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Aerial Bird Survey Budget 
 
Each set of surveys is expected to take up to six days of flying, depending on the 
size of the area currently at risk.  One set of surveys will be carried out 
approximately every two weeks.   
 
Based on 6 survey days and costs for aircraft maintenance after 100 hours.  
Final costs will be determined based on hours flown and days in the field. 
 
Aircraft and Pilots 
 
Partenavia subcontracted from Aspen Helicopters. 
 
Aerial surveys – 6 days at 6 hours per day 
 36 hours @ $550.00 = $19,800.00 
Perdiem for pilot 
 14 days1 @ $204.002 = $2,856.00 
Maintenance cost (estimate, prorated)  $1,500.00 
 Subtotal, Aircraft and Pilots = $24,156.00 
 
Observer-Navigators and Data Processing 

 
Observer prep and aerial survey 
 3 surveyors, airfare @ $1,100.002 = $3,300.00 
 3 surveyors, 10 days3 = 30 days @ $1,200.00 = $36,000.00 
 Perdiem for surveyors 
  30 days @ $204.00 = $6,120.00 
Data workup 

Transcription and proofing:    
2 surveyors,7.5 days = 15 days @ $1,200 = $18,000.00  

Photo analysis: 15 days @ $12,000 = $18,000.00 
 Mapping:  6 days @ $600.00 = $3,600.00  
 
 Subtotal, Observer-Navigators and Data Workup = $85,020.00 
 
TOTAL COSTS PER SURVEY SET   $ 109,176.00 

Overhead @ 12% =  $ 13,101.12 
 
TOTAL BUDGET PER SURVEY SET  $122,277.12 
 

1  Perdiem estimate from GSA Schedule 
2  Airfare estimate from internet search 
3  2 days travel, 2 days contingency, 6 days survey = 10 days 




