EXAMPLE

Assignment 1 – Oil Unit Intro: Preliminary Research

Article 1:

Lovett, Robert A. "Oil Spill's Toxic Tradeoff." Naturenews (2010). 10 Nov. 2010. Web. 28 Nov. 2010.  

     <http://www.nature.com.mutex.gmu.edu/news/2010/101110/full/news.2010.597.html>.
At a recent meeting of the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry in Portland, Oregon, toxicologist Peter Hodson of Queen’s University in Ontario presented data that may suggest that the dispersants used to clean up the Deepwater Horizon oil spill may be more toxic than original reports suggest. The dispersants break up the spill into smaller droplets that mix into water.  This may actually make toxins in the oil more dangerous to wildlife. Though the dispersants themselves may not be much more toxic than the oil itself, as reported by the EPA, the effect of the dispersal can mean that the oil affects more organisms.   Hodson’s studies show that this may have an effect on fish embryos; however, opponents suggest that this was not the case following the Ixtoc-1 spill of 1979 in which similar dispersants were also used.  I think that more studies need to be conducted before conclusions are drawn.  Whether or not dispersants should have been used is a moot point because they were used.  Further investigation can tell us whether or not they should be used again. (word count 181)
Article 2:

Schrope, Mark. "The Lost Legacy of the Last Great Oil Spill." Naturenews (2010). Scientific American. 14 

     July 2010. Web. 1 Dec. 2010. <http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=the-lost-legacy-

     Ixtoc-oil>.

On June 3 1979, an exploratory well in the southern Gulf of Mexico called Ixtoc I had a similar blowout to that which occurred on BP’s Deepwater Horizon last spring.  A total of 475,000 tons of oil were dumped into the Gulf off the coast of the Yucatan Peninsula.  Despite the striking similarities between Ixtoc I and Deepwater Horizon, not much can be learned from the past because research tapered off shortly after the oil was dispersed.  The Ixtoc I spill had a huge effect on local fishing economy. Catches of oysters, grouper, snapper, and shrimp soon became depleted.  Some rebounded faster than others, but the fact remains that little scientific data is available on population rebounds.  Most data is from word of mouth of local fishermen.  Impact on oysters is particularly concerning.  According to locals, oysters have never returned to the mangroves since the Ixtoc I spill. This may foreshadow events to unfold in the northern Gulf as a result of the Deepwater Horizon spill. (Word count 166)
After reading the Schrope article, it made me revisit my original search for an article on Deepwater Horizon.  Most media coverage appears to be during the first few months of the spill and then articles taper off into the summer months.  This is disconcerting.  As terrible as disasters such as oil spills can be for the environment, we can use them to learn from our mistakes with proper analysis.  There are several scientific Journal Articles still on the Deepwater Horizon, but they should get more media coverage to spark general understanding of the long-term effects of the event.  If we had continued to study Ixtoc I in more detail, we would already have a better idea of what dispersants can do to the environment.  Hodson’s fish embryo experiments should have been done by scientists in the early 1980s, after the first big Gulf blowout, not 30 years later when it happens a second time. Continued experimentation, like Hodson’s, and further observations are important to our own understanding of the effects of the spill as well as future generations’ understanding in case this happens a third time. (Word count 186)
