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PM OPTIMISTIC OF ECONOMIC
REGOVERY IN 2019

stories By Sahelo Majola

he New Year promises to bring
I positive change, particularly to
the country’s ailing economy.

The optimism is derived from remarks
made by Prime Minister Ambrose
Mandvulo Dlamini, who was deliver-
ing his first Christmas and New Year
messages at the Cabmct offices yes-
terday.

The country’s economic situation is
so gloomy that cost cutting measures
were introduced in an effort to help
turn the situation or halt further decline
in the short term.

The PM said the new govemnment has
come at a time when the country’s econ-
omy needed a jolt to address the evi-
dent hardships synonymous with a
weak economy.

Dlamini said while the challenge
appears daunting, they have no better
opportunity than now to turn things
around through a properly-planned and
well co-ordinated strategy and roadmap.

“We have a task to ensure that the
year 2019 provides the foundation for
astrong, buoyant and sustainable econ-
omy with an emphasis on fiscal disci-

pline, revenue growth, job creation and

private sector advancement, among
others.

“Cabinet is currently putting togeth-
eraroadmap that will serve as a guide
to the direction we will follow to speed
up economic recovery. As the New
Year begins, we will share this strate-
gy with the nation after it has under-
gone all the necessary fine-tuning and
approval processes,” he said.

Highlighted

The PM highlighted that Cabinet has
already implemented interim fiscal pru-
dence meastires to control expenditure
and re-direct resources to meet
Government’s obligations in a sys-
tematic and coordinated manner, putting
at the forefront the nation’s priorities
for robust economic growth.

“These and all other fiscal prudence
measures that will be implemented can-
not succeed without the full backing
and support of the nation. We all have
arole to play in the process of getting
our economy back on track, thus uplift-

ing the standard of living for all Emaswati,”” -

he said. Dlamini thanked all Emaswati
for their continued love, commitment
and support to the activities that define
us as a nation and continue making us
aremarkably unique and peaceful nation.

“This I mention being cognisant of
the various challenges we are faced
with, which emanate mainly from the
waorrisome economic downtum. Several

PROMISES: Prime Minister
Ambrose Mandvulo Dlamini
addressing members of the
media during the delivery of
government'’s X-mas and New
Year message to the nation.

efforts have been outlined and announced
to the nation towards addressing the
situation in the short term. However,
more can still be achieved if we work
hard as a united force, share ideas and
strategies to turn the tide. In unity we
can go so much further,” he said.

The PM also reiterated government’s
commitment to uprooting corruption
in allits forms across all sectors of pub-
lic and private enterprises as it has the
potential 1o derail the country’s speed
of economic renewal. He said that it
rests upon all of us to rid Eswatini of
this scourge and channel our resources
towards services of social and eco-
nomic uplifiment.

CAPTURING: Prime
Minister Ambrose
Mandvulo Dlamini
&8 joined by Secretary
{ to Cabinet Mbuso
Dlamini and senior
government officials
as he delivers the
New Year message
to the nation at
Cabinet offices yes-
terday. (Pics: Simon
Shabangu)

Wishes Emaswati

happy festi

he prime minister has called

upon Emaswati to enjoy

the festive holidays respon-
sibly and avoid engaglﬂg inany
illicit or illegal practices under
the guise of merriment.

Dlamini said this was a time to
give thanks and pray for bless-
ings of the year and season, an
opportunity to look into the future
with hope and optimism for a
brighter future.

“Letus protect one another and
co-operate with our police whose
mandate is to ensure our safety
and security.

“We are called upon to refrain
from engaging in any illegal or
illicit practices under the guise
of memiment, renounce violence
in all its forms, stay away from
drunken driving and obey all
rules of the road to eliminate road
accidents which often lead to
fatalities. All families deserve to
spend these holidays with their
loved ones and not one life should
be lost due to irresponsible behav-
ior on our roads, communities

and homes,™ he said.

The PM said Christmas and the
start of a new year is always a
time of reflection and contem-
plation, a time to celebrate with

ive holidays

loved ones and share pleasantries
and gifis.

He mentioned that it is alsoa
time to share with the less priv-
ileged in our communities, the
sick and the needy, to lend a help-
ing hand and give hope to human-
ity in honour of Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, whose birth
is the greatest gift God has shared
with the world.

“Most importantly, the New
Year presents a golden oppor-
tunity for all of us to shed-off
bad habits and routines that have
held us back over the year mall
spheres of life and adopt new
strategies towards a brighter and
prosperous future.

“As we look back at the year,
we can count our blessings and
similarly identify and confront
the challenges that have emerged
and need our undivided atten-
tion with haste.

“On behalf of His Majesty’s
Govemnment, [ take this eppor-
funity to wish His Majesty the
King and iNgwenyama, Her
Majesty iNdlovukazi Mhlekazi
and the entire Eswatini nation a
Merry Christmas and a Happy
and prosperous New Year,” he
said.

US PRESIDENT TRUMP SPELLS OUT AFRICA PLAN |

..In developing their strategy, they revisited the foundational prin-

ciples of the Marshal Plan

By Rlec Lushaha
Editor

nited States of America President

l | Donald Trump last Thursday

revealed his new Africa strat-

egy, which seeks to protect American
interests.

Assistant to the President for National
Security Affairs, Ambassador John
Bolton, who delivered the plan at the
Heritage Foundation in Washington,
said in developing their strategy they
revisited the foundational principles of
the Marshal Plan,

The Marshal Plan furthered American
interests, bypassed the United Nations
and targeted key sectors of foreign
economies rather than dissipating aid
across hundreds of programs.

The new Africa strategy, which seemns
to be a full blown response to China

and Russia’s interests in Africa, will be
executed immediately after an inten-
sive interagency process.

Ambassador Bolton said they priori-
tised the plan with the understanding
that lasting stability, independence, secu-
rity and prosperity on the African con-
tinent are in the interest of the national
security of the United States.

Policy

He said: "Under our new approach,
every policy we pursue, every decision
we make, every dollar of aid we spend
will further US priorities in the region.”

Ambassador Bolton said, in particu-
lar, the strategy addresses three core
United States interests on the continent:

"First, advancing US trade and com-

mercial ties with nations across the
region to the benefit of both the United
States and Africa. We want our eco-
nomic partners to thrive, prosper and

control their own destinies. In America's
economic dealings, we ask only for rec-
iprocity, never for subservience.
"Second, countering the threat of rad-
ical Islamic terrorism and violent con-
flict. ISIS, Al Qaida and their affiliates
all operate and recruit on the continent,
plotting attacks against American citi-
zens and targets. Any sound US strat-
egy towards Africa must address this
serious threat in a comprehensive way.
Taxpayer
"And third, we will ensure that US
taxpayer dollars used for aid are used
efficiently and effectively. The United
States will no longer provide indis-
criminate assistance across the entire
continent without focus or prioritisa-
tion, and we will no longer support
unproductive unsuccessful and unac-
countable UN peacekeeping missions.
"We want something more to show

SPELLS: US President
Donald Trump.

for Americans' hard-earned taxpayer
dollars,

“Underournew Aftican strategy, we
will target US funding towards key

countries and particular strategic objec-
tives.

“All US aid on the continent will
advance US interests and help A frican
nations move towards self-reliance.”

He said their/goal is to move recipi-
ents states toward self-reliance. and pre-
vent long-term dependency.

... . {Ambassador Bolton said structural

reforms will likely be critical, includ-
Ing practicing fiscal responsibility, pro-
moting fair and rec1proca1 trade, dereg-
u]ahng economies and supportmg the
Private sector. 5
“We should emphasise bilateral mech-
anisms to maintain maximum American
control over every American doliar
Spent. Countries that receive US assis-
tance must investin health and educa-
tion, encourage accountable and trans-
parent governance, support fiscal trans-
parency and promote the rule of law.
“The administration will not allow
hard-earned taxpayer dollars to fund
corrupt autocrats, who use the money
to fill their coffers at the expense of their
People, or commit gross human rights
abuses,” Ambassador Bolton warned.
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Stories By Sanuile Nkamiuie

young woman (25) has been

arrested and charged with alleged-

ly attempting to kill her newly-
borm baby she delivered in a public toi-
let.

Tonkhe Tigezile Dlamini of Sigeineni
area was arrested by the Sidvokodvo
Police and charged with the offence of
attempted murderas the baby was found
lying idle in the public toilet at Tri-Cash
Shopping Complex.

Dlamini, who was represcnted by

Manzini based lawyer Machawe Dlamini
of MV Dlamini Attorneys, yesterday
appeared at the High Court where she
has filed an urgent bail application before
Judge Mzwandile Fakudze.
Innocent

In her papers filed before court, she
alleged that she is innocent of the attempt-
ed murder charge, and that she will plead
not guilty at trial. According to the young
woman, she did not commit the offence
of attempted murder and her version of
what unfolded on the day of her arrest,
she was on her way to hospital after expe-
riencing labour pains while at home.

She submitted that since she was heav-
ily pregnant, she decided to go to the

'WOMAN DELIVERS BABY IN
PUBLIC TOILET, ARRESTED
FOR ATTEMPTED MURDER

nearby toilet at Tri-Cash as she was
pressed and when she tried to relieve her-
self at that moment, she felt that she was
not in serious labour.

*] tried shouting for help but to no avail,
the baby was born and I went out to get
things I could use to wrap my baby, how-
ever, when I came to fetch my baby I
found people around the baby with some
accusing me of having dumped it with-
out listening to my side of the story.” she
submitted. She informed the court that
police were then called and despite try-
ing to explain herself, she alleged she
was taken to the police station where she
was subsequently charged and locked
up for attempted murder.

Fears losing her own life,
admitted to E15 000 ball

n her bail application, Tigezile

Dlamlm submitted that her

continued incarceration has
serious repercussions to her as she
may lose her life since she is under
treatment she cannot access at the
Correctional facility.

She was granted bail fixed at E15
000 by the High Court, however
the court ordered that she pays E2
000 in cash and E13 000 shall be
in the form of a surety.

She submitted that she is a sick-
Iy person and fears that she may
die at the Correctional facility as
the living conditions may worsen
her current health condition.

“It is my submission that my con-
tinued incarceration has serious
implications to me because I may
lose my only life since I do not
have a spare one, my life is at great

risk,” she submitted.

She informed the court that due
to her current health condition, she
needs constant medical attention
and special diet and exercise reg-
ularly, which cannot be provided
at the Comrectional facility.

Two options remain for Sipho Shongwe as case postponed again

Stories By Sifiso Nhlabatsi

: usinessman Sipho Shongwe is
] B now left with two options when
: it comes to his extradition case.

i After failing to convince the Magistrate’s
tCourt to drop the extradition case, Shongwe
i has since been told that it is either the
! matter continues where it left off last time
i or he makes an appeal at the High Court
i on the extradition case following the judg-
! ment of Principal Magistrate David
i Khumalo early this week.

i Shongwe had made an appearance at
! the Manzini Magistrate’s Court yester-
i day. His lawyers asked for a postpone-
! ment in the extradition matter, stating that
i they are still to forge a way forward in
i the case.

! The case was expected to continue before
i the principal magistrate. This came after
! the magistrate made a decision that he
i will continue with the matter despite that
i Shongwe’s attorneys have argued that
! continuing with the matter will be res-
i judicata as the merits of the matter have
i already been heard and decided upon at
i the High Court.

E The principal magistrate made it clear
i in his judgment that the matter that was
i dealt with at the High Court was an entire-

____________________________________________________________

TWO OPTIONS: Murder sus-
pect businessman Sipho
Shongwe.

ly different matter from that which Shongwe
was appearing for at the Magistrate’s
Courts.

He said at the High Court, it was a mur-
der case and at the Magistrate’s Court, it
is an extradition case.

The principal magistrate also pointed
out that despite that Shongwe was grant-

ed bail by the High Court, there is no
order which was made with regards to
the extradition case.

Had the magistrate ruled in favour of
Shongwe, he would be a free man by now
and would spend Christmas at his home-
stead.

Upon making his judgment on Tuesday,
the principal magistrate informed Shongwe’s
attorneys that he is giving them time to
convene and decide on the way forward.

The case was ordered back in court yes-
terday. However, during his court appear-
ance yesterday, the Crown which was
ready to proceed with the trial, informed
the court that it had since received a mes-
sage from Shongwe’s attorneys, which
was to the effect that they could not con-
tinue with the case.

Shongwe’s lawyer Sipho Mhnisi, when
addressing the court, said they received
the judgment document on Thursday and
they had not had the time to go through
its contents.

Mnisi said as a result, they had not been
able to go through its contents properly
and advise their client on the next step to
take and explain to him about his rights
since he is in custody. Mnisi also point-
ed out that he had not been able to meet
with Attorney Lucky Howe, who is also

Shongwe will now spend

Christmas

fter fighting for almost the
whole year for his liber-
, it isnow clear that the

man accused of orchestrating the
murder of businessman Victor
Gamedze, Sipho Shongwe will
now spend Christmas in jail.

[t is further now possible that he
may spend even the New Year's
in custody.

In an uncustomary Shongwe fash-
ion, yesterday he made his appear-
ance in an empty court when con-
trasted with his previous appear-

representing Shongwe.

He said they have not been able
to convene as attarneys and decide
on the next step to take. Mhnisi applied
that the matter be postponed to a
later date. It was agreed that the mat-
ter be postponed to next week
Thursday. The principal magistrate
pointed out that two things will hap-
pen now. He said the matter will
continue where it ended since the
case had started with the bail appli-

in custody
ancesat the High Court of the same

*s Court where the pub-
lic gallery would be full to capac-
ity.

The matter did not take long yes-
terday as Shongwe’s attorneys
simply applied for a postponement
and within a few minutes the court
adjourned.

Since Shongwe's case has been
postponed to December 27, this
means he will not be spending
Christmas with his family but will
be spending it behind bars.

cation. And the case was stopped
while the Crown was still parading
its witness from the ministry of home
affairs when strengthening its evi-
dence on why it is arguing that
Shongwe is a flight risk. The prin-
cipal magistrate stated that the sec-
ond option is for the accused to lodge
an appeal at the High Court so that
it can decide on the matter. The prin-
cipal magistrate said all this will be
heard next week Thursday.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nothing new for us - Percy

ovemment Spokesman Percy Simelane
Ghas said there is nothing new about the

MEETS PM

his strategy is focused
I on enabling African

US Aftica policy for the Kingdom of countries to move from nited States of America Ambassador
Eswating relyipg heavily on grant-based Lisa Petersen has already met with
“For Eswatini, there is hardly any newness  foreign assistance or predato- the Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo

Diamini and congratulated him on his appoint-
ment.
Ambassador Peterson said she look forward

ry loans to developing sus-

in what may look an escalated robustness in clor
tainable financial indepen-

other spheres of life with this new American

Plan for African development. crce T A gl
““American aid in this country has always The Africa Strategy priori- to working with Dlamini and his government
ises United States foreign assis on a range of key policy issues, including

been specific and directed only to those areas
of development or intervention for which fund-
ing was approved.

“We are not aware of any USA Government
concerns related to funds diverted to what they

were not intended for.
“Qur success stories in this regard include

reducing HIV and AIDS prevalence for which
we have been openly praised by the USA lead-

health, the economy, governance, gender
issues, including the rights of disadvantaged
groups.

tance to help African states
achieve accelerated econom-
ic growth, develop security
capacity, and become self-
reliant. American assistance
will support partners who invest
in human capital through health
and education, are account-
able to their people, support

TO DEVELOP: Lisa J. Peterson

resident Barack
Sﬁi‘;‘l’; t‘?;i;“:;ﬁﬁnﬁiﬁ’éfaﬂe beenechoedby  fiscal transparency and citi- existing foreignassistancepro-  the United States will disen-
many world leaders. We will continue fostrive  Zen-responsive governance,  grammes to ensure that United  gage ﬁ'om_counu'}es in Africa.
by the rules pegged to every form of aid and promote the rule of law.  States efforts are sufficiently ~ The US will continue to work
togoby USA and other development ~ Going forward, the US gov- focused and effective. where partnerships are yield-
we get from the ernment will critically review  Prioritisation does not mean  ing results.

partners,” Simelane said.
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SN‘G!NG: Lacwebetelako dancing to
one of the Incwala songs.

IMBUBE:His Majesty King Mswati ill leading the /SRS m ) 1 1 L3
regiments in song and dance as he welcomes AN L .

Ingaja at Engabezweni Royal Residence yester- AN ARIEL VIEW:A section of the many people who came to
day evening. (Pics: Simon Shabangu) dance the Little Incwala.
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SECURITY: Senior officers from the
different security forces in action.

DANCING MOOD:Members of the Royal Family among SESIKHONA: The jovial Ingaja captured in actio PRESENT: Ingaja joined by Prince
the Lutsango who joined the proceedings of the day. they arrived at the Royal Residence. Bandzile among others.

AYIBUKELWA:Indvuna of Imbali Nonduduzo Zubuko feading the regiment
as they sing and dance to one of the Incwala songs.
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: 5 B Y Vusi Masuku
were also
present.
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EAYETHE: Ingwenyama leading emabutfo in song and dance.

their part.

L EADING:
Emazinyane
leading the
way as
Ingaja leave
the Royal
Residence.

ESWATIN ELECTRICITY
COMPANY {(EEC)

Eluvatsini House, Mhlambanyatsi Road,

Mbabane PO Box 258, Mbabane H100,

Seciiclty Tel: 2409 4000, Fax:2404 2335
Campany  Energy for the Future wew .sec.sz Toll Free: 300 9000

INVITATION TO BID =

F

|
|

| TENDER No.49 of 2018/ 19:SUPPLY OF SERVERS |

INVITATION ;

3
§ Tenders are hereby invited from suitable qualified service providers to supply laptops and &
' ~ computers for the Eswatini Electricity Company.

§ DETAILED TENDER DOCUMENTS

i Adetailed tender document is available at a non-refundable fee of 521.300.00 and can be collected
#§ from the Commercial Services Department, EEC Head Office, Mbabane. if the RFP document has

been downloaded from SPPRA — Swaziland website http://www.sppra.co.sz/. tenderers must B
submit proof of payment of the requisite non-refundable fee. {

. SUBMISSION AND CLOSING DATE

A signed and sealed tender bid clearly marked on an official envelope “CONFIDENTIAL : TENDER
No.49 of 2018/19, containing TECHNICAL and FINANCIAL proposals, should be deposited in the
tender box situated at the EEC Head Office, Eluvatsini Building, Mhlambanyatsi Road, Mbabane,
Eswatini. The technical and financial proposals should be on separate envelopes. E

~ The closing time for receipt of the proposals is 12:00hrs on the 15"January, 2019. Late, faxed, §
emailed, incomplete or telegraphictenders will not be considered,

Itis the responsibility of all tenderers to ensure registration of their tenderson submission,

ENQUIRIES
- All enquiries must be directed to the Commercial Services Manager at the following address:

FrspReaes

A / ] ] Sibongile Simelane lowest
TSANGO: Former Ministers Hlobsile Ndlovu and _
‘a-rl:wng members of Lutsango who came through to dance with _tfre King
pefore the commissioning of Ingaja.
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PSAS STILL HAVEN'T DECIDED

WHENTO

By Sifiso Nhiabatsi

ollowing the new government’s
FO% offer to civil servants on the
Costof Living Adjustment (CoLA),
Public Sector Associations are still yet
to decide on whether to approach the
Conciliation Mediation and Arbitration
Commission (CMAC) for a certificate
of unresolved dispute.
It has been gathered that having reached
a deadlock with the new government,
Public Sector Associations (PSAs) have
an option of approaching CMAC for yet
another certificate of unresolved dispute,

G0 TO CMAC AGAIN

another separate strike from that which ~ Prime Minister Ambrose Mandvulo
is expected to take place on January 28  Dlamini, the new government still came
next year. Earlier on this year PSAs were  back to the negotiating table with the
granted the certificate of unre- same offer of 0.0 per cent. Explaining
solved dispute after they failed the process, Swaziland National

to reach an agreement on Association of Teachers
the Cost of Living Secretary General Sikelela
Adjustment with the gov- Dlamini said in the first
emment, which was under instance after Public Sector
the late former Prime Associations reached a dead-
Minister Sibusiso Barnabas oy lock with government on

C.M.A.C. thenegotiating table, they
S  vcnt to CMAC where a cer-
tificate of unresolved dispute was
issued. He said following that they then
went to vote on whether they should

Dlamini. After resorting to
engage in a strike action, the
unions were told to give the new

government a chance and let the new
elected parliamentarians get into office.

a strike

| there must be
cated that e dor

action. Dlamini said the VO
strike was supposed to take place
before the end of this year. HOWeVET,
the strike was stopped after gov-
ernment made a request that at‘bc
given time to let the new parlia-
mentarians get into office.
Postponed

The strike was then postponed to
January 28. Meanwhile at the same
time PSAs also approached gov-
ernment asking for the negotiating
table fo reconvene. After recon-
vening the negotiating table, gov-
ermment still came back with the
same offer of 0 per cent. This then
meant that the Public Sector
Association shave to go back agan
and engage in the process of approach-
ing CMAC and getting a certificate
of unresolved dispute and vote on
whether they will be engaging in a
strike or not. However, SNAT sec-

ing that the decision to engage na
strike action come January 28, 2019
still stands. He said the certificate
ofunresolved dispute does not expire,
the secretary general said they will
approach CMAC again following
the deadlock which was reached the
last time they convened at the nego-
tiating table. He said the same process
will be followed again and if it calls
for a second strike to take place, it
will. Dlamini said it is possible for
two strikes to take place in 2019,
he said a strike can take place in
January and another towards the
end of the year in 2019. The secre-
tary general said it is important to
note that the case of CoL A is a recur-
ring issue, which is something that
happens every year, Dlamini said,
however, as unions they haven’t
decided on when they will be going
to CMAC for the deadlock they
have reached with the new gov-
emment.

i

engage in a strike or not and the vote indi-

After getting into office under the new retary general said it is worth not- |

Female identity thief fined E5 000

the workplace without being ques-

which is something that might result into

| WILL STOP THE STORM - PROPHET MBORO

By Simon Shahangu By Bahie Gama tioned by anyone until, one par-

ticular day, the company she was

enowned visiting South African handiwe Sithandwa working for asked that she pro-

RPrOphet Mapaseka Motsoeneng, I Magagula (34) of duces her birth certificate which
well known as Prophet Mboro, Makholweni under Chief ~ she did not have.

has declared that the storm which is said Ndlaluhlaza hasbeen arrested and ~ She hatched another plan. She

o hiothgcouniry wallnoghippe seein charged with identity theft. visited the Home Affairs minisiry

oo sureior i declare L S | Shewas charged with theoffence  and obtained a new birth certifi-

cate and continued using Mbetse’s
name instead of hers and further
obtained a national identity card

even postponed his departure back to South
Affica to today since he wanted to bear
witness that the storm does not happen.

of contravening Section16 (1) (d)
as read with section 16(2) of the
Identification Order 4/1998. She

q;“

Prophet Mboro was due to leave the coun- o 4 - ; e

try yesterday afternoon but he decided to sl =3 : . appeared before Pnncxpai Magistrate  still with the complainant’s iden-

postpone the trip to be in the country to  NO STORMS: Prophet Mboro receiving a warm welcome from Fikile Nhlabatsi yesterday after- tity. :

ensure that his declaration that the storm  Sabelo Mavuso, who is also a Prophet with a church based in noon. Fix

will not happen is fulfilled. The Prophet  Durban. (Pic: Simon Shabangu) She informed the court that she Her arrest came when she went

said God told him that there is heavy storm e ; : o ; stole the complainant’s identity  to the office of the Registrar Births,
Day. This will be an all-night show fea- Kingdom of Eswatini. People must get because she wanted to keep her MarridgesandBeafior 3

that will hit the country, something which
was also confirmed by weather experts in
their focus. “’I declare that the storm will
not happen. I was supposed to leave for
South Africa, but I will not go to ensure
that the storm does not happen,” he said

ready to start businesses. Through God’s
wisdom, they will have new ideas and
realise a change in their lives,” he said.
The prophet was on Channel Yemaswati
on Thursday night, where he had a wide
raging interview with the station’s boss

turing a number of local artists and gospel

giants from South Africa. The Prophet

together Apostle Justice Dlamini will be
guest speakers on the night.
Assignment

“My first assignment on this visit is to

with the intention to fix the doc-
uments and she was told such was
not possible as she had commit-
ted a very serious offence. From
there, she was ordered to goto the

job. Narrating her story, the accused
said she and the complainant,
Tholakele Mbetse, went to the
industrial site in Matsapha to look
for jobs. Mbetse was hired, she

By Bahie Gama

to have commiited the aforesaid mis-
representation knowing very well that

was a summary of issues connected to
Mangeongeo Primary School Head

ing this, he did his own ealeulations
and found that his retirement would

duﬁgfna\ilhﬁéegl2“];2;";?:;;?;32];&5 pray for the people of Eswatini and bring  Qhawe Mamba and later did another inter- wasn't. : y M police station where she was prompt-
SEEE e Sblication G T God’s blessings. I am also here to assure 'view with Eswatini Broadcasting Services At the time, Mbetse is said to ly arrested.
happy’to Do i he covitny st tiathe the people of Eswatini that on Tuesday on the programme Letishisako. have had another job and sug- “I did all of this because I need-
i blessing; e night I will be here for the all-nightevent  Great artists, including the likes of gested that Magagula should take ed the job your worship. [ am very
happy festive season, He said he was in in Man;m. God \ylll be domg mcredlb!e Hlengiwe Mhlaba, Do_nny the nev\_il_y- found job anfi getin  sorry, it was not intentional,” she
the country to assure the nation that he happenings and will be char,lgmg people’s  Ngwenyama,Nduduzo Matse, Linda the position and use her indenti-  said. She was found guilty as
will be part of the Eswatini Christmas Lives ancibie e peuploibiine e I UL T el i fication. However, this ‘deal” back-  chargedand convicted to two years
Blestival hosted by Ezomoya AV G eople to pray  InsaliKaJehiova, Thabile N.Iym and Scara f“'ed when the acqused continved  in prison with an option to pay a
Commimications happening on Christmas for.bl.}smesses, not just to pray for' jobs. Maz:ya, among others, will be minister- using the complainant’s name at ~ fine of E5000.
This is about Christ and change in the  ing on the night at Mavuso.
EX-MANGCONGCO PRINCIPAL FACES TRIAL FOR FRAUD  foudtatitsated thatthe accused was I then asked himto come o the office
bomn on February 12, 1964. Uponsee-  in order to find out what he knew of

the issue and in March 2013 he arrived
to address the matter.” he said.

he trial of former Mangcongeco  he wasnotborn on February 12,1964, teacher, Amos Seyama and the key  have been in 2024, which he said was He stated that the major isste dis-
I Primary head teacher Amos  thus committing the said crime. issue from the audit report was thathe  contradictory to the audit report which  cussed was the birth eai" and when he
Mabuyemphini Seyama of ~ He pleaded not guilty to the crime  had not retired in 2011 when his time  stated that his retirement was to h confronted him he dgnjed:'that he w
Mangeongeo area under ChiefMashwayi  and representing himat the magistrate’s  came,™ he said. penin 2011, i s e 1951 but in 1964 ‘an' t v:has
commenced yesterday at the Mbabane  court was lawyer Mzwandile Mnfungwa.  He further told the court that the report Contradiction meeting, he mildhe'lndaské&ﬂ:e-amonseed
Magistrate’s Court. Testimony stated that the accused had beenreceiv-  He said the contradiction triggered  to carry his documents, including his
Seyamais charged with fraudand the ~ Appearing before the court to give  ing a salary for two years unlawfully.  hisneed to investigate the issue in order  birth certificate and identity card, gh'c:h
trial was before Principal Magistrate  his testimony was Knowledge Ngwenya,  He then looked for his file from the ser- o find out which birth year was the  he never Caﬂied-bﬁt Onl\flmdmsg ic
. Fikile Nhlabatsi. a Guidance Officer at the ministry of ~ vice commission registry, which was  cormect one. v Three and Form Five certificat s
Seyama is alleged to have given the  education, who was swom inand nar-  to explain to him the retiring date of I decided to check the govemnment  The Fo %T;e;ve T
Teaching Service Commission false  rated the issue before court. Hestated  the accused and it disclosed that he was  records to see which birth yearappeared 1973 whl'? . the FORAE > oot
information about his actual year of  thathis jobis to observe the behaviour  to retire on February 12, 2011, -andfound that data recordedstated that  dated 19‘;']s : demorml SRS SnCNag
birth with the intention to defraud gov-  of teachers at Schools and be kept on Documents ‘hewas bomin 1951, not 1964, he con~  eate was da ::.21 1 SuaWersty certifi-
ernment the loop about crimes that occur at  He also stated that in the registry he  tinued.  “Itold hiie S =
He is alleged to have submitted that ~ schools countrywide. looked for Seyama’s documents which ~ Ngwenya stated that he even con- in 1964 u;r_n twunaleulatnd his birth
he was born on Febmary 12, 1964 to ~ On February 23, 2013 he stated that ~ were to include his birth certificate, tacted the principal at Ngwane Teacher’s and when Mg(gle mmdmmﬁ
the Teaching Service Commission to  he was called in by then principal sec-  identity card and academic certificates.  College to find out if they had records we‘ d‘ wcibund I.’nathe -
prolong his years of service, whilsthe  retary and handed him an audit report ~ *Inever found copies virthcer-  of astudent who had graduated in 1985 Form Thtee e yfm__syhen-he o
wasactually bom on February 12,1951 from the auditor general’s office where  tificate and identity number but I found  and to check which year he had used  pleted by and 12 years when he com-
and by the means of the said misrep-  he asked that he investigates thereport  his academic certificatesand his TS2,”  for application at the time. F is Form five, and he never
resentation, induced the Teaching Service ~ for there were issues in it. he continued. A TS2 is a form thatis due to the evolution in technology, m-&“"d"d' he added.
Commission to its loss and prejudice “Itook and analysed thereporttosee filled in by a teacher when being hired. ~acquiring the records was nota sue. 2070, COnanues on February 18,
‘whatissues were initand found thatit  Hesaid hethen checked the formand  cess.

of the sum of E358 544, 32. He is said
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Stories By Sandile Nkambule

hile the country has been
\ N / waking up to stories of stoky-
el members looting thou-

sands of Emalangeni from their co-
members’ coffers, this time around
two brothers from an electricity scheme
have been arrested for allegedly steal-

According to the charge sheet, the
two are charged with two counts of
theft in that on the first count of theft

ELECTRICITY SCHEME BROTHERS
ARRESTED FOR STEALING E120 000

...Of the two one is a treasurer, the other
a chairperson were yesterday admitted to
bail fixed at E15 000 each by the High Court

000 unlawfully and with intent from

They are prepared to
pay back the money

n his papers filed before court, the bmﬂﬁasac]mhpersonwasfbmnwd

first accused (Khulekani) submitted ~ transmission to him (Khulekani) as

that they are prepared to pay back  treasurer and he kept the money as

the money. his parental homestead inside 1_115

“It is imperative to mention from  house where they slept together with

the onset that I am prepared to pay  Ndlovu. Healleged that while he was

back the money, a fact which 1 disclosed ~ away in the mountains, Ndlovi, who
to the police and to the community  wassupposed to leave for South Africa,
as a chairperson of the same scheme ~ members of Msengeni Electricity  called him stating that he had forgotien
received and stole an amount of ES5  Scheme,” he submitted. to take back with him some of the
He submitted that at some point mobile phones which were discovered

during the year 2017 his brotherone - not to be functional in Eswatini.”l

surety.

while at all relevant times entrusted

MP Mabulala advises matter be reported to scheme members

with the two separate counts of theft.

ing about E120 000 from the scheme  the first accused (Khulekani)isalleged  the lawful possession of Msengeni it EC sohosaobed e’ CObl o ras e et e brit B
coffers. to have while at Maphalaleni the Electricity scheme. the one ofhis friends Themba Ndlovi, could goback and ge:ﬂ:e-pﬁona; and
v Lo Khulekani Mangaliso  accused person was while atall ree- Arrest who resides in Kempton Park in the  when I came back home | found that
Mapl 02 ( 30)andDumsamVelcnzwenj vant times being the treasurer of  According to Khulekani in his found-  Republicof South Africaand the said  the phones were not there and I called

aphosa (31) yesterday filed an urgent  Msengeni Electricity Scheme and ing affidavit, he together with the sec- ~ Ndlovuwouldvisit themandamutual  as he confirmed having taken them
bail application at the High Courtas  instructed with due care and custody oo Do Ware it reated by relationship was established asaresult.  butwhen I checked the money where
they wantto spend Christmas athome, ~ of monies belonging to the scheme, ; P ; 3; Hetold the court that it cameatime I had left it, I found that it was no

The High Court granted them bail ~ stole the sum of E59 300. the police while at Maphalaleni Royal - hat Ndlovu introduced a business  longer there.” Nellovu according to
fixed at E15 000 each and each has Entrusted Kraal (Umphakatsi) during a meet- p{oposzl. of selling m'ﬁbile phonesto  Khulekani admitted to hﬂ‘?é‘gl taken
been ordered to pay E3 000 in cash ~ On the second count, the second ~ iNg pertaining to the matter before him which were to be outsourced  the money and that he would discuss
an shallbein the formofa  accused (Dumsani) is alleged tohave ~ courtand were subsequently charge that some of the money givento his  Affica.

APPROACHED: MP Mabulala

hile in that dilemma, the first
‘ " / accused person submitted
that he decided to approach

the area’s Member of Parliament (MP)
Mabulala Maseko and seek his advice.

He submitted that the MP advised
that given the present situation he
(Khulekani) should inform the com-
mittee as well as the scheme members
of what had befellen him.

He submitted that he was afraid to

report the matter to the police because
he anticipated that the said Mandla
Ndlovu would return sooner as he had
promised but upon realising that he had
blocked his (accused) number he became
seriously worried.
Found

He submitted further that seeing
Ndlovu was nowhere to be found, he
(accused) went to report the matter to
the Royal Eswatini Police Service

(REPS) in Mbabane, where he alleged-
ly narrated the whole story.

The police according to the accused
person advised him to report the mat-
ter to the community scheme members
and the police would then record a state-
ment from him before opening an
enquiry file as regards the matter.

“This was in line with what the MP
had told me and proceeded to the com-
munity where I reported the matter to

the scheme committee and members
and the members demanded an expla-
nation on‘how this came about, which
I outlined and tendered to raise E20
000 which I failed to raise,” he sub-
mitted.

However after seeing that there was
no money forthcoming, the scheme
members reported the matter to the
police and the two were subsequently
arrested and charged for theft.

Maseko.

‘Sheriff went overboard by
shutting down Antioch Church’

By Sandile Niambuile

he *holy war’ at the New Gilgal Church in
I Zion which forms part of the Antioch Church

seems far from over as the Antioch branch
has now filed an urgent application at the High
Court seeking an order to have church doors opened
by the deputy sheriff.

This, after the deputy sheriffallegedly acting on
an order issued in favour of the applicants in the
initial matter stopped a Christmas and gift- shar-
ing event for the elderly at the church before lit-
erally shutting down the church doors.

According to senior lawyer Ben J Simelane, who
is representing the Antioch Church in a fresh appli-
cation filed before Judge Mzwandile Fakudze yes-
terday morning, the deputy sheriff closed the church
doors much against an interim order that was issued
by Justice Ticheme Dlamini as he did not order
that the church doors be closed.

“My Lord this is a simple matter, all we are say-
ing is that the deputy sheriff went way overboard
the order issued by Justice Dlamini by closing and
locking the church doors, we now want an order
compelling him to hand over the keys and open
the church doors, in fact Justice Dlamini never
ordered that the church be shut down,” Simelane
said.

Hdowever, the new application filed by the Antioch
church yesterday has been removed from Judge
Fakudze’s roll and will be enrolled before Justice
Dlamini, who heard the initial matter filed by the

w Gilgal Church in Zion. I 4
NI{; the ifjtial application, the New Gilgal.Church
in Zion was secking an order interdicting and
restraining the Antioch Evangelist Mfanifikile
Elmon Fakudze from coming anywhere near the
church and conducting Services as an evangelist.

Sheriff
e interim order that was issued by
the High Court last week, the Antioch Evangelist

Fakudze in his replying papers had submitted that
the church’s doors have since been closed by the

Following th

Deputy Sheriff.

According to Fakudze in his replying affidavit,
the order issued does not only adversely affect his
right but the entire church in Antioch, in that since
December 7, 2018 its premises were shut down
by the deputy sheriff.

“Since December 7, the church premises were
closed by the deputy sheriff and the congregants
have no place to worship, yet the prayers sought
by the applicants were directed and interdicting
me from conducting my evangelistic duties in that
church,” Fakudze submitted.

He informed the court that the previous Sunday,
the congregants had to worship under a cloud of
rain as their church structure remains closed alleged-
ly without any justification. The evangelist further
submitted that the applicants did not make a mate-
rial disclosure when making presentations to the
court in their papers as they allegedly failed to
inform the court that he (Fakudze) serves the church
at Antioch, where he was allegedly ordained and
installed as the evangelist of that house.

He submitted that his ordination tock place in
New Castle, which is the church’s headquarters
under the leadership of President Thami Ngubeni.

Interdict

The Nee Gilgal Church in Zion and its leader
Luke Mamba obtained an interim order interdict-
ing Fakudze from preaching the word of God fol-
lowing an ex-parte application filed at the High
Court last week.

The New Gilgal Church in Zion has been cited
as the firstapplicant in the initial application while
Mamba is the second applicant. According to the
second applicant (Mamba), the respondent (Fakudze)
at one time had a conflict with the local preacher
at the church Thandokuhle Tsabedze as he is alleged
to have usurped and bulldosed the said preacher
in the fulfilment of his duties. It has also been
alleged that Fakudze acceded to the position of
evangelist without the procedural protocols as he
was allegedly ordained by the president in their
headquarters in New Castle, South Affica.

4

FINANCIAL SERVICES
' REGULATORY AUTHORITY

PUBLIC NOTICE ON SWITCHING MEDICAL SCHEMES

SERVICE PROVIDERS

The FSRA would like to advise members of medical schemes that this is the opportune
timetoreview their medical aid service needs without any prejudice.

Further, it should be noted by membéfs of ﬁ%tbf;ipyblic especially medical schemes

members, that for prudential and ma duct issues, all medical schemes providers
and medical schemes are regulated inancis ‘

d b s Regulatory Authority which
isa state agency under the Ministry of Finance o
< Bl AT

. .

o

The supply of medicines and medic: 3
in termsbﬁfhefm%fqugqhﬁ?ﬂé‘sirab[e busi _ practice fo
to offer medical schemes services @nycondition that the empl

5 lar medical

exclusively utilise the services of that

employer undertakes to
seheme/ medical schemes

provider. Members of the public who have c&ni&ﬂs@m,_t erefore encouraged to submit

their written complaints to the Financial Services |
remedial action.

Mori‘ty for necessary

The following are registered financial services providers who pro@ia‘é“ﬁg@cal schemes
services: -y,

Momentum Insurance (Swaziland) Limited
Medscheme Health Insurance Swaziland Limited
United Health Insurance Limited

Swaziland Medical Aid Fund

Swazi HMO - Mpilwenhle

WAREE LTRSS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER




PROPOSED DECISION IN RESPECT OF THE JOINT VENTURE AGREEMENT BETWEEN SH
PREVENTING COMPETITION IN THE ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS SECTOR BETWEEN THE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION '

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. On the 28th of June 2018 the Eswatini
Communications Commission ("ESCCOM" or "the
Commission”) initiated an investigation under
Section 36(1)(c) of the Swaziland Communications
Commission Act, 2013 which allows the
Commission to investigate and make
determination on an apparent contravention of the
currentlegislative framework.

1.2. The investigation centered around the Joint
Venture Agreement ("JVA") entered into between
the Swaziland Post and Telecommunications
Corporation (as it was then, and now referred to as
Eswatini Post and Telecommunications
Corporation, "EPTC" hereinafter), Swazi MTN
Limited ("Swazi MTN"), Mobile Telsghone
Networks Holdings (Pty) ("MTN Holdings 2 and
Mobile Telephone Networks Africa (Pty) Ltd LS MTN
Africa (Pty) Ltd") and Swazi Empowerment Limited

("Swazi Co").

1.3. The investigation is premised on section
36(1)(c) ofthe SCCOMAct 0f 2013.

1.4, In arriving at its decision to launch the
investigation, the Commission considered:

1.4.1. Thatit had established a reasonable concern
with regards to the licence conditions of EPTC and
Swazi MTN respectively, as well as a need to
safeguard competition and protect the interests of
end users.

1.4.2. That it sought to ensure that services
provided by licensees are not limited, except when
strictly necessary.

1.4.3. lts mandate to protect the interests of end

users in the communications market, including the

introduction of different types of products and

services in line with licences issued to operators as

well as the prevention of and the withdrawal of

Rmducls and services from the market and the
ands of end-users.

1.4.4. The fact that technology-neutral licenses
were issued to both EPTC and Swazi MTN
respectively. The licences granted the parties the
right to roll out any type of infrastructure and
provide any product and/or service to end-users
allowing the licensees to extend any electronic
communication services usin% any tﬁ)e approved
infrastructure to the market withoutinhibition.

1.5 The Commission received submissions and
" conducted a public inquiry on 5 October 2018 on
| the matter in order to establish facts which would
enable it to make a decision. The public hearing
was conducted on an inquisitorial approach. The
parties were called upon to make submissions on,
why the Commission should not;

(a) Determine and issue a directive relating
to apparent non-competitive practices of
theparties to the Joint Venture
Agreement,

(b) Direct that EPTC be allowed to establish
any network to support the provision of
electronic communications services
as allowed under their operating license
issued by the Commission in line with the
Electronic Communications Act, 2013
and the Electronic
Communications(Licensing)
Regulations, 2016.

(c) Impose an administrative fine, andlor
alternatively, withdraw or suspend
authorization to operate, which decision
will be determined by the Commission, for
the contravention, with particular
consideration made to the duration and
impact of the contravention on the market
and on end-users.

(d) Issue an order to effect the reimbursement
, of payments received or to make
compensation payments to end-users who
have suffered losses as a result of the
mm:rlkat allocation acts In contravention of

aw.

SWAZILARD
(OMMUNICATIONS
(OMNISSION

GENERAL NOTICE NO. 13/2018

2 LEGAL ANDREG
BACKGROUND

A.SECTOR SPECIFIC

21. Within the ICT Sector as regulated
through the Commission, the National Information,
Communications and Infrastructure (NICI) Policy,
2005 envisaged a liberalized, competitive and
regulated electronic communications sector. The
Swaziland Communications Commission Act was
passed in 2013 establishing an independent
regulator, being the Commission. Further, the
Electronic Communications Act was promulgated
to provide alegal framework for the development of
electronic communications and services in the
country.

2.2. In undertaking the investigation, the
Commission considered the legislation governing
the communication sector including in the
Swaziland Communications Commission Act and
in particular, the following sections

2.2.1.Section 6 provides thatthe Commission is to;

(d) “promote the development of innovative,
secure, modern and competitive communications
infrastructure and the delivery of related services"
(e) “ensure freedom of provision of communication
services and further ensure that those services are
notlimited, exceptwhere strictly necessary”
(f)" ensure a wide range and variety of
communication services”
g() "administer certain aspects of the Competition
ct, 2007 as lhB! relate to the sectors regulated by
the Commission

2.2.2. Section 7 mandates the Commission to
"ensure fair competition in all communications
services, products, operations, and activities which
the Commission regulates”.

2.2.3. Section 5 mandates the Commission to carry
out the above functions ®in an objective,
lransparl;en!. proportionate and non-discriminatory
manner”.

2.3. In 2016, the Electronic Communications
Regulations were passed, amongst which were the
Electronic Communications (Licensing)
Regulations, 2016, which provide for the licensing
of electronic communications service providers to
foster competition and liberalize the sector. The
Licensing Regulations introduced a new licensin,
regime due to the convergence of technology an
provide for the Commission to issue technology
neutral licences. Technology neulrall:hy Is the
freedom of licensees to choose the most
appropriate technology adequate to their needs
and requirements for development in providing
telecommunications services.

The Commission then issued converged licences
both to Swazi MTN and EPTC in terms of which
they were to provide communications services and
networks on a technology-neutral basis.

ESWATINI POSTS AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

COPRORATION SUBMISSIONS

3.1 That the JVA allocated markets and is anti-
competitive.

3.2 That EPTC's continued holding of shares in

Swazi MTN is not ideal for EPTC as a

- licensee.

3.3 The JVA prohibits EPTC from introducing
new products and services.

34 The JVA prevents EPTC from fully

discharging its license obligations and to

fully exploit its rights vested by the

technology neutral license.

That existing Court Judgments and any

other new litigation would be costly for

EPTC to pursue in an effort to exit the JVA.

That EPTC wants to exit the JVA.

4 SWAZIMTN SUBMISSIONS

41. That the JVA was meant to protect the
shareholders' interests and was totally

legal.

35

3.6

4.2. That the JVA has not been set aside by a
court of competent jurisdciton.That it being
contract is binding upon the parties until set
aside bya court.

That it would be anti-competitive for the
Commission to allow EPTC to compete with
it whilst remaining a shareholder of Swazi

4.3.

That the Commission could not apply the
provisions of Seclion 30 of the Competition
Act, without having conducted an
investigation as provided for in that section.
That MTN was willing and aggreabel to exit
he JVA.

That the JVA created a common entity
between it and EPTC, thereofore fell into
the exceptions provided under the
Competiton Act, rendering the JVAlawful.

4.4.

4.5.
4.6.

5 SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS ANDFINDINGS

5.1. The Commission notes that the submissions
received and summarized in the Reasons
Document dealt mainly with arguments with
respect to the impact of the JVAon competitors who
are signatories thereto, namely EPTC and Swazi
MTN, rather than on competition, consumer
interest and compliance with the statutory and
licence obligations of licensees. However, the
Commission's interest in investigating the JVA is
ultimately to ensure the existence of effective
competition in the various markets in the Kingdom
and execution of the mandate in so far as the
regulated aspects of the Licensee's businesses are
concerned. As such, in addition to the issues
around the limitation of specific licensees' rights
and the allocation of markets, the Commission is
concerned with the impact of same on consumer
choices, delivery of the industry specific mandate
and, generally, competition within the sector.

5.2, In addition to Iimlmme rights of parties to
the agreements, the appears to have a
broader impact on competition in the mobile market
in the Kingdom. The submission made by EPTC
andthe e provided (Annex B) made it clear
to the Commission that there are instances
wherein third-party competitors that provide mobile
licenses and consumers are impacted by the
enforcement by the parties of clauses ofthe JVA-in
this particular case in so far as distribution
channels and access to competing mobile services
are concerned.

5.3. With respect to the common entity concept
which is central to Swazi MTN's argument, the
Commission believes that a proper enquiry under
the Competition Act is indispensable and the
Commission is unable, at this time, to take the
:r’tﬂ"umem further, save for expressing reservations

out makin ﬁndint%s. Consequenﬂy. whilst it
may be possible that the arrangement in terms of
the JVA may legal scrutiny in so far as the

Competition may be concerned, such an
approach to the examination of the issue does not
deal with obligations arising from the reguiatory
ecosystem.

5.4. Having considered the written and oral

submissions of the parties and in particular, the

teh\rt:ntluticm of the JVA, the Commission is of the view
at

544. The JVA clauses have the
effect of ing the ability of the parties
to fully exploit their licences and to offer a
diversity of services to consumers; this in
tum creating an environment where the
licensees are unable to or restricted from
fulfilling their regulatory mandate.,

542. |n so far
Commission considered a
in terms of section 30 of the
and specifically relati
entity” argument that
defense, the Commission
to explore this argument any further. Whilst
in terms of the Competition a decision to
not compete amongst parties who appear to
ordinarily be may mcdy
lawful under a set group of or
circumstances, the Commission is

I w\:lth the addlﬁm::o fact mm
parties in instance are also subject to a
regu mandate, which is not ordinarily
the si with parties entering into such
agreements.

as the
uments made
mpetition Act
to the “"common
N put forward in its
as decided not

AREHOLDERS OF SWAZI MTN LI
BUSINESSES OF SWAZI MTN

MITED PERTAINING TO CONDUCT
LIMITED AND ESWATINI POST AND

5.4.3. Whilst ﬂj‘?Aexistelgc&t of o?dr; a%r;e!f)n:nt ;::gr tgg
f the wou na a
it in terms of Section 30 of the

hibition 3
pclgm tition Act, the fact of the lioel:mg? of both
and MTN requires the analysis of the JVA

EOP; a regulatory perspective, over and above an

analysis from the Competition Regulation
framework. Whilst the arrangement may pass
scrutiny in terms of the tesis required in the
application of Section 30, it does not automatically
create an ungualified assessment from the sector-
specific regulatory framework.

6. DECISION ON THE JOINT VENTURE

AGREEMENT

In light of the findings set out above, and detailed in
the Reasons Document, the Commission has
decided:

EPTC and Swazi MTN, as licensees,
have until 30 June 2019 fo ensure the
divestiture of EPTC's shareholding in
Swazi MTN ("the Implementation
Period"), failing which, the
Commission shall convene a hearing
to consider an appropriate penalty to be
imposed for the contravention of the
provisions of the Statutes and Licence
conditions as set out above.

6.1.

6.1.1.EPTC and Swazi MTN shall submit
interim progress reports to the Commission
on 1 March 2018 and 2 May 2019.

6.1.2.The restraint period provided for in
clause 18 of the JVA should be waived in the
interest of the speedy introduction of
competition.
6.2. That until such time that the parties have
completed the divestiture, any disputes
between the parties arising from the
enforcement of the JVA, and specifically
clauses 18, 20, 21 and 22, must be notified to
the Commission for an investigation and
ruling in terms of the legisiative and
regulatory framework. These investigations
shall be conducted and addressed during the
Implementation Period.

6.3. With respect to penalties to be imposed for
non-compliance with legislation, the licence
conditions set out herein, the Commission
has decided that in light of its findings, it would
be ma{apmpnqla to impose a penalty as the
current situation is not completely of the
wrong-doing of the parties.

6.4. Regarding the compensation of customers,
the Commission notes that neither of the
submissions addressed the impact of the JVA
or the behaviour it encourages on
consumers. The Commission has i
that any consumer complaints will be dealt
Sxistng  reguiatine sy oy the
Implementation Period. T

PUBLIC, STAKEHOLD NTS
ggamssgens ONTHE EECICS:OIO"N“E >
lcw::‘:? above analysis and decision on th
JVA, and as part of the pumoonsultaﬁon pl%%esg
contempiated in Section 32 of the Swaziland
Communications Commission Act, read with the
Electronic Communications Act, 2013, the
Commission  invites written comments from
interested stakeholders and the
the ecision on the JVA.

document is availabl
s P Yol he

The deadline for submission of comments
later than 17h00 on 24t Jnr:.llnry. 2019. Enﬁ;;
] id

and comments i
Bo adareseay 1 ard copies and electronic
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BA YE THE His Ma;esty King Mswati Ill commumcatmg a message for

Ingaja to Indvuna Phanginjobo Matise during the commissioning of e : =
Hhohho Ingaja at Buhleni Royal Residence on Thursday evening. (Pics: IN SONG His Ma;esty King Mswatf i jomed by Emabu!fo as they sing
Simon Shabangu) and dance to one of the Incwala songs.

WE ARE HERE:
African Alliance _
Partner and Swazi |
Observer Board
Chairman,

yeNkanyeti and _

umbutfo 29 at ! _ . :
Ludzidzini for the | - . . - — PRESENT: ane Minister
Uittla Incwala, LACWEBETELAKO: Umbutfo Mabuyendiya, Senator Chief AmbroseMandvulo Dlamini

Mphatfwa, Gwazile, Didumbutfo and Ngisilemhlaba as they

. on arrival for the activities of
arrived and got ready for the day.

the day.

The public is notified that the National
Maize Corporation (NMC) will clese for
the holidays on the 24th December, 2018
and will re-open for business on the 27th
l!we-bu-,:nll

Onﬁeml)euﬂer operating hours will
he&wlahn-.-lhu..
Al other publi¢ holidays between the 27th
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Saturday took the initiative to find out what

some of our newly-appointed cabinet min-
isters will be up on Tuesday, which the birth-
day of our Lord and Sayiour Jesus Christ, a day
commonly referred to as Christmas.

Other than Christmas day, we also sought to
find out what they really think of the festive
season hype and how and where they will spend
their Christmas. We were not able to get all 20
of them but the few that we
managed to talk to had this
to say:

THEMBA MASUKU -
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER

In the spirit of Christmas, the Observer on

The festive season has
become an internation-
al culture where
people from
all overthe
world
come
together
and cele-
brate the
birth of

and looking forward to participating. I would
also like to urge everyone to ensure that while
we enjoy ourselves, we do so in a peaceful man-
ner so that our celebrations do lead to catastro-
phes.

[ will be with my family on Christmas Eve
and will be at the Incwala ceremony on the 25th.

- I'would also like to wish everyone in the coun-

try a merry Christmas and happy holidays.
LIZZY NKOSI— MINISTER OF HEALTH

This is a season to connect with family and
friends, to celebrate and spread love and peace

. as well as thank God for his blessings all year

round.

OF SPORTS, CULTURE AND YOUTH
AFFRIRS

As much as the festive
season is a time to
spend with family
and friends in
celebration
of the
birth

T'will spend my holidays dancing Incwala. -

Jesus Christ, it is also time for Swazis to cele-
brate our culture and heritage. I will spend the
holidays at the Incwala ceremony. As we speak,
ngiseNcwaleni nje nanyalo.

MOSES VILAKATI - MINISTER OF TOURISM
AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

(Christmas is important to me since it sym-
bolises the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is
also a time to be thankfull for the blessings
recieved all year long. This year, the holidays
coincide with the nation’s national prayer -
Incwala, which presents the
= : opoxtumty to celebrate our
~. culture. I will spend
\ Christmas day at the

, Incwala ceremony.

Jesus of

Christ
our
Lord
and
saviour.

For
Swazis,
this
period
also
coin-
cides
with the
Incwala
ceremo-
ny which
[ am @
excited #8
about £%

Minister of Sports, Culture
and Youth Affairs Harries
Madze Bulunga.

Deputy Prime Minister
Themba Masuku.

R g
T h

LR o) L
L e e
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HOW CABINET MINISTERS

DAVID NGCAMPHALALA - MINISTER
OF TINKHUNDLA ADMINISTRATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

Firstly, I would like to wish Swazis a mery
Christmas and may God bless all those who
will be in their various churches as well as other
places of gatherings.

Since the Christmas holidays coincide with
Incwala, I will spend my holidays attending the
ceremony.

Christmas day is
a time of reflec-
tion, sharing and
caring, all of
which are vir-
tues that our

Mmrster of Fore:gn
Affairs and International
Coopertaion Thuli
Dladla

VSRR VSIS

Best Chrlstmas Present for a Cancer patient in Nsalitje

AVUMISA -: Christmas time
I touches people’s hearts in differ-
ent ways.

The scripture says “God uses every-
thing for the good of those who love
him...Romans 8:28 a” proved to be true
yesterday when a Dlamini family had a
surprise visit at their homestead.

Miss Eswatini Nondumiso Dlamini took
her time with the Hospice at Home team
and visited the Dlamini family of Nsalitje
in Lavumisa, Shisélweni region. During
the visit, she presented the family with
Christmas presents and cleaned their
home.

The young, calm and collected Miss
Eswatini came with her friends to clean
for Mkhulu Dlamini who is terminally ill,
suffering from cancer and stroke at the
same time.

The elderly Dlamini family (84 and +-
60 years old ) could not believe their eyes
when Nondumiso presented them with a
hamper comprising of sneakers, mealie
meal, cooking oil, tinned food and cos-

KING ??SWRE" Miss. metics just to name a few.
Eswatini 2018/19 Nosipho Situation: Miss Eswatini failed to con-
Diamini. trol her emotions when she saw the fam-

1ly s house. She could not believe that, it
is a permanent residential place for the

84 year-old who lives with his wife.

She then pleaded to the nation for sup-
port to build a suitable house for the fam-
ily more so because they cannot help
themselves since the head of the family
is suffering from cancer.

She also hailed Eswatini Hospice at
Home (EHAH) for their significant sup-
port in palliative care to terminally ill
clients. She further invited companies,
institutions, donors and individuals to
support EHAH with all necessary mate-
rials to use when delivering their home
based palliative care services to termi-
nally ill clients.

“The situation in the homestead is depress-
ing and hurtful, It is unbelievable that a
sickly person lives in such a dangerous
and vulnerable place as it may fall atany
time. No one deserves o live in such a
structure, worse for a terminally ill per-
son and an elderly.

One can only plead with those who can
come to the rescue of this family to do
so. The resilience of the family in such
trying conditions is shocking.”
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WILL SPEND THEIR

Cf_ms'f demonstrated. This is also atime to  Christmas day so I am very busy. season. Across the globe, Christians also cel-
L about fhoss less priviledged than us. To = ebrate the joy of salvation associated with the
exemplify this, today (Thursday) I distributed THULI DLADLA - MINISTER OFFOREIGN birth of Christ.

Christmas hampers to 250 elderly people in  AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERTAION This is a great blessing to the entire world.

my five chiefdoms,

) L'will be spending Christmas day with fam-
ily and friends and of course, attend the Incwala,

I hope every Swazi can experience the
season’s blessings. On or before Christmas ~ “=
day, if schedule allows, I hope to find
time to visit someone less priviledged

Christmas is a time for giving, sharing, for-
giving, loving and celebrating the birth of Christ,
Basically, families should come together and

CHIEF NDLALUHLAZA NDWANDWE - show affection and love for one onother. We  or atleast prepare a
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS should also share with the disadvantaged since  meal for a
. it is a thanksgiving season. needy
. It’s a good time where Swazis will be enjoy- On Christmas day, I will be at home withmy  family.
ing themselves with friends and relatives. family and relatives.
On Christmas day, T will be at the Incwala
ceremony. PRINCESS LINDIWE -
MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS
PETER BHEMBE- MINISTER
OF NATURAL RESOURCES I am entirely absorbed with national duties
AND ENERGY to ensure all our national ceremonies and events

I will not be able to

celebrate Christmas Majesties.

are a resounding success.
It is my joy to serve the nation and Their

day the usual way, However, in terms of symbolism, I #8853
as | have a believe the festive seasonisa time | f 7 ia
wedding

i~ . for national and familyl
R \ reunions, thanksgiving _ |

days Sl
daysf> and also reflections 5
after /S . ontheyearpast. A A
T s I therefore, ';\ 3
extend my best .= *

b % " -
b [ B, - < \ A
- 7 T \
- N\
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| wishes
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B Their ..
¥ Majesties, i
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% and our o SNy
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s | Administration
2 and Development Minister of Natural
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David Ngcamphalala. (£

Resources and Energy
Peter Bhembe.

Eswatini Hospice at Home touching lives

ATSAPHA - Caring  Such illnesses include cancer at cardiovascular problems/stroke.
e ;. ) Mfor people with life  anadvanced stage. The services ~ However, Hospice managed to
AT T FNB M TheFNg J T Eng TN limiting illnesses aredelivered inthe client’shome.  reach 719 clients excluding those
* Eurlien Foundation ot g demands a high level of com-  The services are provided by four  who were seen at the clinic in
passion. professional nurses, one foreach  Matsapha during the course of
Eswatini Hospice at Home con-  region and one forthe centre who ~ the year as well as those who
tinued with her mandate of touch-  attends to clients as they come finally rested in peace. Some were
g lives across the country through ~ during the day. referred but could not be reached
her inspiring programme of home Activities due to transport challenges.
R based paﬂiaﬁve care Through her programme, EHAH Not being able to reach clients
Here is a taste of what the nurs-  touched so many lives during the  makes Hospice plead for support
W3 AANE cmsa"‘*!'-};’. £ g1 5@ es go through as they carry out  course of the yearand hasahuge  from donors and or partners who
R cive “m,m % their work, “Waking up early in  impact on terminally ill clients. can rescue the situation so that
P a0 P GRS the morning at Sam, I found a  The organisation throughits home  all clients are reached and reached
st S missed call from anumber I was  based palliative care activities, on time.
not familiar with. provide clients with holisticeare  Going through all the stress and
Knowing thatsome clients just ~ (quality clinical care, spiritual, pain of attending to the termi-
‘buzz’us as Hospice staff; Tcalled  psychological, emotional sup-  mally ill; the team needs to re-
the number and I got what Thad  port). The programme is imple-  charge; hence EHAH was closed
notexpected. “Angikalali nurse  mented in all the four regions of  as from yesterday and will be
sengifile buhlungu” —1 didn’t  thecountry. Duetothe highdemand  back in office on January 7,2019
sleep nurse I'm in severe pain, ofthe home based palliative care ~ We take this time to _thaink ali
she was crying”. services, the team observed inad-  those who supported us durin
Hospice offers care and support ~ equate coverage in rural areas s

services to the clients with life

limiting or threatening illness.

among clients with other chron-
ic conditions like diabetes and

2018 and wish the nationa happy
and peaceful festive season and
new year,
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MLINDO THE VOCALIST AT

UYEHHEE Mlindo The Voahst pmtmg at one of the ladies among the

crowd as they scream his name at his 'Emakhaya’ album launch held at 5 R R
Solani’s Shisanyama on Thursday evening. (Pics: Nokwanda Sibandze) AMABLESSER:Miindo The Vocalist singing his lungs out.
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BARS: Lyrikal Busta perforing his
song ‘Dance for Mi".
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INCORP offices will close for the Christmas Holidays on Friday, 21st
" December 2018 at 1PM. Offices will re-open on the 8th January
2019. Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2018.

By Management

3
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RAINING OR
NOT: A section
of the crowd
braving the rain
waiting for
Mlindo to per-
form, while
some used
umbrellas.

COLLEGE (BUC)

L strive for success

Approved by Swaziland Higher Education

Council (SHEC)
Registration and admission  gree T-shirt
is currently ongoing Free Stationery
DI~ A = ] Free Computer Lessons
: BUC Courses - Free Course Materials
1, Beoulty of Bdipalion (Teaching)) Reasonable Boarding Fees

S ary Tan 1oma {3 : Scholarships Available
Primary Teachers Diploma ( R avalibile

rima 3 years
Secondary Teachers mpmqayp%u} Online st
2, Fotuity ot Acgounting y
Accounting and Finance
3 Aacutty-of Menagement
a. Business Management
b. gmmuaity Dwal;:‘pmom
c. Human Resource Management
d. Business Administration
4 Fecuily ofipfermetion Technology
a.ICDL: Cert 6 Months. i
b. A+: Cert 6 Months
c. N+: Cert 6 Months
d. DipinIT: 2 Years -
e. Diploma in Web and Graphics
Design: 1 Year
§. Facutty of Maalth Sclences
a. HIV/AIDS Management :
b. Health and y Managemen!
c. Psychology , 2 Years

S Upgading

e D0G17281

Email:bradfordsm@swazi.net
Physical location: Opposite Philani Clinic, Manzini

WWW.Draarorauniversity.cc

M e

21st December 2018. Normal business shalltesume on
‘Wednesday 02 January 2010 at08h00.
For any emergencies contact the following:

Office Closure

Momentum Short Term Insurance (+268) 7802 1352

Metropolitan Employee benefits
& Group Risk claims — 78025077

Health Pre- authorisation — 78021343

*\He

wish you a Glorious Festive Season
& a Prosperous New Year

mome

By Management

ntum  METROPOLITAN
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Siories Iy Nontduduro Kunene

here is the Swaziland Road
‘ ’\ f Safety Council?
This is the question that

probably lingers on many people’s
minds.

This is because, back in the day, this
council was very visible in bringing
awareness to the people about road
safety and tips on how to avoid road
traffic accidents.

The council used to be everywhere,
on the roads, schools and even on
radio, conducting vigorous road safe-

ty campaigns.

HERE IS THE ESWATINI
ROAD SAFETY COUNGIL?

 Additional information on Swaziland Road Saféty Council

| he Swaziland Road Safety
- | Council was established in

1983 through an Act of
Parliament.

. The mandate of the organisation
is to promote road safety in the coun-
try. In pursuit of this function, the
couneil has to:

Plan, develop, monitor and update
~ a national long-term program for
the improvement of road safety in

and would be forgiven for thinking it
was abolished and disbanded a long

Eswatini and to supervise its imple-
mentation by the concerned agen-
cies.

~ Guide the government and the

public on road safety through organ-
ising symposia, lectures or such
other gatherings as may be con-
ducive to the promotion of road safe-
ty. Monitor and evaluate the effec-
tiveness of programs and strategies

part of road safety campa'igns for a
significant amount of time 15 because
they could not find common gTOUﬂdS
of operation. )

In addition, traffic police no longet
communicate with the road safety
council regarding road- blocks.

“The reason we have not been part
of road safety awareness campaigns
in the past years is because W€ had
inadequate resources,” he said.

Nishalintshali said there was no?h—
ing wrong with what the traffic police
are doing as their job is to enforce
traffic laws.

Nitshalintshali claimed they were
working together and dismissed claims
that there was bad blood between the
two government entities.

It has also been gathered that there

News

f
f

holidays next yearthe Road Safety
Council will be very visible, con-
ducting awareness campaigns, mov-
ing in and out of schools teaching
about road safety precautions.

Moreover, they are working towards
matching worldwide standards of'road
safety in the country.

He went on to say they are very pas-
sionate about creating road safety
awareness in schools, mostly at the
lower grades since young children
are prone to road accidents.

The road safety council is a depart-
ment under the Ministry of Public
Works and Transport.

The Swaziland Road Safety Council’s
mission statement is to be the pio-
neers, promoters and initiators of road
safety for the country’s road users.

This shall be done through the mobil-

During festive seasons, the road safe-
ty council used to roll up its sleeves
and join other stakeholders such as
the Royal Eswatini Police Service
(REPS) and the Sincephetelo Motor
Vehicle Accident Fund (SMVAF) in
road safety awareness campaigns.

However, all this has seemingly van-
ished into thin air. The council has
apparently disappeared into oblivion

time ago.

Independent investigations con-
ducted by this publications have
unearthed that; actually, the Road
Safety Council is still existent. The
only challenge is that, like its *father’
government, it is broke.

And this is why even this festive
season, it has failed to join other stake-
holders in creating road safety aware-

onsi 1 i ittee in office at
OmeOT’SIble agcnme% ggﬁ;élg:ggogﬁncﬂ. The com- isation of all road safety stakehold-
ness campaigns. mittee is usually the one that gives  ersin playing ﬂllenr ed‘ucatmlg, enf(_)r[r]:e-
There is apparently no bad blood ~ direction within the entity and the pre- ment and engineering roles with a
between the road safety stakehold- ~ vious one’s term of office ended in  common goal of making the coun-
November 2018. try’s roads safe and traversable.

as suspected by others.

ers, mainly Road Safety Council,
SMVAF and Traffic Police Department,

Road Safety Council’s Road Planner
Mandla Ntshalintshali said that it is
not true that his organisation and the
traffic police no longer work togeth-
er. It had been alleged that the reason
the Road Safety Council had not been

“We are currently planning to have
council elections so that by next year,
the Road Safety Council is visible to
the nation. The council is currently
strategising and working towards
implementing programmes that will
resume next year, said Ntshalintshali.
He assured the nation that come Easter

Their main objective is to bring down
the number of road accidents, espe-
cially fatalities by at least 10% annu-
ally.

This includes fatal accidents and
serious injuries that impact negative-
Iy on the productivity of the popula-
tion.

Three ICT lecturers
resign at ECOT

By Sabelo Majola

hings are moving from

I bad to worse at Eswatini

College of Technology

(ECQOT) as three Information,

Commumnication and Technology

(ICT) lecturers have since
resigned.

The resignation of the lec-
turers comes after an unrest at
the tertiary institution, which
saw part time programme lec-
turers halting classes two weeks
ago over unpaid salaries, dat-
ing back to August last year.

However, the matter was
resolved after the lecturers met
with Ministry of Education and
Training Under Secretary (US)
Bheki Gama last week.

Things have taken another
tumn since then as two Emaswati
and one foreign lecturer from
the ICT department have since
left the institution. Sources close
to the matter revealed that the
three have had enough of being
bullied and treated badly by
the head of ICT faculty, yet
they are highly qualified and
can easily be employed in the
industry.

A source close to the matter
said this would greatly affect
the full time and part time class-
es as all three lecturers were
involved in both.

“One of the lecturers who

B, |

(RN ERRLEE

is a public entity.

have resigned is the coordina-
tor of the part time programmes

who was recently forced to |

write a memorandum to the
Head of Department (HOD)
in the same ICT faculty declar-
ing that part time classes have
resumed. This was after the
HOD had threatened not to sign
recommendation letters for the
renewal of contracts of foreign
lectures in the ICT department.
With the stance taken by gov-
emment of not hiring and replac-
ing of civil servants, the func-

tionality of the ICT department |

will be very difficult. Students
will be without lecturers in the
second semester and with exams
coming in April, the students
will be in a dilemma,” revealed
the source.

ECOT Principal Nomcebo
Nhlengethwa was called for
comment yesterday momning.
She first claimed she was in a
noisy area and asked to be called
after 20 minutes. When she
was called thereafter, she did

not answer her mobile phone. -

Worth mentioning is that this
is not the first ime Nhlengethwa
has ducked questions from the

media concerning operations |

of ECOT. Each time she is
called, she always dishes out
excuses for not entertaining
questions about ECOT, which

EXODUS: Three lecturers have left this college.

FNB FOUNDATION DOLES OUT OVER Eim TO HEALTH

Stories by Sicelo Maziya

he bank slogan “how can we help

I you’ came to reality for the min-

istry of health when the First National

Bank (FNB) Foundation donated over a
million Emalangeni.

The FNB foundation yesterday, at the
Mountain Inn, donated E511 566 towards
the much needed renovation of the Mbabane
Government Hospital’s Incinerator. The
government hospital’s incinerator recent-
ly made headlines with the hazardous
waste packed in plastics bags waiting for
weeks to be disposed of due to the mal-
functioning incinerator.

The FNB foundation further agreed to
sponsor the building of a mortuary at Good
Shepherd Hospital with E500 000 in
response to a need that had been identi-
fied as dire.

FNB foundation Board Member Clement
Dlamini, during the foundation’s spon-
sorship handover, said the foundation is
pleased to lend a helping hand to the coun-
try’s health sector during such tough eco-
nomic times. Dlamini re-emphasised the
bank’s ethos “we are here to help’, say-
ing they are honoured to have been called
upon to extend a hand and live up to what
is considered their core existence.

“We believe that the health sector is a
priority for substance of our nation’s peo-
ple and, therefore, consider it as a key pri-
ority to investment in health and social
welfare, “he said.

He further emphasised that the FNB
Foundation’s focus on the health sector
is not misplaced as it is echoed not just
by a myriad of local and global institu-
tions but is also noted as a key compo-
nent of the globally recognised Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) which aptly

GENEROUS: FNB CEO and
Chairperson of the FNB foun-
dation Dennis Mbingo.

point to the need to nurture and ensure
good health and well-being of all.

FNB CEO and Chairperson of the FNB
Foundation Dennis Mbingo thanked the
media for bringing to light social needs.

“We don’t always get such issues, but
when highlighting desperate social situ-
ations, you guys do a brilliant job,” added
Mbingo.

He assured the minister of health that
the FNB Foundation and the bank will
continue to support the government in
fighting for social exclusion and helping
to meet basic needs of society. Mbingo
in his brief remarks at the occasion, wished
the honourable minister and his team, the
Good Shepherd and Mbabane Government
Hospitals safe passage into the coming
year. On behalf of the two entities, Dr
Khosie Mthetwa received the sponsor-
ship whilst Dr Thandolwethu Tembe
received on behalf of the Mbabane
Government Hospital. The Minister of
Health Lizzy Nkosi thanked the bank for
the kind donation to the health sector.
Nkosi said the donation will assist with

Take care of equipment - Minister

M inister of Health Lizzy Nkosi
§| has pleaded with health work-
LV A& ersin the kingdom to take care
| ofall equipment deployed in every health
 facilities.

The minister said the government of
Eswatini is spending millions of Emalangeni
every year to buy equipment that is
deployed to health facilities.

the renovations of the two important struc-
tures that are crucial for the delivery of
quality health services to the nation.

Nkaosi said the donation to fund the reha-
bilitation of the incinerator at the Mbabane
Government Hospital has happened in a
timely manner.

“The facility has been struggling to dis-
pose and treat their medical waste due to
the breakdown of the one and only incin-
erator. This has necessitated transporting
of the waste to other health facilities for
incineration, as a contingency measure,”’
she said. The ministeralso said the senior
medical officer of Mbabane Government
Hospital highlighted the importance of
the incinerator in the daily functions of
the hospital. Nkosi shared that the incin-
erator fits well into the quality manage-
ment systems that the hospital is still estab-
lishing in every department. She said incor-
porating quality management systems will
ensure that the lifespan of the incinerator
is extended longer than what could have
been if this is not done.

The minister also thanked the FNB foun-
dation for the financial assistance given
to the Good Shepherd Hospital. The min-
ister said the funding will be used to recon-
struct the hospital’s mortuary, which had
become old and debilitated. “A well-func-
tloning mortuary is important as it ensures
that the bodies of our loved ones are kept
wel_l mn a dignified manner before their
burial,” she said. The minister further
pleaded with health workers in the coun-
try to religiously adhere to the waste man-
agement principles because they are based
On nternational standards of the health
care delivery system. She said proper waste
management is an essential component
of infections to themselves, their clients
and to the population at large.

sive equipment broken due to the mis-
use or lack of proper servicing protocals,”
she lamented. Nkosi reminded health
workers t0 ensure that every piece of hos-
pital equipment is well taken care of

tobuy and to repair when damaged.
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GOUT STOPS E3.9m

By Sifiso Nhlahatsi

ver 500 trainees from the Manzini

Industrial Training Centre (MITC),

Siteki Industrial Training Centre
(SITC) and Nhlangano Agricultural
Skills Training Centre (NASTC), under
the Swaziland Skills Centres (SCC)
body, have lost all hope in ever get-
ting their qualifications.

It has since emerged that this is due
to the subvention that government is
refusing to pay to the now defunct SSC
is E3.9 million.

Government’s refusal to pay the sub-
vention has led to the students spend-
ing a year at home as the SCC ran out
of money to run the institutions. Students
are still uncertain if they will ever be
allowed back into class.

The three SCCs were shut down by
the ministry of education and training
after suspicions that there was misuse
of the subventions which were given
out by government on a yearly basis.
Government ceased giving out sub-
ventions to the institution which result-
ed to the institution failing to sustain
itself after its coffers ran dry.

Seeing the situation, government then

MATSAPHA MUNICIPALITY WANTS PROCUREMENT OFFICER

By Sifiso Nhianatsi

S the Matsapha Town Council
Asaga involving allegations of

bribery attempts, shady pro-
curement of tenders and all kinds of
misdemeanours continues, the munic-
ipality has reached a decision to hire
a procurement officer.

The advertisement for the recruit-
ment of a procurement officer was
first posted at the municipality’s web-
site on Wednesday.

This comes ata time when the munic-
ipality is embroiled in serious scan-
dals which have seen at least two coun-
cillors served with letters by the Mayor
Sandlane Zwane asking them to show
cause why Council should not take
disciplinary action against them. Itis
alleged that these councillors wrote
letters apologising for their actiops.
According to one of the letters which
was served to one of the councillors
implicated in the bribery allegations,
it is stated that on orabout May 2018,
the councillor attempted to coerce one
Tshidi Sihlongonyane to remit some
of her proceeds from 2 sale of track-
suits she supplied to Matsapha Town
Council. The councillor was asked to
show cause in writing why he should
not be disciplined for his misconduct.

He was further given seven days to
respond. In the second incident, it is
alleged that another councillor in the

issued the board with a letter inform-
ing it that the institution must be closed.
The letter, according to the Principal
Secretary (PS) in the Ministry of
Education and Training Dr Sibongile
Mitshali during an interview, was issued
after the ministry failed to reach an
agreement with the board of SSC.
The matter is now with govenment’s
legal advisors. The PS maintained her
stance that it was hard for government
to meddle into the affairs of a private
company, while at the same time being
expected to fork out subventions.
She had earlier on indicated that what
they wanted to know as government
was who would be accountable for the
money they give to the skills centres.
Refusal

After government’s refusal to pay .

the subventions, the board made a move
to liquidate SCC.

However, that move was unsuccessful.

In an interview with one member of
the board of directors from Swaziland
Skills Centres through SSC Director
Brian Magongo, it was revealed that
despite their differences with govern-
ment, as a board they were willing to
strike a deal with government. Magongo

month of September, was invited toa
meeting with the mayor where a con-
sultant identified as Lead Consultant,
Theo Mason advised the councillor
that the SAMRA system was non-
functional. The councillor is said to
have gone and participated inameet-
ing with the supplier on the day know-
ing that the non-performance of their
system was a sensitive issue to coun-
cil as audited statements were in dis-
array and needed stern attention, which
was to be resolved through litigation.
The councillor’s action was viewed
as gross misconduct by Council. This
and other malpractices have rocked
the Matsapha Town Council for the
past several months. Following these
cases, the Council is now seeking the
services of a procurement officer.
Position
Worth noting is that this is a new
position at the municipality as it was
previously non-existent , even at the
time of former CEO Geiniwe Fakudze.
It is said that this position reports (0
the town treasurer and its key func-
tion will be to provide support in rela-
tion to developing, maintaining and
reviewing Council’s procurement cOr-
porate practices, procedures and poli-
cies and assisting relevant COUI.IC.I!
staff with sustainable procurement ini-
tiatives. o
It is said the key responsibilities
include, but not limited to; devising

said if government wanted to take con-
trol of the institution, they were ready
to let go.

He said however, they were prepared
to do so only if government comes to
the table and offers to pay severance
packages to the staffat the institution.

He said the board has already pre-
pared an amount they expected to get
from government. Magongo said the
money wouldn’t be a lump sum because
as much as employees of SCC are
employed on a permanent basis, they
have an arrangement which allows
them to sign a two year contract that
is renewable.

Pay

He said this was done so that SCC
can avoid having to pay people huge
sums of money once they retire.

Magongo also said this was also done
so that should it happen that the com-
pany runs out of funds, it would not
be hard to give their employees exit
packages. When asked on how much
they were hoping to get from govern-
ment in order to yield to government’s
demands, Magongo said the amount
is sensitive information which cannot
be shared with the public.

SUBVENTION, TRAINING
CENTRES SHUT DOWN

However, he revealed that money
they received from government in sub-
ventions was E3.9 million yearly.

He said this money was received on
a quarterly basis and did not come as
a lump sum.

Magongo said it is sad that govern-
ment is now playing hide and seek with
the board and refuses to engage them.

This has led to a situation which has
seen students being left in the dark as
they are not receiving any directive
either from government or the man-
agement of the institution. In an earli-
er interview, Magongo, when asked
about the future of the students, had
said despite that a lot of time had been
lost, as an institution, they were will-
ing to work with the students on how
they could cover some ground.

He said if the issue could be resolved,
they are even willing to forfeit holi-
days and continue with lessons.

Closed '

However, that seems to be something
that will not happen anytime soon since
the institution is still closed and there
has been a directive for the board to
dissolve.

Meanwhile, students who were

enrolled at SSC before it was shuit down
by government have revealed that they
have no clue of what is happening.

The students have since formed a
WhatsApp group meant to share updates
should anything happen. ‘

They have expressed their disap-
pointment that up to today, there has
been no communication on whether
they will ever return to school.

They said the last time they met was
when they stormed the institution’s
premises, demanding answers 01 when
they were going to be allowed back to
class. Some students have since resort-
ed to getting employment while await-
ing the re-opening of the institution.

Justrecently, it was reported that one
of the students is earning a living as a
grass cutter.

However, new allegations are now
to the effect that there are students who
are being lured to register at the insti-
tution as there are hopes that it will
operate again. Information gathered
is that this is because government has
made means to get the original own-
ers of the whole project and are cur-
rently working with them on how they
could revive the institution. Magongo
didnot deny the allegations.

He said even though he could nei-
ther deny nor confirm, he had also
learnt that there were staff members
who were still at the premises of SSC
attending to those who want to regis-
ter.

Magongo said he would not know
anything happening there anymore
since government is doing operations
behind the SSC board members” backs.
Acting Principal Secretary in the Ministry
of Education and Training Bheki Gama,
when probed about the matter, said
government is still working on it.

He said that they are hoping that by
the end of next week, they will have
an answer.

and using fruitful sourcing strategies,
comparing and evaluating offers from
suppliers, negotiating contract terms
of agreement and pricing.

The officer, among other things, is
also expected to prepare annual pro-
curement plans and also review qual-
ity of purchased products.

Other tasks, according to the adver-
tisement, include performing risk man-
agement for supply confracts and agree-
ments, preparing reports on purchas-
es, as well as cost analyses.

The officer is also expected to mon-
itor stock levels and place orders as
needed.

The procurement officer also has to
assist in the preparation of tender doc-
uments to ensure the production of
realistic and commercial tenders and

lastly analysing of information and
providing recommendations to the
town treasurer, departmental senior
managers regarding the awarding of
tenders and contracts.

The suitable candidate is expected
to possess a Bachelor of Commerce
in Public Procurement Management
or equivalent. The positien is a five
year performance based contract.
Information gathered is that in a meet-
ing held earlier at the Matsapha Town
Council, the issue of the two vacant
positions, which is project manager
and procurement officer, was raised.

It was said the positions were bud-
geted for. It was also said that their
Fecruitmem could enly be completed
in September 2018, which was three
months ago.

Matsapha Town Council PRO
Babhekile Dlamini confirmed that the
advertised position of procurement
officer is new to Couneil.

Worth noting is that such a post has
been advertised at a time when the
Council is hogging headlines for all
the wrong reasons as the mayor and
town clerk are involved in a row which
has even been taken to the High Court.

Mayor Zwane, who says he is out to
root out corruption within the munic-
ipality, is seemingly making himself
more enemies in his crusade as he is

now at loggerheads with some coun-
cillors, including the chief executive
officer.

_ This has allegedly made the work-

Ing environment very unfriendly at

the Matsapha Town Council.
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PROUD MOTHER: Ebuhleni House Mother
Nomphumelelo Diamini with her children.

| Mbabane

Envirocom

Approved Stockists of GreenCross Shoes

GREEN f’ CROSS

Happy Feet, Happy People

FEEL THE COMFORT

| Director Thokozani

Nyamane.
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hristmas is a time for giving!
The Eswatini Electricity Company
(EEC) seems to understand this
adage better as it hosted a family fun day
at Fbuhleni House No. 13 at SOS Children’s
Village in Mbabane on Thursday.
Present at the family fun day were EEC
staff members, SOS Director of Programme
Thokozani Maphalala, the house moth-
er Nomphumelelo Dlamini and children
living in the house.

EEC brought a lot of goodies to cele-
brate with the 13 children who reside in
the house.

EEC gifted the children with ES00
vouchers each, where they will buy items
of their choice at EDCON stores. EEC
staffers played with the children for the
better of the day as they engaged in var-
ious games. EEC Corporate Communications
Officer Buhlebethu Nyamane said Ebuhleni
House Number 13 is their responsibility

(L) POSE:
Nomphumelelo
Dlamini the
Ebuhleni house
mother, SOS

Programme

Maphalala and EEC
Corporate
Communications
Officer Buhlebethu

STAFF D
S0S CHI

as EEC and the children housed there.
Nyamane said it is not the first time they
hosted the family fun day, as it was the
second time the company hosted such an
event.

“Jt is not the first time ECC hosts a fam-
ily fun day. Last year, we werc here dur'-
ing the festive season. We have taken it
upon ourselves to have this family fun
day every year asa way of bonding with
our children as EEC,” she said.

Thanks

She went on to thank EEC staff mem-
bers for taking some time out of their busy
schedule to come and spend some time
with Ebuhleni House number13 at SOS
Children’s Village in Mbabane.

Meanwhile, SOS Mbabane Programme
Director Thokozani Maphalala expressed
gratitude to EEC for the wonderful ges-
ture towards SOS.

He applauded EEC for the support as
well as maintaining the relationship they
have with SOS, Ebuhleni house Number

INES
LDREN

13. Maphalala said when SOS started
there was an initiative of assigning every
company with a homeat SOS. The main
purpose was not money but building rela-
tionships; of which EEC did not disap-
point.

“When we started this initiative of build-
ing relationships with companies, it was
not about the money but about the rela-
tionships that come with it. Coming here
and spreading the love to the children
tops everything that money can buy. Thank
you EEC for supporting and maintain-
ing the love,” he said.

Furthermore, the number of EEC staff
who attended the family fun day this year
was higher than last year. Maphalala said
this shows that the company is very seri-
ous with the initiative. Maphalala said it |
was worth mentioning that some of the
children who are housed at SOS have
been successful in life as some are in uni-
versities and colleges in and out of the

country.
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REMA RKS Semor Deputy National Commissioner
Lydia Dlamini represented the acting national commis-
sioner of police during the event.

TAKEN Semor Deputy National Comm:ssmner Lyd.la
DIamini, Acting Regional Commissioner - Tibonisile
Mdz.'mso and Chref PICO Phindile V:lakatl in song

ALSO THERE: Semor Superintendent N:cho!us Jele
and Regional Staff Officer Khulani Mamba were also

present.

he Police Service has implored

Tmembers of the public to ensure

that a safe festive season pre-

vails. This can be archieved by being

vigilant and cautious in order to reduce

the occurrence of crime and road acci-
dents.

Speaking during the Hhohho Christian
Police Association festive season revivals
held at Mahwalala last Friday, Senior
Deputy National Commissioner — Lydia
Dlamini urged the public to be mindful
of all safety precautions aimed at improv-
ing safety at their residential areas as well
as on roads. She stated that the security
of residential areas should be prioritised
to avoid house burglaries and hence, the
formation of neighbourhood watch sys-
tems.

Representing

Dlamini who was representing the act-
ing national commissioner of police dur-
ing therevivals which were preceded by
a march from Hilltop to Mahwalala,

.advised owners of businesses to avoid

accumulating too much money within
their premises as they may be targeted
by armed robbers. She recommended
regular banking and to seek secu-
rity coverage from the police
when transporting substantial
amounts of money to ensure
cash security.

The senior deputy national
commissioner urged mem-
bers of savings groups or
stokvels who may have money
to distribute, to contact local
police stations for safety and
security arrangements. She fur-
ther warned members of the
public against leav- :
ing  huge
COMMEI
Mbaban
Mayor

amounts of money in their motor vehi-
cles as this attracts bolandela. For safe-
ty on the roads, Dlamini implored the
public to refrain from irresponsible dri-
ving behaviour such as driving while
under the influence of liquor, over-speed-
ing, overloading and reckless driving.

Dlamini stated that the purpose of the
revivals was to seek the Lord’s inter-
vention to the litany of crimes that are
committed in Mahwalala as well as to
pray that God’s steadfast hand guides
and protects the police during the festive
season.

Revealed

She revealed that the chosen theme for
the revivals was “Overcoming Odds of
Criminality through Moral Regeneration
of Society”. This was in consonance with
the scripture found in the Book of Jeremiah.
She mentioned that such services are part
of the broader crime prevention outreach
programmes aimed to educate and cre-
ate awareness on various issues of safe-
ty and security concems.

Dlamini appealed to the nation and
brethren to work with the police in
intensifying the fight against crime
phenomena that stub-
bomly manifests in
society in the

forms of gender
based violence,
drug dealing and,
trafficking. She
also noted that
another

SAFETY SHOULD BE THE DRIVING
FORCE THIS FESTIVE SEASON

social problem which is proving to be a
menace is suicide which has seen one
hundred and fifteen (115) people end
their lives between November 2017 and
November 2018. She stated that there is
need to intercede to the Lord God Almighty |
for the improvement of the situation.
Local Member of Parliament - Musa
Zwane applauded the police for con-

ducting the revivals and urged the peo- |

ple of the area to make use of such an
opportunity and become one with the
Lord. He expressed belief that because
of the festive revivals, the crime situa-
tion within the Mahwalala Zone will dras-
tically improve.

Mbabane City Mayor - Zephaniah
Nkambule commended the police for
facilitating the revivals stating that any
strategies that may be in place to fight
crime are useless without the involve-
ment of the Lord. He
noted that seeking
the Lord’s inter-
vention should not
only be sought for
the erime situa-
tion at

Mahwalala,

but the coun- |
iry as a whole. ‘

|
|
|
l
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for Ezulwini

‘ ity, bogether with other municipali-
Ues,engage in partnerships to ensure green
cities. CEO Vusumutiwendyodza Matsebula
said such an initiative is going to have solu-
tions for green energy, waste recycling and
efficient transport systems.
Matsebula said the Ezulwini Town is plan-
ning and strategising around an intervention
regarding the existing and planned street light-
ing infrastructure. He further confided with
the Observer on Saturday that currently, dis-
cussions with: couneil, other major stakeholders,
(ic EEC, MNRE) and potential investors are
atan extremely early stage forinnovative pro-
jeets, of which his office is not at liberty to
divulge information at the stage of the dis-
cussions. Matsebula further said Ezulwini. as
itis,is preparing its long term strategy because
the council is cognizant of the National Vision
0f2022. Matsebula explained that the mission
of the municipality is: “To improve the qual-
ity of life of the Ezulwini community through
the provision of efficient services and infra-
structure that is responsive to their needs™.
He said the municipality seeks to be diligent

in involving all stakeholders of the Ezulwini
community in her planning efforts in order to
direct the short-term, medium-term, and long-
term growth of the town, along the paths envi-
sioned by the majority of residents, business-
es. and frequent visitors to the town. Matsebula
assured that implementation of these plans will
definitely be done as far as itis practically pos-
sible.

= gorte n, e
...Ezulwini’s road
~ to development

: n an effort to know the value of the
' Itown in terms of the investment devel-
opment that is currently taking place,
this publication wanted to have figures for
(year 2018.
of mfonnauon .

“When addmg the road infrastructure and
the buildings-for both the residential and
‘commercial and the land value in Ezulwini
“the town to be E3.1 billion.
is E3,070,390,980 (Three billion & seven-
sand, nine hundred & eighty emalangeni™.

THE BREAKDOWN IS AS FOLLOWS

jhe ngdom of Eswatini seeks to
ensure that Ezulwini, as a municipal-

the current development as we conclude the

" The CEO Vusi Matsebula shared some bit

currently, we can estimate the total value of
The estimated value of Ezulwini as at today
ty million, three hundred & ninety thou-

 Years Amount

Latestvaluation:

‘done in 2014 E2371546,000.00
2015 Developments. E274.259,030.00
i'2016 Developments E93,752,390.00
2017 Developments E33,670,850.00
2018 Developments E297 ’1 Q.m
Total ' ‘

Stories by Sicelo Maziya

o say the Ezulwini town is developing
would be an understatement of the year.
The town, which was very small and

- almost unrecognisable a few years ago, has sud-

denly ballooned into one of the fastest growing
towns in recent history in the country.

Today, the estimated value of Ezulwini is at
over E3 billion. The town has attracted massive
infrastructure development that started in 2015.
The town, which is the hub of the tourism indus-
try in the country, continues to grow and will
soon be declared a city with the fastest devel-
opment that continues to shape the town in size
and in development. The town is cognisant of
the fact that for it to be a city, it needs to con-
sider the issue of extending its boundaries to
have more urban area under the municipality’s
control.

According to Town Clerk Vusumutiwendvodza
Matsebula, in 2012, the town was upgraded from
being a Town Board to a Town Council. The
town had the Town Board status since 1995
when it was established.

Strategy

Matsebula further disclosed that the town is
currently aiming to craft a long term strategy
that will enable the council to crystalise the future
they want to achieve.

“This is the future of the municipality that will
be decided upon by all the stakeholders involved,”
adds Matsebula. '

He also said since they are currently in the
process, the council will hear from the stake-
holders if together they aspire to be a city or not.
Matsebula further disclosed that they have a 30
year Integrated Development Plan as Ezulwini
Town Council and part of their long term plan
is that council and stakeholders will interrogate
when they would like to achieve the status ofa
city.

“The stakeholders’ process will check which
year in our 30 year Integrated Plan we would
like to achieve that. However, we are very cau-
tious not to lose our identity in the process. For
instance, it is a fact that if we want to be a city,
we will need to consider the issue of extending
our boundaries to have more urban area under
the municipality’s control,” adds Matsebula.

The growth of the town has seen the massive
growth under the current CEO. When this pub-
lication asked him what has been their secret to
success, he was quick to point out that a town
is a community and in order for it to grow, it
needs people with a focused vision and it can-
not be a one man effort. He said the main focus
is to attract huge investments.

...Today, the estimated value of Ez
attracted massive infrastructure deve

t which is the hub of the tourism in
e : d a city with the fastest development

to grow and will soon be declare

“Greencity EZULWININOW WORTH H E3.18N, AND

ulwini is over E3billion. The town has

Jopment that started in 2015. The
dustry in the country, continues

ize and in development.

that contmues to shape the town in s raevECpEs o =

VIEW A s:de view of the ICC in Ezulwm: (PICS S:celo Mazrya)

“When I first joined the municipality, we had
an operating budget of E6.5 million and a staff
complement of five employees. Over the years,
we have grown to have an operating budget of
+/- E25 million and a staff complement of 44
employees. I cannot say the achievement has
beenmy individual achievement, however, I can
say we owe the municipality’s success to the
councillors who shared the vision
of the management and assisted
in giving the political buy-in to

within the town’s urban and peri-urban area dur-
ing the construction and even after the con-
struction for developmental projects.

“Apart from the benefits of employment, an
upgraded road means thatresidents of Ezulwini
will have easier access to and from their places
of business and also when taking their products
to the market,” he said.

He further shared mandatory devel-
opments of Ezulwini when it comes to
road construction that street lighting is

support the vision,” he said. “This is the future  amust for all Ezulwini roads to improve
Matsebula was also full of praise  of the municipality safety and security in the residential

for the parent ministry of townsin that will be decid-  areas.

the country, stating that they owe ed upon by all the The young executive also stated that

their achievement to the Ministry  stakeholders private businesses developing in the

of Housing and Urtban Development  involved.” town also attract other businesses which

for the support they have been giv- — — together, provide the convenience of

ing the town over the years.

He also praised the construction industry that
is currently bringing all the opportunities need-
ed for the unemployed in the area.

He confided that the municipality has been
consistent and vigilant in encouraging all con-
tractors involved in public municipal projects
such as road construction, as well as the private
projects like the International Convention Centre
and Five Star Hotel (ICCFISH) within the munic-
ipal vicinity to hire unemployed youth from

essential services being closer to residents:
Matsebula further summed it up: “A lot, if not
everything, is at the tip of their fingers. Development
of a town affects a great deal of infrastructure
that includes the telecommunication network,
power grid as well as the sewage and water sys-
tems. There is need to focus on future demands.”

The Observer on Saturday wanted to know
the budgetary implications to the council in deal-
ing with such infrastructure expansions and if
they have the mandate to work as a town board

DEVELOPMENTS: Shopping complexies are now being built in every corner of the town. 2. ACCF

at the municipality.

ISH development
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The hotel construction at the tourism hu

completion at the ACCFISH.

pleted near the Corner Plaza.

on such projects.

“The primary responsibility for the
water system and the sewer system
lies with the Eswatini Water Services
Corporation (EWSC) as mandated
or gazetted by the national govern-
ment. Eswatini still does not use the
model of service provision like the
Metropolitan Municipalities (for
example eThekwini or Ekurhuleni
in South Aftica), the supporting ser-
vice provision, such as highway troop-
ers, general police force, water and
sewer services, fire department, local
electricity services, these functions
are not directly owned or controlled
by the municipality,” said Matsebula.

He further clarified that those munic-
ipalities, Tinkhundla, and service
providers all operate as separate enti-
ties across the country in Eswatini.
Ezulwini municipality has, howev-
er, been consistent in efforts to have
open lines of communication and
partnerships, where possible, with
all parastatals that provide efficient

NEW SHOPS: A new shopping complex has been com-

and effective essential services to the
residents of Ezulwini.

On the water and sewage system,
Matsebula also shared that as a munic-
ipality, they do face a few challenges

‘with the water and sewer systems.

However, he said this is not as a result
of the new developments.

“New developments allow for
changes or new connections to be
made in conjunction with the new
construction, which is usually a smooth
transition. Challenges have mainly
only arisen where EWSC has attempt-
ed to modernise the systems with
already existing homes and plots
where planning and construction was
done some 30 to 60 years ago, long
before the area was considered a
town,” he said.

The CEO said they are working
with the service provider to address
these emerging issues of the water
and sewage system with the new
development taking place in the
town.

ROADS NOT LEFT OUT: Roads infrustucture develop-

ment at the construction site has continued to improve

for easy access to the market

- son who were nabbed for poaching

at Mlawula Game Reserve.
Jeremiah Mabhlalela and his son,
Sifiso, of Hlane were arrested by the

Royal Eswatini Police Services (REPS)

on Wednesday after they were caught

T ke father like son! This old "
I adage holds true for a 50-year
B_-old man and his 20 year old
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with five killed warthogs Each warthog,

is estimated at ES00.
The father and son are said to have
had about 21 hunting hooks planted

Information gathered is o the effect

forthe upcoming C ,
are alleged to have already had a buyer
in tow when they embarked on their
poaching expedition. The buyer had
allegedly promised to double the price
of what the warthogs usually cost.
They were promised E5 000 cash
upon delivery.
Rangers

caught a glimpse of the suspects car-
rying one warthog by its hind legs.
They are said to have contacted the

~ police instantly, while they quietly
 trailed behind the pair. The rangers
- were undergoing their daily routine
- check-ups around the reserve when

they sighted the suspects.

“They quickly tailed the suspectand
fired a waming shot in the air when

 they were close enough and ordered

them to surrender.” said a source.

 The father and son are said to have
* immediately dropped the warthog and

By Samkelisiwe Khoza

he accidentally shot

I Limkokwing University of

Technology graduate has

since been released from the hospi-
tal.

The 20 year old graduate was acci-
dentally shot by his father in the stom-
ach during a hunting expedition at
Shewula.

The incident occurred last Thursday
at one of the community’s forests
where the father, son and the father’s
brother were hunting late at night.
The 20-year-old is said to have been
mistaken for a rabbit when the father
opened fire and shot him and the
brother.

Information gathered by this pub-
lication is to the effect that the
graduate was released from the
Siteki Good Shepherd

thatthe pair hoped to score some cash
Christmas day. They

INVESTIGATION: Chief Police Information and
Communications Officer Superintendent Phindile Vilakati.

HERE: Part of the Miawula Game Reserve.

surrendered to the rangers. Police ona local community’s tourism indus-
responded swiftly to the call. g _ )
‘When questioned about the crimi- \ communi relies on its wildlife

nal offence, the father and son sup-  to attract tourists is at great risk for
posedly told the police and the rangers  economic hardship if the prevalence
that they were trying to gather some  of poaching is high.

cash for Christmas. . Theextinction of wildlife can have

The father said he used to work at ~ a detrimental effect on a communi-
the Maphiveni Foot and Mouth but  ty’s economy since restaurants, hotels,
lost his job two years ago. “I know  rentals, and other attractions would
that poaching is illegal but it was the  suffer. Extinction is the greatest threat
only option available to make some  toanimals that are victims of wildlife
quick cash before poaching.
father told the - Poaching is also dangerous to the
court on Thursda environment. Our ecosystems are sen-

jailed for fouryears with
a fine of E6 000 each.

Poaching Effects |
Poaching can lead to extinction of

can have a negative economic effect

Accidentally shot son
released from hospital

Hospital where he was being treated  shot in the stomach and arm, while

on Thursday. his uncle was injured on the mouth
It was reported that the trio caught  and knee. The graduate and brother

arestafter hours of catching nothing ~ were femried to the Siteki Good Shepherd

during their night-hunt. The son is Hospital using a family member’s

said to have excused himself and car.

attended to the call of nature a dis-  The father was using a hunting rifle

tance away:.

which, according to the internet, one
shot can cause damage also on the
surroundings of the aimed target.

_ When interviewed yesterday, the
injured family brother, Shandu
Mavimbela still stammered when

Couple of minutes later,
the father is said to
have been heard
shouting juba
ngalapho

ngulogwa-  talking due to the mouth injury. He

Ja before  confirmed that his niece had been

heopened released from the hospital and his
firetowards  condition had since improved.

his son and “He is recovering well but he also

, the brother. has difficulties getting on and off the

The son
\ was

bed,” he said.

Mavimbela said the accident has
hit his brother hard and said it is dif-
ﬁcult for him to look at his son who
1s so much in pain. He said the pain

of accidentally hurting his own flesh

and blood to that extent is unbear-
able for any parent.
Mean\.zvhile. Chief Police
Information and Commumicationg
Officer, Superintendent Phingije
Vilakati said the matter is stili
under investigation and arrests
will be made thereafter
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hristmas is that time of the year where

families and friends unite in com-

memorating the birth of Jesus Christ,
observed primarily on December 25, as a reli-
gious and cultural celebration among billions
of people globally.

Inactual fact, the exact meaning of Christmas
is the celebration of love, which is demon-
strated in the story of Jesus Christ as the Bible
says in John 3:16 ‘For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, that whosoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life.

The Commissioner General Isaiah Mzuthini
Nishangase, is cognisant of the importance of
Christmas, affording offenders and their fam-
ilies the right platform to share, unite and cel-
ebrate Christmas together.

Since the celebration of Christmas is grati-
tude for what the Son of Man did for us, we
remember his birth, by giving each other gifts,
worshipping Him, and being especially con-
scious of the poor and less fortunate, the com-
missioner gneral enables the over 3 500 offend-
ers to meet their relatives daily over a period
stretching from the 21st of December to the
2nd of January 2019. Apart from this, offend-
ers will this festive season, partake in a num-

f
*ﬂ v Sermon by Pastor Doctor Hlogwane from
F Assemblies of God.

| v Other pastors comprise of International
| Tabemacle Church leader in Dickson Makunda
| and Dombo Jenvram and Luhleko Evangelical
| Church’s Pastor Andreas Msibi,

| ¥Music by Mshikishi, ACASWA group and
 Zion Church Choir.

| ¥ Sporting activities include soccer, egg race,
| tug-of-war, playing cards and chess amongst
i OthETS

BIG BEND CORRECTIONAL CENTRE

v Revivals conducted by Pastor Prince
Mhlanga from AEC and Metropolitan Church
leader, Grace Ngcamphalala.

v Entertainment by Correctional Services
Brass Band and instrumental Music by offend-
ers from Matsapha Correctional Centre.

v Sporting activities including board games;
cards, chess, mlabalaba, tug-of-war and dance

| competition by inmates.

NHLANGANO CORRECTIONAL CENTRE
¥ Mountain of Shiloh Revival Church leader
. Sihle Masuku will be ministering the word of
| God throughout the festive season.
v Inmates will stretch their muscles during

GEN H
PLATFORM FOR
OFFENDER’S K-MAS

ber of spiritual and entertaining activities.

Nishangase also stated that this year’s spir-
itual service is aimed at expressing thanks to
God for the gift of life and for protecting the
whole correctional community in the discharge
of its duties throughout the year.

Itis also aimed at thanking the Almighty for
guidance and protecting officers in the man-
date of transforming the lives of offenders to
law abiding citizens.

Nitshangase is of the idea that Christmas can
sometimes be complicated, especially when
you have a loved one behind bars.

Therefore, he is optimistic that such visits
will help strengthen family ties and lift spir-
its on both sides of the bars.

In honour of this great time, commissioner
general has put on break all Correctional
Services labour parties since yesterday until
the January 2, 2019. This is aimed at giving
offenders the opportunity to relish the festive
season and celebrate with their loved ones.

As part of the celebrations, the fellowship
services will also be spiced up by marvelous
performances of local gospel artists com-
prising; Linda Dlamini, Thabile Myeni,
Ndawonye Gospel Worshippers amongst oth-
ers. His Majesty’s Correctional Services’ Afro

soccer tournaments, athletics egg and sack rac-
ing including a variety of indoor games com-
prising of cards and draft.

v Inmates’ dance competition.

MATSAPHA CORRECTIONAL CENTRE

¥ Recently crowned Swaziland Arts and
Music Association (SWAMA) Awards -Male
artist of the year Linda Dlamini will be ren-
dering music.

¥ Prophet BK Dlamini from Gethsemane
Redeemed International Church and Tom
Makhanya from Well of Reahoboth Household
church in Malkerns.

¥ Members from Evangelic Church in
Matsapha with others from the Seventh Day
Adventists will also be part of the service.

v The Voice of the Church Director Zachariah
Mthethwa and pastors Sandile Malaza and
Mdumiseni Dlamini also form part of minis-
ters delivering the good news on the impor-
tance of the birth of Christ.

v Entertainment by local poets; Mphindvwane
and Gedlembane Shongwe and Young people
of Excellency members Anito and Tristo.

MYPC

¥ Music Thabile Myeni while Pastor Buddy
Msibi will be preaching the word of God.

¥ Motivational speakers comprise of Young

o L]

a2

Jazz band and Instrumental
music by offenders from 4%
Matsapha Correctional
Centre will tour a num- &,
ber of correctional cen- 2
tres where they will
perform for officers 7
and offenders this fes- %

tion, the department |

has also organised %89
other culturaland °
sporting activ- &

so-ccer, chess /4~
tournaments,
poetries, net-

ball games, §
tug-of-war,
egg and g2
sack race = /%

Climbers’ Wandile ‘Warawara’ Hlatswako,
Thembela Mamba amongst others.

v Entertainment by Home Boys, White
Msindo, Comedians; Mr Seth and Ndosh.

PIGG'S PEAK CORRECTIONAL CENTRE

¥ Word of God and motivational speeches
by Nhlanhla Dlamini under FEA leader Pastor
Shodi Msibi.

¥ HMCS Jazz Band and Insttumental nusic
by offenders from Matsapha Correctional Centre.

¥ Sporting activities comprising; indoor and
outdoor games.

BHALEKANE CORRECTIONAL CENTRE

¥ Sermon by Alamathiya Church in Zion
leader, Archbishop Mavove Mkhontfo and
Pastor Stephen Maphanga from Revival Miracle
Centre,

¥ Motivational speeches by Pastor Sibusiso
Shongwe from Prophetic Voice of All Nations.

¥ Entertainment includes umbholoho, tug-
of-war, poetry, drama amongst others.

v Themainday will be graced by Madlange-
mpisi Member of Partiament Sibusiso *Scorpion’
Nxumalo who will on the day award prizes to
the champions of the soccer tournament.

0STS JOYFUL

happiness and a prosperous new year.

Festival Visitation Hours Programme {Dec 21 - Jan 2)
Convicted Persons 09.30am - 3:30pm
09:30am - 3:30pm

Awaiting Trail (remands)

TO TAKE PLACE AT VARIOUS

CE

T A
MAWELAWELR CORRECTIONA NAL CENTRE
v Sermon by Pastor Andrew Msibi from
Evangelical church,
¥ Motivational speakers comprise; Autism
O_rgams_anon’s Mrs Mvubu, SWANEPPA s
Sibongile Dlamini, SWAGGA’s Slindelo
N).(u_malo and Xolani Diamini from Baylor
Clinic to name a few.
¥ Entertainment by Thabile Myeni and
Ndawonye Christ Worshippers.

eral wishes the entire nation a sparkling
and shinning festive season filled with

e

¥ HMCS Afro Jazz Band will bepart of the |

entertainment,

¥ Sports activities comprise of netball, soc-

cer, volleyball and athletics and more.

. m CORRECTIONAL CENTRE
Entcrta:_ nment includes sibhaca, wumb-
froioho. kwaito dance, comedy and varous
indoor games,
¥ Music by HMCS Afro Jazz Band and

insmﬂnemalmusicbfoﬂ'endm from Mats:
Correctional Centm.} e

¥ Semmonby Bj
¥ Bishop D Mabuza Preac
ge Word Ministrieg e - -
reat M pei
3 ogemcnt Ministries.

and Apostle M Zulu from |

: S Afro Jazz Band and |
music by offenders from M mlgsmf,:'ﬁ :
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. A LOOK INTO
OURSELVES

comes to a close, let me invite you to take
a deep look into the country and tell me
what you see.

1 make this invitation at a time when we are
in high spirits and going through a process of
our annual sacred fncwala, a period in which
we reflect on the year gone by and renew our
energy for the New Year as a nation.

This was a momentous year because as a
nation we celebrated 50 years of independence.
His Majesty the King and Ingwenyama also
celebrated his 50* birthday. It was a double cel-
ebration, but other than the milestone we did
not have the kind of celebrations we deserve at
50 years.

One of the reasons we had subdued celebra-
tions is because economically we were unable
to deliver a strong economic position or out-
look that professes to our growth. '

Somewhere in our growth we missed certain
things and our focus got blurred. A country at
50 should have been more brazen about its
achievements and gone all out to showcase to
the world what 50 years meant to it.

Somehow we are at 50 but it appears we
deferred our moment of glory for some time in
the future, I hope this would be Eswatini at 60.

The past 10 years have not been kind to our
economy and we seem to have failed to come
up with strategies of a matured State to deal
with them.

Instead our government was quick to offer
excuses and pointed at global factors as con-
tributing to our case. That excuse did not win
some of us, because we know as the new Prime
Minister Ambrose Mandvulo Dlamini and his
team would prove that there was a lot available
to us to turn the situation around. We just lacked
the appetite to face the situation head on and
deal with our demons.

His Majesty the King and Ingwenyama was
made for the past 10 years to sound idealistic.
He challenged the country and his government
to work towards achieving the First World sta-
tus by the year 2022.

He never ceased to point towards that direc-
tion, but those in government continued to yvork
against his aspirations. Tl}ey placed their inter-
ests much higher than national interests. For 10

Just before the momentous year 2018
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. 'MOVING l-:ROM RHETORIC TOACTION

years we were doomed, hence Eswatini at 50
was not the kind of jubilee we wanted.

There was one person (His Majesty the King)
who was clear where this country should be,
but the foot soldiers were confused and cared
more about their benefits than advancing the
country.

We failed to understand how we got here and
what we needed in order to keep on challeng-
ing ourselves to achieve even more.

When we needed to think outside the South
African Customs Union (SACU) kitty for our
survival we failed. That’s why we were solely
focused on SACU revenues than looking inter-
nally for solutions, something His Majesty the
King challenged the new government to do
now - to think outside the box to grow the econ-
omy.

Elections

So when time for elections came, Emaswati
voted with their feet and almost changed the
entire previous government.

It was a statement that drew the line, break-
ing with the past and ushered in new people.
They did so driven by hope that even what
appears to be a hopeless situation can still turn
around with the right people in right positions.

His Majesty the King responded in similar
fashion when making his appointments, by giv-

- Kei Ko Bulding, opposite Shopile, Office No3  Makhoya Converient Cenire, Office No. 25 Sitek] Mrket Olfice No.15
SEDCO Sirven Diomind

Yok 2437 1083 S0

ing the country new faces.

That’s the hope we have. However, reports
of bribery and corruption remain a cancer that
we need to rid ourselves off.

The Anti Corruption Commissioner Daniel
Dlamini is right to say no one institution can
claim to be a champion to fight corruption - he
calls for the entire country to reject it.

Utsi indzaba yetfu sonke. He 1s right!

Corruption has played a huge role for the
country to be where it is today. One way of
reversing this scourge is through the setting up

In Siswati we say — five liyeng-
cayelwa. This talk to respecting
the people and the position you
hold. You don't just do things as
you please. It would appear at 50
some of us have forgotten that
and stated to look at the
resources at our disposal as an
extension of our wealth.
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of critical oversight bodies (emabandla).

We can no longer trust ourselves of acting in
the best interest of the country hence we need
oversight bodies to scrutinise our actions.

It needs to start with the chiefs (bobabe tin-
Jchulu and bantfwabenkhosi). We need a coun-
cil of chiefs to monitor how each chief or umni-

fwanenkhosi is doing. They must learn to be
accountable. We have now totally forgotten to
be accountable, yet we all claim to be per-
forming our duties in the name of the King. If
His Majesty the King is accountable to the peo-
ple he leads, how come then we fail to b.e
accountable for the decisions we make on his
behalf? )

The King reigns through emabandla hence it
is important that we re-establish them for pur-
poses of exercising and keeping those in power
in check.

Take for instance the promotions within the
security forces which have left a lot to be
desired - taxing to the person paying tax. Not
only are their promotions a concern but the fre-
quency at which they happen when consider-
ing that other cadres within government have
remained unattended.

In order to ensure that deserving people get
promotions, we need to have a promotions
boards or councils to evaluate the decisions.
The council should have powers to object or
approve the recommendations. I know that in
some of these institutions we have bodies by
name, but no longer functions as it should be.

Today we have within our security forces, a
contingent of young officers who have not even
made the years in service competing for ranks
if not surpassed the most senior and experi-
enced officers.

A university degree should not mean auto-
matic promotion to a senior rank. The leaders
of these forces must find a way to remunerate

those with degrees or certificates, without com-
promising the discipline of the force. If they
want to reward their educational qualifications
(with more money) they should do so without
promotions. A promotion must be earned.

This is just one area that needs to be crutinised
accordingly otherwise ifit goes attended it will
cause disunity within our security forces.

If this government stands a slim chance of
success, it will depend on how much we are
willing to meet them halfway. They alone can-
not undo many of things that have gone wrong.
Let’s all agree that a country that has celebrat-
ed 50 years of independence should be in a
much stronger position than we are.

In Siswati we say — live livengcayelwa. This
talk to respecting the people and the position
you hold. You don’t just do things as you
please. It would appear at 50 some of us have
fﬂfgottep that and stated to look at the resources
at our disposal as an extension of our wealth.

If we don’t call to order this bad mentality of
el;ﬁt’l;ment we will soon be doomed.

nhlonipho, kutitfoba nekwesa ;

S ) ::m# ba kungatsi
Khutekani bekunene!
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Dealing with Diabetes
WITH: Nomalungelo Ginindza

Diabetes
Swaziland PR

Recording to American
Diabetes Association, most
alcoholics develop
pancreatitis and abont
one third of those with
this condition will go on to
develop diabetes.

ast Saturday we were talking about dia-
betic diet, this Saturday we are look-

ing at the linkage between diabetes and
Alcohol, a very sensitive topic to most peo-
ple since it’s the festive season.

Diabetes and substance abuse are two con-
ditions that can seriously impact health. It is
not only in their potential to cause damage that
relates these two together. There can also be a
more direct relationship between them. Some
people may develop diabetes because of exces-
sive alcohol intake. Alcohol lowers the blood
sugar levels in the body and that causes dia-
betes (Hypoglycemia). Itis also likely that any
form of substance abuse will make life worse
for the diabetic. Alcohol in particular can be
dangerous for anyone trying to manage their
diabetes. According to American Diabetes
Association, most alcoholics develop pancre-
atitis and about one third of those with this con-
dition will go on to develop diabetes. Alcohol
abuse may also lead to glucose intolerance and
obesity, which are both connected to type2 dia-
betes.

Let's look at how alcohol is made;

To make alcohol, you need to put grains,
fiuits or vegetables through a process called
fermentation (when yeast or bacteria react with
the sugars in food- the by products are ethanol
and carbon dioxide).

What is fermentation?

Wine and cider are made by fermenting fruit,
while fermented cereals such as barley and rye
form the basis of beer and spirits.

A drink’s alcohol content is affected by how
long it’s left to ferment. Spirits also go through
a process called distillation —where a pro-
portion of the water is removed, leaving
a stronger concentration of alcohol and
flavour (www.drinkaware.co.uk).

Understanding how alcohol = |
affects the body

Aleohol is absorbed into the bloodstream
via small blood vessels in the walls of the
stomach and small intestines. Within min-
utes of drinking alcohol it travels from the
stomach to the brain, where it quickly pro-
duces its affects, slowing the action of nerve
cells.

Di

and

Alcohol
is also car-
ried by the
bloodstream to
the liver, which
eliminates the alco-

hol from the blood
through the process called
metabolising, where it is con-
verted to a nontoxic substance. The

liver can only metabolise a certain amount

at a time, leaving the excess circulating
throughout the body. Thus the intensity of the
effect on the effect on the body is directly relat-
ed to the amount consumed.

When the amount of alcohol in the blood
exceeds a certain level the respiratory (breath-
ing) system slows down markedly and can
cause a coma or death because oxygen no
longer reaches the brain (www. drugfree-
world.org). Anyone who has been diagnosed
with diabetes will need to be cautious around
alcohol. Some diabetics will be advised against
drinking atall, especially those who have nerve
damage, hypertension, or eye disease. The
dangers of excessive aleohol use for diabetics
include:

@ Drinking alcohol can lead to high blood
glucose levels. Drinks like beer and wine con-
tain particularly high amounts of sugar.

e A lot alcohol can cause dangerously low
blood glucose levels. This is because of inter-
ference with the liver’s ability to release stored
glucose.

@ Alcohol abuse can worsen the nerve dam-
age caused by diabetes.

@

Alcohol

can interfere with some diabetic medications
so that they are not as effective.

@ Alcohol makes some people hungry. This
causes them to eat more than they should lead-
ing to hyperglycemia.

@ Heavy drinking can worsen any eye dis-
ease caused by diabetes.

@ Diabetics should never drink on an empty
stomach or when their blood sugar levels are
low. Drinking alcohol in an empty stomach
can lead to diabetes; the alcohol lowers the
blood sugar levels.

@ Alcohol normally damages nerve cells,
even light drinking. For those diabetic patients
with nerve damage there will be an increase in
pain, numbness and burning or tingling sen-
sations.

@ For those with symptoms of eye disease,
drinking can worsen the condition, leading to
blindness.

e Levels of triglycerides (human fats) and
blood pressure increase with the consumption
of drinks, in whatever quantities. Diabetic
patients with a high level of triglycerides
should not drink at all.

Some considerations about alcohol .

@ Alcohol can metabolise to produce energy
and has dietary consequences.

@ Alcohol supports the intake of blood glu-
cose into the liver.

@ Many alcoholic drinks contain sugar, espe-
cially mixed ones.

@ The symptoms of hypoglycemia (drop in
blood sugar) and drunkenness are similar and

to mask the symptoms
of hypoglycemia.

as such alcohol is liable™

Analysis & Opinion

@ Excess
consumption
of alcohol
increases the level
of triglycerides.
@ Diabetics with
drinking habits must
remain sober enough to take
care of themselves.

There are three main ways drinking
alcohol to excess can be a factorin causing
diabetes:

1. Heavy drinking can reduce the body’s
sensitivity to insulin, which can trigger type
2 diabetes.

2. Diabetes is a common side effect of
chronic pancreatitis, which is overwhelm-
ingly caused by heavy drinking.

3. Alcohol contains a huge amount of calo-
ries — one pint of lager can be equivalent to a
slice of pizza. So drinking can also increase
your chance of becoming overweight and
your risk of developing type 2 diabetes.

Hypoglycemia can be particularly danger-
ous when you’re drinking because peoplecan
mistakenly think that you're drunk and may
not realise you need urgent medical help.
Drinking heavily can also increase the chances
of developing hypoglycemia because it pre-
vents the liver from making glucose when you
drink on an empty stomach.

The symptoms of too much alcohol and
hypoglycemia can be similar — sleepiness,
dizziness, and disorientation. You do not want
anyone to confuse hypoglycemia for drunk-
enness, because they might not give you the
proper assistance and treatment.

@ Excess alcohol can actually decrease your
blood sugar level — sometimes causing it to
drop into dangerous levels.

@ Beerand sweet wine contain carbohydrates
and may raise blood sugar.

e Alcohol stimulates your appetite, which
can cause you to overeat and may affect your
blood sugar control.

w.il IA;;S\T;OI may also affect your judgment or
I, causi
Kocs using you to make poor food
® Alcohol can interfere with the positive
effects of oral diabetes medicines or i%sulin.
® Mmay increase triglyceride levels.

® Alcohol may increase blood pressure.

@ Alcohol can cause flushing, nausea,
mcreased heart rate, and slurred speech.

FOR QUESTIONS AND MORE INFORMATION

e-mailius on: diabetesswaziland@amail.
yaz Zamail.com
CELL: 7607 1889 TEL: 2505 3487
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WRITER'S
NOTE

WITH NOKWANDA SIBANDZE

he year is coming to an end, fes-

Ttivities are in the air and there is

an all round buzz. Christmas is

said to be one of the most joyful times

of the year and this week we look into
just that.

We talk to a number of people to get
their plans for the festive season, they
share with us also what they hope 2019
will be bringing.

A number of people did say they will
be spending their time with family and
friends, which is probably the whole
point of the festive season.

Read through pages 4-5 and find out
what some of Eswatini artists and per-
sonalities had to say about the festive
season. We also talked to people on the
streets to find out their plans for the fes-
tive.

This week we take a look at Shongwe
& Khuphuka Saved Group and their
22nd album titled ‘Jehovah Uzokulwela’.
We delve into how they have come to
be by looking at their past albums and
their achievements.

After 21 years producing gospel music,
there is seemingly no intent to slow down
or tire among the group members, who
hail from the rural hamlet of the Lubombo
region styled as Shongwe and Khuphuka
Saved Group.

Now the group under the directorship
of Reverend Elias Shongwe has released
their 22nd album to date titled Jehovah
Uzokulwela.

With Christmas being less than a week
away, everyone has plans on how they
will spend their holidays. We speak to
local entertainers about their holiday’s
plans and not just them.

On Page 6, read about Sciatica and
Physiotherapy and 5 Things You Need
To Know that Google May Not Tell You.

For example, if you are experiencing
leg pain and turn to Google for sciatica
exercises, you may end up with move-
ments for the wrong diagnosis, which
could worsen the problem. This blog
post will discuss five things you need to
know regarding sciatica physiotherapy,
including the distinctly different causes
of sciatica-like pain patterns, and how
the exercises differ with each one.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas

Till next week

Enjoy!

hat a perfect way to usher
gospel music fanatics into
Christmas, and particular-
ly, fans of the famed Shongwe
and Khuphuka Saved Group!
After 21 years producing gospel music, there is
seemingly no intent to slow down or tire among
the group members, who hail from the rural
hamlet of the Lubombo region styled as Shongwe
and Khuphuka Saved Group.

Now the group under the directorship of Reverend
Elias Shongwe has released their 22 album to
date titled Jehovah Uzokulwela.

Comprising 11 tracks of a unique delivery but .

nonetheless familiar sounds and membership,
the new offering would certainly catapult Shongwe
and Khuphuka to another dimension in the gospel
music sphere.

That he has roped in the vastly gifted Sibusiso
‘Mandela’ Mamba, Tony Dlamini with the back-
ing of his son Thandwa, Shongwe and his group
are certainly on another level this time around.

Remember that ‘Mandela’ is not your average
keyboard player and sound engineer as he’s been
in this industry for close to two decades now
having begun his career with Lavundlamanti
Gospel Group in 1999.

They are assisted by an equally capable Shadrack
Ndlovu who’s worked with several South Aftican
artists as well as some local ones in refining and
polishing their craft as they worked a sweat in
the studio.

Just like any dream, it started off the size of a
pinhead as Shongwe could attest; in 1996 to be
precise after he had quit his job as a miner in
1993 and became a fulltime minister of the Word.
The first studio recording by Shongwe and
Khuphuka Saved was in 1997 with the debut
album titled ‘My Sins’ (Izono Zami).

Kicking off the soulful rendition is w/ehova
Akanaphutha, a song communicating the vital
message that in everything, one should not blame
itto God but be grateful for the life lived instead.

Title track Jehova Uzokulwela is up next. This
one urges the redeemed soul not to be deterred
or distracted in their faith as the Supreme Being
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shall fight all battles one encounters as they tread
along the way.

At the back of their mind knowing that they
are now an international brand that has performed
in big stages such as the United Kingdom,
Shongwe and Khuphuka took a different route
by including “This is the day’ as track three. No
doubt this speaks to their legions of fans across
the racial divide. It must be mentioned though

' SHONGWE AND
HUPHUKA'S

that this song also has a borius of a worship med-
ley 0}“ the same title as track 11.
dI]:gz:za Kuwe is up next with its message on
crawing nearer to the one that sustains any being
ili}':specuve of challenges and circumstances of
Perhaps, one that could i
d aps, provide a much talk-
gfc &01:}1: and heralded to follow in the popular
at catapulted Shongwe and Khuphuka
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‘SKILLS ARE CHEAP, PASSION IRIC!_ESS’_

he past we can’t change but the future

1s 1n our hands. Thabiso Dlamini,
: well-known as Umfana Webhejisa,
is proving the rags to riches story which is
still unfolding.

Growing up with just his father, who later
passed on and his grandmother, Mfana
Webhejisa found music as his escape place
from the world he lived in. At a young age,
the boy from Sihlutse knew he had talent so
he started writing and singing. He would per-
form at weddings and parties around his area
for a certain amount of money.

His life drastically changed though one
day, as while he was performing, he was spot-
ted by Banele Sithole, the owner and man-
ager to the Immortal 7.

“I had gone to do my usual performance as
usual. That fateful day though, after my per-
formance, I was called by my now manag-
er and he told me how talented he thought I
was, and how he would like to work with me
to grow and groommy talent . That day was
probably one of my best days as it was the
start of a journey [ had never anticipated,” he
stated.

From that day on, Dlamini said his life took
a turn for the better. In a period of six months,
he was able to release singles and he was also
votedas the bestnew comer atthe SWAMAS.

#2018 for me was life changing. I'had never
thought I would one day be awarded for my

‘‘‘‘‘‘

music. The love I get from people overwhelms
me as [ wasn’t expecting it”.

With support from his grandmother, chef
Bhejisa, his manager and his fans, Dlamini

s, 98 PR,
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said this was just only the beginning of his
career. He said he believed that the future is
bright and that with hard work he would go
places. (By Setsabile Nkambule)

Shongwe and Khuphuka's aibums to date:

1997 My :Sins (lzono Zam)
1998  Yeklnhlanhia :
=
iselaUmoya
2001  Hiala NathiBaba
2002  Bantu Banamuhla
2003  Umhiaba
2004  Khetha
N
‘enzenl I
Best of Shongwe and Khuphuka Saved Volume 1
2007  UzawukhonaNa?
2008 iza Ukuzikhuza
B el sdoaburn by R Shongue)
2 UL i 3
Bestof Shqngwe'and Khuphuka (Live CD/DVD
recording)

2011 Qiniselani Maghawe:
2012 Thula Amazulu Akubhekile

2013 Kungumusa kaJesu

2015  UlehovaUwmie
2016 UngagivaphJie(ngandgNe up)
2017 Siyabonga -

2018 Jehova Uzokuiwela.

to stardom status is track five Ematje Azomemeza

in this new album. )
This track speaks to the naysayers who enjoy
making a laughing stock of other characters. Just

| B
| r }t

Now the group under the
directorship of Reverend Elias

Shongwe has released their
994 album to date titled
Jehovah Uzokulwela.

Album Sales

A Jremust makesituations work-
W/ outwhen the going gets tough,
¥V V gettherate upwhen the going
rests up, get going because that's the only
way you'll be winning the race the only
time you'll win is when there is wind to
the face, when the going gets tough, the
tough gets goingand that in fact is a fact
when, the going gets tough the tough
stays intact, in tough situations the tough
keeps a straight face while the weak say
that it's a all a fake act, if you get going
your successwillbeassured and insured
like a pact, when the going gets tough
simply take offlike a jet, when the going
gets tough, get going like someone for-
getting regrets, when the going gets tough

ome of the group’s
S albums have reached
double-platinum sales
such as Inkazimulo, Lungiselela

Awards

The group has won sev-
eral awards such as
Swazi Telecom Song
of the Year (Swaziland
National Council of Arts and
Culture Awards), Best Gospel
Traditional Song (Glory
Awards), Song of the Year

Umoya, Umhlaba, Khetha,
Asimbambe and Wenzeni

Kungumusa kaJesu, Bantu
Banamuhla), while others

Emhlabeni); platinum achieved gold statuses such
(Amazulu Akubhekile,  asJehova (Amazulu) Avianile.
Awards), Appreciation and  Ungagivaphi (*Do not give
Commendation for Supporting ~ up’).
(Harvest FM Lesotho), Best Shongwe and Khuphuka
Gospel Traditional Song 1999.  Saved Group was nominat-
ed for the SABC Gospel
In2016’s Swaziland Gospel ~ Crown Awards (Best Affican
Awards, Shongwe and Gospel) and South African
Khuphuka scoopedthe Abum ~ Music  Awards (Best
of the Year award for Traditional Gospel).

don't get stuck like someone who is guilty
of getting regrets, don't ever let chal-
lenges stop you from reaching your goals,
when facing challenges become equal-
ly challenging and don't ever fold, make
sure you write your chapter and don't
let the story of your life ever close, don't
let challenges pin down your life but let
your left or your right put a pen down
to write the legend of how when the
going got tough and the tarmac gotrough
you decided you were not going to fall
back but you would make a decision that
you had had enough and that was when
you got up and feelings of renewal were
brought up.

(Swaziland Gospel Music

like in Jesus® case in Luke 19;39-40 where he
informed the Pharisees that if they rebuked the

Master of all entered
Jerusalem in triumph, the
very stones would cry out
to God.

There is also Kuya nge-
moya weNkosi on track six
that speaks fo no mortal or
ordinary being surviving
on their own minus the
power of the Lord.

Next up is Siyabonga
Jesu, a self-explanatory
track giving thanks to the
Supreme Being of all for
the wonders and myster-
ies that cannot be fathomed
or comprehended by the
human race.

A warning to brethren is
what track eight Baningi Bonkulunkulu com-
municates, as it talks about the prevalent gods

people who were shouting ‘Hosanna’ as the misleading many these days. Brethren should

By Mlindeni Gumede

be wary against being mislead by these evil spir-
its and people.

One of a resolute, obstinate and unyielding
character who would not be of any other is what
track nine Ngeke ngijike la conveys. Shongwe
and Khuphuka reiterate that after so many years
in the ministry of conveying the gospel in music,
they are not about to give up. ‘

Perhaps, the synonym of track 10 “Just around
the corner” motivates those about to throw in the
towel not to do so under any circumstances, as
breakthrpugh is nigh for them. Destiny or their
Canaan is nigh so why should they give up is
the resounding message.

Allin all, Shongwe and Khuphuka have once
again dgmonstrated their maturity in this game
of wowing the masses with this new refease
whlch is already available in music outlets coun:
m@e._Grab acopy for yourselfand voy would
attest it is a master piece with the ha'llmarks of
the compelling and convicting message

(By Njabulo Diamini) i -
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’s the festive season and everyone has plans
for the festive season. Celebrating with fam-
ily or with friends all we know is that every-
one will be on the celebratory mood. We
talked to a number of personalities and just

66 L
I'd say fes-

tive is a time
where we get to be with family
and friends. Relax afier working
hard the entire year. It’s all about
taking a break from everything
and have fun.

Not forgetting to thank God for
the gift of life.

For Christmas, I'll be at home,
Mpolonjeni with the family. Then
later on at Solani’s Shisanyama

for the
Christmas
show. For
crossover I’m at
Solani’s making sure our
patrons enjoy good music.

Like every other year it had its
ups and downs. Overall, it was
awesome. Taking the music out-
side the country has been awe-
some. Representing the kingdom
always feels good.

I can’treally say what they should
expect. But there’s more to come
from me to them.”"

‘ ‘ "Il be home with my family and
Ifor cross-over I’ll be with my
grandmother, who makes the
crossover to a new year a memorable one

no matter what
It was amazing, I leamnt a lot and well I spent

random people in the streets to ask how they will
spend their festive season. We also asked them what
they expect in 2019 and this is what they had to say;

| Ballerina - Velile Dube

Nicole Dludiu

Rapper - Charles Hugo

‘ ‘ 018 has been a spirit breaking,
thought provoking, and oppor-

tunistic year, but through ail the
turmoil and good times, am just happy am
still standing and back in the music game,
All my careers are flourishing (Soccer,
Music, Education) some people were hit
hard by 2018 but through God’s grace, I
can’t say the same about me.”

most of it with my princess which makes
it more amazing.

Nothing but fire, more shows coming for
the new year and more activities that will
be focusing on albinism, the girl child and
the youth at large.

‘ ‘ Festive season, as cliché as this
may sound, is a time where
one gets to spend valuable

time with friends and family. We are so

busy during the year, we never get to relax
and spend time with loved ones, so festive
gives us that opportunity.

Christmas, I’ll be travelling to SA to visit

§ my sister, [ have not made plans

i forNew Year’s yet. It’s always

better to be spontaneous, but I

4 will probably be in church; I have

in church.
2018 has been absolute-
ly amazing! T love how

Nondumiso Nhieko

oliday season for me means

time for family and rest. I'll be

ome with my husband and get

to spend time with my grandmom, par-
ents, in-laws and two baby girls.

2018 was a good year, yes I did com-

plain a few bad times, but overall, Il

always celebrate 2018. This was my

year. I gota new title - Mrs Nhlengethwa

And 2019 1 have a good surprise for

everyone.”

‘ ‘ estive season: is a season of cele-
Fbration of what you have achieved
since the beginning of the vear
until the end, it’s a moment whereby you look
back at the struggles you have overcome and
rejoice over your victories. It's also a time of
planning for the upcoming New Year,
I'will be spending my Christmas at home with
my parents and siblings. We will surely be
praying and having ourmeals. On New Year's
Eve I will be church, I will be thanking God

busi

' has grown. [
enjoy teaching the children so every time spent
with them has been so worthwhile. T am also
looking forward to 2019, welcoming other
children because it gives me such fulfilment.”

for taking me through the year 2018, forall
the struggles and aj] the wins.” There is a lot
peaple sh.ould expect fromme in 2019. First
ofall Wl-” be Starting with the *help a gradu-
ate get a job’ Programme which commences
gn gcsbruar} ' 22, 2019. Then itwill be followed

Y fashion forwargd 2nd edition which will take
plgce on Jux_le 28 2019. Last but not least there
will also be ‘unleagheq talent show” which will

also be a show ro e
August 4, 2019”P gramme; 1t will start on




Winile Marwinnie’' Mavuso
“ For me the festive season is
about family, food and tradi-
tion. The things we do with
my family are what keep the tradition
alive.
For Christmas this year, I will treat myself
and my family to a lunch at Royal Villas.
We will enjoy a five course meal there.
2018 was good and bad. I wouldn’t say
that it was my year, but I have so many
things I'm grateful for, like graduating with
anassociate degree in Events Management
at Limkokwing University. [also started
anonline boutique called @scarlet sage97.
It’s doing very well, so I'm humbled. I
also celebrated my 21st birthday party plus
graduation party at Sibane hotel. So there
were a lot of good than bad.
InMarch 2019, I'll be launching my online
boutique @scarlet-sage97 just to name a
few. My fans have also asked that I bring
back Miss Teen Manzini so I'm still decid-
ing. But [ always listening to my fans, so
will see. I will end there because [ don’t
want to reveal too
much.”

“ he time around Christmas
where we should be with our

families celebrating the birth

of King Jesus Christ. More than holidays
it’s a reminder of the Lord being born into
flesh to save us. I'll be with my family in
Johannesburg as this is our vacation time.
2018 was a year of grace for me. The Lord
has remembered me. The foous is on the
Joyous DVD coming out with the song

Njengendluzela.”

4
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Faith Mahlalela
‘ ‘ will be spending Christmas
with my friends, we usu-
ally just chill in the house

evr year and this year is not going to
be any different. We do not go out
often because it is usually not safe
during the festive season so we pre-
fer staying indoors,”

SR e B RS LS il

Keketsd qumélo

‘ ‘ Iwill be spending my entire fes-
tive season with my family and
friends, which is nothing out

of the ordinary because I do that every

year. I really hope 2019 is coming with
good things only.”

Senzo Zwane and Thembinkosi Dlamini |

‘ ‘ e are always in church
on Christmas Day, so
this year we are going

to spend our day with congregants and

family. We hope 2019 brings nothing
but prosperity and success in every-
thing that we do,”

Sakhile Simelane

‘ ‘ ime with family is all what I

am for this festive season, [

want to make sure I spend time

with my family and friends throughout the

season. In 2019 I want to get married and
hopefully get a better job.”

Makhosi Simelane

and enjoy but as I am a nurse, I will probably be working
but I will attend church after work. In 2019 I really hope I

‘ ‘ Iusually spend Christmas with my family, we go to church
get married and I do want a big wedding, hehe”

/ 5
4 ‘ ‘ In'xf"le tg
reflect

" and celebrate the suc-
B oqqcs of the year, whether

big or small.. : .
[°11 definitely be with my family for Christmas.
[ have family coming in from outside Eswatm
so it should be fun. I think we’ll go out for

Christmas.
[t was definitely a year of growth. I feel that

[ was able to connect more with my fans
and supporters this year, which [ am very
happy about. We dropped some great music
and created some amazing platforms.
Definitely more music and much more con-
tent, album is coming next year, so ’'m very
excited about that. Thank you to everyone
who supports Tendaness, listens to the music
and comes to the shows. I am extremely
grateful for the love. 2019 will be very excit-
ing for #TeamTendaness”

e e
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Black Coffee & David
Guetta
- Drive

[Verse 1: Delilah Montagu]
I can’t go fast enough
To break free from the bond of your
love
And I ain’t been strong enough
To let go and let gone
I can’t see clear enough
To look past the dust you left behind
And I can’t get high enough
To forget why I ery (I cry, I cry)

[Chorus: Delilah Montagu]
So I'll drive
Ten thousand miles into the dead of
4 night
Till I run out of love for you, baby
Till I've got no more love for you,
baby
Oh, I'll drive
Ten thousand miles into the endless
sy
Till I run out of love for you, baby
Till 've got no more love for you,
baby

[Post-Chorus: Delilah Montagu]
I will drive all night
I will drive all night
Leave it all behind
1 will drive all night

[Verse 2: Delilah Montagu]
I paint a silhouette (I paint a silhou-
ette)
In the shadow of every headlight
I turn up my radio (I turn up my
radio)

ButI can’t turn off my mind
Somehow you get to me (somehow
you get to me)

It don’t matter the distance I'go
Our love is dead to me (dead to me)
But I believe in ghosts

[Chorus: Delilah Montagu]
So I'll drive
Ten thousand miles into the dead of
night
Till T run out of love for you, baby
Till 've got no more love for you,
baby
Oh I'll drive
Ten thousand miles into the endless
sky
Till I run out of love for you, baby
Till 've got no more love for you,
baby

[Post-Chorus: Delilah Montagu]
I will drive all night, I will drive all
night
Leave it all behind, T will drive all
night
I'will drive all night, I will drive all
night
Leave it all behind, I will drive all
night
T will drive all night
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Heords Physiotherapy &
Mliicﬁmﬁrﬁ:

Ted: +268 2404 3416/5474
Your local physiotherapist

s a physiotherapist, it is a common occur-
Arcnce for someone to walk into My office

claiming they have sciatica. somehow
‘sciatica’, the medical term for leg pain generat-
ed by the sciatic nerve, has become the umbrella
term for all pain that is generated in the back or
the hips and travels down the leg.

However, this is not always the case. Various
body structures or tissues can cause pain to refer
down the leg, and they all require different treat-
ment. That’s why it is critical to identify the appro-
priate term for your leg pain before assuming it
1s sciatica.

For example, if you are experiencing leg pain
and turn to Google for sciatica exercises, you may
end up with movements for the wrong diagnosis,
which could worsen the problem. This blog post
will discuss five things youneed to know regard-
ing sciatica physiotherapy, including the distinctly
different causes of sciatica-like pain patterns, and
how the exercises differ with each one.

Sciatica is the medical term for pain travelling
down the line of the sciatic nerve that originates
in your buttocks and muns down the back of the
leg.

With real sciatica, pain is very intense, and can
include: numbness, tingling, pins and needles,
weakness, loss of sensation, or any combination
of these symptoms.

Treatment for sciatica depends on what is caus-
ing the nerve irritation. Typically, nerves get com-
pressed and irritated secondary to such conditions
as: joint injury or degeneration, inflammation,
muscle tension, or disc herniations.

Treatment for these pathologies differ, and will
be further altered with associated nerve irritation.
If you have nerve irritation of any kind, it is best
to consult a knowledgeable physiotherapist to get
the best combination of manual therapy and exer-
cise to resolve the issue.

Here is one common exercise for nerve irrita-

tion called nerve flossing:

Lie on your back and bring the knee of your
affected side to 90 degrees.

Hold your foot flexed while you bend and straight-
en your knee as much as possible without caus-
ing pain or other symptoms.

Do 15 reps slowly and smoothly with no holds.
Repeat 2-5 times per day. :

Note: This exercise is meant to be done pain
free. Ifit causes the pain or numbness in your leg
to be or exaggerated, stop the exercise and dis-
cuss it with your physiotherapist.

Facet joints

Facet joints are small joints where

two vertebrae meet. In your
lower back, these are called
lumbar facet join‘ts. These
joints can become injured

in a number of ways,
often from forced com-  §
pression or too much O

load, which jams the

joint surfaces together. When Jumbar

.
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Five things you need to know that Google may not tell you

Al skeletal muscles in the
body can experience pain
caused by trigger points.
Trigger points are hyper-irrita-
ble muscle fibers that have a
problem with their neuromus-
cular system (the neuromuscu-
lar system is basically the
connections between your
brain, nerves, and muscles to
create movement).

facet joints get irritated they can refer pain into
the buttocks, hips, and occasionally down the legs.

These injuries usually have a directional pref-
erence for exercises and relieving positions. In
this case, it is flexion-based or ‘joint-opening’
exercises. You can find relief by using flexion-
based positions or movements to take the pres-
sure off the irritated joint surfaces.

Here is one example of a gentle flexion based
exercise:

Lie on your back and bring both knees to your
chest.

Hold 30 to 60 seconds. Repeat 2 -5 times per
day.

Note: This exercise should always relieve symp-
toms, never exacerbate them. If you find this exer-
cise is making your pain or symptoms worse you
may have a wrong or incomplete diagnosis. Stop
the exercise and consult your physiotherapist.

Sacroiliac Joints (SL))

The SIJ are a pair of joints that are part of your
pelvic ring. The pain patterns associated with tk{is
joint are most commonly the low back and pelvis,
but can refer all the way down your leg and into

your foot. '
Treatment for this joint commonly involves

mobilising the joint to x

get it moving, and
core exercises to
stabilize it.

One exercise
to mobilize the

SIJ goes
like a

ey

this:

Place the foot of your affected side on a chair.

Rock your hips forward and back into a lunge
while keeping your body upright.

Repeat this 15-20 times as a slow, rhythmical
movement.

Note: This exercise should be done every
hour or two to keep the joint moving. Do
not perform this exercise through pain. It
should be relieving or neutral, but not
irritate your symptoms.

If the SIJ is inflamed it can be very
tricky to find the right combination
of treatments to settle it down, Once
again it is best to consult a physio-
therapist. ‘

Muscles g

All skeletal muscles in the body |
can experience pain caused by trig- |
ger points. Trigger points are hyper- |
irritable muscle fibers that have a prob- \\
lem with their neuromuscular system
(the neuromuscular system is basically
the connections between your brain, nerves, \
and muscles to create movement). \

Trigger points commonly have referral pat-
terns associated with them. As you might have
already guessed, the muscles of the low back and
hips commonly refer pain into your bum, down
the back or side of your leg, and potentially all the
way to the foot.

It often surprises people to learn that their leg
pain is caused by muscle irritation because they
don’t realize a muscle injury can be so debilitat-
ing. If you have muscle trigger point pain, you
will benefit from rolling, Myofascial release and/or
trigger point therapy.

Here is how to roll your glute muscles:

Sit on the floor with your knees bent and your
affected side on a small sports ball (tennis ball or
lacross ball will do).

Find a sore spot and stay stationary on it for 15-
20 seconds. Move only slightly and repeat.

Do this for 1-5 minutes every
day or every second day.

£ Note: Make sure not to
oy | over-roll a trigger point. There
, is a differcnce between rolling

a trigger point and rolling an
inflamed muscle. The former

feels more like an intense “‘good”
pain that provides relief when
finished.
The latter feels more like you are
pressing on a bruise, which can cause further
irritation. If you feel you have over-rolled a
muscle, take a few days off rolling and con-
sultyour physiotherapist to review rolling
technique and revisit your diagnosis.

Intervertebral discs are the donut
looking structures that are squished
between vertebrae to make up your
spinal column. Injuries to these struc-
tures involve tearing, bulging or ruptures

L o 3

to the outer
fibers of
the

N

disc.
These
injuries can
result in pain down
one or both legs. Disc injuries
also tend to have a directional preference, but in
this case the direction is extension.

You can use this preference to treat the disc and
alleviate symptoms.

Lie on your stomach, keeping your back relaxed
and do a mini push-up with just your arms.

Hold for 1-2 seconds, and repeat 10 times every
few hours.

Note: Do not push through pain. This exercise
should always be relieving, If you are experienc-
ing pain while doing this exercise, stop and con-
sult your physiotherapist before continuing,

You can’t rely on Google for fixing Sciatica
pain

It takes quite a bit of knowledge and clinical
experience to differentiate between causes of leg
pain, and prescribe the correct treatment. The exer-
cises given for one person with leg pain referral
might be the exact opposite for another, despite
there being a similar pain pattern, Choosing the
wrong treatment for leg pain can not only wors-
en your pain, but prolong the agony. So don’t rely
on Google to tell you how to resolve your sciati-
ca pain. Consult your local physiotherapist to help
you decide which course of treatment is right for
you.

CNB: flrfjﬂdnpfed Sfrom Amy Fahlan for
anadian Academy of Manipulative Physi )
e ipulative Physiotherapy,
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POETRY CORNER
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WHATILOVE ABOUT YOU

The sparkle in your eye,
The warmth of your skin, Makes everything feel fine.

Your breath on my neck The compassion in your touch,

That shakes me within. The power in your face,
| The beating of your heart,
The touch of your hand, 1 That we may never end our
The smell of your hair, embrace.
The naughtiness in your smile,
That strength in your stare. The beauty of your kiss,

And that magic in your touch.

Your kiss on my lips, It is for all these reasons and
Your body near mine, more
The stroke of your touch, Why I love you so much...

Baby Blues

SOAPIE WATCH | SOAPIE WATCH | SOAPIE WATCH | SOAPIE WATCH

Monday 31 December
fter Jabu and Iris share a heated moment, neither
A of them are in the mood for the New Year's cele-
rations.

Tuesday 1 January
twenhle helps charm Dabula's VIP guests on New
N Year's day — much to Ngwebedla's distress. The
Ngwenya family's New Year's Day is spoiled by
Jerry's problems with the UTA Squad.

L

\

Wednesday 2 January
abula and Niwenhle's charm appears to have paid
D off, but Ngwebedla s feeling side-lined. Judas works
out a way to use Jerry's dispute with the UTA as
leverage.

Thursday 3 January
sing what happened to Jerry, Judas makes his move
against Sibongile and Shadrack.

Friday 4 January

he Zungus arrive in style at the Mkhizes. Cebisile
Tcan‘t help but natice Fezile. Mpiyakhe faces Sibongle's

drunk aunt. Qaphela gives the squad guys a taste of
their own medicine.

Sy

ﬁsum’ngo}

Monday 31 December
stranger at the New Year's eve party seems more
dangerous than she looks. Sibiya is taught a painful
lesson about flaunting money and Wendy and Hendrik
do something forbidden.

Tuesday 1 January
ill Wendy and Hendrik be able to face each other
moving forward? Kgothalo and Lefa continue hav-
ing their fun but will it last, will one of them catch

feelings. Sibiya discovers that his money is gone from his
account.

~

Wednesday 2 January
echaba's life is turned upside down by a newspaper
headline. Lefa proves to be a lot more than Kgothalo
can handle.

Thursday 3 January .
hindile gets a call from Gabriel who keeps pushing
Pio oust Sechaba by giving him all the rope he needs
to hang himsetf. Hendrik and Wendy find it extreme-
ly difficult being around one another and the unsuspecting
Lalage.

Friday 4 January
echaba is shocked when his lies catch up with him
on national television. Lalage's world crumbles when
she leams the truth about her sister and husband.

Monday 31 December
zwindini learns that his arch enemy is housing his
Achiid. Moliehi does a grand gesture of peace for
Gugu. Lucky and Thobile say their goodbyes.

Tuesday 1 January
zwindini makes a shocking announcement. Vhutshilo
has harsh words for Susan. Moliehi has turned the
tables on Gugu.

Wednesday 2 January
eboho and Mulalo finally make up. Moliehi badmouths
Tthe Zikalalas to Gugu. Mpho shocks the Vhakwevho
women.

Thursday 3 January
zwindiniis not happy to see Vhutshilo. Gugu declares
war against Moliehi. Shaz moves into.the Royal
house.

Friday 4 January
usan breaks a fight between Vhutshilo and Mulondo.
SSundani takes her interestin Tenda up a notch. Shaz
unwittingly causes a stir at the Royal house.

CHECKE TUS OUT. TS A CORDLESS
TISHMm/LEDE BAOWER WM
BUILT- (N -1 !
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Monday 31 December
Zi's worst fears turn to reality when the man he hit
M reappears. Sabelo invites Gadifele to stay -and it's
all part of his plan. Jafta and Mkhushulwa finally
meet.

Tuesday 1 January
Zi feels the noose tightening around his neck. Sabelo
M tries to get Kop to stick to the plan. Jafta realises
that his suspicions about his brother were right.

™

Wednesday 2 January
avid is relishing playing Mzi against Suffo. Kop is
Douiraged when he sees Jamaica giving Gadifele
money. The plot thickens with Mkhushulwa.

Thursday 3 January
avid buys time for Mzi, but Mzi furs to Suffo for help.
D Kop tries to get Mapula to break the law. Mkhushulwa
tries to reconnect with his family.

Friday 4 January
ziwonders whether to follow Suffo or David's advice.
M Fats has to find new staff. Mapula gets her Matric
results.

IMME TWO OF ‘EM/ I'LL
¢ ONE FOR MY BOSS, TGO
P 9

A

THERE WS A
UNIVERSE

.WHATIF
PARALLEL-

SCANDAL!

Monday 31 December
oniswa hears something she was not supposed to
Bhear. Stokkies gets his hopes up when he and his
new love interest make a pact. Gloria sets the stage
to show off to her ex.

Tuesday 1 January
oniswa's desire for the truth pushes her to cross
Bmorai lines. Stokkies maps out his ramantic plan.
Gloria announces Kgosi's plans for the future to his

chagrin.

Wednesday 2 January
desperate mother forces another woman o become
Aherally in the quest to prove her daughter is being
betrayed. Alove struck man assumes that the object
of his love feels the same as he does. Gontse wants the
truth about all that her family has been up to in her absence.

Thursday 3 January
oniswa's determination to get to the truth raises ques-
Btions about her state of mind. Stokkies' big roman-
tic gesture is not received in quite the way he had
hoped. The Legae household is on the verge of falling
apart with the imminent departure of two members.

Friday 4 January
mother throws caution to the wind and makes a
Acrushing revelation in spite of two very pointed warn-
ings. Phindile's best intentions are foiled by a young
man's biggest gesture yet.

S
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LECHWELIGHT HIGH
SCHOOL PROM

echwehght High School pupils ended their high school

ona high with a classy prom night held at Happy Valley
Hotel

STUNNING: This couple looked stunning in their out-
fits. (Courtesy pICS)

GIRLS: These two beautiful ladies

went fo long body-hugging dresses. 354 UTIFUL: These PUP.'Is went for orange and pmk
resses.

QUEENS: Loking beautiful in
their outfits, these girls went for
an orange and orange dress.

COOL: This couple looked spectacular on the night.

‘
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With: Thulani Lushaba

Given the growing amount of
work that needs to be done in
the area of CWD, Zwane has
registered a non-governmental
organisation that focuses on
helping families identify any
form of disabilities on children
at an early stage and assist
with providing care with the
hope of correcting it.

»
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identifi cation

- and intervention stories

...Thanks to the training, | responded to my calling

fter attending a training on Children

With Disabilities (CWD) on invitation

by a friend two years ago, Deliswa
Zwane decided to dedicate her life to helping
CWD.

Previously a pre-school teacher, Zwane
joined participants at a workshop, which the
Swaziland Network Campaign for Education
for All (SWANCEFA) facilitated when she
decided to respond to her calling.

“The training motivated me to follow my pas-
sion of helping children with disabilities,” she
said.

SWANCEFA facilitated workshops where
stakeholders discussed Early Identification and
Intervention (EII) among CWD in the process
of producing a strategy.

The organisation is promoting Goal 4 of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the
United Nations - Access to Education for AlL
The 2005 Constitution of Eswatini guarantees
all citizens equal rights and opportunities. As
a result, in 2009 the government introduced
the Free Primary Education Programme, which
allowed many whose parents could not afford
fees to attend school. However, CWD contin-
ues to face challenges at school because of a
lack of adequate facilities, tools and trained

staff to help them get an education.

From the training, Zwane learnt about activ-
ities that could help identify children with dis-
abilities and different ways of teaching that
caters to special needs.

As a result, she started teaching three CWD
and applied the knowledge from the training
where she learnt that education is not only
about the curriculum but there are special skills
and tools that one can use.

“It could mean exposure,” she said.
“Remember, these children are often hidden,
they hardly leave home and they are not
exposed to different experiences.” )

She hires a taxi and takes them for excursions
to the park, malls and library. She said they
enjoy spending time at the library because the
children love books. In the process, Zwane also
educates other peaple on how to interact and
treat CWD in all the public spaces where she
takes the children. : -

“AT the library’ '[hey knDW that, Iflcome “{“jh
the children, there’s going to be noise and it’s
something the staff understands because 1did
talk to them about the condition of the chil-

dren,” she explained. She has collaborated with
a musician to teach the children music.

Among the children, she is working with is
a seven-year-old girl who had crossed eyes and
was drooling. She also did not speak.

“Now her eyes have been corrected, she talks,
plays with other children and has a sense of
reasoning,” Zwane proudly disclosed. “The
training helped me realise what we mean by
early identification and intervention. It means
there is a big chance that the disability could
be corrected if it is identified early in the child’s
development.”

The girl is ready to start her first grade next
year but Zwane is not sure if the school envi-
ronment would be conducive to cater for her
special needs so that she does not fall through
the cracks and relapses.

She is also helping a 32-year-old with a men-
tal capacity of a four-year-old to learn to feed
herself and use the bathroom on her own.

“I’m facing a challenge with the older one
because she is now used to certain habits but

I’m trying my best,” she said.

She also takes care of a five-year-old CWD
with deformed limbs who was living in a she-
been with his grandmother. After studying the
situation, Zwane decided to take the child to
her place where he spends five days a week.

“I bake scones and sell to get money to buy
disposable nappies and other essentials for the
child,” she said.

Given the growing amount of work that needs
to be done in the area of CWD, Zwane has reg-
istered a non-governmental organisation that
focuses on helping families identify any form
of disabilities on children at an early stage and
assist with providing care with the hope of cor-
recting it. This NGO, called Sanakwa Inclusion
Care Centre, is based at Fairview in Manzini
and it will provide alternative education for the
children. :

“I do believe in the mainstreaming of the chil-
dren with disabilities just like the seven-year-
old I was helping at the pre-school who is going
to school next year. However, I believe she
needs to follow a certain programme to help
her learn better because her needs are differ-

ent from those of the other children,” she said.

Zwane added that integration is very impor-
tant because it helps to educate other children
about CWD and that they can associate with
them without any problem.

She is already getting support for her work
from a caregiver, Nelisiwe Langa, who vol-
unteered to assist her by looking after the five-
year-old who is living with his grandmother.

“We also have bedridden children who also
need to be assisted. I have come across some
children whose mothers are selling fruits and
vegetables at the Manzini Bus Rank, they also
asked me to assist them.”

Through Sanakwa, Zwane is determined to
collect data on how many CWD the country
has and the kind of needs they have. With this
data, she hopes to help organisations like
SWANCEFA and the National Disability Unit
atthe Deputy Prime Minister’s Office to come
up with interventions informed by the data.
The centre will also provide education and
caregiving to the children.
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ECONOMICS TODAY
WITH: George Choongwa

your business. Some people do not

! Talent can mean everything to you and
!

need to go to school in order to be good
business owners, but their God given talents
have seen them become multi-millionaires just
over night.

Nevertheless, before getting further on this
subject, lets define what talent is for us to be
on the same page. The Webster dictionary
defines talent as a “special ability for doing
something”.

A talent is something that you can easily do
well without any challenge. Hence it becomes
a special ability since you can do it with min-
imum effort.

Hence, coming to business with talent, we
can say, the two can go hand in hand. One can’t
be a good business person without talent and
vice versa. The main point I am driving to is
that most successful business people are those
who applied their bestin it. Think of the famous
chicken franchise KFC, the original owner, that
old man who is also the image of the compa-
ny was a gifted cook and he loved cooking
chicken. That’s all he knew best in his life.
Today, ‘“Mr. KFC’ and his company are win-

However, it is must start within you by defin-
ing what exactly the kind of person you are.
‘What abilities do you have that can be trans-
formed in making money through business?

Once these key questions were addressed,
then it would become easy for one to achieve
the highest level of competitiveness in busi-
ness.

One of the biggest mistakes people make in
business is that they go in with a sole purpose
of making money and that’s all and as
soon as they realised how challeng-
ing is, they fall off the beacon of

hope.

There is a difference
between having passion for
doing business and having
the actual talent. The dif-
ference is that most-
Iy people who do
business out
of pas-
sion

Analysis & Opinion

Talent management

in business
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soon wish to change and try other things
because passion was an emotion that would
come and go depending on the prevailing sit-
uations.

On the other hand, those who have inner
abilities operate the business with maximum
simplicity.

In this manner, it is important to do any of the
two things if you wants your business to sur-
vive: one either brings in other skilled and tal-
ented people to run the business, or if you are
talented, then you would just bring in people

with passion as to give you the direction about -

have made is the issue of selfishness and poor
skills for talent

man-

Tl
ment.

This is because
most business people
wish to do everything by

themselves.
Instead of bringing the
right people with the right
skills to do the job for the
business to become competi-
tive, most business owners pre-
fer ‘empty heads’ who will be con-
trolled like robots.
These kinds of workers were not necessary

-

&r%laﬂenging is, they fall

One of the higgest mis-
takes people make in
business is that they go
in with a sole purpose
of making money and
that;i'a]l and as soon

ey realised how

ff the beacon of hope.

assets of the business, but liabilities because in
your absence, such kinds of workforce will not
be able to make soundly decisions that will
benefit the firm in any way but wait for you to
make decisions for them.

However, if you hire talented people, they
would easily do the jobs even without think-
ing from the owner, but will simply execute
their respective duties and the business booms,

The costs of hiring less talented workers are
that they soon become expensive to the busi-
ness both in the short and long term basis,

The understanding is that mostly less talent-
ed employees do not aim at perfection; they

soon become logical in doing things according
to routine and eventually get bored. They usu-
ally don’t become competitive as compared to
the talented ones.

Hence the entire value of the business’s cre-
ativity would have suffer at a high level.
Remember that without creativity and innova-
tion, it will become a challenge due to high
industrial or sectorial competitiveness.

Remember that without people, nothing can
move fast in this world. Therefore, in as much
as you can hire the right people for the right
job, it is also important thinking of owning
them completely, they become part of the busi-
ness family.

Always remember that the sooner one knows
whether one is an asset or not, it is relevant to
make them so. One thing that you know about
being the owner of the business is that you are
simply a founder and then; as a manger, will
work to the level of delegation and eventually
ownership of a grown and well successful
firms, but this starts and ends with having the
right people in the right positions of your busi-

© NEess.

Give them shares so that they can own the
affairs of the business by putting in their best.
In this context, both the business benefits by
having the best team and the individuals ben-
efit by having a source of income and an invest-
ment.

You need to know that some people are high-
ly talented but do not have the means of start-
ing a business and vice versa, others are well
positioned with financial resources and con-
nections, but flop because they lacked the right
skill for doing the job right.

Sadly, I have seen many people holding on
to business all by themselves without letting
others to board to make the entire venture a
more sustainable and successful enterprise that
can even stand the test of time over ages and
generations. However, due to selfishness, the
dreams of successful people mainly die soon

after the hit of the first wave of business chal-
lenge,

e

Ha\fmg coln:sic?ered the relevance of talent in
a busmess', it s Imperative to stay competitive
by managing it in such a way that would bring
about what can be termed as organisational
com;;etxhven;gs. Through talent management,
t%le right decgs'lons can be passed at the right
o et
A age on the business’ pro-
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| LIVE SMART, BE ACTIVE, EAT
WISELY

Ministry of Agriculture Home
Economics Section

when family and friends gather to cel-
L. cbrate the occasion through good and
healthy food.

For most families it’s a time for feasting with-
outeven considering the food choices.

Meal planning is one of the easiest things you
can do to set you up for healthy eating. It is
mportant to make all your eating decisions at
onee, in a calm, focused manner.

Meal planning is one aspect to always con-
sider when planning your Christmas menu
because it can help change the way you eat and
change your food buying habits. Whenplanning
your meal, it is always important to incorpo-
rate the food preferences of your guests con-
sidering their medical conditions as well. It is
important to select foods and beverages with
less saturated fat, sodium and added sugars.
The saturated fat, sodium and added sugars

found in foods and beverages are important for
vou to think about as you build your healthy
eating style this festive season.

For generations, Christmas time is a time

Itis wise to plan a nufritious menu which will
have foods from the different foods groups
such as: cereals, roots and tubers, meat,
legumes, leafy vegetables, non-leafy vegeta-
bles and fiuit.

Include fruit such as paw-paw or pineapple
which assist in the digestion of protein. Fats
and sugars should be used sparingly even on
Christrnas.

Be realistic when planning your menu bear-
ing in mind your budget, cooking skills (or lack
of them), the size of your kitchen and oven.
Whatever way you organize yourself to cook
a meal, whether its breakfast, lunch and din-
ner, that is still considered as meal planning.
Before shopping, it is

Meal planning for

the festive season

importantto plan your meals properly to avoid
unnecessary stress that could have been avoid-
ed. For example you may consider purchasing
ready-made food e.g a Christmas cake if you
do not have an oven to bake your own.

Consider the time you will have for prepara-
tion beforehand and how much help you can
count own. There is nothing as frustrating as
not being able to finish cooking all the dishes
you had planned on your menu. Avoid gourmet
recipes with expensive ingredients, stick to
simple recipes with readily available ingredi-
ents.

Involve your family members as well in plan-
ning your meals. Advise all family members
that this year will be a family affair, everyone
will be given a task to perform. This will enable
you to relax at the end of the day and enjoy
Christmas.

Traditionally, menus can consist of quite a
number of different courses. Today, most fam-
ilies settle for a three-course menu which
would have a starter, main course and dessert.

Meals that sparide

Add a sparkle to your meal by designing a
menu that will have a variety of colour,
flavours, textures and temperature. Choose
dishes whose colours will complement each
other, avoid choosing foods of the same colour.
Plain colored foods can be garnished with fresh
herbs, cherry tomatoes, peppers or carrots.

Vary the sizes and shapes of the foods you
serve. Leave some foods whole and serve oth-
ers sliced, cubed, mashed or cut in strips.

Provide a combination of mild and not so
mild flavors. Delicious side dishes are the key
to a delicious meal. The right side dishes take
a boring meal and make it
extraordinary.
Use cre-
., ative
% table
' décor
and pre-
4 sentation

' to make basic
o food look more
- stylish. Find inspiration

for all things festive.

Shopping tips

. Once you have decid-
. ed on your menu, you
can make your shop-
ping list and a simple
guide to making the list
is to categorise the
ingredients e.g:
dry ingredients,
liquid ingredi-
ent, fruit and
vegetables,
' butchery,
dairy  and
» frozen, bakery
and serving and

cleaning material. Under each category, list the
foods you intend buying. The categorised list
will guide you as you move along the super-
market aisles and you won’t miss anything.
Keeping a list of family favorites that are bud-
get friendly makes meal planning so much eas-
1€T.

Take advantage of specials advertised in the
radio and newspaper, you get to save a lot
through such specials. Shop now, as you see
specials of basic ingredients you will definite-
ly need.

Beat the long till queues by shopping early,
it will also save you the trouble of finding
empty shelves which often happens in most
supermarkets a few days before Christmas.

Use a calculator to add up your totals as you
shop to avoid unnecessary delays at the till
when you exceed your budget and have to
return groceries. Maintaining a grocery bud-
get isn’t as hard as some people make it out to
be.

Where applicable, take your budget in cash
50 you don’t overspend. There is a growing
tendency to overspend when swiping your
card, its like you “always have credit” in your
account.

Stick to your shopping list to avoid purchas-
ing unnecessary items.

Carefully read the food labels to avoid pur-
chasing expired food and also to make an
informed choice on the nutritional content of
certain foods.

Purchase seasonal fresh fruit and vegetables
to get the most of their nutritive value or if you
have a backyard garden, enjoy home-grown
vegetables.

Fat before you shop, to prevent the impulse
of buying un-healthy snacks.

When you get home, store all your food stuffs
appropriately.

Frozen and cold food should be stored in the
freezer or fridge, dry ingredients in the cup-
board or pantry. Use airtight containers to store
food, to extend its shelf life.

Proper meal planning can help save you a lot
of time and money this festive season, plan
wisely.
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PET OBSERVER

HILLARY HAGUE

SWAZILAND ANIMAL WELFARE
SOCIETY (SAWS)
FOR VACCINATED AND STERILISED
PETS PHONE

MBABANE 2404 3446

MANZINI 2505 6231

It is cruel to expose
animals to loud noises
such as fireworks. The

noise they hear is so

terrifying that they

may go temporarily
crazy.

Commission reported three fireworks-

related deaths and 8 600 injuries treated
in hospital emergency departments, of which
40 per cent were children.

Fireworks caused a reported 15 500 fires.
Every year people die and are injured and
houses burn dewn just from fireworks.

But that is not the only damage they cause.
Dogand cat ears are more sensitive to higher
amplitudes of sound. Humans can hear sound
frequencies up to 20 000 Hz. dogs to about 45
000 Hz and cats to 64 000 Hz. Cats can hear
sounds at about 1.6 octaves above the range
of'a human and one octave above dogs. You

In 2010 the US Consumer Product Safety

Analysis & Opinion

Fireworks are da

are most sensifive to sounds of around 3 000
Hz (most human voices are near that pitch),
while your cat is most sensitive to sounds of
around 8 000 Hertz,

This means cats and dogs hear sounds that
we can’t hear. What you hear is not what they
hear.

Dogs hear about four times the distance of
a human with normal hearing, Cats’ ears are
uniquely designed to draw sound into the ear
canal, which enables them to hear sounds like
a mouse rustling in the brush 30 feet away.
Their reaction to loud music and excessive
noise is an instinctive act of self-protection.

Imagine wearing a hearing aid on full vol-
ume in front of a heavy metal band.

It is eruel to expose animals to loud noises
such as fireworks. The noise they hear is so
terrifying that they may go temporarily crazy.
They are often so badly affected that they run
to escape the torture and become hopelessly
lost. More dogs and cats go missing during
fireworks displays than at any other time.

Fireworks are not suitable for residential
areas for fire risk, personal injury and for the
sake of pets. In any event massed fireworks
are much more effective, so take your fire-
works to the park and make a big display with

everyone else. Leave pets safe at home in a
quiet residential area. They do not want o
watch fireworks. All that they are aware o_f is
aterrifying, insanely high-pitched noise which
their brains are not able to cope with.

Here are a few pointers to make the fire-
works season if not a happy time for your pet,
then at least less terrifying -

Secure all fences, gates and doors. Keep your
dog on a leash if you have to take it out of the
yard.

If the dog or cat is a very bad case, ask your
vet for calming medication and follow the pre-
seription precisely.

Don’t get cross with your dog or cat for
being scared, it will only make him more
frightened. _

Ignore the noises yourself and don’t try to
soothe your frightened dog. He may get the
impression that there is something to fearand
it may even reward him for being scared. He
may also think you are the only person who
can soothe the fears and then he may panic if
you are not around the next time he hears fire-
works. When he relaxes, pethim and give him
a treat such as a small dog biscuit.

If your pet is so frightened that he cannot
relax, put him in a quiet, familiar room, cur-
tains and door closed, with his own bed or at
least his blanket to burrow in. I he is to be in
the room for more than an hour, give him
water and make sure he has a toilet break
immediately before and immediately after.
Don’t forget, he is terrified and may make a
mess. It’s not his fault.

Merry Christmas to all and please look
after your pets.
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Standards Authority

Point (HACCP) is the management sys-

tem in which food safety is addressed
through the analysis and control of biological,
chemical, and physical hazards from raw mate-
rial production, procurement and handling, to
manufacturing, distribution and consumption of
the finished product.

HACCP is designed for use in all segments of
the food industry from growing, harvesting, pro-
cessing, manufacturing, distributing, and mer-
chandising to preparing food for consumption.
Prerequisite programmes (PRPs) such as cur-
rent Good Manufacturing Practices (GMPs) are
an essential foundation for the development and
implementation of successful HACCP plans.

Food safety systems based on the HACCP
principles have been successfully applied in
food processing plants, retail food stores, and
food service operations.

HACCP has been universally accepted by
government agencies, trade associations and the
food industry around the world. gl

HACCP is important because it prioritises and
controls potential hazards m food production.
By controlling major food nsl.cs, such as micro-
biological, chemical and physical contaminants,
the industry can better assure consumers that its
products are as safe as good science and tech-

ogy allows.

H(I;L;%uccessﬁﬂ implementation of a HACCP
plan, management must be strongly committed

The Hazard Analysis and Critical Control

to the HACCP concept. A firm commitment to
HACCP by top management provides employ-
ees with a sense of its importance in the pro-
duction of safe food.

The format of HACCP plans varies through-
out the world. In many cases the plans will be
product and process specific. However, some
plans may use a unit operations approach.
Generic HACCP plans can serve as useful
guides in the development of process and prod-
uct HACCP plans. However, it is essential that
the unique conditions within each facility be
considered during the development of all com-
ponents of the HACCP plan. L

To develop a HACCP plan, five preliminary
tasks need to be accomplished before the appli-
cation of the HACCP principles to a specific

product and process. The five preliminary tasks

are given below.

Developing a HACCP plan

s Assemble HACCCP team
»Describe the food and its distribution

Upon completion of these five preliminary
tasks, the seven principles of HACCP are then
applied.

HACCP is a systematic approach to the iden-
tification, evaluation, and control of food safe-
ty hazards based on the following principles;

o Principle 1: Conduct a hazard analysis

o Principle 2: Determine the critical control
Points (CCPs).

» Principle 3: Establish critical limits

o Principle 4: Establish monitoring procedures.

o Principle 5: Establish corrective actions.

o Principle 6: Establish verification procedures.

« Principle 7: Establish record-keeping and
documentation procedures.

The next step is to establish a plan that
degcﬁbeg the individuals responsible for devel-
oping, implementing and maintaining the
HACCP system. The team is then responsible
for developipg the plan and co-ordinating its
implementation. An important aspect in devel-
oping these teams is to assure that they have
appropriate training, Upon completion of the
HACCP plan, operator procedures, forms and
procedures formonitoring and corrective action
are developed. Implementation of the HACCP
system involves the continual application of the
I‘;‘:ggle?nﬂgs fﬁgoﬁji-keeping, corrective action

ures and other activiti ibed i
e H_ACCP ) tivities as described in
Maintaining an effective HACCP system

depends largely on regularly scheduled verifi-
cation activities,

o Describe the intended use and consumers of
the food

» Develop flow diagram which describes the
process

o Verify the flow chart

These guidelines will facilitate the develop-
ment and implementation of an effective
HACCP plan. While the specific application of
HACCP to manufacturing facilities is empha-
sised here, these guidelines should be applied
as appropriate to each segment of the food
industry under consideration.

Tl'le HACCP plan should be updated and
revised as needed,  SWASA has adopted
HACCP Management System Standard as a

Swaziland Nationa] Stand ;
for consultation, ard which can be used
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WITH: Dumisa Diamini

Rumour has it in the
romantic circles that a
girlfriend, fiancé, or wife
bukudvuba inyanga yonkhe
in the event you have for-
gotten their birthday or
did nothing about it.
Uyatibuta nje kutsi watalwa
nguweyini lomunitfu who
wants you to be so cog-
nisant of the day she was
born.

here is something about girls and their
I birthdays that apparently appears to
trouble the world of boys.

Societal Scales is in doubt if girls do tell
other girls about the days they were born, at
least in the same measure they sing it to boys.

Rumour has it in the romantic circles that a
girlfriend, fiancé, or wife bukudvuba inyan-
ga yonkhe in the event you have forgotten
their birthday or did nothing about it.
Uyatibuta nje kutsi watalwa nguweyini
lomunifie who wants you to be so cognisant
of the day she was born.

In a Scales of balance everyone breathing
has a birthday and such times ought to be
remembered in every calendar day, kute
lusuku lakungatalwa bantfu the globe
around.

It kills all understanding then why women
birthdays, girlfriends in particular should rock
every man’s world about the day they came
to the world.

It would seem that the girl you meet on the
street and talk to in terms of a love relation-
ship will also sing her birthday to you and fur-
ther bind you do something about it,
ningakavumelani ngalutfo.

This is quite interesting and all the boys out
there are worried about their wallets each time
a girlfriend’s birthday draws near. You can
imagine what the gentleman with two or three
girlfriends have to deal with.

These birthdays come with demands which
are first disguised as just “letting you know”,
to later requests and then demands. She will
tell you the things she wishes for on the day
and later call you to find out how much ground
you have covered.

She will want new clothes of course, very
expensive, she may demand amongst many
things to be taken out to an expensive ren-
dezvous nebangani bakhe. All in the expense
of the man she is dating nalamanye amado-
da amthandayo. When all has been listetd,
presented and demanded, she wants a Spcc[al
cake from the same boyfriend and other suit-
ors for a birthday party. )

You are lucky if she gives you a choice on
where to order or buy the cake. In their best
elements women will direct you where to buy
d the price will very unfriendly to your
and since it is your girl-
y from

one an
shallow pockets
friend’s birthday you need to shy awa

The tale of boys,
girliriends, real and
Imaginary cakes

worries concerning costs and pay like ungun-
ina wentfombi yakho.

I doubt parents undergo such a punishment
of paying so exorbitantly for birthdays for
people thay laboured to bring to the world.

The truth of the matter is that you may not
have been the only guy buying this decorat-
ed piece of flour. Some of her suitors
netingani takhe letinye, have bought cakes
too. She gets a world of them on the day which
she disguises as coming from friends and fam-
ily.

Boys and men have birthdays too. They may
not be singing, announcing and pinning them
on the billboards as their wives and girlfriends
do.

Celebrate

One would expect a woman who is much
particular about such a special day to take a
lead and show her man what a birthday treat
looks like. They don’t. Instead they become
very artistic with their cellphones when they
remember it is your birthday.

They will Google every nice message they
can lay their eyes on that does not necessari-
Iy come from their hearts and send same to
you.

Your phone will be flooded with artistic and
beautiful pictures of cakes, roses, hearts and
blown kisses. She will not even avail herself
to celebrate the day
with you. You will be
very naive to think and
hope real cakes,
kisses and
roses  are
coming
your way;
at least
not from
your
girl-
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ultimately dates a
woman is looking for-
ward to have her cake

someday. Onke amadoda
anjalo, the deal is not
real until the woman
subjects herself under
him and offers her
“Cake” and holding
nothing back from him.

.Hng man who proposes
an

friend. They will always give you imaginary
cakes, pictured roses and pictorial hearts when
they demand the real stuff in celebration of
their birthdays.
Demanding
The woman who is married to you is no dif-
ferent from her younger sisters. The teacher
husband whose wife LaKhumalo was clam-
ouring for a fortieth birthday and demanding
all her friends foes and relatives be invited suf-
fered amnesia when her husband tumed Forty-
Five. Instead she brew a storm in a form of a
quarrel warsi ufuna kubona kutsi bobani, in
his cell phone labamfisele a “happy birthday.”
Of course the chap
refused and she went
smug until the hus-
band’s birthday frenzy
went cold and normal
life was resumed in the
house. Even if your wife
spends a little on your
birthday, be sure she will
recover the money some-
how from your cof-
fers.
Or  kukhona
lagangengako,
- she wants to
< blind you from
4 her mischie-
vous ways.
Ina proper
Scale of

: ‘_ and feel it ever again!
- \ 3

Balance, women will always demand real
cakes for their birthdays from the men they
love and give imaginary pictures of cake in
the event the man’s birthday hits the calendar.

Any man who proposes and ultimately dates
a woman is looking forward to have her cake
someday. Onke amadoda anjalo, the deal is
not real until the woman subjects herselfunder
him and offers her “Cake” and holding noth-
ing back from him.

He will do anything and everything to woo
the woman until she succumbs and surrenders
the cake. Wona lama birthday lankha, your
boyfriend will throw you indumezulu to soft-
en you to give him the cake. Or it could be
that he is happy with the cake and definitely
desiring more of it.

He becomes very thoughtful with gifts and
raising money at every moment so the girl-
friend’s birthday party becomes a success.
Societal Scales can bet you a dime, some men
sponsor and host birthday parties voluntarily.

They are happy with the real “Cake” getting
from the woman or they are binding the
woman to commit to giving it out to them.
Women are aware of this and they play along
so as to inflate the man’s ego.

Here is a woman, Lonkhulumo, who had
already indicated to the gentleman that she
wanted out of the relationship. Her birthday
was around the corner. The man prepared the
best party he could and spent a fortune there-
of.

His ploy was to win her back. She profuse-
ly apologised that she was sick and would not
dare out of the house unemikhuhlane. The
“Cake” and his money eluded his ego. It
depends who gets the cake after the birthday
party, you may be sponsor and not the pre-

ferred candidate.

Or when your woman really wants your
money for her birthday and realises you are
hard to string along, she will send you a cake.

First it will be her pictures in the nude fol-
lowed by messages of how much she misses
you. Whilst the man ponders about the for-
tune of being “missed”in the middle of the
night by this woman who along was indiffer-
ent to is advances, a more explicit picture will
fill the screen of his big cell phone, Her
London Cake” taken by her in the nude.

There shall be a promise that after the birth-
day party, the chap shall have a party of the
imaginary cake just sent to his cell phone, He
will be mesmerised and certainly relent to buy
a real birthday cake for her girlfriend and
many more things.

He may have seen the first and the last of the
“London Cake” in his cell phone, yet never
to be afforded a chance to see, let alone touch

Cateh Scales, if you canat
Dumisumlangeni@gmail.com
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known or who may have been at risk of HIV
infection, or when one partner is HIV posi-
tive. Using condoms consistently and cor-
rectly will help further protect you from the
rishs of sexually transmitted infections
{5Tis) and unwanted pregnancies.

e
Call cur toil free sumber 1212 and folicsw == on social medis as shown ¢

Be safe this

Lpst

reduce the sexusl tranemission of HIV from
females to males by 60 percent. This & a
medical procedure performed by a trained
dector and nurse. Globally, VMMC is recom-
mended as a key component of MIV preven-
tion for countries. If you are not circumeised,
visit Litsemba Lethu Men's Clinic in Mustapha
o call us at 1212 to get information on a site
that performs VMMC around you. Contact us
via our Facebook page Litsemba Letfu.
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St |UIRE fone S5

e festive season... |
” : d !m‘* 1E a5 |l - = - b = e - o oy pe o K h!,h
yourself or your partner from getting infected with HIV. isa time for a ot of risky behavior as well. Be sure to practice safer sex diing this festve

3. Pre-Exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) 4. Post-Exposure prophylaxi & (PEP) :
PrEP is & way for people who do nothave HIV  Post-exposure prophylaxis is 8 medica-
umggmﬂﬁlﬁkﬂigikb tion taken after one high-risk event to i
:""“:_ infection by taking a pill every  prevent HIV infection. PEP should be i
sl you have a partner who Is HIV 0 only in emergency situations and i
’ Uﬂmlmmmmuw fipstls {
. must be started within 72 hours after a |
consider PrEP as it can work for you to keep iy A 4
the virus from establishing a permanent recent possible exposure to HIV. If you §
a HP . 2 w h]
fection. When taken consistently, PrEP has “"‘*V‘“_ ""*‘”Wm"‘_ !m !
been shewn to reduce the risk of HIV infec-  HIV, talk to your health care provider §
tion in people who are st high risk by upto  about PEP right away.,

82%. PrEP is much less effective if i€ is not
taker consistently.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year Il

lils to hesr from you. Contact us for your feedback or question.
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ot N7 Gut it
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How Rwanda beats the United States and France in gender equality

W
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The disparity continues in
almost every single area you
can imagine, from electricity
access {100 per cent for the

Nordics, 20 per cent for

Rwanda) to life expectan-
ey (as high as 83 in Sweden
compared to 65 in Rwanda).

at do Iceland, Finland, Norway,
Sweden and Rwanda have in com-
mon? Not a lot, at least at first glance.

For starters, all four Nordic countries are what
the World Bank classes as high income, while
Rwanda features on the UN list of 48 least devel-

oped nations.

The disparity continues in almost every single

area you can imagine, from electricity access (100
per cent for the Nordics, 20 per cent for Rwanda)
to life expectancy (as high as 83 in Sweden com-
pared to 65 in Rwanda).

But in spite of all these differences, there’s one

character trait they all share: they're the five glob-
4l leaders when it comes to gender equality.

Even poor nations are closing the gender gap

- >
-

First, a word on methodology. The
Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report is not a list
of the best places in the world to be a woman. Just
because Rwanda comes in at five does not mean
that women there have it better than their coun-
terparts living in France (17), the UK (20) or the
US (45), for example.

What the report instead tries to measure is how
far countries have (or have not) gone in closing
the gap between men and women across a range
of different measures. How much harder is it to
be born a girl than a boy in any one of the 144
countries included in the ranking? The advantage
of this approach is it sets a level playing field for
all countries, regardless of their current develop-
ment status, and allows us to see how even some
of the poorest places in the world are managing
to make progress towards gender equality.

The Global Gender Gap Report looks at four
areas in particular: health, education, economy
and politics. In two of these, Rwanda is head and
shoulders above many other more developed

countries.

Let’s start with the economy. At 86 per cent,
Rwanda has one of the highest rates of female
labour force participation in the world. In the US,
for example, that figure stands at 56 per cent,
and has even been declining since the turn of the
millennium. Not only are participation rates high,
but the wage gap is narrower — in Rwanda,
women earn 88 cents for every dollar men do; in
the US, it’s just 74 cents.

This high rate of female workforce participation
is in part out of necessity, and has its roots in the
country’s devastating genocide. Over two decades
ago, around 800 000 Rwandans were slaughtered
in the space of just three months. In the wake of
these horrific events, women made up between 60
per cent and 70 per cent of the surviving popula-
tion. They had little choice but to fill the roles once
occupied by men.

A similar trend played out in the US during
World War I — as men went off to war, demand
for female workers grew significantly, as did
wages. But once the war was over, things quick-
ly returned to business as usual. So what did
Rwanda do differently? It put in place policies to

help keep women in work.

Unlike in the US, for example, women in
Rwanda now benefit from three months of paid
matemity leave, making it much easier for them
to stay in the labour market once they’ve started
a family. The US is the only developed nation in
the world not to mandate paid maternity leave.

These pro-women laws might have something
to do with the second area in which Rwanda leads:
female political participation. Every year for over
a decade, Rwanda has topped the global list of
countries with the most female political parlia-
mentarians. That’s in large part thanks to quotas,
put in place following the genocide, stipulating
that women must make up 30 per cent of parlia-
mentarians. Compare this to the US, where it’s
been predicted it will take 500 years for women
to reach fair representation in politics.

Why does all this matter? Because, as
we’ve pointed out in the past, when women work
in politics, research suggests they put important
but otherwise neglected issues on the table. That
can have a significant trickle-down effect, bene-
fiting women from all walks of life.

sillalong vyto o

Rwanda is one of only five countries to have
closed at least 80 per cent of its gender gap. But
that doesn’t mean it can rest on its laurels. For one
thing, while 80 per cent is quite an achievement,
the real celebrations can start when the gap is
completely closed — something no country has
yet achieved. More importantly, though,
the Global Gender Gap Report inevitably does-
n’t capture all the issues that really matter to
women and influence their lives. In Rwanda, for
example, Human Rights Watch has lamented the
slow pace at which genocide-era rapists have been
brougl}t to justice. Violence against women s also
shockingly high. According to data released by
the country’s Gender Desk, in 2011, 93 per cent
of victims of physical and psychological abuse
were women,

Unfortunately, even in the most gender equal

countries in the world, there’s still
e ere’s still much progress



ANC GIVES #FIKILEMBALULA TIME
OFF TO SEEK LEGAL ADVICE

record. Treasury said the criminal record
arose from a payment of an admission |
of guilt fine in 2011 after he was caught |
speeding. Mogajane has vowed not to |
comment any further until he reads |
Mkhwebane’s findings. In her report, |
Mkhwebane revealed that Mogajane ini- |
tially failed to make such a disclosure |
when he applied for the position of deputy |
director-general in 2015. |
She said he also agted dishonestly in |
his Z83 application form for the posi- |
tion by failing to disclose that he had a
criminal record. |
Mkhwebane also said former finance
minister Malusi Gigaba acted improp-
erly when he appointed Mogajane to the |
position of DG despite being aware that

'OHANNESBURG - Former  January 8 birthday celebrations.
sports minister and ANCHead of ~ While Mbalula has gone silent, Treasury
Elections Fikile Mbalulahasbeen  boss Dondo Mogajane has admitted that

given time off to seek legal advice against
adamning Public Protector report on his

- controversial R680 000 family trip to
Dubai.

This was confirmed by ANC acting
Spokesperson Dakota Legoete inaradio
interview on Thursday following media
questions about Mbalula’s lack of e
promptreaction to the findings against ¥
him. Mbalula has since Wednesday,
not been contactable. Legoete said the

ANC's elections boss has been given ' ¥ .

some time to seek legal advice asthe
facts i Advocate Busisiwe Mkhwebane’s % &
report “are not the way he knows f‘ e
them”.

The ANC also said it would only
discuss the findings on
Mbalula during its
national executive
committee meeting 4
on January 6 in
KwaZulu-Natal
before its annual

tions Fikile Mbalula.

‘Stand-off in
Crime Intelligence
- factionalism,
racism’

TR RETORIA- The Head of the Police's
M General Peter Jacobs, is facing a
smn&-sﬁ‘ within his unit, which is resulting
in the freezing of operations as informer
rewards are not being paid, rent payments
forsafe houses are being withheld and funds
furepemtlons are not being released.

A six-page grievance against Jacobs has
‘been submitted to police management, authored
by the suspended chief financial officer of
Cnme Intelligence, Brigadier Tiyani Hhmgwani.

At the centre of the standoffis the criminal
case mvolvmg Hlungwani, former Crime

head Major General Pat Mokushane
mﬁ*head of technical support, Brigadier
Leonora Bamuza-Phetlhe.

InJune this year, the three appeared in the
Specialised Commercial Crimes Court in
Pmmnaon charges of corruption, fraud and

laundering. They were each released
OmbmiofR:S 000 and are due back in court
next year.
itisalleged that Bamuza-Phetihe was paid
R50000 ﬁ"om the secret serviee account for
catering at a meeting which was approved
by Mokushane. This was done after Hlungwani
allegedly approached a colonel in the secret
service fo make payment into Bamuza- -Phetlhe's
personal bank account. Ho%cvtzr, it's all;fnes
that the actual payment made to a com
fbreéten?;g serglc}g:was R5 000§.ndthar the
accused wanted the money for their own ben-
e
it.m& while out on bail on the criminal
CBﬂisgeﬂ,Pheﬂﬂe and Hiungwani were cleared
inaninternal disciplinary hearing. News 24

he was convicted for a speeding offence
seven years ago but did not disclose it to
the government when he applied for the
senior post.

On Thursday, the National Treasury

said Mogajane - its direc-
tor-general - has
noted the find-
ings of the
public
Protector
& relating to
the disclo-
! sure of his
criminal

Mogajane failed to declare his crim-
inal record.The public protec-
tor has asked President Cyril
Ramaphosa to take discipli-
nary action against Mogajane
within 30 days of her find-

M UQT SORT HIMSELF OUT: Former sports minister and ANC

Mayor vows ‘to deal decisively'
with those calling her corrupt

URBAN — eThekwini Mayor

Zandile Gumede has ramped

up her atternpis to stop “‘defam-
atory” statements being made about
her alleged involvement in corrup-
tion.

In a press statement on Thursday,
Gumede said she took “serious excep-
tion to ongoing campaigns mounted
in various media houses™ aimed at
creating an impression that she was
a “corrupt leader” and was influenc-
ing the awarding of tenders.

“To this.end, the mayor has vowed
to pursue every legal means to deal
decisively with those who are ped-
dling lies that border on defaming her
character,” said the statement.

Gumede is also the Chairperson of
the African National
Congress (ANC)
eThekwini region,
the biggest in the |
country.

In her statement,
Gumede said she
hadbeen suc-
cess-

VOWS Durban Mayor Zand:le Gumede.

ful in interdicting multi-millionaire
Durban businessman Calvin Mathibeli.

The interdict was granted at the
Durban High Court on 26 November,
although Gumede did not mention
the date in her statement.

In a story carried in the Sunday
Tribune in July, Mathibeli alleged
that he had to pay Gumede R100,000
to keep his share of a multi-million
rand contract that he was jointly award-
ed in 2015. Mathibeli alleged that
when he would not make another
donation, his contract was cancelled.

“The Durban High Court Judge
[Jerome] Mnguni granted an inter-
dict, ordering and restraining Calvin
Mathibeli from, in any manner, mak-
ing any defamatory statements relat-
ed to Mayor Zandile Gumede either
personally or through the agency of
any third party,” said the statement.

Gumede said she had no direct
involvement in “advertising, adjudi-
cation, awarding and cancelation of
tenders™.

“I'have noticed that some newspa-
pers are prejudging issues even before
they are given factual responses. I
understand that it is not the duty of
journalists to be my praise singers.
Therefore, I accept constructive crit-

icism that is backed up by facts,"

\ said Gumede.
. "However, [ will never hesi-
tate to take legal action against
information peddlers who
\ seem fo be on a campaign
aimed at tarnishing my
good name.” ~-IOL

: emlm 20|8 29

ANC Western Cape I|st
conference nullified

APE TOWN - Plagued

by allegations of corrup-

tion, the ANC Western
Cape’s list conference to nominate
MPs has been nullified by the party’s
top brass and a rerun of the con-
ference ordered by ANC Secretary
General Ace Magashule.

ANC Provincial Chairperson Khaya
Magaxa said the rerun conference
would be held on December 27.

“What happened was that some
candidates were advantaged over
others, while other candidates did
not see their names on the lists,”

Dedezane said in a letter to the ANC
provincial executive committee,
that the provincial list committee
(PLC) members had been shown
only a draft design of the ballot
paper.

“We never had an opportunity to
see the final ballot paper and before
voting no list containing the names
of candidates who were supposed
to appear on the ballot was pre-
sented to the conference.

“There were many complications
and challenges experienced after
the adoption of credentials, which

Magaxa said. leg#o a more than four-hour delay.
He blamed the elec- Printing of bal-
tions agency con- lot papers only
tracted to do the work started after the
for the ANC. “This  “\\/hat ha ppened adoption of cre-
agency has never : dentials and they
worked forthe ANC V95 that some candi- were done at the
and from the begin- dates were advan- ANC provincial
ning, therewereprob- - taged over others, office,” said

lems. I am not say- ~ while other candidates Dedezane.
ing that there were i not see their SThe  NPILE
no problems on the o o Chairperson
ANC's side, but most names on the lists. Noluthando
ik Makasi then con-

of our problems on
the day were of a technical nature.

“Of course there were factions
and groups that wanted certain peo-
ple to be elected, but I don’t think
that equates to cormuption,” Magaxa
said. There are problems too at a
national level, with the ANC’s
national list conference, due last
weekend, postponed to January. In
several provinces there have been
reports of infighting, voter manip-
ulation, and intolerance.

SA National Civic Organisation
provincial Chairperson Thando

sulted someone over the phone and
came with.the decision that was
very weird and controversial in
terms of ANC values, that both fac-
tions must be given observer sta-
tus during counting.*“The observer
status was then given on the bases
of factions. The elections agency
then took over and counting start-
ed.” Later it was discovered that
one of the PEC members, who had
left before voting, was shown as a
person who had voted, Dedezane
said. IOL

Union wants paramedics to be armed

URBAN - A union rep-

Dresenting EMmErgency

medical service providers

has stirred controversy by calling

for paramedics to carry firearms
on duty.

South African Emergency
Personnel Union (SAEPU) presi-
dent Mpho Mpogeng said the
union made the decision for emer-
gency care practitioners to carry
firearms when on duty during the
festive season because their mem-
bers have often been attacked and
robbed while responding to emer-
gencies.

“We decided to do something
about it. We've tried all the stake-
holders, and they are not interest-
ed,” Mpogeng said. He said dis-
cussions had been taking place for
three years after they said they
would no longer go out to emer-
gencies at night.

“Enough is enough. If the behav-
iour in the community does not
change, then the carrying of firearms
must continue after the festive sea-

son,” he said.

Sharaj Ambulance and Rescue
Services chief executive Rajesh
Mahabeer said paramedics had
become soft targets. On November
14, members of their staff were
robbed of their cellphones, wallets
and money in Ladysmith.

“We would like to carry guns,
especially when we are going into
the rural areas at 3am. We want to
use them as a defence mechanism,”
Mahabeer said. He said many peo-
ple died this year because para-
medics did not want to go to cer-
tain incidents without the police in
attendance. He said they had stopped
going out to cases involving vio-
lence. “Criminals know we don't
carry weapons and there are not
enough police escorts, so some-
times, we have to wait at least two
hours for the police to arrive,” he
said, KwaZulu Private Ambulance
spokesperson Colin Watson said
the carrying of firearms by para-
medics was a controversial topic.

oL
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Journalist arrested,
'violently beaten'
in DR Congo

- 7 INSHASA- A journalist was arrest-
@ edand “violently beaten’ in Democratic
_ 3 Republic of Congo on Thursday for
covering a meeting of oppesition presidential
hopeful Martin Fayulu, a media rights group

said. :
Rodrigue Ndakazieka, described as a ‘jour-

NTANANARIVO - Former president

Andry Rajoelina yesterday took an early

lead in Madagascar's election count with
aclear advantage over his rival Marc Ravalomanana,
according to partial official results.

With about one-third of polling stations count-
ed, Rajoelina had 54.85% of the vote and
Ravalomanana had 45.15% after
the head-to-head election on

nalist-technician’ witha Kwilu province radio ~ Wednesday.
station, in the west of the country, was picked Both camps have claimed
up by police as he left his editorial office on.  victory and alleged fraud, rais-

ing fears of a disputed result
and the risk of a new political
crisis in the Indian Ocean island

which has a history of coups and
unrest. Rajoelina and Ravalomanana,
both former presidents and long-
time rivals, are locked in a
duel for power after
they came a close first

Wednesday, according to the Journalist in
Danger (JED) group.

Ndakazieka was ‘forced into a vehicle’ and
driven to the home of a local deputy from the
majority party “where he was tied up and tor-
tured for many hours before being transferred
to Kinshasa in the evening,” said the JED, which
is a partner of the Reporters Without Borders
group. A Kinshasa police spokesman, con-

tacted by AFP, declined to comment but said alnd.seoond mll'.leprle-
a response would be given yesterday. Liminary election in

DR Congo's troubled journey to elect a suc- N&/ gtn};xber. uE
cessor {o President Joseph Kabila hita fresh 1'% # WITH
snag Thursday, three days before voting was Ratoclmsls et lcauci
due. as electoral supervisors ordered a week- b é] Sl e); =
long postpenement afiera fire destroyed polling heonelye

equipment. The delay marks the latest twist in
a two-year-old saga that has plunged the cen-

"I have noticed
massive fraud.

tral African country into a political crisis and There are elec-
sparked deadly clashes. Times live toral cards that
are fake,"

research, Beth-Ann Coller, said in a telephone
ing about whether the world’s emer-  interview.

gency stockpile of 300 000 Ebola vac-
cine doses is enough to control future epidemics
as the deadly disease moves out of rural forest
areas and into urban mega-cities.

Outbreak response experts at the World Health
Organisation (WHO) and at the vaccines alliance
GA V1 are already talking to the leading Ebola
vaccine manufacturer, Merck, to reassess just
how much larger global stocks need to be.

"We're actively engaged with the World Health
Organisation and with groups like GAVI, the
US government and others to try to understand
what will be an appropriate sized stockpile in
the future," Merck's head of vaccines clinical

BRAZZAVILLE - Doubts are grow-

Spreading
Supply of the Merck shot, which is currently
being used to fight a large and spreading out-
break of Ebola in eastern Democratic Republic
of Congo, is not a problem right now, accord-
ing to the WHO's deputy director-general of

Salama.

plans for how to contain it in future must change

too.
- News24

emergency preparedness and response, Peter |

But the nature of Ebola outbreaks is changing, |
he told Reuters. As the virus finds its way out |
of rural villages into populous urban settings, |

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
{

Gunmen storm
RAJOELINA LEADS |
MADAGASCAR ELECTION

Ravalomanana told AFP on Thursday at his cam-
paign headquarters in the capital Antananarivo.

"If the results follow the nules and take into account
our complaints then yes, [ agree (with the results),
but if they don't follow the democratic process,
no."

Rajoelina's upbeat campaign staff responded with
their own accusations, saying they had detected
‘fraud’ and ‘manipulation’.

"We took a big step towards victory, the ballot
boxes spoke once and for all," former minister

Hajo Andrianainarivelo told AFP. "If they say
they have found fraud, I urge them to use the
remedies provided by law."

The two candidates were both banned from
running in the 2013 election as part of an agree-
ment to end recurring crises that have rocked
Madagascar since independence from France
in 1960.

Ravalomanana, 69, was first
elected president in 2002 but
was forced to resign seven
years later by violent demon-
strations supported by
Rajoelina, the then mayor
ofthe capital Antananarivo.
Rajoelina, now 44, was
installed by the army and

ruled until 2014,

Complete results are due

by January 9.

News24

ON TOP SO FAR: Former president Andry Rajoelina.

Ebola vaccine stockpile needs to grow  Eight killed in Sudan bread price p

HARTOUM- Eight demonstrators were

B killed in eastern Sudan on Thursday,

fficials said, during clashes with riot

police on the second day of protests over the ris-
ing price of bread.

A government decision to raise the price of bread
this week from one Sudanese pound to three (from
about two to six US$ cents) sparked protests across
the country on Wednesday.

The protests spread on Thursday to the Sudanese
capital Khartoum, where riot police fired tear gas
to disperse demonstrators near the presidential
palace, witnesses said.

"Six were killed and a number of people were
wounded" in the eastern city of Al-Qadarif, Al-
Tayeb al-Amine Tah told local broadcaster Sudania
24, without providing further details.

The toll included a university student whose death

wedding, kill 14

OUTHERN KADUNA - Authorities

have urged the public to provide secu-

rity agencies with any information they
have on the killings.

Nigerian troops have been deployed after 14
people were shot dead and another 21 seriously
injured when gunmen stormed a wedding in
Southemn Kadunastate and opened fire, report-
ed the Guardian on Tuesday.

Authorities said the troops would secure the
area and allow investigators to apprehend and
prosecute the perpetrators after last Sunday’s
camage, which has been described as a crim-
inal act, The public has also been urged to pro-
vide security agencies with any information
they have on the killings.

This is just the latest incident in the country
as continued political, inter-communal, and
militant violence continues to beset Nigeria.
Fighting between pastoral farmers and nomadie
tribesman has left thousands dead over the
years. Seeurity forces are also battling Boko
Haram extremists in the north-east Bomo State
as the militants continue to carry out deadly
attacks on civilians and the police and military.

The bloody Islamist uprising, which began
in 2009 and has spread to neighbouring Cameroon,
Chad, and Niger, has killed at least 27 000 peo-
ple and left millions dependent on aid for sur-
vival. Butas the couniry struggles with battles
on numerous fronts, it has been accused by
Amnesty International of gross human rights
abuses. Abuja has lashed out in response, with
President Muhammadu Buhari expressing con-
cem over the international rights group’s activ-
ities. The Citizen

rotests

S = e PATLA L3 -
A bonfire is lit along the street dur-
ing protests against price increases
in Atbara, Nile River state in north-
eastern Sudan on Thursday.

during demonstrations in Al-Qadarif had been
reported earlier in the day. News24

3 |

Travellers urged o be cautious Police kill 8 Islamists !

DRC delays presidential vote

'Mnangagwa's govt not genuine :

Girldies after secret soclety ceremony

JOHANNESBURG - The National | CAIRO - Egyptian police have killed
Institute for Communicable Diseases ' eight suspected Islamist militants in
is ureing travellers to take proper pre-  shootouts in_and around Cairo, the mterior
cautions, to avoid contracting cholera. ‘ ministry said on Thursda_y.lt'sald those
Ongoing cholera outbreaks have been L killed belonged to the Hasm group, |
r(’,g)t;ETBdin Zimbabwe, Angola, Tanzania, | believed to be a b'reakaWay faction of
¢ ameroon, Niger, Nigeria and the | the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood, and
Democratic Republic of Congo. 1 addgd that fgur tht?m were anestcd in

Since the Zimbabwe outbreak, there | araid on !ndegat in ;he cag:tz?l.T}me
have been four laboratory-confirmed | opergﬁonsm Cairo and the cap}misGlm
cases of cholera in South Affica. | district were based on intelligence of

7 | planned attacks during celebrations for
e - : ?leptie Christmas. News24

KINSHASA - Democratic Republic
of Congo's electoral commission on
Thursday delayed the country's long-
awaited presidential election until
December 30, citing a recent fire that

\ destroyed 80% of the voting machines

in the capital. The vote had been sched-
uled for tomorrow. This is the latest of
several delays in the election original-
ly scheduled for late 2016, amid oppo-
sition concerns that President Joseph
Kabila had been looking for ways to
stay in power. AFP

HARARE - Zimbabwe’s transition
to a democratic and economic recov-
ery is shadowy due to a lack of politi-
cal will to fight corruption, a local polit-
ical think tank has said.In its December
2018 report, titled *Zimbabwe Transition
in a Prisoner’s Dilemma: Perceptions
on Corruption Reduction and Seryice
Delivery in the Mnangagwa Dispensation’,
the Zimbabwe Democracy Institute
(ZD1) said political comuption remained
astumbling block in government’s quest
to fight graft. IOL

SIERRA LEONE - A 10-year-old
girlin Siema Leone has died after under-
going female genital mutilation (FGM)
leading to outrage and calls for the prac-

tice to be banned in the west African

country,

The girl was cut during an initiation
atasecret women's society in northern
S;em; Leone, Ghana Web reported.
Another 66 girls were also reported to
have been circumeised during the same
ceremony,

or
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Elon Musk unveils
new underground
unnel to beat traffic

YALIFORNIA - Tesla founder Elon
- Musk has given the world a sneak
e ‘peak of a new underground tunnel
signed to beat waffic congestion.

He launched a prototype of the mile-long
{1.8km) nnel that will allow:cars to move at

upto 241km an hour. Using the Tesla Model

X carto test out the tunnel, the vehicle is low-
ered into the tunnel with an elevator.

The tunnel - built in Hawthorne, California,
hy Musk's Boring Company - works only with
modified autonomous cars such as the Tesla
Model X.

‘The tunnel has green andred lights that indi-
mmhetherthe car should slow down or move
faster. The cars have extra alignment wheels
thatallow it to move swiftly through the nar-
rgﬂtumml. According to the Washington Post,
theproject cost US$40m (about R573m). Musk

o ; yours."

5 --mﬁm?ﬁgﬁﬁri a?:':; gjm g Mattis went to the White House

;ﬁtﬂ'the it theca?’ié e .l b with his resignation letter in

lﬂ@iﬂmk otk groun d : hand to meet with the

T g 2 president and

gnes e : spoke to

. ] . Trump

Drone intrusion brings | forabou

London's Gatwick o S
A ¢ el RESIGNS: US Defence Secretary Jim Mattis.
Airport to standstill e

Thursday frantically hunting for the
operators of drones flown over London's
Gatwick airport, which forced the suspension
of all flights, causing misery for tens of thou-
sands of passengers just days before Christmas.
The airport's authorities said its sole runway
would stay shut until at least 4:00 pm due to
‘drone sightings’ that began on Wednesday
evening.

"We have had within the last hour another
drone sighting," Gatwick's Chief Operating
Officer Chris Woodroofe said midday Thursday.

"It was on the airport, seen by the police, cor-
roborated, and so having seen that drone that
close to the runway it was unsafe to reopen,” he
told BBC News.

Woodroofe earlier said it would be dangerous
to shoot at the drone due to the danger of stray
bullets.

Flights into Gatwick, around 30 miles (50 kilo-
metres) south of the British capital, were divert-
edto other airports while passengers waiting to
take off faced gruelling delays as airlines can-
celled flights. -

Seme 10 000 passengers were affected on
Wednesday night, and a frther 110 000 were
due 1o either take off or land at the airport on
760 flights on Thursday. AP

[ ONDON - British police were on

US DEFENCE SECRETARY
JIM MATTIS RESIGNS

ASHINGTON - US Defence

Secretary Jim Mattis resigned on

Thursday after clashing with President
Donald Trump over the abrupt withdrawal of
US troops from Syria and after two years of deep
disagreements over America's role in the world.

Mattis, perhaps the most respected foreign pol-

icy official in Trump's administration, will leave
by the end of February afier two tumul-
tuous years struggling to soften and
moderate the president’s hardline
and sometimes sharply changing
policies. He told Trump in a let-
ter that he was leaving because
"you have a right to have a
Secretary of Defence whose
views are better aligned with

a senior US official familiar with the incident
but speaking on conditions of anonymity to dis-
cuss a private meeting.

There was no confrontation between the two
men, the official said, and there was no one issue
that caused the resignation. However, the offi-
cial said, Syria likely was the last straw for Mattis.

His departure was immediately lamented by
foreign policy hands and lawmakers on both
sides of the aisle, who viewed the retired
Marine general as a sober voice of
experience in the ear of a president
who had never held political office
or served in the military.

Even Trump allies expressed fear
over Mattis' decision to quit, believ-
ing him to be an important mod-
erating force on the president.

"Just read Gen. Mattis resigna-
tion letter," tweeted Florida
Sen. AP

Decision made for troop
withdrawal from Afghanistan

ASHINGTON - President Donald
WTrump has decided to pull a signif-
icant number of troops from
Afghanistan, a US official told AFP on Thursday,
with some reports suggesting as many as 50 per-
cent could leave the war-torn country.

The surprise move stunned and dismayed for-
eign diplomats and officials in Kabul, who are
involved in an intensifying push to end the 17-
year conflict.

"If you're the Taliban, Christmas has come
early," a senior foreign official in the Afghan
capital told AFP on the condition of anonymity.

"Would you be thinking of a ceasefire if your
main opponent has just withdrawn half their
troops?" Itis not clear if US peace envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad or the Afghan government had been
aware of Trump's plans. A spokesman for President
Ashraf Ghani said “if there is any reaction by the
Afghan government, we will share it later’,

The decision apparently came after Khalilzad
met with the Taliban in Abu Dhabi this week,
part of a flurry of diplomatic efforts to bring the

DECIDED: US President Donald

Trump. 3
Taliban to the negotiating table with the Afghan
government, i
They are believed to have discussed issues
including the group's longstanding demand for
a pullout of foreign troops and a ceasefire.
"That decision has been made. There willbe a
significant withdrawal," the American official
told AFP on condition of anonymity. AP

FLUTTERING: Flags of Hezbollah,
Lebanon and Palestine are seen
fluttering near the border with Israel
in the village of Khiam, Lebanon on
December 4.

Israel begins
destroying Hezbollah
tunnels - army

HIAM - The Israeli army on Thursday

Kight began destroying cross-border tun-

els dug by Hezbollah, it said, more

than two weeks afler announcing their discovery
on the frontier with Lebanon.

Since launching an operation to cut off the tun-
nels on December 4, the military says it has locat-
ed four underground passageways infiltrating Israeli
territory.

"The neutralisation and destruction phase of the
cross-border attack tunnels... has begun," the Israeli
army said in a statement.

The army also issued a warning to Hezbollah,
the Lebanese Shiite militant group with which
Israel fought a devastating war in 2006.

"The IDF (Israel Defense Forces) continues to
operate... with reinforced troops, and is prepared
with a wide variety of enhanced capabilities for
any developments, should they occur," the army
said. It later tweeted that the "explosions" Israeli
families were hearing in the north of the country
were the sound ofits "soldiers destroying Hezbollah
attack tunnels”. Tsrael alleges Hezbollah had planned
to use the tunnels to kidnap or kill its civilians or
soldiers, and to seize a slice of Israeli territory in
the event of any hostilities. The army said it would
"continue to operate to neutralise Hezbollah's mil-
itary infrastructure and to thwart" any threats from
the Lebanese group against Israel and its civilians.
-Times live

'Mitigating measures' allow

Gatwick to reopen even

ONDON - Police and the army have put

I in place "mitigating measures" to allow

Gatwick Airport to reopen and prevent

drones from interfering with operations, its chief
operating officer said yesterday.

Chris Woodroofe said police had not found those
responsible yet and refused to say whether the new
measures included a plan to shoot any drones out
of the sky. He added that just under 700 departures
were planned for Friday. Britain on Thursday called
in the military and police snipers to hunt down the
operators of drones that repeatedly flew near to
Britain's second-largest airport, causing 36 hours
of travel chaos after all flights were grounded. "We
have been working overnight with the police, with
a number of government agencies and with the
military to put in place additional mitigating
measures. AP

&—ﬂmpumdledb{hﬂﬂm

SYDNEY - Australia's largestcity was
picking up the pieces yesterday afler a
series of lightning and hailstorms
pummelled cars with ice bloeks the size
of tennis balls.

The authorities issued a severe storm
warming, but that was not enough to
mdamage that is aimdymnmng
into the tens of millions of dollars.

1
|

Don't fall in love on Facebook Bishops face pressure amid
AMRITSAR - An Indian man released CHICAGO - US bishops preparing for
this week afier being jailed for six years a meeting to address the sexual abuse
in Pakistan issued advice yesterday notto scandal roiling the Catholic Church
follow his example and fall in love on suddenly find themselves ina high-stakes
Facebook. Hamid Nehal Ansari illegally credibility test following a damning report
entered Pakistan from Afghanistanin 2012 | accusing them of underplaying the crisis.
to meet a woman he had fallen foron the | Tllinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan |
social medianetwork. But Pakistani police on Wednesday issued an explosive report
were waiting for him at the woman's house | accusing the states Catholic dioceses

d arrested himon the spot. Times Live | News24

" Reporteradmits abrcating coverage

BERLIN - When one of Germany's most
trusted publications, Der Spiegel, pushed
out a news alert on Wednesday, the
subject was its own failing: The magazine
revealed that one of its star reporters,
Claas Relotius, likely embellished his

| coverage and allegedly fabricated entire

‘events for years before resngnmg :Hg 15

| awinner of countless infermational journalism
| awards, including CNN's ‘Journalist of
the Year." IOL

Deamwlllnmtphslonlmtoiﬁ

KARVINA - The death toll in amethane
explosion that hit a coal mine in northeast
Czech Republic increased to 13, amining
company said on Friday. OKD mining
company spokesman Ivo Celechovsky
said that 11 of the dead were Polish

' nationals while two were Czechs. Another

10 miners were injured in the explosion
on Thursday afternoon at the CSA mine
near the town of Karvina. News24
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Funeral: 22/12/2018
Vigil: 21/12/2018
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ekuseni ngas:00am | 'eMafutseni

December nga2:30pm.

emvakwemlindzelo
ekhaya kakhe
elLukhetseni.
' Simemetelo sikhishwa
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Funeral: 23/12/2018

Vigil: 22/12/2018

b} Place: eMafutseni
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yet will | hope in him;
I will surely
defend my ways to
his face.

T bhre L ORD ijis close o

Ehre Bbrokblkerr—bBearted; Ae

rescues those whose

spririts are creasfredd-

it's almMmost unbearable
when so rmuch hope
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TLANTA — The most memo-
A;able scene in golfin 2018 was
ot the conclusion to a major
championship, but rather the sight of a
frenzied gallery swarming over the final
fairway as a familiar figure stood on the
brink ofa win some doubted would ever
COME.

Tiger Woods had gone more than five
years without a victory when he rolled
into Atlanta for the Tour Championship,
the September season-enderon the PGA
Tourthatoften ranks as one of the most
boring events on the schedule.

Not this time, though, thanks to the
game’s transcendent figure. As the say-
ing goes, Tiger doesn’t just move the
needle, he is the needle.

Ithad already been a successful year
for 14-times major winner Woods, sim-
ply by being able to compete without
painagain after a successful April 2017
spinal fusion that rectified a potential-
Iy career-ending back injury.

Woods had already threatened to win

TIGER STILL THE
MAN TO BEAT

STILL THE MAN: Tiger Woods.

several times, including at the final two
majors, dispensing any doubts as to
whether he could be competitive again
after being stricken with back pain from
2014 to 2017.

It seemed every fan at East Lake was
willing him to victory, and when he hit
his approach to the final green it was all

but a done deal.

As thousands of fans flooded the fair-
way in a scene reminiscent of Open
Championships of yesteryear, Woods
almost disappeared into the sea of human-
ity, only a half dozen security officers
keeping him from being mobbed.

10L

Tokyo 2020 unveils new budget,
spending unchanged at US$12bn

OKYO - Tokyo 2020

organisers unveiled the

latest version of the Games
budget on Friday, keeping their
estimate unchanged as they face
intense pressure to keep costs
down.

The latest budget for the Games
stands at 1.35 tillion yen (USS12.1
billion), unchanged in Yen terms
from the version announced this
time last year.

Organisers have pledged the
bill will not increase amid con-
cerns that ballooning costs are
putting off potential Olympic
host cities.

**As many aspects of the Games
have become more detailed.
Tokyo 2020 has seen increases
in some areas but has success-
fully reduced expenditures in
other areas,” Tokyo 2020 CEO
Toshiro Muto said in a statement.

“There is still a lot of work to
be done to control expenditures,
but with the cooperation of the
10C, Tokyo 2020 will continue
to make best efforts to maximise

revenues, contain costs and keep

its budget within 600 billion Yen™
for the organisers, he said.

EYEJNG THE WORLD CUP: Steve Smith.

SMITH HAS EYE ON WORLD CUP,
EXPECTS ENGLISH BACKLASH

YDNEY- Former Australia

captain Steve Smith said on

A_~ Friday he hopes toretum to

- international cricket intime for the

2019 Cricket World Cup and is

- braced for a ‘hostile’ reception

from English fans once his ball-
tampering suspension finishes.

Smith was facing Australian media
for the first time since his teary
apology at a news conference at
Sydney airport on March29, when
he pledged to “do anything” to
make up for his mistake in Cape
Town.

The 29-year-old told reporters it
had been tough at times watching
Australia play from the sidelines
and said he was determined to break
back into the side for the May 30-
July 14 World Cupand the Ashes

ond that.
b?‘)I,’m just moving forward day to
day, doing what I need'to do to
P to hopefully get another

-ep,portlmlty to play ﬁ‘Jr

and if that’s the World Cup and
Ashes, so be it,”” Smith told reporters
at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

“No doubt the English crowd will
be incredibly hostile. I'm ready for
that if that happens.

“Ill keep working hard and if T
get that opportunity again, that'd
be gl‘eat.”

Smith has been keeping a low
media profile, despite playing at
Twenty20 tournaments in Canada
and the Caribbean and turning out
for his Sydney club side Sutherland.

However, in recent weeks he has
made gradual moves to rehabili-
tate his public image and joined
his former Australia team mates
at training sessions.

He has also tested the waters of
his brand power with a tie-up with
the local armnf Briinin.’s Vodafone
Group, shooting an advertisement
which plhyed an lus shame and

The city government will pro-
vide a further 600 billion yen
and the national govemment 150
billion Yen, both unchanged from
the previous version.

Muto has previously said that
measures to tackle the expected
hot weather during the Tokyo
summer - such as water sprin-
klers and special heat-absorbing
paint on roads - could push up
the bill. _

Estimate

Friday’s latest estimate came
aftera dispute over what exact-
ly counts as Olympic spending.

A report from government audi-
tors made headlines in Octaber
when it revealed that a budget-
busting 800 billion Yen had been
allocated by government min-
istries and agencies.

According to the report, the
central government has allocat-
ed funds for 286 projects - rang-
ing from the operation of weath-
er satellites to subsidies for hydro-
gen stations for fuel-cell vehi-
cles. The govemnment has pledged
to stick to its goal of hosting a
“compact” Olympics.

0L

Proteas have not asked for spicy pitches for the Pakistan Tests

RETORIA- Another team
Pfrom the subcontinent is in
town.

Does that mean another tap on
ground staff’s shoulders from South
Africa’s dressing room, asking for
pitches that make the most of the
home side’s strengths and exploit the
visitors’ weaknesses?

It seems not, last season’s lesson
would appear to have been learnt.

Asked on Thursday if the South
Affricans have been in fouch to request
a bespoke pitch, Gauteng Cricket
Board chiefexecutive Greg Fredericks
said: “We’ve heard nothing from
them at all.”

The third Test against Pakistan is
set to start at the Wanderers on January
11, almosta year on from the drama
that unfolded when the surface in
Johannesburg became the villain of
the third Test against India.

It was a pitch made to order to take
opponents who had grown up on
slow, turning surfaces as far out of
their comfort zones as possible.

READY: The Proteas head coah Ottis Gibson goes
about his business as the pitch is being prepared.

But the joke was on the South
Africans late on the third day, when
no less modest a purveyor of pace
than Jasprit Bumrah managed to hit
no less canny an operator than Dean
Elgar on the grille of his helmet.

Enter the medics to administer treat-
ment for the ninth time in the match.

Seven of their previous interven-
tions had been to remedy raps on the
gloves and once they came on to
soothe the impact of a rib tickler.

All were caused by deliveries that
had no business rising as sharply as
they did.

Times Live

Ellis’ Banyana have full schedule ahead of debut World Cup

OHANNESBURG — In prepa-

ration for Banyana Banyana’s

first-ever participation ata World
Cup, the team will play no fewer than
seven matches against international
opposition.

The 2019 Women’s World Cup
takes place in France from June 7 to
July 7.

First up in the new year will be
Sweden in a practice match (January
17), which will be played behind
closed doors.

This will be followed by an inter-
national friendly clash against the
Netherlands two days later (January
19) in the inaugural Winnie-Madikizela

Mandela Challenge at the Cape Town
Stadium. Sweden will then return for
a full international on January 22.

After a short break, Banyana head
to Europe to take part in the annual
Cyprus Women’s Cup, scheduled to
be played from February 25 to March
7.

Drawn

In the 12-nation tournament, the
SA women’s side has been drawn in
Group A, alongside Czech Republic,
Finland and Korea DPR.

After that, the next assignment for
coach Desiree Ellis and her Banyana
team will be an away friendly against
reigning world champions, the USA.

The fixture is set for May 12 in
Santa Clara, California, and this will
be followed by the World Cup tour-
nament, where Banyana have been
drawn to face Spain, China PR and
Germany.

“Everyone says we are in a tough
group at the World Cup, which is
true, but then again, no one said it
can’t be done,” said Ellis.

“The players, as well as the tech-
nical team, will gain invaluable expe-
rience with the matches lined-up for
our preparation. I can only thank
SAFA and our proud sponsor Sasol
for all the support they have given
this team.” IOL
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ONDON- Mesut Ozil
L is losing his battle to

convince Unai Emery
he has an Arsenal future as the
club consider sending the
German out on loan.

The midfielder's future
at the Emirates Stadium
was thrown into further
doubt on Wednesday night

" after he was left out of the
squad to face north London
rivals Tottenham.
Emery
refused to
disguise the
German's
omission
— openly
admitting his
decision was
'tactical'.
Arsenal

sources claim the Spaniard
knows he has a hugely talent-
ed player in Ozil, but he has
wanted to See a positive reac-
tion from his No 10 during
what has been a tumultuous
few weeks.

He has dropped or substi-
tuted his No 10 frequently this
season, freatment which would
have been unthinkable under
Arsene Wenger.

Itis understood part ofEmery‘s
thinking is to spark a change
in attitude from his attacker,
but he is quickly running out
of patience.

Thatsaid, Ozil could be given
an opportunity to play in
Arsenal's busy festive period,
but he needs to impress his
manager sooner rather than
later if he is to have a future

Y NOT GONVIGE
OZIL HAS ARSENAL FUTURE

at the Emirates Stadium.

The former Real Madrid play-
eris happy in London, but his
lack of action will be of grow-
ing concern to the World Cup
winner.

Itwill also concem the Arsenal
hierarchy, who are facing a
difficult financial balancing
act if he fails to win his coach
over.

Arsenal know his £350 000-
per-week wages will prove a
huge stumbling block in try-
ing to shift Ozil in the next two
transfer windows. They will
not want to pay a percentage
of his wages, but it is highly
unlikely any club in Europe
— Inter Milan are interested
— would take on Ozil’s wages
in full as well as paying a hefty
transfer fee. Daily Mail

Chelsea want Gonzalo Higuain

ONDON- Chelsea have revived
L their interest in Gonzalo Higuain
ahead of the January window.
The Argentine was a target for Maurizio
Sarri last summer and Chelsea held ini-
tial talks with his then club Juventus.
However, negotiations failed to devel-
op and the striker moved to AC Milan
ona £16 million season loan with an
option to buy as part of a swap deal
involving Leonardo Bonucci.

with seven goals in 10 games but has
become increasingly frustrated with his
side's indifferent form which has seen
them fall 19 points behind leaders Juventus.

Sarri wants to strengthen his attacking
options and worked well with 3 [-year-
old Higuain while at Napoli.

Milan are continuing to wrestle with
Financial Fair Play restrictions and could
be open to allowing Chelsea to take over
their option with Juventus.

Higuain started off the season well

Daily Mail

Shagqjiri received
messages about

Mourinho's sacking
LIVERPOOL—IJVEPOOIQHI‘M&H

Shagiri has revealed he received

messages about Jose Mourinho's
sacking following his brace against Manchester
United at Anfield last weekend.

The 27-year-old came off the bench with
the score level at 1-1 and scored two goals
in seven second-halfminutes to secure all
three points for Jurgen Klopp's side.

Shagiri, who joined the Reds for £13mil-

lion from Stoke in the summer, sald he was
sent messages after _
Mourinho was .
given the axe
by United on
Tuesday
morning,

“I had a lot
of messages
from my friends
when it happened,”
he told The Guardian.
“There were a lot of good messages about
the United game at first and then, when
the news came out about Mourinho, I'had
messages saying: “That's your fault!” But
this is football sometimes. *“Idon't think

it was just because we won that game that
United wanted to change their manager.
There were other reasons but it means the
game goes down in history. It will always
be in my history too.” Shaqiri's double
against Liverpool's rivals took his tally to
five goals for the campaign. The Switzerland
winger has made 17 appearances for the
Reds, including nine starts, in which he
has provided three assists. League leaders
Liverpool faced Wolves in the Premier
League last night, looking to extend their
lead over Manchester City.

Daily Mail

Solskjaer outlines desire to become permanent boss  Everton investi gating

ANCHESTER- Ole Gunnar
MSolskjaer admits he wants to
land the Manchester United
job on a permanent basis after his sixth-
month stint as caretaker at Old Trafford.

The United legend is on loan from his
Norwegian club Molde until the end of
the season after he was appointed to
replace the sacked Jose Mourinho.

United's long-term target is believed
1o be Tottenham boss Mauricio Pochettino
next summer, but Solskjaer admits he
wants to stay with the club where he
was revered as a player.

“When you geta job like this and they
ask you to sign for six months you say
yes,' admitted the 45-year-old.

“T'm happy to help out and my job now
for the next six months is to do as well
as T can and move the club forward as;
well as I can.

“Tunderstand there are s0 many man-
agers who would love to be manager of
Manchester United and I am one of
them. But it is not something we've

talled about, they'll do a process now
for the next six months.

“[ didn't think twice when they called

me to sign me as a player and this is
more of an honour and privilege to be

EAGER: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.
while the club does the process to get
the next manager.”

Solskjaer confirmed that he will have
a say in United's summer transfer pol-
icy even though it is likely the club will
be buying players for another manag-
er.

T will have an input but the job is to
get to know the players and observe
them,” he added. “I've seen more orless
every game from Norway. The club

the 11-point gap between United and
the top-four as he tries to secure Champions
League qualification in the second half

of the season.

“This club has made up many, many
points before but I'm not going to set

that target now,” he said.

“I think the first thing is the first game;
think about getting my principles into
the boys, get the players to understand
how I want them to play, and let's take
the results later and see how many points

i but I've not sat
helping the club for a few months. have got their targets h a
‘B'J!i’s fnnl the summer now, fiveorsix  down and talked about that. we can gather.
Solskjaer’s main task will be to close  Daily Mail

months to just help outin the meantime

fans song about Mina

IVERPOOL- The words

I of the song have been post-

ed on the Twitter account

of supporters' group Falcon Blues,

“Everton Football Club is aware

of the video posted on social media

by an unaffiliated supporters' club,'
said an Everton statement.

“We are in contact with Kick It

Out and are working with them to

message is sent that the chant is not
acceptable.

“If we receive any reports relat-
ing to the chant being sung within
a stadium, those who will be passed
on to the FA and the perpetrators
can expect to face punishment.”

Mina has made only seven appear-
ances after a slow start at Goodison
Park, making his debut only-last

investigate the matter further. month.

“Everton has a zero-toler- “We have contacted
ance stance towards any Everton regarding the
form of racism.” issue and will be work-

Kick It Qut have con- ing closely with them
demned the chantand to ensure & clear mes-

warned fans heard

stadium bans,

A statement read: “Kick
It Out is aware of footage
of alleged racist chanting by
supporters of Everton that emerged

online.

singing it that they face 5

“Racist stereotypes are never
acceptable, irrespective of any inten-
tion to show support for a player.

“We have contacted Everton regard-
ing the issue and will be working
closely with them to ensure a clear

% sage is sent that the

y chant is not accept-
y able.

“If we receive any
reports relating to the chant

being sung within a stadium,
those who will be passed on to the
FA and the perpetrators can expect
to face punishment.”

Mina has made only seven appear-
ances after a slow start at Goodison
Park, making his debut only last
month,

Daily Mail
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Larsen on the look
out for a striker

AMONT VILLE- Golden Amrows coach

I Clinton Larsen reckons every PSL club

is constantly on the lookout for a strik-
er given the death of proven goalscorers in the
South Affican topflight.

Hitting double figures is a rarity for most PSL
forwards, with amodest 11 goals proving enough
forPercy Tau and Rodney Ramagalela to share
the Golden Boot last term.

Asked ifhe plans to shop around in the January
transfer window, Larsen says only if a decent
marksman becomes available. "I think every
team is always on the look out for a striker,"
Larsen tells KickOff.com. "Of course if one
becomes available we will look at it you know.
But other than that, I don't think in January we
are going to sign any players. Like I have said
before, at Golden Amrows we go to our Diski
team you know. There are some talented boys
waiting for the opportunity there, and maybe
welllgive them an opportunity.” Larsen is sat-
isfiedwith his team's progress for the most part
this season.
Abafana
Besthende, in 10th
spot on the log
with 16 points
from 14 games,
will end 2018
with a derby
against AmaZulu
/" at King Zywelithini
¥ Stadium today

B (15h30).
"From our side I think there's been a steady
improvement this year," Larsen says.

"In our: last eight games we've only lost one
gameto Baroka. So we've beaten Kaizer Chiefs,
we've beaten Black Leopards, we got good points
away to Cape Town City, to Free State Stars,
to Pirates. But we could have turned some of
those draws to wins you know, especially Free
State Stars. Injury-time we conceded an equalis-
er, but like T said, slowly the team is improv-
ing. "We had a few established players out you
know. [Velemseni] Ndwandwe, we missed him
for the whole first round. [Zolani] Nkombela
we missed him for the whole first round.
[Mzwandile] Buthelezi we've missed him,
[Sandile] Zuke's been injured, he comes back
in January as well.

Kick-0ff

Middendorp banking on SA footb

FOHANNESBURG- Kaizer Chiefs coach

Emst Middendorp feels he is in a bet-

fer situation to get positive results this
time round compared to his first stint with
the club,

The German arrived in 2005 to replace the
late Ted Dumitru at Naturena and, despite
winning the Absa Cup and SAA Supa8 dur-
ing his time at the club, he was unable to
inspire them to league success.

A lotmore will be expected from the coach,
buthe feels the information he has gathered
about South A frican football in the last 10
years or so will help him in his second stint
with the Soweto giants. g

“Ithink coming into a country, like it hap-
pened in 2005/2006, not really knowing the
environment and the players. Taking over a
team of this size and brand, obviously you
discover something new everyday. I believe
with the movement in the last years, more
thana decade, I have this background infor-
mation,” said Middendorp, who has won his

first two matches at the helm-

N

OHANNESBURG- Orlando

Pirates coach Milutin Sredojevic

faces a selection poser ahead
of their final clash of the year in
Windhoek this weekend.

The Buccaneers' medical staff will
go into the short Christmas break
chuffed that all personnel are fully
fit and raring to go for this week-
end's CAF Champions League test.

More pleased will be Sredojevic
and his technical team, who have
the headache of selecting a side to
do the business in their high-stakes
encounter at the Sam Nujoma Stadium
today.

Pirates were set to jet out to Namibia
yesterday before facing African
Stars in their second leg group stage
play-off encounterat 16h00 tomor-
TOW.

Word from the Bucs camp is that
everyone is available for the trip,
with only reserve goalkeepers Wayne
Sandilands and Brilliant Khuzwayo
having nursed slight niggles this

[ —— ==

ER SREDOJEVIC BOASTS FULL SQUAD

week, but nothing that would rule
them out of contention.

In their goalless draw in the first
leg at home last weekend, the likes
of club top goal scorer Thembinkosi
Lorch and striker Augustine Mulenga
started on the bench as Paseka Mako
and Meshack Maphangule were
afforded game-time.

4 ¥

However, with their progression
in the competition at stake in the
away tie, the Serbian tactician will
be tempted to field his strongest side
to ensure they get the job done and
qualify for the round robin stage.

In central midfield, where Mpho
Makola and Linda Mntambo have

PIONS LEAGUE

BOSSES:
Orlando
Pirates
coach
Milutin
Sredojevic
ad his
technical
team.

featured in their last two matches,
'Micho' will be pondering whether
to retain the duo who helped them
to an impressive 3-1 victory over
Free State Stars last Tuesday or
return to regulars Musa Nyatama
and Xola Mlambo, who featured in
the Telkom Knockout final.
Kicl-Off

Madubanya enjoying working with Nyir_enda

OHANNESBURG -
JBaroka FC's experienced

midfielder Letladi
Madubanya says it's been a plea-
sure working with someone as
"consistent” as head coach
Wedson Nyirenda.

Nyirenda took over the reins
at Bakgaga before the start of
the campaign and it's taken him
less than halfa season to deliv-
er a trophy, following their
Telkam Knockout success recent-
ly.

The challenge, though, has
been in the Absa Premiership,
where Baroka FC are rooted to
the bottom of the table after 14
matches, with just two victo-
ries on board.

Despite the difficulties in the
league, Madubanya is confi-
dent that, in Nyirenda, they have
a coach that will get them out
of trouble.

CONFIDENT: Kaizer Chiefs coach

Ernst Middendorp.

“I don’t have to look around and try to find
out. Every time when I was here [ was going
to the stadium, does not matter which stadi-
um and which team [is playing]. It’s anoth-
er background and the background is defi-
nitely very important. I have my confidence
and I know what I am doing.”

Sport24

all knowledge

"I think Wedson s quite con-
sistent, in his training, in his
philosophy and in his being as
a man. He is very assertive, he
wants things done in a partic-
ular way," the former SupeSport
United and Bidvest Wits play-
er says.

"He is a man that you respect.
He does not demand it, it's there.
It's a pleasure working for such
a gl.ly.“

After losing at home to Wits
on Sunday, Bakgaga travel to
KwaZulu-Natal to face fellow
strugglers Maritzburg United
at Harry Gwala Stadium today.
A big performance will be
required on the road to end the
year on a positive note.

Nyirenda has shown whathe |

can do in the TKO, but now it's
time to get the results in the
league.

Kick-Off
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Bobby lauds
Middendorp's
passion for
development

ohannesburg- Kaizer Chiefs Manager

Bobby Motaung says one of the reasons

Emst Middendorp was brought in is to
help with their development structures.

During Steve Komphela’s reign as Amakhosi
coach, players such as Wiseman Meyiwa,
Siyabonga Ngezana, Ryan Moon and Siphosakhe
Ntiya-Ntiya got an opportunity to feature quite
often, but this was not always the case with
Giovanni Solinas, who parted ways with
Amakhosi recently.

While he did not go deep into the matter,
Motaung suggested the lack of young players
featuring regularly in Solinas’s side was one
of the challenges they had with the Italian.

“That’s one of the things, he follows devel-
opment. The coach and the assistant [Shaun
Bartlett] need to work with the structures and
I think that’s one of the reasons we brought
Ernst back,” Motaung said. Soccer Laduma

ENJOYING: Baroka
Capftain Letladi
Madubanya.

£

FESTIVE

TRADING HOURS

LS00 NFS

wwwhlonfainvestment@amailkcon

A6100NTFS



December 22, 2018

OBSERVER ON SATURDAY

Sport

| FIXTURES

SAPSL

Today

15:30 AmaZulu FC vs  Golden Arrows
{ 18:00 Cape Town City FC vs Bioem Celtic

! 20:15 Maritzburg United vs Baroka FC

. Sun, 23 Dec 2018

i 15:30 Highlands Park vs SuperSport United

i English Premier League Fixtures

17:00 TSG 1899 Hofilen vs 1. FSV Mainz 05

-

NAIL-BITING

ONDON - Only a few weeks
ago Borussia Dortmund
looked unbeatable in the

Bundesliga, with champions Bayemn
Munich languishing in sixth place
and seemingly out oftitle contention.

But with the final matchday of
the year ahead of the winter break
Iooming this weekend, rejuvenat-
ed Bayem could now move to with-
in three points of the leaders, with
awin at Eintracht Frankfurt today.

The Bavarians, who edged past
RB Leipzig 1-0 on Wednesday,
have now won their last four league
matches, and are level on 33 points
with second-placed Borussia
Moenchengladbach.

Dortmund, who on Tuesday suf-
fered their first league loss of the

OUT: Bayern Munich is langu.-shmg in srxth place and

seemingly out of title contention.

“We showed a will to win against

meeting against his former club.

'BAYERN MUNICH PROMISE
YEAR-ENDER

earlier this season when Bayern
were suffering from a dip in form.
With Dortmund facing in-form
Gladbach on Friday, Bayern can
hope to make up further lost ground.
“[t is important to use such chances
(from Dortmund’s defeat),” said
Bayern CEO Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge. “*Six points are still
a lot but what will be important is
the points we may get in Frankfurt.”
Kovac has some concerns with
wingers Kingsley Coman and Serge
Gnabry picking up injuries on
Wednesday and injured defender
Jerome Boateng still doubtful for
today’s encounter.
Gnabry had to be taken off with
a muscle injury after 28 minutes.
“We will have to see with Serge

i
1
| |
. Today
: 12:30 Arsenal vs. Bumley Bumley
1 15:00 Bournemouth vs Brighton and Hove Albion
1 15:00 Chelsea vs Leicester City
{ 15:00 Huddersfield Town vs Southampion
’ 15:00 ManchesterCity vs Cryslal Palace
. 15:00 Newcastie United vs Fulham Fulham
: 15:00 West Ham United vs Watford Watford
r 17:30 Cardiff City vs Manchester United
i Sunday 23 December
3 16:00 Everton vs Tottenham Hotspur
1
i Ligue 1 Fixtures
1
i Today
! 2000 Angers vs Marseille
1 20:00 Lille vs Toulouse
. 20:00 Monaco vs Guingamp
1 20:00 Montpellier vs Lyon
- 20:00 PSG vs Nantes
' 20:00 Reims vs Caen
’ 20:00 Rennes vs Nimes
' 20:00 St Etienne vs Dijon
: 20:00 Strasbourg vs Nice
)
;' Tomorrow
I: 16:00 Bordeaux vs  Amiens
1
E Serie A Fixtures
i Today
! 11:30 Lazio vs Cagliari
{ 14:00 Empoli vs Sampdoria
i 14:00 Genoa vs Atalanta
’l 14:00 Milan vs Fiorentina
1 14:00 Napoli vs SPAL
! 14:00 Sassuolo vs Torino
! 14:00 Udinese vs Frosinone
1 17:00 Chievo vs Internazionale
;' 17:00 Parma vs Bologna
19:30 Juventus vs Roma
La Liga Fixtures
Today
12:00 Real Betis vs Eibar
15:15 Atlético de Madrid vs Espanyol
17:30 Barcelona vs Celta de Vigo Celta
19:45 Athletic Club vs Real Valladolid
Tomorrow
11:00 Valencia CF vs Huesca
15:15 Leganés vs Sevilla
17:30 Rayo Vallecano  vs Levante
i Bundesliga Fixtures
1
l Today
- 14:30 1. FC Nimberg  vs Sport-Club Freiburg
' 14:30 Bayer 04 Leverk vs Hertha BSC
‘ 14:30 Hannover 96 vs Fortuna Diisseldorf
i 14:30' RB Leipzig vs SV Werder Bremen
- 14:30 VB Stuttgart vs FC Schalke 04
¢ 17:30 Eintracht Frankfurt vs FC Bayem Miinchen
)
]
! Tomorrow
i 14:30 FC Augsburg vs VfL Wolfsburg
1
1
[}

Barcelona signed
Murillo on a six-
month loan deal

ARCELONA - Barca were in des-

perate need for another central defend-

er following the long-term injuries sus-

tained by Sammuiel Umtiti and Thomas Vermaelen.

The Catalan outfit have now brought in the

26-year-old Colombia international on loan

deal for the remainder of the 2018/2019 sea-
son.

A statement on the club’s website read: “FC

Barcelona and Valencia CF have reached an
agreement for the transfer

of Jeison Murillo for the
remainder of the
2018/19 season.
“The agreement
§ includes a purchase
;kl. P option worth €25m.”
= ~  The presentatmn
"“"%5!-"; ceremony is sched-
" uled for next Thursday,
December 27. -Kickoff

season, are top on 39. Leipzig. Now we must again use Right what the tests show. Hopefully there
“We used Dortmund’s assist to  all our power on Saturday and get Kovac has every right tobe brim-  jg nothjng damaged in terms of mus-
close in,” Bayern coach Niko Kovac ~ the three points in (Eintracht) ming with confidence givenhewas  ¢le.”
told reporters. Frankfint,” he said of the firstleague  teetering on the brink of departure  Eyewitness
Gabigol set for Ja nuary Premler League tra nsfer  FIFAreveals Staggermg
ANTOS, SAU PAULO . stats from 2018 World Cup
- Brazil intenational strik- URICH - A combined global audience
er Gabriel Barbosa, who of 1.12 billion watched the Soccer World
was previously earmarked as Cup final between France and Croatia
the nation’s next superstar, could in July, FIFA, the governing body of world foot-
be on his way to the Premier ball, said yesterday.
League in January. In total, FIFA said, a ‘combined 3.572 billion
Gabigol is on loan at Santos, viewers —more than half of the global popula-
having failed to win a starting tion aged four and over— tuned in to world foot-
place at Serie A outfit Inter and ball’s ultimate competition’ for at least a minute,
the Italian club’s sporting direc- over the course of the quld Cup’s t‘n_:m June
tor, Piero Ausilio, said this week [ Gabriel 11)4 tcﬁ;l;\lly 15. A survey it had cgmmjssmned
that there was no place for the ! \s____: Barboia, y FIFA found gllat 3.04 billion viewers caught
I o heN : at least three minutes, a 10.9 percent increase
Etﬁgﬁmimem Egrad *'u‘b on Brazil 2014, and 2.49 billion watched at least
- e = ; 30 minutes, or one third of one match, up on
“Gabigol will finish the loan == 2014’ 1.95 billion. FIFA calculated that the
with Santos in -’an‘-‘ﬂrY_ and then ml Jacuaty .but ma)'/ft?e ‘oper:ito The ;Ig?;lan tglﬂz:n = alif lll_;)p;n £ average live audience for each of the 64 match-
return to Inter,” he said, asper 2 oan,_part:lcularly ifit includes to get£25mifthey se He has e 0l i
THe Guiarcian an option to buy in the sum-  two and a halfyears on his con- The e e
iz e tract and is earning around £50 ; y estimated that 9.5 per cent of that
For the next six months, we ~ MeT- g audience, or 309.7 million people, watched no
will have no space for him. We L ciVest Flam hayic siows [QU0'a weele coverage at home but ‘caught the action on dig-
are happy with what he has done emerged & t‘he early frpnt-run— The 22'-year—old has scored ital platforms, in public viewing areas or in bars
and we will find the bestsolu-  Ti€rS for his signature Wlt.h man- 18 goal_s m_35 appearances for At
tioniwithiBitas ager Manuel Pellegrini ready ~ Santos in his second spell there That proportion was higher for the final between
Inter are keen to sell Gabigol 0 sign the Campeonato Brasileiro  and has four caps for The Seleca0.  France and Croatia. FIFA said 88437 million
Série A top-scorer of 2018. -Kickoff viewers tuning in to traditional TV coverage

Bale explains how Ronaldo exit helped

eal Madrid forward

Gareth Bale has

lained how the depar-

ture of club-record goalscorer

Cristiano Ronaldo has helped

him after netting a scintillating

hat-trick in the FIFA Club World
Cup.

Bale, 29, has predominantly
been used on the right during
the years he shared with Ronaldo
at the Bernabeu.

But the exit of the five-time
Ballon d’Or winner to Juventus
has allowed the former Tottenham
star to play in a ‘comfortable
position.’

Bale was afforded a start on
the left of an attacking midfield
in the European champions’
Club World Cup semi-final

inst Kashima Antlers, where
he scored a blistering hat-trick
in 11 minutes in the 3-1 win.
The Welsh wizard established

an effective partnership with
Brazil left-back Marcelo as Real
booked their place in the final
against Al Ain.
“Throughout my (early) career,
I played from the left wing,”
Bale said when asked about

EXPLAINS:
Gareth
Bale.

occupying Rolando’s previous
position, as per The Independent.
“I’m comfortable playing in
that position but I can play on
the right, on the left or in the
centre. I will play wherever the
coach needs me to. Kickoff

and a further 231,82 million watching outside
the home or digitally.
Sport24

SAFA's hid to stage CAF's

Nation Cup a two-edged sword

APE TOWN - A stimulating, time-

ly boost for South African soccer on

the one hand, but fraught with tricky
problems and huge financial implications on
the other.

This is the stark, contradictory situation that
suggests SAFA’s late bid to replace Cameroon
as the hosts of next year’s Africa Nations Cup
has all the trappings of a two-edged sword.

What stands out immediately is that when
CAF make their decision on the hosting issue
atan executive meeting in Senegal on January
9, the successful country - and at this point a
changing scenario has either Egypt or South
Africa as the firm frontrunners - there will be
less than five months to make the maze of
arrangements, both financial and otherwise,
that realistically and rationally should require
a’year or two to implement.

Sport24
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Game 14 | Matsapha vs Tambuti
Sundowns vs  Swallows Pirates vs Wanderers
Wanderers vs Y .Buffaloes | Leopard vs Sundowns
Pirates vs R.Leopard | Green Mamba vs Y .Buffaloes
Matsapha vs G.Mamba | Sea Birds vs Swallows
Vovovo vs Sea Birds
Highlanders vs  Tambuti | Game 18
M. Chiefs vs Citizens | Vovovo vs Swallows
‘: Buffaloes vs Highlanders
Game 15 Leopard vs Citizens
Malanti Chiefs vs Swallows | Pirates vs Tambuti
Y Buffaloes vs Matsapha United | Wanderers vs Sea Birds
Vovovo vs Leopard | Sundowns vs Green Mamba
Pirates vs Highlanders | Matsapha vs Malanti Chiefs
Supndowns vs Tambuti
Green Mamba vs Sea Birds Game 19
Swallows vs Citizens
Game 16 Tambuti vs Buffaloes
Citizens vs Tambuti Sea Birds vs Leopard
Hightanders vs Sea Birds | Green Mamba vs Pirates
Green Mamba vs Vovovovo Wanderers vs Sundowns
Sundowns vs Matsapha Matsapha vs Highlanders
Malanti Chiefs vs R .Leopard | Malanti Chiefs vs Vovovo
Pirates vs Buffaloes [
Swallows vs Wanderers | Game 20
i Swallows vs Green Mamba
Game 17 | Sundowns vs Buffaloes
Highlanders vs Malanti Chiefs ’ Wanderers vs Leopard
Citizens vs Vovovo | Pirates vs Malanti Chiefs
Week 12 | Black Swallows vs Tycoons
Seven Dreams vs Mbabane City |
Madienya vs Tinyosi } Week 15
Tycoons vs City Warriors Mbabane City vs City Warriors
Rangers vs Black Swallows J Tinyosi vs Rangers
Milling vs Callies ’ Seven Dreams vs Milling
Hub Sundowns vs Red Lions | Madlenya vs Red Lions
Hub Sundowns vs Tycoons
Week 13 Callies vs Black Swallows
Mbabane City vs Milling
RedLions vs Rangers Week 16
Hub Sundowns vs City Warriors Tinyosi vs Mbabane City
Tinyosi vs Callies City Warriors vs Seven Dreams
Seven Dreams vs Black Swallows Rangers vs Madlenya
Tycoons vs Madlenya Milling vs Tycoons
Black Swallows vs Red Lions
Week 14 Hub Sundowns vs Callies
Rangers vs Mbabane City
City Warriors vs Milling Week 17
Red/Lions vs Tinyosi Hub Sundowns vs Mbabane City
Seven Dreams vs Hub Sundowns Callies vs Red Lions
Callies vs Madlenya Milling vs Black Swallows

Matsapha
Tambuti
Highlanders

Game 21
Matsapha
Malanti Chiefs
Green Mamba
Pirates
Leopard
Buffaloes
Highlanders

Game 22
Highlanders
Matsapha
Malanti Chiefs
Pirates
Leopard

Sea Birds
Tambuti

Game 23
Matsapha
Vovovo
Highlanders
Citizens
Tambuti
Sea Birds

Rangers
City Warriors
Tinyosi

Week 18
Mbabane City
Callies
Madlenya
Red Lions
Milling
Rangers

Week 19
Callies

Hub Sundowns
Tycoons
Milling

Seven Dreams
City Warriors

Week 20
Mbabane City

VS
Vs
Vs

Vs
Vs

Vs
Vs
VS
Vs

Vs
Vs
VS
VS
VS
VS
VS

VS
Vs
A\
Vs
vs
Vs

Vs
Vs
Vs
A
vs

Vs

Sea Birds Malanti Chiefs vs Green Mamba
Vovovo
Citizens Game 24

Tambuti vs Sea Birds

Citizens vs Green Mamba
Vovovo Sundowns vs Highlanders
Sundowns Wanderers vs Vovovo
Wanderers Pirates vs Matsapha
Sea Birds Malanti Chiefs vs Y Buffaloes
Tambuti Leopard p vs Swallows
Citizens
Swallows Game 25

i Y. Buffaloes vs Swallows

Leopard vs Matsapha
Vovovo | Vovovo vs Pirates
Citizens Wanderers vs Highlanders
Wanderers Sundowns vs Citizens
Sundowns Tambuti vs Green Mamba
Green Mamba Malanti Chiefs vs Sea Birds
Y .Buffaloes
Swallows Game 26

Tambuti vs Malanti Chiefs

Sea Birds vs Citizens
Swallows Highlanders vs Green Mamba
Y Buffaloes Sundowns vs \Vovovo
R. Leopard Wanderers vs Matsapha
Pirates Leopard vs Buufalloes
Wanderers Swallows vs Pirates
Sundowns

Milling

TN National First Division 2018/19 Second Round Fixtures:

vs Tycoons vs Hub Sundowns

vs Madlenya Rangers vs Callies

vs Seven Dreams Black Swallows  vs City Warriors
Tycoons vs Tinyosi
Madlenya vs Seven Dreams

vs Black Swallows

vs Tycoons Week 21

vs Hub Sundowns Mbabane City vs Tycoons

vs Seven Dreams Black Swallows vs Madlenya

vs Tinyosi Seven Dreams vs Callies

vs City Warriors Tinyosi vs Hub Sundowns
City Warriors vs Red Lions
Rangers vs Milling

vs Mbabane City

Black Swallows Week 22

Red Lions Mbabane City vs Madlenya

Madlenya Tycoons vs Seven Dreams

Rangers Black Swallows vs Tinyosi

Tinyosi Callies vs City Warriors
Hub Sundowns vs Rangers
Red Lions vs Milling

Red Lions

—— MTN PREMIER LEAGUES MASTER FIXTURE —

World Cup winners France unexciting

ADRID - Former Spain and

Barcelona midfielder Xavi

has said France’s World Cup
triumph this year left him feeling “unen-
thusiastic™ due to their style of play.

Didier Deschamps’ side, confaining
the likes of Kylian Mbappe, Antoine
Griezmann and Paul Pogba, beat Croatia
4-2 inan action-packed final in Moscow
afterbeating Argentina 4-3 in the tour-
nament’s stand-out game in the last 16.

They also saw off Uruguay and Belgium
on theirway to the final.

Yettheir performances left Xavi, one
of the heroes of Spain’s 2010 World
Cup win and a four-time Champions
League winner with Barca, unimpressed.

“All France says to me is that they are
the chaml;)ions,” ¥avi said in an inter-
view with Spanish newspaper Marca
published yesterday.

“They are an organised team, not very
exciting, but they have a lot of quali-
ties. They work hard, they counterat-
tack like rockets, you have Griezmann
and Mbappe runn]ng back to defend.

That's fine, but it doesn’t make me feel
enthusiastic.” : i

}{i{\ri1 who is seeing out his career in

- World Cups.

T =

i

Qatar with Al Sadd and has said repeat-
edly he intends to become a coach when
he retires from playing, also criticised
the short-term attitudes of coaches at

“In a World Cup, coaches are more
practical because they are scared of
being knocked out. You make one eror,

and ‘ciao’,” he added. AFP

- Xavi

-

“I’m of a different school of thought,
believing you should always try to have
the ball and take risks but 70-80 per-
cent of teams in a World Cup don’t take
risks and they wait for a chance fo score.
It’s a shame. The result is what justifies
the means and convinces fans, but it
doesn’t convince me.”

Guardiola dismisses Klopp claim of

Man City having

MANCHESTER - Pep Guardiola
has rejected Jurgen Klopp’s obser-
vation that his Manchester City
side are showing “no sign of weak-
ness” in the Premier League title
race.

Klopp’s Liverpool remained unbeat-
en in England’s top flight this sea-
son and lead City by a point at the
summit ahead of yesterday’s trip to
face Wolves at Molineux.

It meant City could be facing a
deficit of four points by the time
they kick-off against Crystal Palace
today.

The top two will conclude their
festive schedule with a blockbuster
clash at the Etihad Stadium on the
third of January and Guardiola,
whose team have now gone seven
games without a clean sheet in all
competitions, feels he has plenty to
be working on before a potential-
ly defining game.

“Any team has strong points and
weak points,” he told a pre-match
news conference.

“Of course, we have weaknesses
and we are working on them. Of

‘no weaknesses’

course we do. But that’s normal”

“These kind of comments I putin
the perspective that there must be
[weaknesses].” City will again be
without experienced duo David
Silva and Vincent Kompany against
Palace, although they are progressing
well in their recoveries from ham-
string strains.

“[Silva] started to train. He had
the first steps but still he is not ready
for tomorrow,” Guardiola said.

“I don’t know if he will be ready
for the Christmas period.

“Vincent is better but for tomor-
row, he is not able.” City had an
18-match winning run in the Premier
League ended by a 0-0 draw at
Palace on New Year’s Eve last sea-
son.

Even though that streak featured
an earlier 5-0 win over the Eagles,
Guardiola was wary when consid-
ering Roy Hodgson'’s latest visit to
Manchester. “When you see [Wilfried]
Zaha, [Andros] Townsend, [Max]
Meyer, [James] McArthur, [Luka

. Milivojevic, all the players have
quality,” he added.Goal
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HELLO: A Young Movers official picking up and a communication gadget during their Ingwenyama Cup match

against Mbabane Swallows played on Sunday at the Somhlolo National Stadium. Gadgets or cellphones are not
allowed to be used by officials at the technical bench during football matches. (Pics: Lucky Simelane)
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CWAZA NKUNZI: Highlanders fans
Mgcibelo Maseko and Elijah

' Mkhatshwa in full concentration.
|y ' )

TOP- UP THE BIRDS: Mbabane Swallows :
officials celebrating their victory against #'
Young Movers. :
LEFT- CAMOUFLAGE: Police officers >
were there to maintain & \ s
peace and order. _28 - -

- e
J“'-‘

-MAHHALA HHA!: Manzini
Wanderers supporters on
cloud nine after their side qual-

ified for the last 16 in the tour-
nament. ‘

I PIEE: Manini Wanderers’ fan Sidumo Ngwenya and Mbabane
Swallows’ John Nkambule having fun.

AR IR

B oMt

o

Er o

CATTENY
b il e i e

¥ o 1% Do AOIRRT A




R =R s emmmaagrtee s - e gl

Docember 22,2018 41

S PAPIC 'I'

have a coachof Papic's cal-
ibm is perhaps one ofthe most
‘ pmrnmng things in local foot-
balf, especially because he comes
atatime when the country's football
needs to goback to the drawing board
and re-group: Papié is known for his
belief in youngsters as he setup a
youth academyin Randburg, South
Africawith the aim of identifyingand
developing local talent.

The gaffer, who is nicknamed ‘Bill
Clinton" due to his striking resem-
biancelnihe former American President,
has alot of talent in his hands that
he canutilise. Itis time for new blood
to comein hard and take their right-
ful place in'local football.

All featball circles in the country
haveexpressed delight on his appoint-
meni=from local coaches to the fans
whohave all validated his appoint-
ment. For quite some time, the EFA
has been taking the opposite deci-
sions to sanity, but this time their
mave with Papic is a fairly positive
one, and even the players who are
looking to represent their nation are:
looking at the future with keen inter-
est and positivity. He comes with

serving Eswatini Football
‘Association (EFA) President

11. Fanelo Tsabedze (Royal |

Leopard): He has also stepped
up his game this season after
' struggling during his-early days
‘with the police side. He now
looks much more matured and
we cannot hide the fact that the
Tsabedze boys have an amaz-
ing talent.

10. Justice Figareido (Maritzburg): Explosive
pace! This youngster has everything you |
need in a modern day forward, the thun- |
derous pace, the finishing and the creativ-
ity. We can only hope that despite the lack |
of game time, he is leaming a lot from being

in the South African league when it comes

58-year-old Serbian native Kostadin

ERIGHT MAN FOR SIH

OCCER - On Tuesday, long  Adam ‘Bomber’ Mthethwa announced  Coach. The overdue appointment of
the seasoned mentor is perhaps the

Papic as the new Sihlangu seMnikati  only visible decision that the EFA has

9. Lungelo Tsabedze (Royal Leopard): He |
is one player who started this season like a
house on fire scoring goals like he did when
he was at Highlanders. This season, both him
and his brother Fanelo, have revived the ‘ter-
rible-twins' tag which was a headache for so
many leamsiin the league, as he can pass well
and his football artistry is also undoubted.

‘l 15130 3

6. Sabelo ‘Sawa’ Gamedze (Mbabane
Highlanders): ‘Sawa's' thunderous strike from
about halfway through the pitch against Egypt

proved his talent. He is still fairly young and can |

grow in this position. He is very versatile and
his talents fit into the shoes of this position,
where he can do both the dirty work and move
forward. He needs to commit himself in this

LANGU?

done inthe year 2018, and the Observer
on Saturday Sporis Desk took some
time to analyse the appointment.

7. Sizolwethu ‘Nunu’ Shabalala
(Mbabane Swallows): Mbabane

' Swallows have groomed ‘Nunu' so |

perfectly. This season, he Is out of
his shell and he has definitely leamt
a'lot from Tony ‘TT' Tsabedze and

| Wonder ‘Samba' Jive Nhieko, who

all rave about him Mbabane Swallows'
heroics in Africa have cbviously built

| him as a better player. He is also a

well groomed young man, who seems
to be the opposile of his close friend
and teammate Richard McCreesh.

8. Sandile Gamedze (Young Buffaloes)
: The dynamic army side playmakeris |
the magician in the Dominic Kunene-
led side. He can read the game well,
pass well and is also good at finishing
with both his head and feet. A complete
creative player who can fit well to Papic's |
exciting football style.

loads of experience, having worked
with several clubs in South Africa,
including Kaizer Chiefs, Chippa United,
BlackLeopards, Orlando Pirates as
wellas stints in Tanzania among oth-
ers. Anational team is, however, a
new challenge for him.
NNB FORMETION

e success of the National
TUnder—17 side in the AUSC
Region 5 games, which were
heldin Botswana, are all fruit of late
Premier League of Eswatini (PLE)
Chairman Victor Miaradona’ Gamedze's
vision when he set up the develop-
mentleagues. A couple of years later,
the youngsters have now flooded the
elite league and their talent has
emerged as the hottest in theirteams
respeclively. Papic is renowned for
his excifing philosophy. which saw
him become in South Africa
in the'mid-2000's whilst at Orlando
Pirales Here is a breakdown of young-
sterswho the coach could start build-
ing his team on.

EMATION -2-3-3

s is a system that will allow

I for the exciting football phi-
losophy. Eswatini players are

by their nature not much gifted when
it comes to height and their major
strength is on the foot-work. All the
players from the midfield are good
on the ball and can score, so this is
aformation that could work best for

the kingdom.

to attacking.

3. Mlamuli ‘Mlaba’ Msibi (Royal
Leopard): The police side left-
back has a gifted left foot and
does a lot of overlapping, but
makes sure to come back and
recover on time. He has also
risen well through the ranks as |
he has played for the National
team sides from the Under-17's,
and is currently in the Under-
23's set-up. He has claimed a
starting berth in the Police side
straight from being a familiar fig- |
ure at Vovovo as well as he made
an impactin the capital-city based |
outiit. He is young, fast, and has
\good marking and passing skills.

THE ONE-YEAR CONTRACT

is first assignment will be a;'|
\Africa Cup of Nations guai-
fier against Tunisia in February
next year and albeit the fact that
chanees of qualifying for next year's

AFCON are already non-existent
as we are currently placed bottom
of Group J with just a single point
from five qualifying matches.
However, a good result against

position and work hard on his transition.

4. Vusi Vilakati (Mbabane
Highlanders): Yet another young- *
ster who has risen through the devel-
opment ranks. He has come in the
team and claimed his place in the
‘Black Bull' and has impressed each
and every one of the hard-to-please
‘Landers' fans.

5. Sihle Mkhonta (Manzini Wanderers):
He has lots of heart. It is unfortunate that
he is at Wanderers at a time where there
isn't stability at the club hence he is not
fully getting the experience of being under
Nyanga ‘Crooks' Hlophe's mentorship
and get a sense of hard work. If he can
fully commit himself to working hard, both
in training and work on his attitude on the
pitch, which sometimes gets him booked

unnecessarily, he can be one of the best |

centre-backs of this generation.

1. Lwethu Simelane (Manzini Sundowns): With ‘Nkomishi' out, there is a talent that
is promising much better than the: error-prone Sandanezwe Mathabela and the ageing
Phephisani Msibi and Nhlanhla Gwebu. Yes, the aforementioned might have more
experience than the youngster, butit's high time we introduce new blood and no one
can doubt the talent of the Limkokwing student. They could help groom him. He has
come through the development of Manzini Sundowns under the close mentorship of
Njabuliso Simelane, this youngster is definitely destined for the stars if he continues
challenging himself. The boy has everything you need in a goalie — the game aware-
ness, he is acrobatic, he has good hands, he is quick and I'm also seeing his ball distri-

bution improving this season.

Tunisia would go a long way in moti-
vating the team going forward and
in the re-building and re-position-
ing of the team.
Leading
He will also be leading the team
in the COSAFA and CHAN four-

naments, but it still stands to be
seen whether he will start grinding
and getting all the desired results
on the 12-months because he still
needs to familiarise himself with
local football, identify his players
and then drum his philosophy.

2. Sebenele Masuku
(Tambuti): The 22-year
old has risen to promi- |
nence ever since he |
broke through into the
first-11 of the Lubomba
base side and his ball
distribution skills are |

two killer assists.

We welcome Mr Papic, and we
hope he will lead us to the Promised
Land, and save us from the embar-
rassment that our team had sunk
to where visiting fans were always
way more than the locals in match-
es we were hosting.
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By Sibusiso Masilela

OCCER - Despite seeing less

game time in the country,

Manzini Wanderers striker
Daniel Atakorah has attracted inter-
national attention.

The Ghanaian striker is on the radar
of South African first Division side
TS Galaxy where he is expected to
attend a two week assessment early

next year. The player’s agent, Alan
Kibangula confirmed the news when
contacted yesterday. “He is current-
ly in Ghana, where he is sorting out
some family issues.
Return
He will, upon his return, attend trails
at TS Galaxy in South Africa. We
will wait and see how he fares there
and then announce the next move,”
he said. Atokorah joined the Weslians
in the deadline of the previous trans-

SA TRIALS FOR
ATAKORAR

fer window from capital city giants
Mbabane Swallows, where he was
part of the squad that reached the
group stages of the 2017 Total CAF
Champions League. Atokorah could
become the third foreign player to
quit the Weslians this season after
Mike Dombo (DR Congo) and
Romanus Igidimba (Nigeria), who
are on the verge of joining Zambian
sides Mafulira Wanderers and NAPSA
Stars respectively.

Calisile, Phayo

OLEF- Youngsters Calisile
Gina and Phayo Dhlamimi
have been named the

best jupior golfers in 2018.
The duo finished on top of the
standings during the champ of
champs’ junior golf competition

ESA happy with F

By Sibusiso Diamini

WIMMING — The Eswatini

Swimming Association (ESA)

has expressed joy with the per-
formances of'the three youngsters who
participated in the 14th FINA World
Swimming Championships held in
Hangzhou, China over a week ago.

The swimmers led-by Chris Parsley
were Senamile Dlamini (15), Lungelo
Nxumalo (18) and Simanga Dlamini
(21). They are back home and they all
improved in their times. The tourna-
ment ran from December 11 to December
16.

Simanga Dlamini swam in the 50m
butterfly, and clocked 28.54 minutes
and also in the 100m where he record-
ed a 1:02:74 hours.

Senamile Dlamini swam in the 50m
and 100m freestyle, and clocked 30:88
and 1:08:54, respectively. Both times
were significant improvements on entry

WHEN DID YOU START SWIMMING: | started
swimming in Big-Bend when | was around six. My
father was h one that taught me and | fell in love
with it ever singe.

]

INA Championships team
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ACHIEVEMENT: Senamile Dlamini, Lungelo Nxumalo and

Simanga Dfamini.

are 2018’s best

Mkhaliphi who won the B and C
Division respectively.
Development coach Meshack
Zwane congratulated all the win-
ners of the day, saying he was
happy with their performance.
“We would like to congratulate
all the winners of the tounament
and we further commend the
golfers for braving the chilly

times. Lungelo swam 50m and 100m
breaststroke, which was also an improve-
ment on her entry time.

The association’s secretary Lee-Ann
Young said they are happy with the
youngsters’ performances and what they
meant for their careers moving forward.

“We are very happy with their dis-
plays and these youngsters will grow
from this. They all did their best times
and you can see that they improve each
and every time they compete and they
gain so much from competing with other
world class athletes,” she said.

; | Sun on
}%ilfgéaﬂ;?m?’m g we.at'her' to compete in the last
Gina emerged victoriousinthe junior competition. We alsoappre-
gitls A Division with 82 points, clate the support from the par-
making it three years in arow, ents whocame out in nu}l}lbers to
while Phayo walked away with  support the youngsters,
the boy’s premier category with  “We would like tothank all our
61 points. Dhlamini was a point ~ SPOnsors and Swam.land Golf
ahead, he second placed Mfundo Union (SGU) fqr ﬂ]F!n‘ commit-
Nxumalo who got 60 points. ment and contribution 'tm.vards
Other winners of the day includ-  the deve]opme_nt of golf in the
ed Sinaye Mhlanga and Naye  country,” he said.
FULLRESULTS ———
2018 male - Boy A Division B Division boys
Phayo Dhlamiri 1.Sinethemba Mhianga (36 points )
2 Mayendziwe Hiophe (35points )
2018 female- Girls A Division 3, Siphesihle Mhlanga(25points )
Calsile Gina 4 Thando Masilela(21 peints)
Lowest stroke: Calsile Gina and Blake Wiliams € Division
1, Naye Mkhaliphi(31)
Division category boys 2 Lwandise Shongwe(28)
1. Phayo Dhlamini (61 points) 3 Mongi Masuku(27)
2 Miundo Nxumalo(60 points ) 4 Sisekelo Masuku(25)
3, Blake Wiliams (55 points )
4 Qiniso Mkhonta(28 points ) Bigginners catagory(9 hole comp)
SibusisoMaphalala (28 points ) 1. Mongezi Ntombeni(34 points )
6. Lincizwe Gamedze (27points ) 2.Jordan Horton(25 poirs )
7.:Sinabo Maphalala{25points ) 3 Panashe Bukutu(23 points )
8. Mekizwe Mkhize (16 points) 4 Tinaye Bukutu(21 points )
5Kaylah Zwane (16 points )
Girls Division 6.Nikiwe Ntfombi(10 points )
1, Calsle Gina (82points )
2Viketwa Magagula (49points ) Tournament results winners
3.Chanelle Groening(40points ) 1.Brett Cutting 41 points
4, Simangaye Thwala (39points ) 2Nosimilo Kgomo
5 Siviwe Mdlui (19 points ) 3 Lwandise Matimba

ETF BEGINS WORLD CHAMPS
PREPARATIONS

AGE: 18
TEAM: Sharks

WHEN DID YOU START SWIMMING: ['ve
always been athletic, but | started swimming
when | was eight at Sifundzani Primary.

NAME: Senamile Dlamini -

AGE: 15

TEAM: Sharks _

WHEN DID YOU START SWIMMING: | started swim-
‘ming back in primary (Sifundzani), | think | was eight
if I'm not mistaken. Eversince, I've competed in local
toumaments and as f've worked hard, I've come fo
the realisation that fm actually good at it.

Badara believes youthful players will fill in Ugo void

By jongile Mua

OCCER - Tambuti Coach Alou

Badara has placed his faith in

the squad’s youthful players as

the right replacement for burly for-
ward Ohakwe ‘Ugo’ Ugochukwu.

The Nigerian players, who returned

to Tambuti at the beginning of the
season, have since found a new home
with hub giants Manzini Wanderers.

The coach said during an interview,
it was unfortunate to lose the player
but stated that there were a number
of talented players in the team to fill

the void.
“We are a team and have enough

players around the squad to play his
position. We managed to score goals
before he came and will do so even
after his departure,” he said.

Asked on the potential replacements,
the coach identified Neliso Myeni as
the perfect candidate to fill Ugo’s
boots.

“Qur leading goal scorer last sea-

By Sibusiso Masilela

AEKWONDO - The

I Eswatini Taekwondo

Federation has started

their preparations for the upcom-

ing World Championships and

the All Africa Games both setto
take place next year.

The association, under the watch-
ful eye of local technical bench
headed by Bongani Nxumalo,
has introduced a training session
where the athletes train twice a
day and will do so until next year.

The training sessions are in
preparation for the championships
slated for England and Morocco.

ETF Secretary Mbongeni

Sibandze when contacted yes-
terday, said the early training
programme was meant to keep
the team fit ahead of these major
competitions.

“The national team is already
training twice a day at St Michaels
and this is mainly to keep the
athletes fit. We are aiming for a
podium finish during the All
Africa Games. We will intensi-
fy our preparations early next
year,” he said. The ETF is also
looking to host two tournaments
next year namely; SADC invi-
tational tournament and the annu-
al Korean Ambassadors Cup
which is expected to attracted a
number of international artists
from the region.

son, Myeni is still part of the team
and fit to play. He is more than ready
for the challenge,” he said.

He, however, acknowledged the
need to add more experience to his
frontline.

“We will look at players once the
transfer window opens in January,
but we are not in a rush. I do realise
the need to bulk up the strike force to

make sure we stay competitive,” he
added.

The Nigerian front man is believed
to have penned a two-year deal with
the hub giants after spending the first
round of the on-going MTN Premier
League with the Lubormbo based side.
He does so aftera stint at recently rel-
egated MTN National First Division
side Red Lions where he spent a sea-
son before coming back to Tambuti.
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| WANT TO MAKE SWALZIS
HAPPY - NEW SIHLANGU COACH

OCCER — Newly appoint-
S ed Sihlangu mentor Kostadin
Papic has pledged to make
the nation happy during his one year
stint with the senior national team.

Interviewed on the Robert Marawa
on Thursday sports show aired by
Supersport, the Serbian born men-
tor said he would do everything in
his power to.change the misfortunes
of local football, following his
appomtmenton Tuesday afternoon.

1 am looking forward to the new
job butiit won't be casy.

Going to a small country with a
populationofabout 1.4million peo-
ple, oneineeds to select the right
kind ofplayers and be aware that it
is possibleto change or not to change
them:

“Turning the team’s misfortune
won't happen ovemight, but I am
determined to make the people from
Eswatint happy,” he said.

Papic. who is expected to lead the
squadtotheir AFCON clash against
Tunisia; said they would try and do

well during the game despite the
fact that team is already out of the
tournament.”

“Yes AFCON is over and I have
received anice message from some-
one from Eswatini saying that we
must win the match and the team
will continue to win the next ones.
[ am positive that we will start every-
thing nicely,” he said.

The former Orlando Pirates and
Kaizer Chiefs mentor’s contract
begins on January 1 2019 but he
will officially assume his duties on
January 52018.

Papic is to choose his two assis-
tants that will work with him dur-
ing his tenure as the nation’s pride
coach.

His first official assignment will
be to lead Sihlangu to win AFCON
2019 Qualifier against Tunisia.

The European mentor 1s also expect-
ed to guide the nation’s pride to the
2019 COSAFA senior challenge
and to the 2021 AFCON qualifier
set to commerce later next year.

Papic brings vast football experi-

PROMISING Newly appointed Sihlangu mentor

Kostadin Papic.

of Enugu Rangers (Nigeria), Hearts
of Oak (Ghana), Young Africans

South Africa sides such as Black
Leopards, Maritzburg United and

-ence where he has coached thelikes  (Tanzania), before his stint with ~ Chippa United.

‘Papi’, Wanderers’ Sihle out of Ingwenyama last 16

By Sabelo Gwebu

OCCER — At least 13 play-
ers from 11 different clubs,
‘both in the Premier League
and First Division will miss the last
16 round of the Ingwenyama Cup.

Among big name players nabbed
by the netorious yellow card rule
are combative Mbabane Swallows
midfielder Colani ‘Papi” Sikhondze,
dependable Manzini Wanderers
defender Sihle Mkhonta, Tambuti’s
crafty playmaker Mpendulo
‘Navigator’ Ngidi and forceful
Young Buffaloes striker Phiwa
Dlamini.

The Ingwenyama Cup will kick
start the 2019 footballing year on
the weekend of January 5-6 with
the last 16 batch of matches to be
played over five venues across the
country. While Royal Leopard will
miss influential midfielder Junior
Magagula in their game against
Wanderers, it is a double blow for
Moneni Pirates who will be with-
out captain Menzi “Magawugawu’
Simelaneand flying winger Lwazi
*Shumi’ Mamba in their clash against

We will welcome any coach- Weslians fans

Matsapha United. The duo ofhard
tackling Malanti Chiefs defender
Thembinkosi ‘Djemba’ Mayisela
and Vovovo captain Bheki ‘Djemba’
Dlamini will miss their sides’ next
two matches after receiving their
second suspensions of the season
as per the provisions of Article 6.2
ofthe 2018/19 MITN Premier League
rules and regulations.

Premier League of Eswatini (PLE)
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Simanga Nhleko confirmed the sus-
pensions.

OT: Colani ‘Papi’
Sikhondze.

@ Malanti’s ‘Djemba’, Vovovo captain Bheki Dlamini to save two match-
es after receiving second suspens:on of the season

Menzi ‘Magawugawu’
Simelane.

FULL LIST OF PLAYERS NABBED BY
YELLOW CARD RULE

Premier League

@ Thembinkosi ‘Djemba’ Mayisela (Malanti
Chiefs)

@ Bheki ‘Djemba’ Dlamini (Vovovo)

@ Bhekinkhosi Miotsa (Mbabane Citizens)
@ Mpendulo ‘Navigator' Ngidi (Tambuti)
@ Lwazi ‘Shumi' Mamba (Moneni Pirates)
@ Menzi ‘Magawugawu' Simelane (Moneni

Pirates)

@ Junior Magagula (Royal Leopard)

@ Phiwayinkhosi Dlamini (Young Buffaloes)
@ Colani Papi Skhondze (Mbabane Swallows)
@ Sihle Mkhonta (Manzini Wanderers)

First Division

© Mavi Mamba (City Warriors)

© Sethu Ngcamphalala (Madlenya)
® Lucky Gamedze (Madlenya)

© Nisiki Makhanya (Tinyosi)

INGWENYAMA CUP LAST 16 FIXTURE

Saturday (05/01/19) at King Sobhuza Stadium
Rangers  vs Swallows 3:30pm
Saturday (05/01/19) at Mayaluka Stadium

Tambuti  vs Young Buffaloes 3:30pm
Leopard  vs Wanderers 5:50pm
Saturday (05/01/19) at Nsukuwansuku Stadium
Matsapha  vs Moneni Pirates 3:30pm
Highlanders vs Vovovo 5:30pm

Sunday (06/01/19) at Somhlolo National Stadium

Citizen vs Tinyosi 2pm

1 Sundowns  vs Ubombo Flyers 4pm
Sunday (06/01/19) at Killamey
Malanti Chiefs vs Madlenya  3:30pm

By Sibusiso Diamini all we are going to do is support and take
whatever the management has agreed on and

OCCER — Manzini Wanderers fans ~ support it,” he said.
say they will support any coach picked  The chairman further urged the team’s fans
by the authorities of the team. to be panent as positive results would arise

This was said by the team’s National
Supporters Committee (NSC) Chairman
Majaivane Dlamini following rumours cir-
C‘ﬂﬂnﬂgﬂlatseasoned mentor Nyanga ‘Crooks’
Hiophe’s future is hanging by a thin thread,

with former Mbabane Swallows mentor .

Thabo ‘Koki’ Vilakati tipped as a possible

replacement.
“We as the fans do not have the power to
this is a decision

in perfect time when the team had fixed their
problems.

“Manzini Wanderers is not in its rightful
position in the log and we all want the best
for the team. But then I would like to plead
with the fans to be patient and hope for the
best. Things will get better, but only if we
work together for one common goal. Let’s
rally behind the boys as they will definitely
do better than what they did in the first round,”
he said.

By Sibusiso Diamini

OCCER — The Premier
SLeague of Eswatini (PLE)
Under-17 and Reserve
leagues will kick-off next month.
This is according to a statement
released byPLE Chief Executive
Officer (CEQ) Simanga Nhleko
yesterday, where he urged teams

“We are so happy to announce
yetanother season of these leagues
and are happy to the fact that so
much talent has been unearthed.
We would like to request teams
to conclude the registration of the
PLE Under-17 league and this
league will kick-off on the week-
end of 12 — 13 January,” he said.

“The reserve league on the other

Its Weslians vs Buffs
in next MTN Premier
League action
By Sihusiso Masilela

OCCER - Local fans should gearup
S for a humdinger when
the MTN Premier 48

League resumesnext — f8
year, as hub giants
Manzini Wanderers
will welcome title
darkhorses Young
Buffaloes.

This will be dur-
ing the week 14
round of fixtures
released by the
Premier League of
Eswatini (PLE) yes- ak
terday. % 1

The © Weslians’
will be looking to improve
in the log standing, where they are current-
ly languishing at position 12 with 12 points
while second placed Buffaloes will be hop-
ing to close the five points gap set by log
leaders Green Mamba.

Another main attraction will see defend-
ing champions Mbabane Swallows visit
Manzini Sundowns who recently got the bet-
ter of them in the first round, beating them
1-0.

Meanwhile, week 15 will see Moneni Pirates
clash with Mbabane Highlanders, a game
that ended 2-1 in favour of the Buccaneers
at the King Sobhuza I1 stadium a few weeks
ago. The 16 string of games also promises
fireworks as two giants Mbabane Swallows
and Manzini Wanderers will face offin what
is likely to be a redemption seeking clash
for the struggling “Weslians’.

Swallows got the last laugh over the Weslians
after handing the maroon and white ensem-
ble a 3-2 drubbing in the first round encounter.

Game 14

Sundowns vs Swallows
Wanderers’ vs Y .Buffaloes
Pirates vs R. Leopard
Matsapha vs G. Mamba
Vovovo vs Sea Birds
Highlanders vs Tambuti

M. Chiefs vs Citizens
Game 15

Malanti Chiefs vs Swallows

Y Buffaloes vs Matsapha United
Vovovo vs Leopard
Pirates vs Highlanders
Sundowns vs Tambuti
Green Mamba vs Sea Birds
Game 16

Citizens vs Tambuti
Highlanders vs Sea Birds
Green Mamba vs  Vovovovo
Sundowns vs Matsapha
Malanti Chiefs vs R Leopard
Pirates vs Buffaloes
Swallows vs  Wanderers

DEVELOPMENT LEAGUES KICK - OFF JANUARY

Under-17 were army side Young -
buffaloes who have bagged it for
the past three seasons whilst
Correctional Services side Green
Mamba walked away with the
Reserve league title.

The leagues have developed a
number of youngsters in the coun-
try, such as Young Buffaloes’
Lindani ‘Rio’ Matsenjwa, on form

to register their players before the  hand will kick-off on the week- Mbabane Swallows midfielder
games commence. end of 19 —20 January, and play-  Sizolwethu ‘Nunu® Shabalala zfnd

He stated that only playersborn ers registered should be born on Richard McCreesh, ‘alongSIde
before 01 January can register for ~ or after January - 1999,” he said. ~ Vovovo's Leon Manyisa to name
U-17 league. Last season’s champions of the  just a few.




\ IF SPORT IS YOUR BIBLE, THEN WE'RE YOUR CHURCH

1430 Arsenal vs  Bumley

~ 17:00 Boumemouth vs  Brighton

gg Chelsea vs  Leicester

. N H“mw w snﬁﬂ'] amm--n

1700 ManCy v  Crystal Palace

1700 Newcastle vs  Fulham

1700 WestHam  vs  Watford |

1930 CandffCly vs  Manchester United

CAF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

1500 VipersSC  vs  CSConstantine

1500 ‘Sundowns  vs  ARAhly Benghazi

1500 FCPlatium vs  ASOtoho

15:00 ZESCO s TP Mazembe . ooty
1600 AficanStars vs  Oriando Pirates acknowledges results won't hap-
1630 CoonSpot vs  lsmail : : 1. il
600 ASCdareal 15 Witad At pen overnight but is determined

to change the team’s fortunes

R ———
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OUT:OVER 10
'PREMIER LEAGUE
STARS TO MISS
'INGWENYAMA CUP

CALISILE, PHAYO
JUNIOR

ON THE GREENS:

NAMED THE BEST
GOLFERS
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YELLO: PREMIER
LEAGUE SECOND
MASTER FIXTURE
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Table-topping Wits pull clear of Pirates

Pl — _—:_._'r_-'—_-*"‘:i;

Wanderers sack Nyanga

. ' . By Sibusiso Masilela “We have since terminated the con-

OHANNESBURG - ABSA  saved by Daniel Akpei, but he slot-  ing Jabulani Shongwe apd Kurt tract between Wanderers and the

Premiership leaders Bidvest ted home the rebound. Lentjies in the final 20 minutes as OCCER - The ‘marriage’ coach on mutual consent, We are

Wits moved three pointsclear ~ The Chilli Boys tried to claw their  he looked to add more bodies in the S between hub giants Manzini  however, still to engage the coach

of Orlando Pirates with a 2-O victo-  way back into the encounter, butthey ~ middle of the park. ‘ Wanderers and Head Coach  where the contractual obligations are

ry over Chippa United at the Bidvest  were unable to carve out another ~ Despite the fresh legs introduced Nyanga ‘Crooks’ Hlophe hasended.  concerned but this is the situation
Stadium yesterday night. opening as Wits were resolute in by the visitors, the Clever Boys con- The two parties parted ways yester-  fight now,” he said.

The Clever Boys looked lively in ~ defence. The hosts thought they  tinued to dominate and they nearly ?ﬂ}’.aﬁet; serious deliberations fol-  He said they are still to meet as a
the early stages of the encounter, should have had a second penalty bagged athin'i goal in the 82nd mmute owfl‘gfm ¢ team st ll:nnﬁ%r%sswe team and discuss the way forw?rd
with Terrence Dzvukamanja and just before the break when Zita  when Akpeyi was forced to top Elias {’;’gu& AUCEHRIEE a%::,a“r']‘;at would happen going
Lehiohonolo Majoro Majoro going  Macheke appg:aredto have handled ~ Pelembe's over the cr?ms?ban i The maroon and white side e T
close to scoring in the opening 15  in the box, but the referee waved  Chippadidhaveac ce to bag have finisked the leagio firet s decisi p
minutes of the clash. away the appeal. Wits should have ~ consolation with three minutes but rondinE n o e nlﬁgll(:? when con-

Chippa, meanwhile, were no - doubled in the opening stages ofthe  Puleng Tlolane failed to steer his vol- positionon the log stand- i : }L e accep.t e _

: : : : e deci-
pushovers and managed a couple  second half, Dzvukamanja squan-  ley on target, while Darren Keet }]71'0- ings with a meager 12 sion by the team’s direc-
forays forward, with Mark Mayambela ~ dered two gol@en chanees inside the duceq a fine save to deny Rhulani points in 13 games | o S e
causing a couple problems in the opening 10 minutes of the stanza. Manzini moments later. played. ? to be taken by author-
opposing final third. The second goal eventually arrived ~ Nevertheless, Wits held on for the Wanderers CEO Pat | P iics ineny team iftary

With 28 minutes played, Gavin for Wits just after the hour mark, victory and clean sheet to move three Mahlalela confirmed feel the need to do so.”

Fiunt's charges were handed apenal-  with Thabang Monare finding the  points of the Buccancers, while Chippa the developments yes- 'he said.

ty when Dzvukamanja was deemed ~ back of the net with a superb free- extend their winless run to eight terday, saying they had SACHEDI

to have been brought down in the  kick from 20-yards out. matches in the league. agreed with the bClOHCh to i 4 yanga
box. Majoro's penalty was initially ~ Joel Masutha responded by throw- Soccer Laduma part ways amicably. rooks’ Hlophe
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