student was also part of

the hiking that took place last year.

Registered hikers hitting 1000 mark |

MAHAMBA Gorge Hiking
Office Administrator Phumi
Nkosi has said the interest
shown by the public in par-
ticipating in this year’s event
was overwhelming as a num-
ber of hiking enthusiasts have
already registered for the
April 8 event.

She said currently the num-
ber was nearing 1000 people.

Registration opened on February
5 and is expected to close on
March 5.

Nkosi said the enthusiasm
shown by the hikers was encour-
aging and further stated that
companies and organisations
have a}so been coming forward
to register in groups.

“We are feeling the pressure
already as more people and
compapjes with organisations
areregistering and by the logk
of things the figure is likely to
be bigeer by the end of the week.
We anticipate this year’s event
tobe bigger than in the last four

years,” said Nkosi.
Hiking was no longeraregion-

al or national eventbutnow an

international one. She said this
was noted by the nterestithas
drawn from even outside the
Kingdom as a number of peo-
ple had enquiredaboutit. These
people are also mtokngw
about other arrangements such
as border operation hours for
planning purposes. She said
there were others from over-
seas who aﬁerbmmmgmter-
net, gotto know about the event.
“It’s now a tourist attraction

event and not only the com-
munity of Mahamba and sur-

rounding areas: from this

showpiece but the country as

a whole. Considering thatsome

of those coming from outside
would book in hotelsand also
spend money in other tourist
attractions in the country, c]cgr-
ly this event has become t?lg
for the country.” said Nkosi.

WILL BE TIGHT - ORGANISERS

event, they had arranged with secu-
rity forces to help provide security
to the hikers.

“Police, correctional services and
the army all have been supportive in
the past years during such an event.
Even this year, we can assure every-
one that the three security forces will
be there and what is also good is that
they participate fully in the hiking
just like anyone else. =hgladss

At the same tirtie; they do keepa

hawk’s eye on anything suspicious.
Looking back since the inception of
Mahamba Gorge Hiking, we have
never received any complaints and
this is because of the support we have
been receiving from these security
forces,” said Nkosi.

Nkosi went on to say the ministry
of health was also a major player
when it comes to providing medical
assistance during such the event, She

s7*' wses as Well as otherdoctors
R IS A EF R Rl TP e o o b

have always been part of the event.
where they attend to anyone whe
may need medical attention.

“It’s going to be the same setup
even this time around as health per-
sonnel will be all over includine
climbing the mountain as it has been
the case even in the past.

Red Cross, Scouts and Girl Guides
have all been doing marvelous worjc
and we are optimistic that such a spir-
it will be maintained in all the years »
said Nkosi.

Nkosi said all sponsors were key
players and it was because of thep,
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that in all the four years theevent bas
been a tremendous success. She said
Without sponsars, such an event could
not only materialise butalso would
not exist atall

“S;ilsn;ors are the backbone of this
event and we are so proud that some
have been sponsoring this eventsince
its inception four years ago and are
also part and parcel of its success.
We hope there will be new sponsors
this year and we have been noticing
that each year we have seen new
Sponsors hence the event is contin-

. Uing;m.i;nprovc_‘“ said Nkosi.
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By Sibusiso Gamedze
Mbabane Magistrate’s Court

WITH Chief Justice Bheki
Maphalala having recently
urged judicial officers to be
tough on granting bail for mur-
der, rape cases seem to also be on
the rise.

In yet another shocking rape case,
! amarried man has alleged before
court that the survivor had consent-
ed to them engaging in sexual
|| intercourse.
¢ Njabulo Sipho Dlamini (35) of
i Elangeni was charged with the
* rape of one *Thabsile Dludlu (21)
. of Mpaka,
. According to the charge sheet, it

DT R

| is alleged that on or about October

' 13,2016, at or near Elangeni area,
. the said accused being a male adult
did wrongfully, unlawfully, and
intentionally have sexual inter-
course with Dludlu, a female adult
of 21 years without her consent.
Victim
Furthermore, it said the alleged
offence was accompanied by
aggravating circumstances in that
the accused did not use a condom
at the time of the commission of
the unlawful act and thus exposing
. the victim to the risk of contracting
sexually transmitted diseases HIV
and AIDS.
The accused is also alleged to
' have threatened the complainant
|| with assault, and further strangled
and assaulted her with open hands.
He is also said to have subjected
her to emotional trauma and psy-
chological trauma. A
*Josephine Khubonye, a relative
of the rape survivor, said sometime
during the month of Octobef
Dludlu, who had been working for
. some Asians in Manzini told her
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CONSULTING: Njabulo Sipho Dlamini accused of raping a

maid instructing his lawyer only identified as
Mngometulu.(Pic: Sibusiso Gamedze)

that a certain man had found her a
better job as a domestic worker at a
certain Dlamini homestead in

Elangeni.
Duties
A few weeks later, she said she
called Dludlu to hear how the new
job was treating and she told her
that something was not right in that

her employer, Dlamini was making

sexual advances towards her. She

also complained of her boss
fondling her while she was busy
with her duties.

However, Dludlu said she would
not rush to quit the job but hoped
that her employer would desist
from the conduct as she really
needed the job.

Khubonye said one evening she

gota call from Dludhu’s boyfriend,
one Ntokozo Dlamini who told her

Eppes = SR

By Sibusiso Gamedze
Mbabane Magistrates Court

IN a rare show of mercy, Magistrate
Lenhle Zulu granted two young-
sters Pholani Jele (19) and
Khulandoda Msibi (24), both of
Elangeni, bail fixed at E5 000 each
instead of E40 000 each as per the
dictates of the law.

The young men appeared {Jeﬁoud-re
Magistrate Zulu oneightcmmlslr:ﬁ I
ing contravention of the Motor V ﬂt]: c:
Theft Act of 1991, which states l a
bail would be fixed at half the value
of the vehicle.

In this case, the two Were aocuEsgg
of stealing a motor ve_hic]e worth
000 and therefore bail was
to be E40 000 each.

After the charges were reafi.d!ﬂ: ?:3
made an application to be

Car theft suspects granted lenie
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that Dludlu had called him and told
ll:t:r that her employer had raped

er.

It was then that she went to the
Lobamba Police Station with
Dludlu’s boyfriend and they
together with the police rushed to
Elangeni, where along the way
they met up with the survivor who
was crying hysterically and looked
traumatised.

Relationship

After picking her up it was decid-
ed that Dludlu be taken to the
Mbabane Government Hospital as
the police car would not be able to
get to the Dlamini home as the
road was slippery due to bad
weather and that the accused had
already fled after seeing the police
vehicle’s blue lights.

The lawyer for the accused, only
identified as Mngometulu, began
his cross-examination where he
asked the witness if she was aware
that Dludlu and the accused were
in a romantic relationship.

She responded to the negative.
He then put it to her that the
accused was the same man who
Dludlu had told her about who had
found her the job as a helper and
that Khubonye knew about their
alleged relationship just that she
was told to give false testimony in
order to incriminate the accused.

“My client and Dludlu were in a
romantic relationship, do you
know that even to this day Diudlu
is communicating with the accused
wife as she wants to withdraw the
case and it is you and Ntokozo
Dlamini who are preventing her
from withdrawing the case,” said
Mngometulu.

Khubonye said it was not true
that Dludlu wanted to withdraw the
rape case but it was the accused
together with his relatives who

e -

were harassing her and promising
her money in order for her to with-
draw the case. ;

Next to testify was Detective
Sergeant Mkhatshwa from the

" Lobamba Police Domestic
| Wiolence departmiént; who said she

was the investigating officer in the
rape matter of Dludhu.

She said when the police went t0
look for the accused at his hmne mn
the company of the complainant
the suspect’s wife told them that he
had left for Big Bend, where he
worked as a bricklayer around the
same time that Dludlu disappeared.

The police said they went back to
the police station and called the )
accused who said he was far in Blg
Bend at work, and they asked him
to meet them at the Big Bend
Police Station.

They embarked on a journey to
Big Bend and along the way, they
called the accused who ignored
their calls until they arrived and
again called the accused who con-
tinued to ignore their calls.

Mkhatshwa said they returned to
Elangeni, where they found chil-
dren who said the accused’s wife
had also left for Big Bend.

Act

They then left a message for the
accused to report to the Lobamba
Police Station as soon as possible.

Fortunately, he finally decided to
honour the summons and reported
to the station, where after question-
ing, and being warned according to
the judges rule he was arrested and
charged with rape.

At this point in the proceedings,
the accused’s attorney applied for a
postponement citing that new facts
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had surfaced after the testimony of |

Sergeant Mkhatshwa and he need-
ed to get more instructions.

This did not sit well with
Prosecutor Nqobile Mhianga, who

vigorously opposed the application

for postponement.

However, Principal Magistrate
Nhlabatsi postponed the matter
until April 7 and 8, for continua-
tion, where Mngometulu would
make an application for acquittal
and discharge in terms of Section
174 (4) of the CPE act.
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nt bail of E5 000 each

... the two were accused of stealing a motor vehicle worth ES0.000 and there-

to bail, however, Nomkhosi Dlamini
on behalf of the prosecution submit-
ted that in terms of the Theft of Motor
Vehicles Act and the Criminal Procedure
and Evidence Act the bail amount
would be fixed at halfthe value of the
car,

According to the charge sheet, the
stolen car, a white Nissan NP200
which was the lawful property and
possession of Thokozani Simelane
was valued at E80 000.

Amount

According to Section 18 (3) of the
Theft of Motor Vehicles Act of 1991
Where it provides inter alia that:

“Where a person is charged with
any other offence under this Act, the
amount of bail to be fixed by a court
shall not be less than half the amount

fore bail was supposed to be E40 000 eqch.

of maximum or minimum fine fixed
for that offence

Read together with Section 95 (5
of the Crimina] andEvida‘(ng
Act of 1938 provides that:

“"Where an accused person is charged
with any offence, other than the offences
covered by the Provisions of this sec-
umbmnotexcthmgan offence under
the Theft ofMotorVehicl&sAct, 1991,
the amount of bail to e fixed by the
co:lrt sl;_all not be less than half the
value of the Property or thing u
which t}:ie charge relates or isg bapsgal
upon and where the value cannot be
ascertained without any form of spec-
ulation the court may, for purposes
oft!us subsection, without or with the
assistance of any person the court
deems could be of assistance to it,

also fix an amount to be the value of
the property or such thing”. ..

It was after the Magistrate asked for
an adjournment that she asked the

ion if the E40 000 bail amount
would be affordable to the young men
as it was clear that the duo would not
afford it.

It was only after the short session
in chambers that the Magistrate then
admitted the two accused persons to
a bail amount of E5 000, which she
said was a reasonable amount in the
circumstances.

The matter was then postponed to
Thursday, where it is hoped that Pholani
Jele would have then secured the ser-
vices of an attomney after indicating
that he needed legal representation,
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Zuma was sweet news to
sugar industry - Jackson

UNLIKE in many businesses -
where the strengthening of the

South African Rand translates

to increased profits, the oppo-

site is true for the local sugar

industry.

The European market deter-
mines the selling price for pro-
ducers such as Swaziland and
other countries from Southern
Africa. RSSC Managing Director
Nick Jackson disclosed how the
fluctuation of the rand which was
experienced during former
President Jacob Zuma’s tenure
boosted their profits.

News

*“President Zuma may have been
bad news to most businesses, but
he was good for us as the rand
weikeaned frequently during his
time, and this meant more prof-
"~ for us,” said Jackson, on a
nghte “note.

Thus the MD is skeptical about

P :

16 NAT!O.NAL NEWS

the appointment of new presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa, saying it
will bring stability to the rand,
which is bad news to them.
With Ramaphosa at the helm
following the recent changes in
South Africa, already the rand
has strengthened, thus bringing
bad news to sugar sales.
Apparently, countries that have
a weaker currency than that of
the EU make more profits when
exporting regulated price prod-
ucts.
Strategy
Meanwhile, the MD further
reported that they have recently
launched a strategy which is
known as SIMAMA 2020.
This is a strategy which is to
reduce the company’s unit cost
by 20 per cent by 2020. Jackson
said this will help them maximise
profits under the new develop-
ments in international markets.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: One of the teachers
houses for Madzanga High School funded by
RSSC still under construction.

GREEN FIELDS: Sugar cane fields at Umbombo
Wendlovu which will be ready for harvest in
November and December.
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LOUD AND CLEAR: Public Affairs Manager Sifiso Nyembe briefing the journalists during a tour
of the sugar fields whilst Thulani Thwala, Tim Shongwe and Kenneth Dla

mini look an.

RSSC GROWS BIGGER

Stories by Wonderboy Dlamini

Siteki

ROYAL Swaziland Sugar Corporation
(RSSC) is reportedly growing bigger
and availing more opportunities to
independent growers despite having
been faced with numerous challenges
in the past year.

The company has had to deal with a
shrinking market in Europe (EU), and
the challenges that come with the stag-
gering selling prices. This was report-
ed by Managing Director Nick Jackson
during a media tour at Mhlume Mill
last Friday.

Jackson stated that the country’s giant
grower and processor of sugar had expe-
rienced a collapse of prices in the EU
over the past year.

Contributing to this challenge is said
to be the regime change which the EU
had in October 1, 2017. Apparently, the
local sugar producer sells its product to
the EU, United States of America and
Southem Affica Customs Unions (SACU).

However, the EU has over the years
been the main market for RSSC.

Jackson reported that the sugar indus-
try as a whole has experienced chal-
lenges due to dropping prices.

In the past. the EU used to be a pro-
tected market which traded with select-
ed country producers. However, Jackson

v TR ;.l; 4

full concenftration.

C_ONCE.NTRA TING: Journalists from SBIS_
Siphesihle Nxumalo and Winile Masinga in

BEYOND SUGAR: Royal
Swaziland Sugar Corporation
Managing Director Nick
Jackson addressing journal-
ists during Media Day Tour at
Mhlume last Friday. (Pics:
Lucky Simelane)

disclosed that this is no longer the case
as more other countries such as Brazi|
are now allowed to sell its product to
the EU market.

Brazil remains as the major producer
of sugar in the world, and therefore other
countries find it difficult to compete

L

Nhlengetfva.

WE ARE VERY GR 7
Madzanga High Scf; TE

with the Brazilian producer.

Jackson also reported that prices also
dropped drasticallv in he SACU mar-
ket due to the inabilit o the tariff to
protect the SACU w.....siries.

Apparently, SACU, which compris-
es South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho,
Namibia and Swaziland, is the most
important market for the Swaziland
sugar industry, accounting for between
45 per cent and 70 per centof the coun-
try’s sugar sales.

The Swaziland Sugar Association
(SSA) is responsible for exporting all
raw sugar produced in Swaziland. Despite
all these challenges, Jackson reported
that the company is growing biggerand
stronger. This is evidenced by new pro-

jects which the company has engaged
in.

The MD disclosed that the company
had recently ploughed newfields which
are known as Umbombo Wendlovu.
The fields are measuredto 450 hectors
and are about 30 kilometres away from
the Mhlume Mill.

Moreover, the company is also work-
ing at extending the Mhlume Mill to
ensure efficiency in productivity-

Production Manager at the factory,
Samkeliso Matse said they were cur-
rently working on installing evapora-
tion machinery as themill expands. This
will help to increase the production
capacity of the factory-

F'UL:.:lackson meets
ool Principal Nomsa
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ON TOUR: Media personnel touring one of RSSC projects. ; : ;’;ﬁ' ’geRﬁi;rrival of the journalists from different media houses at

%ﬁhr: ARG T AR .
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SIMPLE: THeNEtohE Jagihe Bditor Bheki Makhuby, Swazl Observer

ALL EARS Thé Nation Magazine Editor Bheki Makhubu flanked i
! \ by Swazi i i ic Affairs M Nyem
Observer Editor Thulani Thwala and News Editor Kenneth Dlamini. f;ﬁg;;’;u;:;g;f;’;;f Jsaigs’:::bi’:rc Ad et T e
: a discussion.

' 5+ RSSC’ : ' = b
gge’?ﬁ r‘:’g“:”:’e‘ﬁ’;l”:a personnseﬂht’;‘f:';i :deucﬂon Manager Samkeliso Ngozo  I'D MAKE A GOOD FARMER: Bheki Makhubu chatting w ' ‘
2 Jackson and Production Manager Samkeliso Ngozo 9 with RSSC MD Nick
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\ S—

Company anticipates hiring more workers

DESPITE having challenges in its
market, the Royal Swaziland Sugar
Corporation (RSSC) h?s assured its
workforce that their jobs remain
safe. -

According to Managing Director Nick
Jackson, the company has a workforce
ofabout 1 650 permanent workers and
nal and casual Workers,

Jackson disclosed that the company
recently had some voluntary retrench-
ments early Jast year, which he described
as having gone very well. He explamed
that many people volunteered to take
the attractive exit packets that were
dangled by the company.

This was during the time when the
company faced serious challenges

was under control and nobody will be
;trenched. In fact, Jacksoniaid the
= n[;p]ﬂnyWas actually looking at employ-
ari ; ore people in the near future. “We
i ;‘)pmg that sooner than late, we
o eave more job opportunities for
o c;:perts and the unskilled.” he said.
e isclosed that the newly estab-
ed fields, Umbombo Wendlovu

2 500 seaso
Seasonal workers refer t0 Workers  which were escalated by the drought  has availed :

who are engaged by thecompany dur. condition. Thus he cited that he did not  erable num}: e

ing certain periods of the year. This  foesee the company undergoingretrench- — area. The co S s S o

could be workers _who alre employed  ments anytime time Soor. first harvest I:iPé“y is anticipating the

specifically toharvestor clear he fields. The MD said currently the situation  between Novennégrmnggtg;w GREAT WORK: RSSC

i . Public Affairs Mana .
ger Sifiso

Nyemb i
lyembe with Swazi Observer Editor Thulani Thwaj
a.
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ON THIS DAY

", ..FEBUARY26

1940 1st televised {#2XBS, NYC) hockey
game (Rangers vs Canadians).

1941 Boston Bruins set NHL record of 23-
game unbeaten streak (15-0-8).

1941 February strike against persecution
of Jews, in Amsterdam.

1943 Vietminh forms Indo Chinese Democratic
Front. :

1944 US 1st Army completes invasion plan.
1945 US aircraft carriers attack Tokyo.

1948 Communists seize Czechoslovakia
and C Gottwald becomes premier.

1994 Israeli extremist Baruch Goldstein
massacres 30 Palestinians in Hebron.

1995 Bomb attack on train in Assam India
(27 soldiers killed).

1995 PBA National Championship Won by
Scott Alexander. ;

1996 "Father” closes at Criterion Theater
NYC after 52 performances. .-

1996 Rajindra Dhanraj takes 16-167 in
match Trinidad v Leeward Is

1998 Pamela Lee has husband Tommy Lee
arrested on battery charges.

1998 Switzerlandss first legal brothel opens
in Zurich.

1998 40th Grammy Awards: "Sunny Came
Home" best song, Paula Cole best new
artist.

12001 54th British Film and Television
Awards (BAFTAS): "Gladiator" Best Film,
Ang Lee Best Director.

2009 BDR massacre in Pilkhana, Dhaka,
Bangladesh. 74 People are being killed,
including more than 50 Army officials, by
Barigladeshi Boarder Guards inside its head-
quarter.

2011 In the lIrish general election, the
Fianna Fail-led government suffered the
worst defeat of a sitting government since
the formation of the Irish state in 1921.

2011 French fashion house Christian Dior
suspended its chief designer John Galliano
after he is arrested for an anti-semitic ver-
bal attack in Paris.

2012 Syrian Army kills 100 civilians in
artillery shelling of Homs and Hama.

2012 Al Qaeda suicide bombing kills at
least 26 people in Mukalla, Yemen.

2012 World Health Organisation rerioved
India from the list of polio endemic coun-
tries

Che Global SBusiness
ROUNDTABLE

A New Thing Preview

A New Thing In Your TV

THE role of GBR TV and GER Radio is basically to educate
transform, impact and empower God's people Holistically in
all sectors of society. Make sure you tune in on any of the
following channels to have a glimpse of powerful topical
issues from all the mountains of society:

Swazi TV Mondays at 9pm

1Gospel Tuesdays at 9pm
TBN-Channel 343 Thursday and Saturday at 5pm

RTM Mondays at 8pm

ZODIAK TV (Malawi) Wednesdays and Sundays at 3 pm

A NEW THING ON RADIO
voc
SBIS

(Every Tuesday 6:30 pm)
(Every Sunday 4 pm)

GBR/GFFJ WEEKLY MEETINGS

e Local GBR sessions take place every
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, from
the different regions of the country. Everyone
is free to attend these sessions and become
a member, at no cost.

e Every after the session, we network, a
powerful session where business deals are
clinched and sealed over ameal. Our evening
sessions start promptly at 6(pm-8pm and the
venues and days are as follows:

@ In Mbabane - City Court-last Tuesday of
the month

@ At Ezulwini - Bethel Court-first Tuesday
of every month

e At Matsapha - S&B Restaurant-first
Thursday of the month

@ At Simunye - Simunye Club-second
Tuesday of the month

@ Manzini - third Tuesday of the month, at
The George Hotel

@ Mpaka-Malindza Primary School, third
Thursday of every month

@ At Nhlangano - Ngwane Teachers Training
College-every last Thursday of the month.
@ Siteki - second Thursday of the month,
new building next to Baceth Hardware.

@ Ngculwini-at Emmanuel Wesley Church
Ntabamhloshana, second Saturday of the
month 11:00 -1:00pm

@ For'more information log in to the GBR
and GFFJ websites:
www.globalbusinessroundtable.com /
www.globalfundforjesus.com or send an
SMS to: +268 78112986 for questions and
clarifications.

"We believe God will use organizations like the GBR-
Roundtable to ensure that His people take over and ¢

economies of the world."”

Global Business
ontrol the

FACT: One of the challenges facing modern business and private sectors

globally is the fact that the current financial

and economic systems and

organisations, unless inspired by God and led by the Holy Spirit, will not

prevail in solving the deepening economic

problems of the world.

PRESIDENTS AT THIS

FOR the first time in histo-
ry, GBR will do the unthink-
able, in the eyes of man, but
through God’s backing and
leading, when she gathers
together present and former
presidents of the African
Continent in the upcoming
8thWorld Congress and
Exhibition, billed for the 17th
to 20th April 2018 at the
Sandton Convention Centre,
South Africa.

The following former presi-
dents: HE Nicephore Dieudonne
Soglo (Benin), HE Festus
Gontebanye Mogae (Botswana),
HE Dr Bakili Muluzi (Malawi),
HE Joaquim Alberto Chissano
(Mozambique), HE Armando
Guebuza (Mozambique), HE
Samuel Daniel Nujoma
(Namibia), HE Flt Lt Jerry.

John Rawlings (Ghana),HE
Goodluck Jonathan (Nigeria),
HE Thabo Mbeli (South Afiica)
and the recently swom in HE
Cyril Ramaphosa, have been
invited to share their immense
knowledge at the never-to-be-
forgotten 8th World Congress
for Trade and Investment. The
Trade and Investment Summits
will cover Doing Business in
Africa, US-Africa Summit,
Europe-Africa Summit, Africa-
Asia Summit, as well as the
general conference and cele-
bration at the GFFJ Annual
Banquet.The Trade and
Investment Summits hosted
throughout the Congress are
uniquely designed to bring all
nations, big business, trade agen-
cies and funding organisations
under a single roof for match-

BTH ANNUAL

GBR WORLD
CONGRESS

& EXHIBITION

2018

Theme: Africa: the Next Frontier

- YEAR'S WORLD CONGRESS

)

-
ROUNDTABLE

4 Day Summil

Representatives
from 70+ Nations

100+ Speakers
& {{anelisl's

for Economic Development

making opportunities. This is
where investors, strategic part-
ners and funders leverage the
GBR Eagle Landing Platform
to discuss in detail how iden-
tified opportunities will be
advanced and implemented post
the Congress.
Business

The writing is on the wall!!

Swaziland had a Roundtable
in the past which saw SIPA
marketing the country and avail-
able and upcoming business
opportunities. It is envisaged,
even this time that more com-
panies and parastatals from the
country will partake in this
year’s World Congress. And
since it’s a Congress and
Exhibition, Swazis eager to
exhibit their wares, are encour-
aged and expected to be a part
of this historic event,

As stated, this programme
includes plenaries as well as
Country Roundtables where-
by countries table their priori-
ty projects and status reports
on each and private player’s
roundtables from all over the
world. The plepary and round-
table discussions seek to also
address the critical challenges
underpinning development in
the continent, and how these
can be resolved. Other topics
for roundtable discussions
include: “Funding Oppertunities
for SMME's in Southem Affica”,
Banking systems in Africa,
Europe, Asiatrade and invest-
ment opportunities and a lot
more topical and critical issues
by industry experts aimed at
forging ways in finding solu-
tions for Affica,

National ‘Stockholm Syndrome’ can devastate opposition

THERE is national euphoria about
the new president that can only

of the nation, Gauteng, to those loss-
es. And its national vote, hovering

sition vote, the stronger the elec-
tion.day memary-of Zuma’s odor-

sition had rescued them from.

Unfortunately for the opposition.
the ANC's instinct for survival,
which appeared dormant in the
Zuma decade, reasserted itself.

The long game played by Cyril
Ramaphosa came to fiuition. Despite
winning the party presidency by the
narrowest of margins, Ramaphosa
acted swifily.

ous miasma, the better.

But the opposition pushed tog
hard. They saddled a tiger that
became remarkably powerfil — iy
society activism.

Through court challenges and judi.-
cial motions, parliamentary obstrye.-
tionism, grandstanding and pop-

benefit the malodorous ANC car-
avan that trundles in his wake,
and hurt the SA and EFF.
Politicians sometimes have an
eerie ability to achieve the exact
opposite of their intended goals.
In trying to protect the ANC ““until
Jesus returns”, Jacob Zuma almost

aroungi a sorry 55 per cent, might
drop further, forcing it into some
kind of coalition,

Thenalong came DA leader Mimusi
Maimane and EFF leader Julius
Malema,

In their determination to torpedo
Zuma, they may have inadvertent-

| XL 5 destroyed it. The party thatadecade  ly virtually assured the ofa ulistmobilisation, they drove . a8 o o

8 \ %“" I ago seemed unassai}abie had lost recovery.iu electoral fbnﬁ; intoan ever-shrinkjn; Comer“z}lllt::: thlu_n weeks', Ehe _Z}lmu ;ﬂﬁ:

Erykah Badu - (R&B  Recep Erdogan - cor}trol .o_f one province and four  Strategically, the outcome with _is where they would have liked tq ;hii 33}1 02-;! ;’Iﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂm fired

SINGER) - February  (POLITICIAN) - major cIties. 11 the beslt electoral prospects for the  keep him for the next 16 months_ "td IJ'Z;IC i iner Aufhority
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Refresh What You Think

THEY had no fewer than 100 sex
slaves, girls as young as 12 who
were freed alongside tiny babies
early yesterday morning,

Leaders of the Mancoba Seven
Angels Ministry cult—called “angels™
by their members —have emerged as
the alleged masterminds behind last
Tuesday night’s massacre of five
police officers at the police station in
the tiny Eastem Cape town of Engcobo.

Three of the seven Mancoba broth-
ers suspected of involvement in the
murders of the officers were killed
during a shoot-out with police on
Friday.

National police commissioner General
Khehla Sithole confirmed to City
Press that “not less than 1007 young
girls between the ages of 12 and 21
were rescued from the cult’s premis-
€s.

He said the “indoctrinated and brain-
washed” girls and young women were
taken to social workers for coun-
selling.

“In this church it is forbidden to
have identity documents. Children
are not allowed to have birth certifi-
cates and they are not allowed to attend
school,” Sithole said.

Allegations that the rescued girls
were sex slaves will form part of the
investigation.

It has emerged that the cult — run
by the seven Mancoba brothers and
their mother—was well known to the
state.

A report by chapter nine institution
the CRL Rights Commission, which
was presented to Parliament’s port-
folio committee on cooperative gov-
ernance and traditional affairs in
QOctober last year, warned it was a
disaster waiting to happen.

Commission Chairperson Thoko
Mkhwanazi-Xaluva told City Press
yesterday she interviewed the cult
leaders in 2016 during her investi-
gation into church practices and made
the parliamentary committee aware
of her “serious concemns®.

“Everyone [at the cult] was sitting
waiting for Jesus to come. We told
Parliament that this was a high risk
and these people need urgent atten-
tion. “We wamned that there will be
something else [that will happen]
once their money runs out. Look what
has happened,” Mkhwanazi-Xaluva
said. “This has been a ticking time
bomb. We said either these people
are going to commit suicide or some-
thing else will happen.

“We questioned the sanity of church
leaders, who saw themselves as angels
sent by God.”

The Eastern Cape social develop-
ment department knew gbout th‘? cult.
Spokesperson MzukiSI Solani said
officials went there in 2016 and res-
cued 18 children. They were taken
to places of safety after the depart-
ment obtained a court order. After
the raid, they alerted the CRL com-

| Mbongeni Mbingo
| e-mail: mbingo@observer.crg.s2
4§ Cell: 76029564 7904 8641

i1 Il PO BoxA385, Swazi Plaza,
* || Mbabane, Bamxsinas:reeatﬂ
| Tel: 2404 4437, 2404 4436,
2404 9600, 2404 9797, 2404 0706
|| Email: info@observer.org.s2
Website: www.observer.org.sZ

ci{cuiation@obser\:er_orgrsz

Ssmsss| HOWTO CONTACTUS ©
 MANAGING EDITOR | eprror.
NEWS EDITOR:

FEATURES

INSIDE COP KILLERS'

HORROR SEK GULT

mission to the cult.

Last Friday night, police tracked
down those who allegedly attacked
the police station. They were found
3km outside Engcobo and about 500m
from where two of the five slain police-
men were executed before their van
plunged into a gorge. Seven cult mem-
bers were killed in the ensuing shoot-
out and 10 were arrested.

On Saturday moming, City Press
watched as police escorted the girls
and small babies to a waiting police
vehicle. Some of the children looked
terrified. Others appeared to resist the
officers’ attempts to rescue them.
Onlookers applauded as the bodies
of the seven suspects were taken from
the cult’s property and loaded into
mortuary vans.

The girls were kept in about 10 cor-
rugated iron shacks. Inside, mattresses
lined the floor and clothes hung from
wires or were dumped on the beds.

A high-ranking police officer told
City Press that the cult, in the centre
of Nyanga village, was established
by a Mr Mancoba, who died in 2015.

Mancoba’s seven sons refused to
follow their father’s successor. The
“seven angels” and their mother sub-
sequently became the leaders of the
breakaway cult.

They soon ran out of money, which
the officer said could explain why
they attacked the police station and
bombed two ATMs in town.

“They need money and are des-
perate. People of that church are brain-
washed. They only live in their own
world.” The officer said at least three
of'the seven men killed in last Friday
night’s shooting were among the
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“angel” brothers, who had master-
minded the massacre. One of them
is on the run.

“The guys, known as angels, drive
very expensive cars, but do not work.
They are well known here in Engcobo,”
the officer said.

“There are people here in this town
who go to that church. People would
give up all their pensions and donate
them to the church,” said the officer.

Mkhwanazi-Xaluva said cult mem-
bers were required to sell their cars,
houses and other belongings and give
the proceeds to the cult’s leaders.

Speaking outside the Engcobo Police
Station yesterday, Police Minister
Fikile Mbalula promised the cult
would be closed once police had com-
pleted their investigation.

“Yes, there were lots of girls found
there and human bodies sleeping over
each other. Anything is possible. But
it is being processed.

*“Some of [the girls] will be taken
to a place of safety and linked to their
families. Our ultimate objective is for
that place to be brought down,”” Mbalula
said. Sithole confirmed all 10 of the
firearms stolen from the Engcobo
Police Station last Tuesday night were
recovered at the cult’s premises.

The Takedown

Last Friday night after 10pm, police
pounced after receiving information
from a man they arrested earlier in
the day.

Officers with the Hawks, National
Intervention Unit and Tactical Response
Team ordered the members to come
outside so police could determine if
the stolen firearms were there. Instead,
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cult members opened fire.

“Within 30 minutes of the shoot
out, seven suspects were on the ground,”
Sithole said.

“This was an hour after we had
arrested one of the suspects. We called
our high risk forces to get to the place.
The intention for us getting to the
church was that, first, we wanted to
get our firearms back.”

Mbalula criticised police for not
shutting down the cult after local res-
idents reported suspicious activities.

“Why did we let it come to the death
of police for us to find-guns there,
when members of the community
had long been reporting the church?”

Why Parliament didn't act

An angry Mkhwanazi-Xaluva said:
“Here we are now as a nation. Who
must answer? Parliament must answer.
We gave them a report last year.
We've done what needed to be done.
It’s up to Parliament to protect inno-
cent people. :

“We are living with this nightmare.
We should not be waiting for [spu-
rious religious leaders] to do some-
thing crazy. We are leaving this in
the hands of Parliament. It must pass
legislation. We are dealing with peo-
ple who are a hundred times more
dangerous,” she said.

“No one listened to us. This could
have been avoided. We told them we
cannot have a sector that is not reg-
ulated.” Mkhwanazi-Xaluva said the
commission could not close the cult
because it had no power to do so with-
out an amendment to the CRL Act,
which they asked Parliament for last

year. News24
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“None but ourselves can free our minds.
— Bob Mariey

“Don't talk to me.”

"Why not?"

"Because | want to fix that in my menn—
ry for ever. Draco Malfoy, the amazing
bouncing ferret...”

— J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the

Goblet of Fire

«l ife’s under no obligation to give us what

we expect.”
— Margaret Mitchell

“You know, Minister, | disagree with
Dumbledore on many counts...but you
cannot deny he's got style...”

— J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the
Order of the Phoenix

“Friendship is the hardest thing in the
world to explain. It's not something you
learn in school. But if you haven't learned
the meaning of friendship, you really haven't
learned anything.”

— Muhammad Ali

“It's strange because sometimes, | read a
book, and | think | am the people in the
book.”

— Stephen Chbosky, The Perks of Being
a Wallflower

“The best and most beautiful things in the
world cannot be seen or even touched.
They must be felt with the heart”

looks more like the guy I met at the Quarter
Quell”
— Suzanne Collins, Mockingjay

“We do not need magic to transform our
world. We carry all the power we need
inside ourselves already.”

~J.K. Rowting
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| Stories by Majaha Nkonyane—|

FIRST National Bank is continu-
ally working hard in becoming the
bank of choice; this was showcased
during their raffle Draw at Tububgu
Phase Four where three of the
bank’s customers were awarded
with prizes.

The raffle draw was in conjunction
with Sunstar Properties where Sifiso
Gulwako will be getting back his
transfer costs; whilst Sanele Masuku

cleared by a TLB and Buyisile
Nxumalo got a hamper from both
the bank and Sunstar Properties.
The bank has had a relationship with
the real estate agency for two years
now, “‘our relationship with Sunstar
dates back to 2016 and we are happy
to be having this raffle, we are look-
ing forward to working with them.
We are growing the land busi-
ness and are continually look-
ing into how we can help
our customers. There are
other products that we
offer our customers
which include per- .
sonal loans and cred-

it. We are growing the

sector as well,” Acting

According to Moshiga
the bank is also work-
ing with other agen-
cies which are meant
to change the percep-
tion that is held by the
people towards it The
continued relation-
ships with other insti-

tutions require hard work

'HOW CAN WE HELP:

=%

) I

Y -

FNB's acting COO Dia-
mond Moshiga address-
ing the audience during
the launch at Tubungu.
(Pics: Majaha Nkonyane)

from both parties.
“To all the service providers here,
with special reference to FNB we
thank you for all of your hard work
in assisting to make the client’s
vision a reality. Tubungu Estates
wouldn’t be what it is today with-
out stakeholders like you to drive
it, and for that, we as the devel-
opers sincerely thank
you,” Brian Figueiredo
said.
It was further noted that
the two have worked ona
piece of land that was used
for pineapple fields, accord-
ing to Figueiredo it took a
lot of vision, hard work and
determination to make it into
what it is now where customers
are able to work hard.

——

FOCUSED: Allen
Chambers addre-
ssing the audience
during the launch.

L/BUSINESS

HTS CUSTOM

e

FNB'S NEW RELATIONSHIP
- HIKES SALES BY E8u

THE newly established rela-  was able to hike their salesby sefl-
tionship between First National  ing 29 plots throush FNBand ey
Bank and Sunstar Properties are happy with the activity. This
has brought about a positive  has only happened in Phase Four

of Tubunguandt -y haveimproved

change as the company has
the band as well.

increased their sales to a stag-

. gering E8 million. F inanging
_ This is according to the compa- It was also mentioned that the
ny’s General Manager Mlamuli  campaign the companyis nunning
Maseko. with the bank s 1 ntil July where
“We are grateful to the bank for  there will bean: ‘ierdraw fortheir
the work we are doing with them; ~ customers.
it is out of the newly established The estate agent company accord-
relationship that the company has  ing to Maseko brings the land whilst
been able to record an E8 million  the bank helps with financingand
increase in sales. building. :

Aware “We hopefu! = | thisthecom-
“This has also shifted traffic as  pany will continue to make more
more people are now aware of  sales and draw more customersto.
what is happening in Tubunbgu,”  the business. We are looking for-
Maseko said. ward to assistingmore people get

The company according to Maseko  their dream homes,” he said.

VAL

AND THE WINNER IS: Sanele
Masuku won herself TLB
clearing on her plot with
FNB'S Communications
Specialist Sibusile Sigwane .

SIPA LOOKING FOR INVESTORS TO PARTNER
WITH LOCALS IN DIFFERENT SECTORS

becoming self sufficient, He said lhé :

By Simon Shabangu

THE Swaziland Investment Promotion
Authority has invited investors to
partner with locals in the agro-pro-
cessing, tourism and energy gener-
ation sectors among others.

This was said by SIPA Investment
Manager Martin Dlamini in a presen-
tation he made at the East3Route
Investment Seminar in Mpumalanga.
The seminar was attended by repre-
sentatives from all the five members
of the initiative which has since attract-
ed the Mpumalanga Province which
joined the initiative about two years
back.

Masilela said the country was import-
ing large quantities of produce from
the agro-business sector and called
upon prospective investors to consid-
er the available opportunities. He said

the country was in pursuit of attaining
first world status and has a vision of

country currently trades mostly with
South Aftrica as the country imports
75 per cent produce from South Africa
and also exports the same percentage.

"Iher-e 1s a high demand for the invest-
ments in agro processing, value addi-
tion in manufacturing, life sciences
like health care, pharmaceutical and
supply of medical equipment.

Y Opportunities
_ “There are also plenty opportunities
in the power generation sector as the
country currently relies heavily on the
neighbouring countries for POWer sup-
ply," he said.

He alsp highlighted opportunities in
the tourism sector as the country seeks
to develop new tourist attractions which
need investors to partner with locals.

He made an example of the Malolotja
Home Village project under the Swaziland
National Trust Commission which

seeks to develop a 40-bedroom fami-
ly lodge.

Dlamini also said there are plenty of
opportunities in the mining sector which
investors can also consider.

Documentation

"As SIPA we are also available to
assist investors with the relevant paper-
work and documentation which they
need'to setup. We also assist with get.
ting up working space which is ajgq

readily available" he noted. =, o TR
Meanwhile, the Mpumalanga proy i, . ﬂﬁmﬁ%’f m
cial government through the depart- pm&e et ﬁw‘-
ment of economic developmen : el 2307
tourism also had projects, which pmts-:ﬁ t{e;ﬂlﬁ?ﬁ e
tive investors can partner with throﬁgh @’ mmersa]ﬁ for
their PPP programme. e Bsicn
The seminar was also attended by, slaughter pigs et e

Minister of Tourism, Environmen; and
Comnumication Christopher Gamegze
Senator Lungile Gama and \p VeLi:
Shongwe who are both Chairperso i
of Portfolio Committees in Parliayyer.
MP Hans Steffen who is ajgq ‘:Et.
Chairman of the Matata Grouy, Waz

also present.
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NMC, STAFF DON
ABOUT E44 000 70 S0S

T R

Stories by Majaha Nkonyane

Mbabane |

THE National Maize Corporation

| (NMC) and it’s staff on Wednesday
{ made the first donation to SOS

Children’s Village of E43 632 fol-
lowing the launch »: a fund-raising
drive towards the sustenance of the
latter’s activities through a campaign
dubbed ‘E1.00 Campaign’.

NMC Chief Executive Officer Sabelo

E38 190, donated by the company from
sales of selected Sihlobo Rice and
Umndeni Beans; and ES 442, con-
tributed by the NMC staff, to SOS
Board Vice Chairman Theo Hlophe in
a low-key presentation that took place
at the NMC offices in Matsapha.
Explained

Msibi explained that the main objec-
tive of the campaign was to ensure no
child goes to bed on an empty stom-
ach and to also assist with their needs
at the Village through an innovative
fund-raising strategy, where E1 is col-
lected from unit sales of NMC’s Sihlobo
Rice and Umndeni Beans. Msibi said
they were humbled when staffalso took
the initiative to support the campaign
by contributing E1 per month.

“Initially, the E1 collections were sup-
posed to be from the sale of our Sihlobo
Rice and Umndeni Beans only, but
NMC employees decided to also con-
tribute E1 per month for the last four
months. We are very proud of their
efforts to end hunger and reduce vul-
nerability among the children,” Msibi

Misibi handed two separate cheques of

EI 5y,

DONATION: NMC CFO Marina Healy, NMC CEO Sabelo Msibi

handing over the E5 442 staff cheque to SOS Chairperson
Theo Hlophe, SOS National Director Loretta Mkhonta and
SOS Marketing and Communications Officer Nontobeko
Mbuyane. (Pics: Majaha Nkonyane)

said.

Mesibi also said as part of their Corporate
Social Responsibility, NMC and SOS
Children’s Village opted to set up a
campaign with a strong and reliable
foundation, as opposed to a lump sum
donation.

“Sponsorships are always shrinking,
but children still need access to edu-
cation, food, shelter and care to ensure
a bright future. We have sealed our
partnership with SOS and we will work
with them on other campaigns,”Msibi
said.

Meanwhile,Hlophe, the SOS Vice
Chairperson said his organisation was
very happy with the assistance extend-
ed to them by NMC and it’s staff mem-
bers through the campaign, noting that

donor funds were indeed dwindling.

“SOS serves about 571 families; with
2 341 children in about 11 communi-
ties all around Swaziland. These chil-
dren are all in dire need, and NMC has
brought us a step closer to meeting
these needs,” Hlophe said.

Speaking on behalf of SOS Siblings,
Lysedie Matsimbie, who is a student
at Limkokwing University of Creative
Technology,said she thanked NMC
and her staff on behalf of the other chil-
dren at the various villages.

“NMC is not helping a small group
of children, but they are making a lucra-
tive investment in Swaziland’s future.
These children will definitely come
back to develop the economy and the
families at SOS,” Matsimbie said.

...NMC/SOS partner_s-hip
to provide internships

skills that would make-fflem com-
petentto be considered for field
attachments at NMC. _

“To ensure the employability
of our children, we have asked
to have them attached with NMC
and other corporates. This would
enable them to attain work skills
and experience so that they can
earn a living for themselves,”
Mkhonta said.

Echoing Mkhonta's words,
Nontobeko Mbuyane, also gf
SOS Children’s Villages, said
they were planning to have a

IT is anticipated that the part-
nership between SOS Children’s
Villages and National Maize
Corporation (NMC) will mature
to a level where it would pro-
vide internships for the stu-
dents in the near future.

This was revealed by NMC
Chief Executive Officer Sabelo
Msibi during a presentation of
cheques under the auspices of
the recently launched E1.00 cam-
paign. He said they were still
looking for new avenues to explore
inorder to.aid SOS in their oper-

ations. Meanwhile, SOS Children’s ~ family day for NMC ax}d SOS,
Villages National Director Loretta ~ where staff members will inter-
Mkhonta said they would be  act with and educate the chil-

dren about social skills.

capacitating their children with

-b—.. ' E b .»‘:. -_? ‘-'\.;" <3
PARTNERS: NMC Chief Operations Officer Cyrpian

Lukhele, NMC CEO Sabelo Msibi and SOS National
Director Loretta Mkhonta.

ICTs recognised as a catalyst for SDGs success

' Stories by Hlengiwe Ndlovu

FOLLOWING the expiry of the
Millennium Development Goals, the
United Nations adopted the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGS) and in its
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, ICTs are recognised as
having great prospects, former‘Zarpbna
Information and Communications

Technology Authority (ZICTA) Director

General Mudenda said in a recent ICT
stakeholders workshop organised by
the Federation of Swaziland Employers
and Chamber of Commerce.

She encouraged Swaziland to follow
the best practices in the regulanon of the
ICT industry though waming ﬂ;i:o rlcgu-
lation does not always mean COntro.

The workshop was)t’"acilitated by Global
System Mobile Association (GSMA).
Mudenda said ICTs not only enable b],n
accelerate the achievement of the UN s
17 new SDGs. Oneof Mudenda’s philoso-
phies in ICT regulation is that the student
will be nice if the teacher 18 Tice:

“Regulation is not always about con-
trol. Some things are just pest left to grow.
For instance, Kenya's M-PESA would
not be what it is today if it\n(asovedy reg-
ulated and denied permission t0 £V,
she said.

ICT related statistics in a nutshell

THERE has been a growth of dou-
ble the number of internet users in
developing countries over the last
five years. Mobile cellular subscription
has increased from the 2.2 billion
reported ten years ago to 7.1 billion
as at date.
~ In the last four years there has been
a 14 per cent increase of the 3G pop-
ulation network, from 45 per cent to
"69 per cent. Today statistics indicate
that internet gender gap is decreasing

She explained that the ICT revolution
had been characterised with China becom-
ing the world’s largest Machine to Machine
(M2M) market, with some 50 million con-
nections by 2014.

Developing

She said that China Mobile, China
Telecom and China Unicom, were all
developing M2M businesses with sup-
port from their government, which has
recognised the Internet of Things as a
strategic industry. The government of
China i currently investing USD603 bil-
lion in the M2M ecosystem for 10 years
leading up to 2020. ;

“China wants to see transport, Encrey,

and stands at 1 1 per cent. Mobile broad
band subscription has grown from 0.8
billion in 2010 to an estimated 3.5 bil-
!1011 m 2015. Mobile Broad band pric-
ing has dropped by about 25 per cent
in least developed countries over the
last tl'n*ee years. Fixed broadband prices
surged in 2014. The data revolution
has begun with the world recognising
that the Intemet of Things and Big data
have the potential to address major
developmental challenges globally.

healthcare, education and commerce adapt-
ed to the new trends.

Asa result 100 of it’s cities are now
dcployl_n_g and planning smart grids for
smart cities with all sorts of applications
being devel.oped,” she said, however
acknowledging that this decision though

has many challenges even for China.
She also noted that the global data revo-
lqn_on had begun with the world recog-
nising that the Internet of Things and Big
data have the potential to address major
developmental challenges globally.
3%;;:1;::?;;%} o 0f 2016 there were

ple online i

per cent of the world popumm%mlaticm.tmg .

Zini Build IT promises wonderful
shopping experience

| ByMajaha Nkonyane |

in tackling the issue of economy
boost.

“Weare happy to see the private
sector helping the government of
the.country in boosting the econ-
omy of the country. It is without
a doubt that government alone
c?nﬂ?ot be able 1o help economy
s ¢ Orthe country rise. When there is

Qur strategy is to Wﬁ%?{;j‘% . Seonomic activity in the private
our customers get a wonderful ™ sector the country benefits > h
shopping experience. said. g e

We are also working on giving- = . Itwas noted that

: giving: =1 Itwa other than con-
value for money:#o our custothers,” - - tributing to the economic activi-
he said. ty the new shop will also help in

THE Manzini region is said
not to be the same again after
the opening of the new Build It
which will be called *Zini Build
IT” this is according to Build It
Manager Desmond Henwood.

The newly opened shop is also  addressing the issue of
planning to employ a customet Ploym t-“Theprivatz gec?;:-%nr:
feedback approach, this they will ' “therhelps in addressing the issue
i mum L T I i
Henwood this will allow :ﬂ‘e?fa’ rently has meplg;?scgtc&r :
chance as ahardware store to allow 0PNt and we are looking for?
customers to voice out what they V2" {0 the growth of this entity,”
“Mmmmﬂ‘esﬁ?&e %ﬁém the ‘

The official launch Manzini . - 1Ermore new h;
basedswg_m attended by the “”“ﬁ&?g a change that cus-
and Trade who was represented Mﬁwwmmmm

e are served at the
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Fifth instalment of the
East3Route an inspiration

Stories by Simon Shabangu

MINISTER of Tourism and |

Environmental Affairs Christopher
Gamedze has applauded the
Mpumalanga Province for hosting
the fifth instalment of the East3Route
Initiative which he described as a
huge success and an eye opener to
the local tourism sector.

The minister was speaking during an
interview in Mpumalanga at the
East3Route Initiative which ended on
Thursday evening with a gala dinner
hosted by the Mpumalanga MEC for
Finance Economic Development and
Tourism Sikhumbuzo Kholwane at
=mnotweni Arena in Mbombela.

Minister Gamedze said the business
seminar and the tour of the different
‘o rist attractions offered by that province

321 eye opener to them in that they
realis 1 the potential the country has.

He said there are many tourist attrac-
tions similar to those that the Mpumalanga
Province has which need to be devel-
oped and promoted to add to what the
country already offers to tourists.

“The visit to Mpumalanga has been
a great eye opener we will now go back
home and see which projects we can
develop from what there are currently
in order to complement what this province

B

FIFTH INSTALMENT: Mpumalanga International
Fresh Produce Market Project Manager Zakhele
Kunene briefing the delegates about the project

which is underway.

)

GOOD MOMENT: FESBC CEO D
Nhengethwa, Minister Christopher Gamedze,
Businessman Thabo Magagula and MEC
Sikhumbuzo Kholwane posing for our cameras.

is already offering so that when the
tourists visit Swaziland they see some-
thing different. We will also try to work
with relevant stakeholders to ensure
easy travel to Swaziland for our tourists
as well as the businesses people since
we have heard of the hindrances and
delays at our borders.

That should not be happening because
some of the business people deal with
perishable produce. We will work close-
ly with the Mpumalanga Province
because they are open to business and
they are also the closest among the
members of the East3Route Initiative”
he said. Meanwhile Mpumalanga MEC
Sikhumbuzo Kholwane said the region
needed to consider easing travel among

{

udu i
POSE: Chunky
and Neli Mngomezulu looking amazing on

the night.

INSPIRATION:
" Mpumalanga MEC for
' Finance, Economic
Development and
Tourism Sikhumbuzo

Environmental Affairs

3 Christopher Gamedze
captured at the Galla

Dinner for the

East3Route at

Emnotweni Arena. (Pics:

Simon Shabangu)

the SADC Member states. He said trav-
elling within the region must not be a
hassle especially because the region is
a drive to promote domestic tourism.
He said the region must not only rely
on tourists from abroad stating that
locals must know their countries and
also visit the neighboring countries.

He wondered why the region trusts
animals more than human beings in
that wild animals are allowed easy
access yet human beings do not have
such a privilege. MEC Kholwane also
encouraged the leadership of the SADC
region and the continent at large to con-
sider the issue of one currency to make
trade easy among the countries as well
as the tourists.

B L

Dlamini, Marilyn Sithole

Local farmers to source farm produce closer

LOCAL farmers will source farm
produce closer once the over one bil-
Jion Rand Mpumalanga International
Fresh Produce Market is complete
in about two years’ time.

The delegates had an opportunity to
visit the construction site of the big
farm produce market which will be
the second biggest in South Africa,
which will be a relief to locals as they
now be able to source and sell their

produce closer.

For now they have to travel as far as
Johannesburg and Pretoria to purchase
fresh farm produce to sell locally and
supply the retail market. Briefing the
delegates about the progress of the pro-
ject Zakhele Kunene who is project
Manager said the groundworks and
basic infrastructure set-up has been
finalised stating that already the first
phase has consumed ES00 million.

He said @he total amount to be spent
on the project once it is fully complete
will be in the region of E1.3 billion.
ﬁl?ma:kettslocamdonazwhedafe
fruit tree farm and will be 30 000m™
The road infrastructure and has been
complete‘stating that in about two
months” time the main construction
will commence. He said they are aim-
g at completing the first phase of the
project by 2019.

Kholwane and Swaziland
Minister for Tourism and

CHAT: SIPA's Dr Khanyisile Dlamini and STA's Sipho

Ll

Simelane in a conversation with Minister of Tourism

Christopher Gamedze.
=} ]

PRESENT: House of Assem

Tourism Portfolio

bly

Committee Chairman MP Veli Shongwe, Senate
Tourism Portfolio Committee Chairperson Senator
Lungile Gama and STA Acting CEO Gcinithemba

Fakudze during the dinner.

—

.

SMILES: Neli Mngomezulu, Fo

unate Fyfe and Marilfyn

Sithole posing at the dinner.

‘SME’s must form consortiums
and investment in big business’

THE Chief Executive Officer of
the Federation of the Swaziland
Business Community (FESBC)
Dudu Dlamini has urged local
business people to form consor-
tiums and take advantage of the
many opportunities available
for investments in the
Mpumalanga Provinece.

She said the province is open for
partnerships with locals stating that
the investments require huge sums
of money hence it was key that
business people work as a unit to
be able to access financing to invest
in these projects. “The projects
presented tous are huge ones which
require that people form partner-
ships and work together so that it
is easy for them to get funding ang
stakes in the business opportun;.
ties we saw today.

We will now meet with our mem.
bers and brief them about the oppor-
tunities and further advise them,
on how best they can be able tq
venture into the opportunities avaj).
able this side.

I found the fresh produce pro.
ject very interesting especially
because we are an agricultural
country and this one will presen

more opportunities for investmengg

‘—___"-'___;

and even trading with this project
once it is complete” she said.

She said the federation will also
try and address the problems that
derail business in the entry points
of the country. She said the region-
al business and trade agreements
also need to be harmonise to make
doing business within the region
easy.

Dr. Khanyisile Dlamini of SIPA
shared similar sentiments on the
investments opportunities avail-
able stating that itwas good expo-
sure for the country. She said they
were able to get insight on how
best to link business with tourism
because it is also a big business on
its own.

She said they will now have srate-
gies on how best to link the two
sectors because they have seen
how other municipalities and gov-
emments doit. She said there were
investments opportunities avail-
able and locals must take advan-
tage of these opportunities.

Businesswoman Fortunate Fyfe
said they were excited to be part
of the delegation stating that they
learnt a lot from the seminar and
also got to know on the many oppor-
tunities out there.
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% ; HARARE - Zimbabwe's former
= president Robert Mugabe has
reportedly said that the south-
ern African country needs "the
spirit of Zambia's Kenneth
Kaunda" to bring back unity.
According to notes seen by the
privately-owned Zimbabwe
Independent newspaper, Mugabe
told African Union's Moussa Faki
Mahamat during a courtesy call he
made to the Mugabes' Harare man-
sion this week that the country was
divided on "tribal and regional lines".
Mugabe said that the country was
in need of Kaunda's "One Zambia,

CALLS FOR UNITY:
Former Zimbabwe
President Robert Mugabe.

WE NEED KAUNDA'S SPIRIT IN
THIS COUNTRY - ZIM'S MUGABE

One Nation" concept.

During the meeting that was attend-
ed by senior government officials,
Mugabe candidly told Mahamat
that the country was divided after
amilitary take over last November.

Mugabe was removed from power
after the military temporarily took
control of the country on November
15 - as internal feuding escalated
in the ruling Zanu-PF party over
his succession.

The takeover, which the army
said was targeting Mugabe's cor-
rupt allies, came days after the 94-
year-old leader had fired then deputy

president Emmerson Mnangagwa,
who had strong military ties and
was widely tipped as the likely suc-
CESSOL.

Mugabe's wife Grace had indi-
cated interest in succeeding her
nonagenarian husband.

""This country is now deeply divid-
ed along regional and tribal lines;
that is wrong. We want our own
'One Zimbabwe, One nation'.
Harassing and intimidating people
must stop; witch-hunting against
people must stop," Mugabe was
quoted as saying.

News24 :

Abducted Nigerian
girls' parents to join
Bring Back Our
Girls campaign

DAPCHI -Parentsofschoolgirls newly-
abducted in northeastern Nigeria plan
to join the Bring Back Our Girls move-
ment that gained global prominence in
a bid to win freedom for their girls, a
community leader said last Friday.

Islamist militant group Boko Haram is
suspected to have kidnapped scores of girls
today from a school in Dapchi village, Yobe
state. Most are thought to be teenagers.

It would be the largest mass abduction
since Boko Haram took more than 270
schoolgirls from the northeastern town of
Chibok in 2014, sparking an online cam-
paign that went viral and spurring several
governments into action to try and find them.
Reuters

MDC spokesperson
quits amid mounting
succession battles

HARARE — Zimbabwe's main opposition, the
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC)
party's spokesperson Obert Gutu, has report-
edly quit amid growing succession battles.
The MDC party was reportedly embroiled in a
power struggle even before the death of its founder,
Morgan Tsvangirai on February 14,
Tsvangirai, the country’s fiercest opponent of
former president Robert Mugabes tyrnnical 37-
year rule, died at the age of 65 at a hospital in
South Africa where he had been ing treat-
ment for colon cancer. Threeof the party's deputy
president were at logger heads over who would
lead the party followIng his demise. The south-
ern African country was alsoduetohold its elec-
tions in four to five months time, According to
the state-owned Herald newspaper, Gutu resigned
from the party last Wednesday, a day after the
party's youths attacked tWo of the party's senior

leaders. Reuters

Nigeria's president calls mass
schoolgirl abduction ‘natio

ABUJA - Nigerian President
Muhammadu Buhari last
Friday called the abduction of
scores of girls from a school in
the northeast by the Islamist
militant group Boko Haram a
national disaster and said he
was sending more troops and
reconnaissance aircraft to look
for them.

There is confusion over the

number missing after last Monday's
attack, with estimates ranging
from around 50 to more than 100.
A roll-call at the girls' school in
the village of Dapchi, Yobe state,
last Tuesday showed 91 students
were absent. The kidnapping
may be one of the largest since
Boko Haram abducted more than
270 schoolgirls from the north-
eastern town of Chibok in 2014

. 3/
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NATIONAL DISASTER:
Nigerian President
Muhammadu Buhari.

Many of those girls are still being
held, though others have escaped
or been freed for ransom.

"This is a national disaster. We
are sorry that this could have hap-
pened and share your pain," Buhari

nal disaster’

said in a statement directed to
the parents of the missing girls.

Earlier in the week, he sent
more security forces and a min-
isterial team to the area.

Boko Haram, whose name
roughly translates as "Western
education is forbidden" in the
Hausa language, is trying to cre-
ate a state adhering to a strict
interpretation of Islamic law.

The United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) said the tragedy
of the Chibok girls' abduction
had not been forgotten and
described the latest kidnapping
as a "new horror".

It said more than 2 295 teach-
ers hade been killed and almost
1 400 schools destroyed since
the jihadist insurgency began in
2009. Reuters

DRC police fire bullets, tear gas on

KISANGANI - At least two

ple were wounded as police
fired live bullets and tear gas
yesterday to break up a banned

. protest against Democratic

Republic of Congo l.’residen.t
Joseph Kabila in Kisangani,
the country's third largest city,
an AFP reporter said.
Hundreds started marching after
mass at the city’s cathedral but
were di by security forces.
The AFP journalist said at least
two people suffered bullet injuries.
The church-backed protest
against President Joseph K_ablla's

the Lay Coortﬁmcmnﬂ;e
(CLC), an organisation clmz: 0
the church and an influential

i d spiritual force.
e

PROTEST: Two people were wounded as police

anti-Kabila rally
gy '";

e

fired live bullets and tear gas yesterday to break
up a banned protest against DR Congo President

Joseph Kabila.

Eve and January 21 saw a total
of 15 people kilied by secusity
fforees, accordims to tolls given
by organisers amd the United
Natious.

The gowernment said just twic
people died in those prow.. *¥

|
&

Kabila was due to stamd down
from office in Decemibar 2016,
endimg hits second efiectind term,
st e Trems controverszallly stayed
on umder laws enabling him to
retain power until his sucoessor

Detains, summons media workers

CASABLANCA - Moroccan police on Saturday
detained a journalist and summoned for ques-
tioning two employees from an independent
media group, a day after its outspoken pub-
lisher was detained, his newspaper said.
Prominent publisher and journalist Taoufig
Bouachrine, known for editorials critical of
authorities in the North African country, was
arrested last Friday during a raid by 20 plain-
clothed policemen on the Akhbar al-Yaoum
daily in Casablanca. The authorities have not
given the reas.. for his detention. Bouachrine,
49, has faced repeated legal cases in the past
for allegedly defzming officials. AFP

C Africa deploys troops to fiashpoint
BANGUI - The govemment of Central African
Republic deployed troops alongside United
Nations peacekeepers on Saturday to a flash-
point district on Bangui after clashes between
rival groups left at least three people dead. "The
government must restore peace," said Security
Minister General Henri Wanzet Liguissara in
aspeech broadcast on national radio. Peacekeepers
from the UN's MINUSCA force were deployed
with government forces in the fractious PK5
and KMS5 districts of Bangui "to take out all
those who don't want peace and want weapons
to sound out," throughout KMS, the minister
said. AFP

New law brings hope to abused women

TUNIS - After years of "manipulation” by her
husband, mother of two Sameh is filing for
divorce, thanks to a new Tunisian law broad-
ening the defi- ‘
nition of vio-
lence against |
women. -
The law, passed
in July, entered
into force on
February 1,
finally provid-
ing Sameh with
the tool she
needs to divorce her husband who she says has
been psychologically and financially abusing
her. For the past 15 years, Sameh, a teacher and
45-year-old mother of two teenage girls, has
been forced to hand over her entire salary to
her husband. She told AFP it took her that long
to realise that he had been "manipulating" her,
but when she woke up to the reality she decid-
ed to act. Reufers

Archaeologists find ancient necropolis

TUNA AL-GABAL - Egypt's Antiquities
Ministry has announced the discovery of an
ancient necropolis near the Nile Valley city of
Minya, south of Cairo. The ministry said on
Saturday that the large cemetery is located north
of Tuna al-Gabal area, a vast archaeological
site on the edge of the western desert. It includes
several burial shafts and hosts more than 1 000
statues and some 40 sarcophagi as well as other
artifacts. Antiquities Minister Khaled al-Anani
said the necropolis is host to members of dif-
ferent families and is believed to date back to
the pharaonic Late Period and the Ptolemaic
era. AP

Ethiopia ruling party to pick new PM

ADX5iS ABABA - Ethiopia's ruling coalition
vll meet to choose a new prime minister this

" week, aparty official said on Saturday. Hailemariam
Desalegn resigned as prime minister last week
after ordering a mass prisoner amiesty and days
of protest in Africa's second most-populous
coumitry. A state of @amanpency wasdechzred thy:
fiwllowing day. The 180-member c. yomsil of the
milimg Fiviopian People’s Revolutionar - Dmmeertic
Firomt (EPRDF) would decide on  ismplan-

ment, said Kassahun Gofi, Publicit, Thicf+
the largest of the four parties in the ¢~ -
the Oromo Peoples' Democrati Orga,

(OPDOQ). AFP



TUMATOF

JOHANNELBURG - Pr . ecutors
analysing ormer presid nt Jacob

Zuma’s iy presentations Lo avoid his

day in court have recomnended that
all charges against him be reinstated.

City Press has reliably leamt that a
ieam of five senior prosecutors unani-
mously recommended last Friday that
Zuma face all charges that were previ-
ously withdrawn against him.

They are believed to have signed a
memorandum which was handed to
National Director of Public Prosecutions
Shaun Abrahams last Friday, informing
him of their recommendations.

Zuma is expected to face 18 charges
of corruption, money laundering and
racketeering, originating from 783 ques-
tionable payments he received.

This could be the first of several legal
battles faced by Zuma who was recent-
ly forced by the ANC to resign. He is
expected to be the central focus of an
upcoming commission of inquiry into
state capture.

Since last Wednesday the team of pros-
ecutors has been working around the
clock, putting together an indictment
detailing the charges that Zuma and his
co-accused will finally face after years
of protracted legal wrangling.

Sources within the security cluster said
although there were several disagree-
ments and squabbles over who should
remain part of the team that would pros-
ecute Zuma, they all agreed he failed to
make a compelling argument to have
his charges dropped.
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NO TURNING BACK: Former SA President Jacob Zuma.

“There is no turning back. Zuma has
to have his day in court. I cannot imag-
ine Abrahams ignoring the recommen-
datious of five prosecutors he appoint-
ed to guide him with this decision,” said
an NPA insider.

“In fact, KwaZulu-Natal prosecutions
boss Moipone Noko insisted in December
that Zuma should have appeared in court

14 days after the court ruled the deci-
sion to drop the charges was irrational.

“She [Noko] was overruled by her boss
Shaun Abrahams who wanted to give
Zuma another chance to make repre-
sentations,” said a prosecutor privy to
the details.

Noko could not be reached for com-

ot s —-".-
S e o L S ERF

ment.

Sources said Zuma and other partics
involved in the matter will be informed
first, after which a public announcement
will be made of the decision.

Security cluster sources told City Press
that Zuma will be joined by two co-
accused, including representatives of
Thint holdings (Southern Africa) Pty
Ltd and Thint (Pty) Ltd, from whom he
allegedly received bribes.

Zuma’s first court appearance and a
trial date have yet to be determined.

City Press has leamt that Zuma will be
accused number one in the case, fol-
lowed by the companies, when he appears
before the High Court in Pietermaritzburg,

News24

Cabinet post for
Senzo Mchunu
on the cards?

DURBAN - SENZO Mchunu, the man who
once vowed to rather “go hungry” than accept
deployment to the National Assembly, is about

to become a Cabinet minister.

Speculation is rife that he'll be part of President

Cyril Ramaphosa’s revamped Cabinet.

While Ramaphosa has played his cards close
to his chest about a much-talked-about reshuf-
fle. it has been rumoured that he wanted to place
some of his allies in the Cabinet he inherited

from Jacob Zuma this month.

But first Ramaphosa would have to deal with
the vacant deputy president post, which many
believed would be announced before the end of
the week. The names of Minister of Human
Settlements Lindiwe Sisulu and ANC Deputy
President David “DD"” Mabuza are being bandied

about as strong possible candidates.

Political Analyst Thabani Khumalo said

b ; | o

OPPO

SOSHANGUVE - The Democratic
Alliance will mobilise and march
to the National Treasury to oppose
the one per cent increase in VAT,
from 14 to 15 per cent, announced
in the budget this week, DA leader
Mmusi Maimane said on Saturday.

"We want to march here in Tsfhwane,
20 to Treasury and say we reject the

SITION: DA Leader Mmusi Maimane.

e

DA plans march against VAT increase

ing the people," he said at the rally
to launch the DA's national petition
opposing the VAT increase,

"[The] VAT [increase] is a crime
against our people, it is people pay-
ing taxes for the ANC's misman-
agement.

Budget
We are now of the complete vi
that the [budget] bill haspto co\;iw

R36m flushed away in
eThekwini toilet debacle

DURBAN - A confidential report
has revealed how R36.1 million
was flushed down the drain after
two senior officials at eThekwini
Municipality allegedly authorised
prepayment to four companies that
failed to supply toilet facilities to
impoverished communities.

According to the report by the city’s
Integrity and Investigative Unit (CIIU),
2 200 Urine-Diversion (UD) toilets
were to be supplied to communities
and schools in 31 rural and semi-
urban municipal wards, including
KwaXimba.Cato Ridge and
KwaNyuswa.

The expected start date of the pro-
Jject was December.

However, the report, which was
seen by the Sunday Tribune, revealed
no toilets had been built. It also delved
into other procurement flaws.

But the implicated companies,
Magubane Plant and Contractors,
Uhlanga Trading Enterprise, Soundrite
Sound and Temblos SA collective-
ly refuted the allegations.

Three companies each received a
share of R2.5m, while Temblos SA,
which later became a part of the deal,
after signing a cession agreement,
pocketed R28.3m.

Payment was made in December
before work was done, the report
read. The companies agreed to sup-
ply each toilet at R18 300.

However, according to the report,
investigators established that the price
charged for the toilets had nearly dou-
bled. UD toilets charged R9 300 in
August 2016.

The investigation was prompted

after the city received an anonymous
call in December. Citizen

Africa needs young, vibrant and
innovative leaders - Machel

JOHANNESBURG - Africa's youth
and women need to stand up and
take charge as the continent's new
leaders.

That was the message delivered by
former first lady Graca Machel in
Johannesburg on Saturday, at the
Aftican Leadership Academy (ALA).

"Africa does not need leaders who
are 75 or 65 years old. We need lead-
ers who are young, vibrant, innov-
ative and who the continent's youth
can relate to."

Machel, speaking at the 10-year
celebration of ALA, called on Aftica's

YOUNG LEADERS: Former
first lady Graca Machel,

emerging young leaders to remain
committed to the cause for the devel-
opment of Africa. Citizen

'FUNDING HIGHER EDUCATION
IS AFFORDABLE, BUT WE MUST
CUT SOMEWHERE ELSE'

CAPE TOWN - Uncertainties
around whether government fund-
ing of free higher education is sus-
tainable have arisen in the wake
of Minister of Finance Malusj
Gigaba’s allocation of R57billion
for the policy.

With no clear indication that a fiyl]
costing proposal has been established,
the next three years will form a road

- map that will determine how gov-

emment approaches future funding
models. Currently the policy will
accommodate first-year students
whose parents eamn not more than
R350 000 a year. Returning students
who are dependent on the National
Student Financial Aid Scheme’s

strides in shrinking expenditure and
cutting debt, sustaining the policy

Wil be challenging. This as govern-

ment spending increased from
R1.67trillion to R1.94trillion.

It we want to spend on universi-
ties, then we have to cut from some-
where else." “Currently total state
spending is too much. The state must

get smaller and spend less
because the state’s debt
levels are just rising
and rising and it is
already becoming
unsustainable.”
News24

Ramaphosa must axe Zuma supporters.
“1 don’t know what Minister of Social
* Development Bathabile Dlamini is doing in
Cabinet, except to think that she thinks she s
bigger than everyone else because of her close
relationship with Zuma,” Khumalo said.
- He said przople like Mchunu and former trea-
ier-general, Zweli Mkhize, would inspire con-
6.1, 50 ahead of the Minister of Water Affairs
zind 7 sitation, Nomvula Mokonyane. eNCA

idea of an increase in VAT because
it will make out people poor," he said
at a DA rally in Soshanguve, north
of Pretoria in Gauteng. :
The increase in VAT, along witha
"huge increase in fuel levies", would
result in an increase in food and trans-
port costs for all South Afncans.
"Instead of cutting the cabinet, the

Affican National Congress is assault-

to Parliament [and] when it comes
to parliament we will reject jt
even on the day of that vote peu-
ple will be marching," Mai;lmne
said

Maimane was acco.mpanied
Gauteng leader John Moodg gﬁ;

City of Tshwane mayor Solly .

Msimanga. News24

(NSFAS) loans will from this

year have them converted into

a bursary. |
In his Budget speech Gigaba

said the plan will be rolled oyt

in the coming years to accom-

modate all students, L
Economist Dawie Roodtsaid  AF,

until government takes serious ¢ F’:'?.RDABLE: SA Minister

e Malusi Gigaba.
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CHINA - The UN Security Council

—
has unanimously approved a res

_ isly 0-
fution demfmdmg a 30-day cease-fire
across Syr.la 'without delay’ to deliv- 3
er humanitarian aid ¢q millions and

evacuate the cril]'cally ill and wound-

ed. : | '
The sponsors, Kuwait and Sweden, . ;
amended the resolution late Jast Friday 7

ina last-minute attempt to get Russian

support, dropping a d d th ; ; . . T . . : ;
B ot ke st ig‘;‘;‘;um'“‘_‘ the —__after the US blasts Russia for 'stalling' on talks amid claims 500 civilians have died during a week of bombing raids

The resolution comes as air strikes on ooy R s : - ey . _.}_,
g 2 . s

the Syrian rebel enclave of Eastern
Ghouta on Saturday took the civilian
degth toll from seven days of devas-
tating bombardment to more than 500.

As she headed into the meeting, US
Arnbassaqor Nikki Haley said: “Today
weare going to see if Russia has a con-
| science.”
| _“Every minute the council waited on
Russia, the human suffering grew,' the
US ambassador to the UN, Nikki Haley,
told the Security Council, accusing
Russia of stalling,

“As they dragged out the negotiations,
the bombs from Assad's fighter jets
continued to fall. In the three days it -

took us to adopt this resolution, how  yymg. gy 8 - e o — . v .. e
many mothers lost their children tothe VO 1 £+ US Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley (left) speaks to China's ambassador to the UN Ma Zhaoxu

bombing and the shelling?' before the United Nations Security Council vote. BOMBED: Smoke billows following a regime air strike on the rebel-held
Russian Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia ~ town of Haza, in the besieged eastern Ghouta region. (R) WOUNDED: Wounded children are seen in a hospital in the

"eje.“edt;‘:tcufa’m_"s,Offmt‘dm%i‘:egé besieged toewn of Douma, East Ghout.
fgyalgfve Zt gbggxizt;?jn;o?:rze[;seﬁm for Human Rights said at least 35 civil-  ally in 2015, has denied any direct }700 GMT as negotiations_ continued Moscow said'that itvyantcd to include
that was 'feasible.’ ians were killed in Saturday's strikes, involvanmzinﬁe];"astm()houta bom- in an effort to avert a Russian veto. a 30-day calming period to allow for
Sweden's UN AJMT Olof Skoog including eight children. A night of bardment. US Pm;dn?ntDona]d Tn'lmp UN S_ecung Council members h_a_d aid de!iyenes and medical evacuations
Saidibefore the vote that theecolition.. Peavy bombardment sparked fires in  last Friday said Rl_l,ssm's recentactions  been discussing a cessation of hqshh- but critics say that as the main e_llly of
eonld de-escalate violence and save residential districts, it said. in Syria were a 'disgrace’. ties for the- last mon‘th. to allow aid to Prf_:mdent Bashar a_l—Assad, itis in fgct
fives The Observatory has said the airsiikes.  Last Fridaythe vote ona UN-backed ~ be broughtin and the injured tobe taken ~ suing 'for more time. The Security
uﬂ; UN 2 d i are being carried out by Syrian and  ceasefire was again delayed by atleast  out. But negotiations hav_e been t->ogged Council me:mbers were unable to agree
% CONVOYS Znd CVAsHaton  pssian forces. Moscow, which inter- 24 hours. But on Saturday, the meet- ~ down over a number of issues, includ-  on the precise language that could gain

teams are ready to go,” he said. e h : S » . - . :
The Britain—bzsed%}fﬁan Observatory vened militarily in support of its Damascus  ingagain failed to start as Sf:hedu[ed at  ing when the ceasefire should begin.  Russia's support. (Daily Mail)
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" FINGCORP hereby invites suitably qualified local integrated security services system (ISSS) specialists, currently
| registered with the Construction Industry Council (CIC) for the supply, installation, commissioning and guarantee
| of the ISSS to the above project, situated at comer of Gwamile & Dabede Streets in the Mbabane Central |
| Business District. The 1SSS tender #SD18ISSS/FHO has been unbundled into the following packages with

distinct tender numbers: i

|
il
5%
{
)

. Structured Cabling: FHO - 1/02/2018
. Data Centre Air-Conditioning and Ventilation: FHO - 2/02/2018

1

2

3. Data Centre Fire System and Suppression: FHO - 3/02/2018
4. Data Centre Environmental Monitoring: FHO — 4/02/2018
5
6.
7

. Access Control System: FHO — 5/02/2018
CCTV / Surveillance System; FHO — 8/02/2018
" Unified Communications & Wi-Fi: FHO — 7/02/2018

R ST

The scope of works is detailed in the tender documents which may be obtained as from 10:00 am on Monday,
26® February 2018, at FINCORP offices, (physical address below) on payment of a non-refundable deposit of
E500.00 (cash payment only) for the tender package. i

FINCORP ;
7t Floor, Dhlanubeka Building
Corner of Mdada & Lalufadlana Streets

R st o : . MBABANE !
o ST T Jisctee Bargammg I ) T WRCE I " Please. note that there shall be no compulsory site inspection, however, should a Tenderer wish to familiarise |
Zpatin AR AT - AE1 it @ THE ROV BTSN, himself wit

SR ‘ the following documents;
el must be accompanied by . ! y ) -
ger::;f;.smce;pt canfirming payment for the tender documents, Preaf of regisiration with CIC, Certified Validi Tax

{ Sart IO | Compliance Cerificate, Certifisd Valid Trading Licence, Audied Financial Statements for the fast 3 years, '
Tage LW MEEET 5 hr : Company Profile with CV's of key personnel, Workmen's, Compensation, Labour Complisnce Certificate, |
y ‘ . Staterent of joint ventures / partnerships (if tendering as a % or partnership), Tender Bord, Names and contact
cratria” = Detwnr by Bmploys! — | details of at least three (3) recent reference customers. ]

NOT LATER than Mamnday, 26" March 2018 @ 12 noon, deposiled in the tender box

h the site, then arrangements could be made upon request.

Coallieries g VT [T S Pubiic
B -

vananon O

eal ! .. E2R0 Tenders are to be retumed x
4 « Sacinl SEo at the physical address mentioned above. Tendiers must be andessd in a sealed emvditpre, daled and marked

swaziiant i s . FirES - INTEGRATED SECURITSIERUIES SYSTEM CONTRACT TENDER'™ N late. |
poforms @nd e Wiy Jmpect - : SE;NW ‘ﬁ:\b[;c;‘;ﬂm No facsimills, E:mail or eiffest fforms aif submission will be accepted exce, %% the

presoitbedi.

o lmwes! temdier orany tender nor give any reason for the.ac, bee
FINCORP does not kindiiitself to accept the "
or rejectiin of 2 tender, For enquiries, plisas= send temtierqueries to E-mail: sdfc@fincorp.co.sz

ATTENE

T SHOULD

e .
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UN backs Syria
ceasefire as jeath
toll tops .00

NEW Y€, K - The UNf lecnrity Council
has unarimously demanded a 30-day
ceasefire in Syria, as new air strikes on
the rebel enclave of Eastern Ghouta took
the civil]an death toll from seven days of
bembing to more than 500.

With support from Russia, the Security
Council adopted a resolution on the cease-
fire to allow for humanitarian aid deliveries
and medical evacuations, but the measure
did not specify when the truce would go into
force beyond saying it should be "without
delay.”

After the council vote on Saturday, Syrian
warplanes backed by Russian air power
launched new raids on a town in Eastern
Ghouta, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said.

At least 127 children are among the 519
dead in the bombing campaign that the regime
launched last Sunday on the rebel enclave,
just outside Damascus, the British-based
monitor said.

Atleast41 civilians were killed in Saturday's
strikes. including eight children. Russia has
denied taking part in the assault.

Quickly following up on the vote, French
President Emmanuel Macron and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel spoke by phone
yesterday with Russian President Vladimir
Putin to push for the truce to take hold "in
the coming days," the Elysee palace said in
a statement.

To this end France's Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian will also go to Moscow tomor-
TOW.

World leaders have expressed outrage at
the plight of civilians in Eastern Ghouta.

The enclave is surrounded by government-
controlled territory, and its 400,000 residents
are unwilling or unable to flee the deadly
siege. Reuters

China seeks to scrap term limit,

ADMINISTRATION FROM
ENDING OIL GAS WASTE RULE

WASHINGTON - A US court
temporarily blocked the Trump
administration from delaying
or ending an Obama-era rule
aimed at preventing oil and
gas leaks during production,
according to court documents,
marking the fourth time either
Congress or the courts have
upheld the rule’s implemen-
tation.

The US District Court for the
Northem District of California,
in an order filed on Thursday,
granted the states of California
and New Mexico’s bid for a pre-
liminary injunction and denied
the administration’s request to
move the trial to another court
venue in Wyoming.

Its decision was part of a law-
suit filed by the two western US
states against US Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke and the Bureau of
Land Management in a case that
was combined with another filed
by a coalition of 17 groups, includ-
ing the Sierra Club environmental
advocacy organisation and sev-
eral tribal groups.

The rule, finalised in November
2016, took effect in January 2017
and was aimed at reducing leaks
of natural gas, or methane, that
happen through venting and flar-
ing during oil production on fed-
eral land. The Obama adminis-

BLOCKED: US President Donald Triump.

tration said that venting of methane
cost taxpayers over $330 million
a year in lost revenues from nat-
ural gas.

In his ruling, US District Judge
William Orrick said he granted
the request for an injunction given
that the bureau’s “reasoning
behind the Suspension Rule is
untethered to evidence contra-
dicting the reasons for imple-
menting the Waste Prevention
Rule,” adding that the plaintiffs
were likely to prevail on the mer-
its of their case.

“They have shown irreparable

injury caused by the waste of
publicly owned natural gas,
increased air pollution and asso-
ciated health impacts, and exac-
erbated climate impacts,” the
judge wrote in his decision.
Orrick also said the lawsuits
addressed the administration’s
“alleged failure to justify a dif-
ferent rule,” not the substance of
the rule that is part of other legal
issues before the US District
Court of Wyoming. The Wyoming
court has separately denied an
injunction to block the rule.
Reuters

Beijing protests US

Xi could stay in office indefinitely
BEIJING - China's ruling i -
Communist Party on Sunday set 9 : ;
the stage for President Xi Jinping
to stay in office indefinitely, with
a proposal to remove a constitu-
tional clause limiting presidential
service to just two terms in office.

Xi, 64. is currently required by the
couniry's Constitution to step down
as president after two five-year terms.
Nearing the end of his first term, he
will be formally elected to a second
at the annual meeting of China's large-
Iy rubber-stamp Parliament opening
on March 5.

There is no limit on his tenure as
the party and military chief, though

STAYING: President Xi

amaximum ] 0-year term is the norm. S

He began his second term gsc hiaed of‘ d‘::l ’:g:) :gon

the and military in October a : o .

the !e)mf a once-every-five-years The Communlst Party of Chu\ﬁ

party congress. Central Committee pmpOSBdl:.g rer?:n z
The announcement, carried by state  theexpression that the presicen :

:  Xinhua, gave few details,  vice-president ofthe People's Republic

kit o of China 'shall serve no more than

It said the proposal had been made
> the party's Central Committee, the
1arg.< o its elite ruling bodies. The
marasl also covers the vice presi-

two consecutive terms' fiom the.coun-
try's Constitution," Xinhua said.
Reuters

sanctions on Chinese firms
over North Korea ties

BEIJING - Beijing has protest-
ed against Washington's decision
to impose sanctions against Chinese
companies accused of conduct-
ing illicit economic deals with
North Korea, the foreign min-
istry said.

US President Donald Trump Jast
Friday announced measures tar-
geting more than 50 North Korea-
linked shipping companies, vessels
and trade businesses, hailing the
package as the "heaviest sanctions
ever" levied on the nuclear-armed
regime. The measures, which the
US says are aimed at forcing

Pyongyang to roll back its banned

nuclear and weapons programmes,
apply to companies located or reg-
istered in North Korea, China,
Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Marshall Islands, Tanzania, Panammg
and Comoros.

Washington has been locked in a
nuclear standoff with Pyongyang,

which is trying to develop missiles
that could deliver an atomic weapon
to major US cities, and the sanc-
tions are designed to put the squecze
on North Korea's already precari-
ous economy and fuel supply.

"China is strongly opposed to the
United States' long-arm jurisdic-
tion and unilateral sanctions on
Chinese entities and individuals,"
foreign ministry spokesperson Geng
Shuang said on Saturday.

"We have lodged solemn repre-
sentations to the United States and
asked the US to immediately cease
the wrong practice so as to avoid

undermining relevant cooperation

between the two sides," he added.

China, North Korea's only major
ally, has steadfastly rebuffed
Washington's calls for a full oil
embargo - fearing the chaotic col-
lapse of the Pyongyang regime -
but has accepted caps agreed atthe
UN. News24

| Catholics protest bil to legalise divorce

MANILA - Around 2 000 Roman Catholic
Filipinos protested in Manila on Saturday against
a push to legalise divorce, with church groups
also using the "Walk for Life" march to slam
President Rodrigo Duterte's deadly drugs war.
The pre-dawn protest was organised by church
groups worried about the possible passage of a
divorce bill, which is being championed by Duterte's
allies in Congress. The Catholic Church counts
about 80 per cent of Filipinos as followers, and

its lobbying has helped to make the Philippines
the only state in the world aside from the Vatican

where divorce is illegal. Abortion and same sex
marriage are also outlawed. AFP

Angry French farmers boo Macron

PARIS - France’s Emmanuel Macron was booed
by angry farmers on Saturday during his first visit
as president to the country’s main agricultural fair,
amid rising discontent over producer prices,
European Union trade talks and Chinese land
purchases. Macron was greeted by jeering farmers
and activists soon after his arrival at the southern
Paris showground, before stopping to talk policy
with a group of hecklers. Elected last May, France’s
centrist president has promised five billion euros
(£44 billion) in agricultural investment as well
as minimum farm prices to prevent producers
selling at a loss. Reuters

‘Party wants new customs union with EU'

LONDON - Britain’s opposition Labour party
will back staying in a new customs union with
the European Union,
its Brexit policy chief
said - a move that
would smooth the
path of commerce
with the bloc but limit
Britain’s ability to
strike free trade deals
with other countries.
Keir Starmer said
yesterday his party
had agreed that if it wins power it should negotiate
to create a new customs union with the bloc. His
comments, to the BBC, were made ahead of a
speech by Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn yesterday
when he is expected to clarify the party’s position
on Brexit. Reuters

Shooting survivors target NRA-finked companies

WASHINGTON - Survivors of a mass shooting
ata Florida high school are hoping to expand the
reach of their gun control movement by seeking
a boycott of companies doing business with the
NRA and urging tourists to boycott the Sunshine
State. A growing number of companies have
announced that they are cutting or reducing ties
with the NRA. They are responding to a boycott
movement on Twitter, where petitions are circulating
against companies that offer discounts to NRA
members. The NRA responded in an email on
Saturday, calling the companies actions "a shameful
display of political and civic cowardice”. AFP

. Storms dump rain across US Midwest

KENTUCKY - A band of thunderstorms reaching
g‘:r?lsz the lower Mississippi Valley into Ohio on
= trhr;g]tk] lled Kentucky woman in her home
e seeﬂed more flooding in an area that has
The stﬁrmen Evacuations because of high water.

ssible System packing hail, high winds and
b 10 o omados was forecast to drop from five
s m:z)‘;f"ﬂm by early Sunday from Arkansas
fash ] 10 Valley. Much of the area was under
by rain n e, e OF Watches afler being saturated
Service saig l:a-‘a:t Week or so, t.he_ National Weather
TS large‘ Itsa pretty high-impact event over
the agency "Bob Oravec, a forecaster with
Park, M $ Weather Prediction Center in College

» Matyland, sqiq by telephone. Reuters
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. res from different spinners in the likes
. of DJ Cece, Supa CDQ,

. Master P to name a few.
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CHANNEL O lady spinner Ms
posmo lived up to expectations dur-
ing the re-launch of the classy and
elegant Dé&ja Vu Cocktail Lounge
at Esibayeni Lodge, Matsapha on
Friday night.

Thg well attended re-launch saw
the Aids Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
under the leadership of Thulani Mtetwa
giving away T-shirts, caps and con-
doms to fun lovers.

Fun lovers were not only treated to
an eye-appealing revamped lounge
but they also danced to different gen-

Fantacy, Lungster, 1D and '
Pt

NCE: Fans were

LETS DA

Ms Cosmo who was
' the headliner of the show | ) having a great time on the
took the decks from DJ dance floor.
Fantasy at
lamand the hottest female DJs, in fact the
dance floor first and only female DJ on
came fo life, Channel O Bassment ren-
Mixed dered ‘Baddest’ by AKA,
The spin- ‘Particular’ by Nasty
i mner mixed L C and got the VIP
songs from . ticket holders danc-
. different ’u!ligu;iastgr;?when
genres whi © she played ‘forma-
e T ot tion’pbyyBeyonce to

included hip

name a few.
# Whilst on the decks, the DJ
“| got people taking selfies next
{ to her, some recording her with

house, with rev-

i iation | their phones as she played.
g}t?lle)?;g?;g;s ‘ o | All l1?!16: deejays brou_ght their
rendered by the B A game a_nclmade the night wor-

! DI. ‘ thy of being out.

The spinner who &

| isarguably onc of g EAR CANDY: DJ Mbo

| South Africa’s o .  endod:

MASTER:
DJ
Master P
getting
the
shoties
_ dancing-

-

-
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LADIES:
the camera

Yolanda, Phoenix, Tyra, Wakhile, Nenekazi, Sandzi and Sakhile po
pefore the start of the re-launch, :

- NEWS

. REVIEWS

- STAR SIGMS

- CELEBRITY WATCH
. CARTOONS

| . W
GO DOWN: These fans were having some fun on the
dance floor as they danced to Ms Cosmo’s music during
the re-launch of the Déja Vu Cocktail Lounge at
Esibayeni Lodge last Friday Night. (Pic: Lusito Tsela)

=

FEELING IT: Headliner Ms
Cosmo feeling the track as
 she entertains revellers.
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7, SO THERE: The audience

i By Nomfundo Sifundza —l

SHIE became the change she wanted to
see in the world.

The character of LaSimelane in the play
“The Change’ that took place at the Swaziland
Theatre Club for three consecutive days
showcased how women could be the change
they want to see in the world.

The play started off with a narration of how
parliamentarian Absalom Mahlobo abused
his wife LaSimelane physically and emo-
tionally who later tipped the scales.

Mahlobo then felt his wife’s wrath after
she found out one of his ‘grave’ secrets.

The play that was made possible by the
Association of Swaziland Theatre Groups
(ASTG) in partnership with the Swaziland
Theatre Club and Arterial Network show-
cased how sometimes the very people in
power that are meant to make laws against
Gender Based Violence are the ones abus-
ing their significant othess.

Mahlobo is a parliamentarian who obtained

his power by killing his first born son with
t:lle aid ofan Inyanga he has to pay awhoop-
ing E10 000 in order for him to return and
maintain his seat in Parliament,

He has two wives but comes home to intro-
duce his new girifriend to his wife L aSimelane
who is supposed to tend to the new woman
and respect her in their ‘mans’ presence.

It is after Mahlobo has left for work that
LaSimelane confronts the new girlfriend and
makes her understand that women are caus-
ing their own problems in this life.

“If this was your husband bringing anoth-
er woman home, how would you feel? Yet
here you are in my bed and expecting me to
tend to you,” she asked.

Speaking to attendees that had attended
the play from Thursday whilst others picked
between Friday and Saturday to attend, the
play was a good start for the resurrection of
theatre groups in the country.

ASTG Secretary Thembinkosi ‘TeeKay’
Mthethwa said theatre fanatics should look
forward to more plays as it is on their man-

date to host one play every month for the
rest of the year.

THOKOZA: The sangoma in action before visitation by Mahlobo.

.
3
-~

=

/2 > g

to return to Parliament from his inyanga.

paying attention to the play.
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IN THE ACT: Mahlobo shocked
as he finds his wife undressing
another man who is a journalist.

THAK YOU: The cast of ‘The Change’ play about to take a bow at the end
of the three-day long showcase at the Swaziland Theatre Club on Saturday.
(Pics: Nomfundo Sifundza)

. F - S
IN ACTION: Parliamentarian Absalom
Mahlobo preparing for his wife
LaSimelane to sit on the couch after
she flipped the script on him.
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FAMILY: Archie Magwaza came with his wife
Sandzisile and son.

Tiale Makhene delivers
spiendid performance

owner Archie Magwaza and his fam-  here at The Place, we at Bahle Art
ily, rapper KrTC, Actress Lenyelenhle ~ Gallery in Mbabane. Last year we host-
Malaza, singer Khole and artist Honest ~ ed Tlale at Bahle and today we are
Mhlanga who was on his game mak-  here. We want people to know our
ing a beautiful portrait of Makheneon artists. We are still going to have a
the side whilst he was performing. series of such shows where different
Speaking to the show’s organiser artists with deep artistic spirit will come
Legendary Event’s Nelisa Lawton, the ~ and serenade us,” said Lawton.
show was basically not for a crowd  Tlale Mkhene will also be at the
but a select few as most people donot  MTN Bushfire stage sere-
know the South African based singer.  nading the festival goers from
“Our shows are basically not forthe  different parts
many but a few. I mean eachandevery of the world.
show we do; we do it for 20 to 30 peo-
ple. We really do not expect over 100
people for example. We are a platform
for these artists to shine and expose
their talent.” said the event organiser.
Worth noting is that almost similar
show with Tlale was hosted last year
at Bahle Art Gallery and attendees

COULD NOT MISS OUT: A section of musicians at the show.

By Ayanda Dlamini

SPLENDID is the right word to
describe Tlale Makhene’s perfor-
mance during his one man show on
Saturday at The Place, Manzini.

Tlale’s performance was basically a
sort of healing through his magnifi-
cent art and lyrics of his songs.

His rendition included songs from
his first album and the latest dubbed
‘Swazi Gold” which he dedicates to
Swazis where he was bred.

He thrilled the handful audience
when he performed his ‘Swazi Gold’
as an album that tackles on the Swazi
nation and how beautiful the Swazi

culture is.
it would not have been a Tlale Makhene

)
<

MAN OF THE
MOMENT: Tlale '
Makhene in full

e without ndition of ; i
pﬂf:;?:??:;vk\;f: Igait-k}:ofho aopub. were impressed with Tlgle’s rendition S':‘-'mg during
lic domain traditional tune. as he did his best despite the loss of  his perfor- :
Gracing the percussionist’s perfor- his wife at the that time. ; mance at his E
mance was Itallo, Bahle Art Gallery “Mbabane- Manzini is our mai cor- show on ~
ridor. If we are not hosting anything  Saturday at The §f
Place in
Manzini. ( Pics: :
Ayanda Dlamini) . :
: b
" £9 ¥°

I

HAPPY MOMENT: Sanele Simelane and Zenan
single moment at the show.

de Simelane

S

FRIENDSHIP: ILegendasy Events” Nelisa Lawtor
il;:d italllo Dlamini hawing a light moment at the
Snow.

bVERS: Khole spotted at the sho

USIC with friends.

\

he was rendering tunes
from his latest album
dubbed ' Swazi Gold".

ART: Artist Honest Mhlanga doing

what he does best during Tlale's
performance.

-4

- E =B
ALSO THERE: Actress and

dancer Lenyelenhle Malaza wa s

also at the show.

SPLENDID: Tlale doing the
most during his first set as
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International
Celebrity News
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Keisha Cole dating 20-year-old fan
TUJS ANGELES -Media & Hip Hop Hollywood star, Daniel
RakeOut.co_m leamedthat  ‘Booby’ Gibson fell to pieces after
&B_ singer Booby could not remain
Keyshia Cole (36) 4 faithful. Despite him des-
has a new man, and he’s i’ perately trying to recon-
one c,)fher fans. s 5% nect with his wife to give
He’s only 20 years old /§ 8 their marriage another try,
and an aspiring rapper. S8R " Keyshia was done.
So how did they meet? | Shealso enjoyed a brief

Well, dude slid into Key- |
shia’s direct message’s |
and tried is luck. Next

| relationship with Toni
I8 Braxton’s current beau,
Cash Money bossman

thing yor know, they’rz DATING FAN: Birdman. That also ended

in love!

Keyshia Cole has not had
the best history when it comes to
herrelationships. Her relationship
with former NBA player and Love

Keisha Cole. explosively when Keyshia

Cole caught him in the act
with another female and beat the
woman to a pulp!

MTO

Model Emily Ratajkowski married!!

NEW YORK - Emily
Ratajkowski just
pulled a fast one
getting hitched in
an NYC courthouse to
her boyfriend of just a
few weeks with only a
couple of friends there to
see it.
Ratajkowski and new
hubby Sebastian Bear-
McClard were spotted at
City Hall last Friday with
friends in tow. In fact,

served as a witness to

the wedding was social media star
“The Fat Jewish’.

Emily surprised fans with the
announcement on her page, post-

T z
one of those friends who Er},’gf - nng‘qs,:giga -

ing a pic with Sebastian and reveal-
ing she's a missus
now.

Reports surfaced just
a couple weeks ago
speculating the model
was no longer with
longtime boyfriend
Jeff Magid. It became
pretty obvious she
and Magid were kaput
after pics showing
Emily and Sebastian
making outon Valen-
tine's Day surfaced.
Ratajkowski first
gained fame when she appeared
topless in Robin Thicke's ‘Blurred
Lines’ music video.

™Z

LOS ANGELES -

Blac Chyna is certain-

ly one to evoke emo-

tion, because her lawyers

have been the target of death threats

and now the LAPD is on the case.

TMZ has leamed her attomeys, Lisa

Bloom and Walter Mosley, have

been getting emails and Instagram

messages threatening their lives and

the lives of their families because

they chose to represent Chyna and
refused to pass a letter on to her.

Bloom received several threaten-

ing emails, one read, "My member

is searching for you. Ifhe finds you

Swazi Observer Monday February 26, 2018

DEATH THREATS: Blac

Chyna and her lawyer Lisa
Bloom.

The messages also mentioned Lisa's

daughter, "I will have five men rape

your daughter at gunpoint by the

end of this week."

I gave him instructions already not
to kill you but beat you bloody."  TMZ
Mogul Jermaine Duprifinally fixes his teeth

NEW YORK -It's been

a long time coming —

but music mogul Jer-

maine Dupri gothis teeth

fixed.
He’s been walking around with
YUCK mouth for more than a
decade.
Dupri is currently starring in TWO
reality television shows, The Rap
Game and Growing Up Hip Hop
Atlanta, He was also recently linked
to his ex-girlfriend, Janet Jackson,
but was forced to shut down the
rumours.
“I never knew us not to be friends.
These stories are just all over the
place,” he told ET. “T never knew
us not to be friends. People keep
making up these stories.”

SA Celebrity News

Lady Zamar to launch her own fashion range

JOHANNESBURG -
Musician Lady Zamar slayed
2017 with her hits but is
planning to spread her wings
with the launch of a fashion
range and reality show in the
next few months.
The ‘Love is Blind’ hit-
maker has always had an
eye for fashion and has
arrived at gigs in unique
outfits. She said she is ready

for some time. We make really
high-end clothing for evening
events or custom outfits for spe-

cial occasions. It has different
sections and lines. I am the chief

designer but there are
"™\ assistant designers
@ - 4| and seamstresses
™  who help make
the dresses. Every-
. thing I wear to my
= shows are fiom ‘Pin

n

to share her design secrets Naple’. '
with a range of cloth- ‘ The first collection
ing created by her.  IJONEY MOVES: from her range will drop
My range, Pin Naple, j ady Zamar. inthe thmsi quarter of this
has been in the works vear. TshisaLive
Emtee buys his father a new car
JOHANNESBURG B g
—Local rapper Emtee :
calls buying his father
a car "a dream come
true."
The muso, along with his \g A
brother, spoiled hisdad witha 8 s
new Ford Ranger.

“Me and lil brother @cash_
lordlove atm got a whip for our
father. Another one of my dreams
came true. Thank You Lord,” Emtee
wrote on Instagram.

Drum

DREAM COMES TRUE:

FIXES HIS TEETH:
Jermaine Dupri.

You cannot be on television with
jacked up teeth, so his new regular

spot on these shows was probably

amotivating factor for his decision
to fix them.

Last week, the So So Def Founder
will be celebrating the label’s 25th
anniversary this summer by releas-
ing a ‘So So Def 25" anniversary
album.

MTO

Khanyi Mbau gets new role on ‘Uzalo’

JOHANNESBURG -  of giving the relationship a second

While news broke chance, Khanyi said, "l am

last month of open to anything. As a per-

Khanyi Mbau'’s split ' sonIneversay ‘never’. Don’t

with boyfiiend Tebogo Lerole  hate me, hambani nami (walk
the two were later snapped . ~ withme), give love and joy.
in matching outfits at the % I make mistakes like every-
opening night of “The Colour one else and my fans need

Purpleat the Joburg Theatre’, NEW ROLE: to understand that I am not

leaving some speculating
that the two had reconciled.
But, speaking to DRUM, anapolo-
getic Khanyi says they have not
reconciled and that disappointed
fans needed to understand her deci--
sion.

When asked about the possibility

Khanyi
bau.

perfect."

On a happier note, Khanyi
has started shooting her new role
on Uzalo. She plays MaNgcobo's
beautiful, sexy and slightly unhinged
criminal cousin, Dinekile aka Lady
Die.

Drum

Mfundi Vundia to produce historical Xhosa drama

JOHANNESBURG -
Generations creator
Mfundi Vundla has con-
firmed to TshisalLIVE that
he is currently writing a historical
Xhosa drama to be aired on M-Net.
The award-winning producer wag
recently approached by the broad-
caster to create a pre-colonial
drama. He chose to craft the
series around the book House "/
of Phalo by South African
writer JB Peires. \
The book tells the story of
the rise of the 18th centu-

ry Xhosa kingdom under;'f e
ol

Phalo and their way of life
prior to colonialism,
Mfundi told TshisaLive he

was struck by the strong message
the book told of African indepen-
dence and growth and he wanted
to translate this on screen.

"I want to tell a story before con-
quest. To show that Africa existed
long before the white man arrived.
That the white man was the one
who was seen as uncivilised. I want
to show that Africa before coloni-
sation was a place of beauty and
industry. More than that, I want
Afticans to know that our his-
tory started before the white
man and before oppression."
Sowetan

HISTORICAL DRAMA:
: Mfundi Vundia.

FACE REALITY: Mphiyakhe,
Judas and Qaphela’s family.

The aftermath of the violent battle leaves a bloody
and shocked group of survivors. Although revenge
sounds sweet, now they have to face reality.

- TODAY
Does Nikiwe have any chance of surviving Nina's

onslaught? Lerato pleads with Sechaba to get
their marmiage back on frack. Anja has high hopes

Nikiwe.

Al

iy R
SIS o L A e T e
9\ Vhutshilo sees a dark side to
W “E!l

Konanani, Rashaka reads Gugu's
mind. Azwindini and Livhuwani
grow closer.

) READS
e GUGU’S MIND:
Rashaka.

Leratois onto Bongi and Bash.
Suffo and Puleng move
against the Baporofeta.
Things aretoogoodtobe
true for Fats.

MOVES:
Puleng.
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PICTURE OF THE DAY

c 2

TODAY’S HOROSCOPE

Capricorn December 22 - January 19
Today's compassionate
connection between the
moon in your relationship
sector and sensitive
Neptune in your
communication comer deepens your
bonds. You don't have to give until it
hurts_ to prove that you care. Just spend
quality one-on-one time together without
distractions or multitasking. Ifit's too
hard to lock down an in-person meetup,
carve out time for a call or video chat.
The point s to catch up in a meaningful
way.

Aguarius January 20 — February 18
Perk up your daily duties by
infusing them with novelty
and pleasure. Today's
creative moon-Nepiune
trine inspires you to sprinkle
magic into the monotonous
routines. How can you make your
workday more enjoyable? Nurturing
breaks will pay dividends—especially if
you get up and move. Keep a stash of
healthy snacks instead of chugging
bottomless brews from the office coffee
dispenser.

Pisces February 19 -
March 20

When you look good, you
feel good, Pisces! As your
co-nuler, Neptune, makes a harmonious
trine with the glamorous Cancer moon,
you can make small but significant
changes to your appearance. If your
wardrobe needs a refresh, use the lunch
hour to comb through the sale racks or
to steal a deal from a favorite shopping
site. If you're craving a new ‘do, make an
appointment with your stylist for acutor
new color.

Aries March 21 — April 19
Go ahead, Aries—show

the world you've got a
sensitive side. Your fast-paced style can

come across as abrasive, but the truth
is, you're just on a mission. Take the day
off from get-'er-done mode and connect
with people, even if it takes a little longer
than planned. With an easy moon-
Neptune trine activating your charts
compassionate quarters,
ihose heartfelt and
humanising moments can
solidify an important bond.

April 20 — May 20
Lai:tlym:ordps are impressive, Taurus. But
if you want o wfnhfrienrtt:isfq;?; t;r‘;guﬁnce

e, practice the art 0
fi)setggingl.)" Put the phone down when
someone's talking and give themyour
undivided attention. Don't
nish in with quick-fix advice
or assume you already
know what they're goind to
say.

%r _ June 21
Gemini May 21 -4 ks" routine,

Enough with the "aw ShU

Gather evidence to support
your claims so you don't
come across as boastful.

Cancer June 22 - July 22
You're a "safe space” for
people, Cancer, and that superpower
can make all the difference today. Has
Team Crab been resistant or slacking on
their duties? A harmonious trine
between the'Cancer moon and
empathic Nepiune helps you break
down walls with a personal touch. You
don't have to let anyone off the

hook or do their work for
them. Just check in and
show that you actually care.

Cancor

Leo July 23 - August 22
If someone tells you to take off your
rose-finted aviators, don't do it! Today
brings a harmonious frine between the
most sensitive planets, Neptune and the
moon, in the most compassionate and
intuitive sectors of your chart. Your
optimism and ability to see people's best
qualities will give you a competitive
edge.

Virgo August 23 -
September 22

|s trouble brewing on
Team Virgo? If you sense
dissension among the ranks, nip this
problem area in the bud before it
snowballs. Today's flowing trine
between the intuitive moon in your
collaborative eleventh house and
compassionate Neptune gives you the
wisdom and patience needed to get

things back on an even

keel—without putting
Libra

anyone on the defensive.
Rally the troops and
fearlessly address the
issue.

Libra September 23 — October 23

All for one, and one for all! Today's‘
supportive moon-Neptune meetup In
your work zones primes you for sr]ared
success. Adopt an atiitude of service
rather than entitiement if you want doors
to open. Use your diplomatic prowess fo
connect with VIPs and influencers in
your field. Select one person whose
work and style you admire
and see if they'll take you
under their wing. Get in this
person's good graces by
{genuinely!) offering to help
on a project.

Scorpio October 24— November 21
Widen your search radius, SCOrpiO- With
the moon in your global ninth house
sweetly angled to Neptune in your
playful fifth house, you're eager for
horizon-broadening adventures. The
farther you trek outside your familiar
zone, the better! Start researching winter

travel deals. A
<

Sagittarius November 22 —
December 21

Don't hold back, Archer!

Today's harmonious trine between

Gemini. As enchantid hﬁﬁwtuﬂ?: m :.n compassionate Neptune and the moeosn

career comer teamsdtsp how the in your sentimental sector enooLL’lrrag

S Zonentot gﬂ're madaof. , ., you toopen up and express YOIL. . - - -

powers that be what ¥/ '_l_‘,."," Wiy ¢ tfeelings. FAN4 v
N v 3

BABY BLUES
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"1 DON'T koW, DINNER CAN'T
COME SCoN ENOUGH FOR JAES

GROW OLDER 7 A=

2018 by Xing Featurps Syndcsta. inc. Word rights resanved

MINI CROSSWORD - 06 w

PyzzLE
CHOlCE

Main Crossword Menu Home
Mini Crossword Menu

b
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1. Mythical half man, half 1. Long-standing and recurrent

horse 5. Panacea

2. React 6. Pear-shaped tropical fruit

3. Paradise 7. Beam
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ONLY THE APPLES

THE children were lined
up in the cafeteria of a
Catholic elementary school
for lunch. At the head of
the table was a large pile
of apples.

The nun made a note, and
posted on the apple tray:

C ake only ONE. God is

watching."

Moving further along the
lunch line, at the other end
of the table was a large pile
of chocolate chip cookies.

A child had written a note,
"Take all you want. God is
watching the apples.

1. No one really knows when
donuts were invented or
who invented them.

- 2. Apples, potatoes, and

onions all taste the same
when eaten with your nose

plugged. ;

3. When an eqgg floats in
water, it is “off’ and should

not be eaten.

4, The consumption of nat-
ural vanilla causes the body
to release catecholamines
(including adrenalin) — for
this reason it is considered
to be mildly addictive.

5. Banana trees are not actu-
ally trees — they are giant
herbs.

BRAINTEASERS

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

FRIDAY’S
BRAINTEASERS

1.I'm tall when I'm young
and I'm short when I'm
old.

Answer: Human

2. What am |? What has
h,:ands but can not clap?

Answer: Clock

TODAY’S
BRAINTEASERS

1. What is at the end of
a rainbow?

2. What starts with the
letter “t”, is filled with “t”

and endsin ‘"2 . s 5000

USELESS FACTS

/
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'Westworld
overtakes

Game of

Thrones

 FANS of Westworld will be thrilled toknow
that the much awaited second season will |

be coming to M-Net later this year.

We caught a brief glimpse of what could be

AR

expected when HBO released a teaser trailer |
 atComie-Con during the Westworldpanel ses-
. sion | Building on the anticipation, |

iyed the below trailer during

they

Superbowlthis year.

. Globe &l

few, it’s no wonder!

Ifyou m{ssed the first season, or if you want -

to remind yourself of the twists and turmns, now
 isthe timelto binge, in preparation for the sec-
ond season - watch all ten episodes from the
first s:m

able to DSty Premium customers at no extra

cost. And if you want to make the compari-

son between HBO's two top performers for |
yourself, visit Westeros, via Showmax and |
binge all séven seasons of Game of Thrones,
to ensure you have an informed opinion, of |

course! ©

- It makes'sense that HBO would invest so
- heavily in the show as it is their most-watched
- freshman show — ever, even outperforming |
“the biggest show in the world”, Game of |
. Thrones' debut! With a star-studded cast; |
including Evan Rachel Wood (Multi Golden |
y nominee, also known for The
- Westwing, True Blood), Thandie Newton |
(Golden Globe, Emmy, BAFTA nominee, |
also known for Crash, For Colored Girls),
Anthony Hlopkins (Transformers: Last Knight,
The Silence of the Lambs) and Luke Hemsworth |
(SAG norbjnec also known for Hickok, Thor: |
Ragnarokiand Thor: The Dark World — there |
are three Flemsworth brothers!) to mentiona

i of Westworld on Showmax avail-

Stream Cannonball on ITV Cheice
f with DStv Now.

Cannonball, a brand new, adren-
aline -fuelled gameshow, hosted
by legendary cricketer and broad-
caster, Andrew ‘Freddie’ Flintoff,
is set to premiere on ITV Choice
(DStv channel 123) 1 March at
20:00.

STREAM: ITV Choice on DStv

Now
On each show, contestants of all

ages face supersized games in a

custom-built water park that tests
how high, how far and how fast
they can fly through the air, before
they crash, splash, bang and wal-
lop into the water. The final will
see contestants on a giant swing,
launching themselves ‘cannonball-
style’ ata huge moving target cov-
ering the surface of a gigantic deep-
water tank as they attempt to become
the winner of the coveted Cannonball
Cup.

Joining Flintoffas the pool side
commentators are singer Frankie

NEW GAMESHOW
CANNON BALL

Bridge, presenters Radzi
Chinyanganya and Maya Jama and
comedian Ryan Hand who will be
reporting on all the action.

Each week, 24 contestants will
attempt all four water based chal-
lenges that will test their speed,
accuracy, height and distance.

The challengers will rotate around
the Cannonball course as they bat-
tle to be the winner of each game,
gaining medals for their achieve-
ment. The three people with the
most medals at the end of the heats
will then go head to head in the

final.

“What’s not to love about this
show? Gallons of water and giant
inflatable slides are the perfect
recipe for some spectacular com-
edy moments. But also throw into
the mix some truly incredible feats
from the contestants," said Flintoff.

This review in the UK’s Guardian
newspaper:

“This is what ....... television
should be about: finding imagina-
tive ways of putting grandmoth-
ers, cabbies, students, PE teachers
and a former Miss Bournemouth
into the water, from the highest
possible height, with the least
amount of dignity and the biggest
possible splash.

(Contestants) are skimmed across
the surface of the water like flat
stones and launched down a gigan-
tic, inflatable ski-jump slide. All

for your entertainment. It’s cer-
tainly going down well in our house.
My boys ... think it’s the best thing.
They want to go to Malta .... to
have a go themselves. Even their
mother .... manages a smile.”

Game of thrones
final season in 2019

HBO has confirmed that the much
anticipated 8th and fmal_ season
of Game of Thrones will only
return in 2019.

HBO has confirmed that the fl{lﬂl
season of its flagship award-Wm:
ning series Game of’_]'hrones won’t
be coming back until 2019.

The 8th and final season went into
production in October and is expect-
ed to be completed m the middle
of 2018. before being released in
2019, The month has not been con-

firmed. il ;
]”ﬂle Emmy-winning hit series has
larity every year,

yrown in popu ;
%ecoming a global megahit. Season

7 was the highest rated season,
breaking records with 16,5 million
viewers watching the season finale.
It was the most-watched episode
in series history, with 12.1 million
VIEWETS steaming as it aired,

It’s going to be a long wait for the
end of the fantasy epic saga, Casey
Bong_HBO President, reveals that
the vision for the grand finale is far
more complicated than in prior
years.

The six episodes will each be fea-
ture length, and while the episode
count has decreased, the runtime
will not. Traditionally episodes
have been an hoyr long, but the

final season episodes are expected
to be around 80 minutes each. The
final episode length is still under
discussion, but as Casey Bloys says

“Two hours per episode seems [iké
it would be excessive, but it’s 4

<

great show, so who knows?”

Seasons | - 7 are available on
Showmax, so you can relive your
favourite moments as well as recap
on all the details ahead of the new
Season,
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. e R of EARD.00 4 yearly dividends
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B ¢ NATURAL HEALING v o EﬁBﬂﬂ.\;ﬁh monthly income
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s TOYOTA QUANTAM 2005 / 2017.......... Eo0.88
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SBU & TEE
GEARBOX

* Zola (E4900)
* Toyota Hiluz
* lsuzu 2.5, 2.8

STEERING BOX
| - * Ford E5000
ARER * MF Steering Box
(E3950 M=)
* MF 188 Front
* Axel Support
| CRANKSHAFT
» Building Material Costing |
‘ & Estimation RADIATORS
| 1“0"“ T'AN , *Building Construction & il
| | Meinisrancs “Mazda - Demio i
i HEALTH CENTRE ‘ é ‘71 N' < Civil Works
g EAL el f""“‘ ~ Electric Installation & cﬂgggen. m :
| We hove the widest sefeci 5 nce
fof CHIMNESEHERSS. ‘m:“:i"ng Works *5L (E3950 Mew
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e ; For F REE thhdﬂowlilﬂlnnm pedicures, manicures
Lu e d 3 Hmhsmm
i We use Chinese herbal EVery Fﬂ ay
'8 medication to treot di
Billnesses like High Blood
Pressure, Diobetes, Semlﬂfs
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| W Problems, Infertility, Piles,
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|Jetta 5 Fsi 2.0 turbo Dsg
| 2007 modei Sunroof,

£80,000
Ifauz-mau.r 76952116

Dn I7TR0Z1S

| FORSALE

| OPELKADETT

| 1988 model

| E 12'000.00

| CALL: 76048549

i Ox 28 Feb

| FOR SALE BEEF 5KG
| CALL: 76277495
‘ @EZBD.OO

AN 184058 Dx 24 Rlar

[y senvices)

| All Accounting Lessons
| Call: 78229515

R/N 184044 Dx 07 Marc

\ | PILES, PROSTATE,
| | TILONDZA, DROP

iLatest designs in Shoes,
ESneakers,' and Boots.
|Call for options or to
|place your order.

iCall: 7605 3864

R/N183597 DxBFeb

\Company Reg, Licences
iCheap, Fast
;Call 7847 6096

Dx 22 FEB R/N 183584

KITCHEN FITTING,
DDRYWALLING, SCHOOL
/ OFFICE FURNITURE,
GRANITE, CEILING AND |
SUPPLY OF CABINETS|
ACCESSORIES l
CALL: 78201032/|
76640329

Dx 10 MAC R/N 184063
|

i need a partnerto run a
[bake product Business
Call: 7966 3857

inmumz Dx21/02/2018
i
;'Tents and Chairs FOR
IRENTAL

icall; 76323499 /
‘7932349%

ls 2184107 D123/03/2018

0
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DECO & CATERING
SERVICES FOR ALL
EVENTS

We provide Catering
eguipments for Rental
Call: 76412606

R/N 18368 Dx28/03/2018

ARDACIOS
INVESTMENTS NEEDS A
TRAINER FOR HAIR
DRES: 'NG.

CALL. /8201050

RN 541 23702/2018

[ NATURAL HEALING

Trouble finding a
job, you are sick,
problems in
Marriage, Business,
Soccer Teams, come
to me. | can pray for
you. | have been
doing this since
1984.

Prophet Henry
Ndwandwe

Mbabane PTS

| Call: 78208785
@n23/02/18

© | rinissesy

Ethangeni
Contact: 7614 2654

R/N 169347 DX 11 March 2018.

LENGAPHELI, SHUKELA
CALL: 76627 428

R/N 183636 Dx10/03/2018

MOUNTAIN DRIVE
4BEDROOM AT E2.5M
PINEVALLEY 43505QM
ES80.000

CALL: 78486148

*3.BEDROOM HOUSE,
FAIRVIEW NORTH,
VERY CLEAN —ES00°'000
*330M2 NEW VILLAGE
~E95'000
DEPOSITES0'000

A New 1 bedroom flat
available in Ngwane
park in March, E2250-
00/month—7813 2681.

Dx25/02/18 r/n184113

SVICZ] e
OBSERVER

For Advertising

your business ,
Call our office @
2404 3807 /

Sedans from E350 piday

Vans from E500 p/day |

Dicabs from E800 p/day f: ‘

| 8 seaters from E550 p/day L1l B

f Branches — Mbabane & Manzini 5} f
. Call: 79089590 §

We deliver all your packages at your door at very
low costs.

Justgive a call: 76366 921 /7644 9840, 2547 0075

DX ﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘-ﬁml

after hours.

ﬁl
“Tfuma tsine siyashesha, sishiphile.” :

FRIDGE MASTERS

Fridge repairs.

Car aircon Service E400.
Cold rooms repair.
Ofﬂce and home aircon.

7826 7750 | 7926 7751 - watsapp

7917 0299

MANZINI

“BOREHOLES”

Expert Services, Competitive prices
“Groundwater is our business”

A Cut Above the Rest

Tel: 2505 3880 / 2505 9402
Fax: 2505 9408, Cell: 7622 5300
. www.purelidrilling.co.sz

E-mail: info@purelidriling.co.sz

WATERFORLIFE

FOR BOOKINGS
CALL KHUMALO @ 760341 57 ;

anncl rhl?hﬂ 76036159

Advertise

AVAILABLE
FOR HIRE

V.

ITEX

TECHNOLOGIES
rSoﬂwam&SBNioesAvmhbie

Baobab ExpressPrinters and Stationery
and Baobab Express Furnifure Supply.

Office/School Desks, Chairs, Typek, Stationery, and upgrade
Receipts/ Invoice Books, Business cards. > Networking (Officels or building)
Call: 2404 0491 / 7637 2858 / 7615 7325 > School Reports Software,
cocyrrr_esuawa| | | > Library Software,
» School Finance Manangement,

BUTCHERY SPECIAL |[f&5m

Butchery special: 4kg, Braai wors
E170, 4kg meat combo (2kg
beef+2kg braai wors)= E180, 4kgs
beef E195: contact; 7679 0883.

FREE delivery in Manzini,g

Mbabane, Siteki.

dont miss fhisV\

> Data Recovery service,
> Operation System Instaliation

Swazi Observer e-Edition

m OONBSSAETﬁgAe thl ver

THE BENEFITS OF SWAZ| OBSERVER E-EDITION
Flipping pages like you're reading a real publication.
The abifity ta pan, zoom or rotate pages, articles and photos.
Opening full articles in easy-to-read text views:
Listening to publications ésing ori- demand audio,
Integration with social networks.
Atticle sharing throtigh email
Qffline reading. P
Article voting and commenting.

the year of
Good Open Gates

Shop No.30,
Makhaya
Convenience Centre,
Manzini Opp.Galp
filling station (Tracar)

Contact: 78013117

.phdministries.org === |
wmmn':t;n'm;om ! '1 % :i

CTILES f:',“,,% and read on

g your Desktop,

Ipad or your

Smart phone

We supply and install
electronic security systems:

WE CONNECT YOU WITH
YOUR-POTENTIAL
cLli , ADVERTISE

ACROSS SADC REGION

INTRUSION ALARMS SYSTEM,
ey,

ACCESS CONTROL,
REMOTE CONTROL GATES,
INTERCOM,
ELECTRIC FENCING,
STUN GUNS,

FIRE ALARM.

Contact;
+268 7629 3451
+268 7625 6895

. L
2404 8699 |
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TIGER WOODS SAYS 69 GIVES
HIM A SHOT AT HONDA CLASSIC

MIAMI - Tiger Woods fired a one-
under par 69 in the third round of
the Honda Classic on Saturday, and
said the first sub-70 round of his come-
back gives him a shot at leader Luke
List.

Ij_stcardedafom-undcrparﬁéatPGA
‘gga;nonal for a seven-under par total of

Wopds, seven shots back on even par
2'I0, insisted he wasn't out of the run-
ning on the demanding course in
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida.

"I put myself where I've got a
s;hpt going into tomotrow," Woods
said. "I'm going to have to shoot
something under par for sure. If
L'can go ahead and post a
number early, you just
never know." <

The 14-time major
champion 4
notched his first g8
score in the
60s in nine
rounds this
year.

In fact, it's
his first score in
the 60s on the US
PGA Tour since he
carded a 68 in the third
round of the 2015
Wyndham Championship.

Since then, debilitating

back trouble had seen Woods largel
sidelined. He missed all 0f 2016 ﬁmﬁ
an abortive comeback bid in 2017 ended
with spinal fusion surgery last April.
' So far in his latest comeback he's fin-
1si}ed tied for 23rd at Torrey Pines and
missed the cut last week in Los Angeles.
Bpt Saturday’s round had him feeling
optimistic.
"That's probably the highest score I
could have shot today," Woods
e said. "I really hit it good."
Woods who hit nine of
14 fairways and 13 of 18
greens in regulation.
"The hard part has been
trying to get the ball to
. go in the hole,"
Woods said.
. "These greens
are a little
tl-ick}’.“
Woods
made his
first
birdie
- atthe

5 ““

OUT OF THE
WoOoDS:
Tiger Woods

eighth, where he was in the fairway off
the tee and struck his approach within
six feet. The birdie putt him just three
shots off the lead. ‘

Afier he was unable to convert birdie
chances at 10.and 11, he rolled ina 20-
footer to save par at the 12th.

He drained a 14-footer for birdie at
13, but was in the rough off the tee at
the par-three 15th and was unable to
get up and down for par after his chip
caught the fringe.

He missed the green en route to a bogey
at 17, but rebounded with a birdie on
the par-five 18th despite finding a fair-
way bunker off the tee.

List seized sole possession of the lead
with a birdie from a greenside bunker
at the par-five 18th - rebounding from
abogey at 17.

His second straight 66 put him one
stroke in front of reigning PGA Champion
Justin Thomas and former US Open
winner Webb Simpson.

Thomas's five-under 65 was a seven-
stroke improvement on his second-round
72. Simpson, who also shot 72 on Friday,
carded a 66.

"The course played a fair bit easier,
not as much wind," said Thomas, who

v ~had four of his six birdies on PGA

National's tough back nine. "I'm play-
ing real well, I just had a little more
to show for it today."

AFP

Russians sing banned anthem after beating Germany to gold

ANGNEUNG - Kirill Kaprizov scored
inovertime to lead the Olympic Athletes
from Russia (OAR) past a feisty
Germany 4-3 yesterday to win the
men’s ice hockey gold before joining
his team mates to defy a ban by singing
the Russian national anthem during
the medal ceremony.

The Russians, competing as neutral
athletes at Pyeongchang as punishment
for a years-long Russian doping scan-
dal, came back from one-goal down on
a goal by Nikita Gusev with less than
aminute left in regulation time to force
overtime in one of the most pulsating
finals in the history of Olympic hock-
ey.
At their medal ceremony, the players
feam sang the Russian anthemover the
sound of the Olympic anthem at the

Gangneung Hockey Centre despite being
barred from having their flag raised or
anthem played.

The game was played hours after the
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
decided not to restore their delegation’s
Olympic status, which would have
enabled them to march under their flag
at the closing ceremony later yesterday.

The team’s assistant captain Ilya
Kovalchuk said the players had dis-
cussed beforehand whether to sing the
anthem if they were to win, and they
agreed they would.

“We knew that we will do it if we
win,” said Kovalchuk, the all-time lead-
ing Russian goal-scorer in Olympic
play. :

Singing the Russian anthem on the
field of play is a violation of the I0C’s

rules on neutrality, which were imposed
on Russia as part of sanctions punish-
ing the nation over systematic doping
across many Sports.

The victory marked the first time a
team from Russia have won the gold
medal in hockey since 1992 when the
so-called Unified Team representing
Russia and five other former Soviet
republics beat Canada for the Olympic
championship.

“It means a lot. We didn’t
win Olympics since ‘92,” S
Kovalchuk said. “It was a /28
while ago. That was our |
dream, That was my dream
for when I was five years old
when I started playing.”

AFP

e

¥

I love my playboy lifestyle and won't change’ 8% &=

LONDON - The Gunners' record
signing has vowed to continue
enjoying fast cars and gansh
clothes as he is places little Impor-
tance on the opinion of others

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
has vowed to continue his play-
boy lifestyle at Arsenal, with fast
cars and outlandish clothes part
ofa £55 million package-

The Gunners broke their trans-
fer record to land the flamboyant
Gabon international striker on the
final day of the January transfer

- through adeal |
Pushing oo
oven per-
but one
for his

window.
before the deadline all
Wenger to bring @ PT
former onto his bo_olf:s.
who had faced criticism
attitude during a 202

bl

J-laden spell+. at Borussia Dortmun

Ay

ry Car la‘!

T g

d .Daily Mail
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Lewandowski's 'heard
nothing' from Real Madrid

BERLIN - Bayern Munich strik-
er Robert Lewandowski has rub-
bished reports suggesting a change
of agent means he is off to Real
Madrid, with no contact received
from Spain.

The prolific Pole has turned to
‘super agent’ Pini Zahavi to man-
age his career, with the Israeli tak-
ing on one of the most sought-after
talents in world football.

Lewandowski is enjoying anoth-
er productive season at club level,
with the 20-goal mark reached in
the Bundesliga for a third succes-
sive year and the sixth
time in seven years
spread across
spells at
Bayem and
Borussia
Dortmund.

Itis those
exploits
which con-
tinue to see
him linked
with big-money
moves elsewhere,
with reports of
interest from
Madrid refusing to
go away.

The 29-year-old
has, however, once
again moved to
distance himself
from the rumours

and play down the importance of
a change in representative, telling
reporters: “No, that [agent change]
has nothing to do with this specu-
lation.

“I haven’t heard anything from
Real Madrid, I don’t know whether
my agent has and people will write
what they want, but it doesn’t inter-
est me.”

Lewandowski drew a rare blank
in his latest outing, as Bayern were
held to a goalless draw by Hertha
Berlin, but he remains a talisman-

ic presence in Munich.
With that in mind,

t h e
- Bundesliga

leaders have
no intention of

sanctioning a

sale, with Man-

ager Jupp
Heynckes hav-
ing said of the
¥ incessant transfer

talk: “A player is
allowed to change

his agent, it doesn’t
mean anything.

*Bayem want to—and
will —keep our top play-
/ ers.”
{ Zahavihas also played

down the Real reports,
with no talks held with
the La Liga giants at
this stage. Daily Mail

Anderson is not slowing ATP ascent

JOHANNESBURG - After
breaking into the top 10
Association of Tennis
Professionals (ATP) world
rankings, experts believe Kevin
Anderson’s tennis standing
could still improve.

Winning the New York Open
last week eamned the South
Affican tennis player 250 points.
This was enough to see him

reach his career best position
& as he jumped from number
.+ 11 to nine in the latest sin-
lL.  gles rankings.

] The 31-
year-
old’s
pre-
vious
best
rank-
ing
was at
- number 10

~\ backin 2015.
. Former
ATP player
and Tennis
SA high per-
\ formance con-
sultant coach
4 Jeff Coetzee
. believes

Anderson can
still goup a
few spots.

number of points
separating him
from those above
him, I think he can

“Looking at the .

N AL
LR O €,

close the gap and overtake some
of them,” said Coetzee.

“But to get to position five or
six will be a huge task, unless he
wins the Indian Wells and Miami
Masters because they have more
points, He just has to keep look-
ing after his body and be smart
when winning. [He must] not
chase points all the time, but be
fresh and peak in the bigger
events,” he added.

However, he said Anderson’s
chances of reaching the number
one spot were slim.

“That is a very tough task that
can only be achieved by winning
at least two grand slams this year
and being consistent in the third
slam.” Tennis analyst Bruce
Davidson said Anderson’s
chances of a higher ranking
would depend on his fitness.

“] think he can get to sixth
place, but he has to be consis-
tent,” said Davidson.

He said the elbow injury that
has plagued the tennis star could
scupper his chances of capitalis-
ing on the upcoming tourna-
ments. “There are the Miami
Open, Indian Wells and
Cincinnati Masters coming up,
which he could do well in, But

- he is not 100 per cent fit, which

is what concerns me,” Davidson
said. Anderson had to pull out of
the Delray Beach Open owing to
an injury he suffered during the
New York Open final, in which
he beat Sam Querrey 4-6, 6-3
and 7-6. Sport24 T
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LONDON - Harry Kane netted his
150th goal in club football as a late
header claimed a vital 1-0 victory
for Tottenham against Crystal Palace,
handing a hammer blow to the
Eagles' bid for Premier League sur-
vivalin the process.

Having missed a gilt-edged oppor-
tunity earlier in the second half, Kane
made amends in the 88th minute of
yesterday's clash at Selhurst Park,
powering home a brilliant header from
Christian Eriksen's corner.

Mauricio Pochettino's side had dom-
inated throughout, but often struggled
to break down Palace’s stubbom defence.

Eriksenidid manage to carve out an
opening i the 54th minute, only for

Kane to volley wide from inside the

INVITATION 1O TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY, DELIVERY
WD INSTALE ATION OF VARIOUS SEWING AMACHINES for
R A-GCINA ARMY BARRACKS

inspcclcd?l_sg.Clicnt.

« A completed set of Tender Document

Tender documents will be
February 2018 and may be collected from:

Microprojects Programme

Mbabane

Date and place of tende

Opening. ....oovaraviananas

! Completed tenders should be delivered in a sealed envelope to the Microprojects Office a

The Director

Microprojects Programme

First Floor Dlan‘'ubeka Building
P.O. Box 2122

MBABANE

Any action or tendencies that will be interp

result in immediate disqualification of the co

Jowest or any company. Enquiries should be
entail jwginindza@ microprojects.org.sz

_ ORLD SPORT

Tenderers are invited from locally registered companies for the Supply, delivery and installation of various Sewing
machines for KaGeina Army Barracks. Only firms that are knowledgeable about the Textile Industry and have
previous relevant experience will be considered. Supplier shall submit with their tender references from garment
factories, pgoof of capability to service the offered sewing machines and must also have local workshops to be

Bonafide tenders should comprise the following:

+ A tenderer’s valid tax clearance certificate (for Government Tender)
+ A Certified copy of original Trading License,
» E5000.00 (Five Thousand Emalangeni) tender deposit in a form of a Bank Guaranteed Cheque
« Certified copy of a valid Labour Compliance Certificate from the Mimstry of Labour
« A copy of Company current Form J, stamped by the Registrar of Companies
« A copy of Company current Form C, stamped by the Registrar of Companies
« The shareholders as listedin Form C, should provide certified copies of national identity documents
« Police clearance certificate for the directars of the company,
« Technical brochures giving full description of: the type, size, stitch formation,
configuration and pictures of each of the sewing machine offered.

available on Mouday 26th February 2018 from 11:00am to 4:00pm on Tuesday 27th

Suite 102, Dian'ubeka House, Comner of LaLufadlana & Mdada Streets

Tenderers are advised to pay a non-refundable amount of E1000.00 (On
document at the Government Revenue Office and should use code 233/1
Companies are advised to consult Microprojects Unit office on the availd
The unit will not be liable for the refund in the event one pays for unavaila

Tenderers are advised to present tender documents at
. held at Microprojects office on Thursday 01st March 2018, 09.00am.

r submission: Friday 23rd March 2018 at the Office of the Employer

Time for submission ..; 10:00am PROMPT Swaziland time
: 10:15am Swaziland time

show the Project Name, Project Number and addressed to:

seted as an atiempt to inte
mpany. The Microprojec
addressed to Jabulani G
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HEADER: Kane peeled away at the back post and was for-
tunate that his firm header met a weak hand from the goal-
keeper and went in.

It was Kane's second big opportu-
nity of the game, with Wayne Hennessey
having pulled off an excellent stop to
deny the Premier League's leading

scorer early on.
Palace's injury woes were com-
pounded late on when defender James

Tomkins went down in.'mnocupu,? "

fashion, and his absence was felt when
Kane finally headed home the win-
ner with the final whistle fast approach-
ing. Palace were fortunate not to con-
cede a penalty inside eight minutes -
Hennessey's indecision almost prov-
ing costly when he brought down Ben
Davies, but Kevin Friend waved play
on. Hennessey atoned moments later,
though, rushing out to deny Kane fol-
lowing Patrick van Aanholt's poor
clearance, before James McArthur
saw a goal-bound strike blocked at
the other end.

Referee Friend did point to the spot
on the half-hour mark after Timothy
Fosu-Mensah brought down Kane,
only for the official to quickly change
his decision with the linesman's flag

_ correctly raised for offside.

For all Tottenham's domination,
Palace could have snatched the lead
when Andros Townsend broke clear
of his marker just prior to half-time,
but the winger failed to generate enough
power on his effort to beat Hugo Lloris.

Tottenham continued on the front
foot after the restart, and Eriksen should
have done better with a close-range
effort five minutes into the second
half, but it was Kane who wasted the
best opportunity of the game soon
after.

Aurier and Eriksen combined superbly
to tee up the England striker, who -
despite being unmarked - somehow
failed to convert from five yards out.

Former Paris-Saint Germain defend-
er Aurier was the next to try his luck,
forcing Hennessey into a fine save
with a venomous strike.

The Ivory Coast international was
involved at the other end shortly after,
doing brilliantly to deny Alexander
Sorloth. Daily Mail

zZone.

tory

feed mechanism, mechanical

LONDON- Rafael Benitez believes per-
formances are currently more impor-
tant than league position after Newcastle
threw away two points at Bournemouth.
The Magpies were on course to climb to
11th in the Premier League table after
Dwight Gayle’s first-half double
gave them a deserved 2-0 lead .«
at the Vitality Stadium.
However, a late collapse
saw them concede twice in
the final 10 minutes to leave
them in 15th place, just two
points above the relegation

Newecastle’s display on the
south coast — which fol-
lowed a surprise vic-
over
Manchester United
—was largely pos-
itive and Manag-
er Benitez feels
his players are
showing they

“l
a2

BENITEZ NOT CONCERNED BY
NEWCASTLE’S LEAGUE POSITION

have the ability to avoid an immediate
return to the Championship.
“The main thing for me is not just where
you are in the table,” said the Spaniard.
“You have to realise where you are but
it’s to be sure that the team continue fight-

ing, playing well and with
the belief that we can win,
that we can get points
ol anywhere.
“If you talk about

the last games, the
team was doing

well, really
well.

We can
make
mistakes
because at

_the end
we’re talk-
ing about the
Premier League.

Team Talk

¢ Thousand Emalangeni only) for each
201/04199/G51299 when making payment.
bility of tender documents prior 10 payment.
ble tender documents.

the computlsory tender briefing and clarification meeting {0 be

nd the envelope should only

lier this month.

uence the tendering process will
s not bind itself to accept the
04 0199, Fax: 2404 0516,

rfere with or infl
ts Programme doe
inindza at Tell: 24

MANCHESTER - Paul Pogba
is reportedly ready to stay at
Manchester United but only
if Jose Mourinhe is no longer
in charge at Old Trafford.
The relationship between the
4wo is said to have reached break-
ing point after Mourinho axed
the £89million midfielder ear-

Pogba’s super agent Mino
Raiola is already understood to
be in talks with Real Madrid
over a summer escape plan, while
his former club Juventus also
have a £53m buy-back clause.

A United source told the Sun
yesterday: “Things are at an all-
time low between them. Paul
has made it clear he doesn’t want
to be there if Mourinho is.”
Mourinho only recently com-

the season.

That is not
Mourinho’s #
only problem,
however, as
he continues
to be at logger-
heads with
United’s club-
record signing over
Pogba’s best posi-
tion.

The France star £
prefers to play on
the left side of mid-

mitted himself to United unti]

and -Real Madrid chief
remains under huge pres-
sure to secure the Red 4
Devils a top-four spot in :
the remaining months of §

” ’/ -

Pogba to stay at Manchester United

field in a 4-3-3 but has often
2020, although the former Chelsea  been asked to play a more defen-
sive role alongside Nemanja

Matic. Indeed, SunSport

revealed on Friday that
Mourinho had told Pogba
‘I’'m the boss” in a furi-
ous training-ground show-
down between

o the pair.

United are

o
L already

“ & onafree.
N Team Talk'

| said to be
weighing

up potential options
to replace Pogba,
while Michael Carrick
i also set to retire and
Marouane Fellaini
, is expected to leave
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CAPE TOWN - Cape Town City coach
e J, » x

Benni McCarthy did not disguise%is dis-
-igﬁzum at the performance of one of his

defenders following Saturday's 7.
Bidvest Wits, y's 2-1 loss to

@eCitizenswexeinsearchofaﬁﬁhSlm-

cessive win over the Students this b J OW§BURG -Ahead afeclear-cutchanceseventhough  yet they could only manage five \ E I I ‘
nstead left Athlone Stadium empty 'hax[:d:cg Ohthek; Pmm Soccer we could sit on top of the box  on target, leaving the boss with N O O N E B E R
asgoals in each half from Lehlohonois Mo clash against Bloemfontein tryingtofindaway,” Komphela  alotof work and time is against TH A N PERCY .
rendered Craig Martin's temporary eﬁzlolz Celtfc, Kaizer Chiefs were saidinhispost-matchresponse.  him. Goal A
eras only a consolation. Soccer Laduma looking for a win to narrow  “Today, we didn't see the JOHANNELBURG - Mamelodi
the gap on log leaders, goalkeeper one-on-one which Suntlowns coath Pitss Mosimane savs
 Ajax fixing thei Mamelodi Sundowns. is something we donormally,” : i ol
Aj ng I problems Amakhoe: 2 as far as he is concerned, it is = fore-
f ' osi had a wonderful  adds the manager. one conclusion that striker Percy Tau
-Mubhsi ; . opportunity tobagthe fullthree ~ “We regret that. This isa time puL: ¥
EAPE TOWI\! Mubsin Ertugral’s top pri- S : I hould b : is this season’s Footballer of the Year.
anty on returning to Ajax Cape Town for gehmdtlmeazi]i:rg twoS pl om! L e 3 % scon:];g “Ineed names of anyone else that’s bet-
his fourth spell in charge of the club was to night = 3. Jone 0o hyouﬂnarrow; i3 ter and I need them now,” he said on a
| fighten things up at the back. Howenes St K - by a}‘rl?atc = ggu o night when Tau again scored for the
While overall the club’s struggle had been Therbi e ﬁj‘;eth omphela’s m“there, S continy h ; Brazilians and took his tally to nine goals,
ﬁse r&gult of many factors, for the Turkish apainst Siwel !I anht gear ‘You 5313313?"11“ w.f_ ‘;VE ang just one behind leading Rodney Ramagalela
coach it was a case of making sure the defence gint : 1wel ?e and secureda  point we didi t 0,;';; Ak in the race for the Golden Boot. - |
was solid and that would in tum drive the S?FNB Stad? maximum three  playing o win. This ;V 232 “He is an unbelievable player. T am wait-
team’s attacking abilities. The S tmm.‘ ) D oppormru[ty o ing to see who is going to challenge Perc
Improvement has been steady and Ajax ha oweto giants dropped  ustowinand getclos- for Footballer of the Year or Player’s
: Jax have to valuable points considering er to Sundowns iti
certainly looked far better and a lot more the fact that Pitso Mosimane’% lamented the coach, ‘ Saverofthe V. [ amuwaiing, ’I'h?re
solid since Ertugral’s arrival.Goal % ; X : are eight games to go. ,
' Bl v T gggﬁ;gﬁggﬂg"i mﬁg ga]};ga::;jg;f\?;;lif Who is challenging Percy Tau? He must
Rt 5 ; 2 -plac i . 3 0
Hended Cape Town City's dominance Free State Stars and neighbours,  Jelusic’s men, the for- Frdog e o Aﬁihﬁé‘?jﬁ;ﬁgjﬁ
- SuperSport United. mer EaLla Kotoand : S0 :
JOHANNESBURG - Bidvest Wits had to Speaking after the encounter ~ Maritzburg United g e .
fight back and avoid their fifth : : g : What a brave youngster. He just shows
‘ defeatatthe gt the Calabash, disappointment  coach called on his .
‘hands of Cape Town Ci : . PRO that talent alone is not enough. You must
hands of Cape Town City, coach GavinHunt w5 evident on the coach’s face  men to be more
i W the night i : : - — back talent, run, play, force and must be -
says they were good on the night in the Mother as he admitted to droppine two  clinical DISAPPOINTED 7 S ;
ity The Clever Boys lost twice in the MTNS : ppng o 2 brave. A player like this in South Africa
o poInts: Amakhosi cre- izer Chiefs we have not seen for a long time. He is

Ciip, once in the Nedbank Cup Last 32 a
fortnight ago as well as a Premier Soccer
League loss in August last year. Goal

“It’s a chance missed (fo close  ated
the gap). Looking at how the
game unfolded, we didn’t cre-

many
chances, took 15
shots at goals,

SWAZILAND ENERGY REGULATORY AUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

SERA 08 2017/2018: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO PREPARE DRAFT
REGULATIONS FOR OPERATION OF ELECTRICIANS IN SWAZILAND

The Swaziland Energy Regulatory Authority (SERA) is an organization established under the Energy
Regulatory Act 2007. The mandate of SERAIis the administration and implementation of the Electricity Act

2007

Pursuant to her mandate to regulate the electricity industry while ensuring protection- as far as practic.able for
all users of electricity in the country SERA hereby invites tenders from suitably gualified service providersto
prepare draft regulations for the operation of electricians in Swaziland.

and instructions to tender

i proposal (REP) documents containing the terms of reference
Detailed Request For Prop Lifugghdpl i

| are available and obtainable after payment of a non-refundable tender fee of E 350. ;
Energy Regulatory Authority. These documents can be emailed to tenderers or collected at the following

address upon paymentof the prescribed tender fee.
Swaziland Energy Regulatory Authority

| Firstfloor, RHUS Office Park,

| Karl Grant Street

Mbabane

«Tender N0.8 of 2017/18, REQUESTFOR
RAFT REGULATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF ELECTRICIANS IN SWAZILAND"

or box situated at the SERA reception. If posted ensure that the RFP reaches
“Chief Executive Officer”. The closing time

Asigned and sealed tender hid clearly marked on the official envelop

PROPOSALS TO PREPARE D

should be deposited in the tend .
SERA on or before the closing date marked for the attention of the

th
forreceipt of tendersis 11 AM, on 13" March2018.

:nn:::::ss relating to the tender must be directesi via email orin writing to the Legal counsel at the following
addresses: maﬁemit@s_emg:&sz;

Swaziland Energy Regulatory Authority

P.0. Box 7137, Mbabane, H100, Swatziland .

tendencies that will be interpreted

¢ any actions or
Kindly note that any iil resultinimmediate disqualification of

' Influence the tendering processw

the toaderes,

SERA does not bind herselfto acceptthe lowestor any tender.

PV E4 ¢ ¢ A
L

25 ain amempk to interfiere wilth or i

KOMPHELA LEFT s ECER
DISAPPOINTED

coach unbelievable.”

Kick - Off

ve Kompela.

Ndoro’s eligibility stalemate set to drag on

JOHANNESBURG - Save Senior Counsel Nazeer Cassim - and binding.SA Football

the date; March 26 has been  will arbitrate the case between  Association (SAFA) legal offi-
set down for the hearing of  the Premier Soccer League  cer Tebogo Motlanthe con-
Tendai Ndoro’s eligibility  (PSL) and Ajax Cape Town, firmed the date.

case. and his decision will be final ~ Sport24

=y

LONLNINVESTMENTS] _

PROMOTIONS!

COMBO
1YRES

195/65 R15 - E350° |
4 @E1,400
= 19575 R15 -

PRICE ON REQUEST{
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4
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NEW STOCK COMING! -

Wanzini: Opposite Satellite Bus piay
Below Hub, Cell: 76398839 258057 -
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LOS ANGELES - Samir Nasri has

been banned from football fol-

lowing the investigation into the
intravenous drip treatm ent he
received at a Los Angeles linic.

The player’s legal repr « ntative

in the case, Juan de Di . Crespo
Perez, to d Press Associ (tion Sport
thatasi. -month suspens .on has been
imposec. on Nasri by UFFA, European
football’s governing body.

Former Arsenal and Manchester
City playmaker Nasri received 500
millilitres of hydration in the form
of sterile water containing micronu-
trient components on December 26,

¥ -

2016, while on holiday.

At the time, he was on loan from
City to Sevilla, and Nasri had report-
ed feeling ill and vomiting before
calling a doctor, his Maryland-based
former girlfriend Dr Sarabjit Anand
who provided an initial diagnosis.

Nasri received treatment from a
private medical company, Drip Doctors,
in his hotel room and later posed for
a photograph with the organisation’s
co-founder Jamila Sozahdah that
drew publicity.

World Anti-Doping Agency rules
state there is a 50 millilitre infusion
limit per six-hour period for active

d from foothall

ath- newspaper Marca reported Nasri has
letes. been banned for  Nasri is currently without a club,
A one year, stating  having left Antalyaspor in January

UEFA will con-  after just six months with the Turkish
request firmthattoday, team.
by Sevilla however Mrde  The 30-year-old former France
for a retroactive ther- Dias Crespo Perez  international played for Arsenal from
apeutic use exemption disputed that fig- 2008 to 2011 before moving to City
(TUE) for Nasri was refused > ure. for £25million, going on to win two
in February 2017 by UEFA, Heconfimed Nasri Premier League titles during his time
whose decision was later hasreceivedaban, at the En‘hgd Stadium. :
upheld by the Court & sayinginanemait.  During his loan spell at Sevilla last
of Arbitration for “Indeed. But he seasonhe made 30 appearances and
Sport. \ﬁ has receivedonly  scored three goals.

Spanish _ A - six months sus-  TEAMTALK
pension.”

Ronaldo's Benzema gesture
'speaks volumes' - Navas

MADRID - Cristiano Ronaldo's
selfless gesture to allow strug-
gling team-mate Karim
Benzema to score in Real
Madrid's rout of Alaves did
not come as a surprise to Keylor
Navas.

Ronaldo passed up the oppor-
tunity to complete his hat-trick
as he let Benzema seal Madrid's
4-0 victory over Alaves in La
Liga Saturday.

Benzema had enly scored three
league goals prior to the clash
at the Santiago Bernabeu before
five-time Ballon d'Or winner
Ronaldo paved the way for the
Frenchman to convert an 89th-
minute penalty.

"Cristiano's gesture speaks vol- But team-mate Lucas Vazquez
umes for the type of team this  wants to see the French forward
is and how he is as a person,"  continue playing well, with
goalkeeper Navas said post- Madrid now in the business end
match. of the season.

"He had a terrific game, pro-
vided two assists and scored.
We're really happy with his efforts

"We're all pulling in the same
direction and we have to show
our unity more than ever.

sport

'Best in history'
Messi lauded by
Barca colleagues

BARCELONA - Philippe Coutinho
and Sergio Busquets hailed the per-
formance of the "amazing"' Lionel Messi
in Barcelona's crushing 6-1 La Liga
victory over Girona.

The Argentina international set up Luis
Suarez for an equaliser after Girona had
taken a third-minute lead, and netted twice

"We're thrilled with Karim's ~ and let's hope that this contin-
goal, as team-mates, we have to  ues," the Spaniard said. himself; the second an inventive free-kick
stick together. We're always ~ "He's bang on formright now." steered under the opposition's defensive
going to fight foreach otherand ~ Defending champions Madrid wall at Camp Nou.
while there is a lot of talk about  are third in La Liga, 14 points Coutinho, a January arrival from Liverpool,

behind leaders and rivals
Barcelona, but are still alive in
the Champions League, where
they hold a 3-1 lead over PSG
heading into the second leg of
their last-16 tie. AFP

Karim at the moment, we have
to support one another."

Madrid boss Zinedine Zidane
also praised Ronaldo for help-
ing out Benzema , who has been
under fire for Madrid.

‘Neymar, Mbappe don't have PSG in their DNA'

PARIS - Neymar and Kylian
Mbappe may be superstar
additions at Paris Saint-Germain
but they do not have the club
in their DNA, says former
Parisiens player Pierre Ducrocg.

In an effort to position them-
selves at the top of domestic and
European games, the Ligue 1
heavyweights continue to invest
heavily in proven talent.

A record-breaking €222 mil-
lion deal acquired the services
of Neymar from Barcelona in

the summer of 2017, with Mbappe |

joining him in the French capi-

tal from Monaco in a deal which

will eventually be worth €180m.

Both men have impressed in

new surroundings, but Ducrocq

acknowledges that neither has

PSG in their heart ahead of a

derby date with arch-rivals

Marseille.

A former acadeny graduate at
Darc des Princes told Goal: "You
cannot ask the players to have
1pis feeling in their heart.

s not ir; their DNA, like ot_her
i ers who are Parisians like
E;".ar.'-cn ] Rabiot or [Presnel]
K«“ gl -ﬂbe.”

NO DNA: Neymar and Kylian Mbappe

Mbappe was actually born on demanding fan base in Paris, but

END OF THE
ROAD: Samir
Nasri.

Salah, Ma;)ne 'and
Firmino praised

LONDON - Plaudits continue to rain
down on Liverpool’s front three of
Mohamed Salah, Sadio Mane and Roberto
Firmino, with Emre Can the latest to
hail their “unbelievable” talents.

The Reds have been full of goals this sea-
son, with their collective tally across all

also supplied an assist for Suarez before
getting on the scoresheet, and the Brazilian
is already revelling in a productive rela-
tionship with his superstar team-mates.
"Leo is amazing," he told Movistar.
"He fooled everyone with his goal. It's
incredible how good he is. Each game we
understand each other better, with him,
with Suarez, he's very important for us.
"Bit by bit I'm learning and I have a lot
of work todo." Holding midfielder Busquets
;choed the sentiments of Coutinho, say-
ing of Messi's contribution: "He always
makes the difference and that's what makes
him the best player in the world and in
the history of football."Ousmane Dembele
could not find the back of the net himself
but did tee up Suarez for the Uruguayan
to complete his hat-trick. and Coutinho
expects the young France international to

competitions passing 100 during a Premier hit his strj
L ] . <t Ha : e stride spon.
eAa%ue meeting W}_tlm West Ham. Barcelona olav unique football," he
earsome attacking unit has contributed said i ay g 2

66 efforts towards that century, with Salah
leading the way with 31 during a remark-
able debut campaign at Anfield.

Firmino, meanwhile, has 22 goals to his
name and Mane 13, with the in-form trio
all on the scoresheet once again in a crush-
ing 4-1 victory over the Hammers.

the outskirts of Paris, but head-  they came as little surprise to Can told Liverpool’s official website after
ed south to Monaco at an early ~ Ducrocq. another star showing: "I's amazing, The
age. “Kylian didn't grow upinParis. ~ front three can score in every game at any
He has already conceded that ~ He went to Monaco at a very ~ minute. It's unbelievable how good they
he was unaware of the intense  young age," he added. “It was  are. They did it again.
rvaly betveen PSG and Marseile his first PSG-OM. Its not like ~ "We are always happy if they can score
stating after a 2-2 draw between when you grow up in the PSG  and we win."
the two sides in October: “We training academy. You can attend @ v mfernebiofal Catactially
didn't realise how importantthat  SIX O seven PSG-OM games.  the scoring against West Ham, with the 24-
game was.” “The most important thing is  year-old nodding home from a well-rehearsed
Those comments were not par- how he reacts after that game.”  set-piece.
GOAL Daily Mail

ticularly well received by a

'jDe‘leele is a great player, I'm sure that
with time and work we will learn. We

wantto do the best we can.”
TEAMTAL K
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MANCHESTER - Ip injury time
at Old Trafford, Romely Lukaku
received the ball with his back to
goal, turned and powe
up field.

Itwas a pressure relieving moment
for Manchester United as :he\.-' hung
onto their lead but it was ajso symt
bolic. It was a sign of what the
Belgian can do and, if we feel we
don't see enough of it, then maybe
we can say the same about Jose
Mourinho's United team alsg.

This was a win that United deserved.
A goal down in the first half and
second best in most areas at that
stage, United's grip on second place
in the Premier League and indeed

- ontheir own confidence seemed to
be growing weaker.

Chelsea's Willian had made the
most of a number of mistakes in the
United midfield — the first of them
by Paul Pogba — to race away and
thunder a shot through David de
Gea after half an hour,

But from that point on, United
found something of their true selves
torecover and prosper. Mourinho's
team -with Lukaku leading them
on - showed glimpses of how they
can play when the mood takes them
and ultimately it proved enough.

red away

LUKAKU SCORES, ASSISTS

INSPIRE RED DEVILS VICTORY

They were maybe a little fortu-
nate with five minutes to go when
Alvaro Morata drove the ball in
froma tightangle. Chelsea's Spanish
striker looked offside and was flagged
offside. However, replays suggest-
ed otherwise. Their equaliser, not
long before half time, was a lovely
goal. Lukaku started and finished

it and it served to liberate United.
The home team did not go on to
overpower Chelsea. The second half
was tight and there were few chances.
But United did grow stronger as
Chelsea seemed to tire and when
Lukaku crossed well towards sub-
stitute Jesse Lingard with fifteen
minutes left, he escaped his mark-

er to direct a header in to the cor-
ner at the Stretford End.

For Mourinho there will be some
satisfaction in beating Chelsea man-
ager Antonio Conte. The two men
do not like each other. For the record,
the managers shook hands relatively
cordially at the start and the end of
the game. Daily Mail

Dembele fuels Celtic v,
defeat of Aberdeen

ABERDEEN - Moussa Dembele helped Celtic
retain their nine-point lead at the top of the
Scottish Premiership with a goal and an assist
in yesterday's 2-0 win away to Aberdeen.

Frenchman Dembele headed the defending
champions ahead on 37 minutes at Pittodrie
before triggering a late counter-attack that result-
ed in Kieran Tiemney sealing the victory.

Celtic crashed out of the last 32 of the Europa
League in midweek following a 3-1 aggregate
defeat by Zenit St Petersburg but showed their
domestic quality against an Aberdeen side that
has now lost back-to-back matches.

"It was brilliant win for us 72 hours after the
game in Russia at, arguably, one the most dif-

_ed Arsenal on Sky Sports.

ficult places to come," Celtic boss Brendan  ; ,\i, N - Gary Neville hit  Commentating on the game for
Rodgers told the BBC. out at Arsenal's players over  Sky Sports, Neville began to rant
"Moussa (Dembele) is a big game player and their performances during yes-  during the second half when the
we are at the stage of the season where he comes terday's Carabao Cup final Gunners were two goals
alive in terms of what the team needs fromhim." o6 to Manchester City. behind.Neville was furious at
Scott Sinclair and Tom Rogic returned to the The Gunners were thrashedby ~ Aaron Ramsey, Granit Xhaka
starting line-up for the Hoops, butitwas Aberdeen  premier League leaders City at  and Mesut Ozil for what he per-
who nearly struck first when Kari Arason was Wembley courtesy of goals from ceived as a lack of effort.
inches away from connecting with a Kenny Sergio Walking
McLean free-kick. Aguero, N“L.C:?k f;t Rt:jms;;y walking,”
: assert their authority with Vincent eville fumed. 'He's walking.
Celtic then began to o Kompany Xhaka's walking, Ozil's walk-

Sinclair hitting the crossbar from a comer in

and David

ing. They're walking! Don't walk

the 16th minute, before Rogic ;
k > : Silva. at Wembley.
was denied by a save at point- e :
blank rangzy from Freddie . Don'twalk ona football pitch.
It's impossible. You're two-nil
Woodman. down, run.'Moments later, after

Aberdeen escaped again when .
Olivier Ntcham drilled a 25-yard.eﬁ"ort against
the upright, but the hosts fell behind with half-
fime approaching as James Forrest crossed for
Dembele to nod in for his 10th goal of the

campaign.

JOHAN-
NESBURG -
Orlando Pirates

=

BLASTED: Gary Neville name-checked Ramsey, Xhaka and Ozil as he blast-

'Arsenal are spineless and an absolute disgrace'

goal No 3, Neville continued: 'A
minute before that goal I men-
tioned the walking and then the
retreating runs of Ramsey and
Xhaka ambling and jogging back...
absolute disgrace they are.

“They are an absolute disgrace.
Walking on a football pitch at
Wembley, giving up... spineless.’

As the Sky camera panned to
a young Arsenal fan crying,
Neville added: “Look at that.
That's what you cause.”

“All a fan wants to see is a play-
er running as fast as he can and
as hard as he can.

Daily Mail

rlando Pirates beat Chippa

to go second

iser i i T h e

The Dons threatened an equaliser in the overcame Chippa -
73rd minute when Dorus de Vries par- United 42 inan ABSA  Buccancers dominated pos-
ried 2 McLean drive, with follow-up Premiership matchat  Stssion from.the start w1¢
efforts from Niall McGinn and Anthony ¢the Nelson Mandela Bemard Mo_msqn and Justin
Connor blocked by Celtic defend- Bay Stadium on yes- mm@ lively upfront
s orced topl fertay! he visitors,
A if(::idm 10 e b:ctory took the  Milutin Sredojevic's side
B ﬂ;e]?nal' ;gs tln:én dljl:nissal of Buccaneers to second ~ Was Plzﬂi;i;merprising
= v t on the league stand- football _ were award-
Mikael Lustig for a second isf'l)gs, while the Chilli eda free-kick in a promis-
yellow card, but Alendess Boys slipped down to  Igdreain the fifth minute.
Were punished on the - ninth place on the table. Shonga then stepped up
while chasing a way back and he forced Chippa goal-
into the game.

AFP

keeper Brighton Mhlongo
into a good diving save from
the set-piece. Howeyer, the
hosts grew in confidence
as the match progressed and
they managed to break the
deadlock in the 18th minute.

Andile Mbenyane set-up
Mixolisi Macuphu, who beat
Pirates keeper Jackson
Mabokgwane with a beau-
tiful volley to make it 1-0
to Chippa. Kick Off

'106S

ABSA Premiership
Team P

Sundowns 22
Orlando Pirates 22
Kaizer Chiefs 22
Maritzburg 22
Free State 22
Cape Town City 22
Baroka FC 22
Bidvest Wits 22
Chippa United 22
AmaZuluFC 22
Golden Arrows 22
SuperSport 22

‘Bloemfontein 21

Polokwane City 21
Ajax CT 22
Platinum Stars 22

Premier League

Team P

Man City 27
ManUnited 28
Liverpool 28
Tottenham 28
Chelsea 28
Arsenal 27
Bumley 28
Leicester City 28
Everton 28
Watford 28
Boumnemouth 28
Brighton 28
West Ham 28
Huddersfield 28
Newcastle 28
Southampton 28

Crystal Palace 28
Swansea City 28
Stoke City 28
West Brom 28

Spanish LaLiga

Team P
Barcelona 25
Atlético Madrid 24
RealMadrid 25
Valencia 24
Villarreal 25
Sevilla 24
Celta de Vigo 25
Eibar 25
Girona 25
Getafe 25
Real Betis 24
Leganés 25
Real Sociedad 24
Athletic Club. 24
Espanyol 25
Deportivo 25
Levante 24
Las Palmas 25
DeportivoLC 25
Malaga 24
Italian Serie A
Team P
Napoli 25
Juventus 25
Lazio 26
Internazionale 26
Roma 25
Sampdoria 26
Milan 25
Atalanta 25
Torino 26
Fiorentina 26
Udinese 26
Bologna 26
Genoa 26
Chievo 26
Cagliari 25
Sassuolo 26
Crotone 26
SPAL 26
Hellas Verona. 26
Benevento 26
Bundesliga

Team P
Bayern 24
Dortmund 23
Schalke 04 24
Frankfurt 24
Leverkusen 24
REB Leipzig ~ 23
M'gladbach 24
Hoffenheim 24
Hannover 96 24
Augsburg 23
Hertha BSC 24
Stuttgart 24
Freiburg 24
Werder Bremen 24
Wolfsburg 24
Mainz 05 24
Hamburger SV 24
Kdln 23
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PUSHING: Mngometulu controls the
ball while Siphelele Gamedze
blocks him.

TUSSLE: Highlanders Mthobisi Mngometulu vyinping
the ball fmn? Moyeni’s Siphelele Gamedze. (FPics: Lucky

Simelane)
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NOT THIS ONE: Moyeni United goalkeeper Mfanufikile Nkambule making a

BEmrmg e g

/ESCG, YAYIFUNA: Mbabane Highlanders' Thabiso Mokenkoane scor-
ing the team’s first goal. .

] <
— ] <

MORE
GOALS:
‘Landers
scoring
their sec-
ond goal.

RIGHT -
NET:
Another
‘Landers
goal.

YES: Thabiso
Okenkoane

“Clebrates his P !
goal. -‘i"
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PRES.ENT: PLS Chief Operation Officer Pat Vilakati with =~ MARCHING IN; Mbabane Swallows and Milling e Aocmen - SSTRRR
SwaziBank Managing Director Zakhele Lukhele. Hotspurs players on their way to the field of play. P e x' B =

BALL CONTROL: Swallows'
Wonder 'Samba Jive' Nhleko con-
trols the ball while Milling's
Likhwa Tfwala moves closer.

F
- CLEAR: Phetsa Sy N
'*%‘ Shongwe clear- m
| ing away the ball

| from Tony -
» Tsabedze.

T
b} Ay
S 2 3 £ |

WHOSE BALL: Milling’s Likhwa

Tfwala trying to mark Swallows’ IT'S A GOAL:

Sifiso Mabila. Mbabane

: Swallows

RIGHT - DONE DEAL: Swallows" thirc.!' goal
third goal. Swalflows won 3- 0. ag{afnst
Milling.

WELL BEATEN: Young Buffaloes first goal against
Hiatikhulu Tycoons. Buifaioes won 3-0.

P

KHONABAZO NETFWA: Referees leading SwaziBank
defending champions Young Buffaloes and Hiatikhulu
Tycoons to the pitch.

NO WAY:
Young :
Buffaloes®
Phiwa Dlamini
trying to go
past a Hiatikuilu

player.

- WE ffas'Siboniso Nge'

nya attempts to go pa_s.t Hiati-
khulu Tycoons Mcebisi Matse.

-

Buffs celebrat-
ing their first
goal.
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PROFESSOR LOOKING T0 GO
FAR IN SWAZI BANK CUP

A

’ﬂan B&I

All your iotest WORLD FOOTBALL fan

@ Paris St-Germain and Brazil striker Neymar,
26, has told Real Madrid he wanfs more money
than the Spanish club’s 33-year-o 1Portugal for-
ward Cristiano Ronaldo in order .0 seal a move
to the Bernabeu. (Sunday Exg  .5)

@ France mic jelder Paul Pog «ais ready to leave

| By Qondile Ntiwane

SOCCER - MBABANE
Highlanders Coach Professor
Ngubane is looking to go far in

side progress to the next round of
the knockout tournament.

"We started a bit slow even after
scoring the goal. But in the sec-
ond we came hard on them. The
plan was to score many goals so

“T wouldn't want fo state which  against the Premier League outfit
team I would want to play next wasa good experience for them.
"We did all we could during the

but my wish is to go far in this

tournament. This would be good

for the team." he said.
Working

game but we were playing a good
team.
We gained a lot of experience

Mancheste: Jnited if Map zer Jose Mourinho the Swazi Bank Cup. { A 2
stays on at Old Trafford. (Sun on Sunday) e e e B they do not come back. They are ‘The coach said they would con-  from this game and being a team
gore Moyeni United 5- 1 at the a good team but [ am happy with  tinue working hard and prepare  that just got promoted to the Super

» Former England Manager Glenn Hoddle says Somhlolo National Stadium. th the win.” for the next match. League, we will use the experi-
‘there is a fantastic player in there’ when it comes b b h iz He said his players did well on Meanwhile, Moyeni United coach  ence gained to better ourselves in
to Manchester United's Pogba, 24, but ‘whether ey happyiio scchis the day. Mandla Shabalala said playing the campaign,” he said

Mourinho can find him is the question’. (Mail on

Sunday)

e nemans  MoNENi, Tambuti claim wins in Under-20 SwaziBan k Cup

monitoring Lazio's 22-year-old Serbia midfield- — -

er Sergej Milinkovic-Savic, who is rated at £80m. l By Sibusiso Dlamini J Ofl;,tihe “’“ﬁa"?e‘g Ko

(Sunday Mirror) eanwhile, in the second match,
% SOCCER - MONENI Pirates and Lubombo based side Tambuti hand-

- ed Malanti Chiefs another thrash-

@ Former Manchester United boss Louis van Gaal  Tambuti collected maximum e hem6-0

is in the frame to replace Antonio Conte at Chelsea ints with Baticwi .

il Jhatvenibelinnand techbs | meggt st OB N}’:,;:':iszga"hief“‘ following their historical 0 - 18 loss
board deteriorates further. The 66-year-old Dutchman respectively. > againstarmy side Young Buffaloes
l(?s' l:ﬁg fo;;{mﬂler chance in the Premier League. This was during their SwaziBank in the league. The Northem Hhohho
lay Mirror) Cup groups stage encounters played side started the match with 10 men
we in the field and Tambuti capitalised
@® Chelsea Manager Antonio Conte will not tone itotf)]; Manzini Club yesterday after- : = g:] tgat, scgnring ?'Lnur go‘:;l:lbe;%re

d his touchline behavi fter being told off 5 = T =8 through Solomon Shongw
bgvi:?s f]:ll?e;(}o;%ii:g itir‘)?cu;i?n 21;1 tzlgiidoelir?es The first match saw Moneni Pirates ~ olutely. _ After the break, the striker ﬂ’?lmﬂ T sabedzzsol\ld 8 S o %
during the recent defeat by Watford. (Sunday ~ take onRed Lions. The first goal came 10 minutes *Hiokolozz’ doubled theadvaniage NG00 TSI%EC8 148 oDt

Express) The Sea Robbers had a brightstart _ before break when Moneni Pirates  and two minutes later versatile and Msimisi Matsebula.

into the match as they would now predator Celani ‘Hlokoloza’ Mabila ~ defender Sandziso ‘Cheese’ Simelane After the break Malanti Chiefs
@ Manchester United and Spain goalkeeper David and again threaten the opposition scored with an easy tap-in after a  scored the third. tried to come back, but it was Tambuti
de Gea wants a £350 000-a-week deal to stay at  with counter attacks. beautiful build-up. Mabila then hit the final nail in who sn_:qred two more goals with
Msimisi Matsebula and Masiko

0ld Trafford. The 27-year-old earns around
£180,000 a week but lags behind Chile forward
Alexis Sanchez, who is on £505 000 a week. (Sun
on Sunday)

@® Watford's Frenchmidfielder Abdoulaye Doucoure,
25, says he welcomes interest from Arsenal and
Liverpool before the summer transfer window.
(L'Equipe, via Metro)

@ England fans have reacted angrily after they
were allocated 1 659 tickets for the World Cup
group match with Belgium at the 35 000-capac-
ity Kaliningrad Stadium. (Sunday Mirror)

@ Former Gunner Robert Pires says Arsenal's
2003-04 ‘Tnvincibles’ had "more talent and spir-
it" than the current Manchester City team. (BT

Sport)

@ Chelsea and Crystal Palace have clashed
over the best way to treat injured midfielder
Ruben Loftus-Cheek. The 22-year-old England
international, who is on loan at Palace, has =
been out since the end of December. (Daily

Star Sunday)

@ Arsenal and Colombia goalkeeper David |
Ospina, 29, says he would be open to leav-
ing the Gunners this summer in a bid for
first-team football. (Directy, via Daily Star
Sunday)

The match went to recess with the

Red Lions were, however, up to
Moneni Buccaneers leading 1-0.

the challenge as they defended res-

the coffin, claiming his hattrick to
hand 'Amabhubesi’ their first loss

Dlamimi claiming their braces.

Caleb Ngwenya hails "Xavi’

impact

{ By Sibongiseni Zondi

] after returning from a spell with AS Vita. Playing

SOCCER - GREEN Mamba coach
Caleb Ngwenya praised

attacking midfield-
er Mthunzi ‘Xavi’
Mkhontfo after his

Mkhontfo
signed with
Green Mamba
in the recent
January transfer window

in only his second match for the club, Xavi'
scored a goal and assisted another at the Mavuso
Sports Centre, subsequently drawing praise from
his coach after the win.

"] think he is improving his physical condi-
tion with each passing game. He is coming from
a long lay-off so it will take him sometime (to

We also created a number of chances espe-
Qially in the first halfbut I think it's a good leam-
ing curve. We will now focus on the league. I
can't blame my players," Badara said.

¥ Nyanga to manage ‘Spider’s showboating
¥ SOCCER- Manzini Wanderers

out Maseko's showboating.

Their players
are over-age -

Malanti coach
7

SOCCER - MALANTI Chiefs Under-20 coach
Sicelo Dlamini has complained of Tambuti's
'over-age' players,

| By Sibusiso Dlamini

The coach said this when interviewed during
his post-match interview after his side's 0 - 6 loss

ide's 4-0 d ;
side's rub- b peak physical condition)," Ngwenya said.
bing of Hub R
Sumilovs e Sundowns coach Alou Badara meanwhile said
z he could not blame his players after the heavy
b SwaziBank Cup piay
& last 32 on del:'feaL " :
Saturday, 'l can't say it's a big loss. If you look atit,I  to Tambuti.
think we were not bad.

IDlamini made it clear that he was content with
his charge.s performance and blamed the loss on
tl'lf opposition players' ‘over-age'.

['am happy with my players’ performance as
they tried their best
but it was not to
be. I, however,
blame this losg
entirely on the glar-
ing fraud in age,

coach Nyanga ‘Crooks’ Hlophe  "Spider is still growing up. I think

Itis notright, and

says he will have to cleverly man- 3 boy like hi I don'
- - young boy like him needs proper on't know hy
@ Newcastle Manager Rafacl Benitez is | :'_2 age new midfielder Manqoba mentorship. We need to teach him  they manageot‘:;
not worried about forward Islam Slimani's Ay~ 'Spider' Maseko's showboating {0 cut down on the showboating slow- beat the system »
injury, which is set to keep him on the su(i!e— habits. . ly because you can't stop it in one He said it wag
lines until the end of next month, and - g : "i Maseko, who was signed from  day. He needs a talking to of course,” ~ Wong for other
believes the 29—year—old Algeria inter- &3 3 Ml‘das City in the January transfer Hlophe said. " teams to cheat
national is getting closer to his debut. g : , 1 pm ! Ed!heME“’“soSPO"S Bad Boys coach Mpendulo Mawelela On the other hand, his Tambuti counterpart
(Chronicle) . A]SD L ——— hj?{;fle CIOst‘it:eﬁl;e}:ts Bsakc;lls as  meanwhile blamed the loss on a lapse isrshmaﬂ %Wgne refuted the claims against his play-
R ; u Vanderers side in concentration. > A0 lauded them, f t perfi ce
9 England Manager Gareth SOX?;%{MC Mkhontfo and Tebogo 2-1 in the SwaziBank Cup on " think it was a matter of a lapse Lthink its al] yropg :)r:a% ;Tay:rrsm ai: “over
and S.cotkmd counterparé Motale celebrating e Saturday. While happy withthe  in concentration. We knew wewere o We have al] e proof on my player’s card
wirLeisharesettostep up © ?gs their third goal. _°  midfielder's overall contribu-  going to be under pressure from the and this is why g s misleading claims infuri-
Pf‘d” P;:; S;;?(Ij.?niti; z&%:ﬁe P, W — - tioﬁ,lxﬁgds:rshcoach word go but we tried defending as a ?:f ‘:1; y I“l?“:l;my boys were brilliant and deserved
HRCHTE . b s i - . 8 he Will ti " . - We defini . § 3
et A Tominay toplay P or their ik if . have fo gradually eut eam." Mawelela said. phy." he saig. finitely would love to win the tro

comies. (Times -
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SOCCER - MBABANE Highlanders
cruised through to the next round
of the Swazi Bank Cup after thrash-
ing Moyeni United 5 -1.
This was during a luke-

They, however, managed
to break the deadlock in the 14th
minute through the lanky South Affican
forward Thabiso Mokenkoane, who
slotted home a Menzi Sithole pass.
Highlanders continued pushing num-
bers forward but were unfortunate not

..'.*?oe&j)-

IMPHAMA: Highianders players celebrating one of their five goals.

SHISA MPAMA AS BULL
CRUISE TO LAST 16

to convert the chances.

By Qondile Ntiwane Sithole added Highlanders” tally to
‘ two just before the breather when he
blasted home a Xolani ‘Chocco’

MOYER.asess s v s rmsnincnasnasanss (O)1  Sibandze corner kick.
Highlanders. 2)5 Highlanders came hard at the oppo-

sition, which could have been the first
to score in the stanza but were denied
by goalkeeper Sidumo Vilakati, who
tipped over the bar a right flank shot
by Nkosingphile Isaac Dlamini

in the 50th minute.

warm encounter played @l GHL 4 W The full of blunder
at the Somhlolo National & 0(0 Moyeni goalkeeper
Stadium yesterday. < ) made what was his
The black and white g & brilliant save on the
side just proved too | @ = | day in the 53rd
strong for the Manzini = (D 5 minute when he
Super League side but (Ezimnyama Ngenkani) tipped back into a
missed chances in the play another ‘Chocco’
early minutes of the game. comer kick shot.

Substitute Melusi

Dlamini rattled the netin the

75th after heading home a ball looped

over the advancing Nkambule by
Mokenkoane.

The black and white ensemble was

at it again eight minutes before time

and itwas Micheal Musonda who had
been in the field less than five min-
utes after resting Mokenkoane.

The Zimbabwe-born striker fired a
shot past the goalkeeper at close range.

Moyeni got their consolation goal
two minutes later after being award-
ed a penalty by referee Leticia Viena
after Celumusa Simelane was brought
down inside the box. The spot kick
was coolly converted by Sphelele
Gamedze.

Scored

But the party for the Black Bull was
not over as they scored their fifth four
minutes before time and it was yet
another substitute Mthobisi Mngomezulu
to tapped a pass from inside the box
into the net.

THE TEAMS:

Moyeni - Mfanufikile, Mbuso,
Bhekumusa, Sphelele, Mxolisi, Jackie
Amos, Nkosingphile, Mzwandile,
Sandile, Celumusa.

Highlanders - Sidumo Vusumuzi
Peter Simphiwe Mncedisi Bhekinkosi
(Melusi) Thabiso (Musonda) Menzi,
Mthobisi, Sibusiso (Thami), Xolani.
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PHIWA HATTRICK FIRES
BUFFALOES THROUGH

By Sibongiseni Zondi I
TPCOORS.ceresssrneeeerramarn 00
Buffaloes........c...ex... Geenl(2)3

SOCCER- Young Buffaloes got
the defence of their SwaziBank
Cup title off to a perfect start with
a 5-0 drubbing of Hlathikhulu
Tycoons yesterday inspired by a
hattrick from striker Phiwayinkhosi
Dlamini.

The last 32 match between the
two sides was the last of three in
the tournament's grand opening at
Somhlolo National Stadium.

Buffaloes were eager to get over
the disappointment they suffered
in midweek as they were knocked
out of the CAF Confederation Cup
by Cape Town City.

The first real chance of the match
came as early as the 6th minute as
Buffaloes striker Phiwa Dlamini
rattled the crossbar with a power-
ful shot from inside the box.

The army side would find their
opener in the 19th minute through
Wandile Maseko who hit a lovely
freekick from the edge of the box
into the back of the net.

Just before the half hour mark,
Buffaloes doubled their lead via
the boot of Sifiso Mazibuko. The
winger tapped in an easy one after
a scramble inside the Tycoons box
following a Buffaloes freekick.

Buffaloes were in total control of

proceedings from the second goal
onwards and saw out the rest of the
first half as the match went into the
halftime break with Dominic Kunene's
charges 2-0 ahead.

When the second half resumed,
Buffaloes picked up where they
had left off in the first stanza. They
found their third just two minutes
into the half through Phiwa who
hit home from close range, finish-
ing off what looked to be a goal-
bound effort from fellow forward

- Ndoda Mtsetfwa.

Buffaloes were running riot and
added a fourth in the 66th minute
through Phiwa who headed in from
playmaker Sandile Gamedze's cor-
ner for his second.

Phiwa completed his hattrick six
minutes later in stylish fashion as
he powered home a drive from range
to put his side 5-0 in front.

Buffaloes took their feet off the
pedal in the final minutes as they
saw out the remainder of the match.
The final score read 5-0 in favour
of the defending champions.

THE TEAMS:

Tycoons - Simelane (A. Dlamini),
Mhlanga, Nkambule, M. Dlamini,
S. Dlamini, Mdluli, Matse, S.
Simelane, Maziya, M. Mabuza, A.
Mabuza

Buffaloes - Gwebu, Mamba, M.
Dlamini, Gamedze (Sibonelo),
Ngwenya, Mkhwanazi, Tsabedze,
Maseko, Phiwa, Mazibuko
(Nkonyane), Ndoda (Mkhabela)

Milling gave us tough time — *Koki’

By Sibusiso Masilela

Birds fly into SwaziBank Cup next round

By Sibusiso Masilela

Mbabarne SWalIoWS..cccavereecsnns ()3
Milling HOISPUFS.e-coasersssne .. ()0

SOCCER - DEFENDING champi-
ons Mbabane Swallows are through
to the Iast 16 of this year’s. SwaziBank
Cup after thrashing Milling Hotpurs
30 during 2 match played at Somhlolo
National Stadium yesterday.

The red and white glamour s;@e. eas-
ily diffused the National First Division
cup specialists in the dn:zzlmg after-
noon of the  Uyayifina Na grand apen-
ing.
Doing the job for Swallov'vs were the
seasou%d pair of Tony 'TT' Tsabedze,
Wonder'Samba Jive Nhieko and Nigerian
striker Daniel Atakorah, who all found
the back of the net for the. local CJAF

champions League envoys.

Birds’ skipper ‘TT’ opened the scor-
ing with only 11 minutes of the match
with a simple header that came from a
Banele 'Pupu’ Sikhondze corner.

Speedy Winger 'Samba Jive' nearly
made it 2-0 before the half hour mar?(
when his rasping 35-yard freekick hit
the upright with Milling goalkeeper
Sibusiso Dlamini at sea.

Missed .

Milling striker Lungelo Nyont gould
have leveled matters for his side in the
33th minute but his low curler missed
target by a whisker following a good

attacking move. '
The match went to break with Swallows

leading by a solitary goal.

The second half saw Swallows con-
tinue to dominate proceedings and even-
tually doubled the advantage in ‘the 75th
minute through a shot from ‘Samba
Jive’ that went between the legs of the

bemused Sibusiso Dlamini in the visi-
tors goals.

The keeper thought he would easily
make a save after a weak shot from
‘Samba Jive’ but only for the ball to
kiss the back of the net.

The player was also shocked to see
the ball at the back of the net as he some-
how missed the ball when taking the
shot.

Swallows second substitute Daniel
Atokorah putthe final nail in the Milling
coffin five minutes before fillltime when
he tapped home a 'Samba Jive' corner
kick.

He benefitted from a scramble inside
the box to make it 3-0, shattering the
cup dreams of the Manzini based side.

THE TEAMS:

Swallows - Sandile, Mabila, Mkhweli,
Siphamandla, Palma, Njabulo, Wonder,
Banele, Sandile, Felix ,Tony

Milling - Sibusiso, Linda, Phetsa,
Fanose, Macome, Likhwa, Bhekisisa,
Reagen, Mthokozisi, Nyoni
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SOCCER - MBABANE
Swallows coach Thabo ‘Koki -
¢ Vilakati says Milling
Hotspurs gave them a tough
time despite their 3-0 win \§
over the First Division
side during the
2018 SwaziBank
round ‘of 32
encounter played
at the Somhlolo
National
Stadium yes-
terday.

Vilakati stat-
ed they had to
dig deep into
their reserves
to book their
place in the
next round of
the 14-year-old
knockout com-
petition. *“We had
to double our efforts on
the day due to their pre-
vious good cup record
and [ told my players to
press them hard and go for
an early goal. They still
showed character even after
conceding the goal and main-
tained their play of using
counterattacks.

] am happy we emerged
victorious and I commend

my players for their fighting spirit
which they demonstrated until the
end of the match,” he said.
Meanwhile, his Milling coun-
terpart Xolani Sigudla said he
was happy with his team’s
- showing despite the loss.
“I think we played well on
the day where we
only failed to
organise our-
selves at the
back and
allowed
fh e
oppo-
sition
t o
score
a n
early
goal.
W e
wanted to
contain
themand try
punish them
towards the end
and possibly take
the match into a
shootout but things
didn’t go according to
plan,” he said.

TOUGH TIME:
Mbabane Swallows
coach Thabo ‘Koki’
Vilakati .




ENGLilSH LEAGUE CUP FINAL
'senal - i
REMIER LEAGUE 0-3 Manchester City
‘anchester United
~tystal Palace
Vatford
Surnley
AFC Boumemouth
\West Bromwich Albion
Liverpool
Brighton & Hove Albion
Leicester City
SPANISH LALIGA
Athletic Club

Chelsea
Tottenham
Everton
Southampton
Newcastle United
Huddersfield Town
West Ham United
Swansea City
Stoke City
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Malaga

Gelafe

Girona

Las Palmas
Deportivo Alavés
Eibar

Espanyol

Schalke
Hamburger SV
Hertha BSC
Eintracht Frankfurt
Frelburg Wirsol
Borussia M'gladbach
Walfsburg

o

2
1
6
0
4
2
1]
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BUNDESLIGA
Bayer Leverkusen
Werder Bremen
Bayem Minchen
Stuttgart
Hoffenheim
Hannover 96

Mainz 05

ABSA PREMIERSHIP
Chippa United
Golden Arrows
Kaizer Chiefs

Celtic

Free State Stars
Mamelodi Sundowns
Cape Town City FC
Baroka FC
Maritzburg United

Man City lift
Carabao Cup

LONDON - Manchester City won their first
trophy under Pep Guardiola as they brushed
aside Arsenal in the Carabao Cup final at
Wembley.

Sergio Aguero took advantage of some poor
Shkodran Mustafi defending to latch on to Claudio
Bravo's goal-kick and lob David Ospina for the
opener. Captain Vincent Kompany diverted home
[lkay Gundogan's shot to double their lead.

And David Silva added the third when he
smashed home from Danilo's pass.

The Gunners were as pooras the scoreline sug-
gests and their best chance came at 0-0 but Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang's close-range effort was
at Bravo. The League Cup remains the only
domestic trophy Arsene Wenger has not won at
Arsenal, losing in the final for the third time in
his 21-year reign.

Kompany started in the landmark win over
Manchester United at Old Trafford, and in the
recent 4-0 victory at Basel too. For a forgotten
man, this is becoming an increasingly memo-
rable season. Kompany's goal marked the end of
Arsenal's resistance and summed up the canyon
between these two sides.

He may be a relative veteran but he was think-
ing quicker than any of the younger men around
him when he gave his team a two goal 58th minute
lead. Kevin De Bruyne took a short corer to the
edge of the area, lkay Gundogan hit a low shot
and Kompany was first to react, turning the ball
past David Ospina in the Arsenal goal.

One can argue about the position of Leroy Sane
which in the days when football's rules made
sense would have been offside, but it wasn't in
the modern game and Craig Pawson did not even
2o to VAR to ask if a man standing inside the
six yard box two yards behind any Arsenal defend-
er might have been interfering with play.

It would have been a moot point anyway because
Arsenal pretty much used Kompany's goal as an
excuse to stop interfering with play themselves
and the third, in the 65th minute, was merely a
matter of time.

Jack Wilshere lost the ball, Danilo slipped the
ball into the penalty area and David Silva was
first onto it — he could hardly have been second
aiven how slowly Arsenal were moving — fin-
E:f]jng smartly to put the outcome beyond doubt.
Ifit ever was.

Mavbe it was an illusion; maybe it was an acci-
dent and on the touchline Pep Guardiola was
silently seething, but Manchester City did seem
o be considerably more correct against Arsenal

than-isual, Daily Mail
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Orlando Pirates
Ajax Cape Town
Bloemfontein

AmaZulu FC
SuperSport United
Bidvest Wits
Polokwane City
Platinum Stars
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fOUR BIBLE, THEN WE’RE YOUR CHURCH
MONDAY FEBRUARY 26, 2018

'NO UPSETS IN UYAYIFUNA NA AS...

' LAST 16 TEAMS:
Midas City
: Royal Leopard
' ' Sikahlo se-Africa
Callies
Red Lions

Moneni Pirates
Matsapha United
Manzini Sundowns
Malanti Chiefs
Green Mamba
T n s ' Mangzini Wanderers

CK Survival vs Tambuti (pending)
‘ By Mphikeleli Msibi

Vovovo
Sports Editor

Mbabane Highlanders
Mbabane Swallows
Young Buffaloes

SOCCER -NORMALITY observed. Those
two words perfectly sum up yesterday’s
SwaziBank Cup grand opening which saw
the big guns in Mbabane Highlanders,
Mbabane Swallows and Young Buffaloes
ease into the last 16 of the ‘UYAYIFUNA

NA’ competition.

Highlanders were the first to take to the stage 3 - HIGH BALL: Milling
at Somhlolo National Stadium, taking on - I & ‘ Hotspurs goalkeeper
Moyeni United. The Bull supporters would ¢ - N Sibusiso Dlamini making a
have been forgiven for being anxious before ' ' 1 save during their game
the match as they had indeed seen their side A against Mbabane
suffer an embarrassing loss to Milling Hotspurs Swallows where they lost
in the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup earlier this 3 - 0 yesterday at Som-

hlolo National Stadium.

season. But Highlanders made light work of
(Pics: Lucky Simelane)

United, hitting five past their opponents in a
one-sided match at the national stadium.

Inspired by new forwards Thabiso Mokenkoane
and Mthobisi Mngomezulu, the *Black Bull’
could have scored even more in a ruthless per-
formance that will surely inspire their fans
going into the last 16.

Responded

Then came the Mbabane Swallows vs Milling
Hotspurs match. Swallows had come into the
match bruised after their 1-3 defeat to Bantu
FC of Lesotho in the CAF Champions League
last Wednesday. But the ‘Birds’ responded
well yesterday, completely dominating giant
killers Milling Hotspurs in an assured perfor-
mance. Any fears of ‘trouble in paradise” were
put to bed as Swallows thrashed the National
First Division side 3-0 to book their place in

THROUGH TO LAST SIX-
TEEN: Mbabane Highlanders'
Menzi Sithole, Xolani

the last 16. [ { L
The last match of the day saw Young Buffaloes Sibandze and Sibusiso
Mkhonta in jubilation.

take on Hlatikhulu Tycoons. The army side

also came into the match at the back of a dis-

appointing midweek CAF result. Buffs, defend- ;

ing champions in the SwaziBank Cup, puton  ofthe prestigious tournament. Inspired by strik-  go and thejy ; win sl i

a show yesterday as they ruthlessly dispatched  er Phiwayinkhosi Dlamini, who baggedahat- all those hopir?g t(j)n“bfrlgll :d ﬁiu S
stle the

Tycoons, beating them 5-0 to reach thelast 16 trick, Buffaloes were a menace from the get  crown awgy from them SwaziBank
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