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By Lungelo Nkambule
Mbabune

. MBABANE-As part of their pro-

gramme to educate the nation on
epilepsy, the Swaziland Epilepsy

. Organization (SEO) yesterday hon-

oured an invite by the prime minis-
ter’s office to promiote epilepsy aware-
ness amongst its staff.

The prime minister’s office offer a

. wellness program in an effort to pro-

mote employee health and productiv-
ity and reduce health related costs.
The topic of discussion on the day

. was ‘Epilepsy and the workplace.’

Across the world, over 50 million
people suffer from epilepsy, a condi-
tion too often misunderstood.

Speaking at the meeting, the National
Director of the organisation, Mbusomuni

ROUND TABLE: The National Director of the Swaziland
Epilepsy Organisation (SEO) Mbusomuni Mahlalela making
his presentation while the staff of the prime minister’s office
listen attentively. (Pic: Lungelo Nkambule)

Mahlalela pointed out that having epilep-

sy does not necessarily stop someone

from doing the job they want, but
it simply means there are some
conditions which can affect them
at work.

“Whether someone’s epilepsy
affects their work depends on
whether they have seizures, what
their seizures are like and how
often they happen.

Work

“It also depends on the type of
‘work they-do. and any risks that
having seizures at work might
bring,” he said.

The Swaziland Occupational
Safety and Health Act, 2001 states
that employers are responsible for
making sure that all their employ-
ees are safe at work and are pro-
tected from possible dangers to
their health.

In this regard, therefore, employ-
ees are encouraged to disclose their
epilepsy to the employer.

In turn, employers are expected |

|

to make reasonable adjustments |
to the work or environment foran |

employee with epilepsy.
Aware

The staff members were made |
aware by the different presenters |
from the organisation that employ- |
ers cannot legally refuse to give |
people with epilepsy a job just |

because of their condition.

However, they need to consid- |

er their epilepsy and what the job

involves, to ensure their safety and |

that of other employees.
Ideas

The SEO also highlighted how |
employers can accommodate ideas |

of cognitive impairment associ- |

ated with epilepsy and ideas of |

sensory impairment associated

with seizures as well how fellow !

employees can help a colleague |

when they have a seizure.

EX-MINISTER HLOBI IN COURT
OVER BANXER'S SACKING

Stories by Phesheya Kunene
Industrial Court

FORMER minister Hlobisile Ndlovu
allegedly submitted a voucher with-
out a signature when she sent some-
one to withdraw money on her behalf.

This transpired in court yesterday in
an industrial matter between the Swaziland
Building Society (SBS) and its former
employee Seth Nkambule.

Ndlovu was leading evidence as she
appeared as a witness before Judge
Dumsani Mazibuko at the Industrial
Court. '

While being cross-examined by Happy
Mkhabela of Mkhabela attorneys, who
are representing Nkambule, Ndlovu
was informed that the voucher her per-
sonal assistant submitted at Swaziland
Building Society was without her sig-
nature and she was also without a pass
book.

Mkhabela told the court these sub-
missions were also mentioned by the
applicant in court.

However, Ndlovu dismissed them by
saying she had signed the voucher and
that she had done transactions before
at the same institution without being
asked to produce a pass book.

Ndlovu said the incident left her dis-
appointed as she was desperate for the
withdrawal. She said she even left her
office and went to plead with the bank
officer because she needed to withdraw
E3 500 urgently.

This incident unfolded in May 11,
2009 at the Mbabane branch of Swaziland
Building Society.

Nkambule acted as Branch Controller
at the time and he was later fired for
failure to follow fair and reasonable
instructions of the employer.

Ndlovu further told the court she had
an agreement with the institution to con-
duct her transactions without produc-
ing her pass book or identity card.

She said the incident disappointed her
and made her take the decision to close
her account at SBS.

“I did not mean to cause controversy
but I closed it because I knew it would
happen again hence I decided to close
it and take my resources elsewhere. The
ipcidm motivated my decision as the

@ Ndlovu further told the court she had an agree-
ment with the institution to conduct her transactions
without producing her pass book or identity card. She
said the incident disappointed her and made her take
the decision to close her account at SBS

' NEVER AGAIN: |
Former Minister 8
HIob:s:Ie Ndlovu.

I learnt my lesson - Hlobi

THE former minister told the court
she learnt the hard way that hav-
ing written agreements was vital
when dealing with banks.

She said she would now make sure
everything is written down each time
she enters into an agreement.

She said she did not wish for things
to happen the way they did. She said
she was only desperate to withdraw
money.

Ndlovu further told the court she

promise I was given was not being ful-
filled on this particular day,” she added.

Ndlovu also revealed that the male
official she dealt with was cold and a
man of one word.

She said he insisted that she should
provide the required documents before
the withdrawal could be processed.

“It was difficult to negotiate with him
as he looked straight into my eyes and
told me I should follow the process. I
could not withdraw the money on that
particular day,” she said.

It is worth mentioning Ndlovu told
the court she does not recall everything
that transpired during the incident.

She told the court they held a civil
conversation with the applicant.

informally complained about the poor
service she was given to one of SBS
managers, but outside the institution
and she was advised to write a for-
mal letter.

She told the court she does not remem-
ber if she did write the letter.

Ndlovu said when she opened the
account she wanted to buy a house
but due to the experience she decid-
ed to close the account and move her
money to another institution.

Mikhabela then asked Ndlovu to pro-
duce the documents of the arrangement
she had with Swaziland Building Society
but the witness told the court there was
none.

Mkhabela further asked if the institu-
tion used the set of rules availed for all
clients when dealing with this particu-
lar case. Ndlovu said she was not aware
as the arrangement strictly concerned
her, not other clients.

She further said she did not know the
rules of SBS. The two lawyers, Musa
Sibandze, representing SBS and Happy
Mkhabela, representing the applicant,
asked for two weeks to finalise their
written submissions. The court will
then pass its judgement.

Govt hails
on ALMA c

By Mbono Mdluli
Mbabane

His MaJesty
nairmanship

Déby Itno as Chair of ALMA.
The announcement came at the

GOVERNMENT has hailed His
Majesty King Mswati I1I for his
new role as Chairman of the
Affrican I eaders Malaria Alliance
(ALMA).

Govemment Spokesperson Percy
Simelane said this was a huge and
befitting responsibility that the king
has been entrusted with by African
leaders.

“Qur position as a country is that

this is more than an honour, but a
responsibility as well,” Simelane
said. He, however, stated that the
country had so much faith in His
Majesty and had no doubt that he
would serve diligently in this posi-
tion.

“We believe unflinchingly in the
capabilities of His Majesty the King
to serve diligently as he did when
he was the chairman of the Preferential
Trade Area (PTA), which is now
COMESA,” he said.

His Majesty is assuming such a
position at a time when Swaziland
is recognised for its fight against
malaria. The country wants to elim-
inate this disease by 2020. Simelane,
on that note, said the African Union
(AU) stated in no uncertain terms
that Swaziland was recognised for
a sterling performance in the fight
against malaria.

The King assumed this position
on Monday during the 28th African

Union Summit, which was held in
Addis Ababa in Ethiopia. The Chair-
manship was assumed by Prime
Minister Dr. Sibusiso Dlamini, who
went there as the King’s represen=
tative. His Majesty King Mswati
III succeedes Chad President Idriss

ALMA Head of State and
Government. ALMA presented its
2017 ALMA Awards for Excellence.
Swaziland was one of seven coun-
tries recognised for significant
achievements in malaria control
and elimination over the last five
years. Swaziland is one of three
Southermn Aftican countries on track
to eliminate malaria by 2020, accord-
ing to the World Health Organisation
(WHO). The Kingdom of Swaziland

has made significant progress in

scaling-up malaria control nter-
ventions, leading to a significant
reduction in malaria cases in

Swaziland. The Kingdom of

Swaziland was the first country in

Aftica to introduce a malaria elim-

ination scorecard to enhance track-

ing, accountability and action towards
malaria elimination. WHO esti-
mates that the country decreased
malaria incidence and malaria mor-
tality by more than 40 per cent
between 2010 and 2015. Swaziland
also reduced its reported number
of malaria cases to 157, with five
malaria-related deaths in 2015.

Swaziland is among Aftrica’s lead-
ers in terms of the proportion of
the population protected with indoor
residual spraying, with a reported
coverage rate of 97 per cent.
Swaziland has also implement-

ed a comprehensive surveillance
strategy as part of'its national con-

trol program. The Kingdom of
Swaziland is chairing the Elimination

8 initiative (E®), which is working

to strengthen regional coordination

in order to achieve elimination in

each of the E8 member countries

and reduce cross-border malaria
transmission.

ABOUT ALMA

FOUNDED in 2009, ALMA is a ground-
breaking coalition of African Heads of
State and Govemment working across the
Kingdom of Swaziland and regional bor-
ders to achieve a malaria-free Africa by
2030.

All African Union member countries are
members of ALMA. The ALMA Scorecard
for Accountability & Action is an important

tool, which tracks progress and drives
action.

The ALMA Awards for Excellence cele-
brate exemplary leadership in malaria
conrol and elimination efforts. The
Awards are chosen by an independent
selection committee comprised of leaders
and experts in the areas of health, acade-
mia and the private sector.
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LAWYER DUMPS

JUDGE MPENDULO

@ Honourable Chief Justice and Commissioners, may |

mform you that | have just received a faxed message from
| Judge S!melane s lawyer who informed me that he has
' since withdrawn his services as his legal representative

NaTionaL NEWS I
HIV+ taxi man-granted E15 000 bail

A taxi driver filed an urgent appli-
cation at the High Court where he
sought to be admitted to bail since
he is a sickly person and under
Anti Retroviral Treatment (ART).
*Mabhadi Nyawo stated that the
matter is of utmost urgency by virtue
of the fact that he is a sickly person
who isunder ART and is employed
as a taxi driver, hence his continued
ncarceration may render him unem-

on his way. While they were parked
at the bus stop, a police vehicle
approached and he was ordered to
stop his vehicle and two of the three
men he was with bolted out from the
car leaving him with only one and
that was when the police arrested
them. Upon searching his vehicle
the police found the three dagga bags
and was advised that they had been
arrested for being in illegal posses-

ployed and the fact that his liberty
and freedom is at stake.

Nyawo together with Mduduzi
Cedusizi Mdluli are currently on
remand and kept at Zakhele Remand
Centre. and employed as a taxi driver and

The two were arrested for being  stand to lose my job, my condition

found in possession of 43.059 kilo-  will worsen because of the condi-
grammes of dagga while at LaMgabhi  tions the cells at the remand are in,
area near Bhunya. my life is at great risk and I do not
Nyawo yesterday filed the urgent have a spare one,” he submitted.
application before High Court Judge ~ He further stated that he is a Swazi
Justice Mzwandile Fakudze. citizen with deep emotional and fam-
According to Nyawo, on or about iy roots in the country and under-

sion of dagga.
“Itis my submission that my con-
finued incarceration has Senous Teper-
cussions to me as I am a sickly per-
son who is unde retroviral treatment

for the hearing, that initiator Jele stood
up and informed them of the latest
developments. Jele informed the com-
/' mission that he received a faxed mes-
sage at about 9:45am yesterday, exact-
ly 15 minutes before the commission
could sit from Judge Simelane’s lawyer
Sipho Simelane, to the effect that he
was effectively withdrawing his ser-
vices as the judge’s legal representa-
tive.

COVER STORY |

Stories by Sandile Nkambule
High Court

DUMPED: Suspended Judge
Mpendulo Simelane.

is the Chairman of the JSC asked Judge

“Simelane if he could shed some light
on the position as regards his legal rep-
resentation.

Judge Simelane confirmed that he
too received a call from his attorney
yesterday morning informing him of
his move of withdrawing his services.

Such a withdrawal come at a critical

IN a rather shocking move, sus-
pended High Court Judge Mpendulo
Simelane could not believe it when
his lawyer dumped him 15 minutes
before the Judicial Service Commission

Message
(JSC) could sit for his inquiry yes-

“Honourable Chief Justice and

terday. Commissioners, may I informyouthat ~ stage as the initiator had already parad- January 22 2017, he together with  took not to demean himself in any
With both Judge Mpendulo andthe I have just received a faxed message  ed his witnesses and had closed his Mdluli, were arrested by the Royal  manner prejudicial to the interest of
initiator lawyer Zweli Jele not aware  from Judge Simelane’s lawyer who ~ case. Swaziland Police (RSP) based at justice. e
of the latest developments, they sat informed me that he has since with- ~ Simelane had indicated before the Bhunya for contravening the Pharmacy  Appearing for the app ficautinithe
inside the conference room wherethe ~ drawn his services as his legal repre-  last adjournment that he would lead sy the?r appeared atthe Manzini  urgent bail application was Lawyer
impeachment proceedings take place ~ sentative,” Jele said much to the shock  Judge Mpendulo from the witness stand M\;{g}llsn'ateaid(ljlourt T
waiting for the JSC to start the day’s  of the commission and those present and further parade his witnesses, a DipicnRgRking hele t"xrst e :
proceedings. atthehenin e st Tt os T S el et appearance, Nyawo.saxd they were Judge Fakudze admitted Nyawo
Bt Ay DO mg that was expected (0/have been advised by the magistrate to move to bail fixed at E15 000.

It was not until the commission arrived  the Chief Justice Bheki Maphalala who

Judge Simelane to

conduct own defense

WHEN called upon by the Chief Justice
to shed some light on his next possible

done during yesterday’s hearing.

CJ castigates lawyer Sipho
Simelane for his conduct

their application at the High Court
since the Magistrate’s Court had no
jurisdiction to grant same.

“We wish to submit that we did not
commit the offence alleged and also
we were cooperative with the Police

investigation and during trial we will

He was ordered to pay E3 000 in
cash while the rest will be in a form
of surety. Nyawo together with his
co- accused Mduduzi Cedusizi Mdluli
both aged 24 and 23 respectively are
charged with contravening Section

12(1) () as read with Section 12(1)

move following the latest developments,
suspended High Court Judge Mpendulo
Simelane said he will now conduct his own
defence in the impeachment proceedings.

Simelane said he was not aware that his
lawyer Sipho Simelane had withdrawn his
services, at least not until the surprise call,
15 minutes before the hearing could resume
yesterday morning.

Judge Simelane informed the commission
that he now has no choice but to represent
himself in the proceedings.

“Honourable Chief Justice, I have failed to
secure legal services locally, I will now con-
duct my own defence in the matter, I even
had problem before securing Simelane’s ser-
vices, as for his withdrawal, I am not sure
why he did so,” Judge Simelane submitted.

The withdrawal of lawyer Simelane came
at a critical state where he (lawyer) had indi-
cated last Wednesday before the commis-

| sion adjourned that he will put his client

(Judge Simelane) to the stand, and further
parade witnesses.

Determined to continue without his lawyer
yesterday, Judge Simelane told the Commission
that they should proceed since he had no
choice and was ready.

However, the Chief Justice indicated that
it would not be proper and for the interest of
justice, they would accord Judge Simelane
an opportunity to secure the services of an
attorney, or prepare himself in the event he
eventually conducts his own defence.

“Honourable Chief Justice, |
have failed to secure legal ser-

vices locally, | will now conduct

my own defence in the matter,
| even had a problem before

securing Simelane’s services, as

for his withdrawal, | am not
sure why he did so”

t'aa

WITH Judge Mpendulo
Simelane’s Lawyer dumping
him 15 minutes before the
Commission could sit yesterday,
the Chief Justice Bheki Maphalala
castigated Sipho Simelane for
his conduct.

The Chief Justice who is the
Chairman of the Judicial Service
Commission, said for lawyer
Simelane to communicate with his
client within the dying minutes of
the start of the impeachment pro-
ceedings, is nothing but unbe-
coming to say the least.

“Mr Jele please call him and
inform him that he should report
here within an hour, the conduct

by Simelane (lawyer) is worrying,

Mr Simelane (Judge) I will cal\
him and express my concern in the
manner he handled himself,” the
CJ said.

This was after the commission
had advised Judge Simelane that
the matter would be postponed to

next Tuesday to allow him time to
seek the services of an attorney or
prepare himself, a thing that was
done for the interest of justice.
Lawyer Simelane had already
argued the matter and was ready
to put Judge Simelane on the stand
and further parade other witness-
es when he suddenly withdrew his

Services.

JUDGE Mpendulo Simelane is charged with
abuse of office in presiding over the matter
of former Chief Justice Michael Ramodibedi
vs the Swaziland Revenue Authority
(SRA) and another, High Court case num-
ber 785 of 2013.

Justice Mpendulo Simeon Simelane is guilty
of serious misbehaviour in that contrary to
the integrity expected of a judicial officer, he
knowingly and willfully presided over the
matterinvolving the former CJ Ramodibedi
vs the SRA, knowing fully well that he was
precluded from presiding over the matter
" by virtue of the fact that he was conflicted

e ——————————

inthat he had in his capacity as regjstrar of |
the High Court, made both oral and written
representations to the SRA and its officials
on behalf of the Ramodibedi on the same
matter prior to the institution of the court pro-
ceedings.

By presiding over the matter, Justioe Mpendulo |

Simelane acted ina manner contrary to his
oath of office and with the sole intention of
securing ajudgmentin favour of the Ramodbed.
This represented an act of abuse of office,
which is serious misbehavour within the con-
templation of Section 158 (2) of the consti-
tution of the Kingdom of Swaziland.

|
|

.

JUDGE MPENDULO'S CHARGE SHEET |

{

§
{
)

maintain our plea of not guilty, Iwish  (c) of the Pharmacy Act 3% of 1929

to state that 1 did not commit the  as amended.
offence,” he said. They are alleged to have while at
He further stated in his affidavit LaMgabhi area, acting jointly in fur-

that on the afternoon of the day of  therance of a common purpose and
their arrest, he received a call from  not being a holder of a permit or

a certain man while at Luve who said

he was Sitiso and requested for taxi
services as he together with his friend
wanted to be picked up at Bhunya.
He said he eventually found the three
men at Bhunya, all of whom were
carrying three bags with each of them
carrying his. However, along the
way, one of the men received a phone
call and they later asked to be dropped
off near the bus stop since the per-
son who was to later pick them was

licence to possess dagga, did wrong-

fully and intentionally possess 43
.059 kilogrammes of a poison or a
potentially harmful drug while dri-
ving an orange Honda Fit registered
ASD 179 CM. By the time this report
was compiled yesterday afternoon
it could not be ascertained whether
the two had paid the bail or not.

NB; *Not his real name to protect
family members from being stig-
matised because of his status.

NATICHEM (pty) LTD

WHOLESALERS OF HIGH QUALITY CLEANING CHEMICALS

1L Petrolium Jelly................
1L White Oil................
200m| Black Shoe Polis
1L Tyre polish,liquid.....
5L Biack Tyre polish,liquid...
1L Dashboard Cleaner...................
5L Wash and Wax Car Shampoo...
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Raw Materials
Sulphonic acid, CDE, Sless 70%, Pine Oil, Caustic soda, Propanol,
Adogen, N-9 Ammonia, Formalin, Sasol wax, Kulu, Perfumes

Also availabie in 1 litre, 5 litres and refills.
Terms: Cash and Carry.

Tel: 2505 3120 / 7604 0013
P.O. Box 1075, Matsapha, Swaziland.
Sedco Estate Manzini

50ml Inkjet cartridge Refill ink E85.00 |

IMPORTANT: :
For Re-usahle Cartridges ie: Run Dry Cartridges ONLY
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By Lungelo Nkambule
Mbabane

A 41-year-old man stared death in the face
when the car he was driving was dragged
by a truck. i

Dumsani Magagula was on his way to Nkoyoyo
from Ngwenya to get chicken feed when the
car he was driving was dragged by a truck he
was trying to overtake on the curvy MR3 road.

The visibly shaken Magagula said he had just
finished overtaking an ambulance when he saw
a truck right in front of him.

“I'had just finished overtaking an ambulance
then just around the corner, there was a truck
on the slow lane,” he said. Magagula said when
he was about two metres away, he realised that
the truck was moving onto his lane and he tried

AN SURVIVES
15 DRAGGED BY TRUCK

to apply breaks. “When I tried to slow down,
I lost control of my car as it bounced off the
guard rail before hitting the truck which was
almost completely on my lane,” he narrated.

SEC
Swaziland
Electricity
Company

SWAZILAND ELECTRICITY
COMPANY (SEC)

wwnw.sec.co.s2 Toll Free: 800 9000

Energy for the Future

VACANCY
EMPLOYEE RELATIONS & WELLNESS MANAGER

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the above-mentioned position
which reports to the General Manager Corporate Services.

QUALIFICATIONS:

= Bachelors' Degree in Industrial Relations, Human Resources or Industrial Psychology.
* Postgraduate qualification would be an added advantage.

EQUIRED E:

= Atleast5 years'experience in a dynamic, diverse, and unionized environment.
* Knowledge and understanding of all legistation goveming employment: IR Act, Employment
Act, Occupational Health and Safety Act and the Wages Act.

Al IBUTES AND P

Relationship management

Excellent negotiation and influencing skills

Pro-activity

Be objective and assertive

Agent for change

Handling of confidential information
Excellent communication skills
Presentation skills

Computer skills

IES:

Demonstrable working knowledge of employment law:

MAIN FUNCTION OF THE JOB:

« Employee Relations & Wellness Manager is the liaison between employer and employee
in overseeing employee relations and employee weilness functions for a harmonious IR

climate.

« Ensures the effective handling and or guiding of employee concerns.

Magagula said he then noticed something
on the truck had hooked onto his car and he
was being dragged. The truck driver on the
other hand, blamed Magagula for the acci-
dent. Allen Nxumalo attributed the accident
to over speeding by Magagula.

“One minute there were three cars overtak-
ing, so when they had overtaken me I decid-
ed to overtake another car in front of me,” he
said.

He said when he was in the process of mov-
ing onto the fast lane, Magagula came at full
speed and by then it was too late for him to
2o back to the slow lane.

“When he tried slowing down, he lost con-
trol and bumped into me,” he said.

Constable Jerry Magongo who was found
at the scene said they were yet to investigate
the accident.

“It was a combination of driving at a speed
and negligence. However, we are still going
to investigate,” he said.

He suspected the truck driver didn’t check
his mirrors as much as he should have while
Magagula was speeding.

SWAZISPA HOLDINGS LIMITED

b

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION
OF INTEREST

FOR:
DAILY SUPPLY OF FRUITS
AND VEGETABLEG

Swazispa Holdings Limited invites registered fruits and
vegetables suppliers to submit their proposals for the supply of
high quality fruits and vegetables to both our Royal Swazi and
Lugogo Sun establishments. The sought vendor should meet the

following criteria:

» Oversees and quality assures the disciplinary and or legal action necessary in compliance
to company policies whilst continuously ensuring a harmonious Industrial Relations climate.

» Capable of delivering within 12 hours of receiving
electronic order

» Must follow the cold chain management principles
(refrigerated truck a must have)

> Fully registered with the Registrar of Companies and Tax
compliant

> Preferably have a warehouse in Swaziland

KEY DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

Advisory to managementand employees on all Industrial Relation policies and procedures.
Ensure full adh Y ici
e gez:?fdeet?n tg’g ;f.\évé?nsung ag and company policies and procedures
LEjn'sur?Nlia"e:st practice 'andlsognd IR practice within the company.

aise company legal advisory and relevant external ; Stria
Courtissues, CMAC pending, ongcgying and outstanding case':sx.)d oo Mo .
Coordinate and facilitate engagement fora with organized labor formations
Design and ensure delivery of effective holistic employee weliness offering
Manage and promote positive employee wellness culture

APPLICATIONS:

Written applications submitted on_or before the 7"_February 2017, together with
comprehensive Curriculum Vitae, proof of academic qualifications and relevant recent

references should be e-mailed to: careers@sec.co.sz or addressed {o:

The General Manager Corporate Services
Swaziland Electricity Company

-POBox 258,
Mbabane, H100

Should you meet this criteria, please send through; a cover
letter addressing the above points, attach relevant backup
documents, your current price list and contact details to the
Procurement Office before Friday, 3 February 2017 @13h00.

Furthfer discussions shall be held with the potential preferred
supplier, and shoul_d You not receive feedback within 2 weeks of
the due date, consider Your application unsuccessful.

If you have not received any feedback within one month of the closing date, please
consider your application unsuccessful.

For further d?tails contact Mndeni Shabangu at +268 2416 5360
or e-mail: mndeni.shabangu®suninternational.com -

¥ Swaziland Eleciricty Company | B #SECseazifond | 8 TOLL-FREE 800 Suga
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Nolwazi
Ndzinisa
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WINNERS: Mafutseni Indvuna Yenkundla Tsotsho pos-

GIVING INSTRUCTIONS: Senior Officer in charge of the

Manzini Region recruitment, Jeffrey Simelane announc- smiling as she
ing with the area's winners in the USDF recruitment ing the two winners for the Mafutseni Inkhundla. outdid all the
Nolwazi Ndzinisa and Mhlanganiso Makhubela at the : : : s army jobs :
constituency yesterday. (Pics: Simon Shabangu) hopefuls at her

Inkhundla.

DREAM
SHUTTERED:
One of the
aspiring sol-
diersina
state of dis-
| appointment
as she did e e
/| not makeitto | _ s RN, Lo e |2 ae
| the top. LADIES FIRST: Some of the job hopefuls who however
did not make it to the top.

TAKING ORDERS: Hopefuls taking
instructions from one of the offi-
cers during the operation.

2 o

Swaziland Standards Authority is a Category A Public Enterprise, established by the Standards and
Quality Act No.10 of 2003. The Authority was established to provide standardization and quality
services to both the public and private sector. The Swaziland Standards Authority (SWASA) invites
sealed proposals for:

i Request for Proposal Tender No. 12 of 2016/17 - Corporate Governance Training for Council and
i Management

i interested tenderers meeting the eligibility requirements and qualifications criteria stated in the
i tender documents, can obtain The 'Request for Proposals ‘document from the reception area of the
{ offices of the Swaziland Standards Authority, which is situated at the 2nd Floor Smithco Building,

King Mswati 111 Avenue, Matsapha. Tenderers are advised to pay E300.00 through the Accounts
Office.

I The following should be attached to the tenders:

Let WesBank get you started with flexible P

i * Valid Copy of Trading License
veh i C' e ﬁ nance SOI utio ns.. \ ¢ Valid current Tax Clearance Certificate
: : e Certificate of Incorporation and Form ) (Stamped by the Registrar of Companies)
Whatever your new year's resolutions are, WesBank will get you started on e Labou li i i
- our Compliance Certificate (with the approved signatures)
the right foot. Whether you ave looking at having a more active lifestyle, or

® SNPF Compliance Certificate

exploting the great outdoors, you need the right set of wheels to get you * SRARegistrationand TIN

i Completed tenders should be delivered in a sealed envelope before close of business on the 10
m y ) e . -
An Il] for mdnyaﬂy!nlm\sem hours. February 2017 to the:

Call WesBank today at 2404 4486 to find out more.

WesBank
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VETERAN GOUNCILLOR
MVILA ELEGTED
NEW SITEKI MAYOR

MARATHON RUNNERS OUTSHINE 13 OTHER HOPEFULS

will embark well on the journey that |

{
§

By Samukelisiwe Ginindza

Mafutseni

. TWO Mafutseni Inkhundia youths
| outshone 13 other hopefuls to win

top spots during the ongoing Umbutfo
Swaziland Defence Force (USDF)

ok tually held the by-elections yes-
By Wonderboy Dlamini terda};/. Dlamini’sy name was syub- | regional recruitment exercise.
Siteki mitted together with thatof Ward | The two,Nolwazi Ndzinisa and
Two Councillor Mzobanzi Dlamini | Mhlangano Makhubela are both marathon
OUTSPOKEN and well-known  who is also an attorney. ‘; runners specialising in 10km and 21km
Councillor Mvila Dlamini who  However, moments before the f respectively.
i

sometimes refers to himself as
‘Mugabe’ has been elected as
the new Mayor of Siteki town.

Dlamini, who is Ward Three
Councilor, has replaced Norman

voting process, the latter announced
his withdrawal from the race which
handed Dlamini (Mvila) victory.

Dlamini, who is also the eldest
member-of the council, has served

Makhubela, who is also a security
guard, said he has always loved the
army and wished to join the force as
a soldier.“I am happy to have made
the cut because even though I am famil-
iar with long distance running, it is not

{ easy to finish that distance at the time

According to USDF Public Relations
Officer Madoda Mkhatjwa, the time
set to complete the 3.2km distance was

{ 11 to 14 minutes, followed by push-

| ups and sit-ups. It was a sorry sight for

i the remaining hopefuls when the two

all keen to join the army.

Mkhatjwa further revealed that the
two and all the others who are still to
be recruited have other trainings they
still have to undergo.

“This was the first stage of training,
they still have to go under medical
check-up and other physical fitness
training, which in most cases is where
most fail but we are hopeful that all
those who have passed the first stage

awaits them and probably only drop

out because of their own willingness,” |

Madoda said.

There will only be two (male and |
female) recruits from each of the 16
Manzini Tinkhundlas and the last recruit-

ment was in 2013.

People came in their numbers at |
Mafutseni but most only came to be |

spectators than participants. There were

also emergency medical officers on |

standby to attend to those who would

encounter problems including faint- |

ing. “We are lucky that the sun was

not that hot, so we were able to all fin-
ish the race without anyone fainting,” |

one of the participants said.
Indvuna Yenkhundlo Bandile Tshotsho

applauded the youth who came forth |
as they did not only make the fnkhundla |
proud but also showed dedication and |

desire to join the army. \

¥

“They showed respect to their elders,\
which is something we Swazis are |

known for, that is a good sign for good
things that a yet to follow them, every-
where they go,” Tshotsho said.

Sigwane who was as a councillor for

voted out of office the past 25 years (in | y :
in December. It HOWGVGI; five consecutive et Makhubela said.
wasreported that § moments before | temms), andthissaw |

comcillorspassed § the votin him preferringtobe |

avoteofnocon- § process, tne lat- calledas ‘Mugabe’ = |

fidence against i ter announced during his jovial |

Sigwane after i his withdrawal moments.

accusing him of _fl'om the race Town Clerk

being unprofes- Wthh handed Sithembile Simelane

sional whenhan- i Dlamini (Mvila)

dlingintemal mat- l§ Victory. election to the post

ters. of mayor. Itis worth

mentioning, how-

ever, that Dlamini will
only hold office for the next three
months as the local government
is expected to conduct national
elections upon the end of gov-
ernment’s calendar.

-

TECHNOSERVE

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS TO POVERTY

; VACANCY ‘

TechnoServe (www.technoserve.org) works with enterprising people in the developing world to build
competitive farms, businesses and industries. We are a catalyst and partner for transformative, on the
ground, market based solutions to poverty.. We seek to hire highly experienced, committed and
passionate staff with the relevant expertise to deliver on our current programs.

This was after
Sigwane walked
out of a meeting when councillors
were seeking clarity on some issues
regarding the funding of projects.

Following a number of post-
ponements, the councillors even-

AGRIBUSINESS ADVISCR AND HORTICULTURE SPECIALIST

Primary purpose of the position: The incumbent will provideagribusiness and horticulture training to
farmers in rural Swaziland and link those farmers to lucrative and sustainable markets.The successful
candidate will also provide business skills and financial literacy training to motivated community
members of select chiefdoms.

She/he will assist TechnoServe contracted consultants to undertake value chain analyses to develop and
update Industry Strategic Plans (ISPs) and present these to various stakeholders as necessary.
Qualifications: 3 - 6 years of relevant agribusiness experience; A degree in one of the following fields
(agriculture, agricultural economics, agronomy, horticulture, soil science); Proficiency in Microsoft Office
suite; Fluency in English and siSwati; Excellent facilitation, presentation, and organisational skills;
Experience training rural farmers or entrepreneurs is preferred. Ability to understand and analyze
business strategy, interpret financial statements, and develop budgets and work plans is preferred.
Responsibilities: Execute program, conduct entrepreneurship and horticulture training and identify value
chains suitable for small holder farmers. Motivate, mentorand provide technical assistance to rural
farmers, SME- and'micro-entrepreneurs while working collaboratively with partner organizations.
Administrative responsibilities include report writing and monitoring and evaluation functions. ’

SHORT TERM HORTICULTURE CONSULTANT - 3 MONTHS

Primary purpose of the position: By combining specialist horticultural knowledge with business acumen,
the incumbent will identify and advise on suitable value chains, crops and agribusiness ventures
appropriate for rural farmers, youth and women.

As well as technical advice, the role will involve business consultancy, updating existing Industry Strategic
Plans (ISPs) and researching opportunities in additional value chains.

Qualifications: Minimum 15 years of combined relevant agribusiness and consulting experience;
Advanced degree in any one of the following fields (agriculture, agricultural economics, agronomy,
horticulture, soil science).

Responsibilities: Review and update existing ISPs and make recommendations for suitability for rural

farmers. Provide expert opinionon potential value chains and suitability of the selected project sites for
production capabilities.

To apply for these positions please email a cover letter, CV (not to exceed two pages), indication of
salary history, and earliest available start date to JThring@tns.org by 5pm Friday February 10th
2017 Only short listed candidates will be contacted. Female applicants are encouraged fo uppl;
TechnoServe is an equal opportunity employer. :

M

| were announced victors, as they were
confimed Dlaminis | - 5 5

UNISWA mourns lecturer, student deaths

By Sifiso Nhlabatsi
Manzini

UNIVERSITY of Swaziland students are
mourning the loss of one of their own who
was involved in a car accident over the
weekend.

Khetsani Vilane,who was doing Bachelor
of Sciences, was among the 18 people who
were involved in an accident which saw a
van overturn, killing three at Single Tree in
Nhlangano.

It was reported that Vilane was from a tra-
ditional ceremony together with some ofhis
relatives when the accident occurred.

UNISWA Student Representative Council
Secretary at Kwaluseni campus, Sphesihle
Simelane confirmed their colleague’s death
yesterday. Simelane said it was a sad day for
the whole of UNISWA to receive such dev-
astating news. The secretary asked other stu-
dents to join the Vilane family, friends and
classmates in moumingthe loss of their loved

one. He said information about fimeral amrange-
ments will be communicated to the other stu-
dents as soon as the family has releases the

By Gugu Simelane
Mbabarne

| Director in the Ministry of Education and
- Training Dr Sibongile Mtshali said food is
. available in school despite reports that
- school pupils are starving since govern-
- ment has not provided schools with food

supplies for the first term.
Mitshali said the schools’ feeding programme,
known as zondle,should have enough food.
She stated that when schools closed for third
term last year the ministry of education and
training delivered food to all schools to make

. sure that when schools open in January they

would have enough food until government
delivered the next batch for the first term.
She said schools that are on this programme

date. The institution has suffered a double
tragedy as a lecturer who was in the faculty
of Social Sciences also passed away. Dr
Patrick Mkhonta is said to have passed away
last week.

University of Swaziland Registrar Dr
Salebona Simelane confirmed the passing
away of the lecturer, saying although he is
out of the country, he has received informa-
tion that one of their lecturers has passed on.

' SCHOOLS HAVE ENOUGH FOOD - GOVT

have to make do with whatever stock of food

they had left before they closed for the festive

season, close to two months ago.

Those that have far too little or nothing must
hang on until the next delivery of food com-
prising of beans, mealie-meal and rice.

She said since schools opened just last week,
they must give the ministry up until next week
to supply them with the food.

She said in cases where principals were com-
plaining about zondle having run out there
must have been foul play. “We are aware of
those instances where you find that during the

end of the school term some staff members
then portion the food amongst themselves,”
she said.

She said school authorities know that they
must not waste any food resources. She said
the ministry nutritionists were on top of the
matter.
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The conversation around it started
during the Municipal Council of
Manzini’s Integrated Development
Plan (IDP) feedback meeting held
last year. Today results are evident.

“ MANZIN! NEWS

o 4 # Read The Swazi Observer every Wednesday and get exciting news about Manzini... " .
~_...Interact with the Author on pro@mzcitycouncil.sz or 2505 2481 or 7611 4191

MANZINI COUNCIL FENCES ZRKHELE

SPORTS GROUND, USERS SING PRAISES

This refers to the busy Zakhele sports . e

ground which the town council is in
the process of fencing in response to a
request that was made by residents dur-
ing one of the IDP feedback meetings.
All this means is: never underestimate
the power of attending and expressing
your service delivery needs in these
ward-to-ward meetings.

Next time the council extends invi-
tations to attend them, make sure you
do.

Your service delivery need might be
met! Well, to some, the fact that the
facility has been fenced using veld span
fence instead of pallisade, might come
across as insignificant, but wait until
youread the entire article; that is when
you will begin to realise the impact that
the fencing project has had on the users

=

of the facility.
Council hopes that all community

A.\- ./ [y | N o 3
SECURITY MATTERS: duduzi Nkambule ,TSC §ecrtary. B

= :

members will keep an eye on the fence
and guard against theft. Enjoy the read.

WE'LL NOW BE SAFE FROM CAR ACCIDENTS — COP

I'M HAPPY: Police Officer,
Khulani Mabuza, who was
found at the sports ground,
playing football with his col-
leagues and friends.

Manzini News took a drive to the
Zakhele sports ground yesterday
morning at around 8am and a dozen
police officers and community mem-
bers were already playing football
at the facility. '

This has become a norm for this group
of health and fitness enthusiasts.

Khulani Mabuza, one of the police
officers, said: “This is something that
we do every morning because we want
to keep fit and healthy.

The sports ground is in high demand.
Hence, we always make it a point that
by 9 or 10am we are done in order to
make way for others.

We are so grateful to the Municipal

NO PAIN, NO GAIN: These gentlemen
were yesterday found at the Zakhele
Sports ground sweating it out as early as
CET 8

Council of Manzini for fencing the

facility. Unavailability of the fence was

exposing us to the risk of being hit by

vehicles as we would often sprint out
of'the pitch to collect soccer balls from
the nearby road. The road is in good
condition, and over-speeding is not
uncommon. The fence will go a long
way towards minimising the risk of
traffic accidents.

We also greatly appreciate availabil-
ity of the football field.

It is used by thousands of people; even
schools. We are sure that the council,
has good plans for the facility.

In the future, it might be upgraded to
a fully-fledged stadium”.

FOR THE LOVE OF SPORTS: Machinery was

found fixing the Zakhele sports field.

Swazi Observer, Wednesday February 1, 2017

'INDEED, MANZINI COUNCIL
LISTENS, TAKES ACTION'

» Mbongeni Simelane, founder had Been convened by council

of the Ishibobo Academy; anon-  and stated my case. | wanted fhem
profit making entity thatbrings  to comprehend the magnitude of
together about 150 youths from  the challenge. I'm happy that coun-

cil has proved to be a good lis-
tener. In fact, she has not only lis- !

Zakhele and surrounding areas,
keeping them busy through

e

v

sport, commended council for  tened but also taken positive action.
putting up the fence. I also thank God because all good |
He said: “We’ve lost about 50  things come from Him. Next time, f{
soccer balls as a result of the field I will not hesitate to attend com- |
being unfenced. Mind you, we  munity meetings because the coun- |
only survive through donations.  cil has demonstrated that it takes |

our municipal service delivery
needs seriously. As residents, we
are well aware of the economic
hardships that confront council as
a result of failure pay rates by

Before the fencing project, the
soccer balls used to roll to the near-
by road (Dr Hynd road — from
Manzini Nazarene to the Zakhele
Remand Centre), and would be

hitand damaged by speeding vehi-  some property owners. But we
cles. Some residents may have are happy that she does make an
thought I was crazy when brought ~ effort to meet our service deliv-
abagful of damaged soccerballs  ery needs with the little that she
to an IDP feedback meeting that ~ gets”.

GRATEFUL:
Mbongeni
Simelane,
founder of the
Ishibobo
Academy which
keeps close to
150 children busy
through sports at
the sporits
ground.

OH, YES! MANZINI COUNCIL
HAS DONE WELL! — MRFA

The Manzini Regional Football
Association (MRFA) has also

ers would not to run out of the
pitch to collect soccer balls as they

applauded the Municipal Council ~ would be contained by the fence.

of Manzini for fencing the Zakhele ~ He added: “All in all, we really

sports ground. appreciate what Manzini council
Sipho Dlamini, the Treasurer has done at Zakhele.

of Manzini Regional Football It shows that she is not only con-

Association, conceded thatteams ~ cerned about building roads and

had been losing soccer balls to  collecting waste, but is also pas-

speeding vehicles on the nearby  sionate about the social aspect of

road. Healso concurred withother ~ service delivery.

stakeholders that users of the facil- We are also hoping that in fixture,

ity had previously been exposed  the entire faciiy will be com-

0 road accidents. He therefore,  prehensively upgraded. Pethagps,
said the fencing would help effi-  we can all make a bit of money
ciently manage game ime as play-  thereafter”.

GOOD WORK:
Manzini Regional
Football Association
Treasurer, Sipho
Dlamini praised
Manzini Council for
the good move.
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- @ They do not understand why police arrest them
because the bus stop is situated next to Shoprite
and there were people coming from the shops to
hoard kombis and as Public Service Vehicle drivers
they have to stop for those people.

Manzini

By Sifiso Nhlabatsi = J ,

THE small town of Malkerns came
to a standstill yesterday when kombi

drivers and conductors clashed with

Malkerns traffic police officers over

pick up and drop off zones in the

small town. ‘ : N

School going pupils and the public

were left stranded as kombis ferrying |
people from Mankayane, Luyengo  §
Malkerns and surrounding areas were
grounded for the better part of yester-
day as the drivers went on an all day
strike. E o

The Royal Villas Hotel is inviting suitably qualified companies to
tender for the provision of staff transport (between Mbabane,

Ezulwini and Lobamba) from the 1" March 2017 - 28" February 2018. The Operational Support Sewlc&s lU.nit
The written proposals should be addressed to the following g?ii%eﬁ?j&i&ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%% 1 :
addressand be received by 16:00hrs on Monday, 13" February 2017 ductors. | [eesr———— e o . o
sealed and marked TENDER TO SUPPLY: : Information gathered is that the dri-  BLACK: The angry public transport operators blocked all pub-
vers and conductors are complaining lic transport vehicles that continued w:fh busmgss as usual
The General Manager that traffic police officers do not want ~ ignoring a strike action at Malkerns. (Pics: Mlondi Mpanza)
The Royal Villas Hotel them to use the bus stop at Malkemns, spot police pounce and chase them away. They also called for the removal ofa
§:0;Box 511 next to Shoprite Supermarket as a pick Arrest traffic officer whom they are accusing
Ezulwini § up point for passengers. They do not understand why police ~ of boasting that he was going to deal
NGNS The drivers said Malkerns being a_arrest them because the bus stop is sit- with Public Service Vehicle operators.
: ] small town made it complex for them., . ~ uated next t6 Shoprite and there were Language p
1. No faxed Tender will be accepted s ficy -piCk upiand drop SR people; coming ﬁ°‘?1..‘he sho_pS o bqa.rd The drivers and conductors evenalleged
2. Tender submitted after closing date will not be considered atthedgenacy i i -, kombis and as Public Service Vehicle ~ that the officer used vulgar language
3' Th 9 g r However, they said whenever they  drivers they have to stop for those peo- when addressing them. -

. The quoted prlceﬂI must be guaranteed for a full year from 1 stop there they end up being handed ple. Kombis which tried to passMalkems
March 2017 - 28" February 2018. A sum of E300.00 (Three tickets by police officers who tell them  One driver said the police officers  with passengers were blocked and
hunqreq Erdlaneent) tbelal o collectiongl Ten'der that they are breaking the law. expect them to just leave the public  grounded as the operators madeitclear
applicationformsifrom theRoyalViliss Hotel Rasaniion j The angry drivers and conductors stat-  stranded because they are not supposed  that no one will work until their issue

ed that whenever they stopped at the  to pick them up at that spot. was resolved.

- Allow spray teams to spray
- your houses if they come to your area.

- S o b A e N

STRANDED: Commuters were seen
by the sides of the road as they had
no transport to take them to their
different destinations.

v

Q, How canilprovide for,my loved ones?: |

LET'S TALK FINANCIAL PLANS

- GET GREAT ADVICE THAT WiLL HELP YOU PROVIDE FOR A BETTER FUTURE FOR THOSE YOU LOVE.
= Funeral Plan from E38 per month v‘ﬂfg‘.-. =

. * Investment Plan from E220 per month -

= Unit Trust from ES00 per month

Tel: 2411 7800 | (» 7634 0055 | www.oldmutual.co.sz
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STANDSTILL: Public transport vehicles parked at Luyengo during the
strike by operators yesterday.

Public Service Pensions Fund

PUBLIC SERVICE PENSIONS FUND

P.O. BOX 4469, MBABANE

Tel: 2411 9000 /2404 8740/3 www.pspf.co.sz
TOLL FREE: 800 2401

PUBLIC NOTICE/ SATISO
~ DEATH GRATUITY DISTRIBUTION BY

- PUBLIC SERVICE PENSION FUND

The Public Service Pensions Fund invites the following deceased members’ families to meetings to be held at the following

scheduled times and dates at the Pensions Building, along Mhlambanyatsi Road. Family members are requested to bring
certified copies of the following: proof of identity, death certificate, birth certificates, marriage certificate(s) and any other
relevant documents.

TENDERNO.

Lihhovisi letemhlala phansi (PSPF) licela tihlobo tanaba labalandzelako kutsi tivele enhloko hhovisi ngalamalanga netikhatsi
letilandzelako.
Tiyacelwa kutsi tiphatse sitifiketi sekufa semufi, titifiketi tekutalwa tebantfwana bemufi, titifiketi tekutsatsana, nabomatise
bebuve (P.I.N.) ID nato tonkhe tincwadzi letingasita.
The following deceased members' families are invited to attend a meeting on the following dates:
MONDAY 06 FEBRUARY 2017
Name of Deceased Ministry Empl. No. Date of Death Time
1. Ntshalintshali Sandile Sizwe Correctional 9110302 08.12.2016 0Sh00
2. Dlamini-Munroe Jabulile L. Treasury 3959518 28.11.2016  09h45
3. Gadlela Mandlenkhosi G. King's Office 4313641 04.12.2016 10h30
4. Ginindza Simon Mfanimpela Defence 7188060 07.12.2016 11h15
5. Dlamini Sifiso Anson Defence 4676254 19.12.2016 12h00
6. Dlamini Musa Zane Police 2495402 23.12.2016 14h15
TUESDAY 07 FEBRUARY 2017
Name of Deceased Ministry Empl. No. Date of Death Time
1. Dlamini Walter Thembela Works 5237216 21.12.2016 03h00
2. Masuku Lindiwe Cleopatra Police 8835985 19.11.2016 09h45
3. Mkhonta Sibusiso M. Correctional 2620439 23.12.2016 10h30
4. Zulu Sindi Geinaphi Police 300015458 18.12.2016 11h15
5. Mngomezulu Moses M. S.NT. 2253819 26.12.2016 12h00
6. Ndlovu Ronnie Phindamandla  Defence 8856771 22.12.2016 14h15
WEDNESDAY 08 FEBRUARY 2017
Name of Deceased Ministry Empl. No. Date of Death Time
1. Shongwe Jamaica Masiza Health 8642877 31.12.2016 0Sh00
2. Dlamini Themba Vusi S. Health 5195637 22.12.2016 0%has k‘\
3. Dube-Groening Andile Ruth Education 6873660 15.11.2016 10h30
4. Dlamini Sylvia Nompumelelo Health 3497421 08.01.2017 11h15 \
5. Motsa Gwen Nomthandazo Education 3934694 24.12.2016 12h00
6. Simelane Sicelo Freddy - Education 7250220 01.01.2017 14h15
THURSDAY 09 FEBRUARY 2017
Name of Deceased Ministry Empl. No. Date of Death Time
1. Shabangu-Dlamini Thobile P. Health 300040003 09.12.2016 09h00
2. Simelane-Magugula Elizabeth Education 9271256 16.12.2016 09h4s
3. Nkambule Richman Velaphi Education 7407783 30.12.2016 10h30
4. Nyamane Duduzile Dumsile Education 2526012 22.12.2016 11h15
5. Nobela Geinaphi Catherine Education 4676120 27.12.2016 12h00
6. Nhieko Bheki Ncane Works 8944485 05.01.2017 14h15

For more information please contact Nothando Dlamini at 2404-8740/3 or our Toll Free Number 8002401 (order #

TENDERNO. :
TENDER NAME

Proposalsare hefeb invited from Registered Architects and Quantity Surveyors for the development of designs for climate
smartand sustainable buildings.

NDMA2017/004
. DESIGN OF CLIMATE SMART BUILDINGS

EXPRESSIONS MUSTBE ACCOMPANIED BY THE FOLLOWING:

¢ Company profile

o TaxCompliance Certificate.

e Trading License.

» Construction Industry Certificate
o Workmen Compensation certificate
e Technical Proposal
o Financial Proposal
e Trade references (letters)

Allinterested service providers must collect the Tender Document at the National Disaster Management Agency Offices |
upon payment of a non-refundable E400 deposited at: Ned bank, Mbabane Branch, A/C: 20000 7611 77

Expressions must be depositedin the tender boxin a sealed envelope clearly showing the project name and contract number §

notlater than 2200 Noon, Friday 24 February 2017 at:

National Disaster Management Agency,
Head Quarters Reception

RHUS Office Park, Lot 195, Karl Grant Street
Mbabane

Terms & Conditions
° NDMA does not bind itself to accept the lowest
¢ NDMA does not bind itselfto award the tenders
o Nofaxedtenders will be accepted

REQUEST FOR TENDERS

Proposals are hereby invited from registered companies, who have the capacity to assist the National Disaster Management
Agency with the supply of goods and services within the following categories.

CATEGORY A
TENDERNO.
TENDERNAME

CATEGORY B
TENDERNO.
TENDER NAME

CATEGORY C
TENDERNO.
TENDERNAME

NDMA2017/001
SUPPLY OF FOOD COMMODITIES

NDMA2017/002
SUPPLY OF BUILDING MATERIAL

NDMA2017/003
SUPPLY OF TRANSPORT & LOGISTICS SERVICES

CATEGORYD
TENDERNO.

NDMA 2017/006 3
TENDER NAME

SUPPLY OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

PROPOSALS MUST CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING:
e Company profile
o Tax Compliance Certificate.
° TradingLicense.
o Workmen Compensation certificate
¢ Financial Proposal
o Trade references (letters)

Allinterested service providers must collect the Tender Document at the National Disaster Management Agency Offices |
upon payment of a non-refundable 400 deposited at: Ned Bank, Mbabane anch,a&zmzs_]ﬁz

Proposals must be deposited in the tender box in a sealed envelope clearly showing the Tender Name and contract number
notlater than 1200 Noon, Friday 24 February 2017 at: !

National Disaster Management Agency,
Head Quarters Reception

RHUS Office Park, Lot 195, Karl Grant Street
Mbabane

Terms & Conditions:
° NoFaxed tenders will be accepted
° NDMA does not bind itself to accept the lowest
o NDMA does not bind itself to award the tenders
° Quoted prices must be guaranteed for the year up-to 31" March 2018.

EXPRESSION Of
REGISTRATION IN NDMA SUPPLIER BASE FOF
NDMA 2017/005

Registration in NDMA Supplier Base
03March 2017

TENDER NAME
CLOSING DATE

Proposals are hereby invited from suitable qualified and interested registered companies for the supply of NOMA
requirements in the following categories.
o Tents, Tarpaulinand Sponges

o Office Stationery, toners & Cartridges

» Computersand Printers

o Branding & Designs

° Accommodation & Conferences

° General maintenance

SUPPLIERS MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING TO BE REGISTERED:
o Company profile
e TaxCompliance Certificate.
¢ Trading License.
= Workmen Compensation certificate
o Trade references (letters)

Expressions must be deposited in the tender box in a sealed envelope clearly showing the project name and contract number |
not later than 1200 Noon, Friday 03| 17 at:

National Disaster Management Agency,
Head Quarters Reception "

RRUS Office Park, Lot 195, Karl Grant Street
Mbabane

Terrgs & Conditions

° Quotations shall be requested from suppliers who quali

° NDMA does not bind itselfto accept thg lowest o
° NDMA does not bind itself to award the tenders
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~ HUGE INTEREST IN US
EMBASSY SCHOLARSHIPS

N
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By Gugu Simelane
Mbabane

A number of Swazis have shown interest in
the scholarships that were announced by the
US Embassy over three weeks ago.

Swazis from all walks of life have since last
week, been flooding the US Embassy to attend
briefings on the scholarships up for grabs.

The scholarships available are the J. William
Fulbright Scholarships and the Hubert H. Humprey
Scholarship for 2017-2018.

Both scholarships attract citizens from all over
the world.

The Humphrey Fellowship Programme attracts
accomplished mid-level professionals from
around the world, to the United States for a year
of study and professional development.

Senior Cultural Affairs Assistant and Education
USA Advisor, Sharon Martins, speaking dur-

N\

s

ATTENTIVE: Hopefuls listening attentively during the J. William Fulbright
Scholarships briefing conducted by Sharon Martins, US Embassy Senior

Cultural Affairs Assistant. ( Courtesy pic)
HumpreyFellowships were awarded competi-

ment to public services.

cations, are public service oriented and com-
mitted to the development of Swaziland.

“The US Embassy encourages pepple who
will go to the US and get the experience ang
come back to Swaziland. We do not want peo-
ple who want to go to US gnd never want fo
come back. The fellowship is a year of profes.

sional development in the US,a Shancc to devel-
op oneself in their career pa.th, she said.
Fellowships - 1
ins revealed that the fellowships are avail-
alz\l/g:ail;[l Law and Human Rights, Trafficking in
Persons Policy and Prevention, Economig
Development, HIV/AIDS Pphcy and preven-
tion, Journalism, STEM (Science Technology,
Engineering and Math), Education, Substanc‘e
Abuse Prevention and Treatment, Public
Administration, Environment M.anagemem_‘
Gender Equality/Rights and_Pl{blxc Health,

Martins said the fellowship is a ten month
non-degree academic study and relqted pro-
fessional experience in the US for mid-caregr
professionals. :

“There will also be a one month professiop-
al affiliation, where students will chose the field
they want to be attached to,” she said.

She further revealed that the applicants of the
fellowships will only start in August 2018, “The
deadline for the applications is March 31.

Between that time and February 2018 there
will be a series of interviews and test that will
finally reveal those who will attain the Fellowship,
By February 2018 there final results will be

She emphasized that the fellowships would be

tively to candidates with excellent academic and i
awarded to people who, amongst other specifi-

ing a presentation held at the Mbabane National
professional qualification as well as a commit-

Library yesterday, said the Hubert H.

out,” she said.

Stories by Wonderboy Dlamini
Siteki

finally been able to use his magic wand to
broker peace between aggrieved public trans-
port operators and the traffic police depart-

IT would seem Lubombo Regional
Commissioner Musa ‘Magic’ Zwane has

Kingdom Of Swaziland

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

DIRECTOR - DEBT MANAGEMENT UNIT -
Applicationsare invited from qualified candidates for appointment to the above post in the Civil Service tenable in the Ministry
of Finance. :

QUALIFICATIONS, SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE

The candidate must have:-

A Master's Degree in Economics or MBA/CA

A minimum of eight (8) to (10) years working experience in public debt management at a senior level
Knowledge of financial/public service rules and regulations

Knowledge of debt recording and monitoring system

Good analytical communication and interpersonal skills

RESPONSIBILITIES/DUTIES
.

To determine borrowing ceilings for Government consistent with fiscal and monetary policy requirement
e To provide reliable medium and long-term forecasts of debt servicing and interest income that feed into fiscal
forecasts
To identify and quantify exposures related to contingent liabilities including designing strategies that will allow
effective management of these exposures or risks .
To interpret loan agreements and enter them into debt details entry sheets and debt management systems
To approve withdrawal applications for disbursements
To facilitate reconciliation of withdrawal applications with the actual disbursements on a monthly basis
To draw disbursements plans with the implementing agencies prior to budget preparations
To undertake frequent portfolio analysis to assess future debt service obligations and problems
To propose corrective measures to address debt service problems
To conduct debt sustainability analysis to assess the medium and long-term sustainability of projected borrowing
levels
To participate in the Project Appraisal Committee meetings
To participate in the projects implementation plans
To prepare monthly progress reports on projects implementation
To attend to projects audit queries timely
To set objectives of the section to provide direction and guidance
To approve individual work plans to ensure adherence to departmental objectives
To prepare sectional budget and plan departmental activities
To advise on the progress of the division against planned activities
To perform any other official duties as may be assigned by the immediate Supervisor and/or Head of Department

SALARY
The basic salary is on Grade F2: E503, 605 rising to E566, 812 per annum

APPLICATION FORMS
They are obtainable from:
The Executive Secretary,
Civil Service Commission,
P.O. Box 158,

Mbabane.

The candidate’s Curriculum: Vitae and copies of certificates of the required qualifications must accompany applications.
Candidates must complete CSC Form B or Form C for serving officers. Candidates who do not have the above qualifications
should notapply because their applications will not be considered.

17" February, 2017

CLOSING DATE:

RC brokers peace between drivers, traffic cops}

ment of Siteki.

He brought them to a round table to discuss
their misunderstandings. The public transport
operators have been aggrieved over the issu-
ing of driving permits by the traffic depart-
ment which they said has been an almost impos-
sible exercise over the past few months.

The drivers were accusing some officers who
are responsible for issuing permits of frus-
trating them whenever they went there to obtain
same. They alleged that the officers would
demand documents which are irrelevant to the
requirements of obtaining a permit.

They reported their grievances to the assis-
tant commissioner last week during a meet-
ing which was held at the Lubombo regional
headquarters.

Zwane was reported to have promised to
work on the operators’ grievances with the
intention to find an amicable resolution.

Yesterday, the transport owners and drivers
were back at the regional headquarters to get
feedback from Zwane., Zwane reported that
the matter had been discussed at length with
the officers who were being accused by the
operators. According to Zwane, it transpired
that there were minor misunderstandings
between the operators and the officers in charge.

It was also disclosed that the police had only
engaged on an operation which is aimed at
ensuring that only deserving persons are issued
with public permits, something which is also
in line with preventing unnecessary road acci-
dents. The two parties therefore, managed to
reach amicable solutions which also include
that they would now convene periodic meet-
ings where grievances and other issues would
be discussed and managed. Secretary of the
Siteki branch of the Local Kombi and Mini-
bus Association, Mpiyakhe Shongwe said their
meeting with the RC was fruitful as they man-
aged to have a breakthrough.

Shongwe further disclosed that a numberof
drivers had already reported that they had since
been able to obtain their permits after the first
meeting which was held last week.

When reached for comment, Police Chief
Information and Communications Officer
Superintendent Khulani Mamba said they have
always encouraged dialogue as a way of solv-
ing any kind misunderstanding between the
public and police. Mamba said police were
happy to note that the public transport opera-
tors took the right step and reported their griev- -
i::;lces which were even tually resolved amica-

y.

Transport operators threaten road blockade

WHILE transport operators are being com-

mended for choosing dialogue to solve their

grievances over the issuing of public per-
mits, the oppeosite is more likely to be wit-
nessed today as kombi owners have threat-
ened to block the Lukhula-Big Bend road

over the transportation of U-Tech pupils

by Lokuhle Bus Service.

A number of kombis which have been trans-
porting the pupils to and from school over the
pastyears are against the school’s decision to
engage the said bus which is €Xpected to start
transporting all the pupils who come from
Siteki and surrounding areas.

This was a resolution made by the school to
have all commuting pupils use one bus as a
way of preventing road accidents which may
besimilarﬁothosewimessedlastyear. In fact,

this is said to be a resolution made by the par-
ents and all other stakeholders who were con-
cerned by the number of accidents mvolving
the children.

However, the kombi owners claim that they
have signed contracts with the school which
indicate that they would be transporting the
pupils.

Thc?y claim that their entracts shave not beett
terminated as yet hence, they would not allow
any other means of transport to take away their
business. “We have tried to manage this situ-
ation but operators have insisted that they
would notallow the bus to transport the cil
dren tomorrow (today)™, said Mpiyakhe
Shongwe, who is the secretary of Siteki branch

ofthe Local Kombj ang Mini-bus Association
in a brief response,
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By GuguSimelane
Mbabane

WHILE Southern Africa’s is
still dealing with the aftermath
of the worst drought in 25 years,
farmers are now battling with a
new crisis: alien armyworms.

Fortunately, Swaziland has not
been affected yet.

Principal Secretary in the
Ministry of Agriculture Bongani
Masuku said they have not
received any reports from farmers
about the invasion that has rav-
aged other Southern African
countries.

Masuku, however, advised
farmers to be cautious and be on
the lookout for the alien army-
worms in their fields.

“We may not have had any
report today these worms travel
fast and wide and they may be
found in the country next week, so
farmers need to be vigilant,” he
said.

The PS further recommended

that if farmers came across the
alien armyworms, even in small
unsuspicious scale, they should
report to the nearest agriculture
department.

“Once we get any report of their
presence we will send our skilled
teams to assess the situation and
advise on the appropriate pesti-
cides to use,” said Masuku.

Alien armyworms, otherwise
known as caterpillars,were first

noticed chewing through corn
fields south of Lusaka, Zambia’s
capital, near the end of December.
Two weeks later, the farmer lost
half his crop to the pest that had
already invaded more than 10 per
cent of farms in the country and
spread to Zimbabwe and Malawi.
The fall armyworm that’s native
to the Americas has arrived in
southern Africa for the first time,
wiping out tens of thousands acres

of maize fields. For a region try-
ing to recover from drought, the
pest brings renewed fears of food
shortages and inflation.

The United Nations’ Food and
Agriculture Organisation said the
effects could be devastating for
the area if its spread isn’t con-

trolled.

The brown caterpillars, which
cost Brazil $600m a year to con-
trol, were first reported in west
and central Aftica at the start of

2016.

They have since jumped the

equator into Burundi, Zambia,
Zimbabwe and Malawi.

The fall armyworm grows to a
similar size of about four centime-
tres.

Besides preying on crops, fall
armyworms can become canni-
balistic, eating competitors such
as the African variety, according
to a study by scientists including
Goergen published in October.

The question of how the pest
arrived in Africa is still not yet
clear.

By Lungelo Nkambule
Mbabane

THE need for government to pass the Sex-
ual Offences and Domestic Bill of 2015 is
become evident.

As statistics released by the Swaziland
Action-Group Against Abuse (SWAGAA)
show that there is a rapid rise in the cases of
domestic violence.

Domestic Violence ranges from emotional
abuse to physical abuse. Emotional abuse has
been reported as the beginning of the abuse
cycle.

The statistics released by the organisation
show that 34 cases were reported during the
festive season that is from December 16 to
January 6.

The organisation has attributed the high
cases of domestic abuse to low self esteem.

SWAGAA Communications  and
Advocacy Officer Slindelo Nkosi said lack of
self-belief or confidence is one of the leading
factors of people finding themselves impris-
oned in the cycle of abuse.

However, the state also needs to keep all
protective laws in place such as the Sexual
Offences and Domestic Violence Bill of 2015
for sexual and domestic abuse offenders to

face.
Nkosi said emotional abuse continues to be

How the Sexual Offences and
Domestic Violence Bill of 2015 will
protect citizens

The Bill will:

(a) Give effect to certain rights which are
enshrined in the Constitution of Swaziland
Act of 2005, including the right to equal pro-
tection by the law, the right to privacy. the
right to protection from inhumane and
degrading treatment;

(b) Strengthen and consolidate certain
common law and statutory provisions so as
{o adequately provide for the successful

dealing, in a non-discriminatory manner,

on the rise amongst all forms of abuse as it
was the basic and starting point of the cycle of
abuse.

The perpetrator would use all kind of words
to dehumanise or make their target feel
worthless then eventually fall into their abu-
sive trap.

“Every victim of abuse firstly experiences
emotional blackmail from their perpetrators
before moving to the next form of abuse
which may either be physical, sexual or
neglect,” she stated.

with sexual offences and domestic violence
and to provide adequate protection {0 com- -

* plainants;

(¢) Eliminate gender inequalities in rela-
tion to power and decision making and to
provide protection to women and children
who are the most vulnerable group in soci-
ety which has resulted in a high incidence of
their discrimination and abuse:

(d) Respond to the outery on the escalation
of sexual offences and domestic violence
against women and children including
infants, which has accelerated the HIV and
AIDS pandemic, by imposing high terms of
imprisonment on con\-'ictcd/pprsons. \

LOW SELF-ESTEEM LEADS TO ABUSE - SWAGAA

WORK ON YOUR SELF COFI-
DENCE: SWAGAA
Communications and Advocacy
Officer Slindelo Nkosi.

NATIONAL NEWS 11

Woman arrested

~ out in full force to
~ their babies with strangers.

On Monday, Nothando Ngwenya (26) of

o arrest those who leave

 Madonsa learned the hard way that leaving

children at the hands of a stranger even a
neighbour could land one into serious trou-

ble.

Ngwenya was arrested by the Manzini
police on January 25, and was charged with
contravening the Children Protection Act in
that she left three children aged two, four
and seven with a neighbour.

It was stated that as a person who was
entrusted to care for the children, Ngwenya
neglected them and caused the children to
be exposed to emotional and psychological
trauma.

The accused appeared before Magistrate
Sebenzile Ndlela-Kunene, and was
remanded back into police custody pending
setting of trial date.

Recently, a number of babies have been
reported to the police as having been stolen
from their parents. One of the babies
around Sigwe area was found murdered
while other babies were recovered however

there are those that have still not been

found.

Position Title : DataAnalyst
Reportto : M&E Director
Location : Mbabane, Swaziland
Duration : Three {3) Months

Job Overview

Responsibilities:

tabulation plan
o Perform data cleaning and validation

o Populate dataanalysis tables
« Write results section of the projectreport

Qualifications and Experience

ICAP through CDC funding is supporting the epidemiology and disease control unit of MOH to
develop a Pediatric HIV Case Surveillance System in Swazitand. We are looking for the services of a
data analyst to support data analysis and report writing.

« Desk review to understand the scope and objectives of the project especially data analysis and

o Conducting structured and multi variate analysis

ICAP

* GLOBAL. HEALTH. ACTION.

Columbia University
Maitman Schoel of Public Heaith

o AtleastaMaster's Degreein Statistics, Sockal Sciences, ot Toidemio\ogy.

s Strong knowledge of {research) data management methods and Statistical Software and ample

experience in managing Quantitative Datasets.

« Proven experience in statistical analysis with health datasets {preferably STATA, and or SAS).
o Evidence of publicationin peer reviewed international journals.

competitive salary and benefits package

How to Apply

the closing date.

NOTE: These are local hire positions and the successful candidates will be an employee of ICAP in
swaziland and subject to the local terms and conditions of employment which includes a

Please do not attach any certificates when submitting on line. Only short listed applicants will be
contacted. Please consider your application unsuccessful if you don't hear from us 3 weeks

4 f

after

Interested applicants should send their application and resumes named after their surnames by |
email with a subject line for the position e.g. Data Analyst to icap-jobs-swaziland @columbia.edu.
Closing date for applications to be submitted: Friday, 10" February 2017 at 17:00pm.

|



WORD OF GOD: Pastor Bud Diener delivering a ser-
mon during the Bible Faith Institution graduation at

Mphophoma. (Pics: Gugu Simelane) in Theology Certificate.

‘ 1

MINE: Sifiso Dlamini Principal of Faith Bible College awarding Nelile Khumalo with her Diploma

3 S |

' weare confident that you will make a significant
| contribution to the justice system through your
. vastexperience, knowledge and integrity.”

| “SPPRA is a regulator that oversees the procurement of goods, works, and services
| conducted by 91 public procuring entities comprising: 19 Government Ministries; 9
'i Government departments and Agencies; 50 category A public enterprises; and 13 local
governmeht authorities. The annual value of this procurement averages E10 billion per

| annum, which s equivalent to about 25% of GDP”

“ The board, management and staff of the

YOURS TOO: Sifiso Diamini
Principal of Faith Bible College

awarding Nontsikelelo Diamini with
her Diploma in Theology Certificate.

. “We are proud of this great achievement and |

WELL DONE: One of the partici-
pants receiving his certificate.
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FAITH BIBLE INSTITUTION GRADUATION

OUTSTANDING:
Meshack Dlamini
being conferred
with his Bachelor
of Arts in

IT FITS: Faith
Bible College
Degree gradu-
ates fixing the
hoods after
uniformly
putting them
on.

Theology certifi-
cate by Principal
Sifiso Dlamini.
Meshack was
also awarded
with the Faith
Bible College
Educational
Award for being
an outstanding
student.

BEST WISHES: A section of the well wishers.

SHOP NO 2 §
NEXT
BEHIND
MATSAPHA INDUSTRIAL SITE
Contact: (+268} 76761478/76570118
/73161799/25184955

sy

L

y
'Y

¢ NGISANANG
SD TRAINING
Building Together

AVAILABLE COURSES J
“BUILDING TOGETHER”

CE “A UPGRADE YOUR SKILLS AND ACE A MANAGERIAL POSITION AT WORK &%
ENROL FOR QUR INDIVIDUAL OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY COURSES -3
Course name Number of Price Spaces ]
days (E)/class Available
Risk Assessment 1 DAY E2000 per 10
| person

Basic Health and 2 DAYS "E4000 per 10
Safety | person $

= e 1 DAY Ezoo@ 10 Upon
BasicFire - Fighting pacsa booking/confrhdtdn
Hazard Identification 1 DAY 1 = E2800 per 10 Upon
&Risk Assessment person booking/confirmation

2 = E 5600 per
2 DAYS person
Root Causes Analyses 2 DAYS ES600 per 10 Upon
Tool (RCAT) person booking/confirmation
Incident/Accident I DAY E2800 per 10 Upon
investigation/Reporting person booking/confirmation
*Training is conducted locally and meals are inclusive in Training Fee
fpm ** Accommodation is available on booking at ES00 per night (Spaces Limited)

*** Training is also

ducted on weekends on prior arrangement
s Accredited by HWSSETA, TETA, CETA, LGSETA ETDP, FP&M SETA

“YOUR LEADING OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY CONSULTANT"

Interest
Rate iy
Change

In line with the change in the discount

rate, Standard Bank would like to
announce the changein

Prime

lending rate
t0 10.75%

Effective 26 January 2017

Standard Bank Moving Forward™ /
H

-

The Directors and Management of KaShali Pro-Learning High
of 2016, teachers and parents of the school for the excellent
21 in the whole country. We thank the Almighty God for the s
God be the glory.

PRO-LEARNING

The New Name for Quatity Educstion

>
; /’v .
Thembinkosi Simelane  Yuyani Gama:

(Upgrading): Maths, A; Sis, A; English, 8; Maths, D;
Phys Sci, A*, Bio, A No.A:qum:f.Q;G&B:E&

Sizwe Simelane:
Maths, B; Phys Sci, A; Bio ,A;
Acc,B; English, D; Econ, A

Sis, B; Eng Lang, C; Maths, A;
Bio, A, Science, A; Geo C

Bathandwa Ndzimandze:  Ingrid Fundile Michatshwa:
Mama Bio, B; Science, A; (Upgrading):Eng ., C; Sis, C;Eng, C: Maths, 8
Maths, A; Acc, A}

Bio, B; Phys Scie, C:Re, C

Temantfulini Mambas

(Upgrading): Maths, A; Phys Sci, B ;
Math.C:81.8,Phy 518 BoAPiweSaD.
OUR PROMISE: QUALITY EDUCATION THAT YOU CAN AFFORD!
We have limited spaces in

e Form 1to 5 (SGCSE)

e Grade 10 to 12 (MATRIC)

® SGCSE & Matric upgrading

® Adult classes for Form 1to0 § during the dayand evenings

~ATION

REMEMBER : WE ARE LEADERS |N MATHS AND SCIENCES EDUL—a ‘f
You can visit the school at Kashali in Ngwane Park or call 7 611 813¢



SLAIN KAYISE'S
FAMILY SPEAKS OUT

SLAIN Kayise Mthimkhulu’s elder
brother, Tsepiso yesterday approached
the Swazi Observer Pigg’s Peak office
to clarify the family’s position on
their knowledge of the alleged mur-
derer.

The alleged murderer is Kayise’s for-
mer boyfriend (Simiso Dlamini).

“The Mthimkhulu family does not
know the full extent of their relation-
ship. My main point is that I would like
to clarify that Dlamini was neither an
exboyfriend or a current one.

Negotiations

As her family, we rebuke leaking
this information to the media and who-
ever has spoken on the behalf of my
family without my knowledge, has

Swazi Observer Wednesday February 1, 2017

" Kai Kai Building opposite Shoprite,
17 Office No:3

done so without considering the full
extent of their words,” said Mthimkhulu.

“This type of information has the
potential of disrupting family negoti-
ations as my late sister was married,
therefore, as a family we cannot come
out and state that she was murdered by
her boyfriend as we know she was mar-
ried.

It is therefore, my responsibility as
the eldest son to divert a potential dis-
aster, and we as the Mthimkhulu fam-
ily, did not know the murderer, Simiso
Dlamini as my sister’s boyfriend as it
has been portrayed by the media,” said
Mthimkhulu.

Mthimkhulu said they were finalis-
ing burial arrangements.

The two were in Iove -alleged murderer’s family member

FAMILY members of Kayise
Mthimkhulu’s alleged murderer.Simiso
Dlamini, have condemned their child’s
act of taking another’s life.

However, they highlighted events
believed to have led to the tragedy that
has since captured the small town of
Pigg’s Peak.

They claimed the killing was not an
enraged love killing as most people first
believed. .

Religion

“Nobody in the world condones mur-
der no matter what religion, colour or
creed one belongs to.

The motive of the murder is always
fully known only by the killer,” said a
family member of Simiso Dlamini who

"B Tel: 24371083 Cell: 76700678
Email: observersipiki@realnet.co.sz

ey
4

PRINCIPAL Secretary in the
Ministry of Natural Resources
and Energy, Winnie Stewart paid
a courtesy visit to Lufafa Gold
Mine so as to cement the min-
istry’s relationship with the mine.

Senior Lufafa gold mine work-

HURTING Slain Kayise’s ers were happy to be given the

brother, Tsepiso opportunity to speak to the PS on
Mthimkhul a one-on-one encounter last
s a2 Wednesday.

Senior gold miners said they were
- very happy with the PS’s visit.
“Steward has assured us all that

preferred anonyimity. .~ our complaints are being worked

The family member was speaking
outside, at a secluded part of the Dlamini
homestead at Sibovini yesterday.

“No one knows the full extent of the
events that led up to the murder. All
we know is that Dlamini was looking
for Mthimkhulu the night before the
murder and he was intoxicated.

I have spoken to Simiso and I do not
deny that they had a relationship as
everybody around Pigg’s Peak knows.

However, I believe that money was
involved as the slain lady is believed
to have done a deal with Dlamini. Love

was there in whatever form, but money
was also involved,” the alleged fami-
ly member said.

. RELAXED: Miners at Lufafa gold mine.

PS visits Lufafa Mine workers

on,” the workers said.

We are looking forward to a bet-
ter relationship with our adminis-
tration and with our government,”
said Dumsani Magagula another
senior Lufafa gold miner.

The recently appointed Public
Relations Officer at Lufafa Gold
mine, Machawe Nxumalo was
unavailable for comment as his cell-
phone was off and not on the MTN
network at time of compiling this
report. Numerous attempts were
made last Wednesday to reach him
but they all proved futile.

THE Plgg s Peak Police will host a
staff party today at Maguga Lodge.

“The situation may be confusing to
some that how can you be having an
end of year staff party in January, but
all the police stations around the coun-
try have their parties at different times
of the year.

So ours will be tomorrow and the
media is invited,” said a source

Police  Information  and
Communications Officer Superintendant
Khulani Mamba confirmed that the
members of the Pigg’s Peak Police
would stage their end of year party
and senior police officials had been

invited.

_cials to our end of year party and we

“We have invited senior police offi-

hope they will all spare time to spend
with us.

I can confirm that Hhohho Region-
al Commissioner of Police Charles
Dumsani Tsabedze has received an
invitation as well as the media and of
course myself,” said Mamba

“It is very important that we all
remember that the police are also peo-
ple who also need some time to reflect
on their service throughout the busy
year, that being 2016

. We hope many senior officials will
be presentas we have very little time
for relaxation,” added Mamba.

PARTY ANIMALS Members of the Pigg’s Peak police to have their end of year party at
Maguga today.
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By Sicelo Maziya
Mbabane

THE country’s infant mortality rate
has greatly improved compared to
the last reported in 2010, where it
was 79/1 000 yet an improved decline
in number is at 50/1 000 recorded in
2014.

This is according to the multi-indica-
tor cluster survey (MICS) report.

The ministry of health (MOH) using
the latest data available (2014), the post
neonatal mortality rate is now 30/ 1 000
from 60/ 1 000 in 2010, infant mortal-
ity rate from 79/1000 to 50/ 1 000, child
mortality rate from 27/ 1 000 to 18/1
000 and the under-five mortality rate
from 104/ 1 000 to 76/ 1 000 for coun-
try shows a great improvement.

The rate is expressed as the number
of children dying per 1 000 live births.
All of these indicators feed into each
other.

The mortality rate is a result of vari-
ous factors, such as nutrition, child and
maternal services available, the avail-
ability of medication and adherence to
the immunisation schedule.

The report provided a detailed picture
of the conditions facing children in coun-
try.

One of the challenges that have been
facing the country over the years was
that “pregnant women did not have ade-
quate knowledge on the importance of
antenatal care attendance, being assist-
ed by skilled health personnel for all
their health issues, and health facility
based delivering. The country has seen
a great improvement in it’s drive towards
minimising child deaths,” said Dr
Simangele Mthethwa-Hleta from the
ministry of health.

Whilst there has been some reduction
in child mortality rates, progress in some
areas in the country still need improve-
ment so as to meet global targets.

HIV was another contributor to high
infant mortality, but according to the
2014 report HIV testing has shot 95 per-
cent from 77 per cent in 2010 as it has
been mandatory for pregnant women
to take an HIV test.

All the women who test positive are
offered treatment for the prevention of
mother to child transmission (PMTCT)
of HIV. One of the millennium devel-

Man arrested for forged E5 000 bail receipt

By Sifiso Nhlabatsi
Manzini

THERE was drama at the Manzini
Magistrate’s Courton Monday when
a man was caught presenting a forged
E5 000 bail receipt to court clerks.

Simanga Gama (22) of Ntabamhloshana
was caught while trying to flee from
the courts after his plan of getting his
relative out of police custody could not
work out. 2y

Gama had appeared at the Manzini
Magistrate’s Court to pay bail for
Mfanimpela Gama who was i police
custody.

Mfanimpela was supposed to pay a

SWAZILAND'S INFANT
MORTALITY IMPROVES |

@ The mortality rate is a result of various fac-
tors, such as nutrition, child and maternal ser-.
vices available, the availability of medication
and adherence to the immunisation schedule

opment goals set by the UN in 2 000
was to reduce the under-five child mor-
tality rate by two thirds by the year 2015.

The knowledge increase on PMTCT
played a significant role in reducing the
chance of HIV-infected mothers pass-
ing the virus to their children leading
to the birth of healthy children.

Deaths

Dr Mthethwa accompanied by a team
working towards reducing child deaths
said: “the majority of deaths have been
due to lack of knowledge by parents
and guardians on the seriousness of
childhood illnesses especially diarrhea
and pneumonia, which is often attrib-
uted to some cultural beliefs.

Increased knowledge helps improve

one’s decision to take appropriate action
and avoid or minimise child deaths. The
referral system not only in the health
practice but also when the decision to
take the child to hospital is a key fac-
tor in getting help and avoiding child
deaths.”

Kayise Madlopha said “exclusive
breastfeeding is being encouraged to
mothers for the mandatory six months
as it helps the child fight the viruses and
bacteria that may cause deadly infec-
tions and lead to death.”

Exclusive breastfeeding is possible
even for working mothers. They can
express the breast milk and safely keep
for the child whilst at work. It is essen-
tial for the mothers to discuss breast-
feeding with their health care providers.
The most important aspect of exclusive

bail of ES 000 in order to gain his lib-
eration.

It is alleged that Simanga pretended
as if he was going to the revenue situ-
ated near the Magistrate’s Courts.

Information gathered is that the accused
came back and presented the receipts
to the court clerk saying he had paid the
full amount of E5 000.

However, the court clerk who was

attending Simanga got suspicious when

she realised that the receipt handed was
slightly different from the normal ones
used at the revenue.

The court clerk made an enquiry at
the revenue office to find out if the
receipt number was reflected in. their
system to find out if it was genuine.

breastfeeding is that the child needs only
the mother’s milk without other sup-
plementation feeds for first six months
of life.

Family planning could also assist in
minimising child deaths because a child

would be born from parents who are
prepared to care and provide appropri-

ately for the child thus the child will
grow in a safe and free environment
where they will not be subjected to many
diseases.
Sentiments
Mgcineni Ndlangamandla shared the
same sentiments saying properly plan-
ning on when and how many children
one wants helps with getting informa-
tion and scheduling than having many
children and pushing them to day-care

services.

Dr Mthethwa also pleaded with new

parents to adhere to the health educa-
tion provided by all health institutions
in the country so as to avoid child deaths.

“Where people do not understand,

they need to further ask the health prac-
titioners.

“Most of the cases are easily pre-

ventable and treatable conditions, so
parents should seek information before-
hand.”

Dr Mthethwa also revealed in the inter-

view that “pneumonia and diarrhea are

the common diseases that kill most chil-
dren. Other factors such as malnutri-
tion and environmental conditions height-
en the susceptibility of children to pneu-
monia.”

However, a call to the revenue offices
proved that Simanga was lying that he
had paid the bail amount for his rela-
tive.

He was found to have presented a
forged receipt with a government rev-
enue stamp. It is said the receipt had a
Matsapha Revenue stamp.

While the court clerks were busy mak-
Ing enquiries at the revenue via tele-
phone calls, it is said the suspect ran for
his dear life and tried to use the under-
ground passages in the court rooms to
escape.

However, it is said a police officer
identified as Constable Hlophe searched
for the suspect and found him hiding in
one of the courtrooms.

'NationaL News 15

DD offender quotes a

By Sizwe Dlamini
Pigg’s Peak

A drink driving accused
stunned Pigg’s Peak Senior
Magistrate Siphosini Diamini
when he gquoted him a story
from the Bible.
Machawe Dlamini [29] from
Malindza appeared in court for a
drink driving charge.
He was arrested after being
caught drink driving last Sunday
at a roadblock in Pigg’s Peak.
Dlamini had been drinking the
previous night at a family gather-
ing.

“All I drank was four litres of
emaganu, | had no idea that I
would be so drunk by the end of
the night. Unfortunately for me I
was then called by a person who

verse for magistrate

owed me money, so I had to
drive my car to Pigg’s Peak to
collect the money,” said Dlamini.
The magistrate said the accused
would not find a wife if he con-
tinued drinking alcohol in such
an abusive manner.
Driving
The magistrate also advised the
accused to desist from driving
whilst drunk.

“You must control how much
alcohol you drink as this will
make women-not want to marry

you,” said the magistrate prompt-

ing the accused to quote a bible
verse which stated that Mosses
got married when he was 95
years old.

The accused was sentenced to
10'months in a correctional facil-
ity if he failed to pay a fine of E2
000.

Man punched for trying

By Sizwe Dlamini
Pigg’s Peak

A man was fined E2 000 for

assaulting a man who was try-
ing to steal his supposedly rich
girlfriend at a bar in Pigg’s Peak.

The Pigg’s Peak Magistrate’s

Court heard how 24-year-old

Phiwayinkosi Mwelase was arrest-

ed after he assaulted Bonkhosi

Shongwe by punching him once

on the face.

The incident happened at the
City Corner Bar in Pigg’s Peak
last Saturday.

Mwelase stated that the punch
was a result of Shongwe’s move
to steal his girlfriend who was
buying beer for both of them.

“Shongwe was busy trying to
take my rich girlfriend away with
him so that they can go have sex.
I could not allow this to happen
because my girlfriend was buy-
ing beer for the both of us as [ am
unemployed thus 1 am broke. 1
usually make a living by doing
peace jobs for people,” Mwelase
said.

The accused said he then punched
Shongwe on the face as he could
see that he was being unreason-

to steal friend’s rich lover

PRESIDING: Senior
Principal Magistrate
Siphosini Dlamini.

able. He added that he was then
arrested before he left the bar.

“This whole incident makes no
sense to me as I.am the one who
phoned my girlfriend to come to
the barin the first place and it was
not Shongwe,” said Mwelase

Senior Pigg’s Peak Magistrate
Siphosini Dlamini said Mwelase
behaved immaturely and pro-
ceeded to sentence him to 10
months in a correctional facility
ifhe failed to pay the E2 000 fine
for the assault.

Simanga was then charged with
forgery in that he presented a forged
government receipt of ES 000 as
bail payment for the release of
Mfanimpela Gama.

On the second count, the accused
was charged with uttering in that
he presented to court clerks a forged

bail receipt well knowing that the
receipt was not authentie. The
accused was sentenced (o @ yedr
imprisonment witha fine aption of
E2 000 for forgery: Forutiering he

e to 10 months impris-
was S;’;te“',ﬁda fine option of E1

onme
500
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I((INTSIIINEIIA F BMERS DEAD, MUTILATED COW
arts missing and we conclud-
TO POST NO HARVEST [~ e
= devil. What came to mind soon
: 5 after the discovery, were the
' —— A family in Lavumisa is still  threats by our neighbours in
By Starsky Mkhonta , : Ty B reeling in shock after finding  ,nnection to the cow,” said
Nhlangano its cow dead and mutilated.  N1i.
The cow belonged to a Ntuli Moutilated
FARMERS in areas around family and it’s owners have N0 Nli said it was hardly two
KoNtshingila have said they will . idea as to what happened t0 it. 4oy after a neighbour issued
not get much harvest during the The incident occurred at the threats.
harvesting season despite that most Eluhlukweni which is one of “She had hinted that some-
parts of the country have been receiv- the mini-chiefdoms of Lavumisa, thing worse was going to hap-
ing rain. under Chief Gasa WaNgwane. pen,” said Ntuli. :

Farmers made use of the early rains The heifer was found dead Ny said as a family, they
and geared up for planting with the with some of its parts missing.  resojved to reporting the mat-
hope that the harvest season would The whole carcass was left  (o; ¢ the area’s authorities.
be a good one. and it is now suspected that those He said they were advised to

However, the hope has been shat- ~-involvedinthe return this
tered as the scotching sun has done = killing of the coming Friday
damage to their plants which will result cow, wanted to o The whole where the
in less harvest. - make mufi with carcass was left issue would

KaGwegwe Bucopho under Sandleni it. A = be discussed
Inkhundla Ngamiso Magutshwa said It is said fin- and it is now andl theoul-
only a few families would get their gers are now suspected that prit identified.
sweat’s worth and most farmers would pointing at one Asked as to
not be harvesting much crops. of the neigh- somgone or what hap-

He said he toured some of the areas ;JOUI‘S who @;r— those involved pened to the
under his jurisdiction and he was dis- ier on made 0 I 1 carcass, Ntuli
e e =ikt s in the killing of e

He said what saddened him was that oteNuifm- | the cow, wanted | 0. o
the community members had realised ily. ) to make muti- eating the
that they would not reap much. Mgezeni with it meat as they

“The sad thing is that most of them Ntuli, one of the > feared that the
spent a fortune as they were ‘fooled’ members of the worse might
by the rains that fell earlier and had « family, said the :
never thought their happiness would ~ almost over. Magutshwa said with schools already . .Cow was tied “Normally,
be short-lived. There is nothing they Expenses opened, that also meant some parents ~ under a tree. we eat the meat when a cow has
will harvest as the scorching sun ~ “Again, what we should consideris ~ would have no money to buy farm- " "He said last Thursday, they = qielionits own or slaughtered,
destroyed the crops. The farmers can  that there are expenses involved when  ing inputs to replough. < were shocked to find the cow ¢ in this case, we could not
only feed the destroyed maize plants it comes to farming, it is not free. What Reality dead and upon inspecting it, dis- ;.
to livestock,” said Magutshwa. I see happening is seeing ourselves  “It’s a reality we have to face that covered that part of the tongue  «we decided to use a flam-

Magutshwa said there was no way  in the same predicament of the past  even this time; it is going to be a bad and mouth was sliced. mable substance to burm the car-
the residents could retum to the fields ~ season. It’s back to square one where  year for some farmers. Climate change “We found the cow dead, but cass,” said Ntuli.
again as the ploughing season was  we will rely on handouts,”he said..  has brought these problems. we were shocked to find some

EZU LWI NI RE PO RT H AN DED TO 4 MIN ISTER " agement team of the town and other  a meeting which resolved that the

= - subordinates like Iabourers. CEO should be called upon to show

= x — e =7 Former mayors Elmon Fakudzeand  cause why he should not be ded

By Mbono Mdluli s A SR I} Robinson Zeeman also appeared  pending the investigation ()S;‘ltshp:rsleri-
Ml e : 4 - before the commission to submittheir  ous allegations of misconduct laid |

' ‘ ' 2 ViEws. against him.

THE much-awaited report on the B & Inmost instances, two peopleappeared ~ This was followed by an incident
Ezulwini Town Council commis- i to make their contributions ina day.  where the minister wrote to the coun-
sion of enquiry has been handed However, there are instances where  cil and gave it five working days to |
over to Minister of Housing and only one person would make a con-  respond and show cause why the min-
Urban Development, Phiwayinkhosi triution in a day. ister should not invoke Part XII of |
Mabuza. This started in August when Matsebula ~ the Urban Government Act of | 969, i

This was confirmed by Secretary wrote a letter to the minister. which madea provision for the appoint-
of the Commission Sindisile Zwane. He had asked him to intervene on  ment of a commission of inquiry and

“The report was handed over today the impasse between him and the - established the powers of the minis-

(Monday) to the minister. It is now
with the minister,”” Zwane said when
interviewed.

When contacted about the matter,
Mabuza said he was not in a position
to make the report public.

“You will not be able to get the
report now. It still belongs to the min-
ister, who is still having a look at it,”
Mabuza said.

The commission of enquiry was
instituted by Minister Mabuza on

November 18, 2016.

This was after a reported impasse
between some of the Ezulwini coun-
cillors and Ezulwini Town Council

Chief Executive

(]
AN &

~ Officer,

§ 4

I

7 &

REPORT: Ezulwini Town Council Chief Executive Officer,
Vusumutiwendvodza Matsebula and Minister of Housing and
Urban Development, Phiwayinkhosi Mabuza.

Vusumutiwendvodza Matsebula.

The commission was taking place
at the Cooperative College of Swaziland
(CODEC) in Ezulwini.

Probe

The commission was expected to
have finished the probe by December
23,2016. -

However, the probe was conclud-

'

. & % ¢4 4
R dt S 8 0 0.8.0 008

ed at the beginning of this month.

This was necessitated by the fact*
that many people were now inter-
ested in appearing before the com-
mission to submit their views.

Subordinates

The people who appeared includ-
ed all the Ezulwini councillors, the
CEOQ, some members of the man-

)
@ & ¢

council on time before their work-

ing relationship could reach a stage

where it would be destroyed.
Discuss

On September 19, 2016, the min-
ister responded by calling both par-
ties to a meeting at the ministry to
discuss the matter.

In that meeting, it was agreed that
the impasse would have to be solved
through a conflict reselution exer-
cise. :

The council was further directed to
put on hold its business in respect to
the impasse and any other matters
incidental thereto,

OnNovember 1,2016, council held

ter to enforce the performance of :
duties in town boards.
On November 10, 2016, the coun-
cil responded to the minister’s letter
where it argued that it never engaged
in any act of insubordination, but just
wanted to discipline its employee. It |
further argued that the conflict reso-
lution workshop proposed by themin-
istry officials at a meeting of the coun-
cil on September 19 was an entirely !
different process from the issue of i
workplace discipline. On November
18, 2016, the minister suspended the
activities of the council and institut- :
ed a commission of enquiry to probe
the Ezulwini Town Council matters, |
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REFRESH WHAT YOU THINK...

BILLION

RISING
REVOLTION

By
Bakhombisile
Dlamini

WRITER

THINGS are not always what they seem and
there is so much truth in that, especially in
a world where the power of defining was
seized by an insecure army.

This may be somebody’s “aha” moment and
it needed to be shared. Unless we take off our
rose-coloured glasses and start seeing things
for what they really are, then we shall remain
a blind nation and we will never grow. Speaking

NAMING THE WORBLD

of growth, we all want economic growth in our
countries and economic development for the
enlightened. It may be petty for the purposes
of this subject to quibble over the semantics,
but beyond that, we might need to really con-
sider the naming of the world, even in the con-
text of economic development.

Men have been naming the world and then
disowning the definitions with the wisdom our
parents demonstrated when we asked them
where babies came from when we were four.
Today the truth about names in the world is
easily evaded by calling things normal. The
entire complex of social beliefs and norms that
define things as feminine imply that women
should perform tasks that are monotonous and
time-consuming which require patience, per-
severance and dexterity. You are still in con-
flict with the notion that men are meant to be
scientists?

Then how do you explain the feminisation of
jobs and poverty? One thing is clear here, men
are scientists who know a lot about mutation

such that no deformed gene is welcome in their
DNA. Consider how everything weak and pow-

erless does no fall within the bracket of mas-

culinity.

Is it not a wonder though how back-breaking
labour qualifies as a female strength? Women
are paid low wages to carry out tedious, ardu-
ous and low skilled jobs which they combine
with child-bearing and domestic chores like
fetching firewood and water.

Often, they carry out “disguised”” wage work
under carefully constructed titles to promote
exploitation as daughters, daughters-in-law and
Wwives.

Despite the triple- burden of work done by
women, their work still fails to enhance their
status. Instead, women face double exploita-
tion. Patriarchy legitimised the father as the
head and gave him permission to return from
work (his work being the best thing to ever hap-
pen to the world) and take off the shoes that the
household labourer who is also a hawker (wife,
in a sophisticated language) picked and pol-

ished for him to wear to work. He does this
while picking up the remote to watch the evening
news with his feet on the coffee table. He rests
while the female worker (wife) gets ready for
another shift- the third shift of the day. She is
expected to carry out this duty with grace and
efficiency that surpasses all understanding to

please the master.

But with which strength?

Nobody knows, but somehow what needs to
be done gets done. At the end of the day, hav-
ing worked themselves to the bone, the work
of the women is not considered labour. It remains |
outside the system of national accounts and yet |
we are speaking of economic development.
How when even the most obvious things elude
us?

Half of the world population is making a sig- |
nificant contribution to our economies and
beyond failing to reward them, we also fail to
acknowledge them. There is definitely an urgent
need to revisit the naming and defining of the

world for everyone’s benefit. ,
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ONTHISDAY

...FEBRUARY 1

1960 - Four black college students
began a sit-in protest at a lunch counter
in Greensboro, NC. They had been
refused service.

1968 - During the Vietnam War, South
Vietnamese National Police Chief Brig.
Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan executed a
Viet Cong officer with a pistol shot to
the head. The scene was captured in
a news photograph.

1976 - "Sonny and Cher" resumed on
TV despite a real life divorce.

1979 - Patty Hearst was released from
prison after serving 22 months of a
seven-year sentence for bank robbery.
Her sentence had been commuted by
US President Carter.

1979 - Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
was welcomed:-in Tehran as he ended
nearly 15 years of exile.

1987 - Terry Williams won the largest
slot machine payoff, at the time, when
won $4.9 million after getting four lucky
7s on a machine in Reno, NV.

1991 - A USAIr jetliner crashed atop a
commuter plane at Los Angeles
International Airport. 35 people were
killed.

1994 - Jeff Gillooly pled guilty in
Portland, OR, for his role in the attack
on figure skater Nancy Kerrigan. Gillooly,
Tonya Harding's ex-husband, struck a
plea bargain under which he confessed
to racketeering charges in exchange
for testimony implicating Harding.

1996 - Visa and Mastercard announced
security measures that would make it
safe to shop on the Internet.

1998 - Stuart Whitman received a star
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

1999 - Former White House intern
Monica Lewinsky gave a deposition that
‘was videotaped for senators weighing
impeachment charges against US
President Clinton.

2001 - Three Scottish judges found
Abdel Basset al-Mergrahi guilty of the
1988 bombing of Pan Am Flight 103,
which killed 270 people. The court said
that Megrahi was a member of the
Libyan intelligence service. Al-Amin
Khalifa, who had been co-accused, was
acquitted and freed.

2003 - NASA's space shuttle Columbia
exploded while re-entering the Earth's
atmosphere. All seven astronauts on
board were killed.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Harry Styles (Pop singer) -

Kn - February 1,
Febrary 1, 1994 (23 years old) il

1978 (39 years old)
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ANC: Ais NEC outlines 2017 plans,
GOIIII'OVGI'SIES remain unaddressed

ON Monday, the ANC’s nation-
al Executive Committee (NEC)
reported back from its annual
lekgotla, outlining the party’s
plans for the year.

The gist of the ANC’s goals remain
similar to those of previous years,
with “radical socio-economic trans-
formation” a key theme.

The ANC was last week accused
of violating electoral laws as it
allegedly waged a covert smear
campaign against opposition par-
ties, aiming to challenge print media’s
criticism. The story developed on
Monday. ANC General Manager
Ignatius Jacobs laid a counter legal

suit against Sihle Bolani, who exposed

the alleged “black-ops’ municipal
election campaign after she wasn’t
paid for work she said her compa-
ny performed for the party.
Culpability

While those Bolani said were
involved have denied culpability
and the ANC has distanced itself
from the issue, the claims have seri-
ously tarnished the party’s image.
They suggest it is willing to violate
the law to win elections, is plagued
by rogue elements potentially rais-
ing money in the party’s name,
regardless of whether they do any
work, and, worst of all, the ANC
appears either in denial, which would
be an insult to the public, or to have
no knowledge of what senior employ-
ees and well-connected supporters
are doing. Despite the allegations,
ANC Secretary-General Gwede
Mantashe refused to comment on
the matter during a press confer-
ence on Monday. He was report-
ing back after a recent NEC lek-
gotla meeting and, regardless of the
issue’s importance for the future of
the party and democracy, compared
it to more general workplace issues.

NO COMMENT: Secretary-
General Gwede Mantashe
refused to comment on
the "War Room"” matter
during a press confer-
ence.

“If there is any development in
that process we think we must
announce, we will announce it. I
think you must respect that,” said
Mantashe to questions as to whether
Jacobs was facing disciplinary hear-
ings and could be forced to resign.
“I am appealing for space to deal
with this matter. It’s a serious mat-
ter for us.”

Outlining

Mantashe was outlining the ANC
NEC’s commitments for the year,
including details on economic growth,

accelerated radical socio-econom-
ic transformation, land reform, high-
er education, fighting crime and
corruption, and building state capac-
ity. Many of the questions he faced,
however, related to the party’s recent
controversies and its elective con-
gress, to be held in Gauteng in

December.

He played down claims that Brian
Molefe could be sent to Parliament,
after a weekend report said the ANC
in North West was pushing for
Molefe to be sent to Cape Town,
potentially as a precursor to replac-
ing Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan.

Molefe resigned as chair of Eskom
after the former public protector
linked him in her State of Capture
report to benefits the Gupta fami-
ly allegedly received from the elec-
tricity utility. While Gordhan is cur-
rently at blows with the family,
Molefe reportedly has good rela-
tions with them and other pro-Gupta
factions.

“It cannot be a question of how
do we feel,” said Mantashe on
Molefe’s reported move to Parliament.

Nominating

He outlined the ANC'’s process-
es of nominating and sending mem-
bers to Parliament. “’You don’t wake
up one day and say Brian Molefe
goes to Parliament and he goes to
Parliament. It doesn’t happen like
that.”

A key issue Mantashe made an
announcement on the implemen-
tation of'a new process for the nom-
ination of candidates for leadership
positions at the ANC’s congress
later this year. “There will be an
electoral commission to say when
branches nominate, they must seal
the envelope and hand it over to a
central place. If we don’t do that,

we will have a nomination by slates,”
he said. National structures will
approve branch nominations to avoid
tampering from regions and provinees,
which may favour slates, he said.
Slates have recently dominated
ANC elections and are already being
touted ahead of this year’s congress.
“In line with the 2016 NGC res-

olution that the branch is the basic
unit of the ANC, that slates must
be outlawed and that serious action
must be taken to prevent and deal
with the practice of slate, the NEC
resolved do away with the practice
of consolidating nominations for
leadership at a regional and pronn-
cial level. Branches must be given
the right to nominate. Consolidation
at other levels tampers with the
authority of the branches to nomi-
nate. All nominations for leader-
ship from branches will be consol-
idated nationally by the electoral
commission,” said the NEC state-
ment. All ANC members in good
standing by the end of April will
be able to stand for election and
branches will hold meetings in
September and October to make
nominations ahead of the December

elections.
Slates

The most commonly talked-of
slates so far relate to the election of
either Cyril Ramaphosa or Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma as president.

The latter is seen as tied to the
Premier League and defending
President Jacob Zuma, while
Ramaphosa at this stage only appears
to have rallied support on an anti-
Zuma agenda. A number of other
ANC leaders have also been men-
tioned as candidates for party pres-
ident. On key issues facing the coun-
try, the ANC NEC made a number
of resolutions which will now be
discussed in the upcoming Cabinet

lekgotla before the State of the
Nation address. While some of the
resolufions could make a difference
in the development of the country,
key questions remain over the ANC’s
ability to implement policy and what
it can do while it’s distracted by
scandals and party in-fighting.

ADVOCATE Gerrie Nel, bulldog
prosecutor extraordinaire, should
not be joining AfriForum.

Nel is above AftiForum. Nel belongs
to all South Africans who saw him
put Oscar Pistorius and Jackie Selebi
in jail.

No wonder social media has explod-

ed with anger, outrage and sadness
after the news broke that Nel would
be joining a racially divisive lobby
group.
While we should be discussing the
implosion of the National Prosecuting
Authority (NPA) under Advocate
Shaun Abrahams, we are discussing
AfriForum. And that is just wrong.
Save SA's Lawson Naidoo tweet-
ed: "He runs the risk of destroying
his legacy of a proud career in pub-
lic service." I agree.
I cannot imagine the unbearable

working under at the NPA to have
considered making such a dramatic
jump.

Let's be clear: I am not saying Nel
should not have resigned. It is the
right of every civil servant to pursue
private interests and dreams when

circumstances Nel must have been °

they feel they can no longer do this
as part of the state.

Many former civil servants become
successful advocates, entrepreneurs
and CEOs. Think of Maria Ramos,
Dali Mpofu, Andile Ngcaba, Bulelani
Ngcuka, George Fivaz and Mo Shaik.
Itis Nel's fullest right to exit the NPA
after reaching a certain level of "gatvol-
ness'.

1t is unsurprising that Nel felt he

could not see out his last five years

as prosecutor. The NPA has been in
turmoil for years. The organisation
is one of the biggest casualties of the
Jacob Zuma era.

When he couldn't save her husband
from going to prison, suspended
deputy NPA Head Nomgcobo Jiba
declared war on Nel. It is known that
she and her allies tried to make life
hell for him.

He was constantly under some kind
of fake investigation and has never
been charged successfully.

During all of this, Nel kept on doing
what he was born to do: putting bad
guys in prison. His cross-examina-
tion of Pistorius and tenacity to seek
justice for Reeva Steenkamp made

Gerrie Nel is making the mistake of his life

him a hero for millions of South
Africans, black and white,

Although Nel has always been
extremely media shy, the person I
encountered in court was a kind, gen-
tle soul who only cared about one
thing: justice.

He treated all his colleagues - irre-
spective of gender, race or creed -

with the utmost respect. By joining

AftiForum, Nel will play right into

the hands of his enemies, who will

predictably react with a "there you
go; we always knew" response.

Why is AftriForum loathed by so
many people?

"I'm sure Afrikaans people are
rejmcmg currently Their beloved
son is coming home to fight the swart
gevaar. Abelungu oSathane," tweet-
ed @MsZondi06 - a sentiment
expressed by hundreds of people on
social media after the news broke
that Nel was joining AfriForum,

Of course Twitter isn't a scientific
poll of public sentiment, but T would
guess that by far the majority of South
Afficans (including whites) would
be surprised that Nel was consider-
ing joining AfriForum.

suspicion as an attack on black peo-
ple in defence of white privilege,
even when it isn't. Nel should con-
sider this before signing on the dot-
ted line, if he hasn't done so yet. |

AfiiForum is the "civil rights mO\:I
ment" of the Solidarity trade union.
Their explicit aim is to protect the
constitutional rights of white, Afiikaans-
speaking people. Apart from a [abour
case involving coloured prison warders,
the majority of their campaigns and
cases have been about fighting trans-
formation and affirmative action in
South Africa.

Do they have a right to do so?
Absolutely. Their campaigns vary
from the noble (fixing potholes in
dilapidated towns) to the ridiculous

(painting their faces black outside

the Union Buildings to protest affir- |
mative action).

They have now enlisted the ser-
vices of private investigator Paul
O'Sullivan. Nel will allegedly pur-
sue private prosecutions on their
behalf. This is a clever PR strategy
by an organisation yeaming for wider
appeal and acceptance.

But Nel should know better. Every
private prosecution AfiForum brings
to court will rightfully be treated with

NEWS24
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pitfalls as first deadline closes

YESTERDAY the first window of
opportunity for public comments
on the controversial Prevention
and Combating of Hate Crimes
and Hate Speech Bill closes.

On Monday PEN SA, which rep-
resents writers, editors and transla-
tors, expressed deep concern at the
dangers posed by the Bill which, in
its current form, threatens and crim-
inalises freedom of expression.

Also, the fractured political climate
in which the hate speech provisions
were tagged onto the Bill, released
in October last year, raised concerns
that it can be used to silence and jail
government critics.

The threat of potential repression
and a jail term make for strange bed-
fellows.

Shortly after Minister of Justice
Michael Masutha published the
Prevention and Combatting of Hate
Crime and Hate Speech Bill (a decade
in the making) in October last year,
Advocate Nadine Badenhorst, legal
representative for Freedom of Religion
South Africa (FOR SA) — which
claims it is a “voice for the Christian
Church in South Africa” —wrote that
the Bill in its current form would
“muzzle” believers from “preaching,
teaching or speaking ‘controversial’
Scriptures and issues like abortion,
creationism, euthanasia, prostitution,
sexual immorality™.

Fundamentalist

Badenhorst rather shrilly warned
that the fear then was that “liberal
activists” would “push their own agen-
da to silence, in their opinion, ‘extrem-
ist, fundamentalist, narrow-minded
and bigoted’ views”.

For SA believes that “when certain -
speech is criminalised, no one would
dare open their mouths for fear that
someone might take offence and report
them to the authorities. Debate on
issues such as what is morally right
and wrong, what is just and unjust,
would be shut down and the very free-
doms we cherish as South Africans,
namely free speech and freedom of
religion, would be reined in.”

In other words, Ghanaian Pastor
Dag Heward-Mills would have had
his ass dragged from the Grace Bible
Church for his recent homophobic
sermon, charged in a court of law and
could spend time in the slammer.

Thing is, the Constitution protects
Pastor Heward-Mills’ right to free
speech as it does that of journalists,
comedians, satirists, cartoonists and
everyone else.

And herein lies the complexity of
the proposed new legislation.

On the other hand is the response
from those who treasure free speech
and that is more or less summed up
in a statement released on Monday
by PEN SA, the South African chap-
ter of an international organisation
that represents writers, editors and
translators.

“Firm measures are required to guard
against racist and hate speech. However,
PEN SA strongly believes that we
cannot, as a country and lawmakers,
rely on the law to address these com-
plex social problems and the hurt and
outrage expressed by many South
Africans. We acknowledge the gen-
uine need signalled by this proposed
legislation. However, the law —and
this Bill in particular — cannot act as

a shortcut to the broader social change
that is clearly necessary,” reads the
statement issued on behalf of PEN
SA President Margie Orford, Exec-
utive Vice President Mandla Langa,
vice President Raymond Louw as
well as board members Carole Bloch,
Adre Marshall, Nadia Davids and
Gabeba Baderoon.

PEN SA’s main concerns with the
new Bill are that the offences out-
lined were far too broadly framed and
could infringe on freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of the media and
that it opened opportunities for the
introduction of offences that equate
“insult laws”™ where criminal defama-
tion laws can be used — to censor the
media and the public right to know.

“Inaddition, it [PEN SA] is alarmed
at the penalties proposed for offences

under the legislation. They include
severe lengthy prison sentences.”
Comprehensive

The organisation also noted that
“the comprehensive manner in which
the Bill impinges on what would nor-
mally be regarded as humorous com-
mentary on the mores of society has
alarmed some comedians, who nor-
mally have few qualms about the law
when performing. While one come-
dian supports the Bill because too
many people have gotten away with
a slap on the wrist for hate speech,
three of his colleagues expressed grave
concerns that the Bill is ‘too broad
and very restrictive’ and that it will
prevent them, or anyone else, from
making critical comments in their
Jjokes about the president and the state
of the nation.”

Matthew Clayton, Secretary of the
Hate Crimes Working Group (HCWG),
amulti-sectoral network of civil soci-
ety organisations that share a com-
mon concemn with regards to the impact
of hate crimes in South Aftica, wrote
soon after the Minister of Justice had
released the Bill for public comment
last year, said that the Bill essential—
ly was a “‘potentially game-changing
piece of policy”.

The HCWG has been an integral
part of the decade-long research apd
development of the Bill and while
the proposed legislation created much-

needed protection for groups that were
vulnerable and who were targeted
because of race, sexual orientation,
gender, national origin, occupation
or disability, the inclusion, wrote

Clayton, of “hate speech” in the Bill.

“was cause for concern”.

The Bill was released in the after-
math of several vicious public racist
attacks, including Penny Sparrow,
and the inclusion of hate speech, said
Clayton, had been “a knee-jerk and
political reaction to what is the deep
and complex problem of racism and
white supremacy in South Africa”.

“The interpretation of hate speech
is broad to the point of futility — in
what constitutes hate speech and how
it can be inflicted — and has been
wedged into an otherwise useful and
important Bill without the kind of
consultation that had strengthened

the Bill up to that point,” he opined.

PEN SA said that a key component
of “hate speech’ as defined in the Bill
“is when any person intentionally, by
means of any communication what-
soever, communicates in a manner
that advocates hatred towards any
other person or group of persons or
is threatening, abusive or insulting
towards any other person or group of
persons and which demonstrates a
clear intention to incite others to harm
any person or group of persons whether
or not such person or group of per-
sons is harmed, or stir up violence
against, or bring into contempt or
ridicule, any person or group of per-

sons.’
Defined

“The description of the categories
and subjects of hate speech as defined

in the Bill extend to virtually any char-
acteristic and activity of a person and
are far too wide.

“One of the dangers this situation
gives rise to is the temptation it holds
out for the authorities, including police
officers and prosecutors, to base

charges on almost any human emo-
tion as expressed by facial or bodily
expression or innuendo. Among the
characteristics of the victims that the
perpetrator of hate speech may latch
on to is the new category called ‘inter-
sex’, defined as a congenital sexual
differentiation which is atypical to
whatever degree — whatever that may
mean.”

It appeared that in drafting the Bill,
the South African Department of
Justice had been influenced by the
legislation in force in the United
Kingdom, Australia and Canada (since
repealed), though that influence appears
not to extend to penalties.

“The South African penalties for
hate speech appear to be much more

severe. For a first offence a three-year
jail term or a fine, not defined but
according to commentators likely to
be heavy, can be imposed and for a
second offence the prison sentence
can be 10 years or a commensurate
fine. In Britain, the practice has been
to impose a six-month jail term for a
first offence.”
Finally, PEN SA said it believed
the legislation “must be withdrawn”.
“South Africa already has a law

Refresh What You Think

which deals with hate speech, the
Promotion of Equality and Prevention
of Unfair Discrimination Act. The
Equality Act already holds out con-
cerns about potential encroachment
on freedom of expression. Section 10
of the Act states: “No person may

publish, propagate, advocate or com-
municate words based on one or more
of the prohibited grounds against any
person, that could reasonably be con-
strued to demonstrate a clear inten-
tion to be hurtful, be harmful or to
incite harm (and/or) promote or prop-
agate hatred.”
PEN SA also supported the view
that the new legislation would have
“a chilling effect on freedom of speech
and freedom of expression. But PEN
South Africa believes the legislation
will do much more damage. The
implementation of the legislation is
likely to result in actual censorship
and the harsh prison sentences could
inflame emotions among commumni-
ties that could lead to violence.”
Clayton has suggested that the Bill
cannot be used to infringe the rights
of satirists to attack politicians ‘ because
the courts will probably strike down
any interpretation of the Bill in that
manner as unconstitutional. The best-
case scenario is, however, not a good
enough reason for the passage of leg-
islation that potentially endangers our
right to freedom of expression.”
Mocking

In April last year, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel found herself caught
in the crossfire of a case that tested
diplomatic relations and the limits of
free speech and satire in that country

when she allowed the prosecution of
a German comedian, Jan Bchmermann,
who had penned a poem mocking
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.

Erdogan had evoked an over 100-
year-old obscure clause in the German
penal code known as “lese majeste”.
Merkel juggled the potential diplo-
matic fracas by leaving it to the German
courts to decide on Bohmermann’s

fate. Prosecutors later dropped the
investigation citing “insufficient evi-
dence”.

On January 25 this year Germany
abolished the law, defending the hon-
our of foreign leaders a move that

will still have to be ratified by the
Bundestag lower house.

Just in time for a visit by POTUS
45, which is imminent.

The Prevention and Combating of
Hate Crimes and Hate Speech Bill
will be served before Cabinet later
this year before being introduced to
Parliament.

The battle is far from over in South
Aftica and the rest of the world where
thin-skinned politicians are resorting
10 ever more authoritarian measures

to clamp down on criticism and dis-
sent.
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1. “The important &g to remember 1 not to for-
et"

%- Benny Bellamacina, Philosophical Uplifting Quotes
and Poems

2. "Are we done now?” (Eric)”
— Shannon A. Thompson, Minutes Before Sunset

3 1“The wittiest authors raise the very slightest of
smiles.”
— Friedrich Nietzsche, Human, All Too Human

4, “Good madonna, give me leave to
prove you a fool.”
— William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night

5. “Just bring your wits. Sometimes that's the most
effective weapon any of us has.”
— Jean Ferris, Thrice Upon a Marigold

?. “Graham's life is as tense as an overstretched sim-
] e. »
— Zane Stumpo, Schrodingers Caterpillar

7. “Well, well," said he, "donot make yourself unhap-
py. If you are a good girl for the next ten years, | will
take you to a review at the end of them.”

— Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice

8. “Look, this is helping me out quite a bit, but could
you just dget to the punishment part? We're at the end
of World War Two in history, and | can't wait to find
out who wins.”

— Rob Thomas, Rats Saw God

9. “Wit makes its own welcome and \evels all dis-
tinctions.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

10. On the teft-hand side of the lawn, also with a
petunia bed, is an equally mythic figure: the weazy
soldier, his three top shirt buttons undone, his neci
bowed as if for the headman’s axe, his uniform rum-
pled, his helmet askew, leaning on his malfunction-
ing Ross rifle. Forever young, forever exhausted, he
tops the War Memorial, his skin burning green in the
sun, pigeon droppings running down his face like
tears.”

- Mdrgaret Atwood, The Blind Assassin

11. “Half is better than none unless it be of a wit.”
— Susan Lendroth

12. “You can tell a really wonderful quote by the
fact that it's attributed to a whole raft of wits.”

— Anna Quindlen, Imagined London: A Tour of the
World's Greatest Fictional City

13. A blow or punch delivered by military aircraft
to a target who s suspected of being adverse to one's
plot for world domination.” =
— Leslie Starr O'Hara, The Doublespeak Dictionary:
Your Guide to the Euphemisms, isms, and
Other Linguistic Contrivances of the State

14.A person who believes in liberty, but only for the
state.”
— Leslie Starr O'Hara, The Doublespeak Dictionary:

Your Guide to the Euphemisms, isms, and
Other Linguistic Contrivances of the State

15. “Im very fond of experimental housekesping
— Jane Austen

16. “l was going to write a sharp witky email full of

devastating one-liners but | suspect you want some-

thing nicer than that”

;_Lucy Robinson, The Greatest Love Story of All
ime

t1)7. (l'lmle - ust ’
eautiful | , Just SO You Know.
2 Greatest A@Story of All

ou make the trieks look good.
obat, and a witty comedian.
pls wﬁf'mwml, ish--trip
rin and spout nonsense. These
to maEe them feel better about them
selves, not to remind them what they lack.”
— Kelli Swofford Nielsen, Journey to the Fringe
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VITALS
Prime Rate ' 10.75%

First National Bank

Inflation Rate 8.7%
Central Statistical Office
Mortgage Rate 9.75%
Swaziland Building Society

Bank Rate 7.25%
Central Bank

Petrol (u) E11.00 per litre
Replacement E11.05 per litre
Diesel E10.95 per litre
Paraffin E 7.15 per litre

Engen Garage

FOREIGN
EXCHANGE /.

Correct as at 27 JAN 2017
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OPENS ONA HIGH

By Linda Dlamini

SUGAR prices have rallied at the
outset of the year following the
declining trend observed in most
of the fourth quarter of 2016.

According to economists from
Focus Economics, international
sugar traded at E280 cents per pound
as of January 13,2017.

“The price was up 11.9 per cent
from the same day last month and
6.6 per cent higher on a year-to-
date basis. Also, the price was up
44.7 per cent from the same day of
last year,” said the economists.

The sugar industry in Swaziland
remains the highest contributor to
government’s treasury through tax-
ation, social services and trade.

It also plays a crucial role in the
country’s economy by influencing
economic growth and employment.

Last year, Swaziland Sugar
Association (SSA) distributed total
wealth worth about E3.9 billion to

University of Swaziland (UNISWA)
agricultural economics lecturers
and economists Sotja Dlamini and
Micah Masuku said given the role
of the country’s sugar industry, it
was important to understand the
influencing factors of Swaziland
sugar exports volumes to its major
trading partners.

“Credit extension to the private
sector is reflective of the structure
of the economy which is driven by
the sugar sector in agriculture man-
ufacturing and services,” the econ-

omists said.

A study conducted by the lectur-
ers last year, found that Swaziland
sugar exports had a positive influ-
ence to the country’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP).

Policies

“Therefore, policies that lead to
the exceptional advancement of the
country’s economy should be pro-

moted,” said the economists.

Last year, the country recorded

negative economic growth and the
fall in international sugar prices like-

ly contributed to the contraction of
the economy.

The study concluded that the
Kingdom’s Sugar exports tend to
increase into countries where the
official language was English, which
suggest that sharing the same lan-
guage promotes sugar exports and
the country should expand and pro-
mote its sugar exports by selling to

those countries.

“The formations of the Common
Market for Eastemn and Southern
Africa (COMESA) and the European
Union (EU) trading blocs have sig-

nificant positive effects on Swaziland

sugar exports, hence the study rec-
ommends that in order to enhance

Swaziland sugar export flows, the

processes of economic integration
should be deepened,” the econo-
mists stated.

Meanwhile, the economists also
observed that the importer’s popu-
lation impacted negatively on the
country’s sugar exports, suggest-
ing that the trading partners become
self- sufficient as their population

SrOWS.

“So Swaziland sugar exports vol-
umes can increase by lowering the
sugar trade to these countries,” they
concluded.

SERA WITHOLDS NEW ELECTRICITY TARIFF ANNOUNCEMENT

CURRENCY BUY | SELL || stakeholders including millers, grow-
US Dollar / SZL 13.4250 (134750 [§  ers and government. .
However, the intemnational price
=ia British Pound/SZL | 16.8356 [ 16.8983|  of sugar at E280 cent per pound
was still below the 2012 level of
| @ Japanese Yen/SZL 8.5521 | 8.5818 E295 cents per pound.
Swiss France/SZL 13.3982 [13.4427
Botswana Pula/SZL 1.2713 | 1.2801
B Australian Dollar/szL | 10.0956 | 10.1345 By Manqoba Makhubu
o i 10.2332 {10.2682
Sanadion Doapaat CONSUMERS will have to wait
Mozambique 55211 | 55042 until next week for the final out-
__ Meticals/SZL e : come of the proposed 20.19 per
Euro/SZL cent electricity hike.
u 14.3178 [14.3711 T SwpilsndEnesy Regulstory
Gold ,181.8600 Authority (SERA) decided to with-
oil 55,8800 hold the public announcement of the

———

new tariff rate which was highly
anticipated to be made today as
promised by the authority.

“We ask the public to be patient
with us; we still have one critical
internal exercise that we have to
complete before the official announce-
ment to the public. We are looking
at making the announcement early
next week,” said manager Consumer
and Stakeholder Management
Sikhumbuzo Nkambule.

He said they have already engaged

the relevant stakeholders with regards |

' tothe postponement, especially the

applicant, Swaziland Electricity
Company (SEC).

He said it was critical for the reg-
ulator to exercise due diligence on
the subject matter due to its weight-
ing on the economy.

Yesterday, the regulator was expect-
ed to present the new tariffto Cabinet.

but was noncommittal with regards
to the details of the meeting. He how-
ever, stressed that the postponement
had nothing to do with Cabinet.
Speaking to this publication on
Monday, Nkambule assured con-
sumers that whatever the outcome,
they should rest assured that their
interests are well catered for and

weighed against other factors to be
considered.

“We can assure consumers that the
regulator is committed to ensuring
security of electricity supply in the
country and by so doing, we looked

at both the views of the public and
the reasons for the need to review
the electricity tariff.

“We also considered the fact that
looking into the future, the country
has to be self reliant when it comes
to the supply of electricity, hence
we also considered the need for the
utility to implement generation pro-
Jects for the sake of the country,”
said Nkambule.

Adding, he said the regulator would
ensure that consumers have the 60
days notice of change.

The new changes according to fig-
ures contained in SEC’s proposal
will affect close to 180 000 con-
sumers who are customers to the
country’s lone power utility.

s b ————
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By Linda Dlamini

THE Swaziland Consumer
Association (SCA) welcomes the
news that there will soon be three

nications sector.

SCA Chairman, Bongani Mdluli
said the association was pleased that
the communications sector of the
country would soon see new entrants
in the market.

players in the mobile telecommu- -

Business 21

Consumers happy with sel

Mdluli said the introduction of the
two others players in the sector would
increase competition and this would
be good for consumers.

“We are happy that the monopoly
that was held by Swazi MTN will
soon be a thing of the past,” he said.

The chairman congratulated Swazi
Mobile Limited for being granted the
licence to provide a mobile telecom-
munications service to consumers.
He said they can’t wait to see the com-
pany up and running.

“Consumers will benefit immense-
ly with the addition of another ser-

ection of third mobile company

the new mobile service provider is
owned by Swazis, came as a bonus

vice provider in the communications ~ and also deserves credit.
sector. This is especially the case in ~ “This means that the profits derived
terms of pricing and service that con- by the company will be retained with-

sumers will now get as a consequence
of competition,” he said.

“All sectors in the economy should
strive to increase competition as this
is beneficial not only to consumers
but the economy as a whole,” he fur-
ther stated.

in the economy,” he said.

The other two mobile telecommu-
nication service providers, Swazi

(SCCOM), through General Notice

No.10 of 2016, announced its inten-

tion to award a licence to Swazi Mobile
Limited as the third telecommunica-
tions service provider.

The other three applicants were
Vietiel Global Investment Jomt Stock
Company irading as Vietel, Manritas

MTN and Swaziland Post and Telecomlimited and sdnet which is

Telecommunications, are also pre-

dominately Swazi owned.
The regulator,

a partnership between Data Network

Services (PTY) Limited “DataNet”

Meanwhile, Mdluli said the fact that Communications Commission Limited (NFS) respectively.

Swaziland and Ndlaphu Financial Services (Pty) /

26 PLOTS STILL AVAILABLE 54 stil 2 good home

for offshore investment

Stories by Manqoba Makhubu

26 plots are still available for prospec-
tive buyers at Mabuya Township.
The township situated between two to
three kilometres from the Ngwenya bor-
der post and about only 18km away from
Mbabane, was developed by the Swaziland
National Housing Board (SNHB).

SNHB invested over E20 million for
the township development which now
boasts fully serviced infrastructure.

According to SNHB Public
Relations/Communications, Zamancele
Mavuso, the township had 98 residential
plots, of which 32 were reserved and 40
have already been sold, “so now only 26
plots are still available for prospective
buyers.”

The township plots sizes ranges from
449m? to 962m?>.

During a show of the township held on
May 3 last year, SNHB said the town-
ship which is a plot and house develop-
ment was, aimed at low and middle income
earners.

In a recent interview, last Friday with
SNHB Chief Executive Officer Mduduzi
Dlamini, he said the housing board had
been working tirelessly to meet the increas-
ing demand for both residential and insti-
tutional residences in the country.

Through loans backed by a government
guarantee from the Public Service Pensions
Fund (PSPF) E600 million and Swaziland
National Provident Fund (SNPF) E100

for the institutional housing project.

“We have moved into stage two of the
Institutional Housing Project (IHP). From
last year, we have been constructing units
for the ministry of health,” he said.

Dlamini said the plan going forward
was to get excessive funding to build units
for teachers under the ministry of edu-
cation. :

“And in each case, government gives
us a guarantee, we then use that guaran-
tee to source funding,” said Dlamini.

Meanwhile, Dlamini said IHP was also
aimed to resuscitate the economy. Hence,
the professionals that were contracted
from architects to engineers and survey-
ors were Swazi.

“We would like government to extend
the mandate, especially now because with
the economic slowdown we need to keep
going to turn the economy around,” he

million, SNHB had already utilised E700
million and still looks at raising E300
million to reach the E1 billion target set

said.

“I am happy about the outcomes of the
\project and I draw satisfaction from see-
ing a lot of contractors who started small,
but have now significantly grew,” he fur-

ther stated.

In the past two to three years, he said
SNHB had been the strength of the con-
struction industry.

A total of about 60 sites were covered
in phase one of the project all over the
country and more than 30 contracts were
awarded to more than 26 contractors.

The housing board prides itself for hav-
ing provided over a thousand rental units
at affordable local rates within the dense-
ly populated urban areas and have hand-
ed over numerous plots on title deed land
for development by Swazi citizens. .

It has also made available scores of
houses for ownership by locals, which
has ensured easier access to property own-
ership through our township develop-
ments.

Mbabane Council takes measures to control outdoor advertising

THE Municipal Council of Mbabane
has taken measures to control outdoor
advertising. _

Recent years have seen a proliferation
of mostly uncontrolled outdoor adver-
tising signs throughout the city.

As a response, the counqll has set up
street pole signs located within close prox-
imity to the city’s arterial rogd network.

Information and Public Relations Officer
Lucky Tsabedze said this was meant to
bring order in the capit.al city by proyxd—
ing organised advertising and direction-
al signs throughout the city. :

“A service provider was given t_he job
through a tendering process. He will han-
dle all those who will do outdoor adver-
tising and directions.

“Of course this is a business oppo:tu—
nity, therefore it will come at a cost,” he
said. it Rl '

IN PROGRESS: Part

of the signs installed

by the council along
Mndzimba avenue,
similar signs have
been installed within
the city’s road

E network. (Pic:

i | Mangoba Makhubu)

Super Signs Swaziland has been entrust-
ed to handle the task.

The council whose mandate is guided
by the Integrated Development Plan (IDP),
which is a physical, economic, environ-
mental and operational policy guide for
the city’s development over a five year
period from 2014-2019, seeks to achieve
its vision of being ‘the preferred desti-
nation in Southern Aftica.’.".

According to the council’s annual report
for 2016, the IDP was designed to help
the municipality deliver in its mission of
preserving, protecting and enhancing the
quality of life, harnessing growth, devel-
opment, good governance, responsive
quality services for all stakeholders and
sustainable development based on mod-
ern technological, environmental, eco-
nomic and social principles.

L By Mangoba Makhubu

DESPITE a disastrous 2016
experienced by South Africa,
Old Mutual Group Head of
Macro Solutions, Peter Brooke
says the republic has brighter
- prospects for investors this year.
This is good news for local fund
managers who testified that they
were enjoying better returns as
part of their offshore investment
portfolio in the republic.

US wage growth, which was dri-
ving increased consumer spend-
ing and hence, inflation.

“A rise in spending means
increased demand, which will
translate into better profits. While
in the global equity bull market,
we’ve had multiple expansions,
the thing that has been missing is
profits.

“With better growth, we think
that earings will come through

and we believe earnings have the

potential to surprise on the upside”

“There are three big themes that  he said.

we believe will dominate markets
in the year ahead. These are keynes
is king, reflation and SA stabilis-

Brooker said the big theme, ‘SA

es. going forward.
“The first two themes are about “The biggest factor is rain. The

an improving world and better  drought has broken and this will
global growth, while the third meana good agricultural harvest.
theme is SA is spe- This, in turn, will
cgﬁc aqd has the This is good news bring food prices
biggestimpact on down and the con-
thelocalassetclass-  for local fund sumer will have more
es in w’l,nch we managers who d1§posable income,
invest, said ; said Brooker.
Brooke. testified that they  “Another support-

He said the world e _ ing factor is inflation.
has shifted. were enjoying bet- i recently hit

“The big bond ter returns as part anannual rate 0f6.8
bull market is over . per cent, we believe
and there is amove of their offshore this is the peak and
away from mon-  jnvestment portfo— expect inflation to
etary policy stim- start coming down.

ulus to using fis-

lio in the republic.

A falling inflation

cal stimulus to

rate will mean that

Tevive economic growth. we can expect the South African
“Monetary policy has gone as  Reserve Bank to start cutting inter-
far as it can go in its effectiveness  est rates,” he added.
inboosting growth. The nextstep ~ Other factors included the improve-
is fiscal stimulus — increasing gov-  ment of the global economic envi-
ernment spending and/or lower- - ronment and the end of the com-
ing taxes to stimulate demand,”  modity price collapse. Brooke said
said Brooke. {hos all transiates into shghty bet-
e said amore expansionary fis-  ter growth prospects for the repuo-
cal programme in the US would  lic.
support growth and should result  “After a tough period in terms
in global earnings going up in  of returns, with most investors
2017. making very little money in 2016,
He said this was good for equi-  we think things will start improv-
ties relative to bonds and within  ing in 2017,” said Brooke.
equities, “itis good for value-style ~ He said better eamings means
investing over growth-oriented  better returns, lower cash yields
sive shares.” Ibm meansnm they could
Adding, Brooker said the repub- gt i s SR
lic was%;emg:?lghowﬂgns ‘ﬂmwoﬁmkmahtme
of deflation-somethingdeveloped  positive and that comes through
market central banks have been in our expected retumns over the
. ove fOT YEars. next five years, Wthh are higher
trying to aghieve in real terms,” he said.. . .

e i d’%wﬂs driven by the

stabilises,” underscored that con-
ditions were expected to improve
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ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
~ INITIATIVES NEED TO DRIVE GROWTH

By Linda Dlamini

LESS developed countries like
Swaziland face risks in their oppor-
tunities for economic growth as a

result of global efforts to stabilise the
atmospheric concentration of green
house gases.

Historically, economic growth has
been closely linked with increased green
house gas emissions. : )

Sitsabo Project Managers Director Dr.
Sitsabo Dlamini said the country needs
to break this link if it is to experience
rapid economic growth in line with the
2022 national vision in a carbon con-
strained world. “There is need to leapfrog
the polluting production methods used
by developed economies. Low carbon
growth paths need to be explored, there
are massive financial, technological and
capacity challenges associated with
achieving this,” he said.

Dlamini said climate change has far
reaching implications for infrastructure
development and economic growth.

“The economic and social impacts
of global warming depend not only
on progress in the international arena,
but also critically on the develop-
mental paths which countries adopt,”
he said. Dlamini said a broad range

of developmental choices in which infra-
structure policy plays a key role will
impact Swaziland’s capacity to cope
with climate change “These develop-
mental choices include geographical
distribution of economic activities, infra-
structure design, land use policy and
energy security,” he said.

The construction industry expert said
infrastructure development now requires
anticipating the future and
developing a gradual
adaptation strate- 4
gy.

“Exposure to
different climate
risks, increases
in temperatures
and the conse-
quent extreme
weather need
consideration at
feasibility stage.
This demands
employ-

STRESSES A POINT: Sitsabo Project Managers
Director Dr. Sitsabo Dlamini.

ing ingenious design approaches tai-
lored to local conditions,” he said.

Dlamini said maintenance cycles for
timely, effective and proportionate
upgrades must be optimised.

“This will ensure the long-term eco-
nomic sustainability of both private and
public sector utilities,” he said.

Dlamini said government should for-
mulate contemporary strategies for ensur-
ing the feasibility of new infrastructure.
“Extreme weather results in floods,
drought, heat waves, snow, ice and
storms, which affect buildings. Building
location, orientation, foundations, ceil-
| ing heights and glazing ratio are not
easy to adjust in maintenance cycles.
However, these design features are
- key to a building’s ability to cope with
future climate,” he said. Dlamini said
failure to cope results in stranded assets
where environmentally unsustainable
buildings suffer from unanticipated and
premature  devaluations.
“Developing resilient infra-
structure is becom-
ing important for
maintaining a
competitive
advantage,” he
said.

Mines fund to distribute claims worth R600m

JOHANNESBURG - The Mines
1970 Unclaimed Benefits Preservation
Pension and Provident Funds want
to distribute the entire fund - R600
million - to ex-mineworkers in South
Africa, Mozambique, Lesotho,
Swaziland, Malawi, Botswana and
Zimbabwe by 2020, Chairperson
of the Mines 1970s Funds, Sue Fritz
said on Monday.

This is said to be a fraction of the
billions of rands that different pen-
sion funds are understood to owe ex-
miners. Mineral Resources Deputy
Minister, Godfrey Oliphant said last
year that there was about R30 billion
in unclaimed benefits. Oliphant said

JOHANNESBURG - Cape-based

" Tower Property Fund increased rev-

enue by 22 per cent to R223 million
and operating profit by 47 per cent
to R195 million in difficult trading
conditions in the six months to
November.

In a statement issued yesterday, it said
the acquisition of a R1 billion retail
property portfolio in Croatia during the
period increased the fund’s total port-
folio value to more than RS billion.
Currently 28 per cent of Tower’s prop-
erties by value are located in C roatia.

The fund’s portfolio of 49 properties
is spread across retail (47 per cent),
office (45 per cent) and industrial (eight
per cent). Distributable camings for the
period increased to R130 million. After

the board’s decision to no longer dis-
ribute once-off earnings to sharehold-
ers as dividends, Tower’s distribution

a substantial portion of the R30 bil-
lion was for former mineworkers.

“These are substantial sums that
would do a lot to rejuvenate rural
economies and labour sending areas
where the mineworkers come from,”
said Oliphant at the time.

The 1970s Funds said it had identi-
fied 62 per cent of the missing bene-
ficiaries in 25 months.

In that period, the funds had paid
more than R60 million in unclaimed
benefits to beneficiaries.

Fritz said, over the past year, invest-
ment yields for the funds had exceed-
ed higher than inflation investment
benchmarks. The Funds comprise 11

per share declined by 15 per cent to 38.4
cents per share, it said. The number of
shares in issue increased by 42 per cent.

CEO Marc Edwards said “2016 was
a watershed year for Tower. Our asset

712 pension fund beneficiaries and 5
7450 provident fund beneficiaries,
located in different southern African
countries.

“We have identified 73 per cent of
the pension fund beneficiaries and,
families of the deceased, and 60 per
cent of provident fund beneficiaries
and families,” said Fritz. She said the
increased success rate was due to their
new tracing initiatives.

These include the use of so-called
tracing agents who make visits to the
homes of beneficiaries to help them
complete application forms and obtain
other supporting documentation.

BUSINESS REPORT

NERS BOOSTS PORTFOLIO TO R5BN !

management company was internalised
in line with market best practice and the
company took the prudent decision to
only distribute its core eamnings to share
BUSINESS REPORT ONLINE

~ Mineral b;aceswsviﬁﬁé:priority |
sector for SADCs development §

.‘ r By Linda Dlamini

p—
|

i
i

accreditation was the process
of providing recognition that f&
an organisation or person was-
otent to undertake spe-

com :

' THE mineral processing sec- ciﬁcptasks, «it is now widely
' tor has been identified asone  accepted as 2 transparent and
of the priority sectors inthe non discriminatory means of
Southern African Development ~ assuring technical competence
Community (SADC) region’s  of testing, certification and
development. inspection collectively known

as conformity assessment ser-
vice providers.”

“In an increasingly compet-
itive business environment,
companies small and large
across the globe have one main
goal in common; to save time
and money whilst simultane-
ously increasing sales.” reads
the statement in part.

«Accreditation is one tool

According to a statement
released by the SADC
Accreditation Service (SAD-
CAS), poor quality of prod-
| ucts, general lack of quality
control and quality assurance
and inability to prove confor-
mity of exports with interna-
tional standards had been a
weakness of the mineral pro-
cessing sector.

“The mineral processing sec-  that can help businesses reach
tor has the relative advantage  this target, especially those with
of gaining in competitiveness ambitions to expand into other
at fewer costs through adapt-  intemational markets,” the state-
ing the final production to inter-  ment said.
national standards. Laboratories ~ This training came at an oppor-

tune time as efforts were under-
way to strengthen the region’s
conformity assessment infra-
structure as part of the indus-
trialisation strategy.

play a critical role in the min-
ing and minerals processing
sector from exploitation, research,
to grade control in the pro-
cessing plant,” the statement
said. The regional body said

NANDO'S TO WEIGH LONDON
IPO AMID EXPANSION

JOHANNESBURG - Nando’s

Group, the South African fast-

food company known for its spicy

chicken and fries, is considering
an initial public offering, accord-
ing to people familiar with the
matter.

Nando’s is speaking to advisers
and is in the early stages of plan-
ning a share sale, the people said,
asking not to be identified as the

delibgmﬁops are private. The com-  last year, compared with $647m in
pany is weighing a London listing ~ South Africa, data compiled by
among other potential venues, they ~ Bloomberg show. ;
said. No final decisions have been The company operates restaurants
made and the company may look  selling peri-peri chicken in coun-
at pther ways to raise funds, they tries including the UK. the US
said. Reports about plans for an  Australia, India.‘f\/[alav;i'x énd Qn':rq
IPQ are incorrect, and the compa-  Nando’s started in S:)i][kll A\ﬁic"i Lin.
ny isn’t looking at ways to raise 1987 after enn*epreneurs: Rob‘bic
money, a spokesperson said inan  Brozin and Fernando ‘\“Nando"
e-mailed statement. Duarte convinced Enthoven to invest

An overseas IPO would help the  in the Portuguese-styled chain. The
..lohann&bwg-based.company. orig- company traded on Johannesbim:’s
inally backed by billionaire Dick  stock exchange until 2003 when
Enthoven, raise money in a cur-  managers bouéht more shz;res and
rency other than the rand asitcon-  delisted it. FIN24 )

tinues to expand globally. A Nando's
PO would follow in the footsteps
of other South A frican companies.
such as Steinhoff and Brait, which
have primary listings outside the
country to hedge against a volatile
currency.

A listing in London would also
give Nando's access to a large
investor base. Companies raised
nearly $8bn from IPOs in the UK
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Instagram giveway d hoax

warns Pavilion Sllﬂ

JOHANNESBURG - The Pavilion
shopping centre in Durban yes-
terday warned of a fake Instagram
account attempting to grow fol-
lowers through a scam, while
experts have cautioned social
media users about the dangers
of falling prey to these online
hoaxes.

“The Pavilion Mall Westville’ —
anaccount confirmed as a hoax by
Fin24 after contacting the official
mall management - said in its bio:
“Ist 5000 followers will receive
R500 voucher to spend @ The
Pavilion Mall Westville. .. Follow
us, Take a screenshot, Upload the
screenshot and Tag us.”

The Pavilion also confirmed in a
statement that the account is a fake
and that the mall does have an offi-
cial account.

“Dear Shoppers, please note a
fake Instagram account has been
created of The Pavilion Shopping
Centre. Please note, this is not the

official Instagram account of The
Pavilion Shopping Centre and the
management team is not runmng
a competition online,” they said in
the statement.

Despite the mall’s warning the
Instagram account, first noticed by
The Pavilion on Monday night,
noticed a steady growth with already

over 1 000 followers by yesterday

morming,

Meanwhile, South African Airways
(SAA) wamed customers of a hoax
survey circulating on WhatsApp
messenger, claiming SAA is offer-
ing free tickets to fly anywhere.

“SAA is neither conducting an
online survey nor offering free flight
tickets. We have no association
whatsoever with this so-called sur-
vey. Free flight tickets are a luxu-
ry we cannot afford at this stage as
the airline is focusing on restoring
financial stability and is managing
its costs to improve its performance,”
said SAA spokesperson Tlali Tlali.

The scam, which was spread over
WhatsApp as a URL to the hoax
survey, has since been shut down;

it invited participants to tell 10
friends on WhatsApp about the
SAA survey. fin24

J()HANNESBURG — Listed
retail giants Shoprite and Steinhoff
said exclusive talks about a pos-
sible merger continue.

The companies yesterday said
they “remain engaged in exclusive
on-going negotiations regarding
the potential sale of Steinhoff’s

Affrica retail assets to Shoprite”.
This follows an announcement
in December that the companies
were planning on creating an enti-
ty to be called Retail Aftica.
Expected
Retail Africa is expected to be
the continent’s largest retailer with

IShoprite, Steinhoff marriage talks continue

an annual turnover of R200 bil-
lion, employing 186 000 people.
Shoprite will issue new ordinary
shares to Steinhoff that will give
what is one of the world’s bmgest
furniture retailers a significant stake
in Shoprite.

The deal will result in Shoprite

acquiring Steinhoff’s clothing
chains, which include Pep,
Ackermans, Shoe City and Tekkie
Town in exchange for shares.
Shoprite will also buy the furni-
ture and appliance retailers that
Steinhoff owns via JD Group.
These include Russells, Bradlows,
Rochester, Incredible Connection,
Hi-fi Corporation and Sleepmasters.
The enlarged business might ulti-
mately come under Steinhoff’s
control through a share swop, the
companies said in December.
Talks between the companies
were initiated and facilitated by
their two biggest shareholders -
Wiese and South Africa’s state-
owned Public Investment
Corporation, which manages state
pensions - the retailers said. BUSI-
NESS REPORT ONLINE

Zimplats objects to Mugabe’s
planned land claim take-over

HARARE - Zimplats, Impala
Platinum’s [JSE:IMP] unit in
Zimbabwe, has two weeks to
launch an objection to President

Robert Mugabe’s intentions to

take over about 28 000 hectares

of land claims, the company said
yesterday.

Mugabe’s govemment gave fiesh
notice of its intention to acquire
the land claims on January 13.

Zimplats objected to the previ-
ous notice in the Administrative
Court in Harare, saying it had
errors; it has now been repealed
by the fresh notice, it added.

“The operating subsidiary has
30 days from January 13, 2017 to
lodge an objection to the proposed
compulsory acquisition.

The operating subsidiary is engag-
ing the government of Zimbabwe
on the matter,” Zimplats said.

Apart from this, Zimplats is also

still discussing its compliance with
the country’s indigenisation pol-
icy with the government, although

President Robert Mugabe has soft-

ened his stance.

He said existing foreign mining

companies in Zimbabwe can keep
majority control as long as they
spend 75 per cent local content
inside the country through pay-
ment of taxes, royalties, salaries
and local procurement among other
requirements,

Local spend in Zimbabwe (exclud-
ing payments to government and
related institutions) for the December
2016 quarter increased from $27m
recorded in the previous quarter
to $61m. Additionally, Zimplats
said, total payments to govern-
ment in direct and indirect taxes
rose from $8m in the previous
quarter to $11m.

FIN24

F :Index (BPPI), in whlchthe December 2016

South Africans are
taking home less
money than before

JOHANNESBURG - Disposable salaries,
adjusted for inflation, declined in December.
Thisis aocordmg to the latest BanksewAfum
Di Salary Index (BDSI) data, which

datareﬂecnedﬂleﬁr,stpmsmmcomedechm =
“Real salary adjustments in December

. reflected the longest - and fastest - decline
- since the BankservAfrica BDSI data start-
. edin2011. Furthermore, this is the seventh

consecutive month in a row that salaries

- have fallen year on year in real terms,” said

Dr Caroline Belrose, Head of Information

* Services at BankservAfrica.

On a year-on-year level, disposable sa.lan&s

: in December 2016 were lower than December
- 2015and 2014.

‘The BDSI data is srﬁoothed ona three
month moving average basis and adjusted

- for both weekly payments and pension pay-

ments and is based on salary payments
cleared by BankservAfrica.

The 1.5 per cent decline is likely to impact
consumers with income pressures resulting
in reduced spend on major purchases such
as cars, houses and furniture, said
BankservAfrica.

“There is no doubt that most consumers
were under pressure for most 0of: 2016 and
parts of 2015. The December BDSI sug-
gests that this will continue in the first quar-
ter 2017 as overall consumer expenditure

is expected to remain subdued with lower
than inflation salary increases 1ikely to con-
tinue in the next few months,” said Mike

Schiissler, Chief Economist at Economists
dotcoza. IOL

BevSA happy that WHO won't endOrse sugar tax

JOHANNESBURG - The Beverage
Association of South Africa (BevSA) .
welcomed the decision by the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO) exec-
utive board not to endorse recom-
mendations to impose a soft drinks

tax on member states.

This comes as the Parliament’s Standing
Committee on Finance yesterday began
the first round of oral submissions as

part of hearings into a proposed tax on
sugar sweetened beverages (SSBs).
Government proposed a 20 percent
tax on sugary drinks from April, in a bid
to curb the country’s high obesity rate.

Zuma has real power over the rand -

CAPE TOWN - If President Jacob  not for the political noise,” he said in his
Zuma puts truth to the rumour to
replace the minister of finance or his
deputy, the rand could pop up to R15

to the dollar, according to RMB cur-

rency strategist John Cairns.

Cairns said ongoing talk of a Cabinet
reshuffle has kept the rand nervous and
under pressure. “USD/ZAR would be
trading around the 13.30 mark if it was

a statement,
of those N

Italy, the
had raisc

morning note to clients.

The decision by the WHO not to endorse
recommendations to impose a soft drinks
tax was made during the executive board’s
assessment of proposed cost effective
interventions or “best buys” to address
non-cormmunicable diseases (NCDs). In
BevSA Executive Director,
Mapule Neanywa, welcomed the views
Iember States, including Canadla,
[JS and New Zealand, which
c concerns and opposition over
a national soft drinks tax. “BevSA has

repeatedly called for more in-depth

research before implementation of any

tax and contends that a tax on SSBs is

By 11:00 the rand was trading (.24 ner
cent weaker at R13.53 against the green-
back from its overnight close of R13.50
It touched R13.69 on Monday. He s ud
the market would be able to handle mior
Cabinet changes with only mild losscs,
but any change that affects Treasury
would be another story. The rand react-

not the most effective way to tackle South
Alffica’s growing obesity levels,” Neanywa
said.

“Research of the full range of health,
regulatory and economic impacts of a
tax is required and should include a (otal
dietary intake study; a detailed socio-
economic impact assessment stucy and
regulatory impact assessment.”

Ncanywa said BevSA supported the

idea that the intake of sugar to the daily
diet should be moderated and that edu-
cation about good eating habits, among
others, was vital. AFRICAN NEWS
AGENCY

currency strategist

ed strongly last Friday afier news that
Zuma may fire ministers who backed
calls for him to step down last year and
defied his instructions. Bloomberg, cit-
ing senior ANC leaders, reported that
Zuma told the party’s National Executive
Committee (NEC) last week that he’s
considering the action and said the gov-
ernment needs to improve its perfor-

mance. fin24




Swazi OESQNQE:ngnesday' Febru

ary 1, 2017

JOHANNESBURG - The ANC has
resolved to keep regional and provin-
cial leaders at bay in the run-up to
its elective conference at the end of
the year.
This is said to prevent them from try-

nominations nationally, and not at region-
al and provincial levels, as was done
previously. -
The move is intended to counter “slate”
politics, which result in the processes
of the party being undermined to deliv-

ally by the electoral commission,” said
ANC Secretary-General Gwede Mantashe,
reading an NEC statement.

“Regions and provinces can observe.
The reason we are taking this route is
because if we don’t, we are going to
have nominations driven by slates.”

Mantashe said branch nominations
would be sealed and consolidated at “a

central point”.

The NEC decision was made in the
wake of the rise of a formidable ANC
faction known as “‘the Premier League”,
which comprises North West Premier
Supra Mahumapelo, and his counter-
parts in Mpumalanga, David Mabuza,

and the Free State, Ace Magashule.

They are backed by the ANC Youth
League and the party’s women’s league

in their preference for outgoing African
Union Commission Chairperson
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma as the next
president of the ANC.

Opposing them is a faction that wants
Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa to
succeed President Jacob Zuma in
December.

Ramaphosa’s leadership ambitions
have found support from labour feder-
ation COSATU, although its members
can propel him to the ANC presiden-
cy only by virtue of ANC membership.

It was proposed at the NEC lekgotla
that the government buy all closed poul-
try farms because of cheap chicken
imports. Rainbow Chickens, renamed

Give me the opp
the Western Cape

CAPE TOWN - Two years ago,
former Western Cape police com-
missioner, Lennit Max lost the
battle to run the Democratic
Alliance in the Western Cape
when almost 70% of the dele-
gates charged with choosing a
new leader voted against him.

Max was the last man standing
against Cape Town mayor Patricia
de Lille in the fight for the DA
provincial leader job in the Western
Cape in 2015. He lost.

But on Monday, following De
Lille’s resignation, he again expressed
a desire for the top job, if given the
mandate.

Max said De Lille’s resignation
did not surprise him at all.

“She was not really interested in
becoming the provincial leader,”
he said.

The task of being a mayor, in a
city that is a DA showcase, is a
huge one.

“It’s an enormous task and she
realised it was better to focus on
that. T hope she will be able to give
it 100%,” he said. “I am always
available” Max said he believed
there would be a process to elect

ortunity to lead
DA - Lennit Max

GIVE ME A CHANCE:
Lennit Max.

ing to take up the position.

“I am always available to lead,
but it must be a mandate from the
people. If I got a mandate from the
people, to represent them, I will not
turn it down. I would put myself
forward.

Elect

“It is time that members who elect
an interim leader afford me the
opportunity to prove myself. And

er a “manufactured” outcome. RCL Foods, shut some of its operations

“All nominations for leadership from 1 KwaZulu-Natal at the weekend, leav-
ing 1200 workers jobless. Timeslive

g to manipulate the outcome. The rul-
ing party’s national executive com-
mittee has decided to consolidate branch ~ branches will be consolidated nation-

if they are not happy, they can say
I am not what was expected,” he
said. Timeslive

an interim leader following her res-
ignation.
And he would be more than will-

Gerrie Nel quits National Prosecuting Authority (NPA)

JOHANNESBURG - Prominent state ;
advocate, Gerrie Nel, has resigned .
from the National Prosecuting Authority %
(NPA).
Yesterday was his last day at the office,
after handing in his resignation last year.

NPA Head of Communications, Buletwa
Makeke told eNCA that he “got an
opportunity he couldn’t refuse”.

He’s joining lobby group, Afriforum,
to start up a private prosecutions unit
with investigator Paul O’Sullivan.

During his 35 tenure at the NPA, Nel
was responsible for prosecuting a num-

ber of high profile people, including

paralympian Oscar Pistorius and for-

mer national police commissioner, the
late Jackie Selebi.
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REGRETTABLE: The African Union members.

Readmitting Morocco to
the AU 'regrettable’ - ANC

JOBANNESBURG - The

RESIGNS:Gerrie Nel.
tion of Selebi. His stay with the NPA

of Morocco to take their place charges, while working on the Selebi

Wmm ﬁ@mw gfna;ifs Nel received an interntional prosecu-  hasn’t been without drama; in 2008, case.
Advican (AU 10 enjoy the y -
:@:egm‘e Sostdaeaiy memberssh:i - wh'ﬁstth :.Sszh:a i tors award for his successful prosecu-  Nel was arrested on trumped-up fraud ~ eNCA
mit Migreceo to the organisa-  people continue to suffer under an 1 '
tion. unjust occupation of their ances- = | ;
Thinysineofhe S4sesmppoved mallant"tepanysaidimaswe: | FEARS OF XENOPHOBIC VIOLENCE IN PRETORIA
Moroceo’s return to the AU fol-  ment.
lowing a lengthy debate at the 28th Occupation !’RI:L‘TORIA - A pamphlet circulat-  grantliving in Mamelodi. “Why dothey  in Pretoria are not convinced and are
AU Summit in the Ethiopiancap- ~ “By readmitting Morocco the ing in Mame!odi calling for a march  hate us so much? Is South Africa the circulating warnings to each other on
ital of Addis Ababa onMonday, AU is tacitly endorsing the long- against foreign nationals has trig-  first country to have immigrants? We  social media. Family members outside
The ANC says the AU decision  standing occupation of the Wester gered fears of a new outbreak of xeno-  are all Africans. We need each other.”  South Africa are also warning their rel-
represents a significant setbackto  Sahara, phobic violence. Peaceful atives to be careful. “I received a warn-
the cause of the Sahrawi people  “Morocco has to date. failed to The circular, signed by “Mamelodi ~ Oupa Mishweni, whose name appears  ing message from my mother who resides
and their quest for self-determi-  comply with successive UN res- concerned residents” and calling fora  on the circular, said the demonstration  in the UK. She is worried and even
nation and independence in the  olutions on the issue of the Western march in February, is also being shared ~ would be “peaceful”. “We are not plan-  encouraged me to go and suffer back
Western Sahara. Sahara, most importantly the hold- on social media. “We have to start pack-  ning to be violent,” he told GroundUp.  home rather than die here in South
“The ANC notes that this deci-  ing ofareferendum on self-deter- ing our bags. We can’trisk it. Thistime ~ “I don’t see why this should be a prob-  Africa,” said Monalisa, a Nigerian hair
sion paves the way for the Kingdom ~ mination. eNCA around, they may not leave any of us  lem to anyone. This has nothing to do  salon owner.
; , Bt g Tz = , alive,” said Mebo, a Zimbabwean immi-  with xenophobia.” Immigrants living Groundup
¥ v o : SRR ‘ o '
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"PEOPLE CROWD AROUND US. EVERYONE TEASES US":

@ Most of the Chauhan family from Hyderabad suffers from Achondroplasia
@ The family are often taunted and laughed at when they-go outside together
@® Ram Raj, 52, works as a 'Mamage Welcomer’ and dresses up to greet guests

INDIA - An Indian family
have spoken of how they are
laughed at on the street as
nine out of 11 relatives are
dwarfs.

SIBLING: Anitha Bai, Ram Raj’s sister.

THE INDIAN II\I\II\BF H\MI[Y

Achondroplasia is the most

. common form of dispropor-

- tionate dwarfism, and is char-
acterised by a normal sized

- torso and short limbs.

The family also face health
problems in later life as their

shortened legs weaken. Ram
Raj said: “After a certain age,
the legs become weak. I have
seen my grand father and my
father face this, but they still
managed to walk properly. As
they grow older, the family

PAWMMMWM
as a marriage welcomer.

members affected will start to
get weaker legs and may need
help to walk. Ram Raj’s wife,
who was of normal height,
died in 1993 when she was
seven months pregnant with
their third child Daily Mail

The Chauhan family, froms
Hyderabad, Telangana, are
affected by the genetic condé-
tion Achondroplasia, which
causes short limbed dwarfism.

They are the largest dwarf
It eabad antlae National Emergency
often taunted in the strect witen Response Council On HIV/AIDS
they are in public together. Y

Most of the Chauhan fari- : — W

ly, from Hyderabad, India, suf- ATION 7

fer from the genetic condition TA ; N To TENDER b3
Achondroplasia, which caus- The NATIONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE COUNCIL FOR HIV & AIDS (NERCHA) invites bids from eligible bidders for the supply and
s short limbed dwarfism. Nisie delivery of the following goods and services.

outof 11 family members are Contract Title: Supply, Delivery, Installation and Commissioning of Prefab Structures

dwarves. \ Reference No. PP/Goods/3/2017

e R, 2% I d eligible bidd btain further information from; THE PROCUREMENT MANAGER, NATIONAL EMERGENCY

2 2 5 nterested eligible lers may obtain further information from; &
x:sh.tegl:;l;s faﬁ’;’h‘;‘g}g RESPONSE cguuat FOR mvy& AIDS (NERCHA), PLOT 738 OF FARM 2, EMAJIKA ROAD, MBABANE, THE KINGDOM OF

m an City. > . L SWAZILAND, Telephone: {268) 2406 5000, FAX: (268) 406 5004/5/6 and inspect the bidding documents during office hours 08.30
that life is particularly tough Hrs_ 27-year-old daughter  the Wormen m.lns fami]y to16.30at the address given below. _
fox lhe women.inhis Binil Ambika wants tobeanaccoun- ~ Ram Raj believes life is par-
i ﬂ)': tant but as she also suffers from ticula,rly tough for the females Acomplete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased by interested eligible bidders from the 30" of January 2017 at

The Chauhan f{l[;llmy da:; jt; this condition, she has also  in his family. :I;e a:dress below and upon payment of a non refundable fee of E300. The method of payment will be Cash or Bank certified
hmg&?dch“a‘mf famﬂRaj 3 saiq. founditdifficulttofindwork.  Hesaid: “Itisstill ok forthe | “*

“Uf we go out, peop’le c,rowd She said: “Inthe futureIwant  male members of the family. Acompulsory Pre«Bld meetmg shall be held inthe following venues, dates and time:

around us and ask us strange to become an accountant but  But what about the women in : R

questions like, “Why are you this will only be possible if my family who have this con-

so short?””, “Where are you I'm able to get a job. dition? Life is much more d‘f Phocweni Clinic- USDF 1 February 2017 10am
from?”. Everyone teases Us.’ “People tell me that because ~ ficult for them.”

Rall'.l Raj works as a ‘mar- I'mshort, that’s why 'm unable Ram Raj once had a family Ngonini OSSU Clinic 1* February 2017 12am
riage welcomer’, where he mTiet aé‘l’b'” s gfilrgeople, 18 of whom were Tikhuba Clinic 1 February 2017 230pm
PR Joomes guests e other members of the . dwarfs. ; T
tyweddm!']p;lgnweﬁn ding employ- family who are of short stature, ~ Out of his seven sisters and Lomahasha Clinic 2" February 2017 10am
ment has proved challenging including Ram Raj’s brothers  four brothers, eight of his sib- N sl 2% Eebruary 2017 12pm
for the family and sisters, also find it very - lings suffered the same con- S =

He said: “No-one was will. _ difficult to get steady work.  dition. - Mpuluzi Clinc 3 February 2017 - lla.rln :
2 " : He said: “My younger broth- Ram Raj worries about his Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 10.00 amon Friday 24 Februery 2017. E'Iectronlc bidding w;’l not be
ing to give me a job. I have : permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be publicly opened in the presence of the bidders' designated representatives and
facedalot ofproblems because erworksina telep hone bOOth health as hlS !egs have ab.eady anyone who choose to attend at the address below on Friday 24" February 201710am at the NERCHA Training Room.

cople look at me and sa and my elder brother’s wifeis  started to weaken. He has seen
BH P il P % atailor. We manage this way. ”  this hapﬁen with his father and Allbids must be accompanied by a Bid-Securing Declaration as indicated in the Tender document.

ow you manage: The address referred to above is;

Ram Raj works as a ‘mar- Taunted grandfather, whoalso had the | "0 0
riage welcomer’ and dresses The Chauhan family are  condition. €/o Procurement Manager =
up to greet guests arriving at often taunted in the street when Dwarfism NATIONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE COUNCIL FOR HIV & AIDS (NERCHA)
ceremonies. When he can’t ey are in public together. Anitha Bai and Sunitha Bai, :ﬂxfﬁg:;“m 2 X

atweddings heworks ~ Ram Raj’s brother works in -~ Ram Raj’s sisters, live with MBABANE P
gmeth\:;o;‘kam[}&yl,s grfz’ers shop. atelephone boothand hiselder  the rest of the family in the THE KINGDOM OF SWAZILAND =
: : brother’s wife is a tailor. But  Old City in Hyderabad. Telephone: (268) 2406 5000 =

Ram Raj had seven sisters i FAX: (268) 2406 5004/5/6
and four brothers. Eight of the head of the family saidhe A framed photograph of Ram
oot suflcre d Sopt 18 unable to find a steady job  Raj’s sisters who have died, Further information can be obtained from: .

; b because he is short. Saraspathi Bai and Chandadevi Thini Fakudze or Nothando Dlamini
Achondroplasia and some have ey, g ; Telephone: +268 2406 5000
B dicd Ram Raj splits his time Bai. e
u Wg’l‘k = e gro- between wedding ceremonies ~ Some have already passed E-mall addresses: thini fakudze@nercha.org.sz/nothando,dlamini@nercha.0re.st
S thnIdonthave and his brother’s grocery shop. away,mcllximghlselderlmdl- S
i gworktodo,, He said it is more difficult for er, Prithvi Raj. SRR '




Boko Haram in motorists ambush

KANO - More than 20 people were feared
dead after Boko Haram gunmen opened fire
on a convoy of motorists travelling under
military escort in northeast Nigeria, witnesses
told AFP on Monday The exact toll from the
ambush on the main road between Maiduguri
to Damboa on Saturday was unclear, with

numbers varying from two to as high as 15
and 24. But according to travellers who sur-
vived the attack and local rescuers, at least

13 trucks laden with food were seized when
the Islamists struck at the Korowaso forest
on Saturday. “The attackers appeared from

the bushes as the convoy slowed down at a
part of the road riddled with potholes and
opened fire on the vehicles,” said one of the
drivers, Idrissa Kyari.

AFP

New chief for AU

AFRICA UNION - Chad’s Foreign Minister
Moussa Faki was elected as Chairman of the
African Union Commission yesterday, replac-
mg Nkosasana Dlamini-Zuma, whose term
in office has elapsed. Faki’s main rival in the
lastround of voting at the AU, which is based
in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa, was
Kenyan Foreign Minister Amina Mohamed.
Yesterday the AU leaders grappled with
Morocceo’s divisive bid to rejoin the bloc after
30 years and sounded an alarm for the con-
tinent over US President Donald Trump’s

immigration ban.
Reuters

Agents push to extradite senator

LAGOS - Nigerian narcotics agents said
on Monday they were pushing to extradite a
lawmaker to the United States on drugs charges
who is said to have inspired the hit television

show “Orange is the New Black”. Buruji
Kashamu has been wanted for years in con-
nection with a heroin smuggling operation
but maintains he is a victim of mistaken iden-
tity. The senator, who represents Ogun state
in the upper chamber of Parliament, claims
his dead brother whom he reportedly resem-
bles ran the international drug ring in the
1990s. In 2015, Kashamu sued the US gov-
emment to prevent an “imminent illegal abduc-
tion in Nigeria”, according to court docu-
ments.
AFP

700 migrants intercepted

TRIPOLI - The Libyan coastguard said
on Monday it had intercepted around 700
Europe-bound migrants in territorial waters
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ADDIS ABABA —

it.

African lead-

/ ers are set to mull a motion that
will recommend all 34 of the 55
African Union member states

‘ that are part of the International

‘ Criminal Court, withdraw from

The discussion was held yester-
day, on the final day of the AU
heads of states assembly. In last
week’s meeting foreign ministers
discussed the matter in detail, and

came up with eight recommenda-
| tions, the last of it being that the
| AU adopts a strategy for with-

AFRICAN LEADERS DISCUSS
"COLLECTIVE WITHDRAWAL FROM ICC

Africa being fed up”, a South
African official with information
about this country’s position said.

“South Africa and Burundi have
already started taking steps to with-
draw from the court while Kenya
is among the countries that have
led the charge. The Gambia has
done the same, but is likely to
reverse this after the election of its
new president”.

“Nigeria has, however, indicat-
ed that it would not support such
astrategy and that this was opposed
by several countries in last week’s
meeting”. Foreign Minister Geoffrey
Onyeama reportedly said “should

drawal.

South Africa is one of the coun-

COLLECTIVE: African leaders.

tries supporting such a withdraw-
al “to send a political message of

countries wish to withdraw, they |
should do so individually because |
they joined individually”.

News24

off Sabratha in the west of the North African
country. “The coastguard intercepted 700
migrants on board two wooden boats last
Friday three nautical miles from the town of
Sabratha,” some 70 kilometres (40 miles)
west of Tripoli, coastguard spokesman General
Ayoub Qassem told AFP. He said people
smugglers on the beach in the area opened
fire on coastguards, without causing any casu-

alies.
AFP

ACCRA - Lawmakers in Ghana on Monday
called for an investigation into claims that a
minister in new President Nana Akufo-Addo’s
govemnment bribed the committee vetting his
candidacy. Energy Minister Boakye Agyadco

has been accused of attempting to bribe some
apposition party members of the committee
with 3 000 cedi (about $700 650 euros) cach
to approve his nomination. The allegations
were made by an MP from the National
Democratic Congress party who sits on the
committee but one of his NDC colleagues
rejected the claim.

AFP

BAFFLING: The amazing picture was uploaded to Reddit of ‘80 hawks’
being flown on a plane ‘by a Saudi prince’ which baffled and delighted
social media users in equal measure. The transportation of falcons on
Middle Eastern airlines is fairly common, with Qatar Airways allowing
up to six of the birds to be transported in economy class, with prices
ranging from £90 to £500 per bird depending on the destination. The
birds were pictured with their wings tied and standing on special
cloths to protect the seats. (Dailymail)

Chad’s foreign mmlstersecures top post at AU

AFRICAN UNION - African
Union leaders chose Chad’s
candidate to chair the 54-nation
body on Monday at a summit
where the divisive issues of
Africa’s relationship to the
International Criminal Court
and Moroceo’s readmission to
the AU were on the agenda.

In the last round of voting,
Chadian Foreign Minister Moussa
Faki Mahamat beat Kenya’s top
Diplomat Amina Mohamed to
secure the post as head of the
commission of the AU, which is
headquartered in the Ethiopian
capital.

A Chadian official told a group
of reporters that his nation’s can-
didate had secured 39 votes in
the final round. Faki, born in
1960, has served as foreign min-
ister since 2008. His previous
postsalso included a stint as prime
minister. In a race usually resolved

in behind-the-scenes talks before

TOP POST: Chadian Forelgn Minister Moussa Faki
Mahamat.

a summit vote, three of the AU’s
four major regions vied for the
post—the south, the east and the
largely Francophone west —with
some regions pushing more than
one candidate.
Failed
Outgoing Commissioner, South
Africa’s Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma, stayed in post an extra six
months after leaders failed to

agree on a candidate in July. She
is now tipped as a contender to
succeed her ex-husband, Jacob
Zuma, as South Africa’s presi-
dent. The question of Moroceo’s
re-admission was also divisive,
although by Monday evening,
two delegates leaving the talks
said it had the support of 39
nations, enough to provide a guar-
antee. Reuters

200 Somali refugees
in Kenya are blocked
from going to US

NAIROBI - A Somali refugee said more than
200 refugees heading to the US for resettle-
ment were told they cannot travel as a result
of President Donald Trump’s executive orders
that temporarily suspend all immigration
of citizens from seven majority-Muslim coun-
tries.

Suleiman Yusuf; a teacher, said on Monday
that the 200 left a refugee camp in eastern Kenya
last week but they have been told by the
International Organisation for Migration that
their Monday flights have been cancelled
“because of Trump’s orders.”

Refugees

The United Nations refugee agency media
officer Yvonne Ndege said on Monday that
about 13 000 Somali refugees have been inter-
viewed and approved by the United States
Citizen and Immigration Services but whose
resettlement has now been affected by the new
order. AP

WEAPONS SEIZED
FROM GAMBIA
EX-LEADER'S HOME

BANJUL - The west African force deployed
in The Gambia to secure the nation’s presi-
dential transition said
Monday it had recov-
ered weapons from
the former leader’s
home, and arrested a
high-ranking
Gambian general.

Senegalese General
Francois Ndiaye, who
leads military forces
sent by the Economic
Community of West
Aftican States (ECOW-
AS), said the arms and
ammunition were found
atex-president Yahya Jammeh’s private residence
in his home village of Kanilai.

Jammeh left the country after refusing for weeks
to recognise his electoral defeat to Adama Barrow,
who returned to The Gambia as president from
Senegal this week.

AFP
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TRUMP BOOTS CHIEF LAWYER FOR
DEFYING HIM ON MIGRANT BAN

WASHINGTON - US President
Donald Trump on Monday fired
the acting attorney general, a
holdover from the Obama admin-
istration, after she ordered Justice
Department attorneys not to defend
his controversial immigration orders.
In a sharply worded statement, the
White House called Sally Yates “‘weak
on borders and very weak on illegal
immigration” and also criticised
Democrats for not yet confirming the
appointment of attorney general-des-
ignate Jeff Sessions.

“The acting Attorney General, Sally
Yates, has betrayed the Department
of Justice by refusing to enforce a
legal order designed to protect the
citizens of the United States,” the
White House said in a statement.

“This order was approved as to form
and legality by the Department of
Justice Office of Legal Counsel,” it
said.

“Tonight, President Trump relieved
Ms Yates of her duties.”

Federal prosecutor Dana Boente
will serve as acting attorney general
“until Senator Jeff Sessions is final-

YOUR’E FIRED: Sally Yates.

ly confirmed by the Senate, where
he is being wrongly held up by
Democrat senators for strictly polit-
ical reasons,” it said.
Lawsuits

With Trump’s White House facing
multiple lawsuits and worldwide
opprobrium over an order banning
migrants from seven Muslim nations,

BEAUTIFUL: Glass Beach (pictured) on Ussuri Bay, near
Viadivostok, was used to dump truckloads of beer, wine
and vodka bottles during the Soviet Era. But over time,
the jagged glass has been smoothed over to form kalei-
doscopic pebbles. The area is now a tourist destination
and Russian authorities have now declared that the area
is specially protected. Locals visit the beach all year
round and in summer swimmers and sunbathers flock to
the beautiful spot. (Dailymail)

Yates had whipped the rug from under

her boss in a defiant and damaging

parting shot. In a memo to Department
of Justice staff, Yates — a career gov-
ernment lawyer promoted by Barack
Obama — expressed doubts about
the legality and morality of Trump’s
decree, which has prompted mass
protests. AFP

17_ C_Iolombian
civil leaders
‘massacred’

BOGOTA - Colombian officials
said Monday that 17 civil cam-
paigners have been murdered
over the past two months in the
country, amid tensions over its
contested peace process.
President Juan Manuel Santos
warned that fresh violence could
destabilise the demobilisation of
the leftist FARC rebels under a
historic peace accord. He signed
the deal with the Revolutionary
Amned Forces of Colombia (FARC)
and pushed it through the legis-
lature in December, defying crit-
icism from conservative rivals.
Reports
In the weeks following, reports
emerged of killings by local civil
campaigners by unidentified groups
in conflict areas. On Monday the
Victims’ Unit, a state conflict res-
olution body, said in a statement
that “17 civil leaders have been
murdered since December 1, after
Congress ratified the peace accord.”
The last known victim was Porfirio
Jaramillo, leader of a group demand-
ing rural land restitution.
AFP

House Republicans prepare to
kill five Obama-era regulations

WASHINGTON - House
Republicans were set on Monday
to begin the process of killing five
Obama-era rules on corruption,
the environment, labour and guns
under the first real test of a law
intended to keep regulation in check.

Republicans put as much urgency
on limiting what they consider over
regulation that stifles economic growth
as they do on overhauling the tax
code and dismantling the Affordable
Care Act, according to House Majority
Leader Kevin McCarthy.

Under the Congressional Review
Act, Congress can use simple major-
ity votes to stop recent regulations in
their tracks. Timing in the law means
any rules enacted after May 31 are
eligible for axing.

The law has been used effectively
only once, ending a rule on ergonom-
ics in 2001. Both sides consider this
week a test of its powers. While the
Republican-led House of
Representatives has passed Bills lim-
iting agencies since it convened on
January 3, this week marks the first
time it has targeted specific rules this
year.

Scrapping

Republican President Donald Trump
on Monday ordered scrapping two
existing rules whenever a new one
is approved. The House Rules
Committee was expected on Monday
evening to send to the full chamber
a measure axing three regulations
enacted under former President Barack
Obama, a Democrat. AFP

Obama speaks out on Trump immigran'ts order

: WASHINGTON - Former
: President Barack Obama praised
: protesters who amassed across
the country in opposition to President
Donald Trump’s immigration
orders, breaking his silence on
political issues for the first time
since leaving office.

“The president fundamentally dis-
agrees with the notion of discrimi-
nating against individuals because
of their faith or religion,” Obama’s
spokesperson, Kevin Lewis, said.

In his first statement on behalf of
the former president, Lewis said
Obama was “heartened” by the
amount of engagement taking place

in US communities. Lewis, a for-
mer White House official, pointed
out that Obama used his last official
speech as president to talk about
Americans’ responsibility to be
‘guardians of our democracy,” even
in non-election years. “Citizens exer-
cising their constitutional right to
assemble, organise and have their
voices heard by their elected offi-
cials is exactly what we expect to
see when American values are at
stake,” Lewis said. .
Order
Lewis didn’t specifically invoke
Trump’s immigration order. But he

rejected comparisons between Trump’s

recent actions and Obama’s foreign
policy decisions. Trump said he took
cues from Obama by temporarily
banning travel to the US from citi-
zens of seven countries that Obama’s
administration identified as places
of terrorism concern. But Obama’s
designation related strictly to eligi-
bility to enter the US without a visa;
he never considered a travel ban.
Obama’s office also circulated
excerpts from a speech the former
president gave in November 2015,
in which he called the idea of a ban
on Muslims “shameful”. “That’s not
American. That’s not who we are.
We don’t have religious tests to our

SPEAKS OUT: Barack
. Obama.

compassion,” Obama said in the
aftermath of attacks in Paris that
prompted calls for the US to restrict
Syrian refugees from entenng the
United States. AP

Aussie car rampage claims sixth life

SYDNEY - A 33-year-old woman has become
the sixth person to die after a car mowed down
pedestrians in Melbourne’s busiest mall, police
said. Thirty-six people have been treated in
hospital and one person remains in a critical
condition since a man drove a car at high speed
into shoppers nearly two weeks ago.”A sixth
person has died following the incident that
took place in the Melbourne CBD (Central

Business District) on 20 January,” a police
statement said. “A 33-year-old Blackburn
South woman died in hospital just before
7.30pm this evening (Monday).” A man in his
30s, aman and woman both in their 20s, a ten-
year-old girl, and a three-month-old baby were
also killed.

AFP

Austria to ban Muslim religious wear

VIENNA - Austria plans to ban the Muslim
face veil in public places, the centrist coalition
government said on Monday as it announced
a package of policies aimed at countering the
growing appeal of the far-right Freedom Party
(FPO). The FPO has topped opinion polls for
months, boosted by Europe’s migrant crisis
and the influx of large numbers of often Muslim
asylum seekers, and last month its candidate
came close to winning Austria’s presidential
election. With a parliamentary election due
next year, Chancellor Christian Kern of the
centre-left Social Democratic Party (SPO) is
trying to regain the political initiative by forg-
ing a swift agreement with his conservative

coalition partner on a package of measures
ranging from immigration to education.
Reuters

Google employees rally against Trump

SAN FRANCISCO - Thousand of Google
employees staged protests on Monday over
President Donald Trump’s executive order on
immigration, revealing rising tension between
the technology industry and new administra-
tion. More than two thousand employees of
Google parent Alphabet Inc. participated across
several offices. At Google’s Mountain View,
California, Headquarters, Chief Executive
Officer Sundar Pichai and co-Founder Sergey
Brin - both immigrants - spoke to the crowd,
voicing concemns over Trump’s order that lim-
its travel to the US from seven Muslim-major-
ity countries.

Bloomsberg

'US return to torture catastrophic’

GENEVA - The United Nations’ top tor-
ture expert wamed US President Donald Trump
on Monday that endorsing waterboarding and
other abuse as an interrogation technique would
be illegal and have disastrous global conse-
quences. Trump has repeatedly said he sup-
ports the use of torture in interrogations, although
he has said he would defer to his Pentagon
Chief James Mattis, a torture opponent, for
guidance on any new waterboarding push. His
comments have nonetheless sparked alarm
that he will try to reverse laws put in place by
his predecessor Barack Obama outlawing the
brutal interrogation techniques like water-
boarding used by the CIA on suspects fol-
lowing the September 11, 2001 attacks.

AFP

Cocaine found in nose of jet

WASHINGTON - An airline maintenance
worker in Oklahoma found 14 kg of cocaine
in the nose cone of an American Airlines jet
after it arrived from Colombia, police said on
Monday. Seven bricks of the drug, with a street
value of at least $200 000 (R2 696 600), were
discovered on Sunday night at the carrier’s
maintenance base in Tulsa, the Tulsa County
Sheriff’s Office said in a Facebook post. “A
technician went to check the electronics bay
... and some of the insulation looked new”.

Reuters




[F By Phumelele Mkhonta

NONHLE is direct proof that age is
nothing but a number.
She is planning to open a business and
going big in launching it at her tender
age.
The country’s youngest gospel artist,
will be launching ‘Nonhle Investments’
and hosting a fundraising dinner in the
same breath on April 1 at The Light of
Christ Ministries in Matsapha, a church
owned by Reverend Elias Shongwe of
Shongwe and Khuphuka Saved Group.
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NONHLE TO LAUNCH HER
‘BUSINESS’ IN STYLE

... Features Bishop Nhlapo

...management team claim she is not ‘manipulated’ b o

the very same man who donated E10
000 to Nonhle last November and he
has partly funded this project (the busi-
ness) and the artist’s entire music career.

Other respected dignitaries who will
attend the event are; Minister of Sports,
Culture and Youth Affairs, David
‘Cruiser’ Ngcamphalala, Prince
Lonkhokhela, SWAMA President
Lutfo Dlamini, Pastor Shodi Msibi,
Apostle Msimango and others.

Music will be by Nonhle Mthethwa
and Frans Dlamini.

} By Phumelele Mkhonta

. SOON after being revealed as
Swaziland International Comedy
Festival Brand Ambassador, the
funny Mduduzi ‘Mdura’ Dlamini
stated that the 20 comedians who
would be performing at the fes-
tival expressed their excitement

and were looking forward to

Nonhle’sDécorand £ &5

Catering. 3
The launch will .

start at 6.30pm and

pre-saletick- thrilling Swazis.

ets  cost “It will be a first of its kind in

E200 Africa where 20 comedians

and from eight different countries

E250 come together to give peo-

a t 4 ~ ple the giggles.

the 2 A\ Weareeager toimpress
: A and leave a lasting impres-

Comedians eager to
impress at Sic Fest - Mdura

Nonhie’s project will see the pres-
ence of Bishop Nhianhla Nhlapo of
God Never Fails Ministries, a church
based in South Africa. The Bishop is

She is not being manipulated - Menzi Mthethwa

SPEAKING on behalf of beable to draw m more peo- 5
Nonhle Mthethwa’s manage- ple; for obvious reasons,” g
ment and as the coordinator ~ Mithethwa explained. &
of the event, Menzi Mthethwa He also added that the busi- |
stated that the young gospel ness was a kind gesture by
artist is not being manipulat-  Bishop Nhlapo to Nonhle so
ed by her parents as per the the brand had to be Nonhle’s.
speculation of many. “She will be obviously
Mihethwa revealed to this pub-  groomed in the business such
lication that Nonhle’s parents ~ that when sheis 18-years-old 8
will be running the businessand she will become fully nvolved 2
not the star as she is stillatschool.  in it,” he said. He wrapped
“Her mother is well equipped  up by saying Nonhle’s per-
in catering, so she will be run-  formances during week-
ning that part whilst her father ends are like an extracuric- S
is well vested in sound systems  ular activity like that of =%g
and music and that will be his  any child. “Itis better that
responsibility. The only aspect she is preoccupied with music
of the star that will be used inthe ~ than be on the streets like some
business is her brand as she will ~ of her peers,” he concluded.

The gospel sensation’s business is
divided into three services; Nonhle’s
Music, Nonhle’s Sound System and

door.

CITED: Bishop Nhiapo.

‘Love out Loud’ tickets running out |

gained fame from her comedy
videos which are found online.
It will be the first time the hilar-
ious lady steps onto Swazi soil.
“We would like to encourage
people to get their tickets” as soon
as possible. As we have seen in
the past, some of our shows have
been sold out and we would not
like a case where people are turmed
back at the door”, Mdura said.
Dlamini further explained that
tickets might not be available at
the door hence the urgency to get
them before February 14. He
also added that because of space,
they had printed out only 100
tickets so to create an intimate
atmosphere.

L By Majaha Nkonyane

LOVE and laughter being the

best medicine, the ‘Love out

1_oud comedy show tobe host-

ed at Sibane hotel on February

14, already has fickets running
out.

The tickets accessible at Sdeez,
Ocean basket and Sibane hotel
cost E 150 for the show only,

~E350 per person which is VIP
§ for the comedy show and dinner
| whilst it is E600 for couples to
“witness both the show and din-
ner.

The show will see performances
WAl fom the country’s leading come-
P dian, Mdura and South African
~ % comedienne Thenjiwe who has

’ Qi
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. sion; it will be really excit-

18  ing.” said Mdura.
' / ¢ The first ever
5] Swaziland International

. "inﬁ Comedy Festival, #SIC

o Fest will take place

f)?g%‘ over three days; from

S5s April 26-29 with the
four venues yetto be

¢ confirmed.

; Mdura was revealed

L as the brand ambas-

ol
S

¥

REVIEWS

STAR SIGNS
CELEBRITY WATCH
CARTOONS

sador on Monday and according to

the comedian, he was approached

by the festival directors for the role.
Support

“] was approached by the festival
directors some time last year, they
asked if 1 would be interested in
being the brand ambassador for the
festival and since I am already the
Savanna Pan Afiican Comics Choice
Awards Ambassador, it only made
sense to grow my brand and itwas
a definite yes,” detailed the come-
dian.

His role as the brand ambassador
is to be responsible for SIC Fest
brand in representation in all forms
of media (print, social, electronic).
He is also expected to visit and com-
municate with the other comedians
from the other countries and host
them once they are in the country.

Mdura encouraged Swazis to sup-
port this initiative for it to see suc-
cess.

“Great things happen when we
all come together to support ini-
tiatives as this one, let’s all come
out and show our guests what a
wonderful country Swaziland is.
Let us support the SIC Fest” he
commented.

MTN BushFi

coming

y Phumelele Mkhonta |

THE line-up for the three day
music and performing arts festi-
val held on an annual basis in the
country is about to be dropped.
The 1 Ith edition of Swaziland's
acclaimed MTN Bushfire is tak-
ing place from May, 26:to28.
According to House on Fire’s
Communications Officer Needo
Dlamini, the line-up will be dropped
late this week or early next week.
“Music lovers should look out
for updates of yet another mind-

blowing selection of artists to rock

=
A
= R

re line-up

out soon

the stage at this year’s festival.”
she added.

Last year’s line-up constituted
of;, Mafikizolo, Native Young,
Nomadic Orchestra, Felix Laband,
Toby2Shoes, Bholoja; Nomzamo
Zaza Dlamini, Fanaza, the leg-
endbzOliver Mtukudziand other
artists. On the event’s social media
page, fans and supporters of the
festival said that they are hoping
for the following entertainers; The
Kiffness, Jazzuelle, 80/ Script,
2lani The Warrior, Suku'Seoks;
Sandzise Sands, Stonebwoy-and
many others.

C% ot
2% SRI% e
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‘The Scientists’

' ENTERTAINMENT 29

thrill |
By Nomfunde Sifundza i

THASA'’S newest signees ‘The
Scientists’ proved why they are
a force to be reckoned with on
Saturday at Immigrant Bar in
Johannesburg.

The house music maestros are
new in the industry, but their style
of play has eamed them accolad&

Jo'burg

in and outside the country.
Mtv Base likened the duo to
South Aftica’s Major League twins
who are also shining bright in the
house music sector.
The Scientists composed of
Samkeliso Khumalo aka ‘Metallic’
and Wandile Mkhombe aka ‘Kronic’
took to Johannesburg for a gig
organised by their stables direc-
tor, Thabo Sishwashwa.

JOLLY: A section of those who attended

INDIBANO JAZZ CLUB SESSION
REKINDLES OL'SKOOL GROOVES

By Phumelele Mkhonta

INDIBANO Jazz Club and the Old
School legends hosted an explosive
Jjazz meets old school session at The
Place in Manzini on Saturday.

The session, which was the first of
many planned for 2017, was composed
of two teams of collectors of both jazz
and old school, who serenaded patrons
of the city's fast rising chill spot.

Legendary old school deejay, Mkhululi
Hlophe, popularly known as DJ MK,

Jjoined another legend, DJ Mix Mash to
set the place on fire.

The duo at some point played a joint
set, which touched all the right notes
among the audience.

Both demonstrated their skill as the
country's top spinners, and proved why
they are the favourites with older, mature
crowds.

TWIST AND TURN The Sclentlsts doing what they
do best on the decks at Immigrant Bar in
Johannesburg on Saturday. (Courtesy pics)

-
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THE VIEW:A section of people who two came out to
watch The Scientists play at Immigrant Bar.

ﬂ'.

JAZZY: Indibano's Khulile
Kunene.

On the jazz side, Indibano’s line up
featured some of the country's popular
jazz collectors, including one of the
club's founders, Mbusi Motsa who
unleashed a collection of laid back urban

Jjazz. The club's lady collectors, named
‘the first ladies of jazz” Khulile Kunene
and Noncedo Mamba represented the
ladies with some top class sets.

Indibano’s Sibongiseni Mamba’s up
tempo Afro jazz set got the patrons up
on their feet.

In essence, patrons had a great time,
as some asked when the next session
would be held.

Motsa thanked the patrons for com-
ing out to add splce to the already well-
organised session.

He promised that another session was
on the cards in March.

“We are definitely coming back in
March, with a bang this time around.
We believe the crowd here really had
a good time, and so did we.

“We are definitely not stopping here.
Our sincere thanks to the owner of this
place, our friend, Max Dlamini and his
team for making the session happen.

“HERE: A view of
Immigrant Bar.

WlN 4TIGKH S TO THELOVE OUTLOUD SHﬂW
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SMS “JOKE to 6464 and stand 2 chance to win T
of 8 General Tickets to watch the shov, One (7)
grand winner will win a VIP Ticket that includes
dinner and watching the stioy. The more sms's
sent the better the chance of winning.
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REACH FOR THE STARS
FRIDAY 18:00 | ZEE WORLD (166)

workers mortgage their own life to
toil and tears only so that their
children can grow up enjoying the
fruits of education and amenities
they could only dream of. Tune in
every weekday from Friday
February 3 at 18:00 CAT.

This month, Zee World brings yet
another captivating story, Reach
for the Stars. It beautifully cap-
tures the hopes and aspirations of
a domestic worker alongside the
trials and tribulations of her daily
life. It will showcase how domestic

SHED AND BURIED
TONIGHT 21:00 | TRAVEL CHANNEL (179)

they find fieldsfull of tractors and
machinery — some left to rotin the
countryside and some in mintcon-
dition. And when the boyscome
across a shed full of surprises in
the south west, they find it difficult
to whitlle their decision down to
Just one. Follow Henry and Sam as
they unearth motoring treasures.

Henry Cole and Sam Lovegrove
continue their odyssey to uncover
abandoned automabiles left to rot
in the sheds of Britain. This month,
the boys discover an Aladdin’s
cave of different sheds, all on the
same property — what will they
reveal? Henry and Sam travel to a
tractor enthusiast's heaven when

Lifetime

FRIDAY 20:50 | LIFETIME (131)

Coming in February is the second
locally-commissioned series for
Lifetime® in Africa, Married At First
Sight South Africa. The pro-

gramme follows singles who have
failed to find love, and have decid-
ed to put their hearts in the hands
of a team of experts. They select
their perfect partner, and the cou-
ples then meet for the first time at

the altar. After the wedding and
honeymoon, the married couples
move in together and start their
new lives. From the first kiss to the
first tears, cameras document
every moment as experts analyse
the relationships. Six weeks of
marriage later, the couples have to
make a decision: will they stay
together or file for divorce?

o

TN
Tmirat®

CHELSEA V ARSENAL
SATURDAY 14:20 | SUPERSPORT 3 AFRICA HD (223)
Premier League 2016/17. the action via live video stream-

Matchday 24: Chelsea versus
Arsenal from Stamford Bridge -
London, England. LIVE. DSty
Premium customers can catch

ing on supersport.com, on DSty
Now (for Android and i0S) and
on the SuperSport App.

,,,,, -:.'«“npri:%z(’.-'ﬂ""
Y U AR AR R

F b A A A S A A &

PR

BET (129) is adding to its rich fac-
tual programming mix by wel-
coming the best documentaries
from Africa and across the world
onto its TV screens under a deal
with documentary curators AfitDocs.

AfiiDocs’ extensive library of African
and international documentaries will
be aired on BET’s pan-Aftican enter-
tainment channel on DStv every
Sunday evening at 20:00 CAT, start-
ing February 5, 2017.

Created for film buffs, lovers of
African stories and culture, activists
and anyone with a passion for pow-
erful and real stories, AfiiDocs doc-

umentaries are always moving, edu-
cational, and entertaining - whether
ripped from the headlines, or simply
the personal journeys of individuals
facing the challenges of everyday life.

Since its inception in 2014, AfiiDocs

|AFRIDO
EMIE

ON BET

has presented over 150 documen-
taries, including powerful environ-
mental doc Virunga, Rehad Desai’s
award-winning Miners Shot Down,
Nas Jones’ Shake the Dust dance doc-
umentary, and Nigeria’s celebrated
film, The Supreme Price.
Unique

This unique documentary strand
has also included intemationally award-
ed and acclaimed films such as the
Academy Award winner CitizenFour
(the Edward Snowden story), the
Academy Award-nominated The Act
of Killing, the SAFTA winning The
Dream of Shahrazad, and many oth-
ers.

“We look forward to rounding out
our factual content offering, and illu-
minating and entertaining our Sunday
night audiences thanks to AfiiDocs’
intelligent, thought-provoking and

stimulating documentary titles,”
said Monde Twala, Vice President,
BET, Youth & Music, Viacom
International Media Networks
(VIMN) Africa.

Executive Producer, AfriDocs,
Don Edkins explained further: “We
are excited about this new relation-
ship with BET in Africa and we look
forward to sharing our curation of the
best documentary films on offer.”

Deal

Under the deal, AfiiDocs on BET

will feature regular themed months
such as Human Rights Month, Music
Month, and Women’s Month, while
also continuing AfiiDocs’ collabo-
ration with the Durban International
Film Festival that gives millions of
viewers across Africa a chance to
view a selection of films from this
internationally recognised festival.

BIG DRAMA IN LITTLE LIVES

CATCH all the big drama in little lives
with Extraordinary Kids every Monday
evening on Lifetime (131), which start-
ed January 23.

From those who are dancing or rapping
their way to stardom to those who cook-
ing with the finesse of a professionally
trained chef, Lifetime has it all. Dance
Moms, The Rap Game and Man vs Child.:
Chef Showdown all feature children with
amazing talent that doesn’t quite match
their size.

In a brand new series, The Rap Game
rapper and music mogul Jermaine Dupri

mentors five hot aspiring young rappers
towards stardom. Jermaine is the power-

house musieal force behind hip hop super-
stars such as Mariah Carey, Usher and
Bow Wow and in this series, he is putting
his expertise to the test by inviting five
young potential rap superstars, and their
manager moms, to move into his Atlanta
mansion. While in the mansion, the kids
will be tasked with learning every aspect
of the music business in the hopes of
achieving their ultimate rap superstar
dream: being signed to Jermaine’s label,
So So Def. This new docu-series from
Executive Producer Queen Latifah is
packed with excitement.

Dance Moms Season 7 follows chil-
dren’s early steps on the road to stardom
and their doting mothers who are there
for every rehearsal, performance and bow

all under their dance instructor’s discerning
eyes.

Presenting a powerful cast of charac-
ters, the reality show immerses itself in
the highs and lows surrounding dance
competition season, delivering a capti-
vating and dramatic look at the cast’s
intense pursuit of National Dance titles.
Dance Moms Season 7 will continue to
pose the tough questions many people
have been asking since the show’s launch
about what really goes on behind-the-
scenes in the fast-growing and contro-
versial sport of competitive dance.

: Cooks

Man vs Child: Chef Showdown is on a
Monday evening at 19:10. Some of the
world’s most talented young cooks go up

against the very people they look up to;

professionally trained adult chefs. In each
episode a team of five child cooking prodi-
gies Cloyce, 13, Holden, 14, Emmalee,
12, Dylan, 11 and Estie, 7, will challenge
a different prolific executive-level chef
in the kitchen, where they will defend
their culinary abilities. Will raw talent and
imagination prove to be enough for the
first generation of kids taised on cooking
shows? Great chefs will be put to the ulti-
mate test, against the food stars of tomor-
rOowW.

Adam Gertler, Chef and TV person-
ality, hosts Man vs Child: Chef Showdown
while Mike Isabella, chef and restaura-
teur, and Alia Zaine, private chef, serve
as reoccurring judges and commentators.
Guest judges include a number of renowned
executive chefs and restaurateurs.



International
Celebrity News

NEW SQUEEZE: Damon Wayans and his new glrlfnen‘
DAMON WAYANS' NEW SQUEEZE

LOS ANGELES - Actor Damon Wayans

took his grrifriend out to Catch Restaurant
in West Hollywood, California on January
29. After the two were done, he noticed

Damon was married to Lisa Thormer from
1984 to 2000. FY1 - he's currently star-
ring on Lethal Weapon on FOX, after sur-
viving a brain tumor.

GAME OF THRONES STAR KIT TALKS LOSING VIRGINITY

CALIFORNIA - Game of Thrones heart-

throb, Kit Harington has

discussed losing his vir-
ginity.

Theacior, 30, revealed
he doesntt think he wait-
ed long enough before
having sex for the first
time, instead deciding
to "get the monkey off
his back" when he was

"ataparty’asayoung WHOA: Kit Harmgton

teenager.

He said: "It was a typical sort of teenage
thing, ata party. | was probably too young."
And when the interviewer for Elle mag-
azine asked Kitif by "too young" he meant

He added to the publication: "I think the

_ girland [ just
kind of wanted
to. You either

holdonand do
itright, oryou're
young and
decide to get
the monkey off
your back."
And losing his
virginity ata
young age has-
n'thad any effects on Kit's romantic life,
as he previously said it was "easy to fall
in love" with his girlfriend Rose Leslie,
whom he met on the set of Game of

ENTERTAINMENT 31
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he had a parking ticket. e the tender age of 13, the star claimed ~ Thrones.
they “weren't far off". Elle
STRONG ARMING: Qaphela.
BLOW UP LED T REA
ED TO NICKI, MEEK MILL B Kup PARIS JACKSON TO MAKE ACTING DEBUT Qaphela forces Zama to choose between her family
LOS ANGELES - Nicki Minaj and Meek and that's what set off Nicki. A source close and Jabu. Shadrack and Mehlemamba are stunned
Mill broke up after a nuclear to Sonye tells us she by Lerato's shocking revelations. Sunday provides
fight uring her birthday wesk- iMoo GRS SV goegs B Sk Judas vith crucal nformation.
endlast month ... and it was- up years before Nicki, sl LELIL) 2Tl S (fuae
n'tabeut cheating. but she fully denies ing {0 TV. The daugh- Demorest) into pushing
Sources close to the ex-cou- any cheating. We're e th;he Sig STBbolics o
pletelius ... they weren't get- told Sonye's about Fop, Michael Jackson ing to the official casting
ting alongin Turks and Caicos, il b ion B will make her‘actmg announcement.
because he was hanging with suits against sever- debut on Fox's Star The cast of Star glso
friends and not paying atten- it later this season. lnclu_des Queen Latifah,
tionto her. She went nuts on Wetre also told Sonye e Jacks_on’s ﬁpt BEqamin Bratt, Jude
him, he got pissed and left BREAK UP: Nlckl understands truth is %c)np;gd actms[;dglgli genmad,Bnttany;(\)’Grad{]
the island without her, and sz a defense, but she sbis e DEBUT: Paris yan Destiny, Amiya
Shoisakscrewitis n inaj. o o play Rachel Wells, a o Scott and Quincy Brown.
J ? ° i son.

ended the relationship. Just that simple.  It's interesting ... the breakup appears to yt:]ung?p?rd(ljn tSM' e Guest Stag%%éhf;m

be over the small stuff, which makes you iSandipmiaaung ; XAl e 4

social media guru, who overseesapub-  Kraviz, Tyrese Gibson and Naomi Campbel.

ing with a woman named Sonye Rasool  wonder if the door is still open. THZ Eonline

There are reports Meek had been cheat-
) licity shoot of the girl group and deliber-

MISS SOUTH AFRICA NTANDO HITSAT CRITICS | |  BONANG MATHEBA CHANGES A YOUNG GIRL'S LIFE
Xgmﬁffgougfgg?mg MessSouh - Ina lengthy Socel medﬁtstt)a;?}?:ﬁmde JOHANNESBURG - For two years she  Bonang's tweet lastyear saying she need-
i : satat home with no hope ed 10 girls who

may nothave scooped r?mxﬁ s:éyyou hgvtce of furthering her studies had dreams of TOUGH CHOICE: Azwindini.
theSMrsg Unlyer:sicronm eg% /@’m due to her family’s finan- doing media stud- 1 : .
ggﬁn.un m’g‘et’ Ut; ﬁ o il cial limitations. Going to ies and could not Azwindini is asked to go through with the wedding to

o ﬁy hefiagho ﬁ;eve %S:Vg: id university became just afford them. ‘I P faceMMg'a'O{ gda';;“o and Simon fear Azwindini
;Jhogg gggfwoﬂd o pe%ple another dream for Karen | jumped at the Aeave VIR o

Despite putiing up a fierce who just sitand crit- Mthethwa. 3 opportunity gnd
ﬁgm at the ghtzy cere- icize,” she said. But all that Changed this s‘ent my apphc'a-
mony in the Philippines, . : Ntando added that yearwhentelevisonand - SAINT: Bonang Matheba tion through with
Ntando has faced criti-  NOT HAPPY: Ntando her goal was to radio personalty Bonang - ey Karen Mthethwa my results and a
asmfornotbringinghome  Kynene inspire girls to strive Matheba came to her res- mo_tlvat]onal letter
the crown. : to make their dreams cue by awarding her a telling her about
However, she has no ime to entertain  areality, and believes that she has done bursary. Talking to DRUM, Karen Mtethwa - my ffe and family background,"says Karen,
the negativity. s0. Sowetan (20) says she knocked on many doors ~ who added that “my life will never be the

unsucessfully, until she stumbled on  same.” Drum
EMTEE AND CRUZ FUED GETS NASTY MUVHANGO' ACTOR SURVIVES ANOTHER CRASH

JOHANNESBURG - Rapper Emtee has JOHANNESBURG - After is a rebel," said
remained defiant as his beef with rapper his near-fatal car accident Radebe about his
Cruz Afrika heads to court. in downtown Jozilast year, character. The

crunch comes when

Muvhango actor, Senzo

Radebe bounces back

with a deadly car crash

driver role on the new

SABC1 drama series
‘Ingozi’.

"| play Dali Ndamase, the
son and only kid from a

The pair, who have been slinging mud
at each other on social media, were
involved in a heated feud that saw Cruz
drop a diss track on Friday. Cruz appar-
ently received a threatening voicemail
from Emtee after releasing the track, and
s0, decided to open a case of intimida-
tion against Emtee. Emtee responded

a heavily sloshed
Dali crashes his lux-
ury car and kills a
number of people,
with the survivors
left to fight for their
lives in hospital. “It's
just coincidental, but

: infimidati i . wealthy family whose par-
g[r?}: '('TJ clianr:e éocr?fisr?notfr:gwg\aggg t\j%adlgs; : — ents pushhimtogetuni- - SURVIVOR: Senzo nomore ofabless- ALLIANCE: Niki
(Cruz Afrika) opened a case of intimida- ~ BEEF: Rapper Emtee. versiy educationwhiehe  pagepe, agtatgutigles g e e R b
tion against Mihembeni Ndevu (Emtee)  spokesperson Captain Jean Olckerstold onlywantstoplay rugby. _ after experiencing Oé‘ SAVES : D ea);ian ”Wae?s S'zr:e?:]al']nncge;r Gl
over the weekend. MrNdevuthenlaida  Tghisal IVE on Monday. A series of twests He is a kid who was born with a silver  the trauma of a life-threating accident ;gbecg;“&g?g % aenrjiki <= Toglkit o
counterciaim against Mr Modise forintim- o Emtee's Twitter account seemed to spoonin his mouth butat 21, hedoes ot myself Bashis disconcerteg by Niki growing closeness fo
idation. The matter is currently under  confirm that Gruz had called the copson really see eye-to-eye with his parents;he  Sunday World Toolkit, Bongi ries to gain Lerato's trust.
police investigation,” Edenvale police  him. Times live :
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When You're About To Announce That \ BABY BLUES
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be pulled from undemeath you.

Cancer Iy § 1
Grappling with difficult June 22 July 22 (s 5
issues seems likely. You i
might also sense that A companion's news 7
others need to mark the could be bigger, greater i
end of an era. With oth- and more awesome than L
ers looking to you to you expected. And yes, ’ Va4
take the lead, privacy you could feel over- ?
could be hard to come by. You could learn whelmed. You might also .
something interesting late in the day wonder how you're going aneep
though. A useful nev: contact could be to cope whilst they're HAGA R TH EH 0 RRIBLE

made, bring you in touch with someone who  immersed in a project on which so much
could hold a valuable key (and that couldbe  seems fo hang. Involvement in something

literall). 'international’ is probable too. rék JAﬁﬁ'ETTYg:l %’6 ‘6%6"{ EDDIE ; ::_::.-::-
Aquarius Leo = =
January 20 - February 18 July 23 - August 22 =

You could experience a
life-changing moment -
or at the very least be
shaken by news that

Yes, you probably are on
the threshold of some-
thing big. And yes, you
could attract drama. You
makes it clear that great could also attract extra-
change will occur in the ardinary costs! Keeping
next few weeks. A dream s tight rein on your spend-
could be realised - or you could find support  ing could be tricky. You
you'd never have thought possible. Contact  could be offered the keys to someone's

©2017 by Kinp Feahres Synaicate, nc. Workd fights reserved
iy

with a large organisation seems likely and heart - or even the keys to a new home.
may reguire attenfion to a proposed Unlocking treasures seems to be a major
timetable. theme. ]
February 19— March 20 5 August 23 - September 22
Look at the clues below and fill all Then start again and use your
You could atiract a lucky break - or arrive at You've probably heard this coming: emo- the numbers you can answers to
ge;;/ U"deﬁ?ndingb_ 1;:7"3/ angn ?meSﬁc h into the grid. help solve the other clues.
ither way (but prol T change. yes, muc| ; ; .
ably with the help of could already be under- ; Qam”mmkg‘m;m‘ggg pos"w’d“mmf?"-m"em"’em
a partner) you may way. What occurs now : poiceman who seid, "Now, nowyounglad,  The policeman said, "Hey there, | thought
need to make an might be something to 1 ' Ihink you had better take that monkeyto 1 told you o take that money to the zool"
announcement. c_elebrate - butis also the 200" The nextday, the boywaswaking  The boy answered, "l id! Today Im taking
Truth could be.an likely to _be'a.a huge down the road with the monkey on his  him to the cinema.”
issue. Someone who responsibility. Expect ‘ :
experienced similar challenges almost this to be pointed out by older people. 2 3

exactly a year ago could have wise advice-  Another possibility is that you'll be involved
which might make all the difference for your in important documentation or legal matters.

o Libra 4 5 16 | USELESS FACTS
AM';esh & = September 23 - October 23 . - ? .
rch 21 - > : ; - e :
o What's suggested could knock you off your 7 E ] g 1. A crocodile can't poke its tongue out. g
Expect a few feet. You may be asked | 2o 4. Drying fruit depletes it of 30-80 per cent
announcements and/or to provide a script or 2. ltis physically impossible for pigstolook ~ of its vitamin and antioxidant content
to be caught in the help someone with the

glare of publicity. This

wording of a text or letter
could prove one 'heck

that they. feel will change

10 ~ 11 . 12 ' upinto the sky.

5. A 2010 study found that 48 per cent of

) > ; 3. Guinness Book of Records holds the  soda fountain contained fecal bacteria, and
\?ef Lol me ol eyery!hmg,.Wxtnessmg 2 - - . record for being the book most often stolen 11 per cent contained E. Coli.
ry least, an inkling will or thinking about ; . S
that things are about to change on the legacies is also probable. 13 114 | 15 y from Public Libraries.
career and domestic front seems likely. It's just possible too that you'll be made : 5 3 e e/
Another possibility is that family news will aware of the passing of an era. e /
be something you want to share with the 16 17
wider world. Scorpio
October 24 - November 21 : s
Taurus — = :
April 20~ May 20 Toogy eoiid be aifipan- 18 [19 BRAINTEASERS
cial turning point - requir- )
It might not usually be ing you to think long and ‘ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
your seene, but it could hard. A relationship
Timmmmre \ ST | s,
Nou could fnd at : ou need 1o think
Youreove m\}:‘b&mw‘:\;:: = \’\m%“aﬁm about how YESTERDAY’S TODAY’S
expecied. : and where you want to |i .
that an administrafive body is on your side Virgo m&?ﬁ‘m xféehg\,“g :r?ri‘r(\\:rest- BRAI NTEASERS BRAINTEASERS
325; gg!r !(E:ne:u;ug'&nge n;\)vns nferg:zd s&t)mpe ing perspective on this: possibly offering to W
ir join forces. e : ;
love life) could make your heart sing too. DOWN ACROSS ' 1. When was it hat Chrisimas and New 1. There are six mangoes in a basket
e Sagittarius 1. Fifty-four divided by three 2. Ninety-one doubled Year were celebrated in the same year? l and six kids eagerly waiting to get one.
Gemini November 22— December21 - - 2. Number of days in a fortnight 4. Half of sixty-eight Answer: Every year. Each kid is given one mango, yet there is
May 21 - June 21 , 3. Halfof 5842 5.7 across plus 14 down ne mango i the basket, how?
The cosmos has ifs eye on you! An aspect 4.17 across divided by three 1. Sixty-six divided by three Rl
Maybe the end of an era between Mercry and Uranus could bring 6. Four imes 15 across 8. 3421 reversed
has already been you an amazing offer to 7.9 down minus ninety 10. Fifty-two divided by four 2. If you were running a race and you
marked. Perhaps you consider. Your vision of 9. 123 reversed 12. Number of hours it{ ada passed the person in second place, what
il oLyl o the follis couli be 11. Five times 1131 13. Half of 3536 Y N e il b
&?:shwgfl something exceedingly important. }g :'g" of 152 doubled 15. Three times seven 2. How many time can you subtract 10 CL08
big. What you hear today should affirm that  You might also need to 7 Fwac'r ﬁ“smes &“enwm }g Fwe ungeg thirteen from 100?
you have support in high places. True, all give careful cor:saqera- 19, Seventy-five divided by five s Em‘g tdgubtf'g" Answer: Once. Next time you would be
this presupposes that you've been doing fion to who you'd fike to : mes Sixty. subtracting 10 from 90,
your best. If you haven't then the rug could have at your side.
e S
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HOMEWORK
CENTRE

MANZINI

Siiwe Bhomis have gota merit had | nd the
Kisgayisite Pronary not joined. | thank epts along w
Corade 7 much for helping me. Homework Centre, ‘pupils, and asa result
pass my Maths with from day one my we hated Maths and
Istarted going to the  fiying colours. ~ results started to go Add Maths. The
Homework Centre in - higher and fromthat  Homework Centre
the second term of Voylswa Maseku day | became top of my helped me a lot
grade 7. Before | Klanyole Prmi.  class.Onlastterm’s  through the'computer
started going to Schoot " reportigotaninety work and theory after
Homework Centre, my ~ Cocades nine percent, and 1am understanding
Maths marks ranged in . - nowconfidentabout  basics. Usually in
the fifties and sixties.  Istartedgoingto ~  my Mathematics. | Maths | would score
Now that | have Homework Centre in  thank the Centrevery  35% as my highest
subscribed to the the beginning of the ~ much for beingapart  (which is a fail) and
Centre, my marks have year 2016, and Lhave  of my Maths Literacy. ~ Add Maths was dismal
really improved as | noticed a huge —_—————————  with 20-25 % .Through
now get within the difference in my Maths ™ du=ioo W i0linh the help of the tutors |
egions of i ;ashaveallmy oo got a "C", which was
and eighties. | even teachers too. Before!  Salceian Fiinh Sihool  verygood by my
passed grade 7 witha  started attending standards. Before
merit and | to atthe | enrolled at the enrolling at Homework
ane of the top schools i Ct ), My rk Centre for  Centre Add-Maths was
1 exam marks had never  both Maths and Add a nightmare to me, but
on my JC | got symbol
“B" which seemed to
be magicall
1
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Treat yourseif to a workout without the work!
ISOMETRIC EXERCISES {easy, safe, efective & painless)

SERVICES
Cutting “Edging
Kitchen & bedroom fittings  /
*Granite, Ceaserstone, Marble

(+268) 25188557/ 2518 7121

fttings@hajacasy

PO Box 3462, Manzini
WEALSO OFFER
SUBSIDIZED TRANSPORT

Fittings Workshop in Matsapha
Between Matsapha Trading and Swazi Auto
Truck

Services offered includes;

o  Cutting
e Edging
Material used includes;
°  Granite, Ceasor Stone,
Marble

WE ALSO OFFER SUBSIDIZED TRANSPORT
Carpenters welcome with their work
Tel: 2518 7121/2518 8557
Email:
Cell: 7854 8864

“If it’s Security,
Come to us”

. EXERCISE BOOKS
e SHOES

e SCHOOL BAGS

e BULK ORDERS

CONTACT DETALS
Tel: 00268 2505 4370
Fax: 00268 2505 4250

Suitable for both genders

* Stimulates individuais Parts o i')""’"‘"f_? “To
* Reduces Stress * Faci

Biccles
ne Muscles

* Reduces inches “Massages
- i;'r,pmves E.‘aod Cffcu‘a;'icn *Lashes
Bk *Nalls
* Manicure &
'Recﬁ NN &ed?o: arw Recovery Pedicires

_ RINI72199 Ox 0 FEL
ADVWVERT IS E
WNVIET H UUS

Branches: Mbabane - 2422 0191 & Matsapha 2518 8082
Cell: 7602 9990/7840 2899/7840 2900/7802 5481

Mesind PRICE E650 pd

Deposit from as little as E1000 Discount available on long rentals.
“Terms and Conditions a 1 x31JANTZ |

sleep in absolute =

ped;e

and trust our sophisticated

security systems

Security Solutions
Your Security. Owr Concem

Contact Us Today And Place Your Order
Fax-fel: 2404 9107 2
Cell:  +268 7694 9195/ 7823 6148

info@w2securitysolutions.co.za =,
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I 13 i "E LATE:
m' HAROLDS INSTITUTE |} ;ﬁgﬁ:ﬁlmunm'
BUILDING TO LET | ! f’i BRI
MBAMBHA STREET
Building with 15 rooms,good
for offices/ smali conferences.
Preferably single tenant. |
Available immediately
Tell: 2505 9664
76052398

Matured/ Adult Form 3 &
§ Classes accepted. Matric
~ Classes - Grade 11

enrollment still open,

Exclusive learning

~ environment, Free
computer lessons to all our
students. Manzini Summer
Place Building 2nd Floor;

Debtors and Creditors in the
above mentioned estate are
asked to lodge their claims and
pay their debts with the under-
signed within thirty (30)' days
after the date of publication of
this notice.

RN 172164 Dx 06 FEB

MANZINI

“BOREHOLES”

ABSOLOM .M. MALINGA
P.0.BOX8

s office no. 4 KHUBUTA
s Call or whatspp:
A Cut Above the Rest +268 7634 6006

OFFERS; booklets,
learning aids, examiniation

Tel: 2505 3880 / 2505 8402
b Fax: 2505 9408, Cell: 7622 5300

surname. Any e i centre, evening or weekend | - | : Swazi Ohserver
s i e S lecture. o CLASSIFIEDS ADVERT
Emﬁz;‘llayinini. e Dx 31 March WATER FOR LIFE A | RE :
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MAF';JZINI Region
wish to assume /8 Seater
s urnamell ‘MAHHALA FREE KILOMETRES  rwceow
NDLANGAMANDL Branches: Mbabane - 2422 0191 & Matsapha 2518 5082
A. Reason being that Cail:7602 9980/7802 5480/7840 2899
NDLANGAMANDL .
A is my natural
surname. Any
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STARA

ISTANBUL - Togo captain and for-
mer English Premier League star,
Emmanuel Adebayor yesterday
joined Turkish top flight side Medipol
Basaksehir of Istanbul, surprise
contenders for this year's league
title.

The club announced thatthe 32-year-
old former Arsenal, Manchester City,
Real Madrid and Tottenham Hotspur
forward was joining the team on its
official Instagram page. posting a pic-

ture of the player undergoing a med-
ical.

Club chairperson, Mustafa Seral told
the Anadolu news agency that Adebayor
was arriving on a one and a half year
contract and would make a "major
contribution". Financial details have
yet to be disclosed. The player has

- been without a club since leaving

. Crystal Palace at the end of last sea-
son. But he skippered Togo at the
Aftica Cup of Nations in Gabon this

- month where the country exited at the
group stage. Adebayor, who spent
most of the past decade in England

e

DEBAYOR JOIN
TURKEY'S |

s |
A
3

DONE DEAL: Mustafa Seral and Emmanuel Adebayor

had previously hinted that he could
push for a move back to the Premier
League. Formerly known as Istanbul
Buyuksehir Belediyesi Spor (IBB),
the club changed their name in 2014
to Basaksehir and have seen a major
surge in fortunes. They are proving a
worthy r1val to the tradmonal domx-

nant Istanbul trio of Galatasaray,
Besiktas and Fenerbahce and have led |
the Turkish Super Lig for much of |
this season. After the latest round of
games, they are now in second place,
two points behind leaders, Besiktas,
and remain in contention for a first
ever Super Lig tltle AFP

MASON RELEASED FROM HOSPIT AL AFT ER SKULL SURGERY

LONDON - Hull midfielder
Ryan Mason is set for along
period of rehabilitation treat-
ment after being discharged
from hospital, his Premier |
League club said. )
The 25-year-old -cappedonce | 4
by England - fractured his skull
in a horrific clash of heads ‘
with Chelsea defend-
er Gary Cahill in
the first-half of
the 2-0 defeat AP
at Stamford 4
Bridge and was ¢
stretchered off
the  pitch
aftached to an

oxygen mask.

Mason - sold to Hull by Tottenham
Hotspur for a reported 13 million
(15.3m, $16.3) just prior to the
beginning of this season - has made

been discharged from hospital.

training again and he will

though he wears pro-
\ tective head gear.
"Ryan will now

‘excellent’ progress since he has

Howeyver, it is believed it will be
. at least four months till he can start

need a medical all clear
before he does so - oth-
ers such as Czech goal-

# keeper Petr Cech have
returned to action

continue his recovery and early stages

of rehabilitation at home and the club

would once again like to place on record

its thanks to everybody who has been

involved in Ryan's care so far," a club
statement read. Mason wasn't short of
well wishers during his stay in hospi-
tal. He was visited by the members of
Hull's medical team, whose prompt
work was heralded as being key to the
player's recovery, as well as club skip-
per Michael Dawson, his Chelsea coun-
terpart John Terry and his former boss
at Spurs Mauricio Pochettino.

AFP

LONDON - Hull City's unpredictable

transfer dealings have taken anoth-

er twist as they have bid for Euro
2016 winner Nani.

The former Manchester United winger
could be back on his way to the Premier
League as Hull are keen on the Portugal
star and are attempting to bring him to
the KCOM before the day is out.

New boss Marco Silva is an admirer
of the Valencia man, aged 30, who left
United in 2011. Hull City are looking
fornew wide players having sold Robert
Snodgrass to West Ham United and
face losing Andrew Robertson to Bumley.

They have made Nani, who helped
Portugal win the European Championships
last summer, their top target.

He only joined Valencia in July, but
has struggled to reverse the fallen giant's
fortunes as they battle against relega-
tion from La Liga. Nani has played 15
league games for Valencia and has made

ADMIRED: Luis
Nani.

an impact, scoring two goals and assist-
ing six more, but he will be playing for
English strugglers rather than Spanish
ones if Silva gets his way. Silva has pre-
viously worked with Nani, having taken
him on loan to Sporting Lisbon when
he was manager for the 2014/15 sea-
son, and they won the Portuguese Cup

together. Nani is best known in England
for his spell at Manchester United between
2007 and 2014. He arrived from Sporting
Lisbon hailed as the new Cristiano
Ronaldo for £21.6m, and although he
never quite lived up to that hype, he did
have a trophy laden spell at Old Trafford.
Daily Mail

_, WORLD SPORT 39

No rush for Bale return, insists Zidane

Madrid - Real Madrid coach
Zinedine Zidane believes he
has no need to rush Gareth
Bale back from a long-term
ankle injury as the European
champions extended their lead
at the top of La Liga on Sunday.

Madrid saw off Real Sociedad
3-0 thanks to goals from Mateo
Kovacic, Cristiano Ronaldo and
Alvaro Morata to open up a four-
point lead on Barcelona and
Sevilla and with a game in hand
over their title rivals to come.

Bale has been out since suf-
fering ankle ligament damage in
November and is not expected
to return before March.
However, Zidane
is hopeful of hav-
ing Luka
Modric and
James
Rodriguez
back for
Real's next
outing at
Celta Vigo at
the weekend.
"Our idea to is
to have Luka back
next week. We will
see (how he is) on Tuesday
and the same goes for James,"
said Zidane.

"Gareth will take a while longer.
He is now on the training pitch
in boots which is a good sign,
but we have to take it slowly."

Bale is expected to miss Real's
Champions League last 16, first

leg clash with Napoli on February
15 with the Welshman possibly
making a return in time for the
return leg on March 7.

Madrid had begun to miss the
Welshman's presence as they
won just one of their five previ-
ous games before Sociedad's visit.

That run included elimination
at the hands of Celta Vigo in the
Copa del Rey quarter-finals, but
Zidane admitted missing out on
two more matches in the semi-
finals over the next fortnight
could ultimately prove a bless-
ing for his injury hit squad.

"It is what it is. We can't
think about the Cup
any more because

we are out,"
he added.

"W e

would

have pre-

ferred to

still be in

it, but we

have to

think posi-

tively and we

are going to

have a full week to

prepare first for La Liga

and then the Champions League."\

Madrid enjoyed a dream week-

end as all of their title rivals

slipped up. Barca were held 1-1

at Real Betis, whilst Sevilla were

reduced to 10 men after just two

minutes in losing 3-1 at Espanyol

on Sunday. AFP

Dybala set to sign new Juventus deal

MILAN - Juventus are set to
fend off interest from Real
Madrid and Barcelona for for-
ward Paulo Dybala by announc-
ing a new contract for the
Argentina international 'in a
few weeks'.

Dybala joined Juventus in 2015
from Palermo on a five-year deal
and his impressive performances
in the famous black and white
shirt have seen him linked with
a move away from Turin.

But Juventus Chief Executive
Giuseppe Marotta is confident
the forward will remain with the
Italian giants and sign a new deal
in February.

'We're talking with his people,
I don't think there will be any
problems. The announcement will
probably be made in a few weeks,

Marotta told Sky Sport Italia.

'Paulo is happy here and we're
glad to have him with us, that's
why there's every opportunity to
move forward together.'

There was an incident between
Dybala and Juve boss Massimiliano
Allegri as the forward refused to
shake his hand when substituted
in Sunday's 2-0 victory over
Sassuolo.

Allegri was unconcerned by the
snub, and Marotta felt it was sim-
ply asign of frustration at failing
to find the net.

'It was a small and insignificant
gesture, football is full of these
things. We have to look at the
whole context — he's an impor-
tant player and a great profes-
sional,’ he told TMW Radio.

Daily Mail
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Cameroon players
refuse to train over

ot VV ‘ -‘,_, .- ‘ "— . 3 , ; I : : 4 | -7 ‘ - | . : -~ 7 W
unpaid bonuses BANcE B "n KI “n rnsn s
e GLOBETROTTING GOAL- GETTER

to train on Monday in Gabon until their}
bonuses have been paid to the dimension
of their performance in the quarterfinal

aganist Senegal.

respectively.

tomorrow aganist Ghana.
soka25east
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COROLLA CRYSTAL LIGHTS

Revelations from the camp indicate that
Hugo Broos men are demanding 12 million
CFA franes each player as a qualification
bonus for the quarterfinals and semifinals

The goverment had-offered the players 10
million CFA francs per player after the ini-
tial plan of less than 4 million CFA francs
an amount that squad captain Benjamin
Moukandjo and his players has termed as
pathetic. The players have demanded that
the goverment has to revalorise the amount
before they can go back to training to pre-
pare for semi-finals scheduled in Franceville

LIBREVILLE - With his giant
frame and his instantly recog-
nisable hairstyle, it is hard to
miss Aristide Bance, the man
who fired Burkina Faso into
the semifinals of the Africa
Cup of Nations.

And yet it has been a case of
blink and you might miss him
when it comes to his club career,
which has seen the 32-year-old
turn out for sides in a dozen dif-
ferent countries.

The player who came off the
bench in Saturday's quarterfinal

Belgium, the first on 2 whistle-
stop footballing tour of the world.

"There are some countries
where I didn't have much luck.
When I went to Dubai, at the
beginning everything went well,"
he said. "After four months I
started to have problems with my
pay. When a club stops paying
you, it's a way of saying you are
no longer in the coach's plans, so
I had real problems there.

"T went to Finland (HIK
Helsinki) to play in the Europa
League, and in Latvia they were
very professional too. I got paid

in Libreville against Tunisia and
fired his side into a last-four tie
against Egypt is a veritable
globe-trotter.

In fact even he has lost count of
the number of clubs he has
played for, but a glance at his CV
shows spells in the Ivory Coast,
Latvia, Germany, Dubai, Ukraine
and Kazakhstan, among others.
"Twelve clubs, something like

1.,11.”.:
3

'xll ll;.‘

 HONDA FIT/ JAZZ
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that. I have travelled a bit. I have
a lot of experience," the man with  civil war.
the blonde mohawk told AFP.
In fact it is more like 20 clubs in  move made "to protect our lives".
12 different countries for a player
who was born in the Ivory Coast
and moved to Ouagadougou in

GOAL: Aristide Bance celebrating after scoring against  there. I was already used to the
Tunisia on Saturday night.

cold after a spell in Ukraine,"
added Bance, who retains partic-
ularly happy memories of his
time spent in Germany with
Mainz. His most recent move,
from Riga back to Africa with
After several months spent at a ASEC Abidjan, had a more prac-
local club Santos, Bance took off  cal explanation to it.
for Europe, joining Lokeren in AFP

2002, at the height of the Ivorian

It was, he admitted recently, a
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Essam El-Hadary
remains humble

with Egypt

LIBREVILLE - Egyptian goalkeep-
er Essam El-Hadary continues to walk
on the path towards immortality at
AFCON 2017, with the latest target
in his glittering career being to end
the tournament without conceding.

Already the oldest player ever to fea-
ture at the Nations Cupat 44 years old,
four-time AFCON winner El-Hadary is [
currently vying to become the first ever §*
goalkeeper to complete a tournament
without conceding.

Since coming on as a 25th-minute
replacement for Ahmed Al Shenawy in
the first Group D match against Mali,
the Wadi Degla FC keeper has gone on §
to guard the posts against Uganda and
Ghana, as well as Morocco in the quar- f§
ter-finals, keeping a clean sheet in all
those encounters.

“I have worked really hard to keep in
shape,” said El-Hadary, who appears
to be far away from even thinking of
retiring.

kickoff

01 FERRUARY 2017
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EZULWINI SEWERAGE SYSTEM PROJECT

The Swaziland Water Services Corporation hereby notifies Ezulwini
Municipality Residents that the Ezulwini Sewerage System Project is
now at its penultimate stage of completion. In this regard with effect
from the 1" of February 2017 the Corporation will commence with
on plot Sewer Live Connections.

As mentioned in previous Public Notices the Corporation has engaged
Inyatsi Construction (Pty) Ltd and Bicon Consulting Engineers to.
carry out the works.

To facilitate the implementation of the connections, we kindly request
that residents ensure that all domesticated animals used for security are
kept under closure to allow for safe working conditions.

Please direct any queries and or request for clarifications to
public_affairs@swsc.co.sz.

Your assistance and cooperation is essential in making this project a
success.

Announcement by:
Public Affairs Department

Emtfonjeni Buildmg, Corner MR 103
~ and Cultural Village Drive, Ezulwini.
Tel: 2416 9000, Fax: 2416 3616

Visit: www. SWSC.C0.52
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Masango to SuperSport, Wome
to Pirates - 'the deals are on’

JOHANNESBURG - “The deals
are on,” said SuperSport United
chairman Khulu Sibiya, con-

firming that his club werescram-  The threats facing Supersport
bling te sign Mandla Masango  United's title challenge )
yesterday's final day ofthetrans-  Sibiya did not confirm if the ~ MANCHESTER - Henrikh
fer window, and loan Dove move to SuperSport would be on Mikhitaryan insists Manchester United
Wome to Orlando Pirates. a loan or permanent basis. are taking all four competitions they
Sibiyatold TimesMedia Digital  He said the deals “done” were ~ areimvolved inseriously as they strug-
veday that the Mansango and  premature. “I think it’s safe to gle to cope with the demanding fix-
Wome deals were stilltobe finalised.  say, ‘yes’, and that negotiations “J"e scMheg:—:::]e}; T
SuperSport were trying tosign ~ were going on last [Monday] = . gsel (Zi tiuos ST e gL o
former Kaizer Chiefs winger  night,” the SuperSport chairman IR0 SEUAEITNING art NIEtes i
Masango from his Danish club, ~said. “I am still waiting for 2 quartetof competitions - the Premien

Randers FC, where he has spent
the past season-and-a-half and
has a contract that runs until June

ly turned down a 3 million Krona
(R4,6 miltion) offer for the play-
er.

[SuperSport CEO] Stan Matthews
to come back to me. But, yes, it’s
on the cards.

STAR MKHITARYAN PROMISES

UNITED FIGHT ON FOUR FRONTS

League, Europa League, FA Cup and
the League Cup, in which they can look
forward to a Wembley final against

2018. “Pirates are keen on Wome on Southampibnexemonth. 2\
Sibiya said the three-time PSL _ aloanbasis Andwehavetomake L success means United could face - /|
champions will then loan outmer-  Toom for Mandla Masango. “Stuart asmany as 67 games, should they advance Mkhitaryan. ) 2
> f /e

curial Togolese forward Wome
to Pirates “to make space for
Masango”.

Baxter really loves Mandla. They
have a good relationship. But
because the squad is too big we

to the finals of the other two cup com-
petitions, and has led Mourinho to crit-
icise the English fixture schedule as

| MORE GLORY: Henrikh

L SN

ceed in every tournament. "We are tak-
ing all the competitions seriously," he

We want to do our best to try to win
them all." United face drop candidates

M 1d it o ffload = "nonsense". But after a weekend in 2 : : :
- 353;%;1 chz)llclh Srt?ll;: I?a:(vt;r er;: tgu(;)ers pogn:n ?11131 eggsililzg}_ which a number of Premier League said. "For Manchester "Umted, every Htéﬂmmggehrlrlnerl.ﬁailgueat(')lclli"f(ralﬁoid
who the Bafana Bafana forwaré ebra.te 10-year partnership at gala teams were eliminated from the FA Cup Cup}:S },eéy 1m'p011ant.if A ta?pﬁy g ﬁy’ oy ounh 5 agamh_ ety :

) b > = ; after choosing weakened line-ups, ToPHY-If oesn't matter ifitis the League  make sweeping changes to his team

won league and cup doublesunder  event “So yes, it’s definitely on - : ; Cup, the FA Cup or the Europa League. ~ selection. AFP
at Kaizer Chiefs in 2012-13 and  the cards. Today is the lastdayof ~ Khitaryan claimed United wantto suc-
2014-15. the transfer window and we’re

Baxter had indicated that whil ing to finalise it. i I 1 )

st e Kaizer Chiefs sign former PAYET DEBACLE

Masango spent the Danish
Christmas break training with

“I can simply say: yes. that’s
the deal. And listen, it’s a deal

Venezuela junior international |

MADE US CLOSER'

SuperSport, and the coach would  that’s going to happen, so take it
love to have him, there mightbe  as confirmed. The deals are on.” )
issues with costas Randersrecent- - TMG Digital JOHANNESBURG- Kaizer Edward Mangele and Siphelele CAPE TOWN - West Ham striker Andy

Chiefs will formally announce

Mthembu. It's thought the club

Carroll admits the Dimitri Payet saga

are in the process of securing | galvanised the spirit of the Premier League

the signing of Venezuela

\ M A D RI D F/q N S BOOI N G striker Gustavo Paezonce  Paez’s worl; permit, although for | side and boosted the overall morale to
the paperwork hasbeen  now, all Chiefs Football Manager Neick-ctart thei
papé; : kick-start’ their season.
settled. Bobby Motaung was offering on Payet sent shockwaves through the Hammers'

RONALDO IS MADNESS’

the matter is to confirm that the
club has signed a foreign player.

The 26-year-old has

L % dressing room when he refused to play for
been training with the

the club against Crystal Palace this month

MADRID - Real Madrid leg- Real's youth ranks and spent Soweto club for the last ~ "We have signed one and we in order to force a move back to his former
end Iker Casillas said itis mad- 25 years with the club few weeks and is said ~ will make other announcements; club Marseille.
ness that Cristiano Ronaldowas  before joining — o= tohave madeenough  [he] is from outside [the coun- Manager Slaven Bilic responded by telling
booed during the team's3-0La  Poroin2015. /="~ of a positive try]," Motaung said on the week- the media of the incident and stood firm,
Liga win over Real Sociedadat AFP % impression to  end. Born in Venezuela to Italian claiming the club's financial position eant
the Santiago Bernabeu on s earn a con-  parents, Paez was part of the they would not be bullied into selling their
Sunday. ‘4 tract. Venezuelan squad for the 2007 star player - especially after a slow start to
The former Los Blancos goal- = His immi-  South American Under-17 Football their league campaign.
keeper also endured criticism from nent sign- Championship but has not fea- - Nonetheless, the wave of uncertainty sur-
the stands in his time with the ing may tured for the national team since. | rounding his future resulted in an upturn of
Spanish giants. "These things hap- spell the  He has drifted around during his | form with Bilic's squad, as Carroll starred
pen in stages, Cristiano sells a lot, endofthe  career, playing in Peru, Venezuela | in the 3-0 win over the iEagles and the 3-1
and demands a lot of himself," Chiefs and Slovenia, and in the lower | victory over Middlesbrough, to move into
Casillas told Onda Cero's 'El careers divisions in Italy and Spain. fiican | the top-half of the table. )
Transistor' show. "Along with 0 f News Agency 1 SPORT24
[Leo] Messi he is the best in the

PATO LATEST TO LAND MEGABUCKS CHINA MOVE

Spanish media reported Villarreal are
set to cash in to the tune of €18 million
for a player they spent just €3 million
on to sign from Brazilian side Corinthians
in July. Meanwhile, Pato is reportedly
set to earn €10 million a season.

The former AC Milan and Chelsea
striker scored just six goals in his 24
appearances for Villarreal.

Pato was one of the brightest prospects
in world football when he signed for
Milan as a 17-year-old in 2007,

Despite netting 63 goals in 150 appear-
ances for the Italian giants, Pato's first
spell in Europe was blighted by injury
before returning to Brazil with Corinthiang
in 2013.

Loan spells at Sao Paulo and last sea-
son at Chelsea followed before his brief |
stint at Villarreal. |

AFP .

world — he has this ... this respon-
sibility. "As a Madridista, some-
times you don't understand why
it can happen. Six months ago
Madrid were European champi-
ons, one month ago they were
- world champions. He has just won
+ the wophy as the world's best play-
" ex.Mlast year | remember a &if-
| fodtmonent before [Rafa) Benitez,
left. Then at the end of the sea-
- son they were in the clouds with
the Champions League.
"[fhe scores two or three goals
a game, that is just what he is sup-
posed to do. It is madness. You
must help him -- have people <
around him and the club who
help to protect the players. "I'm very happy to be
He must continue trying J QR part of the Tianjin
to be the player he is, the " > Quanjian family,"
best in the world," con- Pato tweeted on his
cluded Casillas, who official account with
came through a picture alongside
Cannavaro.

MADRID -
Former Brazilian interna-
tional Alexandre Pato is the lat-
est high-profile player to be tempt-
ed by the riches of China's Super
League after joining Tianjin Quanjian
from La Liga side Villarreal.

Pato, 27, will be coached by Italian
Soccer World Cup-winning captain
Fabio Cannavaro and joins Belgian
international Axel Witsel at Tianjin after
he sealed a big-money move from Zenit

Saint Petersburg earlier this
month.
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CORBAN'S REFEREES|
KIT PRESENTATION

CORBAN LOVES MAFUTSENI: Referees of the
| Mafutseni League being presented with their new kit
| which was courtesy of the league’s sponsor, CORBAN.
| Looking on are Mafutseni MP, Christopher Gamedze,
| MRFA Chairman Peter ‘Samora’ Simelane and CORBAN
Head of Marketing Reggie Kunene.

MC:MRFA Treasurer Sipho TEAM REPRESENTATIVES: Joseph Msibi and Sanele
Diamini directing proceedings. Shongwe who represented some of the teams.

BRAND
NEW:
Referees
4 of the
. § Mafutseni
| Ieague
| admmng

| SIGNED AND SEALED: Corban’s Reggie Kunene sign-
i ing an agreement with the MRFA.

YN B i £ TR T

THIS IS HOW WE DO IT: ;
Mafutseni Indvuna Bandile i
Tshotsho stressing a point to '
| ~ : — . . — Minister of Tourism and |
| cHIEF'S MAN: Slcamelo sacmef Sizwe Shongwe lis- ATTENTIVE: Xolani Nkhambule and Mthunzi Shongwe lis- = Environmental Affairs
| tening to speeches. tening attentively to the speeches. Christopher Gamedze.
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(Piocs: Sibusiso Dlamini)

WE MEET AGAIN: Former national team coaches Harries
‘Madze’ Bulunga and Nyanga ‘Crooks’ Hiophe greeting
each other before their league game at Mavuso Sports
Centre last Saturday. Green Mamba beat Wanderers 1 - 0.

SHOT: Manzini Wanderers strik-
er Kola Aledeon taking a shot
while Muhle Shiba looks on.

-~ " e R T

NO WAY BHOLOJA: Youngster
Wethu ‘Bholoja’ Vilakati being
tackled by Musa Diamini.

b Pl ot

| -
&

YOU ARE WARNED: Referee Mbongeni Shongwe
giving a warning to Wanderers’ Kola Aladeon and
Thabiso Gumbi.

to block it.

MY BALL:
Muhle
Shiba
vying for
the ball
with
Mrfanafuthi
‘Taribo’
Bhembe.

DASHING: Sifiso Matse dashing
with the ball leaving Muhle Shiba
behind.

NO WAY: Mcebo Mdluli taking a
shot whilst Menzi Gamedze tries

mate whilst Sihle Mkhonta tries to intercept the ball.

BODY PARTS CENTRE & SPARES

MANZIN! BRANCH: Former Indali Furnitures Building, Opp. Lighaga Flats
Contact BONGANI: 7612 8651, THANDO: 7652 7264, or Tel/Fax: 2505 $454/2505 9002

Festive Specials

Oil Filter

Air Filter Shocls




42 NATIONAL SPORT

Sl vour latest workd focthail news

@ Chelsea are interested in signing Celtic
striker Moussa Dembele, 20, but the Scottish
champions may not be prepared to sell the
France Under-21 international for less than
£40m.

(Sky Sports)

@ West Brom will make a £10m bid for

Southampton's England striker Jay Rodriguez,
27.
(Express)

stepped up their inferest | S
inLiverpool defender |
Mamadou Sakho, 26, §
and hope to conclude
adeal for the France player

on deadline day. Palace are also looking to
complete deals for Serbia midfielder Luka
Milivojevie, 25, from Olympiakos and
Uruguay defender and free agent Martin
Caceres, 29.

(Daily Mail)

@ Newcastle Boss Rafa Benitez will demand
that the Magpies agree to pay the £15m fee
Crystal Palace are asking for Andros Townsend,
25. The England winger was sold for £13m
in the summer.

(Daily Mail)

@ Watford have accepted a £20m bid from
Chinese Super League side Changchun
Yatai for Nigeria striker Odion Ighalo, 27.
(Sitr)

@ Hull are set to sign Inter Milan and Italy
centre-back Andrea Ranocchia, 28, on loan
until the end of the season.

(Hull Daily Mail)

@ West Ham threatened to pull out of the

£25m deal to sell Dimitri Payet to Marseille
unless the 29-year-old France forward
returned his £500 000 salary for January.
(London Evening Standard)

@ Bumiley are determined to resist Everton's
pursuit of defender Michael Keane, 24.
(Lancashire Telegraph)

@ Everton will not sell England defender
Phil Jagielka, 34, in this window even if
they manage to prise Keane away from Turf '

Moor.
(Mirror)

@® Scveral
Premier League
sides have @FSNGO
entiered talks with

Tepresentanives ‘ i

will not sell the 20-
year-old Portugal Under-20 international
this month but may do so at the end of the
season if their £20m valuation is met.
Tottenham are thought to have been one of
the top-flight sides interested.
(Yahoo)

@ Spurs and Everton will compete to sign
Feyenoord's Netherlands youth international
midfielder Ozancan Kokcu, 18, at the end
of the season.

(Times - subscription required) -

|
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{ Stories by Sibusiso Dlamini {
< |

SOCCER - PROFESSIONALS
are champions of RSSC Siyakha
Under-15 Back to School knock-
out tournament after beating
Tsambokhulu Rovers 1-0 in a
tightly contested final played at
Tabankhulu Sports Ground on
Saturday.

The one-day tournament organ-
ised by the giant sugar company,
RSSC in collaboration with the
Lubombo Regional Football
Association (LRFA) attracted more
than 250 young players from the

14 teams on the day.

The teams were grouped into four
groups, with each group produc-
ing two teams that qualified for the
knock-out stage.

After sweating it out in the group
stages, Lomkhehle, Peacemakers,
Professionals, Tabankhulu FC,
Tsambokhulu Rovers, Killers,

Ngomane Super Eagles and Celtics
all qualified for the last eight.

At this stage, Professionals beat
Tabankhulu FC 1-0 in a game that
proved to be a draw card as there
is always a lot at stake whenever
these two teams meet.

Victory

The other games saw Lomkhehle
beating Killers 4-3 after penalties
while Eagles overcame Celtics 1-
0 to book a place in the last four.

Rovers beat Peacemakers 4-2 on
penalties and advanced to the semi-
finals where they went past
Lomkhehle with a 1-0 victory to
set a date with Professionals, who
beat Eagles 4-2 on penalties.

With a lot of prizes at stake, this
tournament had all the ingredients
of a thriller, and the passion shown
by the young footballers is always
encouraging to the football stake-
holders.

The winners were awarded with
trophies and medals for their efforts,

Nene.

WELL DONE: Top goal scorer Nosisa Mayeyane
accepting her award from LRFA Secretary Sicelo

RUNNERS-UP: Ngomane Eagles posing for a group
picture with Nene.

PROFESSIONALS WIN RSSC SIYAKHA
‘BACK TO SCHOOL TOURNEY

CONGRATS: Profess:onal captam acceptmg their tro-
phy from Lubombo Regional Football Association
Secretary Sicelo Nene. This was after they were
crowned champions of RSSC Siyakha Under-15 Back
to School knock-out tournament after a 1 -0 win
against Tsambokhulu Rovers 1-0 at Tabankhulu
Sports Ground on Saturday. (Courtesy pics)

and it goes without saying theRSSC  positive strides, if the turn-out is
anything to go by.

Female player, Nosisa
amongst the top scorers

Siyakha programme is taking some

SOCCER - TSAMBOKHULU
Rovers female striker, Nosisa
Mayeyane was amongst the top
goal-scorers as she banged in
three goals to join other four
players, who scored the same
number of goals.

The other goal scorers are Ngomane
Eagles” Bongelani Mamba,
Mayibongwe Nxumalo of
Lomkhehle, Mancoba Dlamini of
Rovers and Stambo F.C’s
Thandukwazi all with three goals.

The enterprising Nosisa was one
of the players to watch in this tour-
nament as she possess great foot-
balling prowess, something which

Mhlume Filling Station (f D Spares)
sponsors event with refr

SOCCER - Refreshments were
in abundance during the event,
thanks to Mhlume Filling Station,
who supplied the participants
with bread and juice for the day.
The filing station which is under
the ownership of Benekas played

will surely have a positive impact
on the development of women
football in the country.
The venue was branded by the
sponsors, and the youngsters’ pic-
tures were displayed on the boards
much to their excitement.
Interviewed shortly after the
event, most of the players sound-
ed happy about the games, and
they did not hide their love for the
rampaging run-away MTN Premier
League champions, Mbabane
Swallows, a team which they said
possesses quality players whom
they (young players) idolise and
look upon.

eshments

avery pivotal role towards the suc-
cess of this event as they ensured
the children got food for the day-
long event which attracted huge
spectatorship even from parents
and guardians, who relentlessly
rallied behind the future players. .

MRPA action resumes

] By Sibusiso Masilela

POOL — THE two months long
break is now over and the Manzini
Regional Pool Association League
games will resume this coming
weekend.
The games will see intriguing
pending fixtures in the Western
zone where Correctional Services

side France will take on gnam;_ Knicks . |

in what has been dubbed as the
match of the weekend.

Sparks are set to fly during the
captivating match between Malkerns
based giants Way Inn, who will be
up against Mankayane.

Experience and pride will be at
stake when Mankayane Eagles face-
off with Stairs.

Fans will be treated to great action
when these two teams meet over
the weekend.

)

MRPA Chairman Muntu Dlamini
confirmed the fixtures when con-
tacted yesterday and further invit-
ed pool fans to attend the games in
great numbers.

“The league will resume this week-
end with some pending fixtures of
the Western Zone. We will then
return to our normal schedule next

-.~weekend where the central zone
Y 1 i I w'y
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will also be in action. We are con-
fident the league will continue to
be exciting and we are calling upon
teams and fans to behave them-
selves during games,” he said.
The full fixtures:

Saturday at 2pm

Nicks  vs
Way Inn vs
M. Eagles vs

France
- Mankayane
Stai.rﬁﬁ.,‘s, PRI

Y
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Royal Leopard appeal for
financial help - Hurube

By Sibusiso Dlamini
i

SOCCER — THE country’s CAF
Champions League envoys Royal
Leopard have appealed for finan-
cial assistance from the nation,
government, football structures
and companies.

The team would be hosting AS
Vita on February 11 and will also
travel to DR Congo for the second
round of the CAF Confederations
Cup. Speaking through their
Public Relations Officer (PRO)
Frank Hurube, the six-time MTN

Premier League champions will
now be representing the country.

He said playing in the continen-
tal tournament came with enormous
expense and stress on them as they
did not have the funds required.

“We are aware of the huge finan-
cial outlay that is required for this
foray.

“We appeal to the nation, gov-
ernment through the ministry of
sports, culture and youth affairs,
football structures and companies
to assist us as we are representing
the country as a whole,” he urged.

He said this tournament required
they flew to other countries which

Was very expensive.
“We have to be financially stable
to perform to the best of our abili-
ties. We want to represent the coun-
try well and lift the Swazi flag sky
high. We are not just Royal Leopard,
but we are now the country’s rep-
resentatives.”
He said any contributions would
be welcome and appreciated.
Royal Leopards are expected to
begin the continental campaign on
the weekend of February 10— 12,
whereby they host the first match
at Somhlolo National Stadium before
jetting to Congo for the return leg
on the weekend of March 17 —19.

PLEASE HELP: Royal
Leopard PRO Frank
Hurube.

T.iNSR'T 43

Pirates’ Mabaso rejoins
Matsapha United

By Sibusiso Masilela

SOCCER — MONENI Pirates have since
lost the services of South African midfielder
Peter Mabaso, who has since rejoined
Matsapha United.

This comes after Mabaso’s six-month loan
stint with the ‘Sea Robbers’ came to an end
and has been recalled by the ambitious National

First Division side, who are the rightful own-
ers of the playmaker.

Mabaso joined Pirates from United at the

beginning of the season together with coun-
tryman Clifford Molebatsi, who was shown
the exit door by the black and white outfit last
month. Pirates Chief Executive Officer Thamie
Dlamini confirmed the developments when
contacted yesterday.

“Tt is true that the player has re-joined Matsapha
United since he was with us on loan. We would
like to thank him for the contribution he made
to the team and we wish him the best of luck
in his future endeavours.”

He said they were grateful to Matsapha
United for showing co-operation throughout
the duration of the deal.

“We thank them for their professionalism,”
he said. Meanwhile, Matsapha United acting
Chief Executive Officer Victor ‘Mavikane’
Diamini said he was yet to verify the matter
with the team’s directors when quizzed on the
issue yesterday. Mabaso is set to reunite with
his two countrymen in Vusimuzi Zungu and
John Neguyani, who are both in the books of
the Saul Chaminuka-led charges.

The skillful player’s last Pirates appearance
was during the Ingwenyama Cup quarterfi-
nal loss against Manzini Sundowns about three
weeks ago at the Somhlolo National Stadium.

CONFIRMED: Pirates Chief
Executive Officer Thamie
Diamini.

Leopard opt for Moz team in preparations for AS Vita

l By Sibusiso Masilela

SOCCER — CAF Champions
League bound side Royal
Leopard is working around
the clock to secure a friend-
ly against Mozambican side
Liga Deportivo in prepara-
tions for their international
assignment against AS Vita
Club next weekend. -

The police service side is
expected to sneak out of the
country this morning for the
match slated for the Machava
Stadium later on the day.

Information gathered is that
Leopard are yet to seek per-
mission from the Premier League
of Swaziland before heading
to the neighbouring country.
Leopard Chairman Mxolisi
Dlamini confirmed the matter
when asked yesterday, saying
the friendly was part of their
CAF Champions League prepa-
rations.

“We are currently working
around the clock to secure the
friendly match and we are still
working on several logistics of
the match. We are yet to con-
sult with the football authori-

ties for protocol procedures
since the match will involve
two countries,” he said.

‘Ingwemabalabala’ has already
recalled towering Sihlangu
defender Phumlani Dlamini
from Manzini Sundowns to try
and bolster their squad ahead
of the match against the Florent
Ienge-led side.

The blue and white ensem-
ble previously played the
Kinshasa based side in the CAF
Confederations Cup two years
ago where they were eventu-
ally knocked out of the com-
petition on the third round stage.

CORBAN presents Mafutseni referees with E 800 worth kit

/ By Sibusiso Dlamini l

SOCCER - CORBAN
Builders Hardware present-
ed referees of the E150 000
Mafutseni League they
bankroll with a kit worth E8
000.

The presentation held on
Sunday was attended by
Mafutseni MP and Minister of
Tourism and Environmental
Affairs Christopher Gamedze.
Speaking on behalf of the
Manzini Regional Football
Association (MRFA) Chairman,
Peter ‘Samora’ Simelane thanked
the minister for helping the
association get the sponsor.

“Firstly, I would like to thank

the minister for helping us get
this sponsor. The sponsor loves
football wholeheartedly as you
have seen that today they decid-
ed to take care of referees, who
are very important people in a
game. They will now look pre-
sentable during games. I would
like to thank CORBAN for
everything they have done for
this league.”

CORBAN Head of Marketing
Reggie Kunene commended
teams for their good behaviour,
and further congratulated the
minister for his appointment
into the Cabinet.

“I would like to thank teams
for the good behaviour during

CORBAN LOVES MAFUTSENI Referees of the

Mafutseni League being presented with their
new kit which was courtesy of the league’s
sponsor, CORBAN. Looking on are Mafutseni
MP, Christopher Gamedze, MRFA Chairman
Peter ‘Samora’ Simelane and CORBAN head of
marketing Reggie Kunene.

games.
“We have not heard of any
negative reports, and this is
what we want. All we need is
competition in the league and
we see that every week. Kunene
also applauded the MRFA for
their good work. “I cannot leave
out the MRFA, headed by
Simelane. They are a worka-
holic team, and Manzini foot-
ball is benefiting from the asso-
ciation. Keep up the good work
guys.” b2
Mafutseni MP and Minister
of Tourism and Environmental
Affairs Christopher Gamedze
thanked the sponsor on behalf

of the teams and the constituency.

“I want to thank CORBAN
for their contribution towards
the development of football in
the country. Being appointed
minister coincided with the very
same day of the presentation.
So, after we launched the league,
later on the day I got the news
of my appointment. CORBAN
is the good luck charm.” He
said challenged the referees to
be fair in their judgement dur-
ing games.

“T urge them to make fair deci-
sions, so that we don’t have
incidences of violence during

games.”

‘Buffs’ lose their
first game in
Under-17 league

3y Sibusiso Dlamini 7‘_f.ff.4|
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) e mpards
g um ! -  asialoes their
fir : th- . ason, when they edged
the d. i..ung charipions 1—0.

This was during the E200 000 Esibayeni
Lodge Under-17 League match played at
Somhlolo National Stadium on Saturday.

The match was a tightly contested affair
but Leopard managed to eventually get a
Wil t

Despite i Eop

the loss, “L %
‘Buffs’ ?
are still
on the top
of the log
standings
asthey are
four points

Wanderers.
The maroon and white outfit capitalised
on the army side’s slip and made sure they
collected maximum points, beating strug-
gling Midas City 5 — 0, to close the gap.
The result leaves the “Weslians third on
the log, tied on 32 points
with correctional ser-
vices side
Green
Mamba with
“Inyoka eluh-
lazana’ hay-
ing a better
goal difference.
Mbabane
Swallows
complete /¢
the top
four bracket with 30
points after convincingly beating Manzini
Sundowns 4-0.
Moneni Pirates and Mbabane Highlanders
shared spoils after playing to a 1-1 draw.
Manzini Sea Birds won 2 — 1 against
Tambuti FC, who lost 0-5 to Manzini
Wanderers last week.

THE FULL RESULTS:

Green Mamba 6 RedLions 0
Swallows 4 Sundowns 0
Moneni Pirates 1 Highlanders 1
M.City 0  Wanderers 5
Sea Birds 2 Tambuti 1
Buffaloes 0 - R Leopard 1
THE LOG

P W L D GFGAGD PTS
Young Buffaloes 15 11 1 3 4010 30 36
Green Mamba 15 10 3 2 5120 31 32
Manzini Wanderers 15 10 2 2 3611 26 32
Mbabane Swallows 159 3 3 361224 30
Royal Leopard 158 3 4 331221 26
Mbabane Highlanders 14 5 3 6 2117 4 21
Sea Birds 154 6 5 1833 -16 17
Tambuti 155 9 1 2031 -11 16
Red Lions 154 7 4 2648 13
Manzini Sundowns 143 9 2 1219 7 12
Moneni Pirates 152 7 6 2041 -21 12
Midas City 15 1 122 1260 48 5
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IF SPORTS IS

\ By Sibusiso Masilela \

SOCCER - MBABANE Highlanders have

reportedly offered their head coach Herbet
Maruwa a E10 000 salary until the end of
the season.

It is understood the former Green Mamba
coach will also be entitled to E250 winning
bonuses as part of his renewable contract that
will be reviewed at the end of the current cam-
paign. Maruwa’s mandate is to secure a top
eight finish for the black and white outfit cur-
rently lying at position nine in the MTN Premier
League standings.

Games

He has so far managed to secure one point

which was during the recent goalless draw
against Manzini Sundowns
and the Ingwenyama
‘\\GHL A Cup loss to
. 0“\ Tambuti FC after

%  replacing his
countryman
1 o Terisayi
oo " Changara three
(Eziminyama Ngenkii) weeks ago. Heis

' expected to at least

secure 10 points in four

league games where they are still to play Tambuti,

Green Mamba and Manzini Wanderers.

They have already played against Sundowns
where they got points and this means he now
has to win the three next games. The team’s

General Manager David Eitchfield said he was

not aware of the contractual issues of the coach

when quizzed yesterday.

“I am not aware of the issue regarding the
contract of the coach as it is handled by the
board of directors.

They have not yet briefed me regarding the
maiter you are talking about hence I cannot

commit myself until othewise,” he said.
The team’s board of directors has
fulfilled their promise ‘o beef up
their squad after signi» g sever-
al players including Cosmas

Kabaza, Reagen Kangumbi,
and Ndumise Mabuza.

The team is working
around the clock to secure

the services of former
Zesco United striker
Michael Musonda.

MBABA
¥,
&

ﬁ’@UBTFUL : Mbabane Swallows
goalkeeper, Sandile ‘Nkomishi’
Ginindza,

By Sibusiso Masilela T

SOCCER - IN what will sound
as a huge blow, Mbabane Swallows

- goalkeeper, Sandile ‘Nkomishi’
{ Ginindza, could possibly miss

this weekend’s Ingwenyama Cup
final against army side Young
Buffaloes after picking up a back
injury.

The team is racing against time*
to have the playerready for the
match, although the severity of the
injury is not yet known.

Pain

He picked up the injury during

an MTN Premier League match
cgainst Sea Birds at Somhlolo
National Stadium last Sunday.

Even though he continued to play,
he was obviously in pain until the
end of the match.

- «..The-acro-

While the extent of
‘Nkomishi’ back injury
remains to be seen,
it is believed he
will miss this
weekend’s
game, with
Ntokozo
Shabangu set
to stand in for
him.

batic shot-
stopper
sat out
of yes-
terday’s
training
session while
the rest of the players
inchuiding Mandla Phalma,
who was reportedly arrested,
went through their paces.

The team’s medical panel yes-
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"NKOMISHI' DOUBTFUL FOR
INGWENYAMA GUP FINAL

By Sibusiso Dlamini

SOCCER - FOOT-
BALL supporters will

highly anticipated
Ingwenyama Cup finals
slated for Somhlolo National
Stadium on Sunday.

The entrance fee was con-
firmed by the tournament’s
PRO Lenhle Masuku, who
urged fans to come in great
numbers to witness football
blended with culture.

OBJECTIVES OF

",‘1

stands for.

pay E40 to watch the -

B AN

terday took the player to
hospital to undergo x-
rays where they
were told the for-
mer Sivutsa Stars
player could by
chance resume
training before
the end of the
week ahead
of the eager-
ly anticipat-
ed final
against the
army side.

However,
Swallows Chief
Executive Officer
Sibusiso Manana said
they were confident the
Sihlangu goalkeeper will be

available for selection for their
match against Buffaloes.

-.£40 to watch final

Masuku thanked
the nation for their support from
the beginning of the tournament
up to this stage.

“We have been seeing large
numbers in all the stages of the
tournament and applaud the fans
for their support. All is set for the
final and the entrance fee is E40,”
he said.

The PRO said everything had
been finalised and they were only
sorting a few logistics here and
there.

Support

“In supporting this tournament,
the nations are not just supporting
the sport, but they are also sup-

“Heis still being assessed by our
medical team and they are doing
everything they can to have him
fit for the final where we hope to
have an injury free squad.

Trophy

We are hoping he will return to
training and prepare for the cager-
ly awaited match as we want to
continue making our supporters
happy by winning the trophy,” he
said. Manana further encouraged
their supporters to continue regis-
tering to accompany the team to
their CAF Confederations Cup
assignment against Orapa United
of Botswana next weekend.

“We are appealing for more sup-
port from the entire Swallows fam-
ily and the nation at large to trav-
el with us to Botswana where we
are on a mission to make the coun-
try proud in the intermnational scenes,”
he further stated.

porting his Majesty’s vision 2022.

This is the King’s dream, and it
is great to see the nation support-
ing it.”

He said this year, they kicked-

off with the regional competition,
and it was encouraging to see fans
supporting the tournament from
the beginning. The finals will mark
the end of the second edition of
the ground breaking tournament
that brings together culture and
football, and will bow offin style
with a humdinger final between
defending champions Mbabane
Swallows, who have won 24 games
consecutively, and the determined
army side Y oung Buffaloes.

THE SMVAF INGWENYAMA CUP IN A NUTSHELL:

-* To create more awareness on services
offered and what Sincephetelo MVA Fund

sands of captive audience who patronise the
game (in their language).

*Improve the standard of the game; thus

*To create a positive improve its attractiveness.
image of * Create role models who live positive values
\  Sincephetelo and have a clean profile; and inspire the youth.
. MVA Fund on *Make the sport of football attractive and
" = themindsof meaningful to traditional structures.
the popu-
lace. PRIZE BREAKDOWN:
*Get Champions E1.2 million
more Runners-Up E500 000
young Semi-finalists E400 000
peopleto  Quarter-finalists losers E300 000
play the Participation fee (Regional teams)E60 000
game and Best finisher (Regional and NFD) E30000
stay away Participation fee (NFD teams) E60 000
2 from drugs. Player of the tournament E15 000
Promote road Top Goal Scorer E10 000
-, safety to the thou- Goalkeeper of the tournament  E10 000

 Best Referee

'E6.000




